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COl.1l'l;lJ1d Chronology, 3r'd Eattalion, ItJ1 f!8.rines, DeoeLber 12.6.§. 

~. Vr:{wization .lata." 

e' 

a. 100 at ion = .D,~I 100, iff:'; 

b. lieriodC.vvered:+.:-31 :UeceEii.)e~1966 
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Ul'OuL R. J. u j'Ll:L.L'tY 
l·!.iw 1!'. (il- :J..:J,;).jH:3 lruH " 
2dLt j:t.'J. l)~~SC U~~1-19 :Jec 1966 " ' 

"2dLt ''I. I!J. ltElLLEJ.i, .Jr. 20- 3:\. 'jec 1"966 ' 
2dLt ' l~. J. \IIL1GRSIJI~ 

, (;,~'J; T .L.J. C. ;::';'~i)J;R , 
" '" <·h:lJ 'P.Y4": '"tIIT,~,Jr~ -_, ' " 

C,'.!-"fJi.l:j. Gr...\~ti( i-15 .0e61966 
.c,~T .;~,,1. ORa 1&.31 Jeo 19,66' 
2dL t: J ~ .i. \vitsUlf ' 

, 2dLt Jil. (; ~" ~tj~Tli:OUi' 
Lt H. 2\ l'CG!lU1:flum,~ (liD) 
it J .jYl. 1,1)CLU.di.\))N USN (l~:r.: J 1&31 ho66 
lit L.L. GLUV:i:,i U:£ij 1-17)eo 1966 , 
lit (jg) .).'·i. j;.'[~Y,~::{;,3bl:\ 13- 31, Jeo- ~96~ 
q :~.i.·'r, G. './. h0"SS 
lstLt ':; ... \. l:·;IL1:~:a' 
C".l'T ,J • '>/. :.:~ ~£l~RY 

GU!'i",V.H. C:L.~il-', J'r. 1-:-.18.09C 1966 
LU.i;'I' Ji.i'!. U;.,d .. ( 19-31 ,Jec 1966 ' 
0':.1-"1' .lJ • .J.Jv .. :U:L,J.\j 

v:J;"i!·'i' • .i3uYJ-' 
li,.r'll.i:':' '4. Ju;u~SJL~ 

", 

2. ~O'~:E~and.er!Ll'; l~-:ua.tiv-'LQ_;f:Ji~nifica.nt:;'vents. 

a. Operation l:~IS:jISj'n)~I waS still in progress as the month ,o.pened, coritinuini3 
until all 3/7 units closeJ. tneir COlclba,t Gases at 0915, ?; )ecemoer. (dee lJouoat 
;Ift er-,c tiori J-GPort ~ upn l;J::J;j~3:3lt'.L I): , 

b.'iJitbin the i:,U:.-i, inten,sivepatrollii-tg Was continued by ,qll units, as was 
tbe kter-liction or tr~ffic on the, :'30lJG VUGl~ by use of :;~~.tillery fire controlled 
l3.I!d Fldjueted b,Y oJsGrvers ,on_ Eill 65. .;ls intelligence inforraation became clellrer 
l1l'ld tlle battalion's jJersonn'elbecau6.increasip.g1yfRJ,;iliilr with their ar(MS, 
p~trols ;lU,i al',bushes ,;s8.inedincreFlsing contact, I1!ldh&.I fires bGCal:cJe better at­
tuned to the intollii;ence and trictiCql pictures. 

c. vf lJe.:r·ticular significf'tllce were. 

(1) Jurin's the period ;1.-2 j~ceri0er Co I netted 7 VC hI'. in two separfl.t~ 
a>bush P.ctions. 
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(3) On 9 :J"CQiiDer, n vehiclo :r'otu:::nin(; to the C,jLIP::~Y 1 L.L'c'~:,"G uIJon :'/ 

[/ /;' 
",' a V{J plai;oon settinG up positions 'it 94366 .. ~. ifhe two ,':r'lxincs in tho V'chicle: 

openo,i fire, hitting "t leAst threo V\,;; VG r'eturn of fire waS in13ff13ctivv. ~lhG 
vohiclo drove thr01J.i;h the V(; as supj)ortinJ fire froil noarby units Caus'ol th~ ltV 
to '0reo.k contact. ;JWGGpiniS >lni ts fn.iled to regain contact. 

/' 

(4) Un 11 jjeC 66, Go;,IPtl.ny .1.\0. 'been;.;G 0.i:-Cv}; 3xd :On, 9tn h.:rin0s elt llUltl., 
for pn.rticip:, idon in Upo,:0.tiun ~T,":'it1Id;; the 60J~Jp8l1Y returned to v..;01.:J." (;£ this 
';)r1ttI11ion on 15 .:)80 66. 

(5)1 Go I(-) ::',ction of 17 JGOQi:lb",x took phce WGst of idll 65. 'this 
:"flxI'l;;rpJ?h will consist of I't narri'l.tive of events by t118 prosp8ctivG (nowr-tctual) 
(;.0. of Indil1 Co. \~l:o Wi,S Ilres81t; by a Sll1,:i:iary of 8-3 Journ;:u G!1tries ;-"nd XG­

ports, FlJ11 by 0. ti1ir,i IH1.Xflgr·;,\ph ofother infor.,;qtion. 

