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lIEADQ.1JAR!CERS • 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines 
1st I~ine Divis,ion, (Rein). FMF 

FPO, San Franci9co,Calfi,'9rnia 96602 

From: COI!1l11a.rlding Officer c"~':.":c" 
To: Commanding Office!:', "7th. Na,rines , 

Subj: Command Chronology; month of July 1966 

Reft (a) DivO 5750.2A 

'DLD:gad 
5750 
2.A.ugust 1966 

Enol. (1) 3rd Battalion, 7th l%rines Co:mmand Chronology wi. th Ann.e;JCes .A. &. B,. ,: 

1. In accordance with reference (a), the command chronology for the month of 

July 1966 is submitted with attachments. 
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1. . ])es:i:gnatf,erl' ~Q looaq;~~~ni ·of; r!'3P9t~i~ ~ii;~ ~ra. ]3e;tt.u~on, 7th J:i~l?-e~, 
- _ 1st Mar:j..ne ·D;tv·is.ipll (P~in)Fi:!!F,.'ch~ L.~;i"~~~bliC :~~ Vi~tnam' 

2. .,?eriod obv~r,~dt '~l .J.0Y·JCil:· ~J: ip.£y't~;~:; . ," .' . . ~ " - ~. .. -. ,', ',,~ ... , 

:;. ~Co~di~ .P£f:i.9~i: .;" '. '. . . Lt001 ,B~ B~ ~;jITi" 
,'" ..!:;'"r~· ,~: .!" .. ~"".:'i.:"" 1,..,~-':" :~: .. : . 

Execu t~V:,a: ;Pffi.9~ . 
.. ~l':~j:ut@;t" 

-" s..2·0Uicer ' .. 

s..}. Offic~~ ,.,', 
s.. 41; dUice.r:: . 
CoIll!lltinic;a ti()n.~,.();ft:i:c:~~:. :,;:.; 
supplY CUic'er 
MrC):., ",; :~ 

Bn Surgeon" ,.~..'\ 
Elr Che.pla.in· . 

, H&S:C'O:i .. , 

":tt' C·ofupa.ny: 
"K'~eo~· .. 
ilL" Co~: 
''Mi!flomp8liy . 

. ".~j g~~. V9:a(},,'J~G" .' ... ' . 
$g~.yll.; :d",AtbERn.r 1'-,; 22 ·July. 1966 .' 
'2ndLi . R~ :_, J.~. p:~\:S,Wu:":23':;" 3~'~lily 1966 

, sSgtc. G·.·.P,tiTNl114 1.- 9,Ji.tly'19b6' .. 
CaIrt :~ • .. E. ',J0;En1Sbm 10"'-' -31 July '1966.,' 
Naj. D~.fo. D.l:\1iOlw., " . ':. ~ . . 
9apt~R ." "E." F • 19NC 1~ . 

. ',. \9.ap.~· Jf •. ,C'. :$b.lrW:p~" .-
2iidLf G~' R";Kmi~ER .'. I,' '. 

.SSgt .S'.';B:.: JOHNS':.: .'.::,~ ;"'~. 
'+"t·(1Iio) .. i\. ... L' .. ···l··t·r:ii"T·i,o(· . 

'~t(cic-rw~ .W~.',;P-r· ~," ..::.::~ .. 
9ap'~:i~. R~il)}q'.i:~L~EB: 1-2~,: J~!' ·,~9(i.?'· 

',2rid~t;w. :E .. ' KELLER 2,1: ";51 JJIlli-'1'96Q, . 

,.;:~:i*',~~:'4tli, ::.: .:-~' '. '. "' .. 
.' ':lBtLtL~'J' CEL11ER 

"'. ~ • ,"'" . -i .. · "." "'., . ' ,. ~ . ' .:~ .. 'W, .. 
: '<::/ipt T. V .• ·DRLUD"" '. 

'" ',:':" :' -':., .:.. ' . .,;. ~" 

.. USN . ~".Officers .. · 
'4S'Enlisted 

,. I ,. 

... '" / ... , 

- ,-' . 

The -total "~iunb·er.· oi-" pefsd~ei. on "Eaila, 'wi;&hfri '~317' ~8;k·:,c;r';· 31' July 1966 '. is 
1015. The'tGt8.1.:effe~t;lve·.s,t.reng£1l·o:ri:;1' JUly 1966 is"960. ., .. 

t • '"- .... • <:, • 

. .". ' '".: .,"; . ".'~~:"'~:' ... ,.~. :>' ... ·.rjof . ',.:' " .. ~ , '. ~.' .-.-. -: .' . ." . • " ,-
During the : month of July 1:;8 newpers6nn~J . were .joined-to this uiU. t i' ':-:~;{:!.(j 
44 ~4'ere d'J:'opp~d ~:t:rom the r.Oll~._" '" '. .. '.. ." . : 

,. A.totil. 'of 28·ha.y~>r~tatl?d; 44 ~~:t:'sohrlel;:we:b~··~·w.U~·: 8 :~Klt;'7 116n~>batt':l:':' " 
injurie,s,·,al1!l·,two:~tlPri-.b.a.t:tle":4~~.:, ". .. .. -: ~'" . '. 

,. j '~.. . .. , ' B.~ _ $tmM~itr.'i; ,';,,; ;:; ~~:::':!:nfG:;~;eEf'~;:';;'?'~'<'<:1ci::rniF: ~ . ElTTS. 

-. ;', 

. . .. Oi~435R. a.Comp~ati.V! ':tfquad:~~usn"~lQ<f~t~~¢"a:~i;~S 5'21944 :w~s· appro~ched 'byan 

. Unknbwn nUmber':q£ va.· .,'Tii~~'·anllS.it~:·i:the~J5iP'·'·~·~€I:s 0fsmall: arms . kfui,l1g.:·t~· :tiC. 

·FoUr'Unar.msd:tlC ~fl. ·ann .. '6:f~h~e.\it.:;.::.ii.nt.2 't~h.:~~Y~tl.~'.'.~fn1.;·"9} ... ~.'p . .i .E.inh.' ,:. y ~ri (2) •. '. ,Tile. ~c, .ltU:s . 
w~;re', beli.eVed tcii'lJe~ '~~~F(}'t.~~;~::'1\';Y·<'Vf~'r~;·c:li;i$~~e~tin l;iiht, gr~urU.;forms •. 
The '2d ':: 1a t06ri"of'G6 "'W-:l>·~t'li~j.;C'·:"'· ,. ·'i}o'l,,:·'tfi"e·· ambtisli:s ·uad 'ewe .1; Binb. . 

rY~~ :~;~:i~.; .. ~~~ten&r~~1.....~rwelY~. reie.a ••. a~. J 
i.k..:Y;;:.~::::~~.,.~.~~ .:: .. '.\,,: .... i . 
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Capture!! equi})m~t~fb6m'iheVc"·krA':':i%iCIUded one Ghibom:~It..446a.t'b:L'1a, '~' Chi~m 
grenades, one li..26 grenade, one ce:rtridge belt,a.ssortect' m.il:;itfJ.r;)' equipment' ' 
and one 'pE'.ir of 6X,O hinoculei ®~ ,840l~' ",', " :.. " " ' ' " 

, 030925~H a Coiripa.ny, L, rednforoedsqilad on a. combat patrol at ,BS 547940, 
rec'eived small 8..rras, .ti1:eaIi.d Gither four rifle ,gre~;'d.e6'or',66mm mortLlI rpuniis, 
oausing one WL"-,' from a.h;'sstimated s'quad of"--vd located; at, BS'574939. ' The pat­
rol retw:ned fire With 1:.1-795, small arms, .an~cjJ.1ed;in, 7 ,-106HR rou..'1ds. 
jmother squad. xG:inforced ·with en ai-t:i..llery·Fo was dispatched; linked up: and,a 
searoh ot the area was_cpnductlild with negative resul'.;s. 

