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HEADQUARTERS

3rd Battallen, 7Tth Marines
lst Marine Division (Rein) FMF

FPO, San Francisco, Celiforaia 96600

JEC scef
5750
Frons Commanding 8fficer
Te: . Commanding Officer, 7th Marines
Subj: Cemmand Chronelogy; month ef Septemker 1866
Refs (&) DivO 5750.24 |
Encl: (1) 3rd Bettalion, Tth Marises Command Chrenolegy Q

. 1, In sceerdance with reference (a), the commamd chrenslegy for the menth of
' Septenber 1966 1s submitted with attachments.
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F, G. BALDERSTON
Executive Officer

3rd Bn.7 th Mar, Log No
‘@ug-ce Copy #1332
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3RD BA’I‘TALION, T'IH MARINES COMMAND CHRONOLOGY WITH ATTACHMENTS:-

A, OQGAN IZATTONAL DATA:

1. Designation a.nd location of reporting unit: 3rd Battalion, 7th Marlnes,
lst-lMarine D;wision (Rein), BIF, Chu Lai, Republic of Vietnam .- .

.

2, ."Peri»)d covered: l - BOmSeptemher 1966

5. Commending Offfcer © "7 Majer R. J. OVLEARY 1-30 September 1966.

Executive Officer ., Majer F. G. BALDERSTON
-1 Adjutant . 2ndLt R, J. PASCUAL

8-2 Officer =~ - 18%Lt L. J.- CELMER 1-30 September 1966-
/8=3 Officer Major D. L. DIAMOND 1-28 September 1966
Co WES¥ ‘Capt F. V. WHITE JR. 29-30 September 1966 -
S-4. Officer ©Y . Capt Re M. CIARK '+ -0
- .L__M;‘Cummunications Offlcer Capt H. C. SCHRODER
. .Supply Officer’ = | o - 2ndLt E. C. RATHBUN
MIO COooor o PndLt Jo Al WILSONT. Lo
Bn Surgeun o ‘ ' ' “ LE(MC) A. L. MANALE. 1-19 September 1966. .
Ltgmc) R. F. MCCAULEY'20-30. September. 1966.
Bn Chaplain Lt(CHC) L, L. GICVZR
H&S Cempany 2ndLt Wy E. KELLER.JR..-
"I Cumpany Capt W. M. CLAPP
- "K" Company o Capt M. J. QUINN 1-9 September 1965. :
. ' 1stLt V. K. FLEMING JR. 10-30 Septemder 1966‘
_ "L" Cempany - 1stlt T,-BOYD 1-30 September 1966
- "M" Cémpany 18tlt J. S¢-SACKETT 1-10 September 1966 ‘
. - 1stlt J. G. MORRA-11-23 September 1566 - .
: Capt K W. JOHZNSON 24—30 Sep‘tem e_t:.-1966»
' 4« Average Strength USMC 31 Offlcers ’ USN 2
.’ 940 Enlisted 46 Enlisted .

. The tetal number of persémnel en hand within 3rd Battalicn, Tth Marines as.-

ef 30 September 1966 is 1072. The total effective. strength on 30 Septembei‘ 1966
is 1031.

Durmg the month of September 181 ‘new- personnel were joined to this unit,
.-while 138 were dropped from the rolls. e

ly

A total of 71 ha.ve rotated 56 personnel were' 'TIA, 3 KIA, 6 non-battle
1nju.ries and ) non-battle dea‘shs. ’ : g :
This Battalien is in Categery C-2 in 30 Sepfembef '1966.
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Commander T8 Narrosive Summary of Significant Events

During the month ef September; thers was a ne*iscsble increase in VC small unit
contacts and booby trap incidents, This is attributed to our troep committments
elsovhere and.the subsequent decrease ¢f friendly activities in our TAOR. Troop
curmittments were made to convey escsrt- duty and OPCON 1/( and cuvered the
period 1 Sep tw 27 Sep. The shortage of these troops in thé TAOR permitted the
VC greater freedun of movement and as this became evident te the VC, they began
to increase their activities, It has been planned to saturate eur area with~
aggressive patrolling and ambushes to offset this increase as svon as our
detached units returned to our control. :

Co M experienced probléms in a hanlet approximately 1000 meters to the west: of

their combat base at BS 5691, This has been ia the form of small unit sniper
activity and extensive mining and bOUFJ trap incidents which has resulted in‘a

number of friendly casualties., Plans have been formulated to relecate the

pevple of this area end destroy the hamlet and its fortifications. The-local
Vietnamese efficials have been contacted 4o make arrangements for the relucation

of the populace and supporting units are prepared to previde assistance in the .

forn of flame tanks, LVT-E with ‘their line charges, and Dozers for the
destruction of this area.

