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Co; _q_gd Chronolomh S.Ld Lattallon, ]th L..arn.nesxJ .Decel_ber 1966

1, Ur “gglzgtlon Jatas
as Location: 2al .bub, VG S o
bs Jreriod Covered._ 1-91 Ueceiiver 1960

Co bomLanding Ufllcer, ataff and Cnlef uubordmates. 'A

‘Cormanding Ufficer , , .L:.[‘bUL R.J. ot L.u..u{Y
Executive Officer T HaJ .c*.(z. u.;).LJuﬁuTON
Mjutant - - R T 2st Rede PASCUAL 1-19 Dec 1966
' V5 adlt we B KEDLER, Jre 2u—31 Jec 1966
[ ] Pezsonnel ufficer 0 2dlt KoJ, WILKCGHSON - -
] RPY) Lo e CAYFT LeJo CZLMER R
R T S e 's~;¥:'»;:M.J P Vo WerIlBy Jpe o 0
o-.} : oo T CaRT R CIAEK 1-15 dec 1966
-+ . DAPT sel UAR 16231 Jec 1966
JUive} . o S . . -'_2st J e, WILDUN SRR
Supply Ufflcer cL ‘ 2dLt 5.0, 2aTdBUL
Bn Surgeon . - . Lt R, MOCAULSY USH, (LL)
. o e Lt JJM. BCCLURKAN USN (L) 1631 Jz0 66
3n Chaplain- . - .. Lt LeL. GLOVER U

1 1-17 uec 1966

‘ , L Lt (3z) Derie wE2ERSER 16-311Jeo,1906
Comv e . #T Go e 5038 : ‘
Civil sffairs 0 . , istLt Toie SILLAR
. 1&5-Co .- ’ . CGLpT JoW. L TNRY o
A1 Uo. : o s CAPD Waks CLAFE, Jr. 1-18 Jec 1960
‘_ S Uil itedde Gl 19-31 480 1960
.' i Co L . B2 5 TN N W fUey

"M Lo . o L Gl BUYD

M Lo : U .vi‘un.w. Jg:msul'\‘“

5 atlve of 4 hnli;cgp‘ uvents.

a. Uperation 11.‘3,.;1.5:11’ I was stlll in prOoreSS as tne month o:)ened, contmum
until a1l 3/’7 units closed tneir cowbat vases at 0915, 5 )ecemoer. (aee Couibat
iffer- Actlon icport Upn wI55185TEL I) : o

R ultazm the ;f‘ uﬁ, 1ntens:Lve patrolllng was continued bJ all u.nlts, as was
the interiiction of traxi‘lc on the SONG VU ¢I: by use of.: -vtillery fire controlled
and adjusted by obssrvers on Hill 65. . A= intelligence information became clearer
~and the battalion's 3ersonnel becane increasingly fauiliar with their areas,
ratrols and. ainbushes zained increasing contact, and ii&l f:.res hacaile vetter at-
tunod to the intelligence and tictlcal nlcturos.

C, VI perticular 51;-:>'n1f10an0e weres -

(LY. 'Jﬁrin:g the neriod 1-2 deCem ocr Co I netted 7 Ve I m two separate
. (2) _un 4. Jccerber guokg., ap; wrently fron s a

ahush actions.
o - "f' ooshrved -
at 879576, rtlllch flre idssion netted four ssoond d HFUE@
v @ =~

B Encioseas Q)
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(3) ¢n 9 Jeceiber, a vehicle returning to the Company L € ciio upon A

a VU platoon setting up positions at 943664, The two sarines in the vehicle P&

opened fire, histing nt least threc Vuy VU rstumn of fire was ineffective, The .
vechicle Arove throush the VG as supporting fire fro:i ncarby units causcl the
to break contact. Lwecping wnits failed to regain contact.

(4) ovn 11 sec 66, Uowpany i becaue VrCVE 3rd sn, 9ta harines at 11Ul
for narticip $ion in L)Lnﬂtlun V1 .LIns $he soupany reburned to uslui: of this
ba ttallon on 15 Jec 66,

(5) 3 Co I(-) metion of 17 Jecenmber took place west of :Uill 65. This
naragreph will consist of a narrative of evends by the prospective {(now actual)
C.0y of Indin Co. w:0 was present; by a swuiary of 5-3 Journal entries and re-
narts, and by o third parazraph ofOther inforuation. .