0322l<iTt a Compa.n.v:·'I'pl,atbon (..;)-,Patrol at 138 508942 ': killed, ',two ~med:'VC." 
who walked into the :?P0i11t of the 'pat:&'l. The VC were WG?:r;Lng"bTa.c'k:~' ,one M..l 

~ 

'carbine; one :It...44'~ca.:r.b.iIle;'' om:l"'cartridge belt 8.1''1d one bal1dolier of' aJllll).uni tion 
was c:a.ptmea~, .il,t' '23IS0H, ~th\3:,t:~i±Ipa:i1y I platoon (-) at ]5 502947, while enroute 
to its' night' positioii~- rec eiv eel a he<=r.'"ry volume of fite from ail' unlOlo''.lm.'llumber 
of va a:t BS 502946 res1litilJg' h) bpefriendly \t{l.;, ... (med. evao).The p8.trol r~turne' 
fire but \-TaS unable to determine VC' c~suo.l ties because of terrain' diff,ic'.ulties. 
The patrol retractecl";"J;'6, ,its ffa.trpi ba'se. The 1(Ii. ~Iarine died at l'st)Ned Bat­
talion. A search of' ,'ilie ,area' at' first light revea.led-:'t,W6~ seperate blood,l 
trails heading east..' . ' ,;'.': ..: 

On 6 - 7 July 19,66; ,.com'p~:j.;e~ i'I; ,;t and thz.; Battalion Command Group ..l, ~d 
BattaJ.ion;, 7th ~in~t;l,:id th' ~;r!NP-'foi-.Cds provided by Binh Son Distric.t ,Head­
quarte:r:s, ,~ Nga.:i;,:l#QViilce 60IDn~nb,ed @ operl1tion in th3 eh'au Tu (l).,ha,m... 
le,t,')3S' 5M9,3.~.Thi'sha.m.tet· liks" selected as the objectiv0 area becaus.e' of 
substantl.alVC '8.C'tivi ty WhiCh.. heEl' ,ifufpived. arifuush and liJine incidento on na.t­
ibnall::tglnTaY 11 e.s weU .. {3.s f:epeatedVC ~bnta6ts wit.'tJ. l1arine p'atrols. ''ll1e 
operation mvolved the'c9~c€P't 01' enci;.cl;i:ng the oojective area',to prevent VC 
exfil trations and the ~tilizati~n ,of ,PF/N:f forces in conj',l11ction wi tll FIa.rines 
iri the conduct 6£ tlie' sca::tch~': Iii, ih~' early mo:im:iiig hOtJxs of 6, July,' COII\Pan.Y 
M (-) IIl.O'1ed to a. des:k,~~ted Lil, BS 5739;3, prior to c1'1.i-m. C::mCtu'Terltly, Com­
pan,v L moVed overlahd' 80110: ~:'ivl3d. in tria' 'obj~biiv:e eX6ii'l;'rii.Jr' to dawn~,' I,;n...hour 
was des;igfiated'ter 06300. ,.t~t this Hite', 'Compe.ny:,±:f. c:rossd the LD and lllO".red to 
aSSUIU\9 ,'tPe,ir, <ufs,igne.4 1108J.: ti6~~. , . OoIiW'8J)y ,1:,. ~ved into 1108i tion and one pla­
toon from COI::~Pa.ny: ,N'jri~"h th,e 3B,~~~:ion,Cor;]nang: e.h:-oup-: ;<;"LlOv.ed; by DlQ;tOI.' VGhiclc 
into the objective :;ar'ea;~' > ])urii,g'::tnd_~6U#se':bt tl1e<bp'erat'ion" cori:tac;~ "i,i;nb. 
the. encIiW con~isted .oS sp9:r;'adicsniper incidonts, sghti1¥j's and a mod<;r"'.~~b 
size probe of the night d~f~risi;f:~"'PbsitiOn.s. ,:.0; ',;, ", .," ' ' .' '" , , 

061515ll a CO'TJPallY, I platoon at :Os 534947 re6eiv'ea: one :grenadcthro,~,(:, (y a 
VC, rGsul tirig inane friCndl~r 1'JI!~ ~ .. reaction force seaXched the aree, ;:;;::-:;J. 
s,,,'ot arid 'k:ill.dd l~'VC, f]Gc'iIig ';t'fom, :thci sc~ne .. , 'i~atfdi tfdnaJ. } YCS were .. ,~,'taihed 
for i'nterrogatlon. pJi,d '.rere liLt~r i-'el<;;a-set4' . '. ':' . ! -, ',' ' , : ' 

06a:nOH a,CoilIp:aiiyI ;~q!l'~d 6:mbU;~ ',~t BS,5'009'40 received 1 incoming grenada 
resul ting in 2" frJ:enCUY"\¥!+.( T,p:e 'l~i:~~.k ti~e:d. 'iipproXimately 50"rounds of 
SIllf>.,ll .. arIUS 1.,'62iJlt9 ;,t~'l~"ar.~?! .... thi? 'gl.'el!-"ad'f3 w~:s 'tho'L1i;ht to, have OOme from. The 
wounded Marin'e's we:re' eva.c'UE;.t'ed; :an'd~1:i~'Ei'~ita:d '{r8:s-:retracted to CompeJl3' I Command 

, P9 at!' , ~ " , ~,-' ,~ _,! ' , ' 

'. ' '. ,0711300 Compim.Y; 'J''1, at :J?S ,513923, s~,~tairie4, ~ :frienily Mll ~d2 friena..v. ':JO:# 
whe~ ~ ,:60mri:l'niq-rtar~,iri+4 'boqby tr~.p 'Was 'd~t~~'dted. ' ~il, med fN'~ ... ms cail~: £~ 
~~4~~he '{njur®:d ,p'W:tJo~e~'w,ere eV:~cti~it:e:d~o,'~e-ist I'1edic'al' -'Battalion.' ,'. 
;,<oe1.4Q~ ~ S,o~~ I:~e9¥H~ ,~i~lti~nt'a¥.f~~~~e~,~~~ ~'~'~,le \i(}'S':~t~'t1ie~ 

.l1p~e::"M,~~~,haml,~'F 'f!.~ ~~ ,53~~4!~ ,.}lif~,l.:ma;~~~~~&:m~ th~J:r locat:J.~J:l was, 
.. ;obtei,n,ed from the PFs. Theold~_'i~~ 'fnto~~ b.i: ""n'~ ev 

I. j " .- ·0-

.. ~ • _ •• f ~. 
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niOvetdent-a of tlIr5 f1e5.en~f;8~;i.+r1lll'lit, ro:tJ. tnl$the".c iilon throw the grena.do 
into' the (}otl'~e..ny IS~1.d a:mtfl.'Sli on 6 July at 2330Ra' Hfn: son fled' aVuth.' The 
other W0man' ~dmii:;ted b~ing: a va I3COU Jv. The ves W3re for,..e..rdedto IT'.r. 

, 090930E: a mei{lbelt' of a.'Cobpany :1 6'lue,dsbcrccol1/coob~t ,pat!'ol dEitonp.ted e. 
booby tra.p at 'BS 571944 resultil1g in one friencilyUI.:1.. '(med ·~ac). The b~o~y 
trap Was" made of pottery. .' ,: ' 

; 091000li a.' Compa.Ti.Y I sq~e~d act:tngas, e6cc:r~s fora :"Fplatoon at llS 525939 
repor'ced '!;hat the PF pbto011. fl1icl1b'l one vee iit :as 522.939. CJ:he i':I!'s shct e:q,d 
killed ,the VO. An I-l.l c8Xbino vt8.~ c(,1.?turGc.~ ,',' , 

, ", 091035RObbp8ny ~~ at :BS 510917 r8ceiv(;)r.,~ 30 rounds of semi automatic end 
automatio'weapons fire 'frolii ]S 570919 r013ulting' in one'fxiGndl~1 \1J}., Who'l,i>.ter 
died of: wOunds. " As tho llled 'Gvac hcili0s::;-ce;:' ,.,ils dascandirig it rec8i-red round.s 
tr...rough the engme tI'MsI1lission 8i.1rl,ft:..el 90118. The pilot ifB.3 wom}d9cl., 'l'he 
helicopter W6.S- Ul:lp,ble to fly out. ' '0j:i~i'[Lrl0'-: E' :i:'e'~UI:rier;l fire \·(Hh 4''';' 6Cnm n::Jr-t;c.~:: 
rounds, 2 - 106RR ;eourlds,.' 6 - 50 c!?l bl)cit'~ii,~ rounds; 'r!l2.chbe gU:iJ.ic{ a.."1.d SIili.".ll 

'arms .firEi then svept i;;.'le a.roa ,.s.'Gh nG3"atlvE; 'i'esu;n:s;'" (;om112J1Y'H provided secuJ-:':~; 
for the helicopter, and rest.,ept :l;li!:1 E'XO?, ;"nc:i ,pr(~p' fires ey' M ,Hll..IE g1.L.'1sliip, 
, '100755H' CompanyN nt 13357-e925 ,dctO!:l2::;c;;a, E'. bOdi:)~<tr':~p6e.usirig onc friendly 

