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From: Commanding Officer ¥,
To:  Commanding Officer, Tth Marines

Subjt Command Chronology; month of July 1966

Reft  (a) Div0 5750.24

Bnels (1) 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines Command Chronology with Annexes A & B, ;

1, In accordance with reference (a), the command chronology for the month of

July 1966 is submitted with attachments.
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SURONOLOGY WITH ARPMCHMENTS T

2.

3

. S-l 4@&31'3&11:&'»

,r’eried ocveredt 1 July t@ 31 July

“Comman dirig OfflC er

,I; ORG N EAT IONAL I)i\:Tn )

. Bes:.gnatmn and 1oca*tlon of reportmg imi“bt Bra Batta.llon, 7th I*iarlnes,
- 18t Marine’ Div:.s:.on (Re:Ln) FIF, Chu La.l, Republlc of Vigtnam

Brecutive  Officer . .- ) P ; '
T l»- 22 July 1966
PAS»UAL 23 2 51 July 1966__

. 82.0fffcer.. . . . .  §Sgt C. . BTN 1 '9.July 1966

. "K" Compam‘;- ey

a3 Offlc'er’g;- D © - MajD.

. Bn Surgeon e e TR R

.,I‘verage Strength USMJ 29 *Off :|.cers{v" e

" The tota.l number oi‘ personnel o’

“Capt Do E. JCEISON 10~ 31 July 1966:,"'
5, DIMHOND.. ,

S.4.0fficer - . L - . Capt .-H..
ConmuniCatlons Offlcel‘ e Lapt H. C. _SthODfﬂ
Supply Offlcer ‘ 3

M:) A. L.

..A.é
Bn ChaPlainw_; Sl sl ~Lt CHC) Wo We BPPS, - L T

| H&S co T e Capt P R. GOLTLIES: 1- 26 July 1966' g

"I" CemPam. v

'M" Gompany . . i ' Ca,p't T- Vo DR; U.DW

M . 5 “ -
L. 4.

PO : USN 2 Offlcers
- 905 J&'lllsted S 48 Enl:.saed '

J"d WL 1n'i,.3/7 &8 =-oi‘ 31 July 1966 1c

» - 10154 f 'l‘he tetal -effective’ strength:’ On 21 July 1966 13 960.

Durlng the: month of. JulJ 138 new personnel were Jo:l.ned “to thls un:x.t '.‘L

- 44 -were d.ropped from the rolls.

' Tha 24 pla.toon of Compaﬁ T
Yen: (2). BS 521926, end” apbrefiended 708

e totg.l of - 28- ha:ve‘ rotg.ted, '4.4 "personne"l were - WIA, 8" KIL, 7 non-batt!
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Captured equ:.pment “Prom '&he V6 KT iricluded oné LhJ.Com K44 carh:ma, 3 Chlﬂom
grenades, one 26 grensde, one cartridge belt, assortod m;u.narv equ:.pment
and one pair of 6X30 hinoculer USMC 8401, = - -

_030925H a Compa.rw L reinfor¢ed squed on g coubat patrol at BS 547940,
received smpll artig fire and ¢ither four rifle grenides or' 60mn mortar rounds,
causing one WI4, £rém at gstimated gquad of VG loceted at: 38574939, . The pat-
rol returned firé with 1-79s, small arms; and cdlled in 7 - 10GRR. rounds.
Jnother squad teinforced with an artillery FO was dispatcned, linked up:and.z
searoll of the area wa;s..conguc ted with negative results., - -

03221CH a Compa.ny I platoon (=) patrol at BS 508942 killed ‘two a.rmed VG
who walked into thepoint of ths” patrol. The VC were wearifg black: -One M1

‘carbine, one K~44 ‘carbine, one" ‘cartridge belt and one bandoliier of ammunition
was capturedi At 2330H, the’ company I platoon (-) at BS 502947, while enroute
to its nlgh‘b pos:.t:.on, recelved a heayy volume of fite from an unlknowm unumber
of VC gt 38 502946 résul ting: in oné’ friendly WIA (med evas), The patrol reiturne
fire but was wnable to determ*xe VC cagualties becaunse of terrsin difficultiss.
The patiol retracted’td its patrol base, The WIL Marine died at lstilied Bat-
tslion. 4 search of the area at flI‘Su light ravesled: two- seperate blood
trails heading easts -+

On 6 - 7 July 1966,- Gompsm.es 1*1 “L ahd the Battelion Oommand Group Ly 3
Battalion; 7th Marines with- PF/NP' forces provided by 3ink Son District Hoad~
quarters; Ruang hgai Prov:ane cofmehiced an operstibn in the Chaun Tu {1):ham-
let, BS 588936. ‘Bus ha.mlet wEs- selected as theé objective ares because of
sibstantial VC activity which. hag itvolved ambush and mine incidents on nate
ional ! 1ghwa.y 1 as well as repeated Ve contacts with Marine patrols. -The
operation involveéd the- concept of enc:.rcl:."]b the objective ares .to prevént VO
exfiltrations and the utlllze.tlon -of - F/NP fordés in conjunction with Marines
in the conduct of the sea.rch' * In the early mornj.ng hours of 6 July, Company
M (-) moved %6 a d.eslgnza,ted LD, BS 575933, prior to dawm. OConcurrently, Com-
pany L moved overland’ and drwived in the objettive ersda pricr to dawn..H-tour
was desighated for O530H, At this tiie, Compeny M crossed the LD and moved to
dssume their, ass:.frned nomt:tons. Comp L mgved intc position and one pla-
toon from Comnany h ‘m"h the Batta.llon Cormand ‘Group & movied. by mator vehicle
into the objective ‘arcae’ ZDurlnO +hcf “course of the ‘bperetion, contaci with
the enewy cons:.sted of sporadic snlper 1nc:.dents, s:gbhtlnns e.nd & uoder; &
size probe of tha night defensive pOSlthILS- ) - St
. 061515H a Conpa:ny I platoon at BS 534947 reteived ohe grenude thrOw Ly a
ve, resultinf_, in one friendly WIA, 4 resdction force secarched the area =nld
shot and killed T- Ve, fl*eelng from thc, scene. ’m adhtlonal } VCS were svained
for lnterro'ratlon end were later relea’seﬂ. R W

