
 

!:' 

DECLASSIFIED 
, \ 

~.\ .- • .:!. ,. .---.- .~~, 
, 't,- • ? ~-:-;-----'" 

\ 

\ 

'\ 

.. ,:-....~ .... -"'"""!::/ .. ---........ . .. 
;', ---,', 

'" f 

. CONFDENTIAL 
J-ill . .DQUA.~~RS 

, CONFIDENTIAl... 
}rc; Battalion, 7th lla:;:-ines 

1st llarbe ;)ivision (Rein) m::F 
FPO, San li'rffi1dsoo 96602 

\; 
\ 

F1'o1.1: 
To: 

Via; 

CO,;lIlfJllt:in::; Officer 
Coricandi21e; General, 1st :·Iari1l6 Division (Rein) Fl·JF 
(Attn: Fie16.Historian) 
Go i·.·:;·'·~l1r-:i -"r; or: ·"'~cC'·" 7"'h l'ar';nes --__ .:.o._ ............ l.1..~.J . .L....L. '-'.J., 1I .. .l. ,.l.. 

Subj: CQl'ILl311.C, Chrono1oc::n nonth of Eay 1966 

Ref: (a) DivO 5750.2A 

.3:JEC:nC:e 
575a 
·1 June 1;966 

Encl: (1) 31'd Battalion, 7th liat'ii1GS Command ChronoloGY \vith Attachments ~ 
~ 

1. In accordall.ce 1:Jith refel'ence (a), the COf,ll;1anU chroDolor~r for the LlOnth of 

lia;:r 1956 if: 8ubi:;:..ittec. \J:i:i:rh at'i:,aCh[:1e~lts. 
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1. Dc si2;r:ation al}C. 10 cation of ropbrtine; Dni t; 31'c: Battalion l 7th H8.l'il'los; 
1st l'fD.1'ino !)ivisibn (Roin) FliF; Cbu Lai, Republic of' ViotnaLl 

2. Porio\:~ covered: 1 :lq to 3i Ho.;: 1966 

3. C:ODhlaYJ.C:ing Officer' 

Executivo Officer 

3-1 Ac.jutan.t 
3-2 Officor 
3-.3 Of?:Lcol' 
8-4 Orricor 
Cox:J.f.:u:n.:5.cations Of ,ficor 

SUiJ?j1y Officer 
Hotel' Transport Officer' 

Bn Gho:,pUn 
Ht,B GOj:1P211Y CQl";C1GIlc:or 
!I r:o . C01:'.])2::.1Y COLi.l8.11.C:,)l' 

"l,i lt CO .... ~l")2J1y GOI_~:~[1Il{Ol"1 
;11 II COnpi.;1ny COT.ILl2.j.-1::,01' 

J~.vc'ra~e S-GrGn:,~:t:1: DS:~C: 

1-27 
28-31 Nay' 

LtCol C. H. BOJLEY 
LtCol B. B. JEHITT 
t·laj EJl,OUGH 1-4 
HajVORG1J:IG 5-31 l'l:::;;r 
lstLt J. J. CmTE:tT 
Capt '.1. iI. aL.:'.PP 
i-'laj R. A. GL i..:UC 
. Capt H. E. F. VOrTCL.J.'ttP 
Ca.~t E~ T. FITZGEPo.LLD 1-24 
Capt ]-I. C. SCHRODER 25-31 :=e:J 
GySe;t L. i.. ·1Z3T 
G~rSgt . R. S. LaB01NEI-lO . 
1stLt l'I..:liWITZ 11-311-8Y 
Lt(:Hc) L. j'. SH=.7'l:~~ 1-12 
Lt (no) W. G. 1..3HIGJ1 1.3-31 llay 
Lt(chc) E.I/ .. EPPS 
GEqt E. '1'. FITZGERiLD 
C8.Dt J. E. CLElJ£.FTS 1-25 
C2_;~t P. 3... l~rOTTL::;:EB 26-31 ~ 
Lt \IT. N. LTIWENJ!'ELTER 01-17 
Lt "';1. 1. DYRJ lS-3111Jay 
Ca')t T. V. :::rct .. l.U!:JE 
C2c~)t Ii. J. ~~'C:mN 

25 Of:E.'5.curs 
875 :&11istOQ 

USN: 3 Officors 
54 mlistoe: 

" " 

The) t,otctl nVJ:ibor of pcrsQj:EK;l e:l hdn:~ "Ji thi:'l 3/7 as of 31 I"lay 1966 is 952. 
The: tot2.1·oi'foctiv:; stro;1·;:th 0:.1 31 ic..y 1966 is 903. 

:'J1.u:oiZlC·tho ;.;lcntb of .;.!iJ.} 326 nm] p;)rSOl1.lwl wo):'o join::;c'. to this \..mit, \.Jhile 
321.w3ro C:i'o)'):.£ fro,,~ thp rob,,:. 

J~ total of 249,Jcr sonDol h2,"170 l'ctc_t::;c:, fiftc,on (15) pGrsol1.l!Ol wora H.1.1... 

4 liay 00:.::)01:'}- K 8l1.C: tho Bravo CO.::i:l211C~ Group of tho 3rt B8.ttalion, 7th LariYlO;:: 
\lOre roll:JvoC': of tho c~ofo"l so of the.; Chl'. Lui I .. :i.r FiulC: by Coepany K CU1.c. BrE\Vo 
CO,c.i.l2llC: C1l:'OUP of tho 3r( B=~ttali()n, 1st EarinGs. 

At 1850B, COLlpany 'u, 3rc~ Battilli'Jl"i, 7th IVlal'lL-<CJs rcpo:ctCJ(~~ tl1at El truck criv;Jr 
inforno( tho hi2;hvl8.y 1,1:1 roae.block, r.:311110C b~,.t.ho 1st Battalion, 7th l-iarincs, 
coorc.i:1i3_tosBS5D4997, th2t hj,.s truck vIas fi1'oc: Oil., frou tho yJr)st of hi;:;hvJayf,i1 
bot1.J00l1 O~39 (335796) £m.C: tho roa6block. l.t a)pl'oxirlcitoly the s[-L.:,o tiuo, 
CO~lP"ll?-Y K opsorvcG 5-7 ViC:~1).8LlO so tThll1in;!, frOL: HiC~l}}"q"y /11. ~.fO st to\o/ar,-;: tl;lC 
Tl':L B~l1h .0-) HaD.1et, COOrdl1?_tos B;:i555°i 87 .' 1 .. 8 the 1:LOtl1~XilOS0, 1~,Grx rUlllUjJ.=·, 
~OJ.;l:).Q.l.W, IlTJ "bsoJ;'Yo(;; 7

0
Qxplos.;t.Qn\3 • L:t 910~~~ COi.l?8.JJ./ H. c-_1.7,=,·-~cnoQ. Q.. sqnac.. '1to 

J.l:'J_' tlllh1 \ __ ,. 1.t 1.92 H lMO Iflo-cna:::'.oSG G.:rrlJQC~ 2:t- liOLi.":)dX:ty ii. S P9S~'GJ.0i1 on "G_10 
IIlJ.!R. a1'\.(1 +:J,pprt.uc::., thRt na.::lY people hac~ b':::c':l"1 i;:juroc:. in· 'l'rJ. .Binh \.1; as a ros1.,-lt 

,.,--,- ·o·x llTCOLu.n~:' rOUl1.c,s. 
t ,J .. ,;- :.~ • :-c · .. ·t.:· :' ", ;': .... d.:: .:~ 

; ~ ~ . ' .. 
•• --.;.. .:~ > .' 

I 
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\'J" ./ At 1905H, the 1st Battalion, 7th }:arin8S J.'8po~'-tec th8:~ tI1cy"h:i -fired 
5 rOUllc.s O:~ 106 Hl.~ HF~T and 4 rOl1naS of GJl'ItI HE Eeduic'. :L."l supportef veh:'cles 
thd haC: 1",,30n :fired on ':)y a 50 caEbel' llachine elm froj,j Coordinates BS559987. 
At 2025H, a Civil .Affairs -Gem,l 1,Iith a coctor and secl1.1':U:,y :;-l:'OUp fran 3/7 
,,,ere cispatched to Tri Sinh (1). Tho:ce wore; 4 1liiotnruileSG treatec'. foX' m5.nor. 
shrapnel HOLmes EL~a it 1'!2.s·v0rifiec~ that tho villilce .. ~s 112.6 taken t,vo WOl'.!":l.c:oeJ 
fen8.Ie S 'GO ~Tv.OC l'ion Gc..:cket which is looatee, at Coo~c,inat os BS54'7970. A school 
hou$Q 'i/,;.S CGstroyec a.l1a ono hO"L'.S8 l·lElS c:a.r,:eccpc:. Tl1e :1ai',Uel: Cl:.ief anG several 
?t!:~Gr re~::_~,?E'~S s'~ateC: b2.c. t~18 ,VC 119.0 l1~t ,?oen in ~~1.e a~ea, h01de:~r, they 
112.C hes.rc. D.rln·:, Ira::.'. the V~LCllllty of TTl Blrlh (4) Eanlo-c at COOl't:.].nates 
BS559979. Des;:>ite tho casualtios and p,ropcrty Ga:.:a:;e, tllG genoral attih.'.c~c 
of tllG viJ.~~a(~'8r s cont.inD.8c 'Go be frienc:l~l, 

5 Ear ir'G 2100H, tho point ucm (ror:!. 2 rGi::1fo:;:'c()(~ sqEac" Cor,l)3ny K, G:1)~oute 

to an aD,::msh site Ci_scoverod a VC 'h:i.(.in,·, beh:Lnf a ]iJ:8 at DS57.39/~. :·il:,8l1. 
cho.l10n(8(, the ·ITC floc. Tho point "1811 cal'.o;(dj the VC fu"lG killec. h:L::l ,·!2.t11 a 
knifo \lllen he res:i_stec: •. T~1G Harine returnee. to his sql'_ad 8.l1.C. rOiJo:C'"CGc. C.'~G 

il1ci(,ent~ T,]llcn tho squaa 1'3o.cho(0. the 0.1'00. whe:cG the inC:L(:.811t OCC1..1.1'·3/: they 
'vlere cm&~)lo to fL'lG the bocy, hm·wvo.i.', a 45 yG ar ole villa,:Gl" in Ph'-loC Jln (1) 
l'olete( thc~t tho VC kiD.oc, "as .a ,-!~oi";,bol' of a thl'oe l~lan sGcur1ty tl:-Illil 8,u.ardl:n;:; 
a t::'ai1 Lrto Phuoc An (1). 'rho two ro';w.ini;:1[s ElGUbOl.:S of tho VC klar,l hEtC: 
cdl"rice: ofl' tl1l3 bo~~y. 

7 1:2.:7 COnpBl1Y Ie, COl:1PE.l::.y L a:nc: a COlJI:1Ql1C. Group fron 3/7 aSoUDOC the 
rcsl'02:'sijiJ.ity 01" tho 2;.lC Be_tta1ior" 7th narinGs IiL~1.. 

13 1:.2.y A squaG aJ.:lbush froi'lCon:)8.l1Y H. locatee. at Coot'cJnatos DS581951 
o po::wc" .. fi;;'C Ole two VC rGsl)J.tinc~ in 1 VC K. LA. &'"l(,Ghe c::";7t1.'.l'G of a French 
][A'I' 1/) s'cl_~)li18cbin8 .scm i!ith threo L18.c;azines, 1 U.S. Piato]. 301-[;, 1 U.S. wire 
c:.'.ttcrcs, 1 U.S. ba;~rpi1et, ac~lC: a bjllfo1d "lith assortoc. ;:>:.;.POl's. Tho secane, VC 
G ~:)c.s~pec. 

l/:. La:" CO~~'l:)Cl~l:JT Ie, CO;~:;'.~~f L,' anc~ a CO.l:1D211( Group i'rom]rc. Battalion, 7th 
1-£ 't;tt:'::~G l'ulievec: o.:t i;h~~ r0spoI1Sib:l.li~y fo:c ti18 2n(-, Bs.:t.talion, 7th rlarines 
~-ILrL~ 

16--17 i'ia;;' Ope:catiolJ. n~CJ}:A;l (160400H-17l700H) c 0",i01l10C:: -G110 compa.rdi vel;), 
n8if tactical concoots i.e. a l'...!.cht h81icoptor hYlc:inrc; 2:':'1('. a IIC01mty Fair tl 

o P01'a.t iOil< ':::'he ta~tJ.cal consic:.i.l~:&tiol1.s ,,,ere !:lai.o in oreer to evaluato -:b080 
. r.1, _. " < n P' (4) 1'" 1 ' . J' • r '-COi1CEJpts. 1nc liS.lie·", lili1 nUDe ~ 1,18.S so eCTec as -UG 'Gar(}~ G 111 oree ,,0 

exploit peJ:sisting intelli!~;Gnce r8ports Hhich hlc':icate thZLt the VC have 
atteDp-Gec' to effect COE1lJlote ~;i::'i-Gary, 8C01::0E'..ic ~,"·l.C~ political control t.hr01.'.~)10ut 
this o.1'('::a. The concoD-G of O;)oration caltec. for the introQuction of Batta,l:i.on 
pathfinc:cr teaus to "~_rk thc'LZ 1-Jith st.robe and flash li:):.ts. The 1Z S .Jere 
strat8:::;ic2;11~T solectoe: iIl oreer to o::':C'ect a cOEq1ote GnCil~clcl'\ent of tho 
o"1ojecti"vc a.t'oCL ~~'Jith t"HO r:~_fle COi:!l~·J8-J.""1ies ~:'Ild a Batteliol'l CO.i'iJ:-,lanC (;l'Ollp_ 

I:n.itic,l ConGG.c~G ,·]:i_th i!C forces HQS mac,8 at approx:iJ212.-Goly 18J030H '\-1hon tho 
pa:thf':'_nders assenbloe: a hastyanbush vrhich resultoc in 6 'ITC K. I.A. aile; 

an ostir.l8.-Cof 8 VC -\·j.I.A. There \,ore 110 frionc:ly cas1.1.alties. At. 160L,oOH 
th8hel:~,born.o lancill:" cO.:.:l·.lGnccd. 'Ihe onci.rclej.:,im-G of' the objoctive area ,;'as 
uccoiwlislY3c, in a ninL,l1.t:: at:2o.-UlrG of' tine. The lanC;il1~ 'vwnt snoothly and "Jas 
ml0pp~sO' (:,'.0 -Go t:lC' shocJ.~ e:'lC:~;tl;'p ':'ise . effect of the 1.1.11.~Jreceo.0l1t'3C. L hour. 
DurinG. tho COll('.l~Ct of tho operation ol'll~r s)ora.cic sniper firG lle.S encounterec 
:ccsultil<~ b. ons. fri811cJ.y nnl1. s'3rious -.-l.I.A. 
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Conpanios I and., H conc,uctoCi u dotailod sCaI'ch and clour &'1c! an intonsivo Psy 
~.J8.l'fBl'o progrQ.l,l 1,.]8.s. initbtoC:. In adr:ition to the 6 VC K.I.A. and 8 VC ~1.I.l ... , 
the op'orG.tion ros'LlltcG in 7 vee ilild9 VGS, two French Hl.3-J6 rifles, t."10 
N--1 Carbinos, ono bolt 8.ction Chi COl:l Csrbino (l\-41,,) c.ne. ono H-26 grono.(':o 
captuJ.'od. Rotraction COLJI.lOnc,:.;c 0::; -; 71600H with t.ha i~1itial 1:121'110 oncc)'tuys:;r:Ll1G 
sn:1.pcr firo rosultL13 in one slightl:" HOUnLOG lla.r5.no. . .L.s tho l;ist 1:1aVO 
ro-Gro.c-tC:I:, tho h8.r]_1108 O:1Cot'ntor8c:: VC :::nlpor D,nc~ aut.oi::~3.tic HOapOl":'(; firo, 
BUIES conc.uct.or:: surprosl::li:15: firos i:iJ.1C: L-4 aircraft conCiuut:Jc; an' air st;J:'i~:G 
after tho last l;,:.;licoi?l:.urs clc2.l::'oC: t!10 8.:c08.. 

19' l-ic.y eonpany K, 3rd Battalio:1, 7th Harinns \')2.5 roliov86 by 11)311 CO;;'pol~r 

1 st B~djt2.1ion, 7t.h llari..'18s on tl1::: ric;ht flank of 3rd B2,ttalion, 7th tlarin8s 
l:iLR. 

