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1 In accordance with reference (a), the command chronology for the month of
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3“0 .JJLTT[.LIOI. y (LE AR

S COMIAND CHRONOLOGY WITH ATTLCHENTS

&e  OR GJ.L‘TZJ.,.iIOI‘L'L DiiTls

1. Designation ané location of réporting wnits 3rc Bautallon, 7th l.gr:.nes,‘
1st Morine Division (Rein) MiF, Chu Lai, Republic of Victna

2. Period covered: 1 oy to 31 lov 1946

3. Commlancing Officer - LtGCol C. H. BODLEY 1-27
. LtCol B. B, DEWITT 28-31 uaJ
Bxecutive Officer YMaj BLALOUGH 1-4
Maj VORGMIG 531 ey
S-1 Ldjutant - ' lstlt J. J. COVERT
S-2 O:f’l coer Cant 7. . GLAPP
; " Hej R. Ay CLLRK,
- "Capt H. E. T, VONCIRP
Co_.l.r..w‘l:.cﬁlons Officer . Capt E, 7. PITZCERLLD 1-2Z
' , o Capt H. C, SCHRODER 25-31 iay
Suonly Offiecr GySzgt L. i. WE3T )
Motcr Transport Offlcor Gy3gt . R. S, LaBOUVE 1-10°
- . 1stLt fMaimWIng ll-—jl' lay
Bn Surgoon . - , © L%(Me) L. J. SHT 1—12

L (ne) K. G mHK;:a 13-31 Hay
Lt(che) =, i, EPPS

Gapt E. T. FITZGER/LD

Cept J. B, CLEMEYTS 1-25

Capt P. 2. GOTTLIEB 26-31 May
Lt W, M. LIHCENTELTER 01-17
Lt W, L. 3"133 1631 My

R

uin Cormany GO""..L” Cant T, I TR -~y
) AL Comwpany Conmender Cant il J. GUINN
4., 'J:Jumrro Stronztas UZib: 25 Officoers . USN: 3 Officers
‘ 875 mlistod 54 Enligted

1 nuriber of porsonancl en hend within 3/7 as of 31 May 1966 is 952,
foctive str: on 31 iiay 1964 is 803,
5 menth of 326 now porsonnel were ‘joinod to this uni t, wnilec

frow the rolos. ,
249 porsonnel have rotatoed, £iftoen (15) personxzcl wore W.I.A.
B. B3I il LISTIHG o SIC&JIF:LCJJT” BVENTS

4 Yay Co""pajl“ h and the Brave Commend Group of the 3rd B‘t‘hf.licn, 7th Iierincs

were relioved of the defonse of the Chu Lai Lir Ficld by Gonoc.nf X ﬂ_vc BI‘E‘VL
ne Zroup of tho 31'. Botbalion, lst lMarinces.
SSOI‘ Conpany 1, 3rd Battalion, 7th Herincs rcported that a truck driver
’Uﬂu hlf*’hwuy #1. roaéblock, mamned by the lst Battalion, 7tn Marincs,
. - - . e 2
COOI‘CL_utOg BS554997, thnt'm_,u truck was firceé ou, frow the Woest of highway 5L
between OP 39 (585790) and the reoadblock. Lt asproximeatcly 'bhe_ sase timo,
- Comomy K observed 5-7 Vietna Lo se fLLm:LW from Hishwey #1 “est toward the
i :{a”lpt CoorL:Lﬂ.L tos bb5€5 (’) [w t‘lu »111,n. 1c,so WEre Ugg: 'y
a xplosions il r M. cig (ucnpq.'w. uad. fo
('I?bs T}E &9’270\' %wo ({\:cﬁ 5 l‘**’fr\cx &t Cbr DENY J s ore 3.01(4;1 “on the
reportod that many oooplz lai_ b on fnjured in Tri B 1) as a result
I'OLh’lCnuo

; | , ENCLOSURE (1)
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J 1005H, the lst Battalion, 7th Marines reported thai Lﬂey had fired
5 rounds of 106 M UEAT and 4 rowmds of dl‘i HE Mednin in support of vehicles
‘that Lac been fired om by a SO caliber liachine Cun frowr Coordinates BS559987.

At 2025H, a Civil Affairs tecam with a do tor and security group from 3/7
were clspatched to Tri 3inh (l) There wers 4 Yictnemese treated Tfor minor.
shrapnel wouncds and it was-verifised that the villazers had taken two wounded
females to Muoc Mon market which is located at Coordinates BS54'7970. A sclhicol
house was cestroyed and one house was Camageb. Ths hamlet Chief and several
nts stabted that the VO hqd not been in the area, hovever, they
Lrin. ATO” the vieinity of Tri Binh (4) Hanlet at Coordinates
Bb55097 Despite the casuvallics and property ceieje, bhe general attitude
of tThae ViLj cers contvinved to be Jrle"”lv

5 lay Ab 21‘0 {1, the point nen from a reinforced sguad, Gompany K,

to an ambush si ¢l -scovers & a VC hidin: behind a Dike at BS573%942,
challonred, the JC fle The noint man caLJnu the VO and killed his
knifce when he resis teu. -The larine raturned to his squad and reported
incicents Wen tho squar reached the area where the incicdent occuren they
were unable to find the bocy, howevor, a 45 year oldé villager in Phaoc An (1)
“q“+ the UG killed was a membor of a three nan security team Juarcing
n (1), The two remaining members of the VC team had
¢ off thé body. '

et

'

rosponsisility of the 2nd¢ Battalion, 7th HMarines 1LR.

o

7 liey Conpany K, CoJo@gy L and a Cormané Group from 3/7 assumed the

ey A squad &dobch fronm Compeny M, locatec at Co ordinates B3581951
oponed £ire on two VC resultins in 1 VC X,I.A. and
AT 49 submechine gun with three ie zazines, 1 U. o.
cuttors, 1 .3, bayonet, ané a billfold with assor
C3E0s "'JO“Q )

1/ ier  Combany A AT : Group from 3ré Battalion, 7th
molieved ol Bl : Tor the 2ad B ttalion, 7th larines

two comparatively
WCounty Fair!

o evalvate these

' in order o

16-17 dHay Operation "TUHAT (160400H~171700H) ¢ os
ney tactical concepts id.e, a night helicoptor landing
operati

2

ot The tactical consicdurations were nmafe in o
COHC@Ut‘ The Hamlet Tan Phuoc (4) was selected as the

xploit DCMSHutlﬂg intellisence reports which Iadicate ‘
autumpuou to effect complete liiiitary, cconomic enc polit lcaJ corurol bhroughoht
this area. The concent of opsration called for the introduction of Battalion
pathfincer teans to merk the LZ with strobe and flash 1i ‘The LZ s were
stratesically selectod in.orcer to e’fect a complete encirclenent of the
chjective area with twe rifle Comvnanies a Battalion Coimiand Zroup.
Tnitial Contact with VC forcos was made at approximstely 160030H when the
pathfinders assembled a hasty ambush which resulted in 6 V0 K.I.A, and
an esbinated 8 VO W, I There were no friendly casvalties. AL, 180400H
the heliborne lanci enced, The encircleizent of the objective area was
accomplished in a miniaun apount of time. The lancing went snoothly and was
] ¢ shock zad @ap vige effect of the unprecedented L hour,
Dergﬂ thb _conduct of the operation only sporadic sniper fire wos encowntered
' friendly non sorious Weleoh.

i . 2
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Companics T and M conducted a dotailed scarch and clear and an intensive Psy
Warfare progran was, initisted, In addition to the 6 VC X.I.h. and 8 V€ W.I

the operstion resulted in 7 VOGO and 9 VCS, tuo French MLS-36 rifles, two

M--1 Cerbincs, onc bolt acticn Chi Com Carbine (X-44) cnc.onc M-26 gromade
captured, Rotrachiom commencad ob 171O00H with thoe initlal wave encow 1+""""f_’,{3
eniper fire resultiangz in onc slipghtly wouncded iarine. " 4s the last wav

the Marincs cncountered VC salper en¢ avbomatic weapont flr'w
HUIZS conducten surpressing fires and fe-4 alreraft conduetod an’® alr strilke
after the last helicoptoers clearcd the arca,

P
edie 5

+
]

.

19 ey Gorwany X, rd Batb
s o right £lank of 3rd Battalion, 7th Merincs

1st Battelion, 7th Lmrm"
MLR.,

ali ion, ‘7th Marines was rclieved by "BY Coipeny
no

R0~-22 May Opcration WIORGIF® was concducted in South Central Binh Son
District, My Loc Hamlet Complox, located in grid squares 4989, 5089, 4988

ané 5088, ‘his operation was ecmbincd effort of USHC and “R\I’\ forcos cmployin
a jeint irnorod/Infantr y thrust wwiiyheliborne lencing of troops in tho
objuctive arca in order to cffect complete cneircler ernt.  The opc:t':.t:LOh
cormences on D3 when Coupeny L began it's novenent into the Tay Phuoe

Hawlot complex vie GS4894 in order to osteblish a blocking -positicn in
nroparation for a  Company gize sweop fron the Bast. On.D-1 at 001 50, Compeay

I moved fron OP#3%-vie GS5796 and cormonced-a sweep of Thanh Tra (2) u553°4

) v C& JD;;. 4t epproxinatcly 15004 on D1, Companics I and L conmplotod a

N '117.17.(: pure in the Tey Phuoce Hamlot -Complex and establishod thoir n:i.'*ht cofensive
‘ Ln-:n_s. Ciz the night of D=1, onc olatocn fron Company b moved overland
cordor bo wstablish blocking positions to the West of the obj ﬂctivc arca

vio BRAZBLAC und e USMC . gicornaissance 2Latocn was insorted at vie BS530930 to
LoT‘lDllS‘L 0P positions. On D-cay s armore L/ infantry thrust moved from

Highway ;91 vic BS588944 in & SW dirccltion toward the objesetive arca,

i \uolﬂ-‘n initially CO’"lalS'tOd of Tenks,; Ontos, LVTs and an LRVN rocomn

Cc__lpﬁ,a b 10\1 wver, the teouks and LVTs failed to nopotiate tho torrain West

; B pmway ;,4 The- Onbos andé [AVE roconn Conpany

" and’ 'rur‘auu to
continuad its movomont wwt tovard the objective arca. Sporadie sniper
was onsoun t”*oc. by the arsercd cnlu_rn, however , in all instancos the VO
wera guink to broak cmt~-m anf thore wore no friondly casualiics sustained,
Y '!’31 5 on D-day Corv m.)r I o need a helo-1ift from LZ Lppli vie BS507945
inte LA Poach.vie US499 96 foilousd by Company I into LZ Pear vic B350089¢,
4osimaltancous halo 1ift Zren LE Robin brought Comnpany K with one platoon from
Gonpeny M into- LZ Plw: vic BS513900 followed b v the Battalion Command -
Group into 1Z Pear, The 2ud Bn, 4th Rezg't LRV concucted & holiborne landing
into L2 pine BSAS3964 and a comploto emcirelomoent of the objective arca
was comploted by 12001, eny K initiated e soarch ané cestroy nissicn
" of tho ¥y Loec Hanmlot Comg " with no enemy centact. Intonsive Psy warfore
action wes thon initiated in conjuction with the WCounty Fairt® cor\vonta.
the course of the .opera tion, 1 VC waos Ylh, 25 V0C ané 2VCS were
5 2s woll as 1 IELS 36 rifle, 9 Air to Growmé Rockets, 8 105
rovnt.s., 1 &1 I Mortor rowmd, 2 carpgo river beats and 10 1lbs, of nsiical
supplics confisecated, On D2 750 rofugces wilth 250 cattle wore cvasuotod
by the Recen  Company ARV > ..,hw Oluos and a platoon fron: C~ )ei‘j I’, 3/ 7 to
Binh Scn distroet hont :
Io casualiics ware sus’

s

LLire

Battalien Co nics T; K, an€ L cormncod from LZ
Lu Robin. ¢ ; l_u N 1 - :
e S D g

T e e ek e - s e e TR e = TR e
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5 Group from the lst Battalion
ré Bgutc.mon mb urmes MLR
lieved at 221625

asgunaed ros;ons131 i
ct 3/7 Cr’ Foe) 200’74*{ aé verc ro

26 May 4 Bat group sad
aglen detonoted a Chi Con
resulting in two fri‘\,ndly /ng.’., (Bn
stckos and anothor boohy trep Z-10 were
gcarch of the axca.

vie BS537947
Huncreas pum ji

2 gubsac \.4\.1

néisgencs

o

g e onpany L returned to 3rd Batislion th ilardines from oncraticonel
28 ; Company L roturncc to 3rd Batbelion, 7t rine 2 nel
centrel of lst Battglion, 7th liarincs
any 1 returncd to 3rd Battalioﬁ, 7th Marines from opzrational
fion, 7th Marincs.

Tho Psy Wap Jrana Tean fro. the 2nd Infantry Div. LAVE, Guang
by helicopter in the Hamlet of Tri Binh #1 BS5535948 J. 0200H
>d a1 Hr, vericsty show in con,]unctloﬁ with the )/7 Gh/_’sy war
Drogreil,

th of Iiay the 3
cr5. These vi
by the Civil Lffa
ané Tei Biah (5) ,
.6, Frglish Classes and "GCounty Falr® type activitics.

H

Givil Affairs sran wes initiated in conjuvncticn with oporation

HES i

¥ which arc inclucdsé in the after action
to this chwotiology.