,,' Yf!..".. with fuinor ,wOunds. The 'fI~\ was ai1 'e,tt"clied 0<)m-:J,at C:ri{:£~i1oer. ' 
On: 10 JUly 1966 ,a. Company' L ,.ple~toon {-} patrol at l:lci 5 67944tdpp~a c.,. 

booby',trap rCst1.ltirii l.."1 oh6:f:1:ieii..lly m:iiJ.oJ;. \1I.:~. ' : ,C,' ',' " 

On '11 July 1966 from" 0745H to 0945li, 0on1[>any'1"Ip;t lis 587950 to ~~. 5t{2928 
receivGd continl[l()U8, sr:Upor fire, Ce.'q.si:rii ,.one, f:r,~ieritlly '~.~ f:,~6m IlS 592.~30 to 
BS' 581927,'to BS'585928. illhte'e OJ-iiOom, Zu.lu 10 gr~~r~C:GS,\.:erA l'oc~tGci, tvr6 at 
nd 583929 and one, at' 138 582928 8.l0rj.g ,the .:rOU",. lJon!,r8ny N I'G'Gi.U."'l1edfii:;e ~J.rJ., 
deployed JtjQ flu~~ out thE; sn.ipe~::',~drE:moveJd1e~rline.i" ,j,t ::3P51I~ a,C.oni.'pci1~" H 
sq'i.t<ii at BS 5139?.l :reeei~~d, fire from fou.±: s9m all'l~omatic i'l~a;?OnS a:\; ES 575916 
causing t';''O frien"l,ly '.rIA. Tl1.~ sq1iad. fettirneri fire and. sviepJ~" 'cIle hainlG J

.;. , ' 

'1201400 a Co:npa..'1Y L sqll.3d,s;CBS 574965 r'3CJ:t/ed one gf8h~o.e ,i'esult1ilgi:1 
Ol1e friendly if.[A, mi.ri6r' w()'imd9 The scj.u:e.d rg'm:cned :!Jrna.ll a~:llls fire wi. tli neg~ 
tive re5ultso , " : 

121215Ha Corilpany M, plgt;66n 1:~ B~ 573923 r·ec",:l.ved sniper. fire .ir~m n3 
575916~ Theplatoo:ici.ril1eu ~;,n 7 .:.; lC6F.Rrountts a.t cho eusi;~ctcd,VC llOS::::".i,o:6.s 
oold destroyed t,.ro huts .. , .it secondary eiplQsidi1 ocdUi&& ,ill 0110 hut 81:d ·'(.c', f)ther 
hut burned with occasional cia;CRing ,:l:iidic"[:i~tni eit'll'er bamboo' or SiL"'::":' ':::"j,~ 
ammunition stored in the hut. "' ,'~ , 

On 13 - '15 July 1966 a sed.:cch 's.nd'des'i;;"'oy operation .. las' cond.uct'ed .:,:~.')~c"", 
the Ph1l00 Thuan e..l1.d Ta.'1 I-'hllOc hWnlet compJ,Q"W1;I in G5 5791, 559l~5591,: ;;xd: " 
5590 in, order to relieve th\:l p:'~e:Ssuxe of YC activity throughvu'!; ,the a.i.:~:, :fhile 
CompariyN estaolisl1ed a: combat 'ba:ae on ,:T'ien D a.o hill~ GS 5192. ,Comj;la~l./, 1.. 
crmducteda sweep through the l~a..mleta' td. the w<3at wh:i1~thc,)la:toon fl.·"I~ don.­
pany . I est~:bl'ish~rl'blOcking I)Os:L-tie:tJ:s.CornpEI.rt:F L encounten~d spora.d1osniper 
p.nd harassing firo and. completed their Sweep on .it} "july esteJ)liah:iri8"il::iilit 
a:6i';}nsi"re positio]is, iii the ,:i!ari Fhllo~ harrJ.et ilt :33 555908., ()ommencing a:f 
150200ff Ccmpaily N canle i.uicIet h<3~Y ,at:tatHt from a: VC fc;.:;:r.ve est1lllated at bat­
t8,lion ,strength. It *,I'is Ii coordirlttM ~ttiJCk ut:t':iz:iig'60rnm, mbrtt'IS and, 57i-ill 
fire a.s tho 'prellld~ to tho ve e.::ii~uJ. t~ ei0ment $~ ""Ih~ 'enaroj"mortro.· £:i,re' 
was 'adjusted OVer thG combat base "r:rom ,sodh to' north. ,A slight penetratio~ 
of the 1st l'latoonwaa IDRdeii OompB.ny)1: conduci:;erl Cl uoimtera:tta9k 'Bild t:'esstah-

'lished the pGrimctoi,er. Aaa :r:e.3U.~:t o~, 'this' attack; Gomp"any 3" 2djatt8~ioxi,. 

7:f";:~:":,~jn~~~,~~?,:,,,,,;:;~O~1t to 3d lJ.ttalion, ·1th J.l3xb"a ,ena.· lifted, ' ;~' 
~~,;, ' , , " """ :;", i '2 1'-' ,-' " - " , " ' - " ' 

... , , ...... -----' .... ~"'.i. 
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.,S;;'~'i;iLRf th6 .Tr~'~ong ,rive;&:: ~:tt-507.4,I· w"con4.uc'15 a' sweep to, thG east. (jom­
PanY '1' cond.ucti}d. a· sweep' to t~1.e an.st ~ nqrth of, th~, Trp, Bong I'i~ er' arid thti. 
ph.toen· from UOIl!pP..l1,Y I· jcined 00PlPaw N on TiG:t:l :J.e.o hill t9.rcinfo:rcG.;their 
q.efensive posi t'ion,' 'There' W1!>rc: '27 VG KLf:. end weapons found. through94t, t~.e 
b<"..ttlc <"..rea. Comr,<'.ri..v ltsustrdnGd 5 KI.i~j 1 Dvw- 8l1d 19 ':1:4. '~~1l1e:x:' .a.·~d'l:3'· 

,conte.;in the FragO 12 .. July 1966, and thrj e.itE'JI aC'i;ion report 3,rri lia tt~lioll s ' 
,'-,7th ·~.rincs whicAcoverjS th;;;,concept and 'excution of tho' opeiP..tioil~'" ~~t, 
'15160OA tl1G operatioli co (lcluded.. ,. " . , .... , 

152l45H A- Compp..ny If,Lt' at BS' 5769~3 obsel.'\"ed four VC at BS:57792?JUoV:i.ng 
towe.rd ti.10 ·com'bA.t;'bD.S~.' 'ifb.e.LP.fired'2 -',3.5, round.so It is 1:ielimreq".tpat 
3 va were hito ',~l. 1"3f'trch of th", 8XG!'t by,." U~'mPenY l.i squa.d iJrOduced.~3"artiC1es 
of b1oody'c.lotl~ing, .. , , ' ' , ' ... ,: ....'.,. :. 
. 18011SH CompA.ny: 'rr at TIS 513923rcceivea 10 'Xl>l.ID9.S' of., s!Nc,ll.urm::.:, Sniper 

fire from BS 571922 fllld 133 579927 and onu 1''1.,79 rcn:1G.' frOnl' 135 ·5'f5Q27.' Nove.:~ 
mont ~1'I:s det"lcte'd. by .the 'SID dovice a.."1d AA J~ R:t 3S 577921.' . COmP:aiw l~I 'ca1ier~ 

,f:or 32.' - ·155.inm nlUIii.llV'l:~ion"ano. }Q r01L1ds f?1nnn iilulIlil1\ltio~' C0L111,C)llY H'. :' 
rr,,·turned. f'il:'e with ~, H .. 79 rounds, 20 !i...60, 2 .:., :106 and 10 - 50 Cal rounds. 
A scp...1.'Ch "at'fii:-st' light rENce.led 'bloodj' ~~dale l.ndiC'p.ting· Rt l'e<~st one: VU, VIi •• 

18l21OP. the 3,d :3,,::r~talionf 7th . .Na.rines OP P.t ]T 533023 We.a closed' do·..m' c.r,if 
OPG:c,p:~io~-u control WRS A,ssumed' by 3/7 Bravo' COmulancI Group~ . f~t1600H"; jd Bat ... 
talion~ 7t.'r:l He,1;'ines OF at 13S '565957 'assumed' comrnand and became the' new perIlk'>;r;,-

· cnt .Cp;' .'; .,,' ' . " , ':' .' :,. . ,.:, , ,. ' 