,20-22 Hay Op8ration ''l,iORGIJ:·jll \-TaS conauctoC: iJl South Contral Binh SOD 

District, l'ly, Loc HOIJlot Conplox, loca.tee:': in fjriCi sQUa1'OS 4989, 5089, 4988 
£L'1C, 50815. lhis oporat.iol1'wo.sQ oBbino:. offort of USi:-:IG one. 1.KvN forces oL,p10~':i.:~, 
a jCh1t i'Y"'1oroc/lnfal'ltry thrust ,,in::jiholiborl1018n(il1.c< of troopr3 in the 

obj ~ctiv('; aroa in order to affoct conploto oncircloEGl".t. Tho opo,~ation 
COL':':.10nCC)(~. on D-3 whyn Co;"peny L bCL~an itt s novonont into t~1o Tay Phuoc 
Hai,llot co,:1\")lo:::: vic GS4$94 in ardor to ostabliBh a blockin~:posi tion in 
;Jreparatio:~ for a .Cor.l'O<111:1' ~i:::e ,s",!,?op f:i.~,:)J,1 tho East. Oa ~1 at 0015H, COnp811Y 
I ;,10'10(, fran OP#39,vie GS5796 nne, cor:noncoo a 81WOP of Th,mh Tra (2) GS5J94· 
at.C600H. l.t c:ppro:d'::.12,toly 1600H on D-1, Co.dpal1ios I 2w.'"1c~L cor.:.pl,Jtc;C Q 

;junc:i:;~.lro in. tiL) Tay Phuoc H8.J,~ctCOi:!lplcx a:od ost2.blishoC: thoir night (ofonsivo 
:poc'::.t:i.C:.1S. Gil the night of D-1, ono '?lntoun fran COL1p&nY J. novae: ovorlcnc, 
'lL oX'c-:cr to 8s-t.':'tblish blockil1[;' positions to tho Host of tho objoctivo aroa 
".'::(' B3.!~.Z~8:;8~ ,1;;'162. USHG . R;'corin~issance i)18·toon i·]:J.S insortoc: e.t vic BS530930 -Co 
establish OP poai tiona. On D-c:uy @1 ari-:-lorocVini\mtry thl:'ESt ;',1070C: frOE 
;b'.·ghi.Jo.y }1 vio BS5889-44 b EL S-Vl c:iroction tOI'Jure: the; obj ::.:ctiV0 ar02. 
':l:li,; .Co]'.11''11 j.n~.t.~.(,:!11y cO'lsistoG of Timks, Ontos, LVTs 2.nc: ~Ul LJJ.VN 1'oconn 
Cc.n)J'Jn;;.- :101<}:WOr., ,tho t~~,-bJ [mel LVTs fedIoe: to nOGotiate tho torrain 1.Jest 
0:2 GS5C',)2 al1d' l';Jturnoc: -Go Eiclway ri~1. Tho Ontos anD f:RIIlT .roconn Conpa."1Y 
COl1tinuc¢l i t(J nov;x,.'.,:mt vJO{'lt tOHar( the obj active arca. Sporac~ic saipor fire 
',JQS eJ.1'J:!','l:cto11 0C by tho c.:::·;~·orcc, colurm, hO\Jovor., in all instancos the va 
".J(~""O qni,~l\. :to b1'o,cl:: contc:n"i:. 2.t"lc. there vJoro no friol1cly c3.sFE'J.ti~s sustnino6. 
f.;.'~, : 01)!1 0:'1. D-day CO':":J"my' L c;.,:~:r',"::lcQd a helo-lift fran LZ l::?pl.,'~ vic BS507945 
i~lt:~ JJZ ,?:J~,ch. vic BS499t96 i'r:;:;~l()dGd by Gonpany I into LZ Pcar vic BS500G9G. 
L G Ll1..1l-t.Z::1')OUS '11.810 lift i're'::l I.~.; }1obirf broUGht ConpD.l1;Y- K with ono platoon froD 
COJ:lpc.ny 11 :i.}'ltoLZ PluLc vic BS513900 follovlod by tho Bc.ttalion COL'l:la.nd 
Group into' LZPear. Tho 2nd Bn, 4th Rcs't l.RVN cOl'lc:t:cdoc c. holibol'no lc:,;nc':L1{:; 

li1.to LZ 1-' ino BS493:3843.Ilc: 8. COrlfllu-G() 8:'lc:'.rclcLlGnt of tho objoct.iv':;;. o.r0a 
vJ8.S co::~plL/God by 1200B. COr:qC.J:l~r I~ ini tia·t.::c, a sca.rch 2w.'lC costroy i:lissiol!.. 
of t;10 Ey Lac HG.r.llot Co,·.1plox \-Jith no ono;:JY contact. Intol1sivo Psy \lu:.-fc:ro 

2.c:,t:i.Ol1 1;12.8 t~1cn 1ni tic:tc.(" in CCl1juction 1,-1.i tl:'l tho' Ii County Fs,irll COD<:OptS. 

Dtlri~)':; tho course of tho '9 l::ior:;:,tion, 1 VC 1;1<2S ~JJ:j., 25 'ilCCccrlc:2iTC,s vl::;ro 
app,:;.. ... ol1.J:.:l(:0C 2.S violl as 1 r)J..S 36 riflo" 9 J..ir to Gro't'U1C RoC~i8tR, b 105 in'I 
rO'L'.:aC:s, 1 G1 l"ill }i.ortc.r r01.1.l1C., 2 Cc.I'[;O rivQr boats one; 10 Ibs. of D.J(lcal 
sl'.ppJiGS confiscatoc:. OD Dt2 7~O rofuccos VIi th 250 cattle \lO.t'D OVilOl:'C,tOCc 

by t 'l'" 1-'oce'" COi1'o"nv /,C),r:r ... b·· .. r.,·l+OS '1':1: '~ ",1 atoO'1 ''''r01'' Co .. ··)~ .. ,·y·' "2/7 to LI:",I.\. ,I.'... -'.l,: cw.. ~ ..!.1 ... 1. .... 1'., "'" L.. u .... u '-..!.~.;:;.: .. . 1.J..... ...J. ...1... ..... l. • L ... :: c:"L_ 1~, ,;) I 

:Sinh ,s0n C':iSt.l'cct h,;c.(qPC'rtor8 'Dl1c:'JnCotmtcroc} spo'r':2C';lo.u 6nipol;' .fij~() on routo. 
Tio cc.L8u.:::.lt.i(:s 'WoX'a suss::L"1.J.'l;)C;. On::>t-2 ~ct 1500H, hoJ.icop-cor rotract.i_on of tho 
Bc:,tt8.1~.on COn£'.ffi'lC; Gronp, COf:;J21lius I; Ie, 2l'lc: L conr.l(mcoc: froH LZ P02l' to 
1,Z. Robin-. 2H.c;1+Hs,connlo"GGi-:' 'by 161 5H/;> 

":::;'/;;?'~'J~,j'';;~~''~''fi"~:;, 3 _~,~ ... 1!') '7,1: 
~;._.~ ·,f_...:'I .. -· j ... ·_· _ 
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Jl.trinc: tho CovXSG of tl1is oyoration, c. CO.:::tlail,::: Gro~p flW'.1 tho 1st BatteJ.ion 
7th Eell'inos aSin .. ::::ccC: 1'8s)ollsibi1ity foi' tho 3rc BC:Gtalion, 7th L8.l:'inos nL::l 
D..l1Q D.rrivoc~ e.t 3/7 G? 2.-0 200745l{ o.:.lC. \1Ore roliovo( at 22l625E. , 

2i~ 1·i8:;/ Co~.~!pD..I.~io 5' 

were ~jJ_C'I.COC: ~_'l'1C~(2;r the 

'nds~::~:Y ';l.~:·£~~~J·~;~~~ol~~:~~~~~~~ g~~U~Oj~·l~;_f,J lJ~:~~~~Ol;) .. ~~~~~o G~~;2;l~~,};.~t7Ei .£('("I}1\-

~osEltilJ.::~ iil t"\-!Q f11 i011c,J .. :r ":i!cIQLt' (Du. G;:-:l:':~::' .~ S-'!!- Oft'"ieo.i."')'~ L'!1):-_:'(J:C-O~llS TFll"lji 
~tCkC8 8..1.~.c~ aJ.'lothor boo;:;y ti.'T~o Z,-lG \,;oro C~iG«J\i'C~Q( f'i··_1.: .. ·i;:1.~~ e. sttt'SC.';~i~~~;rJ.t 
saarcl1 of tb.8 o..rca. 

28 J>lSY CO"lP2u.J.Y L roturC.18C, to 31''::: BEtt-elion,. 7th lb..rinos fron ':l)Grc:i:.icn2i 
cont:co1 of 1st B!ltt.B~ion, 7tl". liurinGs 

2 .. 9 iia;y' COLrpffilY I rott'X'l1o(: to 3rCl Battalion, 7th Yio.rincs f:con Op'3Tt.'.!~JOnc,.: 
control of 1st Battnlion, 7th }~arill,os. 

31 !<cs '.I'hoPsy vJ't Jran8. Toar,1 frOE the 2nc Infantry .Ji~J. L'i..'m., [:i,'.12ul?: 
Hr;ai ac'r5:vcc: by holicojJ't3:c in tho Har,llct of Tri Einh #1 B35559<38 at O;'CJOH 
8.;:.\(". P:CGSOl1toc; a 1 Hr. v~.J:'ioty shoVJ in conjtnction VJith t.ho 3/'7 CJ.!;:sy '.Jell' 
-c~·'·:;.'Jific8..ti0n progrc:'}~l. 

j:;:.~'h:~, tl1C ~:~onth oC' E3.Y tho 31'( K'.ttalicn, 7th LariD.os Civil Affairs TOru~'l 
tc:;'(:~(),::: :: 712 Vt~lPE01'S. 'I'i1oso vi11o.~;o1's .rocoivec 2689 trG2.tno"lts. Jaily 
J5.si"t", \iO:CO TJEi:~Oj)y the Civil i..ffairs ToeD to Tri Binh (1) ]38559987, Tri 
~jL:l (1;) 3S556978 anc T:t."i Birth (5) ES5(;8971. JurinG tho r:,onth, cI:1?hasis ,laS 
)L)::::cC:, IX; Ll8di .. c21 2j.C:, Er~;J:l.'Jh Glo.s8cs CDC: tlComYGY Fo.ir ll typo nctivitios. 
i.1~-: ,:;:::t(!l;.S~.vc: (ji-\/i~-L l·:l.:L'fD..i:.~ .""::; :.~(··o Gl"'Gl~1 \-]&8 ll"li tie.tc(~ in cO~ljvnctioTl '~i th oporatioll 
'1fU~U,,'i-1J1C: ;;EO;C~(;'3<1 cC>J.:~ls ;~,~ v:bich ['xo il1clD.c,OC~ i~! tho aftor action 

to thi s cb :','O"iO 1.0 37l. 

:s. :s • DEW..rrT 

.... I\.L)ye~dix 1- After actJ.on report· for Operation "YUlYIA'" Concopt orOpGration 
.. ~ ('", ~! ~)p ~:':'R tion ~Sl:JJ})l'LJ:r' 

or lr::>per4d~ .. x 2·· .i~fter i.etion report for Opereticn Hl'IORGIJ:J1' 3dBn, 7tbl""',,:,!~ l<'x·2t2,C 7-66~ 
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HEll.DQU~l..:.'qT::,'(S 

3rd Batte-lion, 7th Ha:rines 
1st l'1arine Division (Rein)FhF . . 

Fro, .San .F:rancisco· 96602 

CQrrim811ding·L>f.f'icer . 
Commanding GcperBl, .1st Iv'J8;x'ine Division" 
Commanding Officer, 7th lV.ia:r:'ines ... 

Subj: Combat Operations After Jl.ction Report 

Ref: ' (a) FrB€ Or,der lISJU.illl'li~N1r Redesignated "YUNA" 
. (b) JL".i': TRI~ BOnG 1:50,000 Sheet 6756 Dr, L101 

1. Operation "11J1VL'\." Night Helicopter Assault/County Fair. 

2. Dates of Qperation. l51730H - 171600H 'I'lay 1966 

-
3/ru.C/gad 
3480 ' 
28 hay 1966 

\,' 3. Location. (~U.ANG NGJU Province, BrNE: SGH District, TAN PHtJOC (4,) Hc:unlet. 
, 

\,\ 4. Lieutenant C~lonel C ~ H. BODLEY USl'1C. 

, 5.' Task Organization. 
\, 3rd Battnlion, 7th 118rines (-). 

DGtachflcnt -. Company "ClI, 1st E.ngineer Battalion 
\. Detaclmcnt - Battery nr", 3rd Jattalion, 11th Na,rinos 
\, Scout Dog TelUll~ III HIiF. .' './ 

'i!?etachrlenii - National Police, DnrrI SON District Hoadquarte;l.'S 
:e~y 1:Iarfare TeE!,m, Headque..rters, 2nd Infr.,nt:ry Division, JiliV.{, Q.U~UJG EGJ:.I 

"\. " 

'\ " 

6. Supporttng Fo:rces. 
'" " 

a. t.iI:~ ('Chronolo~ieal Utilization) "" 
\. :;',P2' 

On 16\J'Iay 1966 at 0345H, the helilift of the Batta)10n commenced 
from Lending Zone ROBTI'i. Twenty-six' helicopters were uti~zed for the move­

~~!.ilent and the lif\, vll;:',s completed at 0445H. Landing Zone R~]3Il{ was divided 
'lnto three loRdin€;-"zones, marked by different colorod 14t:its to denote the 
landing rone into "Thich each wave; of helicopters vJOuld lfiid.. When tho first 
WffJre' of h(lliC01)t~rs 1\ndedin the presc~ibed 19nding zo~ .in the. objective 
area the Grew Cinef from ono of the hel~copters markedoche zone w~th" the same 
colored light that was ir the loading zone at Landing ~ne ROBIN, enabling 
tho helilift phase to proceed with minimum confusion.,,' Fl,n..rcpots were placed 
for each helicopter IF:.nding, pOint e..nd guides were prQ:i-ided fO.r each helitearn. 
Th8 lop.ding phese was ord8rl'lf and the loading time fd the first tvmnty-six 

'\ , 
helicopters vms only five minu,tes. ,:. 

The throe landing zones,we:r:'o illwi1intlted frol 160355H until dawn by 
Lamplighter Aircraft. One significant point of tho lelilift ptortion of the 
open'.tion was the; officient IT1 .. EJ.11nC±, in w11ich the hel:oopte:r pil..ots performerl. 
Tho twenty-six helicopters lE,ndod almost simul tn.neo~,l.y into t;hree leJ1:iing 
zones en..9.pliJ,'lg the :Battalion to comp19te1y encircld tho target; area in less 
than thirty minutes. " . ' 

The landing zones were lllc.nxkod by. strobe l~Its put in place bY path­
finder teams from CompA.ny flri" and G9TJP~,. 11 rr. Ercn though truey enc(Ul1to:rcd 
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many obstacles, tho :pe.thfil1ders were 8,blo to reach their :r:'espective landing 
~ones and .... ccomplil34 th 0 i.+:' mission. The SUCCess of the night landing was 
to a great extent due to the efforts of thoso ~~xines. 

Two ffi-i34s wero stp.nding by on condition 4 for resupply utilization 
throughout the opore .. tion, > .I~t i60830li tho resupply fdxp,rrtft do1ivored tho 
Civil J~ffairs TOf'.fJ, two Scout ]Jog Toams" anrl cookir.:g f(1oi1i ties to the­
J313.ttFllion COIDI1l8ndl-'bst (F',,,TD). .t.t 1609:50H Ishorwood 5 arrived, at the j3attalion 
COIDIlland :Post (Fwd)~ He departed by h·.:.licoptGr at l61045H. At161030H an . 
emergency med-evac reque'st was s\lQmi~kd f~r one USi'lf:) Wli~ ... ~;ThG IllPd-cvac was 
completed ,~t 16105OH. . ~..- ,,,,0- .. " ',.k. •. , 

The ry.supply holicopteI:'s dclivo+,cd, two ;Loud spoak0rs f.\Il.d· one case· of 
smoke at 16.1100Ii. ..!~t lb1690H .ten YCS WOI'C evacuated, to I'l'T. l .. t l6J,:~'>' 30H a 
plp.toon of Company 111(11 was retraet0d from 13$ 559991 and returned to;' :"',nding 
Zone ROBllJ. il.t l6nOOH a Z'GQupst was submitted. to place; Lamp1ightc:c:i~ircraft 
on condition 4 fqr i;ho dflratfon of ihe night.' 

At 170630H ~. Jaelf,coptor arrived to pick up Crepe 11yrtle 6 to return to 
Landing Zono. ROp llI. . . 

Resupply helicopters .Tore uti} i'Zod throughout the rome.inder of tho . 
day to del~vGx NOls nnd explosives. At 1. 7J.130lL an omru;'S'0ncy ffied-ovac roquest 
was submitted for two UShC .with gas ll.sphY'.dation. The med-wac was completod 
e,t l7l200li. .il.t l71400li helicopt~rs rC3trac\ed ViGtn~.r.losc "fsyjwF'..rfare personnol 
and one civilie.n med-evfcC to QU~'.lJG NGJ~I. .i .. t 17150011 kv.H.copter~ R...rr'ivG.\i to 
pick up GP. tonts, stoves and. niscollaneou8 oQuipment to b.,. ~:i.vcrcd. to Lp .. nd-
il'lg . Zene RW TI{ ~ . 

Tho rotrf' .. otl'On of the :Be,ttr:J.iOll CO])1Heno-4d from ]5 55797- at 171600H. 
j~s tho 18,st wn.vc of helioopters wore 8.pproEching t.ne rotraction zv... c ... tlle '1'1:; 

cOJ1lBcnccd firing ~fith ,autoffiF'.tic WGIWons. Th8 SOClllYny clemonts i:.etUl.",-. .:;~ fire 
nnd withdrew from tho hnruet in order toot :the RUIEs c~u.ld provide BUPp~GS"' .... 
ing fire. Tho HUDES fired rockets into the hn.nlot D.t BS 562915 end BS 563914 
r:md onGoleo. tho troops to withdraw e..nd bonrd tho l101io?p-';ora. After'th«. 
Inst WPNO he..d. lifted A4JDs were ce.lled in and cODllilenced borribing and strafJ.l~ 
attacks on the hostile. hamlet. The retraotion was completeG.. jYt aJHlro:ll'"imatGl,) 

one hour and fifteen minutes .. ", ~') 

h. Fire Sup':)ort. 

(1) Fire Support for this operation was prov~ded. by. Batte:r:Y 11:1;11, 
3rd Battal::lon, 11th Harinesj .Battery "W, 4th BattalIon, Ilt?~IaxllleS, and. 
one section of the 81lI1lU mortar platoon, 3rd Battalion, 7th ~larJ.nes .• 

Nine H&Imissions, '~ne target. of opportunity, o:ne reg:(stration, and 
two illumination:. ill:lssiQns were fired during the CQnduct of the opeJ;'ation • 

. Animo expended included: 

~ ~. 

81mm 7 11 
105m 135 
l52IDm .12 

Total 142' 23 

" .. ., ;-~ "- '.~ ~-
-~\ 

2 
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(2) Chronol.og.i,ca1 S~iL of 1Jv·ents_. 

(a) On 16 lYlay 1966, the Fsbc landed with the J3attali(m Command 
Po.st Group to commence opere.tionEl in the object~ve area. 

! 

(b) During the daylight hour's of 16 .Hay 1966, one 81mm mortar 
registration "as fired, and one .81mm ~rtar- mssipn was.fired at VC snipers 
at BS 563913. The mission was not comple~ed as the snipers dispersed after 
the first round.· 

(c) During the night of 16 - 17 }!Ja.y, two il'lufuirtetionmissions 
were fired for Companies "Ill and":tvlH.. no sightings were made 'under thE> 
illumination. In addition, nine 11&:Im:i:~sions were fired. 

(d) l~o mis~ions we,re ·fired· during the daylight hours. of 17 l1ay. 
The :FSCC was retracte.d .at l71620H and returned to 3rd Batt4ion, 7th liarines • 

...... ':. 