B. B . IEWIT®

“ippendix 1- After actidon report - for Operation "YUMA™ Cohtopt of Operation
wi_ W pozatbion SADIIT : S »

v’ixppendix 2 After Letion report for Operaticn "MORGLIM 3dBn, 7thlis: FiagC 7-66,
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HEADQUARTENS ;
3rd Battalion, Tth Marines v L ~—
1st Marine Division (Rein)® FIIF ' o
FPO, San Francisco 96602 - L
- -3/RiC/gad
3480 . . -
L 28 lkxy 1966
From: Commar\dm,:> Ufficer :
Tos Comanding Gcneral, lst Marine Division -
Vias Commandlng Offlcer, Tth I\Jarlnos :

Subas Combat Opcratlons Aftcr uctlon Report

Ref: ~ éa) Frag Order "SAI\"DI\L;N“ Redesugnatcd "YUIJA"
- (b) EA¥: TRA BONG 1: 50,000 Sheet 6756 IV, L701

1. Opera.tion YUMA" Night Helicopter Assault/County Fair,

2. Dates of Operation. 151730H - 171600H May 1966

‘3. Location. QUANG NGAI Province, BINH SON District, TAN PHUDC;(4) Hamlet.
4. Lieutenant Colonel C. Ha BODLEY USMC. |

Se Task Urrranlza.tlon. . '
. 2rd Battalion, Tth Mérlnes ( )
N Detachnent -.Company "C", lst Engineer Battalion ‘
“  Detachment - Battery " I" 3rd Sattalion, 1lth Marines
N, Scout Dog Team, III MAF. -
“Detachnent — National Police, BINH. SOF District headquartcrs '
P‘sy Ja.rfare Team, Headquarters, 2nd Infentry Division, »;RW QUANG TGAI
% , , . i
6e Support:.ng rorces.

8 =.1r\ (Chronolorloal Utlllaa'tlon)

On 16 Ty 1966 at 0345H, the helllli‘t of the Battas2ion commenced

- from Lending Zone ROBTIN, Twent,,r-s:l_x helicopters were utlhzed for the move-
iment and the 11ft was completed at O445rI Landing Zonc RBIV was divided
“Unto three loading. zones, marked by different colorod ligits: to denote the
landing =zone into which each wave of helicopters would 1ayde When the first
wave of helicopters landed in the prescribed landing zorcs in the objective
area the Crew Chief from one of the helicopters marked the zonc withr the same
colored light that was 1n the loading zone at Landing lone ROBIN, enebling
the helilift phase to proceed with minimum confusion,.. Flarepots were placed .
for each helicopter landing point and guides were proided for each heliteam.
The lo=ding phase was ordcrly and the loading time fc the first twenty-six
helicopters was only five Dlnutes.

The threc landing zones. werc illuminated frm 160355H until dawn by
Lamplighter Aircraft., One 51gn1flcant point of the 1lilift portion of the -
operation was the efficient manner in which the helyopter pil.ots performeds
The twenty-six helicopters landed almost simultaneomdly into tihree landing
zones cnabling the Battalion to complc,tc,ly encuclg uhC target. area in less
than thirty minutes.

" The landing zones were msrked b,,f strobe lzglts put in place b;v’ path-
finder teams from Conpany "I ang Company ”I" Erm though theey enceuntered

i« s, !
—-._._.,_,,

! —t “w
S, i,, _Avd Rm Dar ae . LN IR . 'QF/Q ,,/
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nany obstacleq, the pathfinders werc able to rLLCh thelr respective landing
pones and eccompligh their mission, The success of the night landing was
to a great cxtent due to the efforts of thesc Marines,

Two Ud34s wcre sta ndlng by on condition 4 for resupply utilization
throughout the operation, At 160850h the resupply aircraft delivercd the
Civil &ffairs Teem, two Scout Dog Tecams,; and cookirg facilities to tho
Battalion Commend Post (FWD), &t 160930E Ishcrwood 5 arrived at the Battalion
Command Post (Fwd), He departed by hslicopter at 161045H, 4t 161030H an
emergency med-evac request was submitted for one USML WI4«,;ThL med~cvac was
completed ~t 161050H. - ;

The resupply hollcoptexs declivered two loud spcakers and onc casc: of
smoke at 161100H. At 161600E ten VCS werc evacuated to ITT, 4t 16T 3OH a
platoon of Company "K' was retracted from BS 559991 and returncd to®
Zone ROBIN, At 1617OOH a request was submitted to placc Lampllghtcr hlrcxaft
on condition 4 for the dura.tion of the night,.

At 170630H a helicopt r errived to pick up Crepe Myrtle 6 to return to
Land:.nb Zonc ROBIN,

Regupply helicopters were utilized throughout the remcinder of the
dny to deliver MCIs and oxplosives. 4t 1711305 an cmergoncy med-ovac roquest
was submitted for two USHC with gas asphytiation. The med-evdac was completed
et 171200H, 4t 17140CE helicopters retracied Vietusmose Psy/Warfare personnel

and one civilian med-evec to QUAIG NGile &b 171500 belicopters arrived to
pick up GP tents, stoves and miscellaneous cgquipment to bq quivezed to Lend-
ing -Zone’ RUBIN;

The retrectidn of the Pattnlion commenoed from BS 5559% ¢ 1716OOH
Ls the last wave of heliocopters werc approaching the retraction Bl , the V&
commenced firing with automrtic weaponsg. The security clements rotula_“ fire
nnd withdrew from the hamlet in order that the HUIEs woyld provide supp:LSa\
ing fires The BUIZs fired rockets into the hamlet at BS 562915 and B3 563914
and onzbled the troops to withdraw and board the helicopters. After thw
lost wave had liftcd A4Es were called in and comnenccd bombing and strafile
attacks on the hostile hamlet., The retraction was completeF in approxxma+ela
one hour and fifteen minutes... . ~\‘3 :

o F1re bupaort.

: (1) Flre Support for this operatlon was provided by .Battery "I, i
3rd Battalion, 1llth larines;- -Battery "M', 4th Battalion, 1lth Marines, 2n
one section of the 8lmm mortar platoon, Zrd Battalion, 7th Marines.

Nine H&I m1351ons,9one target of opportunlty, one reglstratlon, and
two . illumingtion nissions were fired during the conduct of the operation.

.Ammo expended includeds

EE ILLUM
81mm ) 7 11
105mm 135
155mm . 12

Total - - 142 23

DECLASSIFIED
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(2) Chronological Summary of Ivents, ‘ TN U4

(2) On 16 May 1966, the FSCC landed with the Battalion Command
Post Group to commence opexrulons in the obgectlve arcas :

(b) Durlng the daylight hours of 16 May 1966, one 8lmm mortar
registration was fired, and one 8lom mortar mission was fired at VC gnipers
at BS 563913, The m1381on was not completed as the snlpers dispersed after
the first round. .

(c) During the nlght of 16 - 17 May, two 111um1nation missions
were fired for. Companies "I' and "M', No sightings were made under the
illumination. In addltlon, nine H&I m15510nS were fired.

(a) To missions were fired- during ‘the daylight hours of 17 Yay.

The FSCC was retracted at 171620H and returned to 3rd Battallon, 7th harlnes.

makinéi

(o) Comments and Req"gmendatlons.*'f*;

s
L

1 It was' de01ded to carry extra. Slmm 111um1natlon rounds on
this operatlon as the operational area wWas out of range .of direct support -
illumination and experience had sHHown that delays often developed during the
vonduct of -general supportglllumlnatlon nissions: It was hoped that 8lmm
illnminatian danla provide an- effective bridge. between the time illumination
was called for and the tifie an artillery mission could be generated. The

Battslion wes st1l1 w1th1n HE range of the direct: support bdttery, so it was

determined that the- numbe: of @1rr HB pounnde oarrind ooull be reduced. The.
concept worked well, and is reconmended for 11ke 51tuat10ns where the area
of operations ig at extreme ranges for dlrect suppert 111um1natlon&

. 2 In order to prévent or limit the 8lmm mortar Platoon fron
,_arge 1n1t1a1 deflection errors, it is recommended that ezdmuth indi-
cators be constructea for ezch mortar and placed at 800 mil intervals around
the tube. An azimith could then be made an integral part of the fire command.
The gunners would then have two positive references for directions This
technique has worked well for. artlllery and should prove eqnally effectxve

for the mortars.- : 4

i The Ah/?RC-25 contlnues to prov1de rellable long-range

communidetions, It is récomménded that the number of these radios available

be increased so. that the artilleéry FO teans may also be equipped with them.
The FSCC should continue to carry the antenna'RQ~292 because it serves to
ensure positive»communications’between.%he'FO ahd the artillery batterys

7s " Intelligences

nd Situation of. Bneny,

(l) Operatlon “YUNA” wgs an operatlon conducted in gxploitation. of

dintelligence gathered from a wvariety of sources, as§ well as: to evaluate the

concept of tne nlght hellborne enclrclement of a glven target arca. .For

- /)

-~ . ~ UIEITIIEEL el | et T P~ I e e ——meeee DD
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several months, pricr to the operation, the indications were that an increas-
ingly strong VC effort to effect complete military, economic and political
control was being made throughout the areae It was anticipated prior to the
entry of U.S. Forées into the objective area that elements of the T~19 Local
Foree Company plus hamlet. and village guerrillas would be encounteredf

(2) In view of the fact that this area had not been occupied by
friendly forces in nearly a yesr, it was assumed that a typical VU political
and economlc anparatus would have been esteblished to contvol the populatlon.

(3) Iy Was estlmated uhat armed VC forces would attempt to exfilt-
ragte the obaective area, in both eastorly and westerly directions when cone
fronted with maJor friendly units. ZFresupposing a succcssful.encirclement of
the TAN PHUOC (4) objective arcas 1t was felt that thcse enemy would be

- forced into hiding places in the imfiediate area.

bs Currency, Adequacy, and Sources of Intelligence. PR

(l) Intelllgence on whiech this oweratlon Wwas based was qulte current
&and the actual conduct of the operation proved it t6 be cssentially corrcote-
For some months prior to the operation, BINH SON District sources had been
reporting increcased Local Force Guerrille type activity in the arca. Fur-
ther, the number of contacts imvolving increasingly bold and well armed
guerrilla units had shown a gradual increase in the preceeding three to four
months. It was apparent that VC forces were operat1ng in thls area in
greater strenguh. .

(2) The decision to de51gnate the TAN EHUQC (4) area.-as thb speeific
deectlve garea for the operation was predicated in part on the results of
recent Company -patrol conducted in the area,. as’ wvell as terrain configura~
tions which would support the concept of landing at night in three adjacent
zones, The Company patrol found, within the hamlet of TAN PHUOC (4), several
large ‘and freshly dug caves that were unmusually deep {as mich as 25 feet
below surface level) and well constructed, Though no materlal was located in
the caves at the $imc, it secemed wnlikely that the VC would put forth such
constructlon effort if they did mot in fact plan o use the caves for some
s1gn1flcant purpose.

c. VO Strength and Situation Actually Encounterede

(1) The only major contact ehcountered durinz the operation occurred
several hours prior to the landing. At about 0150E a fifteen man pathfinder
team, m0v1ng into- the area from across the TRA BONG River with the mission
of merking . bhe three HLZs with strobe lights, made contact with and ambushed
10 = 15 VC, " This clandestine patrol was forced to trigger their hastily.
established ambush when the VO force, apparently unawarc of - their presence,
nearly walked over them, The concenhtrated fire of 15 weapons fired at close
range produced a devastating effect on the VC, killing six‘and wounding eight
otherss Debriefing of the patrol indicated tnat there may very well have been
other casualties, as many sCreams and moans were heard from distant points in
the killing areas The patrol left the area rapidly te contlnue their mission,
and only had time teo p1ck up two rms.aé rifles among the several weapons
observed, - :

4
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apparcnt that. con31derab1e surprlse had bee ad dcsplte the” prcmature
contact. Although no “énemy units were enco tgred, asnunber of VC were found
hiding in eaves in and around the hamlety Addltlonally, some VG- were found
attempting to mlnble w1tn the ponulutlon,

(3) The previously mentioncd laxgc caves werc) chockcd out in dctall
as well as many other small holes and ‘tunnels, Although this area ﬂad a
large number of underground structurcs, there was no &vidence of VC use of
these as anything more than bomb shelters or hldlnO ACGSe Most of thc caves
were destroyed with cxplosxvcs. . B

Vg, Signifiqggt Intelligénce Gained,

(1) Interrozation of villagers in the arca, as wcll as the 9VCC and
T VCS captured, rivealed that there was a squad of 8 - 10 guerrlllas opexras-
ting in hamlet, and that platoon-sized units passed through the hamleu
frequently traveling the cast-west axis of the north banks of the TRA “BONG
River., Purther, a typical VC political and economic structurc had boon
established; as was anthlpatod. The hailet was under firm control of effcc-
tlve VC Cadre, :

(2) A VC guercllla, captared with his weapon.from a cave in the vicie
nity of the Battalion C.P; described his uhit as the 21lst District Lompany,
composed of 100 men and armed with one 8lmm mortar and oneSO callbor machine=
gun as well as individual small arms., The last known position of his unit
was allegedly in the vicinity of 33 5792, IHe furthcr statcd that his com
pany had been in the vicinity of DUC AN Hamlet. BS 505915 where they had bcun
involved in the .training of new recruits. This 1nfoxnat10n is con51stcnt
with other reoorts reccived before and since this operatlon GOﬂcernlno
training activity going on in the DUC AN vicinitye

(3) POSlely the most significant 1nf0rmat10n, or rather exparience ‘
gained, was the effect of "CUUNTY FAIR" operations on the civilian populacc. '
Beyond question, this type of activity puts the local populace in. such a
frame of mind that they become more cooperative than they are in a noxmal
search and clear operation. The encirclement, on which & ”CUUNTY Fam
opecration is based, also 51VCS a nuch bettor chance of 1s01at1ng hldden VC
and preventing their eieape,” :

Ce Terrain Anélysis.- .

(l) Crltlcal Terruln - Dwo picces of terraln w1th1n the 1mde1ate
arca are oriticals, One is.thc hill mass NW of TAN FHUOC (4) (V1c1n1ty BS
55%913%) due to its commanding naturc in regards to adjacent ground._ Becauso
of its limited defensive SJstcm, the village of TAN PFUCC (4) may be con51d-
ered critical torraln. i ) ) ) i :

(2) Observation and Pields of Flre - Obscrvatlon mnd flelds of fire
arc cxcellent from T4 PHUOC (4) in all dircctions.except to the H W.i_
Observation: from the hill at BS 553913 Shoulﬂ be ~good in a}l dlrcctions.a-

"\\J

P

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

. !