, "192015H a C~mparty Nroighty mit'e' ti~veling'ri6rth 'Ollhighwf\y. iti,', at :as 585950, 
hit "r,,· rowe turriini the vehicia sidc~i~s:' A.t the ,samE! time aritomet:i.c 1~aa,l)elCle ' 
opCJled':up on tfte:v~hiele from '13:5 586~99·:te'3ulting 'in ,O)1e friendly WI!... Th:-"l 

, d,~ivei 'got tho· -.jehicJ.e stp.rted ~ain when ~tlte VOopenGd up from BS 586950' 
I1r:6.' 33 584950 with small ei'zc.s' o~..rbim~s and fil:e~ 2.pproxim9.t<31y 100'rotl.'l'J.ds c.s 
t~1Q yo!iicle sped through thfi flit~e1,~tcih. " Company L ,platoon on Oi:')~)';,; 

· BS 57'0966, fired '4' :"Jo6'RR rourub 'into 'th:e ;!JiKm~h 'iiit:e~':,." . " ' 
, 192245H, P.' ,sqtind from COl1lPBll;Y' ll: wiii1 PAT attaCl!.r,:;!'~lltS· received ,l:)nipe.'C fire 
from :as 5799.24. resul ting:in 3'£J.:£ ifIAs.. .1m L:t:' lOCA.tt;(i at :JS 57592G spottc:1 
6 - "7 VOon 'the trc.il •.. The lIariries open!l<l fire ilrid· lA1.l1ed 'back to, 't~i.'" j.)e~d,-· meter. TnJlks fired:a 30cal~'-G .iil1Jo the .. a%'oa.· , ',. " , ': I,: . 

200815li '~ squ8.d eI'emo-nt tl'OlR COJq<~ M receive&. 3'9.rounds o'f ~11'."':";::;,~:, ~.~ . 
we,',pOl1S fire 'from BS "5619~O' re'sru:ti~ ih ono"frien(~: lJlX WllO . died Ol '(,,.;,.;.:,;,8 

.' at 0825~~ The squa.d returned,50 ;rounds ,ofi:;".14' and swept tho p.r·.a witL . <;a-
tiv(; reSults.·,· ." .' ," ..' ',~', 

,2119400, aCompa.i\y hsquad Ob,8el:'V_~d '4 V:CL moVin~ north ,a.l6:::~', the, ~' 'c:'·".:Jks 
, et BS 585927. "lbe VC fired ~'O 'rounds .<'l,t Phu Lo, '( 3) 'hamlet" E.'2', 58'3928.- . :<'.le 
harin~ squa.d arid. PAT ebment ope:na,d' fire expenting ,a,p}Jroxlnn.tcly 100 rc',t:~ds of 
siT'P,ll I'I'rms,3 - 106RR ,'.nd 5- 81 ttort~.:.rrounds.:"-fw V,iotn~,se.children were 

'wounded.· The IlP.T: ,<":'sonn&l hl'll'lilled 1;hs '~lA3~ , '.." ,. 
':~2131~l ~: s'quad 'from C:O!f!p~M()bs~ed.' (ve,,,,( BS' 5~2913. vU s ,~~e.rtQd 

'l.'un::rt'!'1g'~' 'The ':squA.d'· firH. 5 .rdln'ldlS Of l.i...14 resul't;t.nf( in l 'confirmed VC: lCLo. • 
. ~:;. 22~23~ Co'mp~.nY 'I ::cec'~i"ntU 4 incoiri~, ,~ mort~~ r6.-mde from ~s '537931. 

, CompAny' I r,et~U:;n.ed 6 .-': 81mm- ;'Ounds !'!, ta: stiErp:odo1ol'lomy, IOOrtaipo sit 'j,ori ':a~, 
BS 541,953. " j;"bfttte;ry' ono fl'bID ~attery I w:its fir,?rl 0~1 $ 'obsarve.d VU .illortar 
'po'sit'icm>nt )35 '53'7937 .:The: r'eSul ts ·ere UnKnown; , '." - '.'. , 

"; . ',;2.71()l5li:·a :squad.. pRti-ol ·fl!:'Om~()~~}f:oont':-.9ted tw6figures f.,t' BS 561921O! 
Th~Y"'wer"e, ~rd~rGa. to,ha,lt. howmer" l?o~~'~ "lie,rines qred 15' roUnds of 1-l.14-

.... and",~und.a",,~.,~ S11thtlq; '," '.' Qi'N;"i!S 
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h squad at :as 531929 reOciv fit a grcmade from. B-3 531929 

in the vicinity· of r8.ili'op,d trncks resulting in two WL~ non llletl (NaC. The 
PATS openod up with I'1,UtOffif,t;i.c we2.pons~ 10 to 15 rounds. Two rounds Slmm 
illumination WGre fired ,tlith r!['3gp.tivG. results. . . 

272200n Company I detected YO lnovemeld; oU'Gsido their perimeter Md. fir8d. 
4 rou..'1ds of 3.5 and 6 rouncls of Fl. .. 79. A sq'llr'ld ]Jatrol checko6. the c>XGa And 
fixed the ve po sition at 133 537943 and fired 40 rounds of SIIl.:-1.11 arms. I t is 
bcliovedthore 'Wore posi tivG :t'08Ul ts of [I,t lCf'.st 1 probable VG l:IIA vlho was 
Observed 'being shot .<l.nd fr,l1ing. 

280915H E\ pIA-toon pp.trol from C01!Ip1UlY I sweeping Tay Phuoo (2) at BS 497948: 
flushed 2 VC from the hamlet Mel also 2 lI'l..<\;te ves of military age from g bomb 
sheJ.,. ter in I'\. house. The 2 VO had no ID cru-ds a.nd :'t'atl from the patrol,. One 

.VC WaS killed FI.ndthe other' escapGd. The.: two ves were ssnt to 1'11'li.. TvlO 
straight ·razors were found in the 882.mS of· the; VIJS tJ:ous",rs. 1000 piastres, 
one ~dlitp.ry poncho And 0. VO bnttle dressing were also cp,pturod. 

302000H Compl1.1lY I...2 depe..rtod Company I co~'bC[G bP,S8 to commence Operation 
ttJyl~.1BOROIf • 

-31192OH Company I...2 at B:) 480919 apprehended onG VCS w40 fled from &l"Proach. 
ing patrol. Suspect A,dmits buinS VO adminastration chicf. At ~1l945h Com. 
pany 1-2 at s~.me position had 4 VC attempt to cntor position by utilizing a 
hars. of cows as cover. . Tho pll".toon fired 20 rounds of 7.62 staIilpeding herd and 
VC. ffwo VC believed hit. 

At 3120300 Compl"llY 1-2 received hOl\vy volume of autol!k1.tic wea.pons firo 
~.nd approxilIlP.toly five rounds of 60Jrm mortars at ]S 481917.· .At 312130li mod 
$18,C holicopter 'IIm.s dOimcd a.t this p08i tionby e.utom,<ttic ""Tep.pons fire. The; 
p1Fdoon pulled in all night timo f'.ctivitias and set in tight perimeter e..round 
position. The first nttr..ck came in from SW tirection when VCI'M into squ2)1 
l'I...mbush on their WA;! to po si tion. Squ8\d ~~ed enemy with maximum firo Md 
returned to perimoter on order. The first 2.ttack was repellod after 2500 
rounds expended. lhe second ntt~ck eRmG from 3E d.irection using nutom~tic 
wOFl.pons incluiling 50 cal ll1:'1.chine guIlo At all tiriLGS enemy movement WFl.S in 
)600 ;>"round position. 

The third A.ttack camo from SE and northern direction· with hand gran; .. :.:.:.:) 
60mm IDortnrs and aut0IDc1.tic we .... pons. Fire receiv0d in hoA.vy volwuG< 

Tho fourth Attapk came from SW, S and E directionso ]'ourth atk.c::'-, 
;1190 repelled. Closoa.ir sUPFort P.tircraft, nxtillery, flarc aMps all,;. .~. 
ID1ips were used to support COIDpany.I-2. 
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FOR OFFIe IJUj USE Ol'UiY • • H~Q.lIARTERS 
3ri: Bat'eai1ieht 7th Marines ' 

ls.t l'Iarine Div isiGn. (Rein) FMF 
FPC,. San Francisco,. California 96602, 

Annex: A- to Enclosure 1 

;/7 Fr~ 0 12: July 1966 
Ref':: lac) 3/'1 OpnO }..66 

l.. SITUATION' 

ii. Enell\Y - Current Iss1m!s' 
b., Friendly 

(1) AO re(tuested to be: on station I 30600 - 131000, 

!2 Tt~ Scout Dog TmsDS 00 L 
3 Sect~ DS Co M , 
4 PAT Plt: oce,up;y:lng Phu. Le, (,) 

!5 Sec t Tanks OO.c upying OP 90 GS 
6 PsychologicaJI Warftare Tm DS Co L 
7 Engr,Demo;Tm DS,Oo L 

3A/DIJJ/gad. 
,480 
12 July 1966 

2., :MISSI0N~ To seaxch & clear, the ErOOC 'mUAN area to cover Co NI s establish­
ment af a coIribat base on TIEN DAO hill. 