as India Co(-) roved out frow Hill 6% at 170730. ‘The first

platoon led, followed by the UP zrouwp and 2nd platoon. Lioveient was uneventful
until 060G, when the point of the first platoon bezan receiving sporalic sniper
fire from the front and flanks.. Juring the period of sniper fire, the first
platoun destroyed threé barricades approxinataly 200 ieters apart. The first
w~s a Dasboo entanzlenant, which was rerovel by hand, The sccond was :ore firaly
constructcl and wss destroyed by 3.5 fire, resulting in a possible sccondary ox-
plosion, The third anl final barricade was woud reinforsel with barbed wire.
79 rounls fired at tiiis barric~ic producel a larze sccondary cxplosion.
These barricsies wexe located at approxinately 831560, 832559,. and 8268557, shortly
sfter nassiny the third barricads, the lst platoon swuny loft throuth a tree lins
anl bagan cstablishing a blockinzg position running in a half woon (convex to 1)
frg‘ naéﬁbj to 828555, s soon as the first platoon had sgotten into position,:
tha scoond platoon enl tho cuimiand group cuntinucl wving to tac west on the zuad.
&t abut this tiue, Doth the lst wni 2nd platoin were hit by a heavy volwic of
gall arms fire.  Initis ally, it was thouzht that Aall the fire was cowing frou {10 ) ’
wost and north, however, in? 1v11uals in t.e first platoon repurted receiving Tirc
fruo the east as well anl in retruspect it appears that at least o fow worc
glncth to the cast on the point ot 830555, uaceowvigst resistance cuntinusd to e
C.neentratel from the west, bowovers ~nd the 2nd platoon woved down the ruad _
unier covering firc fron its 1=79's ans i=60's. ‘the oneiy broke contact at this'.
Point and snipar fire becace spuraiic uncc again. (fnis can prubably ve attributel
to-the fret thnt the 2nl platoon usel 2 -79's in the load cleuent - keeping up
= continous recon by fire as the .ove cuntinuci)e The schene of ansuver on-
visimel the 2n1 platoon turning off the roal to the south in the vicinity of
813559 aml swecping back castwerd toward the blocking first wlﬁtoon. Pricr to
the cncny M‘blkln" contact, the lst platoon reported roceiving 1 LIn, and a routine
13}evnc wung calle Ihe fire reccived was cstiiated by the 2n1 plpto o coluiande
t?;h’v“ cotie fron 12 to 14 of the enciy. Une was scen to fall on the right flnnk
ant not got back up, Lut the situativn il not allow the iwvenent of a unit
cut t2 the flank to chsck for the budy.

The sceond ple toon and the CP zroup continued moving west al mgz the trail to
sint about 816548, when a troaonious voulune of fire was received frun the
norths south, and wost. The fire sceued to“consist of scatterc? gniner fire from
the flanks, (north and south) ni oasscl autciatic and ssiieautowsatic fire fron
the wests | Thig fire Crntinuel_@t a heavy voluze for abeut 10 to 15 oinutes, re-
sulting 1@ ona. frl ﬂily LL: ~ndrthree friendly ¢il.ts, 6. cortar

;

i

i

(2)
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or rccoh¢bn, ¢ 0
n;nts’ox renctlon unlt,.alcqu te forCes wer iscl. bultnblu L s wer 100" f
' : cont ct in tne oplnlon of G u., Lo I, .

relu ‘OV

tJ (éu) bonts on’ the JUAU VU va, fru 54
boats weru qulto lnlbb “head vech cammflaged .

uurnlng gni rusult ;.y cx'1051on'
: -un. t} }.G ‘8. 9 6 B! t,,lOJ,

"Ao¢ucnt‘0f

the wostua

Cuntnct;”
W 13

% S (8) UTQI tlon
oprr“tlun, WAS CUnQuct
Lt 0700, bo M AT
] 51Lowed at 0800 by “the
- ‘;:Q:, procioded xwtwnrl with wogr

?'v1c.l98555

an'l- slpll
S "'lJ-\.. i 1r}
to ‘[:L;:;e_

when a
IollONLh,"
Leav ing o

, At:
Wit 27 -
11unt1t
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!lIbl on 17 _

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

"J.'utals fOI the:pes ,s.tlun:._

.“il,‘al‘ ”8 . ,' - T s b \Prbl}) .
ngz. 0 o UVUBE D
Vbb. ‘1

(9) “Un- u‘y;' ht of 22 Jcc,

receivel-suall aris fire froul the east an l"nortne}iit; bOumny i un;:,s weré. i

neliately Adisp satched, recoiving no f'r 11e onrou'te. \I(. bm}\e cux'

ot, which
was nmt ;-e nlnefl i )

: '(JO) e st~n3— ‘uwn fm f ffﬁ.nblvc oy orqtlon wnu'm cffect Lur'ing”"ti'xe'-""
neriod: 2/'L700-2LO/OO 'Jcceuoc,r. ‘ne",y:ﬂcuntacts occure fluxlng the perdo: Ha-
Boat tesffic acruss tie JU.h(: VU GI\ "“S:, qu’ flly 1ncrc;=sei,‘ 'znd :anlulle:{ suz.;‘l‘lcs
andl Aarned r,arnonm,l. -_ G SR : ol

'(l’l) _:Un o8 lc_(.m‘Lsr, A LX 3) ¢ ,,; ain L.Cg_lveu su\ll ATHS fl:re, <tnls
time, fléwevci‘, 3 \/'u VTCI‘b kllle oy Ub;.v n1 P rcturn flre.'_’ e

- r

3, ‘)utﬂll ed D ‘Cl”l tlr‘n of :Jl~’nlflCr‘I’1t Evénts-év -

Average Strength: .' Uik - v 32 fo‘icers'_ - UC;I: -3 Uff:l.cu's
‘ ..112'5'En1-isté-'i - Sb unll“t(id

w’cz sonnsl o Lind w1thln S ﬁ,:ttal‘on" 7t1 uarlm.s ag of -

; o ho total LEfective strength-én 31 Deceiber 1966 was
1243, ‘JDu:ﬁing; tlic Uggieiher 139. new pers sonncl wWere joigen to tinis unl't ’
while 81 were -Aroy et frvi the rollg, . & “total: of 28 have. rutated., 27 weTe. Wii,
2 LI., ani T non-;,.:?;t_t,le cus sual tlbs uf widich & hracd Isﬁ:urn@4 tu Lu.ty ny jl J)t.CbIAUUI‘