Detalled Description of Significant Events

Command and Control ‘

During the period of $his report, thls orvanlza11rq provided three platoons and
four squads on seperate occasiens for convey escort duby under OFCON 7th Marines.
Additionzlly, Co's K and L plus the Bravo. comnand group went OPCON %o the Chu Lai
defense ocenmand 041000H, reverting to: parent O71200H less Co L which hecame OPCON
1/7 for operation Fresno (later Goiden-ﬁleece) 2% C01910H and 140641 respectively,
On 29 September the 3rdBn, TthMar commeanced nmoving from Chu Lai to Deng H., RVN,

Co I left en 29 Septembper znd the hHattalion command group and Co L left on 30
September. Co K is scheduled to leave on 1 October,

Close Combat

Frem 1-9 September this battallon had g nnlber of snall R nci&enﬁs lrrelving
VC snipers, . )

1028308 4°Co (~) patrel from Co Mereceived wond fron the PF's ofethe location

of a VC Conpeny: Co M deployed two platoons into the area and mede cont act

with an estinated two squads of VC at BS 575918. During the firefight 3 friendly
WIA'S resulted from premature detonation of 2z 60 mm mortar round. During 1ts
assault the Cempany (-) sustained 7 additlonal friendly WIA's from undetermlned
type beeby traps. Total friendly WIA's was 10 (7 med-evacs). Total enemy =
cesugltles unknown. . . - ) e L

1602151 A squad OP from Co X at BS 584948 received close in sniper fire fron twe
seperate locations followed by a volley of hand grenasdes, resulting in 7 WIA's

(5 med~evacs). The squad returned small arnms fire and hand grenades and was
" supported by 105 mm illuminatien. At first light,” a search of the area produced
ssevera}~duds,u1&clud1§g 1 chi com stick hand grenade, 5 M-26 hand grenades and

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

Close (‘onbat Cont!'d

Conpany M has had a nunmber cf zoniszots in the harlet located at BS 5691, This
arez has been a trouble spot for o lsylightt ambushes, Co M has
been somevhat successful Iin diszuptive in the orea and on 18 Sep-
tember a VC was killed and two were wounded. 3 wontnded VC were able 9
escape. When the Marines moved to pick up the deal VO and pursue the wovnded,
they encountered g number of hooby traps which resulted in a total of 7 ffiendly
WIA's. On 20 September Co M again killed a VC in this areca and captured an M-l
carbine., On that same day anether encounter in the same general area resulted
intwn VG KI4 and a wsapon captured, As a result of extensive Marine activity in
this oxeaz the VO have extensively Locty trapped il. Since it has deen a
continuing trouule spot for the company, steps are being taken to relocate the
pevple and destroy the hamlet, The details for this operaticn are being
coordinated with the local Vietnamese authorities.

Fron 16-27 September this battalion had a number of emsll unit eontacts
irvolving snipars and hosty trap incidents,

Civil Affeivs/Civie Actien

The Mid-Auturm festival for children wae participzited in by Marines on 29
Septenber in the hamlet ef Phu Le (3), BS 577928. rfandy, teys and clothes were
handed out, '

>

On 19 Scptember a dispens&ry was opened in Phu e (3

. This dispensamy was
bullt by the pesple and has been used by the Wavy C

ryesnan o hold sidi Lalle

In Tri Birh {4) and Binh Tuy hanlots,
discuvered. On 17 September a preventis
called in and sprayed organic phosphate. Th
treated the plsgue patients,

athal won llg.u.lua‘, GET

Over 2600 people have been ireated in the TACR dusing the centh of Septenber.

7. G, BALDiR:mN
Ixecutive Cfficer
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