3480 ‘
28 llay 1966

(3) Cover and Concealment ~ Both cover ahd conccalment are provided
by fighting holes on all trails in TiN PHUOC (4); the trench system surround-
ing that hamlet, and the natural and cultivatcd vegetation .in and around the
hanlet, Some concealment is provided by typieal chestwhigh scrub brush on
the hill at BS 553913, " The tcrrain surrounding Til!l PHUOC (4) in all dircctions

but NuWy effeets only hinimun cover or concealmeirty

(4) Obstacles » 4 w&re fente sufroundiné ?EN FHUOC.(4) provides a
linited obstacle to fodt movenment, as does the doferisive trench in that hanlet,
Heavy brush on the hdll at BS 553913 should conétitute a limited obstacle,

o (5) lwenues of ipprosth = The single covered avenue of approach into
TAN PHUOC (4) would be over or around the base of Hill at BS 553913
Uncovered avenues of approach aeross open, presently uncultivated; rice and
dry e¢rop fields abound.

8, lMission, 3rd Battalion} Tth Marinies (~) (Rein) conduct a nocturnal
heliborne landing to surround and seal off all. routes of cgress of the T4N
PHUOC (4) hamlet complex BS 5569124 BINH SON Distritt, then conduct a "CUUNTY
FLIR" tyve opcration within thet objective ares. . :

9« Concept of Opcratioh;. On DDay at LeHour 3rd -Battalion; 7th Harines'(—)
(Redn) will comuence a noc¢turnal heliborne landing  into three Landing Zones
to seal off all routes of egréss of the Tl PHUOC (4) hamlet complexi

10, ‘Executiqn.

Backeround and Plannine,

‘as Operation "SUJIMMAM" later redcsignated "YUMA" was initially a
Search and Destroy operations s plamming progresscd, the mission was
expanded to include a limitcd "COUNTY F..IR" type operation, From this,
expericnce could be gained in preperation for a similar type operation that

would be conducted in the immediate futurece

bs Initial submisgion of the concept of operations (7 lMay 1966)
called for a nocturmal hclicoptcr 1ift to be conducted '"in the light of the
moon." - Becausc of other Division Operational commitments execution of the
Plan delayeds DBecause of thesc declays, thc moon passed into the last quarter
rhascs The order for execution of thc plan was received in spite of the lack
of natural light: A flare plan was requested to provide lighting in the
objective arce from L~Hour until daylight. -

ce D=3 4t 131300H the . order for Operation "YUIA" was issued to 211 -
staff sections and units participating, This was followed by a briefing .
- describing the purpose of a "COUNTY F.IR" type operation and assigning
specific "COUNIY FAIR" missions to various personnel, Further, Companiecs "M
and "I" werc assigned the mission of providing Pathfinder Teams for thc prc
LEour move to the helicopter landing zones. Three tomms were required for
the mission, = Each team was composed of 5 men, The selection of the men was
based upon thcir physical condition, sbility to swinm, marksmanship, ability
to mancuver at night with nmap and compass as well as courage and a pasSt his-
tory demonstrating their willingness to close with the enemy. (411 of these

6
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attrlbutes Were put to the ucsb when the plan was. GX ecutcd)

de D2 & flnal plannlng confcrencg was held at 1Mh-36 ﬂeudquarturs
with represcntatives fron 3rd Battalion, Tth Mariness Division Adr, HG-35
and MiG3-12 in attondancd. - Helicopter, llft reguirciachts,  Lending Zones,
flareship,; fixed wing air support; A0 coverage and resupply requllenents were
dlscussed and finalized at tﬂls ‘meetingi _ﬁf, \ .

e« D-1 151300H & helicopter reconnaissance of the objective arca
was conducted by the helicoptor Flight Leaders, participating Company Corman-
dors, the Battalion Commander, the 853 and the three Pathfinder Team Leaderse
4t 151730 threc Fathfinder Tcams, composed of five men cach, departed

" 3rd Battalion, Tth Marines Cormand Post for AN DIEN Qutpost vicinity BS 549889

4t 152000 the Pathfinder Teams departed AN DIEM to prepare three Landing
Zones for thc nlght hclicopter assault. . Company "M' was résponsible for
Landing Zones HAIL (BS 561911) and THUNDER (BS 554916) whilc Company "IV
tean was responsible for Landing Zone LIGHTNING (BS 552907).; At 152130H

- th¢ threc Pathfinder Tecans reached the south bank. of the’ TR" DONG River

vicinity BS 555900, ' The teans moved west and. crossud tho rlver v101n1tv
Bs 552897 at about 15233CH, -

£ D-Day 160010H the Pathflndcr Teams heard voices in the humlet
vicinity coordinmites DS 555901, and took cover so as to avoid contacts Lt
160045H. the Pathfinders again heard. several voices moving toward them
viecinity coordinates BS 555903, 4 hasty ambush was cstablished. Approxi-
mately 10 - 15 VC could bc observed moving toward their position. The ambush
Was Sprung. <4n estinmated six (6) VC were killcd and an estimeted eight (8)
wounded by the ambushe . (Six bodics were recovered in thet imncdiate area.
aftcr daJllbh* that day. Peoplc in the hamlet identifiecd the bodics as VC
local force guerrillas. Two French MiS-36 rifles wore recovered from the
arrbush site, &t 160350H the pathfinders were in position ready to -rcceive
the helicopterse  The team in landing zone. THUNDER was positioned approximately
600 meters too far north weste 4% 160400E the night heliborne landing comim= :
enccd, The helicopter flight leader for landing zonc THUFDER wes ablec to -
nake the adjustnent and the helicoptors were landed in the vicinity of where |
the zone had originelly been designated. During the time friom when the
ambush was sprung and I-Hour, the VC remaincd in the area erying and shouting,
4t times the VC could be observed using flashlights moving doad and wounded,
Cric V€ with a flashlight spproached to within 15 = 20 meters of the pathfinder
team in landing zonc LIGHTVWING, 4t LeHour the pathfinders 1it the strobe
lights. The VC sterted blinking their flashlights apparently :thinKing the
pathfinders worc VC. Whon the first flare was dropped, the VG wore not
observed in that arca again, 4% 16040CH Company "' command group and the
lst Platoon landcd in lending zone THUNDER. Then 3rd Platoon landed in zone
HAIL while clements fron Company "I cormenced their landing Ln lending zone
LIGHTNING, &t 160420H (L + 20 finutes), the sccond wave turnqaround heli~

" copters werc lifting a platoon fron Company "K' and the Battalion ‘Cormand

Group into landing zone HiIL, whilc Company '"I" continucd to Jift the remsin-
der of their cowpany into landing zonc LICHTNIG, - it 160430H Company "M
apprchended a 32 yoar .0ld female at BS 555918 atterpting to flee the objec~ -
tive arca. nt 1604458 the night heliborns lift was counlcted. Flarcs con~
tlnucd to 113um1nate thc cntlrc ochctIvc arce w1th ninoxr adJustments nadc

o
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directly between thc ground um.t anid thc flare delivery aireraft. This
illumination continucd until' deylight.  «t 15063CH the encirclement of T4N
PHOUC (4) BS 557911 was completeds 4t 16063CH Compeny " reported two men
dresscd in civilian clothing attempting to retrieve flare parachutes, = Civil-
ians flcd whon they saw the Marines. - One 26 year old nelo-was apprchendcd
and held for questioning. He was listed on the VO Black, List as @ Faboer's'
4issociation Leaders A% 1 ;07 00H Conpa,ny "M and elements of Company "IV,
"KM and H&S continucd to cncirele DK PHUOC (4) while Couua,n,y' N =) (Reln)
with enginecrs and scout dog teams conductcd a detailed search of the hamlet.
While jchlﬂ search was being conducted the local populuace of TWI PHUOC (4)
was informed of the nature of this operation, i.e. to rid the area of the
Vict Cong so that the people could live and farm peacefully without being
oppressced by the VO, and to offor the government of Vietnam an opportunity. to
visit their hamlct, listen to their grievences and to express the government!s.
concern for their health, welfare and to assist thenin their plight against
the Viet Cong. The 16cal populace was collected in. a central area -and a
limited MCOTNTY 1‘4~H{" type operation was conducteds the subjedt of which will
be discusscd in'a subsequcnt paragraph. &t 16093CH.Company '"I™. (=) (Rein)
continied to detsil scarch TAX PHUOC (4) while Company "M' and. clements of
I, "K' and H&S continued to encircle as well as search out thc arcas immed-
iately adjacent to thems The Company "K' Piatoon located onc malé Victnamese
body in a housc at BS 557904 Intcrrogation of local v111a.gers revealed that
he had been a VO youth group leader killed in the previous . Lught amoush, L1t
161000K five Vleun" 1ese bodies were located in a house vicinity BS 562900.
There were two males in their late 20's, thrée females in early 20's, and one
teenage boy, 4ll bodies were covered with multiple bullet and shrapnel
wounds end were probably the victims of .the pathfinder tean ambushe Lt
1611305 Company "I" apprehcnded 4 VCS (Three male and onc femele). - The

three males were caught hiding in caves; while the female was cdught attempt-
ing to flcée the areca. None of these VU8 posscssed a GeV.N. identification
card-and all were of nmilitary age. -4l1l four were held for further interro—
gation, 4t 161200H Company it apprehended 2 VO and 2 VOS vicinity BS 555912,
One 30 year old male captured was identificd as a ¥C security lesder for TiMN
PHUOC " (4)s nnq‘mcr VC apprehcnded, admitted being a laborer for the VC,

-The other _.tho.,mélés were of military age but did not possess G.V.Ne identi-

Tication gards. 4ll four were held for further interrogation. Lt 161250H

Company "I _apprchended a teenage boy hiding in a cave ncar the Dattalion

... Cormand Post at B3 554904, During his interrogation he voluntarily led a

Tiarlne squad “to another cave wherc two VC, (one male and onc emale) werc
hldlnau 4Zlso found in the sane cave was one carbine; UsS. Mel, 30 rounds of
carbine armunition, & rounds 7.52 CEICOM amno, a cartldge belt and one M-26
grenzdes From 1613C0H - 161730H, all Battalion Units continued to conduct a
detailed search of their respective areas, Company "' located a large.

+ bunnel approximately 300 ieters long running from BS 559915 to 3S 557914.

\Sketches of " the tunnel were drawn and: ple.ns for its destruction the following

.day Dby attached engineers werc preparcd. 4t 161600H lst Marine Division

Psychological. Werfare Teenm reprosentatives arrived at - the Battalion Command
Post (FWD) to assist with the "COUNTY F4TR" oporation, At 161600H the Com-
pany "K' Flatoon was detached and helilifted, to landing zone. ROBIN to resume
night time activities along 'jrd. Battalion, 7th Marines (Rear) M,L.Re. 4t

.161730H the Battalion's lines around Till PHUOC (4) were drewn tighter in prep-

aration for the night time activities.. Companies "I and "I esteblished
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three outpost/ambush sites ecach sugment their night time positions, &t 161845H
clements of Battalion Cormand Group and Company "I" received edght. rounds

carbine fire and one Me79 round from vicinity BS 564914+ There were no

casualties. Fire was returned, but results are unkrown because of darMess.
4t 16R920H one VC guerrilly’ was captured in the HCUUNTY FALIRY compound,

BS 555910, while segregat:.ng Vietnanese Nationals. .Jnothor VO security
chief was captured a.f‘ter/a Vietnamese woman from the "COUNTY F.LIR" compound
located and pointed out’ the well carouflaged cave where he wag hiding.

Fronm 162000 - 1706OOH there was no VG contact oxr a.c'blvn.ty. A

C g« D#) 170800H Companlcs UMY and "I" cont:mued to ponduct a.detailed
search of ‘their respective arcas. 4Ldditional caves and tunnels were located
and destroyed by attached enginecrs, .Company "M' dispatched one-platoon :to
search out the adjacent hamlete During their swecp they logated.a newly -
improved trench line running from BS 566917 to BS 567914s  Additional
trench works, security posts and fortifications were locateé throughout the
TAN PHUCC hamlets, From 170800H - 171600H "COUNTY F.LIR" op; rations contirucd
with cmphasis on Psy Warfare persomnel attempting to lecarn. grlevences of the
local populace and providing an explanation of the CHIEU HOI Programe A4s
a result of these léctures, nine families (28 persons) requested to be
evacuated from the area’as refugeess BINH SON District Headquarters was
requested to assists 4 platoon from Company "I" provided assistance and
securdty during thc movement of the refugees, their possessions and live-
stock from TAN PHUOC (4) to the north bank of the TRL BONG River, vicinity
BS 563908 At this point the refugees were met on the south bank of the river
by & platoon of Regional Force Troops from the Al DIEM Outpos®t who cscorted
them to BINH SON District Headquarters. . During the conduct of the "COUNTY
FAIR" activities, a female, age 32, was pointed cut by the people as being
a V0 administrative chief who collected ricc and taxes from #%hc people of
T.N PHUOC hamlets: Upon .interrogation, she admitted to being an assistent
adninistrative chiefs 4t 171315H, during their search, Compmny "I" located
one M-26 grenade and two rifles in the bottom of a well vicinity. BS 557909

(One UeSs 1M1 ca.rbme/15 round loaded magazinc and one CHICC)M K-44 Bolt

iction rifle). 4t 171530H Company "I" capturcd one VC mele hiding in the
rafters of a Buddhist Temple vicinity BS 555907, The man a.pdnitted to being

-~ & VC sentry in TAN PHUCC (4)., :Detailed search of the area xend.ed at -this time

along with the “"COUNTY FAIR" operations, Companies "M and! "I" and thc 3atta-
lion Command Group prepared for helicopter retractions A4t 171150011 Company

"M commenced helicopter retraction followed by the Battalion Command Fost
Group, 8lmm Mortar Section end Company "I', One of the hel 1coptors in the
lst wave received ground fire from the vicinity of BS 561916, One Marine was
alightly woundcd end the helicopter was routed to 1st Mad ]S’attaj.iono Addi-

.tional ground fire was received from the same area when 'thg last weve was

departing the landing zone, There were no further casualties,’ HUZEs con-
ducted a rocket run din thc area to su press. the ground firo and when, the
helicopters had clearcd the arcae A-4 aircraft conducted an ‘air strikc. At
171645H the helicopter 1ift to landing zono ROBIN was completed. 4l% units
returned to the Battallon area (Rear) and operatlon "Yum'* termlna.ted.