062330H & Comparny I squad arbush 4t BS. '508940 received 1 incoming grenade
resulting in 2 friendly: WIA, ‘The Mahnes f:.rea ‘dpproxinatély 50 ‘founds of
small. arms T 62, 1nto the, 8T 3, the gre‘nade was ‘bhothht to have come from, The
wounded Marines were évacuated: and the syusd Vds retracted to Compeny I Command

- Post. e

Zr 0711308 Company M at BS 573923 sustamed& 4 fr:.enily WIA a.nd 2 frlend.ly -KIA

vhen g 40mm mortar round Bocby trap was detBAated, A med evac. wos called fom
e,nd the 1n3ured personnel were evacuated to the 1st I*Ledlca.l ‘Bqttallom -

.... --0814Q0H a Company I secuFity elefient apyrehended two femsle V38 at’ thei¥
. home in the hnmlet at BS’ 534947, (Irfdxmation ddiceming their location was_

obtmned from the PFs, " The older ¥&§’ ganged informing Ber son of &veryda

1
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nov ciedtbs of the § el endby ’sec‘ur:d'y wiit ehd that her son threw the- grena.de o
into the C‘om*any I squad am¥ash on 6 July at 2330H. ‘Her son flad souths: _-The
other woman admitteéd belné a VC scout. The VUS ware forwarded to ITH,

0909308 & fefiber of a Company L Sq_uud dizc recon/corbat patrol detondted e
booby trap at BS 571944 resul*m 111 onc fnendlv IL\. (mecl evac) ‘l‘ne boobv
trap was mede of pottery.

091000H a Company I sqL.?cl acting as esc.crts for a ¥P p-r;toon at 35 525939
reporced that the FF platcon flushed one VCC nt JJS 522}39. The .rs shot end
killed the VO,  in M1 casbine vas capmuvcé.a

"091035E Lomnanv ¥ a% BS 5T09LT reveived: 30 rounds of semi Automatic end’

. a.utomatlc wea.pons fire “from B3 570919 I“.F‘u‘.tlﬂ(" in one friendly WIL, who later
" died of wounds. - As the ied evac heliconier was descanding it recoived rovnds
through the engine tmnsnlsswn a,orl fuel cells. The pilot was WUU.'ld.C\.o The
helicoptetr wasy tnable to f£ly out. - Cowany M revurned fire with 4 < 66rm mortan

rounds, 2 - 106RR zoutids, 6 - 50 cal s.,obumf,' rounds, machine ging and small

‘arms fire then swept use avea wilth negative esu1+ ’ (lc;mmny A provided securi

for the helicoptcc and reswept fhe area afiexr nref fires ey ‘an Hi-1E gunship,
" 100755E Company M ot BS 578925 dctoratcd a boody. "Gr»p causing onc fr:!.endly

“UWIA with minor wounds. The WIA was 2 ettached combat cngihcer,

0*1 10, JuJ.J .L966, a bomamr L platoon {1} pa‘trol 2t B8 567,44 tvlpped &

bodby ’crap resulting in one fricidly minor.WILi, .

© On'11 July 1966 froi 0745€ to 09451, Congan,y M a* b' 879“0 to 53 582928
recelved continuous sniper fire, causlnb olle f‘n(.nd.l‘r vJL.;, 1 -om Bs 592030 to
BS 581927 .to BS~ 585928. hrée Cthon Zulu 10 grenales were 1ocatcu., twe av
B3 583929 ané one at BS 58?928 along tbe 1080 aomrany M retirned fire a.u"
deplq;cd to flush out the sniper. and. temove the aind; Ab .J»zlSu, a.Company 1
squad at BS 573921 rdccived, fire frém foir sém awtonatic wespons al BS 5(5976
cousing two friendly WIi, s sqiiad fétu_rnnrl firs and swenu the namle Ga .

' 12&314{1& & Co.npa.n\v L squad &t BS 574853 racuived one grn ade result:mg in
one friendly WIA, m:.nor wound. Thé squéd resurmed Small arms fire with nege~
tive resultse -

1212158 o Company M pratoon 'a.t B3 577°2> received s‘llpe" f.lre From B3 -
575916, The platoon cgllea n 7 < 1CSER rounds at thé sugpected VO positioans
and destroyed two huts: 4 secondary explos:.on ocuured il orre hut and o
hut burned with occasmnal mack:mb :malcuting eluh ba.mboo or su::
ammmition stored in the hut. . :

On 13 =15 July 1966 a search and’ destroy cpera.tlon vias conctuoted ugh ¥
the Phuoc Thuan and Ten Fhuoe hamiet complexes in G3 5791, 5591, 5591 ard
‘5590 in order o relieve the p‘*as!sure of Ve activity throughou t the av:: while