.thc; to‘t’a‘l{nui:ﬂié‘r.'“c) 2
31 Deceabir 196¢

v

o b. ..L.zlnlc‘tratw x/ 1mux xuunt olb _;_‘qul(,m L,nc:uunuerefi.- —

R < ,.'Inﬁ‘elligeﬁc.é;' :

(l) 30()‘1)"}-1;1"‘&}5‘5‘-" .urmb":tlAc, pcrlof’ 15-21 4)(,0(31 b»c.r a. trﬂnsltlun
o antl-vohlculn:c to anti-p 81 sonnel: idring occured in | ‘the TavR.- There were

né instances of anbi-vieh _uul,wr aaines nclng Lctcméteu or. L.te,ctc,d after, 21 Jchchz
huww(,r, ariti=piersomnel Lotbystraps’ txm during this- pericds .. 1ZLorvung re- "
stricted wovescnt within' the ToUR, - thius naking s x1n1‘~' a.vanta{e,uus in view

xf the C*nnllzntlim L,i unlts by tl“, Wi tcr obstaclus. "

_ (2) Un,it ¢ SHUH ol‘tlun - un 17 uuc«,uuer lf-lb _un «..lem,nt o:. Inlla b‘tli"u‘ly
cstablished: c‘ont’ ot w1th a unit of the 1.-13 Lr Lo cmy at Al 8&1555. ﬂurlng
the contact it was nuto‘ tba.t several of the cneny weTe wearing green unlfo;_L{s
;nl stwl m.lm.nts. ‘wn 21 anl 22 deceibit 1966 a two-b. ipany opcwation in
worehonded a cell lcader-fran the contact on th\, 17 ;th. “This.

e Bz th J_ult:rﬁllj and >1fte1 cxtuns:.ve inter
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were 20 LV, in Liis @uigpany whuv wsre nut acting as. advisursTout wery iy utm,g
along with the vther guecrrilles, :

S wAs

(3) ney vtrength - Whis saue captive also stated tiwt the =1:
now ealled & wnit and bad & stxenofth of 270 en.  .n interrogatioh Tepurd Tk
captive taken west of vur faud alsu inidcated that i U-ldw hed been uperaded
and/or reinforcel though he beld their strength nt two coupanies. Whe figures
given by the first source probebly inclules units of the #4-20 Dattaliun which
urerate with the =149 on occasion, ' :

{(4) Inter iction - Lartive interrogatiun revealed the fact that the
=14 has trken 10 KLL and 20 VL from  artillexy Leing fired at boat traffici
e enux..cr‘:..tel- crussing puints which aluwst identical with those obtained frou a
captive taken by the ThUulit HUL CIXC operaticn. -

(5)  sneiwy lwral e = Interrvgation of all captives revealed th:t izrasle
was luw in all units due tu pocr fuod supply, uelicel facilities, »nd the cunstant
tiireat of artillexy ~ni air, ke W lave besn forced to iipress ien into their

ranks rather than naintain their strength with voluntecrs; the YU are forced to
guard their own pen © prevent then fro.: rallying, particulary uring Liarine
Onerations in closo ="vI«:,gxis'..1it,/ tc their positions,

e Lrnlnlnn;. Forr al training. mclu el training uf 10 Sc.. ut-unl}_ ors »t 9th
linrines Be.out-Sniper Schoul and training of both battalion snd ceigany columnic-
atiins persommel by the on Unaunications section, Wrai ning requirenents for
"’”nunru Were formulatedan prooulgatod, i

e, 5 8C lrll u,,uutlms. .

-

(1) Upexatiun nIob'Ifsuli-‘iI cncluded during hils perivds

e

(2) Gotiany oand platoonesize swoeps w‘are”fregdé;ft, as were sinll Gnit ‘
patrols, o - o SN : T e
fof Vepnanl and b(,ntri’l Br J,.ttfw,lan, Ttn 1w11ncs was L)L(JUN 9tl" ilarlnes

rn ) DCOH 1st Warine vivision. Lleutbn At Loloncl R.Jw U LJ,{Y was in”curuiand
‘:quxhs ut the cwonth.

3 Yluse Uoiled. the oct""n cngag,bL in. by Gong any I on 17 )econber Ut,acrLbod
in ‘.:-I‘r-j; ;h 20(5))conut1tuc4 t e nost Sl{_,nlflC?nt cl\ se G»)mbat.

he  fMre Support, J,gtter,y G, 1st un, lltl‘ larines continues to provide slirect
suppuzt ln TUtetar ”,t”lng fashivn, 1025 UOSLI’Vbl I )un‘ls were fired resul ting :m
19 biats sunk, 18 -;,,,pgeq, 10 ;LI (cunflrhew) L 20 hIa (Pr ;bable/. o

Ie L)"istics;; he IOLFlﬂlLI «f the uattqllon 8 suplllbs and qulpment wgrg -
truck“i ti the CF 2t ial Lic, Ulass I, III pnad Vv 1u1@ WCY e stucheﬂ with''s Lui
ANy ﬂfs Y08 ware Stﬂbllsheu at ench cuubrt bas uhwrtabg of individual
1 wnt comtinucd.,  iLeavy Yains snd severc ruad c. ﬁnltltns placed o scvere
uur”en ootor transpurt equinent (c.gs 80 Lrake shwcs on Fighty - Iite LW
VLCplClu requlrcﬂ IOLlﬂCLwLnt S o e

j'._ .uir‘l)éfc—._l_'lns»;_;.w Iinne.
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i

o z purte hune, exceyt fur :llSSlJnS “in su;oxrt oI wpns
IQ“I anl Sl r,oliioit, previouslty -lescrivoti.