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

. %480
,_ . : | 28 May 1966

11. Results,
as Friendly ' . \

(1) KI4 ~ None
(2) wIn - One (1)

EBE MIA ~ None : \
4) KBA ~ None '
5) Equipment Loss < One (1) PRC-6
- by Enemy
(1) XI& (Confirmed) - Six (6)
2) Wis (Confirmed) =~ Eight (8)
3) WIA P0551ble) ~ Unknown
4) KBA/ARTY/MORTURS « Unknown
5) Captured VCC' = Seven-(z)
6) Captured VCS - Nine (9 _ ) :
{7) Equlpment/ﬂatcrlal Losses ~ Two French M.Sw35 niflesgs two Mel

carbines, one Bolt Lction ChiCom Carbine (K;44§, one Me26 grenade,
one cartridge belt, and miscellaneous rounds of aprunition for
above weapons.

1% Adninigtrative apd Losistical Metterse

_ Operation "YUMiM was uneventful Logistically primarily because of its
brevitys On DDay two helicopter loads of civil affairs materials were
delivered and on D + 1 some six thousend pounds of explosives were required
by the attached Engineor Flatoon. 411 Battalion and atteched personnel
subsisted upon "C" rations and local water. Transportation to and from the
objective area was by helicopter while rear area shuttling: was accomplished
by truck, The Battalion Aid Station (FWD) was manned by eEe Medical Offfcer
and five corpsmen, JAdeguate MEDCAP supplies were availsble for the civil
affairs siekcalls . Battalion food service personnel pzepared and sexrved
soup for the civil affalr program, Persomnel administratiop was stendard and
without 1ncldent. r

i

§
1

13s Special Bguipment and Technigues,

ae Mo special equipment was utilized dmring this peripd,
‘ !

be Operation "YUMA" provided this Battallon with an opportunlty $0 CONm
duct a "COUNTY FAIR" iype operation, Since this is the first time this
Battalion has conducted such an operatlon 8 summary list qﬁ events will be
included, ) . 5

(1) Plapnings The mission of the Civil Affairs Tepm was to assist
in conducting a "COUNTY FATR" type operation within TAN PHDUC hemlet, vicinity
BS 554904s Plamning for this operation commenced 150730H May 1966 with a
liaison visit to the 9th Marine Regimente The experience gained by the 9th
Marines in their “COUNTY FAIR" operations was passed on tofthls Battalion,

i

10
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This liaison v1s1t’pr0v1dcd sufficient infbrmauion to prepsre a specific
plan for this Battaliorls PCOUNTY F.IR" Uperatl? Agsistance was rcguestcd
and received from tie D1v1s10n G-5 office, lst'Marine Division, Binh Son
Dlstrlct headquarters ana the Psy /Wérfare Tesr ‘2nd LPVN DIVlSlon, Quang Ngai.

(2) uAeoutlon. ’The ”CUUF“X FLIRY operatlonnwas initiated after the
hamlet had been complotelv cn01rcled. One Rtifle Conpany conducted g detolled
seareh of ‘the hamlet while the remainder of the Battalion continued to encircles
This Company had a Vidthamcse Fsychological Warfare Tear.accompany them as
they moved through the hamlet “informing all local 01tlzers of our presence in
their hamlet and the pission of . the Marines, , Further the populace- was
encourageg: to comérugete in a. éeSLgnated area in OIdbl to gvoid: app;ehens1on.
Under no ‘circunstances were they to: attempt to flec or hiae. ~The Fsy Warfare
Teanm utilized a poztaole loudspeaker  to ‘agsist them:in Lhnlr broadcasts. ‘ v
This was followed up by a broadcast from an L~l9 dlroraft. These broadcasts
Nad the desired affect on the local populace and they mcved to the designated
area and a "COUNTY FAIRM compound was ‘established. Pelsonmel coming into
the area were segregated. 1lien wede Kept ih one ares with tﬁa older male
children, Young children and all fcmales were Kept-in another. area, 4 census
was taken as well as a survey of occupational speclaltles. While processing
these people Vleu Cong and Viet Cong suspects were segregated and forwarded
to 1st barine Division, ITT, 4 second sweep of the hamlet was conducted by
the same conpany utilizins scout dog téams. . Caches of weapons and Viet Cong
suspects were uncovered during this swéep. The YCUUNLY FAIR"™ operation pro-
vided an opportunity to isolate the populace, ‘conduct a thorough search of’
the arca, conduct s census, segregate the VO and VU8, collect intelligence
data on the arca of operations and extend the influence of the tovernment of
Vietnan into the Viet Cong controlled arede This influcncg was exlended
through the - + employment of Vletnamese PS“CFOIOglCd Varfare Teams, Binh
Son District lollco and Intelllbence pexsonnel as well as this Latcdllon s
Civil &ffairs Team. -

- The Marine Corps Civil iffairtg T ean prov1aeﬂ a kitchen and a limited
anount of USOII supplies for feeding the populace. The medical personnel
provided nedical assistance and were able 10 treat more than one hundred
children and adults. : g

The Psychclogical Warfsre Team pr0v1deo information about the Government %

of Vietnam through speesches, movies and printed materials. ALs a result of i
their efforts twenty-ciht persons requested to be evacuated to Binh Son
District Headguarters as refugees. Through the cooperative efforts of the
District Chief, .the Regional Forces at AN DIEN Qutpost and this Battelion,.all
28 were evacustbed on D + 1. Afdditionally, the populace was very desirous of
having security remain in their hamlet on a. permanent basis thus depriving
the Viet Cong access end oontrol of the. area. C-

14. COMMANDIR'S LNALYSIS:

a« This operation had many facets of success:

(1) Hight ‘Heliborne Assgult ~ This was the first time that this
Battalion has participated in a night =~  heliborne assault. Iven though
natural light was nonexixtent, the operction was executed w1th1n the planned
tine frame utlllzlng flpres dropped from an aircraft. LandLng zZones were
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positively marked by the Battalion Eathfinder Teans using strobe. light. Thera
were no problens encountercd 1ﬂ the 1ift and lighting conditions in the objec~
tf%e arca were excellent throughout the helilift, The target arca sedected
was desirable for this type of operation, ThHe objective area was isolated and
could be ercireled with mlnlmal efforts Three landing zones were located
within 1,000 meters of each o%ner, Yyet no. rnajor problens of control were
eneountcred during the apprOach end retirement of thc helicowteLs whlle slmul-
taneously landing in thre 3 -separate. zones,

(2) COUNTY F.iZ ggerations During the two days that this Battalion
oeoupied TAK ¥EUOC 24} anlet a "CUUNTY. FAIR" type operation was conducted.

This was the first: time that this Battalion has conducted an operation of this
natures This phase of the operation permitted representatives of the governw
nent of Vietmanm to penetrate into an area thet has in the past bgen totally
dominated by thc Vzet Conge This provided the government an opportun;ty to
extend its 1nfluenc; in this arca. Such a penctration was very detrimental to
the Viet Cong cause, Indications of this was demomstrated when nine (9)
fanilies, twentyﬂﬂzht'(Qs) persons, requested to be evacuated from that axrea
as refugees, Fersonnel from within the hamlet were eager to point out Viet
Cong supporters and leaders located within the "COUNTY F..IR" compound as well
as Viet Cong guorrillas hiding 3n caves, - Furthen: the pcople vere eager to
express their grievances to tht government representatives and requested .
that permanent government se¢urity be provided in their henlet.

It is believed that had this Battalion remained in the objective area for
a longer period, an even greater number of Viet Cong ¢ould have been uncovered,
sn operation of this nature can win the confidence of the. people no wmatter
how long they have been donmineted by the Viet Cong,

o IRV g
C, R, VORGAtG L’
deting .
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HEADQUARTEL
%rd Battalion, Tth Marines
lgt Marine Division (Rein) FIF
PPO, San Francisco 96602
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Fromt Commanding Officer -
Tos Commanding General, lst Marine Division
Viat Commanding Officer, 7th lMarine Regiment

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Réport. 9rd Bn.?¥ th Mer. Log No

4 ‘ \ . A5~
Ref1 (a) Freg Order 7-66 ] . '57;-‘%5;?;)' #7943

1. Code Name., Operation WMORGANY

2, Dates of Operation, 200600H to 221615H May 1966

3.4 Location, MY 10C Hamlet Complex BS 501891 BINH SON District, QUANG NGAI
Provintes ~

4o Control or Command Hoadquarterss Lieutenant Colonel C. He BODLEY

5« Tagk Orzenization,

3rd Battalion, 7th Marines (-)

3rd Platoon, Company "B", 1lst Tank Battalion

3rd Platoon, Company "C", 1st AT Battalion

Recon Company, 2nd Infantry Division ARVN

Section, Company "A", 3rd Am Trac Battalion

Detachment — 3rd Platoon, Company "C", 3rd Engineer Dattalion
Detachment - FO,Battery "I", 3rd Battalion, 1llth larines
Detachment - National Folice, BINH SON District

Scout Dog Team III MAF

Detachment -~ ISO Tth Marine Regiment

Detachment - Psy Warfare Team, 2nd Infantry Division 4RVN

Detochment - Psy Warfare Team, lst Marine Division
Detachnent - Tth Counterintelligence, lst liarine Division
Detachment « 9th ITT, lst Marinc Diwision

Detachment - Intelligence Section, 2nd Infantry Division, ARVN

6+ Supportingz Forces

so Air (Chronological Utilization)

At 200700H one HUIE arrived at Landing Zone ROBIN to pick up Crepe
Myrtle 6 for airborne commend, The HUIE was used to deliver one interpreter
from Landing Zonc ROBIN to Company "L" at Landing Zone AFFLE. LAt 2007454
Crepe Myrtle 6 was airborne for cormand of the operation.

"I Hour for this operation was dependent on the advancement of the

OOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YRASES.
DOD DIR 520040
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armored column moving west from Highway 1 from the CHAU TU area. As the
armored colurm approached the prescribed phase line, the Battalion Commander
established I-liour gs 201C15E, 4t 201000E twenty helicopters commenced 1ift-
ing four hundred ARVE troops from QUING NGil Airfield to landing Zone PINL,
Compeny "L" (-) end Company "I" were lifted from Landing Zone AYFLE into
Landing Zone YX.CE and Landing Zone PE:R respectively. Sixteen helicopters
werg used for this 1ift, Company "K" and one platoon of Company "M' were
helilifted fronm Landing Zone ROBIN and landed in landing Zone PLUM. The
Battalion Command Group and H&S Corpany were lifted from Landing Zone ROBIN
and landed in Llanding Zone IPEAR, 411 landing zones were preped by air come
neneing at 1~15. EUISS were on station to spot/observe and report any
azression 2f enemy forces. The 1ift was complseted at 201115H,

Two UH34s were standing by on condition 4 for rcsupply utilization.
The resupply aircraft flew twenty-six missions in support of the operation.

- At 201400H the resupply helicopters delivered GP tents, stoves and civil
affairs equipment to the Battalion CP (FWD), 4t 201500E fifteen Vietnamcse
National Police arrived at the Dattalion CF (FWD) from BINH SON.

© At 210830H six persomnel arrived from BINZ SO, At 21100CE an
emergency med-cvac reguest was submitted fpom Circumvent I for 3 ceivilian WIk,
Crepe Myrtle 14 was not informed“of thc time of completion.

At 220900H resupply helicopters arrived to evacuate rice to BINE SON, -
4n estimated 40,000 pounds was evacuatcd in approximately two hours., 4t
221400H thirty-six Vietnamese Psy/Warfare personnel and National Folice were
lifted from the Dattalion CP (FWD) to QUANG NGAI and BINH SON, At 221430H
stoves, GF tents and niscellaneous equipment were lifted from thc Battalion
CP (FYD) to Landing Zone ROBIN, :

The retraction of thc Battalion from Landing Zone PE.R to landing
Zone ROBIN commenced at 221450H and was completed in approximately one hour
and ten minutes, Sixteen helicopters were used for the retraction.

b, Axtillery (Chronological Utilization)

Fire Support -

Fire support was provided by Battery "I', 3rd 3attalion, 1lth
Marines from the vicinity of coordinates DS 552887, 4t approxinetely 2009CCOH
Battery "I" was laeid and ready to fire, Organic fire support units included
one section of 8lm mortars from B&S Company, 3rd Battalion, Tth Marines and
the companies! 60rm mortar sectiond.

Surmary of Brents

(1) On 20 May the FSCC landed with the Battalion Command rost
Group in landing Zonc I'EiR vicinity of coordinetes BS 5C19(0 and moved with
the Comand Post Group to the vicinity é6f coordinatcs BS 50058905 where the
permancnt Command Tost was established.

(2) On 21 Mpy the 8lrm mortar section registered at coordinates
BS 487896,

(3 Ko artillery fire except H&Is were fired in support of 3rd
Battalion, Tth Marines during the operation, 7 :
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(£) 4t epproximately 22160CE retraction by helicopter was completed
and Battery "I", 3rd Battelion, 1lth Marines was recleascd, - -

Corments

(1) it no timc during the operation was commmnications a problcms
However, we never had direct communications with eithor 7th Marines FSCC or.
with 3rd Battalion, 1lth larines FIC, Communication with these stations was
thru Battery "I', 3rd Battalion, 1lth Marincsg,

{2) Two FRC-25s were provided by Tth Marines FSCCs One was
utilized by 3rd Battalion, Tth Marines F808, the other by the /rtillery FO
Tean assigned to Company "I", ?%rd Battaelion, 7th Merines. The incrcased
reliability and increased range experienced with the PRC-25 meke it highly
desiraeable that the ¥RC-25 replace the 1RC-9 as soon as possible,.