;ii 1. . It· waS' ,decided; tcicaxryextra,81iIuil ill\.un;i.liationrounds on 
this oper~tion a";tlie operational area yTUS ouctofx~e .of iiirectsupport 
ilhunination and experience had snown that delays often .dei.relopedduring ·i:.he 
~ondu~t Of ·ge~eral silpp~r\(illUlllinat~on m~~sio:ri:Si .It was ho~e~}hat ~lrmn., 
111.1tI"l.:u:..c..-l:)'tr.>n C'.Q.1.1.J,d .fl.·ov~dEt 'an· ef'fect~ve :br~dge. b~tween the !;:une :tllurrllnat~on 
was. called for- and the t:Une an· ari;i.llery ~issidn could be gen~ated.. T,h0 
Batta.lion was st:tllwithin [...E. range of the d:l.:re6t, suppoi't battery; so it was 

Jf determined tr...a t the· nninh~ d£:' einM HE }Z6H~r'I .. ", ~ei'r':d0d oouii:l be :redtic;;ed. ·The. 
c.oncept Harked ,.ren; and is raCOD1h~endad for like Situations , .. here the area 
of operations is at extrem~ ranges i.or direct support illumina.tion~ 

... :~f: -<.,' ~ . :i;rlorder to prevont .or hmit ctJ1eSlnun mortar J?iatoon from 
makingi..'o,.large initial .def:L6ction e~rors, it :i;,srecommended that asimuth indi­
catoxs be constructed for each mo:r::ta:r ~"1d placed at 800 mil interva.ls -around 
the tube. An,azimuth cpuld then be made' an integral part of the fire comma.nd. 
The gunners would then have two positive xeferences for direction.' This' 
techniq,ue has worked well for· arti11ex:y aiid shoUld prove '8q,uaily effective 
for the mortars.· 

2. The AlTjPRC-25coritinues to provide reliable long'-range 
comrmiriications. It'is rEW0mn10nded that the number of these radios available 
be increased sothat·the artillery FO ·teams may also bE/equ;lppeC). with them. 
Tho l!'SCC should continue to carxJr theariterina RQ-292 because it serves to 
en,sure positivecorillirunicat.ion.s betwe,en the FO an.d the artU'lery battery. 

7. . Intelligence • 

.. a. jlnticilla,ted st;reJigth and Sit\W:tibn-of, En:eIiJ.i. 

(1) Op.eiCj.ti~n "YUl'1.A;lI was an operationconducjt~d. in eXIJ,loii;ation.of 
'intelligcmce gatheredfrpm a,vai?:Letyof sources, as well as'to· evaluate the 
concept. of the night,heI:lborne enbi:tCilement.of. a. giverftarg?t area. .. For 

,. 

~~---~---- -~ -
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several rriOnths~ 'prior to the openatiol.'1, the indications were that an increaa­
inglys,trOilg VO effort to effect complete I.lilitary, econoQic and politicaJ. 
<control 1:1as being made thro\.lghout the areq.. It , .. as anticipated prior to the 
en.try of trl S. Forces into, the obj.ective. a.rea. that elements of the T-l9 L9ca.l 
Force Company plus hamlet and,village guerrillas ,,[ould be encountcrod .. 

(2) In view of the facttpa,t this area had riot beert occupied by 
friondly ror'qes in noarlya ye.ro::, it was assumed that a typical 'I.e political 
and e¢onOInic apparatus would have 1Jeen established to control thcpopulation. 

(3) It 'as es'timated J~11at'armGd VC forces w~)Uld attempt to exfilt­
rate the objective area, in both e!;!.storlJr and westerly directions when con­
fronted with major friendly uni t.s. Presupposing a succossful, enc:irclement of 
the TAN :PHUOC (-4} objeotiveat.'Ga~ i twas felt that thcse cnemy \'lOuld be 
forced into hiding plac.es. in the iniinediate area. 

b. Currency, AdeguacYtan,d Sources of Intelligenca.," 

.. ,-' '. (1) Ii'ltelligence crt 1tlh:ich this o11e:r:ation'was based was quit~current 
and the actual' conduct of the operation prOVed it to be essentially corroct.,' 
ForsoJJJ.e months prior to the operation, BINE SON District sources had been 
reporting increased Local Force Guerrilla type activity in the area. Fur­
'ther, the number of contacts involving increasingly bold and well armed 
iUGrrilla units had shown a gradual increase .in the proceeding three to four 
months. It was apparent that VC ~orcG$ were operating in this area in 
ereater strength. . 

.(2) The decision to designate the TAli PhLJOC (4) area. 'as the specific 
objec'tiire' axoa for :thc operation was .i:,redicated in part on thG results oT 
'recent Company' 'patrol conducted in the area, as'1-rell as terrain configura­
tions which' ",ould support the concept of landing at nigW;.'in tluoe adjacent 
zones. 'I'he Compony patrol foUJid~ "Tithin the hamlet of T~UI ?RUDe (4), several 
large "and freshly d~ caves that ",ere unusually deep (as mu,ch as 25 fe,ot 
b~lo1tl surface levcl) and .... mll cons't;Tucted.'rhough no mate~ial was located in 
the ca'Ves at the time, it seemed unlikely that the VC would put forth such 
bonstruction effort'if they didrtot in'fact plan to use the caves for some 
slgnificantpurPose. 

Q. ye Stre;np;th andSi tuation Actuall.1£ Encountered. 

(1) The only major contact ei1countered during the operation occurred 
severa'l hou,rs prior to the landing. At about o150n a fifteen man pathfinder 
team, mov,ing into - the area from across theTRil. BONG River vrit:tJ. the mission 
of marking '-I::he three HLZs w:Lth strobe lights, nU:i.de ,contact 'with and F.l,mbushed 
10 - 15 VO. "Th:Lsclandestino ,P? tEo1 was' forc.cd totriggartheir Jla.stily. 
established ambush '-I'hen the va force, apparently unaware of their presonce, 
nearly walked over them. The c6noentrated rire of 15 \ieapOns fired .at close 
range produced a devastating of.focten. the ve, killing six !and ,,,~unding eight 
others. Debriefing .of the patrol :i;n(lica:ted that thore rrtayvery well .have been 
other casualties, as many scre8;InS 'aPd moans vtor~ heard froilldista.pt points in 
the killing area. The patrol left thqgea rap.idJy tOe con;;:i;nt-i.e their mission, 
and only had time to pick: ~p twoNA~36 rifles among the s~vexal -Weapons 
observed. 
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(2) Once 'tl:18 Gncirclomon~ of thG pa,~~{~~~':Wa:~~q~fectod, ~t pocall1e 

apparent that, cons~dcrable surpr~se had bee).1uaclnev;od, dOSl11te th~ premature' 
con,tact. Although nqeenomy units WGre onc6li.':htored, a1'numberof "9 ~E::rof~runq. 
hiding in Caves in and ,around the hall)1etj Additionally, somo VC W~;rE:1 f9Wl9-
attempting to mingle vri tIl the popula~~~~.· ' , " 

(3) Tho previously mentionod large caves Hero; chocked out :i:l1 dqtail 
as well as many other sma.ll holes, and 'tunnels. Al thopgh this a;r:ea llada 
large number of underground structures, there ,·ras no evidence of vg uSc;: pf 
those as anything more tharl bomb sholters or hid±ng:pl~CGs. Il.iost 0.1,' <t,he caves 
,,;ere dGstroyed "lith explosives. " ....... " . 

d. Significant Intelligence Gaineie 

(1) Interrogation of villagers in the area, as woll. as th~ 9VQC ?p-d 
7 ves captured, rf~Ncaled that there was a squad· of 8 - 10 guerrilla~ Qpe:ra,. 
ting in hamlet, and· that platoorl"r"sized units passodthrough tho hamJ,eJ~ .. 
frequently traveling the cast-wast axis of the north barnes of the T~~ 'pOl~ 
River. Furthor, a typical va political and aconomic struci(ure ha<f beon 
established, as was anticipated. The haullet was under firn~ control' o:f effoc ... 
tive VC, Oadre. " 

(2)A VC guerrilla, captured idt~ his -.reapon from a cave ~ the vici.,. 
nity of the Battalion C . .;P;described his unit as the 21st District Uoni.papYt 
composed of 100 men and. pxmed \d th one 8lmrn mortar and one50 cal;i.bc:;c 'l1ja9h:j.n~ .. 
gun as ',TCH as individual small arms. The last knovm position of hisill1i.t 
was allogodly in the vicii"1ity of .3S 5792. He further statud that h;ls com.,. 
pany had ,been it. tho vicinity of' DUe JUI Hamlet ES 505915 .... rhero· tho:lhaCJ,' been 
involved .in tho training of now recruits. ThisWonnation is consi~t~n* 
with othor reports recGivod before and. sinco this operatiorl. concerning 
training activity goil"lg on in the DUG ll1::J vicinity. 'I" .' 

(3) Possib'ly the most significant iI1.formation, or rather experience 
gained, was the effect of "COmrTY FAllin operations on the· civilian popUiaoeo 
beyond quos~ion, this type of activity puts the local popu~ace in· such a 
frame of L1ind tl1at they become more cooperative than they are in a no:clim;l. 
sear'eh and cle8.r operation. The encirclement, gn vlhich a tlcum~'rY FATI1!1" 
operation is based, also giv<:Js a lilu9h better chance of isolating l':!-idden va 
and. proventing their escape, - ' , " 

e. Terrain imalysis.· 

(1) Critic,al Terrain - Ti'ro. picces of terrain \--ri th~n tho immedia to 
area axeoritioal. One is ,Tho hill mass ~'i1.l of T.t.N PRUoe (4) (Vioplity J3~ 
553913) due to its commanding nature in regards to adjacont ground,j 'Be9auso 
of its limited def.onsivo system, the ,villag-e of TtJJ PHUOC (4) !Day be ,oonsid­
ered critical terrain. 

(2.) Observation and Fields of Fire Obs<.:rvation ~d 
arc oxcellent from TAl:' PHUOC (4) in all. d{rSlctions, l3xcept to 
Obsol:'Vation from ,tho hill at BS 553913 ::lhould be godd in ap' 

". 2 .. .' , 

'.~--. --
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(3)·COYGX and Sopcealmcnt - Both coyer and'concca!illont are provided 
by fighting holes on al~ trails in T.i·J-T PEUQC (4) t the· trench sJTstcr::J. surround­
ingthat hFl,L1let, and the! natl,l,t'al and ·cul tiv8,tod vegetation.in and around. thu 
hamlet. Sone conc~rumeht is provided by typieal ohe-e1Mhj,gh scrub brush on . 
tho hill at BS 553913. o· The terrain surrounding Tii,lf PHUUC (4) in all diXections 
bu.t N."W, effects only fuinir.1ULl. cover or concealmci1.i. . 

(4) Obstacles ill. A wire fenee s~rounding T.lJ\i PImoQ (4) providos a 
limited obstacle to foot T.1oVE.'lJE;ht, as does thl3 d.Of8risivo trench in that hamet. 
Hoavy brush on tho hill at oDS 5,3913 should ci::mstitu-te a lim:j.tod obsta.6~o. 

(5) .vcmu s <it i.. roach ~~ei single 60V ared a*tenhe Of ap~roach into 
Tl.N PRUOO (4 would bo over or aroUnd the base of hUlat :as .5539i3. 
Uncovered avenUes of approach aeross open, prosontly uncUltivatcdj rice and 
dry crop fields abound~ 

8 •. }lIission. 3rd lJattaliout 7thUarihes (-) (Reb) conduct' a nocturnal 
haliborne landing to surround and seal off all routes of 0 egress of the T.ioN 
.PEuoe (4) ha.li1lot cODplex BS 556912; BDffi SON Distribt~ then conduct a "COllN'l'Y 
F..i~rRt.1 t.)'1lGoporation within th8.t opjectivc area. 

Execution. . .,.-

On. D-Day at L.,..Hour ,rdBattaiion, 7th Be..rinoB (-) 
nocturnal heliQox'ne landi:ng " into three Landing Zones 

routos of egress of the T.'.H PrIuoe (4) ha.tliet compiexi 

. BackgTound. and Plannirus. 

a. Operation It Sl;,iIDNt:.1I]1' later redosigfu9.tcd ttYUM.t." was initially a 
See..rch and Des;troy operation., :~s planning progressed, tho mission we.s 
expanded to inblude a liruitod "COU1:;-TY F~.IR" type operation. From this, 
cxporionce couid be gainGd in prepa:r:'ationfor a similar typ'iJ operation that 
would be sondu6tod in the il:uncdiate future. . . 

b. Initial subnis~ion of the concept of operations (7 Hay 1966) 
called for a nocturnal helicopt~r lift to be conducted "in the light of tho 
moon. '! . Because of. other Div ision Operational commi tmOl1 ts execution of tho 
plan delayed. .Because of thoso delays, tho moon passed into tho last quarter 
phase. Tho ordOI' forexeoution of tho plan was received in spi to of the lack 
of natural light. 1~ flare plan was requested to provide lighting in the 
objoctivoaroCl,fro8 l ... Hour until dayl~ht. . . 

o. D-3 Jl.t l3l300H the . order for Operation "YlJI'U" wal3 issued to al:/. . 
staff sections and units participating. This .ras i'ollowed b~ a briefing 
describing tho purposo of a !ICOmTTY' F".IR" type operation and. assjgning 
specific "COmilY F~l.m" missions to various personnel. Further, 008panios liN" 
and "I" were assigned the mission of providing Pathfinder Teaosfor the pro 
L...E:our move to the helicopt~r landing zones. Throe tCarlS wore ):'oquired for 
the mission •. Each team Has c08posod of 5 men. The selGction of the men was 
based upon thoir physical condition, ability to swir:l, l!lark$~ship, ability 
to Ill8.nouvcr at night with LlaP and conpass as well as cour~e and a pa-st his­
tory demonstrating their willingness to close ,dth the cn~nW. (.i:.J.l ot these 
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attributes wore 'put' to the test whon the planwasoxocutcd). 
,;,.' 

d. D-2:. firml pl~ing conferencQ w,as hold at J:1Il.G-36 Headquarters 
with representatives fran 3rd Dattalion, ,7th Harinos jDiviilion Air, HLG-36 
and Ni.G-12 in a tto1J.dalic,ci." Helicopter . lift reo~ui:tGjnonts., :.1andi..'1gZonos, 
flareship, fb:ed.wingair support; ~'.Oboveragc andresuppiy requiroDlGnts wore 
discussed and finalized at tl'1ismoetingi ''::;'. , . . . 

. . 

e. D-l 15l300Ha helicopter reconnaissance ofth~ objective area 
was conducted by tho holicoptor Flight Leaders, participating Company Comman­
ders, the Battalion Commander, the 8-3 and the threePathfind.or Team LoadGrs~ 
J.t l5l730R thxoG J'athfinder Toams, composed of fivomcn each, departed 

. 3rd BEi.ttalion, 7th Narinos COI:1Dlan(i Post for lui DIlill1 Qutpost vicinity BS 549889. 
i.t l52000R the ,Pathfinder Teams departed ANDml to prepare throe Landing 
Zones for tho '. night holicopter assault. . Company II}J:' was :rospbnsible 'for 
Landing Zones 'Iii.IL (DS 561911) a:nd TliUNDEft' (BS 554916} ,while Company "1" 
tean' was responsiblo for Landirlg Zone LIGliTNnU (DS 552907).>,).t 15213011 
tho 'throe Pathfinder Toens reachod the south bank ·of thoTR:.BONG River 
vicinity BS 555900. The tear:ls moved west and crossGd th'Griv.Gr viqinity 
DS 552897 at about 152330H. 

. , 
f. D_Day 160010H tho Pathfinder TOal:ilS 'hoard voices in tho hamlet 

vicinity coordinc,tos llS 55590l~ and took cover so as to 8;void contact. Lt 
160045H the Pathfinders again heard several voices movine; to'l!rard thew 
vicinity coordinates BS 555903. i .. hasty ambush was ostablished. 'l.PPy·o;d­
nately 1Q - 15 VC could bo observed DOving toward their position. Tho nIubv.sh 
was sprung. ~\.n estinat.;::d six (6) va were killed and an estimated eight (8) 
wounded by tho ambush. (SiJ~ bodies waxe recovoI'od in t:'1E'.t icit:1odiate area. 
aftor daylight that day. People in'tho hanlet identified tho bodios a.s VC 
local forco guerI,illiJ,s. Two French N.ii.S-36 riflosworG recoverod frOfil tho 
anbush site. J~t 160350E the pathfinders were in position ready ,torOcoivG , 
tho helicopters. ThG toaD in landing zono THtnmER was positionod apprqxiroate;t.y 
600 meters too f8r north VloSt. .i'..t 160400H tho n~ht heliborno landing conim- ' 
enced.The helicopt~r flight lORder for landing zone TRIDIDER. we,s able to . 
make tho adj~stnGnt and tho helicoptvI'S Vlere landod in tho vicinity of vIhore 
tho zono had o:d.giha1ly boen designated. During the. tinG fron \"hen' tho 
anbush was spr1.ll"lg and L-Hour, the VC reDainod in tho' area crying and sq.outing, 
.. ~t times tho VC could bo obse:r'l7od using flashlights noving doad and wounded, . 
One VC .rith a flashlight approached to within 15 - 20 mo'corsof. tho pathfinder 
tOBLl in landing' zone LIDHTNUrG. .M L-Rour the pathfinders 1i~ tho strobe 
lights. The 'Ie startc;d blinking .thc.irflashlights apparently ;thinlCing the 
pathfindors i-rero VC. When the first flare was droj?pcd, tho 'Ie. ~rraTC not 
observed in that area again. 'l .. t l60400H Comp.any "H" cornr'Jand gh-oup and the 
1st Platoon landed in lro'1ding zone THUliDER. Thon 3rd Platoon :landed in zone 
IL:~n ",hHo olcnents from Company ttl" 'coJ:llTlencod their lnnding·:Un landing zone 
L~RTNIID..Jj,t l60420H '(L +. 20 Dinutes), the second ,-lave turniaround h",li:­
copters wore lifting a platoon fron COIlpe,ny "!(I' and tho BattaJiion . Command 
Group into lancli1-ig zone H.:~IL, whild Company "I" continuod to :!tift the ren"1in­
.der of th9ir company into lE'.nding zona LIGHTNING. ' At l60430H'Compally "Nfl 
apprehonded 8. 32 yoe..r ,old female at BS 555918 attonpting to f~·ee. tho objec­
tive aroa. l:..t. l,60445H the night he1iborno lift \lTaS Coi'lpletcd~ Flaros con­
tinued to il].'u,m~ato thoontiro obj~ctivG area with ninor adjJstments nado 
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diroctlybotween tho ground unit 'and tho flare delivery aircrdt. This 
illumination continuod until\ daylight •.• ~t l60630R theonqirclGDont of. TIJ'T 
PHOUD (4) BS 557911 Vias COl::1plctod. i~t l60630H Compnny liEn repor·ted two men 
dressc9. in civilian clothing attm:lpting torctriove fln.re p;::..rachutcs~ . Civil­
ip.ns fled whoTlthcy sa'w tho l'1<,.rines. 01'10 26 year old r.Jalp' ~as, ·apprehended 
and held for Clues-Gionmg. Eo "ras listed on the VC J3.1ack .. List as <l. l!1ai'Llcr I s 
J"ssociation LG;:;.der~ f~t; l60700H Com}")8.rly "HI and elements. of COLlpEmy 111", , 
11l(l1 and H&S continued to oncirclo ~xt~r PRuoe (4) while OonpanyllII1 .(-) (Rein) 
"rith engineers and. scout dog tenms conducted a .detailed search of tho ha.mlet. 
"Jb:ile this search 1tTaS boing concl.uctod the 10c8.1 populace of 'I'};}:; PRuoe (4) 