It. In:liA. Co(-) novoj out frol.l bill 65 at 170730. 'fho first 
pl'1toon lod, followed 1)y tho GP ;;roup ani 2nd plrctoon. liovQi.;cmt W8S uneventful 
until U9CG, whon the j)oint of the first pl:ltoon beJan rocdving sporo.:lic snipor 
firo fror, tho front AXl'i flc:nks.· .)urinis the periui of snij)Gr fire, thG first 
pbtoun ·lGstroYod throG Dnrr'ic,,:1Gs I1Pllroxii.12tGly 2(:0 L:8tcrs np!:trt. The first 
vias A jf", __ bo~) entF1.Xl;:;loLl3l1t, which wetS ~Gl:'iOVG '1. by hf\.nd.. 'rho s3con1 Wi:1S ;::0.1'0 firi.ily 
gonstruct01 lin·} i-l'''.siostroyo;l by 3.5 fire, resulting in 11 possible sGCOnl~lry JX­

plusion. 'fho thirl qnl finp.l iJn.rricq,iG wr'lS WQG'i reinforoel with bA.rbod wiro. 
t;J":79 roun ls fir·e·'\. 0.t this ")arric"l.o pro,'lucel !1 larg'o socon .. bry oxplosion. 
Thoso 'uarric,''i..es .Ioro loc~l.td, 0.t I".PI)roxillA.toly 83~560, 832559" FJJ1i 828557. ::;hortly 
p.ftor pnssin:s th" third oar:ric"'.1.o, th.:; 1st J)lf'.to,:;n 8\ron:; 18ft throu,~h i'i.trGG linG· 
p,n1 b');';-",n cst''1'blisl1in,j It b1ockin--; positi;m running' in A hAtlf l:lOi;n (convex tn 1;',1) 

/ .fTo.).C t)2-G553 to 828555. '.8 sli:m p.s tho first plnt(Jf;n h"1(l (~ottGn into posl tion, 
tho'sGc.)ni plF, teem ,sn:ltho C·) __ ,;J''1Di gr'~up cuntinuc;.l ,LNin,s ttJ tj,lG WGst ,JU the ~u: ... .'l.. 
/:,t aD 'ut thi~ tiLlo, i::j~h the ~st :ceni 2nJ rl>\t',J,::n woro llit l~y a heavy ':,JluLi0 of ;' 
sil;-111 ,",,-r'LiS f1.ro. Irll tl'llly, l t wr:.s th)u,;ht tnFlt ,,11 the f1.rG Was c.')J:lJ.l1'; frJl~h0, 
west and nurth, howe-vor, in~ivi [u!lls in t.,G first lJle,to,m relJurte1 rocGivin.,; ftro 
f-r"Ji.i tile GFlSt'iS well an,l in rctr'JsJGct it appo"lrs thqt lot lea.st r,t fow woro 
j!ifi-cho,i tv tho O"l.st ,,:,n tiw l)'~ int :::,t 830555. t"G:'viest resis tanco c,m tinuGd td '~)O 
C hccntr'1t,3 i fr" .. ';' ttiO WG3t, j,'J,)w(.'Vcr, ,;n,l thc-l 2n,1 plntuvn l:luvod iltJWIl thll rUed 
un:cr CJVCrini; fiIi.J .fr,.;;,' its L,-79'8 Fln __ , 1 .... 60 t s. '£he ..)no;.w br)kG c .. mt;,ct at this' 
;;.lint <;n'l sni,ll',~r firo 'ClGC", .• O spiJrq,dc .Jnco fl,:sain. ('L'rds can prvb.llJly uG ,c~ttributl.:d 
b 'tllG fnet t~.lrlt. tl' . .lC 2111 1'1. "t;)un USed .. 2 11-79 t 8).' tho Lni olOLlent _ kOGDin(" Ul) 

t ' .. f" '. J;;, J: 
:0 C,:,TI J.lll)US r'0c()n D~T lrc qS tho, ,UVG c:)ntinu01. 'fho sOJlona ,..if j.;anGuvar on-
\Ti~'li ,nc 1 tllG 2n'l ,,1,.. t'hn turnin'5 ~,ff tho rc)').i t() tho south in tl~0 vicinity of 
81.35,',9 :->;1111 8w0o:c:in,s i),qck CFtstw>r'.l t:iw-".r,l tho bl()ckin~ fixot platoon. :i'>rior tJ 
t~l() 011':;::1 ;':;rG;,kini; cGnt~:ct9 ti10 ls trIll to en rOl1~)rto,1, r-ocoivind I' KI.'I, RJl i 11 routine 
; :,;:'kv,"\c '.:"18 C011G~1. l'h0 fire roc oivol WFlS Gstii,::ntwl b;! UN 2nl pIp. tom cO;'::';.a,tHl0r 
tu ;hrV.J C.iUG fI");' 12 b li} ·.Jf tho ono;iY. Une WA.S soen 'tt) fall I'm the right f18.nk 
lui", not .:,;ot bn.ck uz;, out tho situntLm ,IiI nGt n.111)w tho ijt)VGl'.icmt (jf A. unit 
uut t:; tho fL',nk t;) C L1)CK for tho bu'ly. " 