70 Intell B ENcCea
e dnticipated Enemy Strengzth and Situation

(1) Operation "MORGAN" was an operation conducted in westecentral BIIH
" SON District, QUANG NGAT Yrovince which combined an armored-infantry thrust
moving west from the vicinity of Naticnal Route #1 with a helilift of two
battalions into encircling positions around the objective area proper. The
tactical scheme of maneuver was designed to clear the area immediately north
of the TRA BONG River west from Route #1 and compress all civilian.personnel
into the encircled area in order to conduct a "COUNTY FuIR" type operation,

(2) Although there were unconfirmed rcports of a battalion-gized unit
in the area, it was not anticipated that major resistance would be encountered,
Snipers, and possibly, small groups of lightly armed V0 wecre expected to
harass and attempt to slow the armored column as well as to fire at friendly
forces in HlZ6e This estimate proved esscntially corrects

(3 The MY LOC Hanlet complex (Vicinity BS 500900) had not been entered
and occupied by fricndly forces in nearly eight months. Since experience had
shown that areas farther east, and much closer to BINH SON District Headquarter:
had firmly entrenched VC political and economic cadre which effectively con-
trolled the populationy a similar situation was asesumed to exist in MY LOC,

The conduet of the operation, particularily the interrogation conductcd in
conjunction with the "COUNWTY FAIR", proved the estimate to be correct.

e L ~ -
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b, Currenbx and Source of Intell;gence.

(l) The intelligence on which the operation was based was derived
from a continuing picture maintained on this arca., BINH SON and QUANG NGAI
intelligence sources had reported extensive, but relatively low-level VC
activdty in the area for several months, Further, friendly combat patrols
operating north snd east of the actual MY LOC objective area had made contact
with local force VC units on frequent occasionss In view of these sources
and the information gained during the operation 1tself, the intelligence is
con51dered both current and adequates ,

¢e Strength and Situation Actuslly Encountered.

(1) Enemy strength was essontially as predlcted. No major contact
was experienceds The Division Reconnaissance Company, 2nd AHRVN Division,
while accompanying the armored sweep west into the objective areca on D-Day
encountered light sniper fire, This situation repeated itself on IH2 when
the same unit, while escorting refugees from the objective ares sast to BINH
SON, again received isolated sniper fires The Command Control helicopter
carrying tho Battalion Commanding Officer rececived light harassing fire on
D.Dgy while controlling the movement of the armored column,

(2) The situation with respect to VC political and economic control
of the area as anticipated prior to D-Day was confirmed through lengthy talks
with villegers and interrogations of VC gnd VCS, Since MY LOC was an area so
far removed from government control and so infroquently entered by patrols,
the VC had encountered no difficulty in setting up their interlocking system
of associations and sub-cells thereof, which effectively controlled the people's
lives, Thoir dissatisfaction with#itérs dominance was evidenced by the willing-
ness of 750 people to leave their homes and majority of their bolonglngs and
evacunte the erea to BINH SON,

d. Signif10qpt Intellizence Gained.

(1) During the course of the "COUNTY FAIR" phase of this operation,
many civilians were interviewed and a number of VC and VCS, screened out of
the "COUNTY FAIR" group, actually interrogated. While they 4id not reveal
any information of startling importance to the intelligence collection effort,
an analysis of the information they did reveal gives & reasonably clear pice
ture of VC military activities in the area. Military control of thc popula-
tion is vested in small 8 ~ 10 men squads of guerrillas operating in cach of
the population centers in the village of BIVH TUY, They arc backed up by a
100 - man company, which uses the MY LOC . DUC AN area as a rest and training
center, and moves out of the arca for deliberate combat operations, OCurrently
the training is being conducted near DUC AN, and an unknown but fairly large
number of rceruits are undergoing instruction., This local force company is
reportedly armed with an adequatc assoritment of individual small arms, plus
60mm mortars and light machineguns. When friendly forces enter the area on
operations oxr patrols, the company flees south across the TRA BONG River oxr
wost into the mountains. On this operation, the evidence is strong that the
VC elements in the area at the time did, in fact flce southe
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(2) Since this area is relatively secure for the VO for reasons pre-
viously stated, therc wes a predictable lack of extensive caves, tunnels, and
fortifications. Some small femily type bomb shelters were encountered under
houses in the hamlets, and a shallow defensive trench surrounded the majority
of the hamlet,

(3) A detachment of 9 ITB accompanied the Dattalion Command Group on
this operation and was of great valuc in interrogating VO and VCS screened out
of the "COUNTY FPAIR" group. Further, 15 National Police from QUANG INGAIL and
BINH SON, most of which were natives of the area were also present and very.
valuable, particularily in identifying VC by means of the "Blacklists" devel-
oped over some period of times A total of 26 VCC and 2 VCS were picked up on
this operation. The prescnce of ITT and National Police on the scene made it
possible to establish their status (VCC or VCS) on the spots This type of
support is almost & must for operations of this nature,

e Weather and Terrain,

(1) Weather, Diring the course of this operation the weather was
generally cloudy with light rain. Thig rain did not however, hamper the moves
ment of the unit, or the use of helicopters for re-supply to any great extent,

- Cloud cover prevailed throughout most of the operation with a ceiling of -
from 1000 ~ 1500 feets On the last day of the operation the weather cleared
end movement of this unit out of the operation erea was carried out without
complication,

(2) Tefrain. Terrain oncountcrcd by this unit in the area of operutlons
is analyzed as followss

() Cratical Terrain: The hill located at BS 505896 is the dominas-
ting terragin feature of the area of operations, simply because it overlooks
the entire area of operations and also commands an excellent view of the ter=.
rain north, east and south of the area of operations. 4lso the hill mass
located BS 517895 to BS 529903 ig critical in that it commands a wide expanse,
of the terrain south and northeast.

(b) Observation end Fields of Fire: From the above ares indicated
as "eritical" good observation of surrounding terrain may be. established.
Fields of fire from these areas vary, but in general are limited by the oon-
figurations of intervening vegetation adjacent to hamlets in the arecas

(¢) Cover and Concealments Concealment, and, to a somewhat lesser
degree, cover are provided by heavy to moderate vegetation in and around the -
hamlets in the area. Excellent cover is provided for small units in properod
positions, fighting holes, small defensive trenches located in strateglc
positions throughout the area of operations,

(a) Obgtacles: DLimited obstacles, either man made or natural
were found throughout the area of operations. Hedge rows which are natural
to this type of terrain presented the greatest obstacle encountered; those
however d4id not hamper movement of troops to any great degree. The trails
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locatod around the hamlets in the erea do have a few "men treps™ or punji
pitss These pite vary in dinensions from 3 = 4 feet wide and decp to the

very small foot trap, These traeps however were easily uncovered and appeared
to be plaged on the trails to harmss rather than slow down or chamnelize move
ment of troopse &11 in all obstacles encountered 4n the area did little to
hamper the mission of this unit in this arce. :

8e dveres of Appréaohl Due to the nature of the terrain, avenues
of approach are unlinited by reasons stated wnder cover and concealments

8. Mission, 3rd Battalion, Tth Marines (-) (Rein) in conjunction with
slementg of 2nd Infantry Division, AHVN conduct operations in the south centrsl
section of the BINH SON District (MY LOC Hanmlet Complex) to locate,, fix, and
destroy enemy persomnel in the objective areca and to preparc the area for a
UCOUNTY FAIR" type operations s

9. Concept of Operntion, On the night of D-3 one company will move overland
to establish blocking positions vicinity BS 480954 to BS 478947 On Dl a
second company will esteblish an assembly area vicinity DS 543942, and then
gweep from the assembly arca on D=l in a westerly direction through. the hemlet
complex of THANH TRA (2) and (3) end TAY PHUOC (1) and (2). On the night of
D1 the blocking company will dispateh one platocn in a southerly direction
t0 establish blocking positions vicinity BS 488889, The sweeping company and
renaining elements of the blocking company will move to a harboring site
vicinity of landing zone APPLE, On DeDay an armored/infa.ntry columm consiste=
ing of Tanks, Ontos,” I¥T, and an 4RVN Recon Company will depart Route #l

BS 588944 and nove overlend in a SW direction on the main trail paraslleling
the TR4 DBONG Rivers When the ocolumn reaches a designated phase line, the
company and company (=) at lending zond APPLE will commence a helilift to
landing zones north of the MY LOC Hamlet Complexe Simultanecusly an ARVN
Battalion will commence a helilift into a landing zone south of the TR4L BONG
River adjacent to the MY 1OC Hamlet Complexs Following the troop movenent
from landing zone APPLE, the aircraft will roturn to landing zone ROBIN to
helilift a third company and the Battalion Command Group inte landing zone
PEAR, Upon completion of the helilift all elements will ccnduct a coordinated
movement to seal off major routes of egress of the MY LOC Hamlet Complex. :
This will be followed by a sweep of the objective area to locate, fix and
destroy all enemy persommel in the area and to neutralize the area for a
"COUNTY FAIR" operation to follows The armored/infantry column will continue
in a westerly direction taking up blocking positions on the gastern end of
the objective area upon arrivale Upon completion of the tactical mencuver
all village persomnel within the objective area will be gathered in a central
location to participate in the "COUNTY FAIR" operation, Simultaneously
supplicsy eguipment, and special personnel will be flown into the objective
area to implement the Psy/MWar Program, It is anticipated thst the operation
will be three days in durations

10, Execution. At 171930H (D-3) Compeny "L" departed the lef"t flank of the
MLR end proceeded in a westerly direction to a harboring site vicinity BS
495963 arriving at 180400H, OCompany "I" remained in this posi.tion until

6
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181.930H at which time they departed to establish blocking positions at BS
480953 to BS 478945 arriving at 190400H D=1, 4t 190015H Company "I" departed
OP #39 BS 574964 and arrived in & harboring site BS 544942 at 190345H, 4t
190600H Company "I" commenced a sweep in a westerly direction through THANE
TRL (2) and <"§ BS 530947 and TAY PHUOC (2) and (3) BS 490948, During this
sweep Company "I" and Company "I" reported no enemy contacts or sizhtings.

At 191600H Compeny "I'" and Company "L" linked up and noved to an asserbly

erea adjacent to landing zone AFPLE BS 495944« A&t this time Company "1"
digpatched one platooﬁRem) to ‘establish a harboring site BS 480835 and

then move during darkmess to BS 488890 to establish blocking positions in the
western sector of the objective area before daylight on D-Day. _

‘wDeDay 20 May 1966-

At 2006008 an engineer detachnent fron 3rd Platoon, Company "C",
1st Engineer Battalion with a security element (3rd Platoon, Conjany- "PN) _
conducted a route mine clearing sweep from BS 593936 to BS 583929, Whilec on |
this mission sporadic small arms sniper fire was received from BS 580930 -and
BS 581925, 8mall arms fire was returned end an artillery migsion was fired
on these two positions. The VC broke contacts No friendly casualties resultod.
Upon reaching BS 583929 the security platoon fron Company "' retracted to
Highway i1 for return to the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines Cormand Post. The
- BEngineer detachnent joined the armored column to provide assistance during
‘their movement,
4% 200845H the arnored/1n¢antry column consisting of a Platoon of
Tanks (Z1 P13, Co.tD",1st Tank 3n), a PIt,” of .Ontos. (3d-P1t,~Co "%, 1st AT Bn),
r. scction of, in Trzc§ (32 Plt, QM4 ,1st v Trac i), and thd.Robonnagssmocits
2nd Infantry Divigion ARVN departe from ighway il ‘and cormenced movenment
" & south westerly direction on" an axis. generally parallcllng the TR4L BONG
vaer. ‘When the column reached vicinity BS: 573918 the hnks and in Tracs: -
could not negotiate the axis of advance and had:to retract to Highway #1 to
gsecure the opcrﬂtlon. "The remaining elenents of "the ‘column (Ontos and ARVN
Recon Conpany) continued in a south westerly direction as sche_uled.
, . 4% 201015H Conpany "I" comenced ‘& helilift into landing zone PﬂACh
BS 490896 followed by Company "I" into landing zone FiiR BS 500898 and then
Cenpany "K' plue 1 platoon from Conpuny "M into landing -zone PLUM BS 513900,
The helilift ended with tho Jattallon Cormand Group landing in landing zonc
PEAR BS 500898, Imnadlately upon landlng all elenents naheuvered to desige-
nated positions to seal off all major-routes of  escape from the objective
-aress The 2nd Battalion, 4th Regiment ARVN conducted a heliborne landjing
into:landing zcne PINE BS 493884 in conjunction with the 3rd Battalion, Tth .
Marincs landings Thc ARVN Battalion. upon landing swept the south bank of the
TRA BOMNG-River and then took up blocking . p051t10ns fron BS- 490886 :to BS:515889.
Original plans had ealled for the ARVN Dattallon to’ sweep north: across the '
TR4A BONG River but & suitsble fording site could not be located so the ARVN
Battalion remained on the south bank throughout the operations ~. -
~°7" . When tho eneirclament was complcte at 201200H Company "K' conlucted
& egarch and destroy mission of the MY IOC Hamlet Complex in a sweep to the
west. No eneny contacts or sightlnbs wcro roportcd durlng thls sweep.'

"41’"'
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At 201300H the cormand group moved from landing zone FEAR and estab-
lished the Cormmand Post at BS 501892. Throughout the build up of the heli-
1ift. an L-19 sircraft was on station giving instructions to the villagers on
what actions to take and what would be expected of them during the "COUNTY
FLAIR" operation, In addition the aircraft broadcasted a tape recording of a VC
Who pleaded . with his comrades to give up the VC cause and support the
logally constituted governnent of Vietnam.

By 201500H a.pprox:.metely 500 villagers had gathered to take part in
the "COUNTY FLIR",

At 2011308 the Armored/Infantry columm BS 575913 enroute to- the
obgectxvc ares was hit by sporadic sniper fire from BS 555910. The column
returtied fire and manuevered a the V0 fled and contact was lost. 4t 201145H
the armored/infantry columm apprehended 2 male VC8 (eges 18 and 52) at BS
574718 for not heving proper identification. 4t 201200H the Ax’-mored/Infm try
-column epprehended 3 male VC8 at BS 575915, ages 37, 37, and 46 for not
having proper identification. 4t 201230CH the jrmored/Infantry column
apprehended 4°VC8, ages 16, 16, 16 and 18 at BS 547895 for not having proper
identification. At 201330}{ the arnored/infantry column apprehended 1 VCS
male sge 22 for not having proper identification. -4ll of the above VCS
-were forwarded to 3rd Battelion, Tth Marines collection point for dn.sposrblon.
4% 201530H the Armored/Infentry column received sporadic sniper fire fronm
BS 541894. The column returned fire and manuevered - the. VC flel and broke
contact. 4t 201550H the Armred/lnfe,ntry columm cbserved approximately 8 Vo -
with weaponsy 1 fennle, and 2 laborers in two boats landing at 3S 525895.
When told to halt the VC opened fire end fled overland in a westerly direction,
The colwm returned fire and pursued. The VC broke contact and fled. = The
female wos epprehended and classified as a VCS, It was determined that the
leborers were farnmers coerced into tremsporting the VC across the river.