• Was intorned of the nature of this operation, i. e. to rid .the area of the 
Viot Cong so that tho people could live and fa:rt:l peacefully vlithout being 
oppressod by the va, and to offor the government qf VietnaIi1 an oppox·twiity, to 
visit tho;ix l-iaIJlot; listen to thoir grievances and to ,exprGss tho government1s. 
concern for their health" vleJ:fare and to assist then'in thai±: }11ight against 
tho VietCong. Tho local popul&ce waS collected in. a cont"kal area 'and a 
limi t"cd "iICOIDJ1rY Fi~IR" type operation was conducted':' the subject of which ,will 
be discussed in 'a subsequent paragrctph. J.t 160930H,Company fir" (-):: (He.in) 
continued to dcttiil search T;.lif PHUOC (4) while Company lIl-i" and clements of 
''-I" p I1K" and H&S continuod to encircle as well as search out the:. aroas iD1'1Od­
iately adjacent to them.. The Com:pany l1K1' 1-'latoon located. ana IlJ.ale Viot:nanesG 
body in 1? .houso e,t ]38 557904. Intorrogation of local villagers revealed: that 
hehasl been a VQ youth group leader killed in the pt-ev·ious niEi'ht anibush, Lt 
16l000H five Vietns.n1ose bodios were locatec1. in a house vicil1:lty BS 562906. 
There: wera two males in their late 20's, threo fannIes in early 20's, and' one 
teenage boy,.iOll bodbs "18re coveTed with multiple bulle·1; and sl"?-x·apnol 
wOtlJ.""lds E'.J.1.d w.oro probably tho victiBs of .;the pathfinder tOa.L1 aJilbush'. 'l.t 
161130H Company 11 I" apprehonded 4 ves (T4eee mah, and ono feD.12.lEl)o . The 
three males \oTero caught hiding in caves; vhilo tho f~rnale was caught attempt­
ing, to flou the: area. Hone of the so VCS."possossed a G·V.N. iclentification 
card end all wero of nilitax;;T- ago. -i.ll four 'Horo held for further intorro­
'gation. 1.t 161200H Conpa,ny 11 In approhunded 2 VO and 2 ves vicinity TIS 555912. 
Ono 30 y'Ofj:r old .li.l~10 captured 1tlaS identified as a VC secur,ity leD.der for Tl'}T 
:PHUOC' (4)o·Juiothor VC apprehended, admitted bell1g a laborer for tho ve. 
'n19 other.;!;~o.ll~~lGs ',wre of nilitaxy ago but clid not possesp G.V.N. :i,denti­
fice,tioncard,s. 1~11 four' wore held for further interroga,tion. l~t 161250H 
COr:lJlany ." Ill. approhonded a teenage boy hiding in a cave ncar the Batta.lion 

. COtJpanc\. Post' at 38 554904.' :During his interrogatiop: ho. voluntarily led a 
:N,,=!,rine squad "to another Cavo,,,horo two VC, (on~ male nncl ono female) 1tTerO 
hirli,ng. .:'.1 so f otmd in the same cave ':las ono carbine, U. S ~ H_l, 30 rotL.'1ds of 
yarbiho .ammuni tion, 6· rounds 7 .. 62 CHICOE ammo, a cartidge 'bel t and o,no· N .. 26 
gr(ln8.de. Frol'1 l6l300li .. 16l730H, all Battalion Units continued to conduct a 
d.ctailed search of their respective areas. Companyl1!}~1 locato,d a laxge ' 
tunnCl approxiD8.tcly 300 i:1et<3rs long running frol'1 BS 559915 to BS 557914~ 
,Sketches of the turmel were drawn' andplens for its dostructio n tho follovd .. ng 
-day by atta~hed . engineers "lOre prep2...rGd~ .I.t 161600li 1st Harirue Division 
::;'s;,,rchological. V1arfare TeaLl reprosente,tivGs arrived at -tho Batt alion Corurnand 
:Fost (FVJD) , to assist irTith the "COm;rry F.b.IRl1 oporation. j..t 161600H the Com­
:pany "10' Platoon vias detached and helilifted, to landing zone FtOIHN to resuoe 
night tir.J.e activities e.long 3rd Ilattalion, 7th Narinos (Roar) Ii.L.R.. l~t 
lp1730H the Battalion I s lines· around TiJJ PHUOC (4) ... ,ere dravm tighter in prop-

arat.ion for the night time activities. Companies liN" and 11 III ~stablished 
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three outpost/ambush sites each augnent their night ,time posit:i-ons. ,1:..t 161845H 
clements of Battalion Cprnr.land Group and,CompaIl3" ifI" recoivod eight r~unds 
carbine fire and one :r.-1-79 rO'Wld ftom vioinity ,]3S 564914. There wero' no ' 
oasualties. Fire ,.,as rGt~d, but rosults arc unk:rio~ because of darknesse 
.At 16l920H one vd guerrilla! Was captured in the tlCUUNTY F.i:.IRIf oompollnd, 
BS 555910. while segregatiilg Vietnancse Nationals. Another VC security 
chicf was oaptured arterja Vietnamese WOL'lall frotl tho IICmmTY F':.IRII compound 
located and pointed ou·V the wall canouflaged Cave where ho was hiding. 
From 162000 - 170600H/there was no VC contact or activity. 

g. D+l l7080QH'Companics rtW' and. "II! continued to conduct a., detailed 
search of 'their respective arcas.~dditional C&V9S and tunnal~ were lOQated 
and destroyed by attached engineers. ,Cor.:rpany "N" dispatched ono, platoori\~o 
search out thE; e,djaoent hamlet. During their sweep they: lope.ted,a newly' 
iDproved trench line running from BS 566917 to BS 567914. e'.dditional 
trenoh works, security posts an~ fortifications were 19cate thX~ughout the 
TJ.N PHUOC hamlets~ FroLl 1708000 _ 17l600H "COUNTY li'J~IR"oPl roa tiona continuod 
with emphasis on Psy \laxfaxe personnel attemptiJ1g to learn ~riGVGncos of the 
local' populace and. providing an explanation of the CHIEU HOll Program. As 
a result of these lectures, nino families (28 persona) requested to be 
evaouated froLl tho axea'as refugees. BINH SON District Headquarters was 
requested to assist. il. platoon from. COL:lpany II r' provided assistance and 
security during tho I:!1ovemont of the refugees, their possessions and live­
stock fran. TAN PHUOC (4) to the north bank of the Till. BONG fliver, vicinity . 
BS 563908. .At this point the refugees were met on tho south bank of tho river 
by a platoon of Regional ForcG' Troops from tho jJ,t DIErl Outp'o·s't whO escorted 
them to BUill SON District Headquarters.. During the conduct of' tho "COUNTY 
FAIR" activities, a female, Bge 32, was pointed out by, the ~eoplo as being 
a VC administrative chief who collected rice and taxes from ~hc people of 
T:uq PHUOC haulot. Uponintorrogation,. she admitted_ tobGing an assistant 
administrative chiof. .1 .. t 1713l5H, during their search, COBprr.llY "lit located 
one 1'~26grcnade and t,.,o rifles in thebottoH ofa vlell vicjL~nity 13S 557909. 
(One', u.s. :1'1-1 carb-ine/15 round loaded l:lfI.gazmo and one CHICPM K-4411olt 
.'l.Ctionrifle). ~'.t l71530H Company 11 I" captured one VC oa.le1 hiding in thou 
raft()rs of a Buddhist Temple vicinity ]3S 555907. The man aPJ!li tted. to beiilg 
a VC sentry in T.L~Ff PRuoe (4). :Detailed search of the area ;endc,d at ,this tir!lO 
along with the uCOUNTY F21.ffi" operations. Companies "H" ana! H~" ~d tho 3atta­
lion Command Group prepared for helicopter retraction. At h71600R Conpany 
"WI cot1Iilonced helicopter retraction followed by tho Ba;tta~ion Co.rnr.land Post 
Group, 81nm :t:Iortar Section and Conpany "1". One of tho 'h()~ico..PtQi'sin the 
1st WEWO received ground. fire from thQ vicinity of BS 561916. One JlIarine was 
slightly wounded e,nd the ,helicopter was routed to 1st l1Q.d ~atta1.iOn. Add.i-

,_tional ground fire was received from the sane area when 'the last lHav.e was 
departing the landing zone. Thore wore no f'urthorcaslial ties.· hLJ1.Escon­
ductod a ro,cket run in tho area ,tosu p~ess the ground fird and when the 
helicopters had cleared the aroa 1-4 aircrB.ft oonduoted an :air strike. i~t 
171645H the hclieopter lift to landing zono ROBIN was coopletecd. All. units 
returned to the Battalion area (Rear) and operation ""YUl1a.1t :tel1Oinated. . 
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11. Results. 

a. Friendly 

(1) KIt. - None 
(2) WIl~ - One:Cl) 

1
3j- M1J~ - None 
4 I<:ml. - None 
5 Equipment Loss ... One (1) PRC-6 

KIJ'1.1COnfirmod) - Six (6) 
WIJ. ConfirtlGd) .. Eight (8) 
WIll. Possible) - Unknown 
KBA/~l.RTY jMoRTiillS.. Unknown 
Captured vee Seven -(7) 
Captured VCS .. Nine (9) 

• 
\ 

\ 

\ 

EquillDlent/l1a.terial Losses - Two Frenoh l'1':..5-36 :t'iflesti two ¥.",.l 
carbinos, one Bolt J:..ction ChiCom Carbine (K-44}, one M..26 grenade, 
one caxtridge belt, and miscellaneous rounds of ammunition for 
above weapons. 

12. .A.dndnistrative ~!_ WGliitica;l l''latters. 

Operation "YUN/ .. " was uneventful Logistically primarily because of its 
brevi ty. On D..Day two helicopter loads of civil affairs rna torials were 
delivered and on D + 1 some SLX thousand pounds of explosives were required 
by the attMhE)d Engineor :Piatoon. 1.11 Battalion and attached personnel 
subsisted upon "CIl rations and local \-Tater. Transportation to and from the 
objective area was by helicopter while rear area shuttling:was accomplished, 
by truck. The Battalion Aid Station (FWD) was mannea by ~e Metical Off Jeer 
and five Corpsnen. 1I.dQquate }1EDCAP supplies were availabll3 for the oivil 
affairs sickcall. ' Battalion food. service personnel pxapared and served 
soup for the civil affair program. PEnzOOllllO'l. adLrinistrati0r: "ras standard and 
without incident.' _ 

13. §Recial Eguipmen~ and Technigue~. 

a. No special equipment was utilized during this peripd. 
g 

b. Operation 1I'Y1l¥JAII provided this Battalion with an ~pportunity to con­
duct a "COUNTY FAm" type operation. Since this is the filrst time this 
Battalion has conducted such an operation a summary list ~ events will be 
included. ,'" ~ 

(1) :P1anningr The mission of the Civil Affairs Tejun was to assist 
in cond~cting a "COmiTY FAllin type operation within TAU PHpUC hamlet, vicinity 
BS 554904- Planning for this operation commenced 150730H'r~ 1966 with a 
liaison visit to the 9th llarine Regiment. The experieno:Jained by the 9th 
Marines in their "CO'll1T'l Fl~IR" opera.tions was passed on 1 this Be;ttalion. 
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This liaison visit' provided sufficienJe infonj?-tion to prepare a spec'ific 
plan for this 3at'talion's flCOUHTY' I!'.;~mll Upe±at'!ifn. Assistance was rOCj.uestod 
and received fTom tile Division G-5 of~ice; 1st 'J'farine Division, Binh,Sori 
District Eeadquarter~ aJ.'id the Psy!V/arfare Teali~' \4,nd lillVH Division', (~ng Ngai. 

, (2) E::~~cuti6p.: i~"e ;'GUlmT~ I!'L.Hn oplrat~~was initiated after the 
harrJ.et had been cor1pletely 8rlt;:ircled. One Rifle 'ConP:w conducted adetc:.iled 
search of' the hamlet while thk remail'ldcr of the BattaliOh continued to encD?clo. 
This Company had '/3, Vi;~lnWticse})sycholoGical \4arfar'e Team",~company them as 
they moved through thb haEu'ot 'inf:9rming all 10CE,1 di hzeds of our presence :in 
tl'leir hamlet aJ.'lQ the'TrUS siono£:. the' JIarines., ]'urther, ~he,pOl)ulaCe was 
encourae;efl'. to congrcge.t;e in a,designat,ed axea in oI'der tp a'V'0id aP:I?rehension. 
Under no' clrcIDlSte.nces were they to' ailtempt to flee or hide. "-,T-heJ:sy)ilarfe..re 
Team utilized a portable louds)JeakEir ,toas?~s~ theIJ:in t~eir broadcasts. I 

This was follovreQ up by a 'broadcast frOJ,i an L':'19 aircrc',ft~' '.chose bro8,dcasts 
had the desi:ced affect' on the loc,al populace, &'1.d thQY mov~,tl to the designated 
area and a "COill;rr.tY F .t .. IR" cOLlpound was '0stablished~' '~ IJer sOlli~el coming into 
the area 'lrTerO segregated. f!.[enwei'c, kept m one area with :t;l'l.c older male 
childr5n. Youi1g children aJ.'ld all females- vrero' kept' in anot~e:r: area. A c.ensus 
vIas taken as v1811 as asm..vey of occupational specialties. 'vihile 'proc'Gssing 
these poople Viet Con;ancl Vi8t Gong suspects 'l'TerosG2;;r:egat8d and 'for'\Vardod 
to 1st Harine Division, ITT. J~ second s"reop cf the hamlet '\Vas conducted by 
the S8.tlle cOl1.1j8ny utiliziYl[; scout dog teanis o Cachos of weapons ,and Viet C~mg 
suspects vrerc ullcoverGd duxillg this s~r6ep. The I'Cu.U1ITY I.,ii:..D~lloPG:l.'ation pro­
vided an opport'L'.l1.ity to isolate tI:w populace, :conduct a thorougJ::i search of 
the e..rea, conduct a census, segregate the VC &"ld,~VCS, collect intelligence 
data on tho a.xoa of oper'ations and extend tl1e influence of. the liovernment of 
Vietnan into tho Viet Cong controlled ElIea. This influence was extended 
through the' enlJloynent of Vie,tnamese l)s~rchological ",Iarfare '';:eaDls, ]3inh 
Son District l'oiic'Q and Intellig~nce peI'sonnel 8,S well 8.S this Battalion's 
Civil .Affair-s Team. . 

,The lJarinqCorps Civil ,Mfair'il Teap.1 pr9vicled a kitchen [md a liL.1ited 
aaount of US.:O~i sup]Jlies for feeding the populace. Tt'le L1odicc':,l persop.nel 
provided 11le.dical assistance and, were able, to treat Dore than one llUngred 
ChilTdren,_ and adults. m i',f 

he .i'sycl1cloQ;ical INarLre learn providec.~ information about the GovernT:.18nt c 

of VietnaLl through speeches, movies and printed materials. 1.s a result of 
their efforts t\'rent~i-o:ij.1t; persons requested to be evacuatec. to Binh Son 
District 3eadquE'xters as refugees. Through the cooperatiVE) efforts of the 
District Chief ~the Regional Forces at, ,AN DIEl:,I Outpost and this Batt8~ion,. nIl 
28 ;.rere evaCuated on D + 1. J~dditionaily, the; populace ''las V(;I'Y desirous of 
having secUI'ity :r.·emain in their- hamlet on a, permanent basis thuE; d.epriving 
the Viet Cong ,access and _controi of the area. 

a. This opeIation had many facets of success: 

(,1) PightHelioorne ii.s~ault-:rhis VTas' the, first tliF1C that this 
Batta.lion haspar'tlpipatE)(l :i,.n a night helibo;rne assauil- -t'. bv-on though 
natural light "ras nonexixte:pt; the' operdion was executod wit;hin the pll1Ill18d 
time f'rame utilizing fle.res dropped frOm an ai:rcraft. Larldi.ng zones ",ere 
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pqSitive;I.y Iilll..rked by the ]3attt;1+~on Pathfinder Teams usingstrobe,)~ht~ . There 
wer,e no )?!t'obleos enoounterod iil \ tho lift and ligbting conditions in the obj~o~, 
t{~e a.r~a were exceHent tl1roughout the helilift. The target area selected . 
Was desirable for this type of .:opozation. 'rhe objective area was isolated and 
could be enoircled with minimal effort. Three landing zones were located 
within 1,000 meters of eaph 'oicher, yet no major problolls of contx'ol wex'e . 
encountered during the appr0'8.oh and retirement of tho helicopters while simu1.­
taneously landing in thxee/'~epa.:rate zones. ' . . / . 