3':' EX.ro mIQN 

q Cencept.. One Co- (+.) IWV'ing on a,westerly axis search &clear PHUOC THUAU 
complex: while one plat (+) establishes: ambush & blocking posn at, ",estem 
enc:l o-f comp-lex.. 

b. 00 I (+) Provide one plat reinf to establish ambush at 132100 vic 5469Q7, 
art dgylight remain 8$ blooking force lmtil, operation completea. Remain... 
dex of Co retain mission of rei' (a). -

o. C:~t 1<:' f+ j Ref, (e:) - -
~ CO' Ii +- _At 130630 move. from e;esem area by vehicle to Phase Line CPL) 2. 

aatruck and IllOV'e along route of advance: to Eli 4. Oommence seaxch & cle~ 
operations with in zone of action., vlith assistance of VN fomes gather 
oocu,p'ants into a centra:! area:., Search all habita.tions: for VC t tunnels" 
ana w;J!ln caches:.. Destroy tunnels after sea.rching for intelligence m ... tte~. 
qSt! tofP, & concussion grenades; a.uthorized in tunnel systems. Be cautious 
of booby trap's< wi thin, tunnels. 

eli, 00 M (+1 . 
Attacheril.t 4th Sect 81 Plat 
Oontin1le establishing oombat base on TieD: Dao Hill. Prior to Co LiS 
arrival. at l?L 2: clear road & surrounding area; from Tien Dao, hill to PL 2 
and cover Co' L' s move to PL ,.. :Be prep, to BP,t Co L flank & rear by fire. 
Prior.lty of 81 fire to Co ~ 
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f.. 8lPlat - ,_GS vice OJ? 39., 
g .. H&S_ ,Provide one sq.d. (+) for security of Co L new C.P~ site and one 

sqd ii" for security of CP. 39.. Sect 106 Plat with each sqd .. 
h .. Co N Instn 

1. Ref ai· 

2' Priority of fires' to Co L 
(3) Length of opn - approx 3 days: 
(4) Opn or; erlElJ7 a;ttached 
(5) Report all crossings' of PL 
(6) Do not pass: FPA (Furthest Eoint of ATJV) w/o auth., 
(7) No firing into or out of Co t ZOA. w/o post tiv e ID of eneD\Y personnel 

and coo;rdination with effected units. 
(8) Report . .ASAP any use of CS agents •. 

4.. Mm:i.n & LGg.- S-4 verba:l, instructions. 

5. Omd & Oomm 
a:.. Ref ( 9;) 
b.. En Omd Gl."f>~ A, CF int tially at OP 39 .. 
c .. ' Co I Pla.t' call sign r....Z,. gd :an Tao & COF ... 
d.. OP 90,. UyebalI. Tk Gd Bn Tee:". FO Tm Gd:. COF. 

DISTRIBUrIONt uSP:EDIAL" 

~VVV 
Lieutenant Colonel, U •. S .. ~1axine Corps 

C omm.anding 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

., 
.. -~ -:-:--~·t,·!. 

Annex B to Enclosure (1). • 
E,E/\J)Q.U.;UlTERS 

Jrd ,B~ttalion" 7th Marine,s " 
1st" ~18:r:ine!'Divisi9n (Re:m)~1,E" '""., 

" ,;.:F~O, ~~a.ri Franci~cO~C8iifOrnia'.96602~: 
, ,C':;. 

Commanding ufficer From. 
Tot Commanding ~~ficer",7·th l~ine.i:t 

• • . . , .... ' _. .:. ~ '.,.. ') I', • " .: t.: 

Reft, '. (a.) ,?/7 ,FrattO 12 July 196~:. . ':':' 

,": 

-1. ~ -, .' ~,) 

2. 130630h - 15160CE 
.. , ! ••• " " ...... , .... ' 

j -

3 •. QuB.ni Ngai irov"L~pe, I3irth' ~p';D~s,~r:ict ,; '. .' ' .. 

4. ')a:Ba.t~ai{o~,7th i~.ril1es' - ·Wol'.'n. ':-n: '}):~II'rT: '. 

COLll) e;ny, 1~ ;;.. ,~apt: 'J.l • . v.· D~U.p:r~ .. :. ., ,: .' .;: r 

,,' .' 
r., .' _,' 

: : .... , _ ...... 

".: ;,' 
" . ~. 

-, 
. ".' '. .·f· ~ 

...... . .~'.' 
• \.....' ; ~ •• ,J 

.0. r ' 
\f.", :-~:". ", ~ 'j . ." • Company L - 1st Lt L. J. (~:U·;jjillt -.' ... , 

Company I (_) - Capt ~4. EOl1:.:r:.f' 
'. I .: .. .: _ ,::.; - __ . ,r. -

5. 

Company :ill, 2/7 - Gapt lie L. S2W 

Task Oxganizatfop 
-:.' , ... , 

3d :Ba:ttaliori~' 7th )~~ines - ''', ,:. 
Batt~i~n :,co~and .G;oup,A& '."~ 

I!,..··· ..•. 

'. .: r "" .j' 

., ;'" OJ 

'. 'r 

" . .", 

.... .;, ..... ,.~. :::-. 

, '; , , "",~-: 

,,,'.; ,"',. 
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-\'"-'" . 

,I •••• , 

f, 
-,'.-!" • 

, .. (..: 
", ::' 

• .!. ~ 
0'" 

::., .."'.: 

..,- -.'-, 
,-..... , . ". .~: rr· ...... . 

-.' . .. ,,:- . . ~ 

co~@.y ~/J,-~iJ1atJ&.~iqn~7th i~:\.Ji~s·::( ';' 
Art~r FO :; 11' . '.' .-' , , ... . .• 'It....... " i 

Sec.t "'..~., ~_onw.~ 0" 1st l~T,ll!ittt~ion.:: :' 

S~t,:)2",~s;q~p;~~Y.E;:'i~t.' Tank B.s.tt~lon 

.-. :. :. 
'" 

-,' '. 

.' . 
. '.' .~ .::~ 

\/ "). . ......... "'j:"\~ ... ," .t:'··,· 'J', 

;]ngr.DelllO;Ution, Team, (;oI;1pany "Q, +st )~,ginee:r:'''Battalion~:''. ',' . ~ '- ... ' .' ~. -~. '.~ . ' .... ' -'. - :.., 

" ." ~,; ' .. : .,. ~.,.. 

l'F ~lat~on, :i3inh &~ Di~tr'ictl:£cicp;ts, /~~'l~~j~i Pravirice' ~ ~ 

'. 
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a. Section .:'.'.r were plannea. for direct su.~:~.,ort of. the operation and~re 
located with Uo 1"1, (liS 57.3923). '.i:hey ~leIe' fi:c.e~ in direct SllPPOr-t of Co h 
during the VC attack on 15 July 1966. 'fhey proved effective in counteri.tlf; VC 
57RR fire and by supplying additional firepower with the 30 Cal H}. 

b. .,~ Section of Tanks were planned for direct support of 'the ope:r-ation ' 
from UP}~O at (3S 541929). The Ol! provided excellent observ,ation throtl,ghout 
the objective area, however, ,no identifiable targets were sigrJjed. -

C. ,"Dngineer d.emolition team, 1st Engineer Jatt8.lion were planned for direct 
support to be uset: in destroying tunnel complexes, mines and booby traps. They 
were used in conjunction with Company L r S SHeep. The teaIll was,very effective 
in destroying VO fighting holes, tunnels an,d booby traps. 

d. Battery I, 3d Jattalion, 11th l'iarines .. las, ,Planned for direct supj:lort. 
jatteries I, G al'ld II Wer0 actually fired in direct supj1ort.. Du;dng tb.e operatiorJ ' 
a total of 304 artillery row'lds were fired duril~ tea conduct of 7 fire missions. 