The farmers were screened by the ARVN and released. The Jx.rhored/ Infantry
column destroyed the two boats, 25 kilos of rice, 10 pounds of medical sup-
tlies (c')tton gauze} and. retained 25 flash light betteries.

At 201715H the drmored/Infantry colurm reached the MY LOC Hemlet
Complex and took up blocking positions on the eastern end of the cbjective
area tying in with Compe.ny "K" on the.north and the TRA BONG River on the
south, -

During the afterncon of D-Day 16 National Police fron BINH SON and
21 Psy War personnel from QUANG NGAT asrrived by helicopter to participate in
the "COUNTY FAIR" operation. The majority of D-Dey was spent setting uwp tentss
constructing a collectinn cempound, screening the populace for VC and VCS,
and giving lectures on vhy the government forces were prasent end what bene~
‘£fits could be derived by teking part in the "COUNIY FAIR" operation.

By 201900H all blocking elements were in positicn, the objectlve ares |
was thoroughly searched, and the compound area s prepa.reu foxr extensive '
Pgy War operqtlons on D+1,

No enery contacts or s:Lght:mgs were reported on the mé_,ht of D-Day
or early morning hours of D+l, :

AL
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DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

o | ®
' o 29 May 1966
-2 21 May 1966-

4t 210745H Corpany "K' end the Recon Company LRVN began a coordinated
and detailed sweep of the objective area fron east to weste No encmy con=
tacts or significent sightings were reported on this sweep.

Throughout D+1 extensive "COUNTY FAIR" activities continued. Over
300 men, women and children were nedically treateds 4 total of 53 personnocl
reccived dental treatment. 1650 neals were prepared and fed to 825 peoplecs ,
Five Psy War (political) lectures were given and five novies were shown,
800 Vietnamese nagazines and periodicels were digstributeds The main avent
of the day was the sppearance and presentation of the BINH SON District
Chief, He discusged current government pollcles anid plans, and in addition
held private moetings with the villagers and llstened to their grievances.

4t 211845E elemonts of the Recon Company, 2nd Division ARVN found one
"VC hiding in a foxhole at BS 514895. The VC led the Recon personnel to a
cave at B3 513892 which contained one MAS=36 riflc with bayonets 4 105 round
wes found nesr the entrance to the cave, In continuing tc search out this
arca 9- 2.75 ZUNI Rocket rounds, -and 7= 105 rounds were located at BS 513894.
4L VCS nale was apprehended in this vicinity because of being nilitery age-
with no identification cards - The orcdnance wes destroyed by an engineer
detachnent and the VC and VCS were sent to the 3rd Battelion, Tth Marines
interrogation compound for disposition,
- ‘On the night of D+l and early morning hours of D+2 no - eneuy contacts

or significant sightings were reporied,

~D+2 22 May 1966~

At 220815H the lst Marine Division Band was helilifted into the MY LOC
Hamlet Complex and presented a 1 hour concert. ’

' At 220930HE refugees from MY LOC Hamlet Complex who had decided to
evacuate to the District Headquarters commenced departing, The refugees
(total 750 with 250 head of cettle) were accompanied by the Recon Companys

2nd Division ARVN, 3rd Platoon, Company "C", lst AT Battaelion and lst Platoon,
Company "K", 3rd Battalion, 7th Mariness At 221130H the refugee column was
hit by sporadic sniper fire from BS 540895, Friendly element providing
security returned fire and manuevered, resulting in the capture of one VG

WIA by the 3rd Platoon, Company "C", lst AT Battalion. The VC was evacuated
by helicopter to QUANG INGAI. - o :

At 22093CH helicopters commenced evacugting 40,000 pounds of rice to
the District Headquarters. Of the total rice 36,0C0 pounds belonged to the
- refugees and the remaining 4000 pounds was a cache that was uricovered in the
" MY 10C Hamlet Complex,

By 22123CH all refugees had departed MY LOC and were enroute to the
District Headquarters, &t 221300H the National FPolice and Psy War personnel
were helilifted back to BINH SON and QUANG NGAIL,

At 221400H the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines Command. Post and Companies
"I, K", and "L" moved to landing zone PSAR BS 500900, 4t 221500H the
Battalmn comnenced a retraction by helicopter to landing zone ROBIN (3ra
Battalion, 7th Marines Command Post)s By 221615H the retraction was come P
ple‘bed. o

" At 221600H g1l clements of the refugee colwmn reached the District

(3]

DECLASSIFIED |



DECLASSIFIED

2;81V13y 1966 . | .

HopAqnmetere, The et Plotoon, Company "K' was transported by6x6 trick from
TIVH SON to the 3rd Battalion, Tth I"Iar:m.es Carmand Post, arriving at 221930E,

ll. RG SultSn

es Friendly
(1; KIA « O
WIA ~ 0
3; MIA -0
4) KBA - 0

be A&l@: » ‘ | E /l
2(15 I‘;ﬁ- o A A : |
2 -1 :

23§ MIA - O

4) VCC ~ 25

gs VCS - 2
6) Equipnent loss

(a) 1 MAS-36 rifle with bayonet, 9 - ZUNI rockets, 8 - 105nm
rounds, 1 = 8lmm mortar roundy 2 - cergo river boats,
10 pounds nedical supplics (cotton and gauze), 25 flashlight
" batteries, and 4 ponchos.
(7) 4000 pound rice caches

19, Administration Matters.

as Operation "MORGAN" was an unqualified logistical su€cess. Resupply
and services were furnished the Battalion and its attachments by the Battalion
operated L8A located at the Battalion resr (landing zono ROBIN). The nornal
Battalion loglstlcal organization eugnented by & logistical radio net and
two HST ‘tcams furnished by the shore party compriscd the system, Two helie-
copters 4in" ddrect support of the Battalion provided logistical transportation,

b, 4 Battelion Aid Station (Forward) consisting of a Medical Officer
and four corpsmen provided support to the Battalion Commend Post and the Civil.
Affairs Programs Organic and MEDCAP Medical supplies were adequates :

ce Transportation to and from the objective area and im the rear was
by truck and helicopter as called for in the operation plan, and wag accon-
rlished without-incidente The Bagttalion Food Service Section prepared and
served meals in- support of the Civil Affair Progran. '

dy T71th onk exteption, chmunications wera - suctessful ant edequates

The cxception was “the failure of continuous communication on the Regimental '-' L
Cormand net., Contsct on t:.\ls n\.'b img J.WC( ul;on relbcetaon of redio rm?.-. at -

Reblﬂcnt:.l hoedquarters. L U T LT

et

”

1
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' 13- Sgecie.lﬂEquipmént and Techniques.

(1) An L-19 aircraft was used for dropping leaflets and broadcasting
Psy War propegenda. Effect and coversge wes excellent, .

(2) Scout Dogs werec used for searching out caves, ‘tunnels, and false
structurese The effect of their service was excellents No problems resulted
in the area of heat prostration because of the relatively cool temperatures
end static posture of the operation.

(3) Projector, movie M123A with generator portable Cl9L,
The effect of this visusl aid was considered excellent, Most
villagers had never seen a motion picture before and seemed very enthused
during the showing.

be Techn 1gucs

"County Fair" Concept

Backg*pund Planning

(1) The order %0 commence plannlng for operatlon "MDRGAN“ was
vreceivem at epproxinately 1T1TOCE May 1966. For plamming on the type of
prolaband; to use, the following area study was madet

(a) The peOple.Of My Loc are mostly rice farners. - Some
tobacce and many types of fruits and vegetables are grown, In addition, a
}imited number of the people of the area axe involved in fishing,

(b) The people are generally in support of the VC, Most
.families have one or more members who are VO, The people have a limited knowe
ledge of the G.V.N. and its functions. The last known ARVN unit to operate in
the ares was several years &gCs '

(e) Schocling is limited 6 small schools of 10 to 20 students,
Only 20% of thé school ege children attend schools

(a) Religion of the people is predonlnantly Buddhist with a
few Catholics interdisperseds There is a Catholic Church in My Loc, but no
rriest heé been present in several years, .

(2) The Tth Marine Regiment supported the operation with rice and
MED-C.P supplies, The Division G=5 Staff provided technicel advice and assis-
tance in the form of't B80C megazines, 30 posters, & notion picture projector
set, three movie films,. . two recorded tapes for the operation and an L-19
aircraft was obtained to broadcast the. pre-recorded psychological warfare tapess

’ - 43) Thg 3rd Battalion, Tth Merines C4 Officer made e liaison visit
to the G~5, Quang Ngai on 19 May 1966, The ARVN Civil iAffairs organization was
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" discussed along with {f) support 3rd Battalion, Tth Mefes would be providing.
in operation "MORGAN".™ Specific details of the Psy Wer effort were discusseds
4 helicopter picke-up point and departure time were planned. It was decided
that the G«VeN. could support the civil action porticn of the "COUNTY FiIR"
by providing & CA Force comprised of a lst Lty Tean Leader (Company Cormander
Psy/Warfare Company), & Werrant Officer (issistent Tean Leader), two eight man
Psy Warfarc Teans end one LRVN Corpsnan. 4 two man.U.S. irmy Loud Speaker
Tean would accompany these personnel. In addition a 16 nen’Taticnal Folics -
Totail  was mride dvaildhle and méconpanied the CA, The U.S. CA Team was come
prised of one officer, three corpsmen, one doctor and two cooks. . The 3rd
Battalion, Tth Marines provided all logistical and security support,

Bxecution

' (1) On D-Day at 201100H 3rd Battalion, 7th Marine. units encircled
the My Loc Hamlet Complex, "4t 201115H an I-19 aircraft circled overhead and
broadcasted a tepe informing the people that ARVN and Marines were searching
for the VO, In addition, the people were instructed nd to run or they would be
thought to be VO, A4t 201145E a sweep of all hamlets within the objective area -
was made, At 201245H an L-19 aircraft broadcasted a tape instructing the peopls
to take enough eating utensils and personal belongings to remain away from home
for 2 to 3 days and that rice and soup would be provided by the G,V.N. A4t
201400H 3rd Battalion, 7th lMarines CP Group arrived at Y LOC Pagoda and
selected a compound site for the people of the village. 3By this time several
hundred people were gathering at the Pagoda. At 201445 H the Pgy Warfare Team
from QUANG NGAI arrived in the area. At 20150CH “COUNTY FAIR" Teams commenced
establishing the compound site in the vicinity of BS 499891. Working parties
were obtained, by the Psy/WAR Team LEADER, from the men of the hamlet, At
-201600H 16 National Policemen arrived. 4t 201700H the Psy/MWer Team moved
the people of MY LOC from the Pagoda to the CA Compound, At 201730H three GP
tents and cooking gear were installeds At 20180CH the Psy Warfare Team Leader
spoke to the people explaining the danger of leaving the compound, and that the
pecple of MY LOC were there for their own protection, 4t 201815H the people
were segrated into two compounds. :

' On DuDay +1 at 21060CH the construction of the compound was finished, to
include erecting barbwire around the compounds At 210615H hot soup and rice
were served to the people. At 210730H the Psy/War Team told the people the
Marines/ARVN were searching the hamlet for VC and that the villagers would be
detained in the compound for protection. The team also gave a pre-planned
speech on the purpose of the G.V,N., At 210800 a census was taken, (830
people were present) A&t 210830H the District Chief, Binh Son, arrived via
helicopter and spoke to the people concerning the G.V.N. policies and objectives.
He also explained. the Chieu Hoi (Open Arms) Programe At 211030H the Quang Ngai
sector G-5 arrived via helicopter. He spoke to the people on why the U.S.
Government was in Vietnam, and in genersl built up the imsge of the ARVN and
UeS. Marine Forces, 4t 211200H the registration of refugees began. The Psy/
Warfare Team further explained the Chieu Hoi Program. At 211230H sickcall was
sounded and over 300 villagers were treateds At 211300H dental call was sounded
and a total of 53 were treated. At 211400H the children were allowed to leave
the compound to feed and water their live stock. At 211500H My Loc was vigited
by the lst Marine Division Commander, and 800 magazines were distributed, At
211600CH an I~19 aireraft broadeasted an appeal of a former VC Platoon Commander,
to give up the VO cause, At 211615H the evening meal was served to the people.
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At 21170CH two movies were showns At 211900H the Psy/warfare Team sang Vietw
namese ballets and broadcasted the danger to the people of leaving the compound.
At 220600H soup and rice were served to the people, and the refugees were given
sand bags to transport their rice in. 4t 220700H the refugees were allowed.: to
return to their homes to get their belongings, 4t 220730H sickcall was sounded
and forty people were treated. &4t 220800H the lst Marine Division Band arrived
- and presented a program of American and Vietnamese songs. 4t 220900H the ..
refugecs begen staging bags of rice for helicopter evacuation. 4in estimated
374000 pounds of rice was transported to the Binh Son District Headquarters.
At 220930E 3rd Battalion, Tth Marine Units and ARVN Recon Unit began to escort
refugees to Highway #, An estimated 750 refugees and 250 cattle were evacuated.
At 221000H 3rd Bgttalion, Tth Marines began to strike the compound.

-Problem Areas-

'Problem 1

The -lack of strong direction and unified leadershlp by GV, N, CIVll
Affairs Force, -

, ‘ Discussion -~ The District Headquartera, Binh Son, was not imvolved
in the planning phase of the operations 4s a result, there was no GaV.N.
leadership to coordinate the Psy Warfare Team, Natlonal Police and U.Se Marine
Corps authorlties.