'1'l1a socoirl pl:' tocm M,l tho CP ,!ruu:;:l continuG'l. j:,oving west Al ,)ng the trail tu 
P, '~!;int ,,':l)ut 816548, wl10n '1 tro;:.on-1,)US v.JlUr1G of fira WAS rGCeivol fr<A:l the 
n'rth, s~·uth, p,n'l l:"est. rho firo SGOLOi. t:) "consist of SCf1ttoro', snber fire fr,jJl1 
ti+o flrnks, ,(!1uxtb 2nd south) ;n-=i.. ;,>,-8801 <'.utc;;atic an'l s':Y,i-aut0i,;atic fire froD 
tho west •. 'l'hi.s nrc c t;,ptinllO 1 $t f.l hCilVY volu:.lG f)r f.lbuut 10 tel 15 Llinutes, rG­
sultin/~ i.t;l 'm,,) 'fricnUy :'G,~ ,"ni ;thrGG frLmily 'iL f S. 60,,";..1 ,:;ortar '1-79 .' , ! 
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r~ \;~~~" ~@@,'~,r:fffim" ... ··,i: .• ~. ' , W~~~~~Ill.u;.lW." ",;" .,;::.'~:--,,;:~ .. :' 

,., c. Ibil", this {lction 1i's going on, 1.;1" ,£,I'I.':'S fully X'~r~,-llY;";11~:i,.y·:~~.ing to .,~b", 
Cmx,p,ny 1'1, "(.]hieh. i'll',' CQ01'Grr~tG'1 \dtli...l!26 in .l'ctivitiesr,llQ~,tt18 ,.~~)~jt~}'jq?1:ID(l:4rY;j '. 
"~r~S GnI·oute. t(i); In Gl'., , hn -1. (;. G. Co r' rGqriost,~-:l,or" rccoi,i.i.lended·: np'y',re~nf()·rc~~·::. " ".' 
Elentsor"i-.ehc tion unit 9n.(lequi',t~ forc 138 ';"GI'9 .1"'U is,o:l. ,buHQ,b],.S L.l.~I3, wGre:}~o. f~:r. " " ;' 
rGuove~\?fi-o;:, tlw ~c ,HI [~dorrt;;lct:in' th& oj~'in:iQilOf V. 0~, tio T.' " ~: '''; " " 

I ~ .' ~ . 

. (6\1~~te in 11;; IlfteJ:ijovn of 19 ~~¢d;';LJer an ~~G"obsG:tv·e(~·;.~p~,~~~4::~t?l.Y. ,-:,' 
sixty (60/obodsorl' tbe Ovl~tt V.n \,tI:~~,frOi:~·d9b.54'3,~o bl~5A4<"::.J0y~rEi+uf,the .. 
'boA.tswGrc: qui tolr>T'·'O:ll,flH,d 'u G<.:n cP" .. u1ti.agQd:(;)xt8H8·ively~··. :vbS8Yve,1 <JItill~rj".,:.,,>:· .. ,: .. 
firG ',los'troyec1 ·el'e~8~ ,b6ftts, Ji8avily :.lftj'J':601.::rli'ri'(.';.'.i()~'6ijoft'·f.oui:' struct~·QS'··:·; :::',' 
i,ur' n-in"'.'"Il·f1 r' "sult·.'·"~ ;n··' s"'.co'n'·'·''''y eX]' ':l','s·~o·n··;"':'''<·'· 1 '''co .:';:;',~, ...... "".' ... ,.,: .. ; IJ ..,1,..;"'1:):;':" \.~ V· 'd· .... ...L.·'P,. \J . d .. (~,L .', i·~....,...... .....'.' ....•.. j. • .. '.' ,," " •• ,' 

; '. . Un: the·sFOq',:VI,jT.;, ~': fOI:rl, :site. ~li!f?" :'i9v~elbl!G(~ ::,~ t \ e6757?, /wii:ich'.wtJulJpet:Liit. 
tho:> v18st~;'lArl :,;O~;j0ntvi'" :~r;~ckoii v0hici.Gii ;frdLi £1i11 65~ "., . . '. 

I, . ,"., . 
:,' ....... , '-'.~'. ~' •• , t.~ • .':<"·').l;":-.': •. : .. \~ .. :-,- "I.r: ..... ~; ,,':~~:~ ... : 

''(]) ,,~t 2019/t5L riD CL·r,til:ldciil 20 ,IT\; ,.'o!1g,fitse,la squrd fro!.-t (J':;'<je,31. fit' ;.' 

95869:8, firlng>(t'oil:-the sOllth 'siic ':of ·f~,'t:CEd.l':"'LS :tlHi ,sqiini-i-';"l!;,s' l.!oving on, their .. ' 
hight';pf>. trol ·route .. .<., .. ,/;ft:G'i··'~Fln.,.;e:il'Ch" .. rig:G·:ol"be.2.vY~· sl:'Ifi.ll·'·e;rns:· fiX'G 1 . thG.NC,broklJ ..... , 

:,:.·.~t,il::~!:;~!~~~~:H~~~~~~~~.:t~~!tt~Y:.;' .. ~~~:,~i,?;~!;~~~!~~~iri~;t;~~ir~~s 
"_ T~.0i1. bi Co(ir,'8nt h; .f. ',,: .•. ,:' ',,'.,( ' .• ',-" 

(8) " l:Jl;or-2~t~~n.';!jjIG':i'~I:E~'n~H,<".a. ~~~;d4:~~_te'i 't,"-o-Co)i~i)~i1Y:·.~~arCh p,n'lllu.stroy 