N Company M establlﬁﬂbd a combat ‘bade on Tien Dgo hill, GS 792+ Compa:u U
. ¥

conduct d a sweep through the I Camleta 6. ’che wast w‘nle the platoon fz«u Com-
pany I csteblished blocking posa.tlo*zs. Comp any L encountered sporadlc snlper
ond harassing fire a,nd cémpleted their sweeﬁ on lf,t Ju]y esnabllsl:xmg nlght
Aareneive positions m the Tan Phuoe hamlet at 33 555908, Commencing at
150200H Cempany M came unde? heavy a.t‘taoic from & V0 fonve estimated at bat-
talion strengths It Was & courdinftsd attack utilizing -60mm mbrtsrs and 57HR
fire as the prelude t0 tho V€ sgsaulting élame ]'ltSo ""The enqu mortar fire.
was ‘adjusted over the combat base from south to north, . A slight penetratlon
of the lst Platoon was mades Company 1 conducied a uountcrattach end reestab-
“lished the perimelers As a result of. this attack, Company ,. 24 .Ba.ttalion,
"’th T’Jarlnes beceuae OFCOK to 3d Battallon, T+h Marmes end was helilifted
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,soam ‘of the Tra. Bong rlvez at .LSO'M.jH to. uoniwct a sweep to the east. Com-
pany L conducted . sweep 0 he énst, .1orth of thé, Tra Bong river and tie
platoon from Lompany I jcined ('orman,r M on Tien .\Jao hill to- reinforcu their
defensive position. There were 27 VO KL and weapona found. th*oug,hout the
battle area. Compsny i sustaineéd 5 KILi; 1 DOV and 19 4Wla, ~aanex a and B
. contain thc Fragl 12 July 106b and the efter ac tion rel,ort 3rd Batt al:.ony

.fth Ma,rmc.s which covers the Canept and excutlon of tne ope* atlon. é‘f.t.
"151600H the operatidi concluded. . o

152145H a Company M.1¥ at BS 576923 observed four vu at B3, 577922 mov:ng
toward the combat:bnse. The I¥. f:.red 2 ~.3,5 roundg. It is bellevdd thet
3 VO were hit. ‘A ssarch of the area by & bompzny it squad _pl‘Od'LlCed 3 articles
of blood,y clothing. - . .
180115:1 Company M at BS 573923 received 10 roun.xs of sr."elx .arine, sn:mcr

" fire from BS 571922 and B3 579927 and onc .79 rewmd’ £réi B3 575927, Moves
mont was detscted by the SID device and an IP a% 33 577921, Company M C':_]le(
for 32 - 155mm 111ummnt:1.on and 3@ rounds 8lmm 1llu_m1nqt10n. Lomp—uw Uy
returned fire vn.th £ 179 rounds, 20 160, 2 . 106 and 10 - 50 ca.l rounds.’

A search at first 11ght revaealed bloody sandale mdlcatlng at leest one VG WLL,
18121QE the 3d DBattalion, 7tk Marines CP st BT 533023 was closed down erd’

operaiional control was assumed By 3/7 Bravo Command Group. - At 1600H, "3d Bat-

talion, Tth I’le.rlnes Ccp at 23 56595? assumed comm,nd and bec’;me tne new perman-

“ent Op. - -

~1920154 a Company Jit m:Lghty mite travellng north on nlghwa;y'. ,rl, at By 58)950_’:

hit & mine turning the veh:.cle sidevays. At the Same¢ time automatlc weapcne -
opuned-up on thé-vehicie from BS 586999 reaultln in one friendly WIA, Tho
driver got the vehicle started again when the VO opened up from BS 580950
and 39 584950 with smgll arms c-rbines and .('ired 2pproximately 100 rounds ss
the velicle sped through the attewtei a,mbuah Co"ru,my L platoon on Ur’f},,
" B3 5709586, fired 4 - 106RR rownds Snto the asbush- dite, .
©' - 192245H, a'sqund from Company M with PAT attachments rc,cn.lved sm.m.r flr;.
from 33 579924 resulting :in 3 PAT Wiisg: d4m LP located at 3% 575926 spotted
6 -« 7 VC on’the trzil. . The ilarines opened fire and pulled ba.ck to. t’xu e A
“meter. - Tanks fired a 30 cal 4G into the area. o
2008154 a squad element from Compeny M recelved 3’0 romds of et
weapons fire from BS 561920 resulting in one friendiy WIA wio died or wii:
- at 0825H, The squed returned 50 rounds of 1-14 end swept the ér a with .52
tive re sults. o .
. 211940H, a Ccmany It squad observid 4 VO moving morth aloze .the BR “vucks
" et B3 585927, Theé VC fired 10 rounds at Phu Lo (3) hanlet; B¢ 583928,
Harine squad anid PAT elament opened fire e@endmg approximatcly 100 ro: nds of
© swpll Arms, 3 - 10(‘13 +nd 5= 81 gorier rounds, Tw Vlctnamuse chlldren were
~woundeds - The PAT ».irgonnel handled the WlAs, - =
24111011, a squad from Cospany ‘M o'bse'rved 2 V¢ ot BS 582913, Vbs ste:rtg.d
“1.,gmwm ”ho sguad’ fired 5 rounds of Iials r«.sulting in 1 confirmed VC KIA,
e "’ZBm Company T received 4 incoming 60mm mortar réwnds from 35 537937.
Company I rletm'ned 6 ~ 8lmr rounds st & sugpected ehemy mortar positiod at.
BS 541953, - &"battery one from Battery I wag fired on ,,.n observed VL mortar
,;pos:Ltion a%.35°537937,° The results ere uwnknown. =~ 7 -
e 271015u 2 squad patrol from bempany M contacted two i‘1gures at 33 561921.
Thay" ‘were ordered t0 ‘halt, however, borbh ra.n. har:.nee fu-ed 15" rounds of M-14
a_nd- wounded one male alightly; =~
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272100h a Conpa.ny I gquad at BS 531929 received o grcnade from BS 531929
in the vicinity of reilroad tracks resulting in two WIi non med evac., The
PATS opened up with automatic weapons, 10 to 15 rounds. Two rpunas 8lmm
illumination were fired with negeiive results. ‘