Recommendation - The G.V,N, CA Force should task organize et District
Headquarters prior to the operation so that a command section can be formed and
' a thorough bricfing be given by the District Chief,

Problem # 2 - -
Inadequate tlme to gather the people and to set. up a compound on D—Day.

Dlscu931on - It takes sevoral hours to gather all the )eople of the
: hamlet in one locatlon and 4 to - 6 hours to ostabllsh the compound.

Recommendatlon»nvln-the future,‘operatlons of this nature, should be
initiated as early in -the day as possible so as to:take advantage of maximum
da&light hours for the collection and processing of the local populace.

Problgm ﬁ 3

The requlrement for a Vletnnmese Gompound Security Force.

‘D150u551on -~ &%t the last moment Vietnamese guthorities deoidéd that
the 30 man compound security force would be provided by one of their units:
already tacticelly employed in the operation, Since the 4RVN Battalion never
crossed to the north bank of the Tra Bong Rlver as plannod the security force
never arrxved. -

Reeommendatlon - The Vletnamese compound security force ghould be
specifically designated with the solc mission of guarding VN working parties
during the construction of the compound and to guard the compound once it is
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fﬁnctlonlng. In such a capaclty it should be made a part of the G.V.N,
Ci force and not be part of a ARVN tactical unite
Problem # 4

: Feeding the Hamlet’s cattle during the period the villegers are
detained in the compound. |

Digcugsion ~ To the people of rural Vietnam, cattle are their
most valuable possession and cften they have more concern and take better care
of their cattle then they do themselves. Measures should be taken to ensure
the cattle are fed and watered while the people are detalned in the compound.

- Recommendation - The children, 12 years of age and below, should
be allowed, during daylight hours, to return home to feed and water the cattle.

Problem i# 5

Maintaining seperate compounds for men end women,

_ Discussion - The advisebility of heving the compound divided
whereby the men and women ere segregated throughout the duration of the opera«
tion is quustionable. The basic Vietnamese unit is the family., The whole
family share the responsibility for caring for the children, and they cook
and eat from the "family pot."

Recommendation - ifter the initial screcning and processing the
families should be reouniteds .

1

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

T
@ 29 May 1966 _

I

' 144 COMMANDER'S ANJA_*I_S_ |

The "County Fair" operation conducted in the MY LOC area was &
decided success. Much experience was gained thet will contributée to the
success of future operations of a similar nature. Several congiderations
in planning this type operation have alresdy been discussed in the preceed—
ing paragraphs. FPlanning must be conducted jointly between the representa-
tives of the government ofVietnam.and the participating Marine Corps unit.

Of perticular importance ares -
" ae Development of a "MHaster Plan® for the conduct of "County Fair"

A master plan must be developed so that VIET CUIG controlled areas
can be neutralized on a controlled, timely, and systematic basise If the
Provincial District is controlled by more than one U,S, military unit commander
the echelon of command having authority over the responsible unit commanders
should coordinate and develop the plsn, so that neutralization can be accomp—
lished systematically, The efforts of one unit, should compliment the efforts
of another unit, particularly when their tactical areas of responsibility
lie within the same district.

be Selection of the "County Fair' objective ares.
The "County Feir" oBJectlve ares must be mutually selscted by the
.Vietnamese District Chief and the senior Marine Corps commander whose unit
is participating in the operation, This selection should be bagsed, to a large
extent, on the availability of a militery or quesi military organization
cepable of maintaining positive control over the area on a permanent basis
once the "County Fair" has been concluded. - Routes of communlcatlon mist be
opened and maintained between adjacent areas that are already under conircl
of the District Government. Yositive control of these areas will alleviate
the ever increasing problem of evacuating refugees from a Viet Cong controlled
area to o government controlled area., The greet burden of responsibility for
. adainistrative, medical, billeting and other logistical support can be ad-
ninistered within the "County Fair" area rather than having these responsi-
bilities multiply in the already over committed District Headquarters. The

people will be eble to take care of their own needs with minimal government

support once their area is secure.
¢. Organizetional Support And Control of the "County Fair!" Operation

o & requirenent exists for an organization composed of civil admini-
stratars, civil police, medical and psy-warfare perscnnel to coordinate and
control the "County Fair" operation. A Vietnamese government officigl must
be responsible for coordinating this organization rather than a U.S, Official,
During the past two "County Fair" operatlons variety of Vietnamese organi-
zations wore rcpresentod but there was no one Vietnamese official coordinat-
ing ‘their offorts. Since this type of operation provides the Vietnanmese
Government the oppertunity to express their concern for the pecple's welfare
in the Viet Cong controlled area, the individual who is best suited for this
responsibility is the District Chief. He of coursg’is the spokesmen in his
district for the Covernment of Vietnam and is well versed in the assets that
are available, both logisticel and admlnlstrative, ss well ag government
p'elicies and procedures.
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15. Recormendations.

ge That the opcraticns have & duration-of "at loast 4 days = thus
‘reducing the possibility for the V€ to remain in hlﬂlng antil mllltary forces
heve left the exea, ,

- be Thet the areca selected be mutually abreed upon by the District Chief
and the nllltary unlt cormandeér.

¢e That a Viethamese ‘civilian ‘type 0rg anization coqrdinate‘andfqontrol
the "COUNTY FAIR' end that military ‘forces Be ised only for "the éncirclenent,
search and clear, and providing perinmeter securitys

‘de . That a Vietnanese Governmrient officiel bc assigned as the overall
coordinator and spokesman and that this ihdividusal teke part in the pre=
planninz phases so that he is completely fariliar with the scheme of manuevers
as well ‘as all the lorlstlcnl requirements and assetss

c. The objective area smst be geographically and tacticelly located
so that it cen be :supported by Vietnamese Government Troops on a continuing
basis once the operation has been corcludeds ‘This will allcv1ate the major
problem of the civilian populace reguesting to be -evacuated from the ares as
- refugees thus elimineting ‘the Tequirement for adultlonal adninistrative,
nedical billeting and logistical supporte -

fo 4 nastér,plan‘fpripermanent,neutralizatiQn and control of VC -conw
‘$rolled areas must be mutually forimmlated by the District Chief and the
Senior lMilitary Unit Commander within the district so that a systematic
progran can be developed. '
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R

e 4
-

Ref's Ea; 7thﬁar Frag Order 13—66 B
1stMarDiv OperO. 301-66 oi No

— : .’—_‘-‘-—.Mr 1_;

Time Zonet H : v —jzbfjl— éﬂcopy #5‘
1. SITUATION - , -6:. —<¥:‘
__"Jd&?1ﬂmgz;LJ»NS:§l,
as Enemy Forces N . -

1) Consistent, but. unconflrmed, intelligence reports from Quang Ngai
and Binh Son sources, have placed various VC battalion=sized uniis -
i within the ob;ectlve area for a perlod of six months. Infrequent
patrols of up to compeny size heve made contact with sizeable, well
equipped VC units who avoided major confrontation with friendly
forces. Information gained from a VC captive on Operation "YUMA"
indicates that a VU battalion is within the area, and is presently
‘conducting training of new recruitsi This report places, the
battalion and training center in DUC AN (Vicinity BS 5191).
~ 2) The battalion is reportedly armed with adequate small arms, light -
machineguns, both 60m and 8lmm nortars, and. 57 recoilless rifles. .
With the exception of the heavier porters and rccoilless rifles, '
all of these wespons heve previously been encountercdo '
* '

5

3) VC populatlon Gontrol in the arca is complbtely mzlnt(lncd not only
by armcd VC units; but also by political cadre meintaining en inter-

b .

locking systen of polltlcal and econonic a55001ot10n to which the
people are forced to belong. e :

b. Fricndly Forces
1) Battery "M', 3rd Battalion, 1llth Marines Artilléry Group:
2) 3rd Platoon, Company "B gt Tenk Battallon
3) 3rd Plntoon, Company "C", 1st Antl-Tcnk Bcttalaon
4) Compwny “C"; 1s% Roconnaissanoe Battalion |
5) 2nd.Betta110n, 4th Reglment, 2nd Infantry DlVlSlOn ARVN
6) Division Roconnalssance Company, 2nd Infantry D1v191on AHVN
7) Detachment Comapny‘"A", 3rd An Traclﬁattallon |
RAE— . : o e e

9) MG -12
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Co Attacggents and Detachrents
1)} Detachment 3rd Flatoon, Company “C"; 3rd Engineer Battalion
2) -FO Tqém, Battery "I, Zxd Bgttalion; 1lth Maiiﬁes
ol B)LfDétachment National Police, Binh Son District
4) Scout Dog Tean, ITI MAF |
5) Detachnent IS0, Tth Marine Regiment
" 6) 'DetaphmenﬂfPSy W&;_Tenm; 2nd -Infantry Divisioh §RVN N
l7)-'Detachmeﬁ£;Psy War:Team,'ISt_Narine'Division'~ B
‘B) Detachnent 7th Counterlntolllgence, lst larine D1v1s1on
9) Detﬂchment 9th rT, 1st Marine Division
10) Detachnent Intelligence'Section, 2nd 4LRVN Division

2. MISSION, 3rd Brttaliony Tth Marines (~) Rein in conjunction with elcments
of 2nd Ihfzntry DIVlSlOn, ARV, will conduct operations in thc south central
sectior of the Binh Son Dlstrlct to locate, fix, and destroy eneny personncl
in the objective arcn, and to prepare the arca for "County Fair" type opera-
tions. (See Operatlon Overlay.) “

3, " EXECUTION - -

ae Concept of Opcration, Operation "MORGA™ is a four phase joint opera~
tion. involving onc USHC Infantry Battalion, an ARVN Reconnaissance
Compeny, and one LRVY Battalion.

PEASE I -

On the night of ‘D=3 onc USMC Rifle Conprny (Rein) moves southwest
under cover of darkness to an assenbly area/harboring site vicinity
BS 491962, arriving there prior to daylight on D=2, That night it
will nove southwest to the vicinity of the linc BS 472948, BS 480954,
to establish blocking positions prior to daylighte &4 second USMC
Rifle Company will move to the vicinity of BS 543951 prior to day-
light on D=1 and from that point conduct & coordinated search and
destroy operation in the THAWH TR. (2), THANH TRA (3), TAY PHUOC(1)
 and TAY PHUOC (2) hanmlets. (See Uperation Overlay)e DBoth rifle
. companies, less one platoony asserble in the viecinity of Landing
Zone APPLE, BS 495946 by dusk D=1, On the afternoon of D-1, one
platoon (Rein) from the blocking company will covertly move into
an assgenbly area in the vicinity BS 485935 Under cover of dark=
~ness it will nove to the vicinity BS 488895 to establish a series
of observation posts/blocking positions. Elements of the lst
 Marine Division Reconnaissance Battalion will be inserted on Dl
. -ag's, blocklng/screonlng force north of the TRAL BONG River as
. indd %ggd on the Operstion Overlay.

[
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D-Day TIOVe one 155 8P How:.tzer Ba.ttery to OP#39, DS 572965 to
support USMC and ARVN units throughout the duration of the Opere.-
tion. At first light on D-Day, one USMC Rifle Platoon (-)(Rein)
will conduct a mine clearing operation fron BS 5029036 to BS 583928.
When the mine clearing olements have cleared FPHASE LINE ONE an
armored group congisting of ONTOS, TANKS, IVT's; aend one ARVN
Recomaissance Company will commence-its sweeps Throughout the
course of the armored. move s SPARROW-HAWK unit will be kept in an

- ‘alert status at Landing Zone ROEEN to. explo:Lt any .sightings nade
by air or reconnaissance elements.

PHASE ITT

Whon the armored forcé reaches the vicinity of PHiSE LINE THRUE a
S «_Jo__nt heliborne force will be smult'meously helilifted into the

- objective area. The ARVN Battalion will be helilifted fron QULNG

- NGAI Airfield into Landlng Zone PINE.BS 4920302, Landing Zone ASH
38 507885, and lsnding Zone OAK BS 501874. - At the sane tine one
.USIC Rifle Corpeny. ( ) will be helilifted from Landing Zonec AFPLE
BS 513950, into Landing Zone PEACH DS 489902, Turn-around heli-
copters will 1lift a second USMC Rifle Conpany fron Landing Zone
APFLE into Lending Zone FEAR BS 501907, &4 third USMC Rifle
Company will then be helilifted from Lending Zone ROBBIN into
Landing Zone FLUM BS 51%901l. The Battalion Taotlcal Cormand Group
will be - helilifted from Landing Zone ROBIN' to Landing Zone YHIR,
‘The ARV Battalion will. establish blocking positions along the
south bank of the TR. BONG River. The /rnored force/ARVN Reconnais-
sence Corpany will move into position in the vicinity of BS 511892,
The County Feir target erea will be encircled on the North and
West by USMC units and on the South and East by LRVN unitse. ARVN
‘units will cross to the north side of the TRA BONG River as the
tactical situntion permitse » ' '

FHASE IV

Once the "County Fa.lr" ta.rget ‘area hes been 1soloted a conbined
ARVN and USMC contingent will conduct a thorough seerch of the ter-
get area and begin extensive "County Fair" type operations. It is
anticipated that the duration of the "County Feir" operaticn will
"be 3 = 4 days. During the first six hours of the operation on
D-Day, contimmous 40 coversge will be provideds ~Ferticuler cmphasis

.. will be placed along the TRL BONG River and in advence of the

~wwodixmored unite On D-Day the ARVN units at the Al HOA outpost

-~ BS 473863 end Al DIEM outpost BS 553881, BS 556691, will assist by
‘esteblishing OP/Blockmg positions at prec‘;etern:.nod pos:Lt:Lons along
the South bank of the TRA BONG River. :

T be CONEE‘*E;Z L

1) .n the nlght of D-3 nove overland from the MLR to en agsenbly
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b 2) During daylight hours on D~2 establish obscrvation ﬁé‘é;bs”e.nd s
avoid contact and detection. During the night of D2 and prior
to daylight establish blocklng p031t10ns from BS 472948 to

BS 480954

‘;‘3)“00ur1ng dayllght hours.on D-I-coordinate with and provide block-
© ing assistance for Company "IV as they sWoep in.a westerly
au'=ct10n from 0P#39.- oo ‘

C4) 301 Whe a.f%ernoan of D-l dlspatch 'two Platoons to a daytime
. r’dGSCWbly site BS 485935 Unﬁer cover of darkness these two
~-Platoons will covertly move to obserVatlon/blocklng positions
from BS 487896 to BS 490887 arriving in position prior to day-
light on D=Day. Move the Company Command Group and the remain-
ing platoon to a harboring site vicinity Landing Zone APPLE
. B8 495945

4_<r~__w“w§)"°n the mornlng of D-Day and -on order, be prepared to helilift
' ' j'Irom uanQAng Zone APPLE to Landlng Zonc PLACH BS 489902.