~pcrFttion, v'As 'corr(tuctd~'l/ tY"3'rdc i3n·9"7tll/i'18rihes.:6h:·21;'22':Je6·~i'iber •. ' , __ 
,:.~ t ,0700, Go .f~ I'I)';lll'tuon>:"roIr:.I:tGrl J;liJ.:·J; .. ;t6,. 'hG~1'1uJ.-rf'}'i:~,y?::,wcstwf1r::L on itoute 

::L4,follo',r0(1 R-b oeoob;/tho rCE"..lnkr"'ofIJ6 ,HT\~,'<:with: .. E' .. light section c)f tfi,nks, 
(joJ;"Ii!·I:;.rieb,0Eirle.i 1,!GGtvlP.rd ·,wi.th .ncgfltivG, contict'~· , .. ', .' .... ,.(\! .','" 

'(;9'i' U I ,iRp(q,cd.·in'L_~>1i'(;~9 v.ic 198555 a::t.-092)t:.,~",:q~::i~;ti~g .~oga.t:i;\tc .co:nta~~. 

;Ul ~~~~ t1~~r~G;~n~~~t\~t~~~?~;):;:.~P.~0~l ~1J~;.'6~:~;·' ph' ;~{,~i~i~')'rt1'itgeh~c~~~!ari'~,t':;)'" :.",: " ,~,);,~.~c 
·:3)~;prn/~;ics.r:ii'qr;fix-8' W;;$ r-Gc2ived'throU;jhou,t 'th0'dfly:<f':lis' .'scvGi:Al'boobY-"" . 