..IJJI

1. Uotzmnic =1 ions - deetrun iC'S‘. i insurs L‘-"unté-?.ble Jdifd icultics.

M, Udvil . ffairs/Uivic fLztiun,

/ g . . . - e ~ ~ N 5
Kl)’ during Vreration SI5LIuLT0 T 1900 refugecs were cscortesl out of
;ine ! griovrt between 3rl #dattalion, Ttk sarines

intenne Valley., Lhis was & Gub
andl 2nd Sqttalion, 5th inrdnes.

(2) Pwo it Uarson Scouts were obteoined and were putlin iircct support
of Lina Cuipany. ‘I‘hc‘/ have beon doing an cutsteaniing job and the Lowsmding
Vificer of Lina hes beon wure than satisfied with their preforimnces ithey have
buen usel on ratr. lS,AblVll .ffairs functions, : ¥ Warfare functions and the in-

._t}grrngntion anl screening «f Villagers.

(3) Frem 21 Jdecerber 1966 tu 22 Jocciber 1966, a two-Lompany vpération
took pkace im the arca along Porth site of the Hong Tu uvias Hiver. s a result
5f the oneration, 120 ref - left that area in twe main increuents, £ e tfirst
left on 22 Jecauber 1966, ant the sceond cn 24 J ceibor 1966,..11 r¢fugess wore

processet through Unl WU District scalquarters, and arc cithor staying with
frlpnds ir neighburing hanlots, or were ploced in varicus refugee Carps begur-
arily.

() un 27 bsec.uer 1966, uatorials errived for a puvblic shuwer Lur the
pracket of duyen won (4) (943663).  Liwa Volipany persinnel are supcrvising tie
I‘I'uJL,Ct :

(5) Hurk started 15 weesuwber 1966 in the haulet of woy iwn, ol ol
Hetriot, (946699 ), ‘the fo ITowing prujocts arc unlerway and gre being supervised
”J\T the 290 Wivil Flairs Gonpanye

(ﬁ) Pathane ; senerator for Jispensery
\h, 3 \thI\,L,/ rublic showers
(c) 3 &turcr; sublic heads

1) "1l and puaip

{6) ielep tutels for the wonth of Joeciber.

TUlsL
44368

T} hLeiisce tutals for the ronth of Decenber,

YLD ' U IL UL UL
4 10 15

re  130/%rgeial Yarfare. iome

A(7)
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. - HEADQUARTERS
t 3rd B 1ttalion, Tth Morines

. " 1st Marinc Division (Rein) FMP:
‘FPO;. San Francisce, Califo mm 96602 : '
o R : B/Fvw/lwk

| L3480
CL . : v SRR T tlv"fA_ i L . o R ‘ L : D&.G 66
Fromt Cummandlng Ufflcer e T o : :
Tos Comandlng Uff:.ccr, 9th Ma.rlnes @
Subj‘_:’ ;Auqumbdt Opﬂrr- 't:an After-.&ct:.on R\,purt Operat:.un MIbebb]I‘l*I ) , \
Roft . (n) Div0 3480.1 & o R 3rd Bn Zih Mar, Log No

‘ . (b) 9th Mqrmbs (bperat ion - }rlnn 125-66

I -t

: QLCOPY #zméf/

1. Codo Nme OpcIn'tlon MIbSBSEPI i
) Q’n as‘a ”égﬁ

2. _Datos j Upcrntlun., 291100h Nov to 050915h Dec 66
3, Locat;cm, DTL DID DlStI‘lC‘t JIANG NtM Prov:_nc@, RVI\*

4. Contrel or C: ~mnm1d h(:ﬂd.gjmrters. J.hlrd Battallon, Beventh Mm:lnes, Nlnth
Marines, ‘

’ th Iﬂnrlncs

... LICOL O'LEARY

- Det, HST, 3rd SP Bn ‘
")Gt9 3rd Enz - Bn - RS s
Det, Scout Dog 1lnt~ \n Sl

Det, HgBn: S

Det, ITT i e '
Co. M. 3rd Bn, Tth Ma.rlnes ) _ , CAPT JOHMSON
~Co. B, -2nd Bn, 1gt Marinecs | - . -7 CAPTEFRATT

CJ. L. 3rd 'ﬁn', 9tk bgrinés © . . . . GAPT NAVADEL

6, Mp(»rtlnﬁ, ]ﬂurccs._ . : » -

A.  ArEillexy. Batt m,ry F 2nd Battn l:Lr n, 12 lk.rlnc.s l)/b 9th larines,
priority of fires to 3rd-on, 7th larincss  Battory &, 2nd Bng-1lth kerines,
D/S 9th lorincs.”” H&I end- Illuminaticn missions fired uffg,ctlvcly. No on-call
or clec dofcns:.vc flrc nissions were fired. . R

b, - Adx, lst MAW nruvmed air support; mcludmg prc-plann d troop and
1of*1stlc heli-liftsy . ollcopt r oscort, and acpial cbsorvotion airceraft. FYor-
fr. rnancc was tincly md coffective, - {Sce comoent regarding acsequacy of nusber
of U:J.rcz."wf’c provided in per 124 nnd l4d)- Fre D-Day reconnalssance ond pro-ii-
hour 1ift of comend -group perscnnel frrm DAI L0C - to ‘AN HOA wided in succossful
m,cmpl:.shmnt uf ; .mlgncd L’llSol( ns. - :