(2)COUlJTY' F~~3tr( eration; During the: two days that this Battalion 
o~eu.p:l.ed TAli J:~"'U(,)C (4""f .aE' et a "COmrrY l'l~m" type ope~ation was conducted. 
This was the first/time that t:l1s Battalion has conduoted an operation of this 
nature. This~phase df tho operation permitted rerresent~tives of the govern~ 
mont of VietnaJil to p~netrate :Lnto an area thB.t has in the past bqen totally 
dominated by the Vi,/t Cong. This prov:f,ded the government an oppqrtunity to 
extend. its ip.fluEino~ in this area. Suoh e. penetration was very dctrIDGntaJ. to 
the Viet Cong cause~ Indications of this was demonstrated when nine (9) 
f~ies, twentY-9~ht '(28) persons, requested to be evacu.a~od from tr~t area 

.' as refugees. l'ersonnel from w::i.th:in, the .h~et wcre eager to point out Viet 
Cong supporters arId leaders locatecl "i thin the IICOU:NTY F ... IR" compound as well 
as Viet .Cong gu.o±::illas .hid:i.ng :4,n. c~.ves. FurthcI1,the peop+e were <:la€sr to 
express their grievances to the governr:uent representatives and requested . 
that perl!i8ncnt goverl1.DCut security be provided in their hamlet. 

It is believed that had this ~attalion remained in the objeotive area for 
a longer period, an even greater number of Viet Cong could have been unoovered. 
!~ operation of this nature can win thG confi~ence of the.people no roc,ttex 
hO"l long they hc..ve been dominated by the Viet Cong, 
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Vial 
Commanding General, 1st Narine Division 
COIlIllanding O.f.ficer, 7th }Iarine Regiment r--......... ------. _._-

Subj:. Comba.t Operations After Action Report. 3rd Bn.' th Har. Log No 

He.fl (a) Frag Order 7-66 

1. 90de Na.me. Operation 1'MORGJl.NI' 

2. Dates of 0Eer~t~op. 200600H to 221615H May 1966 

3. ~ocation. !iY lOC Hamlet Complex BS 501891 BOO SON District, QUANG NGAI 
Province. . 

4. 9pntrol Or Command Headguarters. Lieutenant Colonel C. ll. BODLEY 

5. Task Organization. 

3rd Battalion, 7th l1a.rines (-) 
3rd Pla.toon, Company "ll", 1st Tank Battalion 
3I'd Platoon, Company IIC", 1st AT Battalion 
Recon Company, 2nd Iniantry Division ARVN 
Section, Company "A", 3rd Am Trac Battalion 
Detachment - 3rd Platoon, Company "C" t 3rd Engineer Ba.ttalion 
Detachment - FO, Battery "r', 3rd Battalion, 11th l:ia.rines 
Detachment - National l)olioe, Dllili SON Dist:r·ict 
Scout Dog Tea.t1 III lit.]' 
Detachment - ISO 7th }~ine Regiment 
Deta.6hL1ent - l:sy Warfare Team, 2nd Infantry Division .I~1VN 
Detr.chment - l?sy WSJ!.fare Team, 1st l".Ia.rine Division 
Date-chnant - 7th Counterintelligence, 1st Harine Division 
DetaChment - 9th ~Tt ).st Marine Di'liision 
Detachment _ Intelligence Section, 2nd Infantry Division, ARVN 

6. SUPForting, Forces 

a.. Air (Chrono~ogica1 Utilization) 

At 200700H one HUIE arrived at Landing Zone ROBIN to pick up Crepe 
~tle 6 .for airborne command. The RUIE was used to deliver one interpreter 
from Landing Zono RenD; to Company ilL" at Landing Zone APPLE. At 200745H 
Crepe Myrtle 6 was airborne for command of the operation. 

"LII Hour for this operation was dependent on tho a.dvancement of the 
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armorQd oolUIllIl ~i.ng west from hjghway #1 from the CH..'l.U TU a:rea. As the 
armored oolUIllIl approaohed the prescribed phase line, tho Battalion Co~der 
established L.J~our as 20l0l5H• kt 20l000li twonty helicopters oommenced lift­
ing four hundrod JJW:n troops from Q.Ul:.l1G11Gi.1 i~irfield to Landing Zone l:JDr.ill. 
Company ilL" (_) and Company "I" were lifted from Landing Zone i:.l'l'LDinto 
Landing ~one l'Jil.i~CE and Landing Zone ?ELJl respectively. Sixteen helicoptor-s 
wars used for this lift. Company Ill{ll and one platoon of Company II li2 I were 
helilifted frorl Landing Zone Ronnl and landed in Landll1g Zone l'Lm-r. The 
Battalion Command Group and H&S COfJIla.ny were lifted from Landing Zone ROBnl 
and landed in Landing Zone l'E/\.R. Jill landing zones were preped by a.ir oom­
menoing at 1-15. h1J:GS "Tere on station to spot/observe and report MY 
~stion ')f enemy forces.. The lift was comploted at 2011l5H. 

Two UH34s were standing by on condition 4 for rosupply utilization. 
The resupply aircraft flew twonty-six missions in support of the operation. 
At 20l400H the resupply helicopters delivered GP tents, stoves and civil 
affairs equipment to the Battalion C? (FWD). At 2015005 fifteen Vietnamese 
National 1:)olico arrived at the Battalion CP (FylD) from BOO S()!~. 

At 2l0830li six personnel arrived froLl Bn~Ii SOH. J .. t 211000li an 
emergency med-avac request was submittedfromOircumvent I for 3 civilian WIA. 
Crepe Myrtle 14 was not intorned '.of tho time of completion. 

At 220900li resupply helicopters arrived to evacuate rice to linrn SON. 
,~ estinated 40,000 pounds was evacuated in approxinately two hours. At 
221400H thirty-six Vietnamese Psyfllaxfa:re personnel and lrational Police were 
lifted from the Battalion er (FWD) to QU.iUlG lli.U a.."1d 1300 SON. J:.t221430R 
stoves, GP tents and niscellaneous equipment were liftod from tho Battalion 
OP (F1.lD) to Landing Zone ROBm. 

The retraction of the Battalion from Landing Zone rEi.R to Landing 
Zone ROBm cOTIlaonced at 221450H and was completed in approxinately one hour 
and ten minutes. Sixteen helicopters were used for the retraotion. 

b. J~:till.ery (Chronological Utilizatiop) 

Fire Support . 

Fire support was provided by Battery ur', 3rd :Jattalion, 11th 
Na:dnes from the viCinity of coordine,tes DS 552887. i~t approxiDetoly 2Ci09COH 
Battery 111" was laid and ready to fire. Organic fire support units included 
one section of BlIilfl nortars fron H&S Conpany, ;rd Battalion, 7th Narinos and 
the conpanies' 60mn Dorter sections. 

Su:r.lt1ar.v 2! ».rents 

(1) On 20 :rtJay tho FSCC landed with the Battalion Comnand l'oat 
Group in Landing Zone l'E..:'..R vicinity of coordinates DS 5C19CO and moved with 
the Comand j;)ost Group to the vicinity 6f coordinates 13S 50058905 where tho 
pcrnancnt COIn:.""18l1.d l'ost was established. 

(2) On 21 1'18.y the 8hEJ mortar section registerod at coordinates 

(3) lio artillery fire except H&Is were fired in support of 3rd 
Battalion, 7th l1a.rines during the operation. 
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(4) ~t approximately 221600li retraction by helicopter was coupleted 
and 13attery II 1", 3rd Battalion, 11th l1a.rines was releasod. 

Coments 

(1) J.t no tine during the operation was comrrunications a problem. 
However, we never bad direct comrnul'lications with either 7th l~Ia.rines FSCC or 
with 3rd Battalion, 11th 11a.rines FDC. COl1f:1unioation 'VTith those stations was 
t~ Battery "In, 3rd :Battalion, 11th harines. 

'(2) Two PRC ... 25s were provic'ted by 7th Harines FSCC. One was 
utilized by 3rd Battalion, 7th l-farines FSOa, the other by the l:..rtillery FO 
Team ass:igned to Company "rl

, 3rd Battalion, 7th l-iarines. (.rho inoreased 
relie.bili ty and increased range expericnc cd ,;1 th tho l'RC'-25 make. it highly 
desireable that the :tRC-25 replace the 1'RC-9 as soon as possible. 

,-.,. imtioipatcd Eneffi.V Strength and Situation 

(1) Operation "11om2J1' was an op-eration conducted: in west-central ]00 
SON District,' QUANG IDAl l'rovince which combined an armored-infantry thrust 
moving west from the viCinity of National Route '111 with a helilift of two 
battalions into encircling positions around the objective area prpper. The 
tactical scheme of r~euver was designed to clear the area immediately north 
of tho TEA :aOID River west from Route //1. and compress all civilian .. personnel 
into tho encixcled area in order to conduct a "CoUl~~rY F~ .. m" type operation. 

(2) .l.l though thore were unconiirm)d reports of a battalion-sized unit 
in the area, it was not anticipated tllat ruajor resistance would be encountered. 
Snipers, and possibly, small groups of lightly arood ·~O were expected to . 
harass and attempt to slow tho exmored column as well as to fire at friendly . 
forces in HLZe. This estimate proved essentially correct. 

(3J The }f[ LOO Hanlet complex (Vicinity BS 500900) had not been entered 
and occupied by friendly forcos in nearly eight months. Since experience had 
shown that areas farther east, and Lnlch closer to nllm SOH District Headqu8xten 
had firmly entronched VC political and eoonomic cadre which effectively con­
trollod thG population, a smilar situation was assWlcd to exist in NY LOG. 
The conduct of th0 operation, particularily the interrogation,oonductc~ in 
conjunction with tho "COUliTY Fl~mll, proved the estiL1a.te to be correct • 
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b,. Currency and Sou,rce of Intelligence, 

(1) The intelligence on whioh the operation was based vias derived 
from a continuing picture mai:t:ltained on this area. BINH SON and Q,UANG NtUI 
intelligenco sources had reported extensive, but re1ative11 low-level VC 
aetivi:ty in the area for several months. Further, friendly combat patrols 
operating north and east of the actual MY LOa objectiv:e area had made oontact 
with looal force va units on frequent occasions. lnviewof these sources 
and the information gainod during tho operation itself, the intelligence is 
oonsidered both ourrent and ade~uate. 

o. Strength and Situation Actually Encountered. 

(l)EneIDiY' strength was essentially as predioted. No major contact 
Was experienced. The Division Reconnaissanoe Company, 2nd ARVN Division, 
while accompanying the armored sweep west into the objective area on D-Day 
encountered light sniper fire. ~is situation ropeated itself on D+2 whan 
the same unit, while escorting rafugees from the objective area east to BUill 
SON, again reoeived isolated sniper fixe. The Command Control helicopter 
carrying tho Battalion Commanding Officer received Ijght hara.ssing fire on 
:o..:Q~ whUe controlling tho movement of tho armored oolumn. 

(2) The situRtion with respect to VO political and economic oontro1 
of the area as anticipatod prior to D-Day was confirmed through lengthy ta.lks 
with ville.gors and interrogations of VC and vas. Since MY LOC was an exes. so 
far removed from government oontrol and so infrequently entered by pa.trols, 
the va had encounterod no difficulty in setting up thoir interlo,cking system 
of associations and sub-cells thereOf, which effectively controlled the people's 
lives. Their dissatisfaction with~.dominance was evidenced by the willing­
ness of 750 ~eoplo to leave their homos and majority of their belongings and 
avacunte tho ~~ea to DINH SON. 

d. ,Significant Iptelligence Gained. 

(1) During tho oourse of the "COUNTY FJ~IRIt phase of this operation, 
many civilians were interviewed and a numbor of ve Md ves, screened out of 
the "COUNTY FAm" group, i>.otually intorrogaterl. While they did not reveal 
e;ny inform<'1.tion of startling importanoe to the intelligence collection effort, 
a;n analysis of the information they did reveal gives a reaso!k~bly clear pic­
ture of VC military aotivities in the area. ~ulitaxy control of the popula­
tion is vested in snk~ll 8 - 10 men squads of guerrillas operating in each of 
the population centers in tho ville.go of nINE TUY. They are backed up by a. 
100 - man oompany, which uses the MY LOe - DUe AN aren as a rest and training 
center, and moves out of the area for deliberate combat operations. Currently 
the training is being oonducted near DUG AN, and an unlmown but fa.irly le.rge 
number of recruits are undergoing instruction. This local force company is 
reportedly armed with an adequ.ato a.ssortment of individual small arms, plus 
60mm mortArS and li€ht machineguns. When friendly forces enter the area on 
operations or patrols, tho oomp?~y flees south across the TRA BONG River or 
west into the mountains. On this operation, tho evidenoe is strong that the 
VC elements in the area at tho time did, in fact flee south. 
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(2) Since this area is relatively secure for the VO for reasons pre­
viously stated, thore "l'T['.8 a predictable lack of oxtensive caves, tunnels, und 
fortifications. Some small family typo bomb shelters were encountered under 
houses in the hamlets, and a shallow defensive tronch surrounded the majority 
of the hamlet. 

(3) A detachment of 9 ITilaccompanied the Battalion Command Group on 
this operation and i'laS of groat valuo in interrogating VO and ves screened out 
of the "COUNTY FoAm" group •. ~ther, 15 National Police from QUJJlG lllMI and 
BINH SON, most of which were natives of the area were also .present and very. 
valuable, pexticularily in identifying VO by means of the nB1acklistall devel­
oped over some period of timo. A total of 26 vee and .2 ves were picked up on 
this o:peration. The :presence of ITT and National Police on the scene made it 
possible to establish their status (vec or ves) on tho spot. This type of 
support is almost a must for operations of this nature. 

e. Weather and Terrain. 
I _. 

(1) Weather. DUring the course of this operation the weather was 
generally clou~ with light rain. This rain did not however, hamper the move~ 
mont of tho unit, or the use of helicopters for re-supply to any groat extent. 

. Cloud cover prevailed throughout most of theoporation with a ceiling of 
from 1000 - 1500 feet. On tho last day of the operation tho weather cleared 
and movement of this unit out of the operation area was carr.ied out vrithout 
oomplication. 

(2) Terrain. Terrain encountored by this unit in the area of operations 
is analyzed as follows I 

(a) Critical Terrain: The hill locRted at TIS 505896 is tho domina-' 
ting terrain feature of the area of operations, simply because it overlooks 
the entire area of operations and also commands an excellont view of tho ter-.;;a, 
rain north, east and south of the area of operations. Also the hill mass 
located BS 517895 to 136 529903 is critical in thp.t it comr::lands a wide expanse I 
of the terrain south and northeast. 

(b) Observation and Fields of Fire: From the above area indicated 
as "eri tice.l" goo.d observation of surrounding terrain may be ostablished. 
Fields of fire from those areas vary, but in general are limited by the oon­
figurations of intervening vegetation adjacent to hamlets in th~ area. 

(c) Cover and Concealment: Concealment, and, to a. somewhat lesser 
degree, cover are provided by heavy to moderate vegetation in and around the 
hrunlets in the area. ExcellGnt cover is provided for small units in propA;fod 
positionst fighting holes, small defensive trenches locate~ in strategic 
positions throughout the area of operations. 

(d) Obstacles: LiBiteil obstacles, eithQr man tl8.de or natural 
were found throughout the area of operations I Hedge rows which are natural. 
to this type of terrain presented the greatest obstacle encountered.; those 
however did not namper novement of troops to any great degree. The trails 
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located around tho hamlets in the area do have a. few "man traps" or punji 
pits. These pits vary in dinGnsions from; - 4 feet wide and deep to the 
very small foot trap. These traps howENer were easily unoovered ana appeared 
to be plaCed on the trails, to haI'Zilss rather than slow down or channelize move­
ment of troops. JIJ.l in all obstacles encountered ·in the area. did little to 
hampor the mission of this unit in this area. 

G. .Avenues of Approaoh. Due to the nature of the terrain, avenuos 
of approach are unlimi tGd. by reasons stated. under cover and ooncealment. 

8. Mission. 3rd Ba.ttalion, 7th Marinos (-) (Rein) in conjunction with 
elements' of 2nd Infantry Division, ARVN conduct operations in the south central 
seotion of the :anm SON District (MY LOC HarJlet Complex) to locate,,, fix, and 
destroy enemy personnel in the objective area and to prepare the e.r'ea for a 
"COUNTY FJ~mll type operation. 

9~ Concept of Operrt,!;1on. On the n:ight of D-3 one company will move overland 
to establish blooking positions vicinity BS 480954 to na 478947. On D-l a 
second ooropany will establish an assembly area vicinity BS543942, and then 
sweep from the assembly aroa on D-l in a westerly direction through. tho hamlet 
oomplex of THANH TR.A. (2) and (3) and TAY PHUOC (1) and (Z). On the night of 
D-l the blocking company will dispatch one platoon ina southerly direction 
to establish blocking positions vioinity B5 488889. The sweeping company and 
remaining elements of the blocking company will move ,to a harboring site 
vioinity of lanning zone .APPLE. On D..Day an armored/infantry column oonai'st­
ing of Twa, Ontos,' LVT," and an Illl,VN Recon Company will depart Route -in 
B6 588944 and I10ve ovorland in a SN direction on the min trail paralleling 
the T!Uj, l30NG River. When the oolur.m. reaches a des:4snatedphase line, the 
company and coopany (-) at landing zond l~PLE will coonence a helilift to 
landing zones Ilorth of the NY toe Hanlet Conplcx. aimul tanecusly an J:.RVN 
Battalion will cornncnce a helilift into R landing zono south of the TIU. BONG 
River adjaoent to the MY LeO Hanlet Complex. Following the troop movoment 
from landtng zone APPLE. the aircraft will roturn to IM.ii.ing zone ROBIN to 
helllift a third' COmpMY and the Battalion COLliland Group into landing zone 
PEAR. Upon complotion of the helilift all elements will conduct a ooordinated 
movement to seal off I!l8.jot' routes of c~ess of the MY LOC Haol:et Complex. . 
This will be followed by a sweep of tho objective area to locate, fix and 
destroy all enemy pers9nncl in tho araa and to neutralize the area for a 
"COUNTY FAm" operation to follow. ~e a.t'l:lOre.d/tnfantry colwnn will continue 
in a westerly direction taking up blook~ poszi.t:i.ons on the lie.stern end of 
thQ objective area upon arrival. 'fr,Ol\ eOr:lpletion of the tactical oa.ne1l'ler 
all village persoMol within tho objective area will be gathered in a central 
location to participate in the "COUl,f.IT Fl~IRII operation. Simultaneously 
supplies, equipr:lent, and sp~cial personnel will be flown into the objec,tive 
e..rea to inplement the PsyfWar ProgrCl..n. It is anticipated th~t tho operation 
will be three days in durntion. 