'\,l'1'\1.ni:v'.,'·c'T'GJ1P;{iG's;·;tri.;1 r.r-tilleiY ~l.uc'Cs';;er·8. Cli~C()'v'Giei:,;:md;.':il'b\jpriAtea·:.' Iii':tivirtuRh 
rtrll. 's;;,,,,,il gI'tmI's: rjf VU ;,,~!·e~hsiJi-'vc:.t,on rjcc~~"{~n,' ~;"i:~ 'li);ig ;~i:ge ~ • fire' 'vf-,S'>:' . 
c ",lld,l in, ' :m t x ?SlJ.~ ts" in:.' l.KJ·S:t instances· coulrl.not'QG· eV:tlluFit,c':lby f?90-rcr1 ~~i1ff1 

~~~: .. 
. :t. 1 (45L, 'Vo.', l" JisGovGrerl rt lEtHW"·""I·OUI.' uf, l;ou'·le l}iu."ili·.!' ,in '", .1;·;,,,°0,'1'; of' . . 7'~"" ,J ,., _ ," ,. '"', , ........ '1::;' . . ' 'J 0 c ... .L ('-l> • 1.4, 51 

wnO,l 2'clF\L::iG'i to :llG G:;,v .Jc,I'l'rie:.ts~":'·:;.ft'ih,:initirtl;·intiJIViewthcir true', 
. ' '-..."'.", -'r',," "". ::-.:"f' " '_,',"/ ".-_'.' .' " .·t~ .~l·\l· ".'"'~.' <...,}~ .... '. ,"; :, •. ,,,., ' .. 

Hontity ,\v0S. Sl£SI,,;;;ct •. "Thp, 'j)istr'ic't:Ylllef,': .J~:.r 1v,(; Distr.ic t.'~ns r:.i~nMcjtcd,· l'le 
• , . • , " '. .' , " •. j" ~ '. ,.,". " • ~,' "' •• ' ,..... 1] . 

lG(tY'3S+,oI~.; tl,lO ;,.6n1-:3:IJo ;hol'·.i ',(c.r;f:uriYwr 'iii;.ter-view;:~, l"i,;,:{r·ict:lon:re·s.ulterlfrun, .• , 
this 8n 1lwhdh' ·wut.lt1lor 'i~ro\TSD:t'G(tjf§ trict·oft:ic i;Jis:'fri:/"i"~rri~;-ing' ~t' tho'G o' ';"1';,' 
(J~~ '. 'n',' '~lj'3"if+6I:!f~g::',j L 2-'2:' ':)6 C I ~ ;~;~~<)?~~~8't~ ': fpti~:,:'$~ i~f/~ q~~~ 61

;t(5 ,j:1,te;·. }/ilDS\~; .. ~b,;~:c'~,·,.· :' 
co,pnnyth9FlP4in~.s '.':C28 tW2.r',~ wheri': th ey L'ft. th6. flI'CR.). • ·,Oc.c" s'ianai' .. btU-s'ts' o'r.. ,~: '" 

.. !'t. :, 
, " .~ .. 

.. ~:. · "·.·~·.~~~'~;~rci~ii:, .. ~~~.~'tW"'!i~~:!~r::. 
~. ~' , ',]' ' .. ";" ,r.-,,-
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L till'lt 1U tV.'.b:I'.,l beon ui th l,is 60 li~ COF)rll1Y on 17 lJoc.' , '. , 
tho o;')cr'1tio]J conclu:i.Gd ,F,t 221745L :~Jitll' ali unitsr·etuxnint{ t2"kGir,j;:0sitiun~ 

l:..I.~ •. " ,0 
\H;...·e 
1~.21 ,0 

5 \pr-.:T/) 
5 

, .. ,.f: .. 
, ..... 

,,',I '" 

'I _ .' 

1 
.. , ":', 

,,'. '.- ':.:. ' ";:''' 

(9) 'i.)n tl~b night"uf 22-:;;Gc,::th~; J:,ei~"el;),ll~'i!1~t~)f,'.u(li'.(3}V~L6b~',.<'· 
rc.coivo f·SJ.iBll Hrns ,fir~ frul.i the en"lt aIld'nurthoil8,t. \jOdJ!Hny l.unit;s ,wor6. i!i~ 
ueUi1.toly UspA.tch(Yl, receiving- no firo"wl,ili3enroute. ''iv ,bruk~C()~1~:ct9 ,:,bicb e, \0]<',8 nc:t,~eg8.ine1.. .,,' ' " ' . .-' ". ' ' -,:::, 

,'(J G)' ,,':. st',~nd~lb\yn'fr-o: '·bff0~siv~·'~r'~rRti()~S.Wi'~ '.in :(;ff~ctilui:Ln~tthe" 
rer,L):'\. 2!1070.o:.26~7o.G ')eCGI'lper. ' ~ HU8n(31W'C,-llltElCtS occure.'l dU,l;ing:tiH; .l:,e:r.iod:~ 
::3(.) qt tri,ffic "ncru ss·tfro j~l~li: ,yU~GI:\wqs l>!~lco;l1y' incrop.s·el,'·flllii'inclUtlei su.p:cdics 
Pen,' 8P,'·d q;r"'orllol' , I,"~ i, ' J. ~1. f • •. 1;:: ...... ;.).' ."J, •. '" .. ~. ', .... ' 

. ",: 

(11) ,On .2f3 .:.Jecout.er; .'.1 l'Y, 0) p.gain r:-:,cGive;~srj,~ll rirlJS fir.e~', this' 
tille., 'Lc;:WGV ,,:t, :3 vl;~Tqroki~iodo.YV8d:;, l.~n'1. liL" roturri 'fi:pc~ .,' ,. 

, ' , 

3. ;)Qtf'iL;';, 1)~;r:Jcri;tion'Q r;j{;jll:lfic "tit E.vents:, , 

"'YClrago 'jtrongth 32 Uffioers 
,,11~$' ];nlist(i"l, 

U:..i}: 3 yfficors, 
56 ';;nlistGa 

e:~i°i)~~!~Z'0~~~6~:,·t~'~p~~:~?-n~;1!~nt~:~;~:n~~,~;~:1~t~!!~i~O~k '~ihj~~j~:~;'~';6~f,,~s 
12/+3. Dur'ine; theti0nth of . .bGCGl.J):0r 1~;i'ri8~perS{)nnGl~lOI·8'Juir,lO,~.;l.to tL:j.sUnit , 
wJ:li1c 81' ~orG·ir~:,;. Gi,:l'fr;;): •. ,tll.O .t·wlls .. ; ~:.'t0tal 'ui: 28, hr:wo rut'atodi.~. 21 w.Gro \JIA, 

2 l~L~, 'an,~ 7 nun";,J,>.:tt1e C';,:sUal ti08 ~if"w,.!ich 41lf:l.t J:'tj,iurnedt u ,tlityby 31 .JJecU/.;iJor 
1966. ' 