7. Int\ 11151ncg '
&,Mm_wwoo
o pources-of intelliscned, S
. (1) Reports of cnony in the objective erca indicated thqt L\cnl Furce
Battolion, reinforced by an-estimated 150—-200 guerillng, OpqEerbos—i ’

Antonng Valley. In f‘ddltlkmﬁg&ggé}% ﬁirg ;{Pﬁé:tfl A8
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were alle ged. to be operating in. the QUES ~area.u “South of the n'baect:we AP
but able to reinforce existing cnemy; . therc was belisved to be a battalion-sized
clenent of the 3rd North Vietnauese Reginenty a mew elenent, the T-87 Battalion,
and elenents of the T-89- (aK5 402n4) “Bpttalicn, Frlendlyvrc.cummi"“anco elononts
ha.Vo “bserved incrensed eneny tovenent in and arcund the ubjective area. .
(2) It wos onticipated that the cneny would probably be disporsed
tk):fuu[,h()u't the objective area, Lixed with the civilien pupulation. It was
cxpected that hanlets would be extensively fortified and that preparad boxrboring
sights wald oxist in the surrounding mwuhteins. -

_ (5) It wvas felt that tho enomy w.uld adopt vna . L tho £ lluwmg courses’
of action: dcfend une uf thg seversl. he.rJlets ‘and'eall on peinforgonents. in an’
offurt to inflict hcovy casunlties un. frlenrily furces; or mthiraw to the nmm'l-
tains No‘r;é:hcaut and uth of .(.ntcnnn Vallcy. , D

_..&LEQ..BQ. C. nt.,ct th.mubh at the upc.r'tl..n GUHBlStGu of Asc lnted sniper .
incidents. Mo mpjor force was encountered., Information fron captives, rallicrs
and natives of ‘the’iarea indicated Local Force units withdrew to thé Sclth, -and.
that tho last Main Force Unit sgen: in the area passed thriugh on approxinately .
20 Noverber. Local Forcc strength in Antenna Valley is placed at approxinately
100 rien, with Moln Furce a.nd WA act:wlty vf tranﬁlcnt nature. only.. .

D c.. VC

, 3 l‘" ﬂ‘ . .

- ‘ Thcre were no um.t 1«Lent1f10atmng vbtainel in the field, Irterrca
ga.tl n ropo rts of captives’ takc.n during this uperrt:u n had not been forwarded. te
this cormand at the tine of this I‘(,purt’s gubnissicn., The absence ¢f the exist-
ing cppositicn indicates possible prier knewledge of our uperat:.ons or a well .
conceived and exccuted plan of withirawal. Information ubteined. indicntes: that -
the initinl ostlmtc of eneny strength was groater thah ex istlng fo fCGEh

d. Te )

(1 3 g;mm Hill 170 (~T 888382), which" domnn.tc.s western
appronches to ‘ntenna Valley. Hill 144 (AT 908352) which overlocks the primary
withdrawal route to the Sovuth end Hill 90 (AT 935365) which covers. tne pass and
road to the Iasgt.

(2) Obst aclgs. : :

(&) “Extensive fluvding throughout the area restr:.cted units o
foot tmfflc and’ 411 resupply was accomplished by air throughout -the operation.
Rain and low cloud cuver prevented resupply on two occasions. There is a washe
out of the rond at AT 906382 gnd the brid ze at 4T 897387 is only 2 fedt wide at
the most.” Floading conditicns.persist in varying de,reus thruuglmut the rnlny
geasin as does flight restrictions.

(b)  Anti-helicopter- stakes, a.pprux:.uately fiftec.n (15) feut hi h,
with’ bnrbed wire connecting the tops, were -encountered in iF, BUN (4) and (2
(AT 8936 and AT 9036) and-on Hill.170 from AT 683385 to AT §93382. letal anti-
helicopter stakes were noted in AP BAI (1) (4T 14367) and were four (4) to
six ((, feet hngh mthout barbed 'w1re. :

S ( ) ..uccellent concealment ig pruv:Ld(.,u in all hamlets and stream
beds’ by henvy barboo growth. Ali flat ground in antenna Valley is cultivated,
the principle crop being rice, FPaddy dikes provide limited cover in all these
areas. All hamlets throuszh which we operated were extensively furt:Li‘:Led with
trench systems botharound snd. through the hanlets. Flghtmg holés are. locsted
wittiin the hamlets and along trails connecting haulets. Both shelter-type - ‘
defcnsive” caves/tunnels and bunkered fighting pu51tlnna were located to cover

rinclple tra11s, crltlcal terraln features end avenues of approach. N Dcvcml

E (2)
A8 . SEARE R )
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S ’bunkprs ‘were dlsg'ulsed as burial mounds a.nd were integrated mto the edge of a
‘graveyard so that .anertures covered tra:.ls. The.entire, AP BON/AP HAL- area was