10. Execution. .A. t 17l930H (D-3 )Conpany ttL" depArted the lert flank of the 
MLR and prooeededin a westerly direction to a harboring site vicinity Ba 
495963 arriving at 180400H~ Oompany "L" renained in this posi.tion until 
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18'l930H a.t which tIDe they depr.rted to' esta.blish blocking positions at J31? 
480953 to BS 478945 arriving at 190400H D-l. At 1900l5H Conpany ur' departed 
OP 1f39 BS 574964 and arrived ina harboring site BS 544942 at 190345H• ~t 
190600H Oo~pa~ "I" coonenced a swoop in a westerly direction through THlJm 

. TRiI. (2) and (3)]5 530947 and TJ~Y PRUOO (2) and (3) BS 490948. During this 
sweep Conpany ft I" and C'o~pany "LI1 roported no enemy contacts or sightings. 
At 191600H Oonpe.ny "I" and Conpally "L" linked up and noved to ~ assenbly 
area a.djac~nt to lnnd~ zone Al'PLE BS 495944. .i~t this time Conpany "L" 
dispatohed one platoon tRein) to establish a harboring site 13S 480935 and 
then move during d.o.rkness to ]S 488890 to establish blocking positions in the 
western soc tor of the objective aree. before daylight on D-Day. 

-Xl_Day 20 May 1966-

At' 200600H an engineer detaclID.ent fron 3rd Platoon, Company lIC~I, 
1st Engineer Battalion with a security elanent (·,rd.' J?lE'.toon, Conr,:,any'".N1I<) 
conclucted a route nino clcflI'ing sweep from BS 593936 to 13S 58;929. While on 
this mission sporadic snnll e~s sniper fire wns reooived from BS 580930e~d 
BS 581925. 5r.lc'1.11 arns fire was returned and an artillery mission was fired 
on these two positions, The VC broke cont~ct. No friendlycas\k~ltiGs resulted. 
Upon reaching BS 583929 the security platoon fron Compin.Y IIi'lIl retractod to 
Highway 1/!J.. for return to tho 3rd. Battalion, 7th Harines COLlmand l'ost. The 
Engineer detachrient joined the armored column to provide assistanCe ~uring 
their novenent. 

~t 200845H the ':~ored/Inffl~try column consisting of a Platoon of 
Tanks (}:1 Pl"t,~Co .. ~IIJ1t.,lst T~ Dri)., 'a--:l'H;-or-.ontos~ (;d,oplt',,-Co' "C'J..,lst·J:..T En), 
r. secUen' c;t;.1r.n° r,rrpd (}cl, .. P]:~",~(L"J~fl ,lst..~1 Tr",c. ~rr);' "ahcl thd . ..:&oonJ:l.l?iils~o-:.~Q 
2nd Ini'antry Division lJNN departeu from 1J:ighway {nand COI.lI:J.enced movement 
in', a . south westerlY-direction on' a..~ axis.goh'erally,' plU'allo1.i!lg' the TR1~ BONG 
River. 'When tho' column reached viCiri:i'tyBS. 573918' the ''lanks and ill'l'Tra.ce ' 
cou1cl not negotic'l.te thO axis of. advance and hail:: to retract' to ,Highway ,#1 to 
secure. the op017Rtion~'The reu.".ining elEments of, thecolurn1 (Ontosand IJtVN 
Recon OOnp8.!ly) continued· in a .south wGsterlydirection as scheduled. . ' 

,~t 2010i5H .Coapany "L" cO.t:[J0nceda. helilift int0 landing zone Pl!l,ACH 
DS 490896 followed by Compahy "I1'into landing zoneP~liJ1.BS 500898 and then 
Ccnpany"K" pluE' I pla.toon: from CODpriny "M" into' , lruiding .zono PLUM BS' 513900. 
The holilift enaod: with th6IlatialicmCome.nd: Grouplal1ding iri land.ing zono 
PEAR BS' 500898. Innodintely upon'landing all elements n,'inouvored ,to desig':' 
nated "positlonstoseal off 8~1 najor,routes of escape fron the objectivo 
are8~ The 2nd Battalion, 4th Regi8ent JJRVN conducted a ho1iborne 1and~ 
into,,·;tMdi.ngz~p~J?tHE"BS 493884 in conjunction with tho 3rd Battalion, 7th 
Harines landing. The IJtVN Battalion. upon landing swept the south bank of the 
TIU. BONG, River and then ,tookUpbiock~ .positions frorJ BS 4908S6,toBS515889. 
Original plans had' called for theARVN Battalion ·to s,~eepnorth across the ' 
TR.i~ BONG River but a; suitable fordilJgsite could not be located SO the".ftRVN' 
13a.ttalion renained on the south . bank: throughout tho operation. ,~ 

'. When tho enoircier,1eIlt '''18.S con:plote a.t 201200H Oompa!ly Ill{!' con=1uctecl 
'f? ~ch and clostroy nission of the MY LOC HanlGt Conplex in a. sweep· to" the 
west. No enemy contacts' or s1ghtil\;1:J°·wprorOI,orto!'\.duriilg'-.tlii,!?' swoop_ . 
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1l.t 20t~OOH the cOJ:Jr'l.and group movecl from landing zono PE.AR and estab­
lished the Cormanil. Post at BS 501892. Throughout the build up of the heli­
lift· an L-19 aircraft was on station giving instructions to the villagers on 
whnt actions to take andwhc1.t would be expected of then during the "COUNTY 
Fl .. ,rn" operation. In addition theaircrnft broadcaatoda tape recording of a va 
~n'ho plea.ded . with his comrados to give up the ve cause B..nd support the 
legally constituted government of Vietn.am. 

By 20l500H approxine,tely 500 villagers had gathered to take part in 
tho II COUNTY F J~" • . ' 

,At 20l130H the J~Bored/Infantry colurun TIS 575913 onrouto to· the 
objective area was hit by sporadic sniper fire fro~ DS 555910. The column 
returned fire and nanuevered .: the VO fled and contact was lost. At 201145H 
the aroored/ini'nntry column apP:J:'ehended 2: mle vas (ages 18 and 52) at DS . 
574718 for not heying properic.ontifica.tion. ~~t 201200H the J~red/Infm try 
·oolunm apprehended 3 nale VCS at TIS 575915, ages 37, 37, and 46 for not 
having proper identification. At 20l2}oH tho l~DOred/Infantry co1unn 
apprehended 4"VaS, Elg'es 16,16, 16 and 18 at BS 547895 fo~ not having proper 
identification. At 20l330H the armored/infantry column apprehended 1 ves 
male age 22 for not having proper identifiCation. i~l of the a.bove vas 
were forwarclod to 3rc.Battalion, 7th ~1e.rines collection point for disposition. 
~t 20l530H the Arnorcd/Infr~try column received sporadio sniper fire~fron 
13S 541894. The co11lTJll returned fire and ma.nuevered - the: VC fle1 and broke 
contact. At 201550Hthe i..rmored/Infe.ntry column observedappro:iciI!'E.te1y 8 VO 
with weaponSt 1 feraale, and 2 laborers in two bOfl.ts ll"..ncling at 13S 525895. 
When told to h.~lt the ve opened fire end fled overland in a westerly direction. 
The COlurclll returned fire and pUrsued. The va broke contact and fled •. The 
female WIlS aplJrehomled ~nd olassified e.s·a ves. It was deternined that the 
laborers were farners coerced' into transporting the VC across the river. 
The famers were screened by the· JilWN and released. The Armored/Infantry 
column destroye r1 the two boats, 25 kilos of rice, 10 poun1.s of filedicE'.l sup..;. 
plies (catton gauze~ anel retained 25 flash light batteries. . 

,At 2017l5H tho Arnored/Infantry column reached the 11Y :we He.mlet 
Conplex end took up blocking positions on the eastern end of tne objective 
area. ty~ i.a with COB1Jany ttl{" on tho. north and the TR.1. nom ltiver on tho 
south. 

During the afternoon of D-Day :1.6 Nationall'olice fron :snm SON and 
21 Psy War personnel fran QU.A.NG NGiloI arrived by helicopter to varticipe.te in 
the "COllfl'Y FJl.ffi" operation. The majority of D-Day was spent :setting up tentl3' 
constructing ~~ collecti0n co~pound, screening the populace for VO and, vas, 
and giving lectures on "Thy the government forces were present IYld what bene;:' 
fits coulrl be derived by taking PllI't in the llCOUNTY FJ.IRlI oper.r1.tion. 

By 20l900H All blocking elenents we~e in position, the objective exea 
Wf.'.6 thoroughly sOAXched, and the cOL1pound area was prepared fo:r extensive 
Psy W~z operations on D+l. 

No eneDY.contactsorsightings were reported on the ~ht of D_Day 
or early norning hours of DH • 

. ~ . 
-. _# 
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At 210745H Conpany "K" and the Reqon Company ~':.RVN bege.n a coordine.ted 
and detailed sweep of the objective aren fron east to west. No enemy oon-
tacts or sig'nificent sighting's were reported on this sweep. 

Throughout Drl extensive "COUNTY FJ~IRTI activities continued.. Over 
300 men, WODen and children were lledically treatoa.. A total of 53 personnol 
received dental troatocnt. l650neals were prepared and fed to 825 peop10. • 
Fd..ve ~sy Wex (political) lectures were given Mr. five Dovios were shown. 
800 Vietnaoose n~azines and periodicals were distributed. ~e rlain event' 
of the day was the ~appeara.noe ancl proscmtation of the DDlH SON District 
Chief. Ho discussed current governnont policiesBnd plans, and in addition 
held privata I:loetings with tho villagers End lis\~ned to thoir griovanccs. 

J~t 211845H olencnts of tho Rocon Conpa!lYj2nd Division !JIVN found one 
VC hiding in a foxhole at BS 514895. The VC led the Recon personnel to a 
cave at BS 513692 which contained Dna Ml'.5-36 rifle with bayonat. i'l. 105 round 
wo.s found noar tho entrance to the cave. In' oontinu:ing to senrch out this 
arel'\. 9- 2.75 ZIDrr Rocket rounds, and 7- 105 rounds wore'located at BS 513694. 
A VCS !~e was apprehoridod in this vicinity beoause of being nilitary age 
with no :Ldentifice:tion Cf'l..rd. The. orC'.nnncc wf".s d.estroyod by n.n' engineer 
dotl'\.chnent and the VC ~d vas wore sent to the 3rd Battalion, 7th'Mexines 
interrogati~n 90npound for disposition. 

On the night of D+1 and e~ly morning hours of D+2 no enemy oonta.ots 
or significant sightings were reported. 

-D+-2, 22 May 1966-

At 2208l5H the 1st Marine Division Band was helilifted into the MY 100 
Hamlet Complex and presented a. 1 hour concert. 

At 220930H refugees from MY Loa Hamlet Complex who had decided to 
evacuate to the District Headquarters commenced departing. The refugees 
(total 750 with 250 head of cattle) were accompanied by the Recon Company; 
2nd Division ARVN, 3rd Platoon, COml)any "0", lstAT Battalion and 1st Platoon, 
Company IIK'!, 3rd Battalion, 7th Narines. At 221130H the refugee column was 
hit by sporadic sniper fire from BS 540895. Friendly eloment providing 
security returned fire and rnanueveredt resulting in the capturo of one va 
WIA by the 3rd Platoon, COICrpany "011, 1st .AT Battalion. The va was evacuated 
by helicopter to QUANG NG.AI. 

At 220930H helicopters commenced evacuating 40,000 ~ounds of rice to 
the District Headquarters. Of the total rice 36,000 pounds belonged to the 
refugees and the remaining 4000 pounds was a cache that was ~covered in the 
MY roc Hamlet Co:cplex. . 

By 221230H all refugees had departed MY LOC and were enxoute to the 
District Headquarters. At 22l300H the National Police and Psy vlar personnel 
were helilifted back to BINH SON and QUANG IDAl. " 

At 221400H the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines CommanQ Post and Companies 
IT!", tlJ<.f1, and ilL'" Lloved to landing zonG PEAR BS 500900. At 221500H the 
Battalion comnencod a retraction by helicopter to landing zonG ROBIN (3rd 
Battalion, 7th :Marines ComnandPost). By 22l6l5H the retraction was com­
~leted. 

At 22l6oOH all elements of the refugee column reached the District 
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Y[')R"n<1::'~o:f:<>:r",.. Tho l .. -II p).e.toon. COr!\tlal1Y 1Il(!1 was transported by 6.x6" truck: f:com. 
l!ll'm SON to the 3rd Battalion, 7th Jvkw:.-i."19S C~d }lost, arJ:iving' at 22l9;OH. 

\ 

11. Results. 

a. Friendly 
(1) KIA .. 0 

i
2) 'tlIA - 0 

b. 

3) MIA -,0 
4) KBA - 0 

f{)p.ku _ 0' 

(2l WIA - I 
(3 MIA - 0 
(4 vec - 25 
(5) vcs - 2 
(6) Equipnent Loss 

(a) 1 }UU5-36 rifle with b~Dnet, 9 - ZUNI rockets, 8 - 105nm 
. rounds, 1 - 81Dl!l D.ortar rOtUld. 2 - oa:cgo river boats, 
10 pounds ncdical supplies (ootton and gauze), 25 flasblight 
batteries, and 4 ponchos. ' 

(7) 4000 pound rice cache. 

12. Administration Natters<. 

a. Opern.tion "HORGAN' , was an unqualified logisticnl sUe-cess. Resupply 
and services wer.e furnishor:\. tho Battalion and, its attachnents by the Battalion 
operated LSA located at thE;i Battalionroax '(landing zono R013nl'). Th9 '!tornal 
Battalion lOGistical organization e.Uo~ented "by a logistical radio net and 
two HST tOans furnished by tho shore party conpriscd the systen. Two heli­
ooptersin' rliroct support of thG Battalion provided logistical transportation. 

b.' A .Batt~"lion ~\id Station (Forward) consisting of a l'ledical Officer 
and four corpsI:lGn provided support to the Battalion COr:Jl:land Post and tho Civil. 
Affairs hogran. OrganiC and liEDCAP Medical supplies were adequate. 

c. Transportation to and from the objective area and in tho rear was 
by truck and helicopter as called for in the operation plan, e.J1d was Meon­
plished without incident. The Battalion Food Service Section prepared and 
servecl meals in support of the Civil Affair :Frogran. . 

a. 1Jith'ono m:col,tion, -c-bDliunicatLms 'Wore 'SUCCessful "and 6.d.oquc.te. 
Tho oxco~;ticn WFJ,S tIre failure of continuous communicf1.tion Q.n the Reg:iL1ental .' 
Comnand net. Conk"c't on t:li,g not llll)1:oYO(2. uIJon reltice;tion' of rf'ilio C;02.:C: at 
RegiI:!Gnte.1 HGe,~lqu8Itors~ " < 

-' 
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13. §peoieJ.· ~uiplnent and Technigll;,e,§;. 

a. E.9uipn.ent 

(1) An 1.19 aircraft was used for dropping leaflets andbroadoasting 
Psy War :propegande.. Effect and coverage was exc.ellent. 

(2) Scout Dogs were used for searching out caves, tunnels, and false 
structures. The effect of their service was excellent. No probleos resulted 
lin the area of heat prostration because of the relatively cool temperatures 
and statio posture of tho operation. 

(3) Projector, movie :m.2~ with generator portable C19L• 
The effect of this visual aid was considered excellent. Most 

villagers bar'\. never seen a niotion picture before and seaned very enthused 
during the showing. 

b. Technigues 

ItCountv Fair" Concept .. c _ 

Background Planning 

(1) The order to COtmlence planning for .operation "MORG1,]11 was 
received at approxioe.tely 171700H ~~ 1966. ·For planning on the type of 
pr01Je.gancla to use, the following area study was I:1S.del . 

(a) The people of Hy Loc are mostly 'rice farners •. Some 
tobacco ancl many types of fruits and vegetE':bles are grown. In e.ddition, a 
fimited number of the DeoDle ofthc Rrca ~xe involved in fishing. 

(b) The people aregenoraIly .in support Of the VC. Most 
fenilies have one or moronembers who are ve. Tho pooplo have a.-limited know­
ledge of the G.V.N. am1 its functions. The last known l:JlVN unit to operate in 
the area was severgl years ago. 

(0) Schooling is li..":li t.eclt6 slJ..;'l.llschools of 1(' to 20 stuclents. 
Only 20% of th~ school p~e children attend S9hool. 

(cl) Religion of tho people is l)redo~inc.l.lltly BUddhist '.'lith. a 
few Catholics interdispersed. There is a Catholic Church in Ny Loc, but no 
:priest hae been present in several years. 

(2) The 7th ~~..rine Regiment supportec1.the operation with rice ancl 
1'lED-C~ suprlios. 'nle Divi,s.ionG;"5 Staff prQVided :techniceJ. advicehnd assis­
tance in the form of = 80C megazines" 30 posters, a notion picture projector 
set, three noviefilms ,. , tvTOJ:'ec,ordei"l tapes for i;heol'eration and an L-19 
e:ircrel't was obtained to broaacast the. pre-recorded p'sychological warfare tares. 