272200E Company I detected vC movenent outside their perimeter and fired
4 rounds of 3.5 and 6 rounds of I-79, A squad patrol checked the area and
fixed the VC position at BS 537943 and fired 40 rounds of small arms. It is
believed there were positive results of at least 1 probable VO WIA who was
observed being shot and falling.

280915H a platoon patrol from Company I sweeping Tay Fhuoc (2) at 35 497948.
flushed 2 VC from the hamlet and also 2 male VO3 of military age from a bomb
shelter in a houses, The 2 VC had no ID cards and ran from the patrol. One
VC was killed and the other escapeds  The two VUS werc sent to ITL., Two
straight razors were found in the sesms of the VUS trouscrs. 1000 piastres,
one ilitery poncho and a VO battle dressing were also ceptured,

302000 Company I-2 departed Company I combat basc to comuence Operation
"IARLBORO", _

311920H Company I-2 at B3 480919 aprrehemded onc VCS who fled from approach-
ing patrol. Suspect admits being VO adminastration chief. At 311945hL Com.
pany I-2 ot gsame position had 4 VO attempt to entecr position by utilizing a
herd of cows as cover, - The platoon fired 20 rounds of 7. 62 staipeding herd and
VCe Two VC believed hite '

‘At 31203CH Company I-2 reccived heavy volume of automat:.c weaponsg fire
and approximately five rounds of 60mm mortars at 3S 481917. At 31213CH med
gvac helicopter was downed at this position by automatic wespons fire, Thu -
pletoon pulled in all night time activitics and set in tight perimeter around
poaition. The first attack came in from SW direction when VO ran into squai
ambush on théir way to position. Sguad engnged eneny with maximum fire and
returned to perimeter on order. The first attack was repelled after 2500
rounds expended. The second atteck came from 3E dircction using automstic
weapons including 50 cal machine gun. At all tines enemy nmovement was in
350° around position,

The third attack came from SE a,nd northern d:l:cectlon with hand grorn:,
60mn mortars end autematic wespons, Fire received in heavy volume.

The fourth attack came from SW, 8 and B directions. Fourth aticc: .
also repelled, Closc air support alI‘CI"Lft, artlllery, flarce ships anc e
ships were used to support Company I-2.
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HEADQUARTERS.
Zrd Battalien, Tth Marines
1st Marine Division (Rein) FIF
FPO, 8an Prancisco, California 96602 . )
- 34/DLD/gad.
3480. ©
12 July 1966

Annex & to Enclosure 1_

é‘f Fr?g)o 12 July 1966
&

L. SITUATION

2e

3

3/T OpnO 3-66

2 Enemy = Current Issiwms
bs Friendly

(1) AO requested to be on sbation: 130600 - 131000.

2} Two Scout Dog Ims DS Co L

3) Sect AT DS Co M

4} PAT P1lt oceupying Phu Le (3)

5) Sect Tanks occupying OF 90 GBS

6) Pgychological Warfere Tm DS Co L

7) Engr Demo: Tm DS.Co L i

MISSION, To search & clear the PHWOC THUAN arem to cover Co M's establishe

‘ment of g corbat base on TIEN DAO hill,.

EXEC UTTON

ag Concept. One Co (+) moving on & westerly axis search &clegr PHUOC THUAN
complex while one plat (+) estsblishes ambush & blockmg posn at. westem
end of complex,.

" be Co I (+§ Provide one plst reinf to ‘establish ambush at 132100 vic 546907,

at daylight remain as blecking force until. operation completeds Rema::.n-
dex of Co retain mission of ref (a)e

Ce Co K (+) Bef (a)

; : At 130630 move from smasem area by vehicle to Phase Lins (PL} 2,
detruck and move along route of advance to PL 4. Commence search & clesr
opergtions with in gone of action.. With assistance of VN forces gather
occupants into a central areas Search all habitations for VO, tunnels,,
and wpn cachess Destroy tunnels after searching for intelligence matter.
Cs,, WP, & concussion grenades authorized in tumnel systems., Be cautious

of booby traps w1t.h:|.n‘ tunnels,
es Co M !+; :

" Attacheds 4th Sect 81 Flat
Continue establishing combat base on Tien Dao Hill, FPrior to Co IL's
arrival at PL 2 clear road & surrounding ares from Tien Dapo hill to BL 2
and cover Co L's move to Bl 3, Be prep. to gpt Co L flank & rear by fire,
Priorfty of 8L fire to Co L, v ; 4
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. .

- GS vie: OF 39.
| Provide one sqd (+) for security of Co L new C.Fs site and one
Sect 106 Plat: with each sqde

f.
&

h..