Air ~\ct;i..on. The entire SCOpG of air action from 13 JUly -through 15 July 
included. activities a.s follcwsl 

a. 1·,10 (2) emergency med evacs. 
b. One (1) priority med. ev2.C. 

, , .. 

c. Three (3) routine med evacs. _. 
d. One (1) flareship in SUppOI't of Vo 11 for s~'lotting retrc:ating va forces. 
e. :Wo (2) gunships wo;kin{~ with the above ms";tioned flaxe·shiI:. " 
f. ,),. ..... 10 (2) .'4 and two J!4 a~rcraft for clos(;; an sUlJport and Lil prepvrith 

two (2) lli-l3:s~ one as a ;£AC(A) and one as escort for 'J!~' .. C (J;.). 
J. Sleven (11) UH- 34s for the ll'lsGrtion of I)ompany ~ a.t coordinates :J.S . 

561892. .Ul requests were submitted to Landshark .l. via lirepe ilyrtle 14 through 
the 'r<:...':i :.at. 'Jie;: all effectiveness of air was excellent with exoellent respons( 

. and prompt execution of each request. ~ood air to Ground coordination andco~ 
unicRtion was maL,tained. during each mission. 

7. Intel1igenc~. Vl; strength, locc>tion, d.isposition a.nd situe.tion "faS antici­
p8ted 1."1 tho objoctive arc:a .:Jrior to th'3 oT!eratiol1. 

The initial op"n:\tion 1'71=_S bi'.sed on current intellif;ence sUI.18aries ~f eneqr 
aCtivities that have occurred, 1,rithin our T.''.O?., "lith specific attEmtion.to the' 
southe8,stern end southern section since Go H began occupying 'l'ien'De.o"hUl, . 
(3S 572923) on 8 July 1966. Co 1'1 had received 8.'1.ipex· and sr:Ulll arms fixe; daily, 
Sll'lCe 8X:rl.Vl.ng in the a.:rea. There have been' or.nybooby trapsshlplaced: on the' 
hill and alo!1{o' the main trnil leadin;:;; to '';:ien'J8.o. 

Y.9...lSrength. a.n.d SituBtiori. Jinemy 8.ctivity'consisterl of continuous sniper 
and hp.xassiD':~ fire throughout the course Qf the operation. Un the Llorning of 
15 July, an c6tine.te~,- VC battalion oo):,ducteda' IJlajor attack on lio h. l\ume:cous 
f:tr;htll"lG' holes ani sORll cr;w:es Were disco'.terod in the objective area. '2he 
tYl'){3 of wea)ons encountered. vTero60inm Dortars; 57rti., 30 cal r'lis, i'~ls, 3,Jl, 
Cp-.rbines, Thompson Sub-l'lacl:ine Guns, H .. 2p and bl~ grenades, and ~lO booby tr8.ps. 

2 
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IritelligericeGairied/ /, VC ;!orce 'Of approxima taly: bat;1;al::.t.o:r~ .. , §I~+eneth. ," , ' " 

croased,"the Song "rra.J3ong and cohductoda major assault against Co' ~Lfroni the , ' 
south.' "I'hGr.e~ e.re strong ·irid.ic~;tions ,that 'sappc::::l..lliits were 'attach~d. VU, KI.1s '" ' 
were 'CB.ITyinr,- an ,averAge of '5 grenades e~:ch,along with bangalor torpedo ,typ~ :, " 
demolitions ... :':One' VC KL'lhad"; 3 -60rnm mortars without incrBDents, and' was found:, . 
inside Co' HIS per'imeter.',' .ollie clothing on the bodies '\'iere, wet, and JiJ8;rJy of the 
grenades ,failed to ,ignite 'because they'vler·e wet.. 'i\renty::'vC,' KL~s were located .. : .. 
on Ti'en'Dao'liil1, six,were located~inJ:huoc :9.:buan (1) :as: 575915 and ,one was " 
found on 'the SOng 'fra Bong,; (::as 571911) •. One of: the YC;; wasa.fe41al~..'i'hE? V(; " 
were 'dressed. ,in uniforrJs,of gre(;n and;, blue'. '" '1h13: VG yer~" large in st,ature ~9- ' 
well fed. 'Ehre'eof· the-V(J' werG identifie,d"by~ :dinh. 'SOn :Jistrict lleadquart,ers :> 
as cOLling from the 1/7 'i'"~m1 and one froj:'; J:'hu Le (1), (:as 5 759 ~8)., The~G ,were " 
mar ... y bloodstains leadincs to th"" 80ng Tra Bong from the battle area indicating 
VC wt'.i.S Brid itheirdirectton' of ,L1QV ement." CaptUred, documentsrev.ealedup', to ( 
date -intcll:igence on, Co 11' s positions 'and: a well planned order, of attack. ;' '~he, 
documents revealed' elements ,or'both tho 3Stb: :Al1d 48th. battalions 'along wi,th, ,'~ 
locelguerrillas took part in tho" atta:ck~ .' ninh ,Son.' Ji:strictlicadquar:ters' ~'",' 
reported that there vlore elements of the ,131st VC' Bi:.t,talion involved. ,', 

i ... f" ~. I . ,: 
'_.' .' '- ....... -

~ ... ; " ;. 

etHical Terpain.".L"hecritical terrain .consists of ~'i'ien;oao hill anc..-:the, 
hamlets":surrciunl1ing it. ' ... , \ 

I ~ ~ 

OOiij.::rv::ttionanfl!?ieIds of. ,Fires'- Tien"Jao,jii11: offers' 3600 observation ·and 
prov,ides good, fields ,of ,f.ire~ hciweVer$ ,a;ny: mov.ement ,or_;action on the hill can" 
easily be' ,0bs~IVed 'by' the V9. ' , , , " ..-, 

'.' ", .' . ..., , .... 

caver and CcinceBJ..ment., ,Good cOif-er 'and . concealment for both, friendly :and . -, , 
ensmi-force-si'isprevalent 'ihroughOutourentire .. 'I'c .. OR."Y;ost of the' hamlets "_:'," 
have trenchGs, 'bomb shelters 'and: fighting~h()les'.''l'he hedgerows and:, thick bru~f ' 
throughout and surrounding the hamlets,; provide. ,excellent' cOllce8.lnorit.,' . 

:Obstcici&s~' -.l:latural obstacles consist mainly, of hedgerows, .thick ,v,egete;.. ,', 
tion,'cane-fields and 'water"filled. :dce. pad<iies.. l:ian-lria.de ,oqstacles consist' of 
barbed wire and bamboo fences "Thich' t-erld . to channeliz'e' moveuent.:' 

,',' 

.~vehties ,of .\'p12ro§.ch~· '.l.'here exe,m;:iny,tI;'a,i1s ,leading to and from the o~jec-' 
tivG arGa~ hOweVer,;tney are' either through ,rice,j,ihddies'which provide no qon­
cealment of Elovement or, they are,'i'lanked 'on each side by cane fields and ,pro­
vide exceIl'ent 8.rubush sit'es ·for tho,VC.,:,'.Lb", Song' '.rrn. j30ng valley provides an:, 

excellent avenUe 'of approach 'from, east' to 'west" especially 'during darlmess ':, 
and p~ ide s excell en t ' maneU\Terab ility for .,tlrG ~VC. 

,.... ,,', :-:\J i'····' "~Or' 

, ,'I..jeather. The weather.';'asexcellcnt'dur-il1t;' the'opera.tion. It, Was hot e.,nd 
hunid during the 'de.yhovlover; 'no, heat· casualties resul ted.; Visibility" vas, 
unl'fruted.' ,'rhere was voryH:ttloc:totid covc:c:,-: -pres<mting no problem to a~ 
operations~ • -There was' 'no percip'it'ation du:riing the periocL' ,: 

," . ",L; ::'::,- .. ;..~ ~.,;: ',' ~::" ~ ... :' ,,;:: ;":.:' ,~ . 
8. lfirmi,<m.. 'i"ho 3rd Jattctlion, 7th Narines conducted a search and destroy 
operation in 'the l)huoc Thuan he"Lllet' complc)c in GS 5791,;56~1, 5591" ,i¥ld '559,9. 
in order to: coV cr' Co HI s cstabl'ishoent 'of· a 'combat 'base on Tisn ' Dao1:iill." ' 

t 
" . ,," ,,\ , 
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• • 
9. ConceRt ofOp§rationJ'lo' CO.t and. one platoon from' Co I" 3d En, 7th 'l~ines 
,.,ith a' ViGtnamese?F p18 .. toon conductc.-l a search and dest:r:oyopet'atiol;l in sup­
port of· Co HI s establishment ,of a combat base at Irien 'Dao hill. .\t 1·306300; 
Co L moved ,by Elortar vehicle to 33 593933s detruckGd and J:lovedin a sr'l direc':'; 
tion to BS·576916. Co L conrnonced a search and destroy mission to the. viest 
through tho l'huoc Thuan ha.tllet cOLlplex. 'lith thG assistance. of the :"~t' platoon,. 
Co L sGarchcd all habitations fOI 'TO, tunnels and v1capons cachGs. une. J?latoon 
(Rein) from Co I establishod an ambush .at 132100h in vicinity of liS 546907 and 
rGmA:inGd in position at daylight to act as a blocking forcG for Go 1. (;0 1-1 .' 
was prepared to support 00 L by. fire wLth p...l1 organic and attached \'walJons from 
their po.sition on 'l'ien ))200 i~ill •.. Llattalion ()omIJand l-'ost was Gstab1 ished at 
OP;'>39, ns 573965. . .. 