(3') Tho 3rcl Batte.lion, 7thliie.rincs C1. Officer [lade a liaison visit 
to the G-5, Quang Ngai on 19 lYIay 1966. The l.RVN Civil Mfairs orgNlization wa.s 
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,;' d:lscllssed along ~Tith __ support 3rd Btl.ttalion, 7th ~s would be providing. 
in operation I1MOBG1.N1';- Specific details of tho Psy War effort were cliscussed. 
1 helicopter rick-up point and departure tll1e wore planned. It was decided 
that tho G.V.N. could support the civil action portion of the "COUllITY Fl~IR" 
by providing a C.A Force conprisecl of A. 1st Lt. '.reno Leader (Conpany Commander 
Psy/Wexfexe COrJpe.ny), a \vexrw..t Officer (~j,ssistant Tean Leader), two eight nan 
Psy Wexfezo Teru:.1s and one IJWl'J Corpsne..n. li.. two man U.S. i..rDY Loud Speaker 
TeaD would 8,ccompany these personnel. In addition a 16 n;:..n:TatiC:'Il<-w.:l'olico .:..: 
fl.otE'1.il"vlf1,S':w.rlo t.vaiH,blo ?Jlr:' l?6cvnpaniee1 the CAe The 'U.~. CA Team was com­
prised of one officer, three corpsmen, one doctor and two cooks. The 3rd 
Battalion, 7th ~~ines provided all logistical and security supporte 

Execution 

(1) On D-Day at 201100H 3rd Battalion, 7th lIarine. units encircled 
the My Loc Hamlet Complex. .At 201115H an 1-19 aircraft circled overhead and 
broadcasted a tape inforning the people that ARVN and Iviarines were searching 
for the VC, In addition, the people were instructed ndi to run or they would be 
thought to be VC. At 201145H a sweep of all hamlets within the objective area 
was made. At 201245H an L-19 airoraft broadcasted a tape instruoting the people 
to ,truce enough eating.utensils and personal belongings to remain away from home 
for 2 to 3 days and that rice and soup would be provided by the G. V .N. At 
201400H 3rd Battalion, 7th llarines 01' Group arrived at UY LOG Pagoda and 
selected a compound site for the people of the village. By this time several 
hundred people were gathering at the Pagoda.. A:t201445 R the Pr;.y Warfare Team 
from QU.A.l'lG m.AI arrived in the area. At 201500H "COUNl'Y ]'Allt"Teams commenced 
establishing the compound site in the vioinity of BS 499891.' Working parties 
were obtained,by the Psy/WAR Team LEADER, from the men of the hamlet. At 
201600H 16 National Policemen arrived. At 20170011 the Psy;Wa:r Team moved 
the people of MY LOC from the Pagoda to the CA Compound. At 201730H three. Gl? 
tents and cooking gear "Tere installed. At 201800H the Psy Warfexe Team Leader 
spoke to the people e:x:plaining the danger of leaving the compound, and that the 
people of MY LOC were there for their own protection. At 201815H the people 
were segrated into two compounds. 

On D-Day +1 at 210600H the construction of the compound was finished, to 
include erecting b~bwire around the compound.. At 210615H hot soup and rice 
were served to the people. At 210730H the Psy/War Team told the people the 
Mar1nesj.ARVN were searching the hamlet for VO and that the villagers would be 
detained in the compound for protection. The team also gave a pre-planned 
speeoh on the purpose of the G.V.N.. At 210800 a census was ' taken. (830 
people were present) At 2108)OR the District. Chief, B1nh-Son, arrived via 
helicopter and spoke to the people concerning the G.V.N. policies and objective~. 
He also explained-the Chieu Hoi (Open Arms) Program. At 21l030H the Quang Ngai 
sector G-5 arrived via helicopter. He spoke to the people on why the U.S. 
Government was in Vietnam, and in general built up the image of the ARVN and 
U.S. Maxine Forces. At 211200E the registration of refugees b~an. The ~sy/ 
Warfare Team further explained the' Chieu Hoi Frog-ram. At 211230H sickcall was 
Qounded and over 300 villagers were treated. At 211300H dental call was sounded 
and a total of 53 were treated. At 2ll400H the children were -allowed to leave 
the compound to feed and water their live stock. At 211500H My Loc was visited 
by the 1st !iarine Division Commander, and 800 magazines were distributed.' At 
211600H an L-19 aircraft broadcastedan appeal of a former VC Platoon Commander, 
to give up the VO cause. At 2116l5H the evening meal was served to the people. 
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At 2117000 two movies were shovm. At 211900H the Fsy/Warfi:J:re, Team sang Viet­
namese ballets and broadcasted the danger to the people of ieaving the compoUnd. 
At .220600H soup and rice were served to the people, and the refugees were given 
sand bags to transport their rice in. At 220700H the refugees were allowed'to 
return to their homes to get their belongings. At 220730H sickcall was sounded 
and forty people were treated. At 220800H the 1st }Iarine Division Band arrived, 
end presented a program of American and Vietnamese songs. .At 220900H the. 
refugees began staging bags of rice for ,helicopter evacuation. 1~ estimated 

. 37,000 pounds of rice was trMsported to the 13inh Son District· Headquarters. 
At 220930H 3rd Battalion, 7th ~~ine Units and IJrv.N Racon Unit began to escort 
refugees to Highway #1. An estimated 750 refugees e..nd 250 cattle were evacuated. 
J .. t 221000H 3rd Battalion, 7th }1a.rines began to strike tps compound. 

-Problem Areas-

. Problem # 1 

T.mc'lnck·of strong direction and unified leadership by G.V.N. Civil 
Affairs Force. 

D.iscussion - The District Hel'tdquarters, ]inh Son, vTD.S not involved 
in the plaxming phase of the operation. J~s a result, there 1rJas no G~V.N. 
leadership to coordinate the Psy Warfare Tep~, National Police and U.S, }~ine 
Corps authorities. 

Recorrmendation - The G. V .N. Oll Force should task organize CIt District 
Headquar.ters prior to tho operntion sO that a: con1lllc'l.nd section can be foruod· and 

. a thorough bricfil1g be given by the District Chid •. 

t].'0blem # 2 

Inadequate time to gather the people and· to set. up a compound on D-Day. 

Discussiop. - It takes. several hours to gather all the people of the 
he.mlet in one location arid 4 to 6 hours to establish the compound. 

Recommendp.tion -In the future, operations of this nature, should be 
initiated as early in ,the d:.'1Y as possible so as to' taka advantage of maximutll 
daylight hours for'the collection and processing ofttic local popule.ca. 

:Problem If 3 

The requirement for a Vietnfimese C.ompound Security Force~ 

Disoussion - At the' lastntoment Vie:tna;mesea.uthorities deoided that 
the 30 Il1..9.U comp6undsecurity ·forco would be provided by one of their units· 
aJ.roady tactically employed in the operation. Since the ii.RVN Battalion never 
crossed to the north bank of the Tra Bong River as plannod the security force 
never arrived. 

Reoommendation - Tho Vietnamese compound secUrity force shoul~ be 
specifically designated with the sole mission of guarding VN working parties 
during the construotion of the compound and to guard the compound once it is 
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functioning. In such acapaci ty it should be made a part of the G. V .N. 
Ol .. force and not be part of a. J.JNN tactical unit. 

:Problem # 4 

Feeding the Hamlet's oattle during the period the villagers are 
detained in the compound. 

Discussion - To the peopleo! rural Vietnam, oattle are their 
most valuable possession and ,.ften they have more concern and take bettor caro 
of their cattlothon they do thomselves. Noasuros should be taken to ensure 
the cattle are fed and watered while tho people are detained in the compound. 

Recommenda.tion - The ohildren, 12 yeaxs of age and below, should 
be allowed, during daylight hours, to return home to feed and water the cattle. 

l'roblem # 5 

Haintaining sepe.rate compounds for men and women. 

Disoussion - The advisability of h~ing tho compound divided 
whereby the men and women are segregated throughout the duration of the oper~ 
tion is quustionable. The basic Vietnamese unit is the fo..mily. The whole 
family share the responsibility for caring tor the children, and they cook 
and eat from the !tfaml~y pot. II 

Recommendation - Uter the initial screening and processing the 
families shouid b"e ·reuhits9..· . 
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The "ClOunty Fair" operation conducted in the ~.1Y toe area was a 
decided success. Much experience was gained that will contribute to the 
success of future operations of a similar nature. Several considerations 
:in planning this type operation have alree,dy been discussed in the preceed­
ing paragraphs. Planning must be co,nducted jointly between the representa­
tives of the government of~ ietnam and the participating lVIarine Corps unit. 
01' particular importance area 

a.. Development of a 1I1'~ster Plant! for. the . .conduct of "Country Fa.i;r" 
A master plan must be developed so that VIET COI~ controlled areas 

can be neutralized on a controlled, timely, and systematic basis. If the 
Provincial District is controlled by more than one U.S. military unit commander 
the echelon of command having authority over the rosponsible unit commanders 
should coordinate' and dwelop the plan, SO that neutralization can be aCcomp­
lished systematically. The efforts of one unit, should compliment the efforts 
of another unit, pu.rticularly when their tactical areas of responsibility, 
lie within the same district. 

b. Selection of the "9ountlFair"ob,iective axea. 
The hOounty Fair" objective area must be mutually selocted by the 

Vietnamese District Chief and'the senior ~~ine Corps co~nder whose unit 
is participating in tho operation. This selection should'be based, to a le.rge 
extent, on the availability of a milite..ry or qu'~i military organization 
capable of maintaining positive control over the ,area on a permenent basis 
once the "County F~rir" has been concluded. Routes of communication must be 
opened and maintainod between adjacent nrcas that are already undoI' control 
of the District Government. :Positive control of these areas will alleviate 
the ever increasing problein of e.racuating refugeos from a V iat Cong controlled 
are~: to [t government controllod area. The groat burden of responsibility for 
administrCttive, medical, billeting and other logistical support can be ad­
ministered wi thin the "County Fair" e.rea rathor than having these respomd-
bilities multiply in tho already over cOc~Qitted District Headquarters. The 
people will be e.blG to take care of their own needs withmin:ima1 government 
support once their area is secure. 

o. Orge..niu.tional Support And Control of the "County Fairll Operation 
,A requirer.1entexists for an organization composed of civil. a.dmini­

stratr~s,civil police, medical and psy-warfare personnel to coordinate and 
contro,l the "County Fair" opcl'ation. J\ Vietnamese government official must 
be responsible for coordinating this organization rather thc'U'l a U. S. Official. 
During the past two IICounty Fairu operations a variety of Vietne.Jileso organi­
zations were representod but there was no one Vietnamese official coordinat­
ingtheirofforts. Since this type of operation provides tho Vietna.mese 
Government the OPICrrtuni ty to express their COncern for the people I s welfare 
in the Viet Cong controlled area, the individual who is best suited for this 
responsibility is the Distriot Chief. H~of cours~is the spokesman in his 
district for the Government of Vietn~~ and is well versed in the assots that 
are available, both logistical and administrative, as well as government 
p'~licies end proceduros. 
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15. £le,cpDmenda.tioAA. '. 

£1;' That theopcraticnshc''Wo '8. durritionof 'at least 4 days- thus 
roducing tho possibility for the va to rOI:Jain'inhictingtint11 ni1ite~y forces 
ru.tve left :the E..'rea. 

b. '~, t the p.xea. selectod beoutuallyagreedupol1 by the District Cl'def 
$d. the' nil i tary . Wli tcqme.ili'\.ex. 

c. That a Vietnamese 'civ:il.ian ~tY1)eorg~j,zation coordJ.:natcand ,control 
t~eltCOlnlTY Fi' .. m" e..nclthatoilU:::U:y 'forces b,e.ii.?eCt ,only for -thoencirblenent, 
SOC1xch and. clea.r,and prOVidil?€periDeters(;3ct1tity. 

d. That a Vietne..tieseGovornIlltient offic,~e~bcassigneda.s,the ,overEdl 
coordil1ato:r ,and' ,spokesma,n Md .jihat this, ,ihdiv'idu.eJ 'taka partiil tho 'pre­
pll".nning phases so that he is ,compl:etclyfroniliar with the schemeoi' 'inanuevers 
as well as all thE3 logisticl"~requireme11tsMdassets. 

e.Tho objectivcaree. ·:riIuS,tbo'goqgraphicrillY and tactically 'located 
so that it cp,n be :suI'Portod:by Yi~tnameseJ~,overrtlilent .Troopson,B. 'contJ.nuing 
basis once the oPGre.tio'n hPosbeenconcludec't.This willallcvie.tethemajor 
probl(3IJ. Qf ·the civilie.,n populacercquest:i.ngtobeev!'iCUr.";.tedfro'r.1 the arc/:'. as 
.reftlgecsthus eliminatmgthe requirement for adclitione.lar1Llin:istrative, 
D.6dicalb illctinge..ncllogistical support. 

f. 1;. -op,ster IiJcan cfo:r 'pernanentneutralizaticiri al'iii 'control of VOcoil_ 
trolle(l:~eas must. be B'Utua4;ly formu,1atectby the District Chief and th~ 
Senior Iviilitary Unit CQr;~flJ1der within tho distr:ict so that a systematic 
program can be developed. 

(:<) 
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Frag Order 7-66 

Ref: (a) 7thliIar Frag Order 13--66 
(b) IstNarDiv OperO. 301 .. 66 

Time Zone: H 

1. S ITU1~T rqn 

a. Ene~y·Forces 

1) Consistent, but unconfirmed, intelligence reports from Quang Ngai 
and Ilinh Son sources, hewe placed various VC battalion';"sized uni"Gs 
within the abjectivearea for a peritld pf six .months. . Infrequent 
patrols of up to company size have made contact with sizoable, well 
equipped VO units who avoided majorconfronta,tion with friendly 
forcGs. Information gained from a ve captive on Operation "Yffi.iA" 
indicates that a VU be,ttalion is within the area, and is presently 

'conducting training of nevi recruits~ This report places. the 
battalion and training center in DUC .AH (V:icinity BS 5191). 

2) The battnlion is reportedly iu:med .rith adequate small arms, light 
machineguns, both 60mm and Blmm mort8I's, and 57I.t1D. recoilless rifles. 
With the exception of. ~e heavier oortex's and recoilless rifles; 
all of these 1;leapons hl'!.ve previously been encountered.~ . 

1~1 
3) va population control in the aroit"is complGtoly DE.intp,ined not only 

.by 8f'lled va units; but also by politicd Caa.remaini2.:i,ninge.ninter­
locking systen 6f political and econbnic nssoci~tion to which the 
people are forced to belong~ 

b. Friendly Fo~ces 

1) Battory "M', 3rd Battalionj 11th Narines A.rtillElry Group 

2) 3rd Platoon, Company 11]ll ,1st Tank Battalion 

3) 3rd ?lp,toon; COIlPnily ~'cn ~ 1st Anti-Tank BGttalioI]. 

4) Company "Gli t 1st Rccorinaissnnce Battalion 

5) 2nd Batte~ion, 4th Regfuent, .2nd 1nfa:titry Division.ARVN 

6) Div isionRcconnnissBrice C OI!1p any , .2nd Inf£1.ntry Division ARITN 

7) Detachment Comapny HA'l, 3rd 1l.r.l Trac 13att8.lion' 

8) I'lAG -36 

91 Nt..G -12 
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c. Attachments end Detachments 

1) Detachment 3rd Plntoon, COr.lpany "C". 3rd Engineer Battalion 

2) FO Toar,~,. Battery nrl
, 3rd Battalion, llth ~Iarines 

..... ' ':' . " 

, 3)' .. D·etr.chnent national Police, Binh Son District 
. II.. • .. 

4>. .SgO\1.t Dog. Tearl, III MAF 

5) Detachnent ISO,' 7th IVi?.rinc Regiment 

6) . Detachnent·]?sy Wax TenD, 2nd -Infe..ntry Division l,RvN 
. .' .. ~ 

'. r • 

. T)' Detachnerit Psy WC\X Teen, 1st ~jlarimdHvision . 

8)· DetQ,chIleni '7th Counterintcilligence, 1st l'J~'1Xine Division. 
.... ... . . . 
'. 

9) - Det('.cb.llent 9th ITT, 1st J.viarine ·Division 

10) Detnchmmt Intelligence' Section, 2nd l>.RvN Division 

2. J:ITSSIOn. 3Xd Bn.ttp,lion:; 7th1Ylarines (-) Rein in conjunction with' e1cncnts 
of 2nd. Inf'rmtryDiyision, .ll.RVN, will conduct operdions in the south centre..l 
section of the Btnh 'Sbn District to locate, fix, and destroy eneqy personnel 
in the objective '/U'cm, f1.lld to prepe.re th€; /U'GA. for "County Fairll tjrpe opera-
tions. (See Operation Overle~.) f~t 

3. "'EXECUTION 

n. Concellt of 9J:>crgtion. Operation 1I~10P..Gi\,}I1t is a four phase joint opera­
tion. involving one ustro Infentry Battalion, en ARVN Reconn8,issance 
Conpany, 8l1d one JillVn Battalion • 

.fH.il.SE I 

On tho night of '])..3 onc USI'1J Rifle Conpr.ny (Rem) Doves southwost 
under cover of dp.rkness to an assGnbly area/harboring site vicinity 
BS 491962, arriving there prior to cL-""1yljght on D-2. That night it 
will nova southwest to the viCinity of the line BS 472948, BS 480954, 
to establish blocking positions prior to dc'l"ylight. A second USMC 
RifloCoDpany will novo to tho vicinity of BS 543951 prior to day­
light on D-I 'and fran that point conduct a coordinP,ted senrch and 
q.ostr9Y oporp.tion in the THAtfrl TR.,:"~ (2), THlJ:ill TRA (3), TAY PHUOC(I) 
and'TAY PRUOe (2.) hanlets. (See Operation Overla;r). Doth rifle 
cODpanies, less one platoon, assetible in tho vicinity of Landing 
Zone l.PP;LE, BS 495946 by dusk D-l. On the afternoon of D-l, one 
pIe,toon (Rein) fron the blocking conpany will covertly nove into 
an assenb1y area in the vicinity BS 4859~5. Under cover of dark­
ness it will Dove to the vicinity BS 488895 to establish a series 
of observation.postsjb1ocking positions. EleDents of the 1st 
r:L:,ud.ne"·Division Reconnaissance Battalion will be inserted on D-I 

'if""'';';''~:-:i''~'"- ~. -as'a,bl~c}dng/screening force north of the .Till .. BO:NG R±irer as 
~ .. i' ... 4Z\~l;~JtJ< ~~.;;ind~.~.EC:teAon the Operation Overlay. r[ni@r@' 1 

'; ~\ ". . .... _.;::~ .. ~ .. ~ :-~:~;g ~. . ~ 1,\ Smnlf-OEfii) 
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l?H1..sE II 
.~ .~ 

On D_Day nove one 155 SP. Howitz;er Battery to 0J?#"39; TIS 572.965 to 
support USMC and j!.RVN units throughout the durapionof the Opora.­
tion.Atfixst light on D-J)ay,one USY.lC Rifle Platoon (-)(Rein) .' 
will conduct· a nino clearing operation fron TIS 59~936 to BS 583928. 
When tho nine clearing olenents ha:ve cleared· PRASE LINE ONE an 
armored group consisting of ONTOS; T.i\NKS, LilT'.s, ahd ono .fi.RVU 
Eeconnais'sanceCODpaDY will connenc~'i ts~ sweep:' Throughout the 
course of the fU'L1ored movee. SI'iUUlOW':'Rll.WKunit will be .kept in an 

.. 'alert·status'at Landing Zone ROB~ tq.exploit any.sightings nade 
by air or reconnaisseJlce eleDcmts~ 

PRASE III 

. When tho 8Xnored fo~ce reaches tho vicinity of m-..SE Lnffi T1lRJ]E a. 
..... _,, _____ jg:4rt: hOliborne force. w;ill.pe siI:ruJ:tnneously helilifted into tho 

objective area.. The 1.RVN Battalion "lill be heliliftod .froD Q,Ul:J:ID 
. NGAI Airfield int.o Landing ZonePlNE.,J3S 492802, Lending Zone lJ.3R 

BS 507885, and LPnding Zone OAK 138. 501874. ·l~t .the S&le tiDe one 
USHC Rifle .Conpe.ny (-) will be helilifted fron Lending Zono JI.Pl?LE 
:as 5l3950,into Lending .. Zone PEACH 13S 489902. Turn-around heli­
copters will lift a secop.d USNC Rifle Conpany fron LeJlding Zone 
Ju"~PLE into Len ding Zone rEfill 138 501907. 1'. thir.d USJYlC Rifle 
Conpany will then be holilifted fron Landing Zone ROBBIN into 
LEU1ding Zone I'Lill'l BS 513901. The Battalion Tactical COlJI:land Group 
vri11 be' helilifted fran Lp.nding Zone ROB:llf to Landing .Zono lllli:.R. 
'The ARV1J Battalion will. establish blOCking positions along the . 
south bank of the TRi~ BONG River. The i'.rDored forco/.fl.RY1J Reconnais­
Sance Conpe.ny will nove into position in the vicinity of 13S 511892. 
The County Fe,ir target e.rea will be encircled on the North and . 
\vcst by :USMC units and on the South and East by lili.VN units. 1l.RVN 
units will cross to the north side of the TRA BONG River as the 
tactical situ~tion pornit~. , 

Once the "County Fair" target area has beon isolated a conbined 
lUNlI and USNC contingent will conduct athoro~h see..rch of the tar­
get area and begin extensivo IICOunty Fair" type operatioris. Itis 
8.nticipated that the dux£';tion of the nCo~ty Fairt1 operation will 
be 3 - 4 days. 'During. the first six hours of tho operation on 
D-D~, continuous A.O covere.gowil1 be provided. J:>articUlar onphe.sia 
will bo placed c.long the' Till:.. BONG River and in advance of the 

'· .. ~-·knored Unit. On D-De..y the J".RInl units at tho IJJ .ROll. outpost 
BS 473863 e.nd lllI DIEl1 outpost BS 553881, BS 556691, 'Win assist by 
esta.blishing OF /I3lockillg pos:i,. tions at precleterninod. p08i tiona along 
the South bank of the TRt. BONG River. '. . 