) : fortlfied as expected, o . . e
S -(4) Observation and ¥ 1“ields of Flre. ‘ TR
B {a) Observationof the objective area was excellent. There wers

hllls sourrounding the area on. all sides which: afford. observation of “the. whole
* Valley -and approaches thereto.- Flelds “of. fire. were exoellent &ue to the extensiwve
paddy -system. ‘Dead.snace ocourred only when stream beds or: runoffs had ransed
“extensive ercsion,” ~The defense was. favored by these cond1t1rms _ :
‘ (5) Avenuse of ap-roach. = «= - 9
: (a) Primary avenuses of apnroach and egress’ generally folluw‘ trails
. and streams to -the South and North. . ‘The valley mouth -to-the West. and ‘pass to the.
Tast are primary routes- in and- oat of the valleys Interruga b and observationa
indicate the .two minor valleys:at AT 860380 -and AT. Q(059bs ‘and “hé trails at AT
Q805)4 9U55)9 915355 - and GOd}?é W used bv the VL in the1 WJthdlawal from
-~ 4he objective area. - o . Cl WA
(6) Snecial 1 'ﬁ‘achs. A
: E SRS (é) Spe01al attentlon was pald to the sslectlon of possible landlng
zones in the ohJectlves area, . ‘Most of thé: low ground in the. valley ia plowed and
flooded and camot be’ used for landlng zones during: the rainy:seasons ~The abon-

- doned arlstrl“ ‘at AT 879397 .and. the area south of the river,. AT, 880386, is suit~"
able when not flooded and. can accommodate up’to six (6), Ci-46 heliconters. ‘/hen
shove water the road is snitable but is ‘extremely vulnerable to ‘ground fire.
3mall one or two heliconter lanwng ZONas exist-in nost-hadlets -on elevated growmnd

. and uncultlv»ucﬁ naliies, but of: ‘these re-uire the. romoval of aAtl—hellconter
stokes and can be used only for resupnly and evacuation after an’ arsa“is secured.
Tegetation on the high froond such as Hills 170 (a7 88838“) 146 (887367) 144

: .'(90835?) and 90 (935364) is grass and .low scrub wiich will not prohibit the land-

. mv o' ‘r—»llco,,ters.' “One- to° faur C. =45 can “be landed in, all these aress.

- 7 (7 Teathér, ‘Rain and hcavy clouﬂ cov~r erolsted in the operation area
~t‘1rﬁuawout a11-but a very few hours of the operation, - significantly affecting
bota.ﬂrvund an® gir- movament.‘Aierlal resuw ly was rendered 1m00351b1e on two
oocaslons. tg1f;‘.‘

w8 Ilqswon.‘ %rﬂ En( )(Rezn) 7th Farlnes 1enﬂs on ordpr ih de51gnated 17
- at# :cks east through ";ntenna Vallev" to limit of advanc@ ‘to locate and.- canture
Ser d“st“ov ‘enemy forces, suwallms, en ulpment and documents locateld, therein. Be
. prepared to conduct tactlcal mthﬂrawal from obgectlve area by Ioot or helicopter.
Ps anggziw,f Oﬂgnaglgn. On order, on D-Day, execute helxconter assault-into
L7 BLU%, vicinity -AT 880396. -First company landed will secure Las second company
- will move.out immediately %o esfahllsh positions. on’ Hill 170 (AT 887382);_command
- .. STORD, togéther with thiTd comnany, established: CP/perlmeter in AP Ba(4), (a7 -
b80394) Unor comnletlon of landing, assault company establish positions south-
ceash of. AP 834 (A), on “igh’ prannd v101n1tv Y‘ 8843Q9. Contlnue subsequent
att‘c eastwaru oin order. '

.10, ,jxecnt*Od. gt ’ ‘
/v‘ (a) =2 2rg-D-Dar. 34 Bn9 Tth Marwnes was as91gned the m1s31on and foroes
o A\Or“Vlouslv 2 igned to 3rd 3n, 9th’ Narlnes) for participation in Operation
Bt “T""‘]’““I 'bV "ef (b) A bl‘leflnu by t‘onmandwng Offlcer, 9th IIarlnes, and key
st ff merbers on 28 “OVeubex, and a subseguent heliconter-borne reconnaissance
ﬁt tl ObJGthVe area,. DrCQCiud a full br1ef1nﬂ of the ?attallon staff at 1930,

uh
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(b) D-Dav 29‘Lov'1966 AT, L 3
‘ (1) A pre-h-hour Tift of- the Connanu*ngnﬁf_ c
staff membe §:to AN {O{, permitted a personal briefi g ‘of the. COmmandlng Officers

of Co, L, 3rd Bn, 9th lijarines and Co, 3, 2nd 3n, lst'Marines, Company M and the

remalnder of the:comniand group was to be lifted. from D I I0C into L'7 BLUE:

‘ (2) First elements of L/3/9 touchéd down' at.apdroximately 291500H in

LZ BIT raporting negitive enemy contact; one liarine received a aunshot wound in
the les W”lle in a helicopter apnroaching the L7Z.  Company L secured the L7 and

_outnosted both the river bank to north and west, and high ground to the south.