,b. 
", 

c. . In toll igorice •. 

Ci} , :Fiin0Fc)1::1. 'B()()hj-~tr~is:;. "'Lud,ng~i the"pc+,io'1115~21 j)GcGJ~lb.or~ A. trF'J1E!ition 
frli A.l1ti..;vohiculp!r toeJ).ti:"p~JG()nil61 ;.iiid.ng- occtirc,iinthe 1J.',!~I.IH..' ',(here, were 
n() inst;'DC0f;, of nnti-vdAc.'ftil"r ,L;fu6s hdri£:'~etunp.t~;l(irr:~tElctod aft~r, 21 ~ecGl:.i0CI 
h'-'wover~ n.riti-;:lG:z:s(mnelh()i~;'.by ... tr.apstripiGiI ;ltiriilg, thispaio'''.,. ," ,lfliJO,ting, r~ . 
~tri'?.tor1 (,Qvc;'.Gnt within ,'the'r~,ul1." tLus llriking "u"'Linil':g A.'lvl1!ltFtif,GUUS in view 
uf tbG c';"Daliz;\ti';Jfc'lif 'uriit$oy the 'htcroostaclus! '. , 

( 2) 
(; S trJil ishd 

-'--"~~ - , -------
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Wr.J:r:~ iigitt;i..nC 

(3) :mGLy ;;trGngth -.1.'his SHl,LO CHi-,tivG ,nls0 st;lte,t. tilHt ti18 c ... L~,~, "IFtS 

nvw cnllocl :'. tL.'1it ;:'111,[ b",l a utrcDgth uf 27rJ ; ,I,m. ..n inter'ro,;;:ctiuil r\:Jl'l.,:it/,fr~L 
" c::\ptivG tnkcm illest uf lJur '.L'..1..1:i. i-~lsu in iiciltUfl th~lt t.lU {~-14.i.l ha,ltJcun uJ\~:udell 
py,,'lj,)r reiniur-C0l. tlL",:t~;h 1-.e heLl -Chair str'ongth ~~t tw,) c')i.ipanios.''';:ho figuros 
!jivon l)y tho first source prubp,bly inclu:los units uf til" ~1..20 jnttRliun which 
UrGr~ltc with t~10 ~-l{f.LJ (,n \iccasivn~ 

(,'J.) Inter ictif)n - L;n.r,tivG interrog9.tiun ~'(;voFlled Ute f?.ct that the 
l,t-:-1/f bns trken 10 l(Lj f1wt 20 1/L fr\.il,l FlXtillery being fired at bont trA.ffic~ 
lie enuner,'1,te'1 crussing Fuints wilich ''111.1ost i rlenticnl vlith those obt;:dnerl frurj ,~ 
c8ptive tnl~en 'oy the fl'h'tJvl.i'J. !)UU UIX oper?ti0n. 

-,_,_" ~.--o-

(5) ""nel'S' h,I'ril. e ... Int,errogntiun of p~l C[~lltives rov6ftled thdi;,::_n11e e 
W8.S h1'l jn dl units1ue t;,; l)oCr fvoil SUI'l"ly; i.iG~icpl fp.cili ties, i'nd the cuns tFtnt 
tllr-08t of p,rtillery >'.nol ;:dr. lhe 'vli 'bwe, bo"m fur-ced to iL.t[.ress i1en int·) their 
rFl.Ylks I'nther thnn Llt,intain their strength with v"lunteors; . the VVare forced til 
f?uarr} tlieir uwn Lien t. rrevent theu fI'I!.) rn.llyint;, 'l)(1Xticuli't:r'y,~ti:r'ingl'i('.rinc 

Operations in clGso ]:,:r(}J{ir,ity to their positilms. 
. . 

'1. 'i'r!iJ.inin.s~ Porni'll tri:dning· inclu::~o/l trainil"1.fj of 10 :Jc, .. ut-;;;nil'C:rS nt 9th 
i~l1rinos lic .. ,ut-;,mipGr:ichoul r.nd t:rA.ining (If lJoth uattalion~,)n'l cUi.ij:iln.:r cOJ:liilunic­
flti:,·ns jl():r'sonnel')J~ the :'m (j1!hLunicf",tiuns sectiun. ';l.'r'linint; r'oquir'ODGl1ts for 
J.~:n Ui'.ry were f ornula t.:.eg. A.n'L 1.'roLJulsl'l to;l .• 

e. ;'rocirlJ. vj;J8rn.tiuns. 

j,' ", trc:ls. 

f.\.i(.'J.~.!;1ilt fJl(~ liimtr-uL 3rl D,qttp.iliGn, '7t;! lb,;rineswns ul-CuH 9tll i'i,c-irines 
PIl 1 ,DCOli Is t l;""'.rino .Jiv lS iun.·, 1i ou tGnhn t l,uloncl H. J. U I L.'ii,:liY ~f1~ ;ill c,;iJJJflnd. 
t!~c:rlm,;bl,;ut the l':'cnth. 

~.,. . 
. ,~, lil .. sQ \..i ,;.[!),'t..l:ho .qctiun cngngcrl j,n. by tGL!p.U1y l' un i 7 DecoJJbcr \'ie~(;nbofi 

in l"'tr~g;t.D.N'1 20(5)) conGtHucd ,the Host siEJ'riificy.n,t cll.'se CUf;lbA.t •. 

;'1, iiJ:"O :.:illQQ....:::c-t. ~:j,n,tterY 0 7 1st :Un j 11th '1 lc'1.rino s c;mtinucs tu l'rcvi,le .lirect 
SUP')I]:;;t in liutsk.n".in::s fnshi:..,n. 1025 o'oserv(;'l I' J1.ID,is were firod rosul ting in 
19 ~:J:·at8 sunk.,.18'lpf:l.tso,'l,lCl,L.(<.il.;nfirl:led) all'.:~ '20 \Lr .. ,1'r;,lbc:,blei. " 

.. , : I ~ •. • ': ~.! .' 

i~ 1,):\is'ties~ ,:..hG r'GJ ,,~.ink:r uf tho D8.tte~ ion' s SUl'.~:l ios Al1rl oquipj;ient ~0re 