> Prlority of fires to Co L

(3) Length of opn — approx 3 days:
E 3 Opn overlay attached

5) Repoxrt all crossings of PL

6) Do not pass: FPA (Furthest Boint of AIV) w/o auth..

7) Yo firing into or out of Co L ZOA w/o positive ID of enemy personnel
and coordination with effected units.

(8) Report ASAP any use of OS agents..

4o Admin & Log - Se4 verbal instructions.

5 Cmd & Comm
8,. . Ref Za)
b, Bn Cmd Grp A CP initially at OP 39.
¢,. Co I Plat call sign I-2, gd Bn Tac & COF,
d.. OP 90, I-Eyeball Tk Gd Bn Tacy, FO Tm Gd COF,

2. 3! D%!ITE 7 VAV

Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION: “SPECIALM™:

A.nnexA to Enclosure (1)
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Am;ex B to Enclosure (l). : .

Z)DQULRTERS S T e
L 3rd Battallon, Tth Marines . A .
e 1st Marine Division (Rein) FIF- SR
L FROy Sen Fra,nc:.sco, Le,llfornla, 96602 At e
From: Commanding '\JffmJer v .
Totr Command:mg “fficer,.Tth 1-ar:mes e e

Subjs Combat After Actmr te_port‘_ i - . B T

Refs .. (a) 3/7 Frag0 12 July 1966, ) ) |

1, Searchand ’3es’cr0y0ne»a’ﬂmn T o

o, 130630}; _ 151(00}; P n ' N S -

3, . Cuang. Ngal :rovmce, Bmh Don Dlstrlc'b | ’ )

4. 3d Babtalion, Tth ierines - ICol 5. B, BT ne
Company. 14 = Capt Te Vo DRAUDS L m e wla e mpin

Company L = 1st Lt L. Jo COLbudi 77 LT T
Company I (-) - Capt W. i CLLYP ' S T T e
Company &, 2/7 - Capt H. L. SZaY¥ :

5 Task Organlzatlon

3d Battalion, 7t‘" l‘arlnes B P T oo LT
Ba,ttallon Command C—roup A &' B T o v

Compeny L {(Rein).. - .. e e ' [ s
Artillery ‘?0 5/11 SR B ERCIE s SR T
Ral- R
Sect 106 .xlatoon

Co 5 n T{eivpl - Yo T S A T
Slm Ibrtﬁr Section R T R T TN . Lroro
4rty FO 311 R 5 S TR e

Comeny LY. L T T e
ArtyFojfll : S T

O N T A RS
Comprny 3,24 Datteliony Tth Tarins™ ' ° T P
arty ¥ 3/11 T s s L

PR

Sect AT, Compam C,y 1st a.T Battalion .

ST
e,

Sect I ,nks, Uomvany B, lst. ”a.nk nattallon L

Jngr Demolltlon Tef_.m, bom“any Gy lst mng,:.neeL uwtta.llon

PP “latoon, ﬁ:_nh Son J:Lstr:.ct ud.qrts, ma.nu Ty ‘4i Province’ s

Annex B to Enclosure (1)
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6., Supporting Forces

g« Section AT were planned for direct su“ﬁort of the operation and were
located with Co M, (BS 573923). fihey were fired in direct support of Co ki
during the VC attack on 15 July 1966, ~They proved effective in countezring VC
5TRR fire and by supplying additional firepower with the 30 cal if+,

b, . Section of Tanks were planned for direct support of tha operation ‘
from OF90 at (38 541929). The OF provided excellent observation throughout
the objective area, however, no 1dent1f1able targets were sigited,

¢. Ingineer demolition team, lst Ingineer 3Jattalion were planned for direct
support t0 be used in destroying tunnel complexes, mines and boody traps, They
were used in conjunction with Compeny L's sweep, The team was: very effective
in destroying VC fighting holes, tumnels and booby traps.

de Battery I, 3d Battalion, 11lth larinses wag plamed for direct support. .
Satteries I, G and M were actually fired in direct suprorte During the operation
a total of 304 artillery rounds were fireﬁ during thD conduct of 7 fire miseions.

Air Action, The entire scope of air action from 13 Julv turoubh 15 July
included activities as follows:

as Two (2) eumergency med evacs, SRR oo

b, One (1) priority med evac,

c. Three 33) routine med evacs. :

de Une (1) flareship in support of Co I: for spotting retreaulng Vb forces.

@ TWO EZ) gunghips workins with the above mentioned flareship. :

fo Pwo (2) 4 and two P4 airceraft for close air support and Li prep wlth
two (2) W-13s, one as a TiC(4) and one ag escort for Wil (&)

3. Sleven (11) W-34s for the inssrtion of Company & at coordinates 35
561892, 411 requests were submitted to Landshark .1 via Urepe riyrtle 14 through
the TiR Get. UWver all effectiveness of air was excellent with excellent response

“end prompt execution of each request, UGood air to ground coordination and com-
unication was mainteined during each mission,

T, Intellizencg., VU strenzth, locaztion, disposition and situation was antici-
pated in the odbjsctive arca »rior to the oneration,

The initisl operation was based on current intelligence swmaries of eneny
activities that have occurred within our TAOR, with specific attention to the-
southeastern end southern section since Lo M began occupying Tien Yeao 1111,

(35 572923) on 8 July 1966, Co Ii had received sniper and small arms fire daily,
since arriving in the area. There have been many booby traps emplaced on the
hill and along the main trail leszding to fien 80,