S s ) Upur landing be prcpared. to cond.uc‘b a coord:_natcd. swcep south
N "~ between BS 488898 and BS 495905, Upon reaching the vicinity of
B3 489891 and BS .49889% establish- blocklng pos1tlons in prepara-
‘tion for Couaty Fair opcratlons.

“

Ce Comganv i

< 1) A% oo*sn on ])~1 ‘wove. overland from 0P+39 (BS 573968) to an
- assembly site vicinity BS 546950, . At first light on D=1 con-
duct a ¢oordinated scarch-and destroy.operation with Company
"IM, of the THANH TRA (2), THANH TRA (38, TAY PHUOC (1), end
TaY PHUJC (2) ‘hanlot complexes.

©2) Upon completion of the sweep, Juncture with Company "U' then
move to an assembly area with Company:'"L¥ vicinity Lending
Zone APFLE BS 495946,

3) On D-Day be prepared on order, to be helilifted from Landlng
Zone APPLE to lLanding Zone PEAR BS 501900.

Ta) Upon 1and1ng be prepared ‘to conduct a coordlnated sweep south
-, between BS 495905 and BS 505900. Upon reaching the vicinity
"BS 498893 and BS 507893 establish blocklng p051t10ns in prepara~

~ tion for County Pair operations.

—-dn«~Armored Forgg o

l) The Armored Force cons1st1ng of one Platoon of Tanks, one
Platoon of Ontos, two LVT's and one ARVN Reconnaissance Company
will conduct a search and destroy operation in the hamlet com-

plexes north of the TRA BONG River extending from Highway.#l
to MY LOC.
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| | 0 U ‘EthevArmoréd Force reaches the.vicinity of PHASE LINE N
. “(a) 4 fast moving group: composed of three Tanks, three Ontos,
- 2 LVTts, and one ARVN Reconnaissance FPlatoon will be disw
patched to the v101n1ty of BS 520894 to establlsh blocklng
poaltlons in congunctlon with USHMC unlts. e

DECLASSIFIED

(b) 4 slow moving group composed of the remsindcr.of the Armored
Force will ¢onduct a detailed- scerch and destroy operation
along the same axis of advance as the fast moving groupe

3) The Commanding Officer, Company "B", lst Tank Battalion will
- coordinate and control thc Armorcd Foroe durlng the search and
destroy operations. . .

Ce Comgagz i' K—"
1) On order be preparcd to helilift the entire company (Rein) from
Landing Zone ROBIN to landing Zone PLUM BS 511901,

2) Upon landing be prepared-to conduct a coordinated sweep south from
BS 505900 to.BS.517900. Upon reaching the vicinity of BS 507893,
BS 512895 end B8 518897 establish blocking positions. :

3) Upcn the arrival of the Armorbd,Group vicinity B8 520894 be prepared
to «cnduct a detailed search and clear operation in cvo'n;;unctlon
with contingents of the ARVN Reconnaissence Companj through the
MY LOC (1) and MY LOC (3) henlet conplexes.

f. Company mpo

- 1) 4t 0530H on D-Day provide onc ‘platoon to conduct a minc clearing
- operation along the trail from BS 592936 to BS 583928, Upon
reaching the vicinity of 38 585929 notify this Headquarters. After
. clearing PHASE LINE ONE provide eres security until the Armored
Group has passed PHASED LINE ONE at which time the mine clearing
platoon will return to H:Lghway #1 for truck retractlon to 3rd
' Ba.ttallon, 7th IIa.rlnes Corme.nd Posts

| 2) On D~Day provide oné squad (r01n) for SPARROW HAWK to be available
‘ for commr&nmntbv 0600H,

_3) By 080CH on D-Day provide one pldtoon for helilift from Landing
"~ Zone ROBIN. to La.ncllng Zone PLUM BS 511901.

4) Upon landing move to the vicinity of BS 512895 and BS 508897 to
establlsh OP/blocklng positions, C

5) On the afternoon of D-Day be prepared to retract one platoon from
- the vieinity Landing Zone PLUM.to Landing Zone ROBIII for further
'doployment to 3rd Battalion, 7th Marlnes MIR, -
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Battalion Command Grouy S o ¢‘,lwhmiﬂ~

1) On D-Day bo prepared to hcllllft from Landlng Zone ROBIN to
Lending Zone PEAR, .

2) Estdbllsh initial Command Post smte v1c1n1ty BS 501897

3) In conjunction with ARVN forces be prepared to conduct extensive

County Feir operations within the MY IOC (1) and MY 0¢ (3)
‘hamlet complexes, ' .

.JQELJ@BﬂEﬂL_iﬂﬂLSHl

1) On D-Day be prepared o helilift from Landlng Zone ROBIN to
Landing Zone PEAR,

2) Mortars will be laid initially on an azimuth of 3200 nilse

CoorﬂLn@ ;gg gggtruct;ogg
1) ,D Day 20 May 1966
2) L lour . To be announced but not. later than 201000H._

3). Landing Zones= APFLE BS 495946 .
- © PRICH BS 489902
CPEAR  BS 501900
FLUM BS 511901
‘ROEIK: BS 532028

4) PHASE LINES: ONE, Railroad DS 583927, BS 577936
. . TWO, TRAIL-EILL BS 579916, BS 572922, and BS 568930
THREE, TRATL-STREAM BS 561909, DS 558915, and BS 554928
' FOUR, TRAIL BS 540868, BS 534898, and DS 531905
FIVE, TRATL BS 518894, BS 513900, and BS 510909
SIK, TRAIL 3S 502887, BS 497897, end BS 495907

5) Fire Coordination Linet The arca bounded on the north by the
southern limits of the 1lst Marine Division Reconnailssance’ zone,
on the west by a line between BS 520893, BS 521900, and BS 523907,
‘and on the south by the TRA BONG Rlver.

- 6) 4RVN Control Linet A secondary Fire Coordination Line will be

established along the stream bed at BS 490888 to BS 506891 once
ARVN units cross the TRA BONG River to assist in the County Fair

- Operations.

7) County Fair Target 4rea: DS 498893, BS 503691, BS 498889, BS 490887
_and BS 490891,

" 8) ©s dtiiization is euthorizeds This Headquarters will be notifiod

when it is employed.
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of“éngagement: Reference (b)) - Ly

10) Reportlng I?structlonst . |
(a) All enemy sightlngs, contacts a.nd dlscovery of cachcs,
lf 'ﬂse~SPOTREP format - - ..
21 ‘UsetCAVES format.. - |
*3"’Use SITREP fornat:.

4" Aftersction report- due this Hegdquartbrs (8-3) 48 hours
after conpletlon of the Operatlon.

' 11) Position Reports.' o

(a) Thrust P01nts
4vTo "BS 5 500900
cm BS 530910 o |
e smr, 'BS 520870 | e
12) Uhclﬂsslfled Code Names "MDRGAN“ _ f":v S

; *13) Inltlal loc?tlon Qf thc Battallon CP w111 be bS 501897.

14) Antlclpated duratlon of the operatlon is. three ey Se-

JET »;'J 2
7 2
s
.
. a0t
L - .
: : (=)
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4. Administration angogiétic.

a,  SUPFLY

(1) General -

(&)

(v)

(e)

(a)

--

Prbécgibeg_ Loads ‘ ‘

Glass T + 4 mesls MIC, 3000 Civil Affair Tean mesls,
Cleas II - Combat Ze'séent:':r.a];, Civik Affairs Team supplies
Clags IIT - Vehicle ténks full

Cless IV = 15 rolls bérbivife for Civil Affair Teem
Class V - Basic Aiiowance

Supp_l’ieswand Fquipment availible

1 Prescribed Loads

2 Battnlion assets

—

3 FLSG assets (lmlted clothmg)

4 Attached units stage supplles ot LSA

Control and Distributiim

1 Logistics control by S-4 with forward 'Béttalion C.P. grou;

2 '1Sh established Battalion (Reln), LZ Robin, Battalion S-4
Rear control.

3 Unpit distribution

Resupply

1 Utilize RAPID REQUEST FORMAT to Crepe Myrtle Four,
2 Classify and seperate requests by priority,

3 Number request consecutively.

4 Regquests on fill or kill basis,

b. EVACUATICN AND HOSPITALIZATION

(a)

1) Bvacuation

Requests to Crepe Myrtla Four
Classify as tq priority
USMC to 1st Medical Battzlion v-a helicopter.

Vietnomese to Quong Nhoi via heRicopter,

.. . .y -~ - Lsa - e A,
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Hospitalization. As prescribed by medical officer as to
whom evacuated. - ' D ' s

TRANSPORT ATION

(1) Infantry to LD by truck, to objective area by foot er helicopter
as per operatlon plan.
- (2) Mechanized units-Organic via route ene tq‘objective‘éraa
(3) Two helicopters on stand by (condition four) for resupply and
MedBvac. Battalion rear control.
(4) Convoys as required establlshed by.C P, rear.
SERVICES
(1) Field uhits'fequestéd maintenance, end item.exchangé or salvage vig
RAPIDKREQUEST FORMAT to Crepe Myrtié Feur,
(2) Battaliénn(rear).requeét service vié‘foutine~channeis
PERSONNEL o | |
(1) Routine administration a§ per SOP.
(2) A1l units submit entire unit roster to 1nclude Name, Rank, Serial
number, to Battallon 8-1 by 191600H.
(3) Report evacuated casualties by Flrst, Middle, and Last Initial
and Service Number. . :
MISCELLANEOUS
(1) UniformrUtiiitiés, normal1arms
(2) Flack Jackets optienal
(3) Treatfloégi water with iodine prior to use.
(4) - 411 units maintein rear C. P.
(5) S-1 and Battalion Supply coordinates casualty reporting and-gear

recovery at 1St lMedical Battalion.
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5+ COMAND~COMMURICAT IONS~ LICTRURTCS
Ke qadlo
1. $all signs and frejuencies in acoordance w1th lstifardiv Col

2. Motlvcte Stations on the Regimental Jommand, 2egimental Tag

.. and _ advisor nets.
33 2nd tVJ n Call sign will be “leeJ Review. 3ravo on
tdreq 403 '

4. A:av” 00 Sall SI6S wILL B4 3CCud 29
54 uontact w1tn alpored columns will be over lattalion Tac net.
" The call sign will be Denanington sravo

6. fhe following éironits will be activ..ted by ¢6¢¢ on J-vays;
a, dattalion Lac net on 42.7
b: segimental Fac net on 39.1
¢y 0. advisor met on 40.3
di ©.0p local on 44:9 _
7. .AV.: Recon can be contacted thru Sennington Sravo,
8¢ ARIILLARY CSUJDNT JF P4 wILe 35 on 35.9 call sign —
Be ‘Jlre )
- 1. ixtensive wire will be employed w1t11n the C.F., and 01v1l
affairs compound .
2i One 33-22 Will be installed at the Uabe
3, &1l wire will be retrieved
4, Gall signs remain the same
C. .essage uenter
1. umerical Code X«C-jl 234/73% will e employed at all levels
2. This code is held by RV advisors
3, .uthentication will be in accordance with ia-60
De Uoordinating Instructions
1. Draw three botteries per radio
2. cach operator will carry two message books and pencils
3, “imited 2nd echelon repair will be availeblé w1th1n the
Battalion commuand post
4, he :aattelion Command  ost will be located initially at
cosrd 500900. .11 other units report command post locations

when estavlished.
CH<go

- Co. H. BODLEY
Lleutenant Colonel U.S, Marine Corps

Commandlng

- ANNEXES
Ae * Opcration Overlay

DISTRIBUTION: Special
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FOR OFFICIAL USE OMLY - e \
Weeikkly Operational Sumnanyz 1 Mareh ~ 7 March 1966537/ o
MAP: L7701, 1:50,000, :
® sheets 6757 111 & 1V 5 #i .
T + A%t 0413008 Co, L and Coa X
asguned defensive positions , 47
on the MR of 2nd Bn. 7th Mar, Kot o
4 Frow . 1=-4 Mar 66 Co K ; i
Cos L Positions were as -~ 7 '\x_\j
-ghown -on overlay, Ve , 7
S HIS 57
£y A {
NG

5-9 7 m}%}“é,?
] ] Pz AT

¢, H. BODIE

(/ﬁ/%’;ﬂ din (G) ),
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-~ Veekly Operationsl Summary (3/ '7)
27 March « 3 4pril 1966 T T
MAPs~L701, 1250,000
Sheets 6757 IIT & IV

N
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/
/
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N
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~ 4':':j 7
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FOR OETICIA_L USE- ONLY
[ Fmpendin(3))
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FOR OFFICIAL USE: ONLY
‘Weekly Operational -Summaryt. 26 March - 27 March 1966

NAPe. 1701, 1350,000, Sheets 6757 IIE and IV -

i . POR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
(perain (1))
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY )
Weekly Operational Summary &/ 7./

X Harch ~ 14 Maxch 1966 >

Ay v L701, 1250,000, Sheets 6757 III & IV

Mg

57

Prom 110800H to 1408C0H Company L and Company K on Operation C&H méghed

the following_coordinatesl
( ;%o

1.' C. H, BODLEY

Company T BS 588935
Company K  BS 584927

( pppendin (H))—
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. 3rd. Battalion, T7th Marines
CHU LAY, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM
181700}1 Moy 1966 -
Ammex A (Operatlonal Overlay) to Frag Order 7-566
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