tr-uck~l. t) tho GJ: F~t )qiL:;c.', Glns'3 I, III'.p.iav :lUltPs:lIIc:te stuckert' with'.'5;jvfj; 
c~) :1,::' nny ;,10.'3 ,,'os ",o:r-o 88 tri.bl isho,l fl t (:8.ch CCIUU;' t b",su,Jhc)rtR8'c uf individual' 
Gquij)Li"'t:.t e"HtinuQ::l. i.(illVY re.ins ,~(n·1.sovero I'C,<"'.,1' c;':1'l,ditir;ns rlncod c,: sovere 
bur'~lon ,.n U')t\l,r trfU'JSr'"rteqni:'I:Lunt (0. g. 80 llrako shoos ~;n high ty - lito 
vccllicles reqube:~ Yei,lnCGi:iunt. ) . 

(6) 
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hun", 
~II;.,J100ll.!!I n.nl .61(; i', ,i.'.lL:it, rrGviiiusly 

. .... 
axe E11.t f,;r LllSSl.'Jns ill 

t0scriJ;yl. 

(l»)urin.::; U;'oJ.i1ti,~'n .,.},;,;I'/-JD-.. I 1900 rofugo,;s were Gsc('rte,[ _,ut uf 
J:ptennp , V p,lloy. "-'ids wnS f'. Cl,T;:) ine l QLi'urt Dot\'J0cn 3r-·l ;J,,;ttnlion, 7th ~'flrinGs 
PJl,l 2n·l ij.,ttl'llion, 5th ~-fuinos. 

(2)i\r:, ~,it lill.rson :.i(;c!Uts 1"erG oLt,"ine:l n.n.l were putlin druct SUTi'iurt 
of Lin" C;,)l,jHtny. 'i:heJ' hnvG bconicd.nt:",' G1.11 vutstl"ntinG JUD I1n'i th" (,juLU'lill1:ling 
(.;fficor of LiLla 11::8 ;;oen Lll)I'C than satisfied with their l'r·efurne.nCiJ6' :;"1'.0,1' hllVt; 
'ouen uso·l ,m l'p.:tr-.ls, l,.ivil .SfRirs fuficlicns; 1..X 'IF'.rfIU·f) functi'Jns'ln'\ tllG in-

etorrll,s'ltiO!l nrl'l screenin,; ,.f Villagers. 

l3) j'r',>i:l 21 loCcllher 1966 t.) 22 ,)ccviibor 1966, n hvv-liollJ.'F!ny unGrAti(~!C 
~,)ok ;:l:)::'\CO :tn the f'.rCtl: nlune j'o:rth eJi"[c, "f the' :),)n,1 Iu liia : LivGr'. : ",SR' Tosul t 

'if the :);:orqt i'"n t 120 rofU;;c;ojs left th"t 2rCA, in twu LiA.in incroi.lon ts.i':o first 
left '.)D. 22 JoCGU00r 1966, '1n'~ thG soaun'1 c,n 24 J coutOI' 1966 •.. 11 rofugocs '\~:JrG 
]'F,c'c;s~()l thr!.Ju,!,L Jj.I 10iJ Jistrict L.::;alqUF\rtors, nncl. H.rG oi thor stp,yin.:~ with 
£rioD,ts iE 118igtli':wring ;lf~;!l(Jt:.;, cr werr; ;l;,CCiL in V8I'i..:us H)fL1600 o;dis tb.cj"l·­
nri],Y-. 

\ ) vn 2/( .0:jcG:i.lor 1966, Lintorie.ls p.rrivcd for a pUiJlic SlWW(JI l\"r' th0 
tl;~:.. .. ;lct uf .Juycn ;;'011 ~4') \9,t)bb3).,L.L"al;i)LpJll1Y 'porsuIUlUl A,rG sUlorvising tao 
I) rGj ec t. 

(5) ·',jrt<.: stFIXt0~t15 ,)"cojdbor 1966 in tLG L.& . .let uf J.'Gy Lljn, ~ .. IbJ .JUli 

qidt':jot, (946699). '.tho loll'J'.ving iTi;jC'CtS P.TO lm~(,r,,'es nnd axe bEdJl,'; suporvisorl 
eJY tj't6 ?9t.b '0;""':i1. .• f.::'tJ i r'~ l;cl.iP[tIl~,r. 

(q) h6than0: ~;onor",tur for' ~isl-'Gnsp,ry 
,b) 3 (thrv",) Ju;)1ic shon.!Grs. 
( c) 3 l thrGG) ;ll:J.bl ic hCft·is 
\ 1) '1011 nr1Cl J!'u;], 

Vcll b~lli: 
-~--

2,2·:;3 

(7) Lor;'}i.jGC 'tGtals for tho nunth of JOc611bGr. 

(;y 11J){2] .. 

10 
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3/FVW/1wk 
3480 

,". -~ . ',' :.,:~ 8" Doc 66 
FromrCurSllandiilg Vf.ficor, , ;, 
To; Corimandirig Officer, 9thlYk.'1l:'ines, "." 

.' 

Subj ,="Cdmbi" tO~nm:;: tio~ .A.ftcr':~"l.ctidn: ~6Port, ~;'6;a tion}'II:;):dIS?U,tI 
," 

, (oJ DivO 3480.1 ,~ , " "~' 
(b )9:th' l'I.'JX;i,nos 'Op'crat iCJn .;da~ 125 ... 66 , 

,t 1 '" ' 
• -, ." f ; 

Codo N';;xm: 'Op'(h'o:tio£." MnisISSIPl<r, '!'," 
~ 1/;. 'i : ~~:.'" . -; 

~ ,.' " ' '.. " ':- ,';,.,' ,i', " , , '. -: , 

Dc;.tos of ~iHirJ\ti9n~ '291l00li Nov to' 050915H:Dec 2. 

,,'. '" 

4. Ountrol cr' C'c)~ilrinc1 Ifcr.:dg1k.1.rtdrs.' Third. Battai'ion., S~ont'h r-'k..r:Lnos; Ninth 
1~.J:,'il?-os. ' 

Roin' tri"llJtlrinos 
q 0 .:. Hqin 

, , Det, HST, 3rd SP Bn 
Dot, 3rd ET4~ <an 
Dot, SeQ lit Dog 'l)lnto on. ' 
Det, RqBn, 
Det, ITT 

CO. N. 3rd Bn, 7th MD..rinos 
C;.~~ E. '2nd Bn, 1st £ilnrinos ': 