VYC Strenzth and Situation. nemy sctivity’ ‘consisted of continuous sniper
end hsrassing fire throughout the course of the operation. Un the worning of
15 July, an cstineted VC battzlion conducted a major attack on Go ki, DFunerous
fighting holes end small ccvcs worc dlscowered 1n the obgcctxve area. Lhe

Carbiness»Thompson Sub-Eac vine &unS, Ih26 and & _renades, and A—lO bOObJ t*nps.
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v VO force of approximately- battalion strength -
cmssed ‘the Song Tra Bong and conducted a major assault azainst Co M. frou the
south, ‘Thére are strong Andic~tions .that “sapper wiits were ‘attached. VU KIls . -
were cu‘ry;mg an .average of 5 “renades eech along with bangalor torpedo .type
demolitions.. 'One VC. KIA had: 3 - 60mm mortars without increments, and was found -
inside Co M's periimeter.- The clothing on the bodies were: wet .and many of the _
grenades £ailéd to -ignite because they were wets Twenty VG Kl.s were located . -
on Tien Dao Hill, six.were located .in Phuoc Thuan (1) 3S:575915 and one was *  °
found on ‘the Sonz Ira Bong,: (33 571911).. Une of the VU was & femalg. <he VC. ..
were ‘dressed in . uniforns of gresn and: blue.  The VC werc, large in stature s.nd .
well fed. Three of. the VU were identified. byr dinh. Son Jistrict licadquarters
as coming from the 1/7 T:0R and one frow shu Le (1), (3s 575938). - There were
many bloodstains leading to the Song Tra Bong from the battle area indicating
VC WIis and thelr direction of movement.. Captured docunments revealed up-to .
date “intelligence onCo M's poaltlons ‘and a weéll planned order of attack, : 'L‘he '
docunents rovesled elémerts.of ‘both. the 38th .and 48th battalions along. with -
local guerrillas took part in the attacki - -Binh :Son District Headquarters:
reported thet there were elements of the .231st VG’ Battalion involved. -. :

T—-——-—-—--ER'?B: L ".;A - t ' SRS I :'- ‘-:3 R f . ::,‘::5f
' :";tlca;:' Tér’z’éain; Jhe Crlthc,.l terram cons:Lsts of :Len )a;o h111 a.n" the '
hamlets surrou.nd:.nr ite - S A e

ngrvatlon a,nrl “1elds of . Plre.‘» Tien ‘.)ao ulll offers 360 observatlon and . N
prmrldes good fields of fire, . however, any movement or..action on the hill can.
easﬂy be observed by the VC C -

Cover and Conceo,lment. Good sov-er ar'd conccalment for both frlendly a,nd
engmy -forces-1is prevalent throughout -our ‘entire.®:OR. :lost of the hamlets .. .. -
have trenchesy bomb - shelters and: fighting.holes, - fhe hedgerows.and:thick brushy -
throughout and surrounding the hamletsy provide.excellent concealnerits. . :

~ Obstdclésa -liatural obstecleés consist mainly.of hedgerows, -thick .vegete- .
tion; ‘cane fislds ‘and vwater filled rice. paddies, lian~made. obstacles . cons:Lst of
berbed w:.re a.nd bamboo fencos whlch “tend - to chgnnellze movement. ‘ ‘
dvehues of ..pproach,‘ J.‘herc are. m,my tralls lg,(,,dlng to and from the obaec-' L

tive areaj however, they are either through rice ;addies which provide no cone- -
cealment of movenent or, they ere i‘la.m«:ed on each side. by cane fields and pro-
vide excellent ambush sites for the.VC. ~the Song  Ira Bong valley provides an

excellent avenue of approach from east to ‘west, espec:.ally du:r::mb darlmess
and prcv:ules cxcellentlmaneuvcrabillty for thc ¥C,. . -

e L

Weather. The wcathcr vias cxcellcnt durln “the: onerc.t:.on. It was hot and -
huriid during the - dsy ‘however, no.heat Casualties resulteds Visibility vas.
wnTrinited. - There was vory 111:1:1\, cloud covery -presenting no problem to air
operations. - ‘I'here was no pcrc 1tat10n durlng tne perlod. R L

8. 2[L_1'__s_s_i_qr_1. The 3rd Battallon, 7th l‘iarlnes conducted a search and destrov |

operation in the lhuoc Thuan hamlet complex in GS 5791,°5631, 5591, and 5590, - .:
in order to cover Co’ M's este.bllshment of a combat base on T::. =n- Dao :1111.

S Lot : . . 3 L JLIT “\:

3 Amnex B to Enclosure (1)
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9. Concept of Operatiohss Co L and one platoon from Co I, 3d Bn, 7th Marines
with a Vietnamese PF platoon conductel a search and destroy operation in sup-
port of Co M's cstablishment of a combat base at Tien Dao Lill. At 13063CH;
Co L moved by mortar vehicle to 33 593933, detrucked and moved in a SYW direc~
tion to 33.576916. Co L commenced & search and destroy mission to the. west
through the Phuoe Thuan hamlet complex, ith the assistance of the && platoon,
Co L searched all habitations for VU, tumnnels and weapons caches. ine platoon
(Hcin) fron Co I established an ambush 2t 1321004 in vicinity of LS 546907 and
remained in position at daylight to act-as a blocking force for Co L. Co M
was prepered to support Uo L by fire with 21l organic and attached weapons from
their position on Tien Deo iiill. “Sattalion Command Fost was established at