Comnzny L/Q/l was the second unit in%o the zone, and 1mmed1atelv moved out ta
establish nositions on- Hill 170. The Battalion command group and. Company M
completed~the 1ift at 2516452, The CP and night positions werc: established as
followss %/2/1 - 2ill 170. (AT 887382) ‘ s
A L/3/q - AT ‘887289 :
/%/7 - Aﬁ 380595 - e i ;;:“h__ ©
(3) “he hamlhts ocruvied’ uar virtuallv;deSPnted though p0556551ng
mair swcns ‘of racent oovunattonai hanv "80- call d: -"'~

wWaS mawﬁtrznci "™hé -one seotxoﬁ of Slmm fulel vbekofc! landcd ~rith thc bat 110n was
dls*laopd,to T04 “‘s p051t10n, Jhuo 1”‘1ng the’ caoablllty of direct-lay flre
sumort .. ’

(?3 "he bac+allon noved out at 0750? w1th Co. L/3/9 in. the lead -followe
by comiand group and Co; If, Company L was to sweep AP H4aT (5), AT 901379, and the
larce built un a ea to the southeéast.. Connany 1 was to sweep AP BCT (4), 4T

‘900365, and the A® 3OV (2)/‘3/ AT (2) ared, 4T 905363, The camand group woul
join Coseany M upon socurinz of the last-named comolex. At 08005 9th Marines

dlfnctom that the 1re Coordination-Line hetween 3/7 and -2nd Battslion, 5th
1a.ines operating to the east, was established at the 92 T/S grid line.

(?)- At 301100F in 12 2.1 (5), Cotinany L encountered three (3) rellxers
becaring safc-conduct passes. One . of the three was later confirmed to be a
formsr VO ~uerilla, “he others as’ suon~orters. As Co. I moved through their
assigned arcA without incident, Co. L encountered a brief flurry of small arms

firz as ther moved southeast from AP Hal (5). Proupt return of fire sileneed

the enuny whose nwibers remained unkown. 4ll units continued assigned missions
establishing night positions as follows: E/2/l - Hill 170
I T L/3/9 - &7 904365
Y/3/7 - 2T 904355
e v CP - AT 904365
fwv: conta ct waa ronortpd tn;ough the nlght. ﬂ:' . . :
(a) 232,10ec 1965, - Axtensive, search and destroy’ oper: tlons were conducted

‘1n thb arsa. boJern Ql and 92 grld dlines souwsh - of. the main east-west road as Co.

28 %1ockgd to the west and south and Co. L swent generallv sou~h and eastward fro
t’elr nlnht DOSltlonS. Verv llght -contact cons1st1hg of sparh01c har;ss1ng fire

antl hclo stqkos. Unon comﬂln 1on of the Jperatlons, a battalion: pcrlmeter was
s+ibllsnnﬂ vic 904376 Co. 7, remained on ;111 170.
(c) D3, 2 Uec 19ﬁ6. As. search and destroy’ onurctlons comaanced at 0730,
Co, 1 begxw encountering peoplc returnlng to the hamlets in the arca. Iany of

é)U'f ULU

't}wo peonle renunsted to be anwed to evacuate the ar{a Kﬁjt_ﬁ& ‘to have been

(4)
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enlarged by the Vlet Cong. InltlaL STt e rtes—of %He numbcr of peoole wqo would
leave if allowed ap roximated 300, C.0., 9th Iarines prov1d A
effect that 2nd Bn, Sth Herines had encountered a similar, 51tuatlon
namese . povnmnment porv1ded % PP it as esco*t, and the rpfugees,“
westward alonz the maln road.at aphroximaiely 15008, | Cos M- estortel
the main road from tbe southy. ~here. thev net the. westbound column fro
area., The hend of thn column rccolvod sMa ] :

88, ond thu rofugees etavted to turn back
‘( ) with two platoons-was . dispatched.to:
éxcess of 1900 nerSﬁnq- to Lwob*G (RTNG. (L” 855597
night, - ALl ¢ et
The bnttallon Da 2ins te“ WBS mqnnoo bw Co. L :
Co. @ remained on Hill- 170 Tegs tlve cont ct was

'(f) D4y 3 Dec _356

(2) CO. LV'
88535% 88572 559”39 &
clothes-bit no Vi<wexe £o

© (3) Batidalion positidns con_lnuei“
(2)" 5. 4 Doo 196, SASE A N
‘fYL'featHer De”n1ttjng, the oattﬁllon W2s to 11ft from. L7 BLUu ‘com- —
mencing at 1300. Prior to that time 0o, L was to resweep 42 H:1.(5) destroying =
bunkers found on earleir sweeps., Co H would generally tr ce ‘their route to the
sita of their. positions. on the night of D—Day. CO.‘J‘woula dlsplgce on order to
.sécufq ‘the L7, “Thé com-and ‘group was to mové wih Co, L S ok
- (2) AL proceeded as plarned:’ at 1000 Co..m moved.” outwiﬁy 1% and

aRS CDAﬂBHPGu their move by 0800H., By- 1230? A1 units .resdccupied their D-Day

night. - UOSllenS. f .en wcathe“'prevented extrcctlon, Co. 4;.wus returngd to Hill

1705 Co, I, L pnd i3 of*:hllghc“ rlgﬁu p051,10ns v1c “1 874395.7 Legatlve

chemy cont- ot WAS reaorted. o : T RORF SN

. ( h) “D+6y 5 Dee 1956, - - : LT

. (1\ .- At 0700 the oxtrzctlon 11ft commenoed
“Out followed by 0o, I end the ‘conizand group.
2nd hocone OFCON 2nd Bn, 5th Harings), .
tha.last unlts cloav*ﬂ the LZ; all urlts had ret‘rned t
o9l _ A R

110

.(a)
(c ' ”on—bat 1@-11
;(2 “nenv losses.