10. ~.:Jxecution:. .On 12 July 1966, .plr-l.ns for ·the ope3:['~tion were fornalized and 
a Fre.g 0 was issued. -'~s a rosult of P.. major .attack frOB an cstimato0. VC bat­
talion on Co 11, (33 573923) on tho morn:irJg of 15 July., Co E (~tein), 2d. Bat­
talion, 7th lL-uinGs and a PF platoon '''ero addGd to thG task orGanization and 
bcoPJJ.e ope ON to 3d Dattalion,- 7th ll.:"l.rines at 150715H. 

lLDa.v 13 JU1"y'" 12660 J.t 130630II, tho operation cOIJI.ienced vii th (;0 L departing 
by rnotor vehicle frotl. BS 566960. Co L rocoived sporadic sniper fire as they . 
approached J?huoc 'J:lhUan (1),33 577916, returncd fire,s~,;c]!t thc; harllot and corn,.. 
pleted an encircloment at 1308300. i'opular ~'orCeS vTerG req,:uestod and conducted 
a search of the hamlet with negative rElsul ts concluding"' A.t 13ll40.ti. .'~ sweep to 
the riverYTas conducted by the 2dl:>lRtoon and PJi's with negp.tivG rGsults.Co L 
rece·ivad 40 rounds of s1'18.11 erms fire f:):'om J3 567913 wh.ich 'founded one ilarine • 
.. ~ IDed evaC was cOLlploted at 1723H after the L4 was prepped "Tith HUrus and fixed 
wing aircraft because of intensive sniper fire. Co L continued their Dission 
and utilized thcongineer team to destroy VC fighting holes, caves,' and booby 
trt\ps. Co L set in its night defensive:: positions, BS 575915, at 131850i:i. ,,~t 
132045H the) :2d platoon (Rein), Co .I deported thGir coqbat base at 13:;; 537947 
for their assigned wlbush and blocking.positions. 

Drl _ 1:4 July 1966. ·Go I established two af:J.bush<:.s, (l3S 541918, :88 592915) and 
a blocking position (:as 592915) at l4001()}J: •. ;It 1405451:i, the ambushes .. ~etracted 
eno. the platoon blocking. position was' consolidated; .' . 

Co L continued on their mission at 1406451I. ~ .. squad from (;0 Idetecti.id 9 
VCS mev.inti tow8..rd thGir position (nS 546908). and apprGh0nded 3 of- them when 
they' attempted toflGe at 140745h. .it ,1408).00, Co. L had two l'fJarin!3s wOlmd.e·d . 
by booby traps .raridc from ChiCom grenades (IlS 567917). '.ll1ey wer..: med EWaced. 
Co L continued on its Llission receiving sporadic sni})or fire and sustained. 
l'lJ"lother 1l1arino '.,JQunded from a booby trap, (BS 567917). ~~t 140945H, Co I squad 
sighted 6 VC (BS 546908) and killed one when they attcnIltcd to fl~e. 'l'hey 
apprehended one ves at TIS 539919. Co L received sporadic sniper fire as they 
continuod 'on their nission to the west •. The COf1Pf'.1lY :i:r1rivGd in l"huoc Thua.n (2), 
(:38 564918) at 141350H 8l1.d begen E'. rlctailcd seprch in conjunction with the 1'01'- .... · 
ulp.l' Forces. The engineer tCatl p,ccoDpflXling Co L continuod to destroy ve. fight­
ing halos and Caves as the COIn])MY continued ',",ost. Go L night defensiv~ posi-
tions wero Gstablishorl. in fan i:'huoc (4), (133 557913) at 141700H. . 

D+2 _-;15 Ju1JC 1266. ~~t15020OH, an estinatcri va force of battalion strength 
Inade a coordinatGd a.ttack on Co 11 utilizing 'a hoavy.concentration of60mm ror" 
tar fire an1 57RR fire in sUl.)portof their attack. 'L'hc attack bog['.n with a. 
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• • 6Ox:nn mortei';J-$;~jj~gQ;I'6'ntffeSE'poTt1:on of the coiipallY po's:ition~ The oncll\Y 
morkrs ~e:r;~ n:diJustGd and wAlke"l, north across the COl!lpfltlY' position a.s the:'V{;' 
assaultedih ,the; ",ake of the DOrtar fire. 'i'hc; VU opened fire "Jith 8.,hc::vy-' 
volUl'lG of s:mall AIDS, autof:.lr<>,tic Ahd 80mi Auto'l:1?,tic wee.;lons fire,' and 5.7$. 
fire as they assaulted the 1st ,.i?latoon in the S:j portion,of,Co h'S p,oriL1d%qt~, 

Eight to ten VC made a slight penetrE',tion into thedcifense and' hand.' td:< . 
hand combat ensued; .l. cotmter-r:.ttack waS lmmched by Go 11 )It;ilizing 81mr:: 
and 60rmn mortans ~long with l06Rt1 fire. .'.t 150230H, Co H callGd' fO'i: an ar'P;illcr~ 
fire mission. ~\.t 150251I:I, Zone :t!'ire ,COmTilGnCeS frof,'! b1:'\,ttoric~ 'I, G' and 11 to 
suppress the enem:r morkr fire, 'lh'J artillery fire had a very satisfactory 
effect on tRIg-ct. Tho VO "Ter.~ &.riv$A from. thG" pori1l1et,er:AJid -tho, d:GfQris~y& 
positicns ,'wre rG9stnblil!ihed.. 1ftbe 'm(:)~811,EiQ·e0l1dtict8P- e. probe .on t.h~ liOl:1idl1Y 
position from thb~we~t ]los8'fbl;?:as,.adiV.ors:ion. for tho, 'lnain attr-:.ck. .~t 15030011, 
a med CNac'WeJs,$~qu~'&ted"'iby Go l'{.a;hd>arrive:d:onst~t,ionat 032OH. '-",t c'i3ase fire 
was celled f0r":oy:hlg,her 'fiead(1ua1:'tGrs. 'i'hG hell.eop-~(n:""!telI)e.inod O,fl:·.:~ia.tj;~n and 
under control. of the battalion ~i.1U. ...n a;Yfi'Cnl wasIDEd.<.ifor ad(tt;tj;onru.~ artillery 
in order to interdict VO IJOVeLlcnt frou th8bc.hle area andsecU±o,>theL~ for 
the med GVaC. ;~t 15~54'O¥,a fire: m±~sion w~~. approved and f:tjce'd~ Xt 15'034511, 
a ceaSG fire was cal:re;,~,~foI·,·and ·the mod ':.11/8.0 holicopter landed to pick' up 
friendly IlLs. .it 150410H g h eli c crp tors 'vlore ~'.9:j.n ,on~ta:ti6ri and pickod up 
the:: renainirl..g 'WOunded at 04200. ~;'1;. .. J.504;Oli"tho·,ar;e·a' was clo::.I' of 'aircI'e.ft 
and artillery 13.issions wire res~~:~" 'iha friondly cusunltiGs corclprlsed '5 KL., 
1 DOll and 15 '>11 .. ~ :'I'here,ltlero 26'\/'c ](L~ left on the hill. . 'ibe va beg<>.n their 
retraction from tho b(=i,ttlo AI'on, :-'l1d. broke contact et approxlllatdly 033Qh. "'Lbo 
va ,"ere cquipoduith IJ.t 1ee.st 2-30 081. lVl}s9 B,:a, numerous sr:1al~, ~p,s and a 
57RR. " . 