OP;%39," BS 573965, -

10, Zxecution. -On 12 July 1966, plans for the operation were formalized and
a Frag O was issucd.  -is a result of a major attack from an estlmated VC bat-
talion on Co M, (38 573923) on the morning of 15 July, Co Z (Rein), 2d Bat-
talion, 7th ILzlncs and & I'F platoon were added to the task organlzatlon and
becane OPCON to 34 Battalion, 7th Marines at 1507154,

D.Dgy 13 July 1966, At 130630H, the operation commenced with Co L depar+inb

by motor vehicle from 8BS 566960, Co L rcceived sporadic sniper fire as they
approached Phuoc Thuan (1), 35 577916, returned fire, swept the hamlet and cone
pleted an encirclement at 13083CH, ropular Forces werc requested gnd conducted
a search of the harlet with negative results concluding at 131140k, .. sweep to
the river was conducted by the 24 Platoon and PFs with negative results. Co L
recéived 40 rounds of smell arms fire from S 567913 which wounded one ilarine,
A med evac was completed at 1723H after the L4 was prepped with HUIis and fixed
wing aircraft because of intensive sniper firee €Co L continued their mission
and utilized the engineer team to destroy VC fighting holesg; caves,-and booby
traps. Co L set in its night defensive positions, 38 575915, at 13185CH, at
1320458 the 24 platoon (Reln), Co I depertcd their combat base at BS 537947

for their asgigned mrbush and blocking.positions.v

D+l -~ 14 July 1966. Co I esteblished twe ambushes, (35 541918, 35 592915) and
a blocking position (33 592915) at 14001CH, . it 1405454, the umbushes-retra,cted
and the platoon blocking position was: consolidated,

Co L continued on their mission at 140645i. - squad from Co I detectgd 9
VCS moving toward their position (BS 546908). and apprchended 3 of them when
they attempted to flce. at 140745H. .t 14081CH, Co L had two Marines wounded
by booby traps .made from ChiCom gronades (BS 567917 ) They wer: med evaceda
Co L continued on its nission receiving sporadic sniper fire and sustained
another Marine wounded from a booby trap, (B5 567917)e At 140945H, Co I squad
sighted 6 VC (BS 546908) and killed one when they attempted to flee. JThey
apprehended one VO3 at 338 53%9919, Co L received sporadic sniper fire as they
continucd 'on their mission to the wests, .The compeny arrived in Phuoc Thuan (2),
(38 564918) at 1413500 and begean 2 dctailed sesrch in conjunction with the Pop-..
uler Forcuose The engineer tecam sccompaning Co L continuud to destroy VC fight-
ing holcs and ceves as the company. contlnucd westse - Co L night defcnsxvc posi~
tions were cstablished in Tan Fhuoc (4) ( 557913) at 14170CH,

De2 w15 July 1966, At 150200H, an estinated VG force of battalion strensth
nmade a coordinated sttack on Co M utilizing a heavy conccntration of 60ma mor=
tar fire and 57AR firc in support of their attack, “he attack begen with a

4
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“Tth Ha.r:.ncs landed by helic

= = - Il = - = R =

~ . o

60nm mortat; oroh the S8 portion of the comipany position; The encmy
mortars we:;" ddjustcd and welked north across the company position as the: V-
assaulted in ‘the wake of the mortar fire, ihc VU opened fire with a.hemvy
volume of small arns, automatic and semi automatic wes: HONS flre,' and 57Rd
fire as they assaulted the lst i¥latoon in the Si portlon of .Co h's pcrnmter.
Zight to tenm VO madc a slight penematmn into the dc¢fense and hand to
hand combat cnsueds .. counter—-zttack was launched by Co il utilizing 8lmm
and 60mm morta®s along with 106BR fire, .t 150230H, Co I called for an artillers
fire mission. At 150251H, Zone Fire commenced from battcrics’ Ty G and 1 to
suppress the enemy mortar flr\,. Tho artillery fire had’ a very satlsfactoxy
effect on targect., The VC were (Lrlven from the gerlnleter and the’ dcfensive
positions were regstablished. -She : g0 condlicted z gr@ba on the bonp any
position from t} gt possiblj :wcrsrmn foz thc. maln attack -3 1503004,
& med evac was ' &% ceape fire
wasg ca,llcd for: by-~h~1gher heL druc,rtmrse lh° hellco;)tc,r --:x:cmalnod on-8tation and
under control of the battallon AU .n eppeal was medefor adi fHlal artillery
in order to interdict VU movement from the battle area and sgedrc 'the Lz for
the med evac. 4t 15§ 340, a firc nission was approved and fi#ed, 4t 150345,
a cease fire was calléd for-.and the med ovee helicopter landed fo pick up
friendly Wlis. it 15041011, hc11c0pters were pgain on gtation and picked up
the remaining wounded at 0420h it 1504308, the. area; was clear of aificraft
and artillery missions vere resw The friendly casualties compriseéd 5 KIi,
1 DOW and 15 WIi, - There were 20 ¥ ‘I&.I.* left on the hill. .The VO began their
retraction fron thc beattle aren and broke contact st approximately 0330k, ~The
VC were cquiped Ulth at least 2-30 cal, Mis, BiR, nunerous: smpll aTns a.nd a
57RR, . a
Co L begen its mevement into the battle arca at 150500h and set up blockmg
positions s‘t BS 567915, Co L rcceived sporadic sniper firc as they comticneed
a sween ty the east at 150645H, In ité swecp the the cast, Co L discovered
6 VC KI., documents and weapons, (BS 575915), . "4t 150745, Co i, 2d Battalion;
Jon % {BS 561892) and cormcnced a sweep to the -casts

e VO Was tcﬂken unuc.r f ire when dlscovered SWili-

tovard mtlon 1 nlghway ,l.