(i\ VG KT X Ebrob\ 3

2 (o) Vo s vonf) -k
(o) VoS : SRt B
(&) voer - . g

*Notey VO KIA/(PIOBJ were ffom-grcuﬁd;.l .%111¥ ;"‘ 1A.: “:. ,
o T @N@MSSRHE@

| I\OOENO\\( Ac "\'o CNC.\.OS\)(‘LE Q
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..5 uis Zquipuen uat,e_l;_::@_;l,__&_‘a,pjﬁu_r_ei :
-1 radio,’ ¢ivilian- type;. w1th (2) bw ba_n
_'1 carbine mockup " L
o 4 Ffuzes - for. 60w mortar '
B 5. pagenda documents

o Q@ :...g gmgnt[lvgter_;,l Dest_z;gzed,

TN D10 Ba30ts ' »
' 115 dupules, antlblot:.c
10 Bandages = -

' Minor quantitiis of assorted medloa.l supplms
d, @} Fortifi _,atlongzub stacles Destroyeds -

.. B0 antl-hexlcOpter stakes located AT 890382 and AT 698564
2 caves, 25x4x5 foet at AT 902578. o

1. ‘\dnmlstratiog nat ’g;g. Admmlstratlve plannmg appeared to -IEVe-"been gen- .
- erallv adequateo ' . ; o -

= i (o) Treet ent of oasue.lt:.es. lucd-evac was tmely and- effectlve.

{d)}) Im gnsport tion. - Trmspoxtatlon into -and out .of the ‘objective area wa.s
by he;.lCOptel‘. “éntedequate’ number of vehicles were a.vallable for -tk uove into
the area.’ Eight helicop* ters . (Ch 46'5) were used for extractlon._ "This number
dwindled to three befors the 1ift was completed, e.nd over two hours were required
to complete the movement of 400 troops.‘ This is excessive.in view of the fact
“that the -personnel in thls zone were eA'posed to snlper f:.re durlng the last hour

o _‘,of ‘the- 1ift, - - : - ; R : : .
-~ " (e)” Comunlcatlons. No problems encountered. i A
(f) “Medical evalustion, Despite extremely:wet- weather, ;.mL .ersion foot Te-
. Hained a throat rather-than a probleu with only one evacuee -reported.‘ Close
' att ntlon A '1_11 1evels of conmmd was stressed and was ev:!.dent.

: 13. 5’3eClPl.urul ment_and J.ecn 1gugs. Coe e :

" & Scout dogs- were used ing sweeps of v:l.llage areas.. -While no notable
LuUccesses were clslmed the dogs were helpful in sedrchmg ou:t tunnel/cave
couplexes.

S
14. Comm,nde*'s Anslysis.
© &, ‘he aElllty of :the battallon to funct:uon well is a. tr:.bute to the unlts,
ccrﬂ'e,no.ers and’ staffs :anolved. %}E "M had arrlved from. Operatlon RIC BRLVO
only tuelve hours befors Operatlon MISSISSTFYI;- Compa,nles L~ and’ E had never
o c;)eratc,d undex: 3rd Bn, TR Har:mesv and had only the: brlefest of onontact before
©tie operation- corn»§erlced d-a high’

‘moﬁ"e avide ~1t throughout SR
The: support of I ;atlvely [
. 'tuOI‘Oth and flexible, Rcsupply of- clothmg, pe.rtlcularl_,r boots and s:zcks, and

‘Weapons Llalntonanoe pterinls must be- avall ble,

(6) I A
H ( @Nﬂi n‘$§f}£‘t’!@5*

- -u-u,,_‘
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¢. Problems were encountered during tactical troop liits. During the
gxtraction 1lift it is necessary to provide L4 security, tactical dispersion of
lifting units and formation of heli-teams consistent with tacticel requirements,
wiile mininizing tiice in the zone for the helicopters. In order to facilitate
accomplishment cf these ends, HST tenms, Fil teans, TiCP and unit commanders all
carefully plan the movenent. During the extraction of Coupenies L, M,  and the
comand group, the zone was secured and in recognition of the dlfflculty of
troops crossing the wmuddy paddies, landing spots selected for the helicopters
which would plece them neer the troop locations. Security of the zone could -
thus be assured until the very last ninute, the troop units phased out of the
zone, and tacticel control meintained. In ractice the helicopters ignored
the spots, landed clase together in places apparently of their own chousing,
and caused = bunching of heliteams in one small area. Tactical control was ren-
dered virtually 1nb0331ole° HST personnel attempting to direct helicopters were
frequently ignored., 4 well-timed mortar and automatic weapons attack on the
landing zone would have taken on extremely heavy toll.

d. - The extraction 1ift of less than 400 personnel took alnost two hDurs
due to an inadeguate nwiier of helicopters being provided. Eight CH-46 heli-

copters started the 1ift; thrce completed it. A rapid extraction is essential

to ninimize the effect of enery reaction.

15. Recommendations.
- a. That preliminary planning stress the necessity of landing zone procedures
on the part of beth ground and air persomnel. Froper tactical troop 1ifts can
be accomplished only by thorcugh planning and execution; air support wust be re-
gsponsive to the ground unit commander's requirements.
be  That Lsi support be adequate to meet all forsceable contingencics in-

‘cluding weather, lengthened duration and equipuent repair. It must also be

gl n)_lble and sble to respond to chenges in troop dispositiens on short notice.

| UMELASSIFigw
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Operation Overlay to Cperation "CLEAN SWEEP"
MAP, L701, 1350,000, Sheets 6757 III, 6756 IV
Time Zone: H
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