. Co L begPJl its I:l0vQf.lent into thf,; .be.tt10 a.rG(~ f?t 1505000 8.nd set }lP b109king 
pO'sitioris A.t BS 567915. Co L roceivGd spore,die sniper firu as thoy conL,;;ncGd. 
a SWOO!l to,:; the eal':!t a.t 15064$. In its sweep tho thG Gnst, Co L discover'ed. 
6 VC Kll, documents'and W0I:1]]0P.,8,. (BS 575915). ' '!.t ·1507451I, Co iJ, 2d :dattalion$. "" 
7th 1'~'1Xines lpJlded by hclioQsltEir" (~§ 561892) end' COfl1DIOncoda sweopto ,iho 'oast' 
tO~'lard nntional H~ghway' ~/l.. 'ohc VC was taken undor fire ..,.,hen discovered swim­
ming tho So!lt-'S, ,d:'rp: .J30ng;F.\lid' on9 VC KL l'lq§l f,o·~4:" {f1S 5V'9092~; ;,g~{J;~~49tzp.'tod 
4 VCS ·frof:l'BS 5b9912 to.o1l'lic: 3rd::,~q;t:t1.1.;&io.nf:".GP., i-cia,r'Wid;,jpinedG'o 'fi, ~(¥tl' 5749'23) 
at 15J:$15E:, in order te,,"reinforce their clGfensive }:losi tion. Co L continued to 
sweep >'to the cast Irlithout contact and '>las rotrected by Dotar vehicle at 151600H f 

(BS 593936 ).·:~t ,151600H, Gp ';~ conp1eted their s.,eep, to l3S 6G49151'll1d was 
rotre.ctedby 'rotor vehicle to 2nd battalion, 7th I:ie,rines 9:t>. .~t 151600H, the 
operation concluded. . . , 

" 

11. Results. 
, " 

.. Friendl~r,. 
a. KL~' .,;" 5 , \." 

b. D<N '·':;·1 
c. tIL. 19 
d. Ull Nono 

DnGmv 
\ . 

a .. KL.. 21Co:nf'irl21ed 
b .. KL. 18 Probable 
c. 14I.'- _ . UnknoWn 
d. KB ..:o.ir/.:.rty /Hort.?.J:'s 18 In", probable included o.bw,e 
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Ce,ptv,.tGd. 
, a. vee 
'b. ves 

" , 

Hone. 4 ,-

,7 .: i~r-'Rifl,cs 
6 ';..' .0 exb.:Lne's! , 
I, ;"RS" 
2, - Thbrmson Sln 

....... ! 

" 

, 2 '.:. TriPdd' Haunts .30 oal' tIll,' , ,; , . 
. ' 3~)Beng~~9,~9 TprpGdoes ,(VC '"honGIJlp~dc' type) 

3 ,~. liL·79 HoUnds . , 
3,- 60rnriJlortar Itcnmds Without Incrcmcnts 

13- 11-26 ,H:'lll'C!. Gronad~s' 
1 -"}11K ;Z\G~GnadG 

32, - Vb Fr'8gTIGlltation Greria<ics' 
'. 1 - VC Potato li~sh0r Grenade " 

. ' 1 ':';' ~_16 Booby 'l~f.'.;p,' "", . . • 

, 2 - Rifle c,rone'des (F~GliCh-S'J.'Rlh), 
.1 - 5beil Ca~ing, 5T{d. plus a, (;(,1.Illli~ter. 

,~ 

• . , 

.. :...: .. ;. 

. . ~ . 

\ 

" .. ~ " .. : .. 
JJ.l a.rGa.~YJh~re air "strik~s WElJ:?C:' conduct~d'\.rere 'S;j~?e~, by grounq. forces • 

. ,' , t.' . , 
,', .. 

: .... 

wns 
'TJ:icre nro 'no signi'fi9£mt $v'ents,to -report~, 'R~,sup]?lyalld ,t;lpdicnl, evacUCltion 

proyidgd t,rwco.n1J)a.rtia S v,ie. 'h;olicoptar.' , 'I'he~Ejwero, rio':prdbl ems O,neQun torod" 
" " .. '. ' . 

~ - - I .' " ' . 'I. :~ ';. 

a •. '~hl'sopdration,:. w,~sdGs,ign.0d<'j;O''!,'oliov:i3thG,p.rossur-06r· ve e,ctivi:ty . 
through(;>llt 'the ~~6p.. ~n 'Wb:ich,:t;c{'·li:fre.s 'b'GGnost;;tblishing.: a, cOTIbat base., , ' 

, . .. ,,' . ':/ . 

. b. Tho ~'1p'o~tancG of this e:rop.to the VC ,-and: <the .. opvious' impact. tho, l'lal-:i,nOi 
arc ri'!king by their prcs~ano:(l was dre..i::Jattze-d by'thc ·bolde.ttcnpt of the VV to 
ovorr'Ul1 Co W S position on the morning of 15 July. 'l'his attack v1$l,S! ch<'..racte:i:;iz~ 
by the following: 

(1) ::Q.,et;:>,ilcd l'l®n;:i..n;g. Documents reeov Grod fron VV bodies included a ' 
dotrdlcd sketch of 11 Company position, ('l'ion Jf:,O iIill) 1'l.TId the surroundi.ng area. 
Sito rcconnaissPllCc and rp;1.d constructiqn oPQr~tions in tho' 'fi,on . PaS> area. 
during tho tWO wGokpqrio'dprior. to thcatte..ok ~d:,G it, fe,irlyo.lwio~s ,that e-
Harine unit ,·rould occupy Ticn Dab Hi.J.l.. " . ' 

(2) Ti~o 'J."ho n .. ttr:.9k 111['.3 til-led to".teRo r:'.i:).XilJun adv;;:ntilG~ 'of' il .. 
Go;:rprJ1Y I s dofcn3ive po stl)rC nr,: tho' l[',.ok of v isib ilit~r. 

11 COTJII[',).1$ ho.1 :;tot oO!:lp10t'~d its dofcnsiv: l)Osi.tiGn.s' 4t'th0otir.:io,:of tho 
e.tt;;cl:cr.,d t\-fO' of thu 'co:':Pn!l-Y,: s squads "10re' rGDOv(yi froD tho 4o£GD,E!ivo' positioT! 
providing seo~it.Y, c.long the road loading fror:l ~uto ~/1.tO. 'Xien DflO Hill. 
There was no "noon on the night, of the attack. ',' .... ' 
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/' 

(3) Coordinatis>n. The attack \,as well coordinl.',tGd. 60n!r:l mort;'~r fire 
was used to cover both the assault and withdr(\wal of tho infnntry units. 
5700 recoilless fire seo~cd to be directed at tho Ontos on the position. 

(4) YithdrawP.l. YJe.ny bodies were 10ft on or nGar tho company position 
and the ./ithdre,wal coincidod. with tho lifting of friendly artillery fires so 
tnat helicopter ev9.cu,'".tion of c3.s11:'11 ti8S could take plnce. 1118 attack was 
not pressed during the critical cvacue.tion pcriode It is baliaved this was 
caused not only by the fe,ct that the e.tt""ck had becOJ:le fragmented and dis­
org~~izod but by a realization by tho VC that tho evacuation would be followed 
immediately by the resumption of artillery fires on their routes of withdrawal~ 

(5) Inspirational lcadorshi)?, individual heroism And the effective use 
of all groUnd support:ing arms were tho founds.tion of tho succossful dofanse 
by COI:lpany Ii.. 

(6) Pursuit by artillery firo was effective. However, the Gnoqy had 
exfiltrated beyond the po:int to which JJ; GOrJpeny, 2nd 3attalion, 7th l~inGS 
was helilifted to Gste~lish a blocking position approximatoly ~ hours aftor 
the cOIDmonceoont of the VG withdra\'Tal. ibis action points up the problefil of 
moving. forcGS at night to block thCJ oscape: or pursUG a retroating onemy. 
Unless friendly forcus e..rc thoroughly falJiliar with tho terrain or vehicu1,~ 
tlOVGG10nt is possible, it is believed that blocking/pursuit action during hours 
of de.rkness should be by supporting arms fire, followed by illumine,tion and 

. ,fl.orip..]. observation to keep track of the cnooy until d.F:&ylight. "" pre alerted 
~ ground elcDont can then be oraployed much Dore effectively. 'i'he DOVowont of 
.tbe reaction force also eDphasizes the importance of accurctoly estimating the 
. . speed RIld dirGCtion of tho eneIlY \'lithdr['.wal. 
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