ey T

4 VCSs From BS 569912 to thc 31'& t , 5
at 15]:515h in order %e; rc:mforcc their dcfensa.ve p051t10n, Co'L contlnued to
eweep to the ecast without contact end was rotracted by motor vehicle at 15160CH,
(BS 593936), b 151600H, Co I completed their sweep. to BS5 604915 and was
retracted by totor vehicle to 2nd- Jatta.llon, 7th ua;rines CP <% 151600H, the
operation concludeds . . » o

11. Besults'. ‘

“Friendly ™ - 7 o 0f
ge KEL 75 0
b, BOWE L . e
ce WL, - 19 | .
d. MIA - None
'Gnc-lgy ’

ae KL ~ 27 Confirmed . . .-

be KLi = 18 Probable - :

< Cq -'JI; - Unknown . I o L
d. KB er/p*rty/lbrtars - 18 KIi probable - included chove

.’5 dnnex B to Enclosure (3)
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7 it Rifles’ LT e e . o
6= Ce.rblnes . o N T IO
Sl 2By i A O
2 - THormgon SITH ' - R
, ‘2.. Tripod Ibunts +30 cal LlI.‘r ' L

.3 =" Bangalore T Torpedoes - (VC ‘hone!:l?de type) S e e
3 2 M.79 Rownds Lt e
3~ 60mzm Mortar Rounds Wlthout Incremcnts . o
13~ M-26 Hond Grenades” o ci. o
1 MR ‘% "Grénade o T P U
2 - VC Fragmentation Grerades R T '
~1 - VC Fotato lasher (:regade K - Lo

1 - 210 Booby Trap: T \

2 - Rifle lirenades (b..JCh.SJ.RIM) Toosl
1 - Shell L asing, 57 aR plus a bamust‘,r.

;Jl arnas where air strlkes werc conductecl were s¢arched by ground form_s.

12, ‘.dnlnlstr'vtlve iatters

" Thers are’no significent cvents to report. Resupply and medical evacuation
was prov'idod ‘tl'xe »compganies v_ia ‘hol-'i.copte’r.‘__ Phere weru no problcms ancountered.

1{3'; Specn 21 Bquipricht. and 'anhnlqu f“the- "

14.. Co @gz_xderg r.nslzsm. o o

an I’hls oncratlon wes dc ferned” to rolieve t‘r prc ssure of vcC act1v1ty
throughout th' n,rop 1n Wthh gy hps bacn ostabllshmg comba‘t base. o

be The i OI’taIlCG‘ of" thls are 3 to thc VC a.nd the obvmus mpact thc Harlne
arc meking by their presemne wWas dranatized by:the bold ettempt of the VO to
overrun Co M'S position on the morning of 15 July. This attack was chara.cterlz\
by the followings: )

(1) Detzilcd ¥lsnninge Documents recovered fron VU bodies included a
dotailed skotch of M Company position, (Ticn Deo Hill) and the surrounding arca
Site recomnaissance snd road construction operations in the: Tien Dad arca
during the two week pcrmd prior to the mttack made it fairly o_bv:tous that a
Mgrine unit would occupy Tien Dgo Hill, .

(2) Ti_@gb._a The ,:ttr.ck was tined to.tellc roxiiun advr-,ntn;;c of ..
Comprny's Acfonszive posturc anl the lack of visibvility, : .

I Corpany hat pot complut d its defensive positiens at-the tinme:of the
ettaclk rnd two' of the corpany’s squads wore reuoved from the defengive positiorn
providing security. along the road lcading from "uout(, 34 to f:n.en Dao Hill,

There was no roon on the nlght of the attack. -~ -« C e .

6
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(3) Coordination. The attack was well coordinateds 60mm mortar fire

was uscd to cover both the assault and withdrawal of the infantry units.
57mm recoilless fire seemed to be dirccted at the Untos on the position,

(4) Wlthdr wole Meny bodics were left on or ncar the company position
and the withdrawal coincided with the lifting of friendly artillery fires so
that helicopter evacuation of casualtics could take place. The attack was
not pressed during the critical ovacustion period, It is belicved this was
caused not only by the fact that the attack had become fragmented and dis-
orzganized but by a reelization by the VO that the ovacuation would be followed
immediately by the rcsurption of artillery fires on their routcs of withdrawale

(5) Inspirational leadership; individual heroism and the effoctive use
of all ground supporting arms were the foundation of theo successful defense
by Company Me

(6) Pursuit by artillery firc was effective, However, the cncmy had
exfiltrated beyond the point to which & Company, 2nd 3attalion, Tth narines
was helilifted to estaeblish a blocking position spproximately 4% hours after
the comncncenent of the VO withdrawal, tThis action points up the problem of
noving forces at night to block the escape or pursuc a retreating enemy.
Unlegs friendly forces arc thoroughly fanmiliar with the terrain or vehicular
movenent is possible, it is believed that blocking/pursuit action during hours

- of darkness should be by supporting arms firey followed by illuminstion and
. acrial observation to keep track of the enemy until daylightse - pre alerted

ground elemcnt can then be employed much more offectively. The movement of

“the reaction force also emphasizes the importance of accurstcly cstimating the
.speed and direction of the enemy withdrawal.

%
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