. b. Conpn.nv.: L· 
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~ii~~ffirwj • • ,l~;:.: .,j; .. '. ...... , •.. ; 
- 2 l>urll'lg daylight hours on D-2 Qstablish observation posts" and '. .~" 

gvoid contact and detection. During tho ntght· of n;2 and prior 
to daylight establish blocking positions from BS 472940 to 
:as 480954 • 

•. 3) ·.:During daylight hours on Il-i· coordinate -vrith and provide blook­
l...'1.g assistance' for Company "I" as they. sweep in. a v19sterly 
ul:c3ction from 0P#39.--

4)'O':1:~'b~' afl;ernoon of·D-I· dispatch tw6Platoci~s to a daytime 
, .' ass:3>:J1bly site :as '4B5935~ Un~er cover of darkness these two 

,.;PI9.toons -viill' covertly nibVe to observation/blocking positions 
from 138. 487896 to BS 490asT arrivil1g ill. position prior to day­
light onl).:J)B3. Move the Company Conunand Group and the remain­
ing platoon to a harboring site vicinity Landing Zone APPLE 

r",' . 
BS 495946. 

. _ ~._~_5.) On the morning of D-DaY'. and on order, be prepared to helilift 
. .' '. from Le.....'ldingZoneAPPLE to ·.Landing Zono l?DACH :as 489902. 

-.. ---, .. , ", 6) Upon landing be prepared to conduct: a coordina tad sweep. south 
bo'b .. leEmES 488898 'and BS 495905. Upon reaching tho vicinity of 
BS 489891 and'BS 498893 establish' blocking positions in prepara­
·tion for COM-uty Fair op~rations. 

1)· At 0015E. 011 D-l 'mOve oV8r1and' from OP#39 (BS 573968) to an 
assembly site vicinity DS 546950. At first light on D-l con­
duct a coordinatod scar.oh 'and destroy o~eration with Company 
"VI, of the T"J:L.\Nli TRA (2), TliANE TRA (3), TAY PRUOC (1), and 
TAY ph~oc (2) hamlot complexes. . 

2) Upon completion of the SW9€lp, juncture with Company ilL" then 
m&1T8 to an assembly area with· Company tll1lvicinity Landing 
Zone APPLE BS 495946. 

. .. 
3) On D-Day be prepared on order, to be helilifted from Landing 

Zone AP~LEto Landing Zone PEAR BS 501900. 

-,. 4} . Upon landing be preparedto conduct a coordinated sweep south 
between BS 495905 'and BS 505900. Upon reachiile the vicinity 
BS 498893 and BS507893 establish blocking positions in prepara­

. ,tion for 'County Fair operations •. 

, ... ~ -G..--:-/£:mored For~ 

~r'~ .. ... 

... ~ ':;;.'~ .. ;~"~::.~ .. " . 

.. :>:>{.. 

The Armored Fbrce consistirig of one Platoon of Tanks, one 
Platoon of Ontos, two LVT1sand one 4RVN Reconnaissance Comp~ 
will conduct a search and destroy operation in the hamlet com­
plexes north of the TRA BONG River extending from H:ighway.#l 
to MY LOC. 

;- .;? 
J1li'> , 

4 
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the Armored Force reaches the, vicinity of PHASE Lm 

,"-(a) A fast movJ.ng group'coIilposed of three Tanks,' three Ontos, 
2 LVT's, and one,_ ARVN lleconnaissanco Platoon will be dis-
patched to the vicinity of BS 520894 to establish blocking 
positions in conjunction :vTith USivIC units. ' , 

(b) A slow: mov ing group composed'of the remainder -of the Armored 
For'ce will conduct a detailed scexch arid destroy operation 
along the same axis of advance as the fast moving group. 

3) The Commanding Officer, Company II Bli, 1st Tank Ba:ttalion will 
, coordinate and' control tho Armored Force during the search and 

destroy operations. 

e. CompanY "K"" 

1) On order be prepared to helilift the entire company (Rein) from 
Landing Zono ROl-1fi to Lancling Zone PLUM 13S 511901. 

2) U:pon landing be prepared to conduct a coordinated sweep south from 
BS 505900 to,]S, 517900. Upon reaching the vicinity of BS 507893, 
IlS 512895 and BS518897 establish blocking positions. 

3) Uf::::~ the arrival of the l'U'morbd_ Group vicinityBS 520894 be prepared 
t;) r;(,,'lduct a detailod search 2,nd clop..x operation in conjunction 
wi th contingents of the ARVN Reconnaissance Company through the 
MY LOC (1) and IYlY LOO (3) hamlet complexqs. 

f. pom12aW lI~~' 

1) .At 0530H on D-DI::.yproVide one 'platoon to conduct amino clua.ring 
operation along the trail' fx-om BS 592936 to 138 583928. Upon 
'reaching tho vicinity of BS 585'929' notify this lief:~dquarters. After 
clearingl?HJ~SELmE onE provide aro'a security until tho Armored 
Group has passed PHASlJD LnrE ONE a.t which time the mine clep..ring 
platoon willroturnto Highway :f/l for truck retraction to 3rd 

, Battalion, . 7t:b.Narmos COll~andPost. 

2) On D-Day provii'l.,e one squad (rein) for SPARROW HJ~WK to bo a.vailable 
for comm-i it.I:lerit by 06DOH. . 

. 3) By OBOaE on D-Day proVide one platoon for holilift from Lending 
Zone· ROBIN, to Landing Zone PLUM BS 511901. 

4) Upon landing move to the vicinity of BS 5~2895 and 13S 508897 to 
estabiish,OP/~lOCking positions. 

5) On the afternoon of D-Day be prepared to retract one platoon from 
the vicinity Landing Zone PLID1.,to Landing Zone ROli.IN for further 
deployment to 3rd Battalion7 7·th l'1c9Xines :tvlLR. 
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go Battalion Corxnand Group 

1) On D-Day bo prepared to ho1ilift from Landing Zone ROBIN to 
LandingZono PEiR. 

2)' Esta.blish. ¥1itial~ommand Post site vicinity TIS 591897 

'. ,~' .jL"1Fl 
d...:,l~'~.·< " 

:;) In conjunction with ARVN forces be prepared to conduct extensive 
County Fair oporations'within tho ~ LOC (1) and MY LOC (3) 
hamlet comp1exos~ , -

h~ al~. ~prtarSeetion 

1) On D-DaY l::ieproparei:l 'to heiHift froQ Le.nding Zon~ ROB:D.'! to 
Landing Zone PEAR. . . 

2) lIortars will be la.id ini tiBlly on an e.ziLnlth of 3200 nils. 

i. Co~~in£tiPg Instructions 

1) D .. llay 20 May 1966 
.~. .. -: ," 

2} u,~~Iour To' be announced· but ~ot later thc>..n 2010000. 

:;) :C:>,:1,,),:1.ng Zones: ~I.PPLE BS 495946 
PEACH BS 489902 
p~~ BS 501900 
PLUM BS511901 
'ROB'IN" BS 532028 

4) EH1~SE LINES: ONE, Railroad TIS 583927, BS 577938 
TWO, T~~HILL BS 579916, TIS 572922, and BS 568930 
T.dREE, ~Mn..;STRFJJl ns 561909, BS 558915, and BS 554928 
FOUR, Tfu\IL'BS 540888, BS 534898, and TIS 531905 
FIVE, TRA·IL TIS 518894, BS 5139'00, e..nd BS 510909 
Sll, TR.t~,IL BS 502887 t BS 497897, and BS 495907 

5) Fire Coordination Line. The ~ct). boUnded on th6 l~orth by-the 
southern linits of the '1st Marine Division. Reconnaissance' zone, 
qnthc west by a line between BS 520893, BS 521900, and BS 523907, 
and. on the south by the TRl\. BONG River. ' , 

6) ARVH Control Linel A secondaxy Fire Coord.ination Line will be 
este.b1ishecl along the stream bed at BS ,490888 to BS 506891 once 
lUWN units cross the TRA BONG River to e.ssistin the County Fair 

. Oporat~ons. 

7) County F'air Target Area: BS 498893, BS 503891, TIS 498889, BS 490887 
an(,i BS 490891. 

8) OS utiiization is e.~thorizdi. 
~_ when it is 'employed. 

- , 

........... ~ ........... ~.:'._".~ .... ",.. , -. . ... ~ 

This Headquarters will be notified 
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Re1.erencc (b) , 

.j 

- ~.--. --" .. :." .. ~ . 
10) Report~,_ ts~ructions: ." 

f· (a.) 1111 e~~my sightings',contaotsanddiscovery of caches. 

-1' 'U~'e ·SPOTREJ? format 

2" Use Cl.VES fortlat., 

"jl Use S:ITIUin?':format· , 

41 Mtera:ction report· due. this lIe2.dquartcrsjS-3) 48 hours 
after completion of the Operation~ 

11) Position Reports: 

(a) Thrust ~oints 

.:' ''' .. 

' .. :12) 

: .--13) 

AUTO BS 500900 

CITY BS 530910 

,; S01li,~;BS 520870 

'j.-
""'" .. 

'i; 

Unclassified Code Name: tlMORGilNu. 
. '- . . .. .:t"~ ,-, ': _ . ;:..... , . ,,~ • ", :v j

... .. 0' ~:._ ""'.r . 

Initial,lQc~t~on of .the Battalion OF will be BS 501897. 
. 7:. \ ~ --

" 

14) Anticipated duration of the operation: is. thr·ee-cll'.ys.· 

.. '.1 r .!J ~ 

. , i 

..... ~ 
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'4. Administration ~i.tiC' 
a •. SUPPLY 

(a) Pre~cribed Loads 
, 

.-

Class I ... 4 mee.ls 111C; 3000 Civil AffairTea.m mel'l.ls. 

Class II - Combat essential, civil Affairs Team supplies 

Class III - Vehicle tanks full 

Cla.ss IV - 15 rolls bB.rbwire for Civil Aff~ir Tee.m 

Class V - Basic Ailowance 

(b) Supplies end Equipment availADble 

1 Prescribed Loads 

~ Battalion assets 

1 FL5G assets (limited clothing) 

! attached units stage supplies at LSA 

(0) Control and Distributimn 

1 Logistics control by 5-4 with forward Battalion C.P. grOUt 

~ LSi.l established Battalion (R~in), LZ Robin, Batto.l1on 8-4 
Rear control,. 

i Unit distribution 

(d) Resupply 

1 Utilize P.APID REQU:EST FOBMA.T '.to Crepe Myrtle Four. 

~ Classify and seperate reque~~s by priority. 

i Number request consecutively. 

~ Requests on fill or kill bas~s. 

b.. EVACUATION l\.ND HOSPITiiLI&:L'i.TION 

. (1) Evacuation 
.";$.-~!~ 

, : (a) Requests to Crepe 11yrUa Four 

(b) Classify as t~ priority 

(0) USHC to 1st lvledical .Battalion v:ia helicopter. 

(d) Vietnamese to Quang Nho.i via helticopter. 

, :. ~ ~r.. ... , 
,Pr"'! . 

. ~ . ,,- ~~ . 
.,. 
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• --(2) Hospitalization. As prescribed by medical officer .as to 
whom evacuated. 

c. TR1JIDPORT.Il.TION 

(1) Infant;oy to LD by truck, to objective area by foot er helicopter 
as per· operation plan. 

l'1echanized units-Organic via route Gne to objective' arao 

Two helicopters on stand by (condition four) for resupply and 
MedEvac. Battalion rear control. 

Convoys as required established by C. P. rear. 

do SERVICES 

(1) Field units requested maintenance, end item exchange or salvage vi~ 
Rl\PID REQUEST FORMilT to Crepe Myrtle. F.ur~ 

(2) Battalion:'1(rear) request service via routinecharmels 

e. PERSONNEL 

(1) Routine administration as per SOP. 

(2) All units submit entire unit roster to ,include Name., Rank, Serinl 
number, to Battalion 8-1 by 191600H. 

(3) Report evacuated casualties ~y First, I11ddle, and Last Initial 
and Service Number. 

f. MISCELLANEOUS 

(1) Uniform-Utilities, normal arms 

Flack Jackets optional 

Treat local water with iodine prior to use. 

luI units maintain rearC. P. 

8-1 and Battalion Supply coordinates casualty reporting and gear 
recovery at 1St 11edical Battalion. 
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5 • COMH.J1D-C OI'JNU1~IC.:.:r IONS-il,ncTI1Ul~IC S 
.\. Radio 

• 
1. Call signs and fre'Luencies in accordance with lstdar.:Jiv cor 
2.,ctivclte 3tations on the Regimental Jommand , 3.egimental Tao 

and .,11V·: advisor nets. 
3 ~ 2nd .~tV~r j3n Gall sign will be :dickey Heview, ]ravo on 

..:!Tefl 40~3 
4: .J3.V..; .. :£0 . ..;-,,~1:L. ;3IG .. "ILL J;i; JOU..:;,j; 29 
5. \.iontact with afnored columns will be over .~d.ttalion '1'ac net. 

'1:11e co.l1 sign ,\-lill . be Jenn.ington Bra.vo 
6. r.r:6.e following ~irtniits will be activ.teu. by ¢6¢¢ on J)-vay; 

a! .3uttalion 'l'aC het On 42.7 
b~:(egimental '1'ac net on 39~1 
c •. :J.W: .. ; aUvisornet: on 40~3 
d~ '.LUI' local on 44~ 9 

7. .::.tV.·; Recon can be contacted thru Jennington ...;rc:.vo. 
:8. JfrIl;1dIY U0~nX!\YJ: UJ!I FI\"',·dILl. JE on 35.9 can sigi1 .. ~_. __ ._ 

B. '-fire. , 
1. .illlctensiVe ,,{ire w:i,ll be employed within the C. F. and civil 

affa.irs ·coItl'.Pound 

2 j One :3::3-22 Will be installed a.t the \).:t'. 
3. ~.ll wire wi'll be retrieved 
4. Call signs remain the same 

C. i.iessc;ge rJenter 
1. Umerical Code :(-~C-Jl 234/'C:3;.'; will be employed at all levels 
2. '1'his code is held b~r:r.I.V advisors 
3 •. '..utl1entication will be in accordance wi th KAJ~-60 

D. Uoordin;:~ting Instructions 
1. Draw three b,.tteries per radio 
2. c:.1.ch open"tor "Till carry bIO message books 3,l1d 'p~ncils 
3. :~imi ted 2nd eohelon repair will be available within the 

3attalion comw~nd post 
4. ';:'he . 'at tali on C:ommand . ost will be located initially at 

CO.Jrd 500900. ..11 other units report c0Ill111D.ndpost locations 
Wl10.:.1 0S ta'ulished • 

.. . · .S~OD~~ 
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps 

.;. COrn:landing 

A. Operation Overlay 

DISTRIBUTION: Special 

10 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

FOR OFFICIAL USE· OKaY -. . -, . 
Weekly Operational. Sunn~2 1. March - 7 March ~966,(j-/ 7) 
MAP: L703. 3., 50" 000,. , . 

Sheets 6757 III Ie IV ? ~:-~j '1 
+ At 0418000 Co. L an:l ~. K -''T,-t· 
assumed defensi:ve positions K f>:J 7 
on the MLR of 2nd En. 7th Mar. 8Z .. ~_w 

-'+ FroIlD. 1-4 Nar 66 CO K and .-1..-" 
Co. L Pos:itions were !lS,-".--~'-) I.,._~.! 7 
. S~Wl'l'on over1ay / ::?<J 
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.Weekly: Opera:ti-onal: -Summa.ry (3/7)' 
:-( Milrbh :""14. March 1966 , 
MAP, L70l, 1.J 50,000, Sheets 6757 In &IV 
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From 110BOOH to 14080011 Company L and Cornpan,y K on Opera. tion c&H manned 
the following coordinates. 

Company L 
Company K 

BS 5889'5 
BS 584927 
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