C~)·. L. 3rd hn:,9th l-ic..rinGs, ," 

I •... • 

.,' - 't . ' 

',' 

LWOLO'LE.i\RY 

CIJ?T JOHNSON, 
CJl!:'T "ER.ATT ' 
ClIFT NAV iU>EL 
'Il. . 

6, SsiPc)rfin~ Forc0Ef., ' ., .., 
~. Al:.tiJ.J.~~ Bat tory F, 2nd Batt:,lkn,12 l:i[lXlncS ,DIS 9'~hNarinas, 

priority of fires il) 3rd :rin, 7th X1nrincs.~ .bn.ttory' jJ;,' 2nd Bn,- ll~h Nc'!Xines, 
DiS 9th lihrincs;1i&:t .rind Illuminuticn wissii)DS fired offcctivQ1y. l'b Lin-Call 
or clcs 0 dofonsivo' firc' I:1iGoion:3 worcfirod • 

:.. .. 

. b. J~ir.: 1st N;.~W' providod: 'air 'support;"inc1ucling p;rc-plnnnod tr .. ~op and 
logistic holi-lifts, 'holicGptc;r oscort, cnci ;iJ,cjJ::'ial CbSQlVC.tic)D aircrnft. .PbI'-, 
fr,rumcowns tincily m d offec tivo; , (SC;G cCr:ID10ntrognrdin'g n:,oquncy of nunbar 
(0 f nirc\>'aftprJV idoci :in par 120. c,nd 14d). l'ra D-Dny roc:;onnnissQl1co c\lld pro-H­
hcurlUt I',) f c,.:ur,l2.nc1 groupporsc.nncl·frcm n;AI 100 to '~\N HOA ahlo'd in suce o:mful 
nccomplishiaont' 0,[ ;':ssig.ned ll:Lssicns. ' 

. . "' ~ . 

7. Intnlli,guncg. ".' " , 
n.'EstilTlj,.-tb of VC strength,' J,ocgtir,)D;" dj.s110s'it;i,.on flPct situation ftnticj.Mto£k, 

'j,n .the obj,J;lctivo'!;,J;:GG elf opohr:ticnsl tc ineludp curronca: cnd.l "lithin clf:1.Gsifi-
cAtion li~, 't.YJ.'c(;J;';:.i!..f. intolligonce. . " , 

(1) Reports of onofJ,Y in tho Objectiv~, c.roaindico.tod that nkcrJ. F(.rce 
Bntto.li"n,roinfc,rcod by nIl ootindcd 150-200 guorillno 9 (jp~~':!mI!!-!~"t".:f!~~~!'t4-....... 
.. ilntonnn V£llloy. In "dditil!!!..l. twcLccal Furco 13c.t 

IlAJWNGRADED AT 3 YEAH " 

" p~U1~D rr~12 IIWllJ ' ' 
..... ". fX>.Q p, _ _ JQ,.. ~~NQ\){ 
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.8ih¥JU1IJ$$D(fn~it" .. ~. 
were nlle ged-. to be oporf'.tingin' th"" . ... ~aroo.. South of tho nbjootiv'G Ff:(!OU;,· ... , 
but able to rGinforcoElxist,ingdrldDY; ,thcro'W(ls 'MiiQvod tii be n battalicn-sizod 
OlCf.:lent of tho }rd N;,~th,Vi,etnqmoie ROG'ir.:iontj· Il lilpw clol2lont, the '1-:87 Bntt{,r.lion, 
and oloncnta c)f tho '1-89 (JI.K.ii 402ncl) ·lfntt41icn. ' :Frionclly'J'~.ccu'nnn.issnnco oiononts 
havo,:i')bs~l.'Ifod increHsed onot;y :tUVCIaent in and r\Xt,unii tho ubjective axon. ; 
';',,- "': ... , (2) It was Lmticipn.tod that tho onoqy wuuld probiibly bo disparsod 
tl~lJuiihL;ut the obJective arl)u, l.d.xed. w:i, th theciv il~ p(jpulnt~un. ;t:t Was 
oXpocte(i thut haLllots w,)uld bo (lxtenoivo~y ,,f'-i~tifiod and thf1.t .. prqp['.ro~ u{.:.rbvririg 
sights wqUld oxistin the sU1¢ounding l.1uUhkins.:" .', ' , 

. (}), It WQS felt that tho onoo,y w.,uld adopt t,:no',;f tho 'f,~lli..iwing cuursoa,' 
of action' 'dcfond(;;~O',~rf: thq ,seve1'i,J.::h!ilxi!ots, and cnll (;n, xoinfcI.'OoLlGnts iri ,un' 

..j •• '. • ,~ •• ,... '. " • - .. • •• '. , • 

affort to infl ict hoayy casut::.l ties lin frion(Uy f,,1'o06; er wi thdraw to thq '1l1l,un,.;; 
tnins N()rthonst and S','luth of JontohnnV olloy. ~ . " ," 

,b. VC d;t'Qn;;th and §ltll?tj,on flct~fl.l1y enc~ ,up,]orgd p..~ 6p~fl.j;j.r;illlNi. 
condug't~d.. " C.ntuct .':th:VJugh:,ut the up8rdicn cons is tOll of isclatod 'snipor' .... 
incirlqnts., l'l'!, l::t),jer force wns enccuntGred. Inforu·y!;i()~ frOLL capt_~vos, r~,J,.l,ia:rs 
and. nntivoso:Cttie:nrea ii'J,clicnted. L,',IO,,1 Forco unito withdrew -to tho Suuth-,:and, 
tMt tho Inst ltInin F'lrco UnitsPG~, in :ii,he aron pnssod thrf,ugh ()n o.pproxiI~toly, 
20 Nov crJber. Lc)cal Force strength :in .t.ntenna' Valley is pln.cod' at· o.pp'I-<~,xir.1l:l.telY 
lOQ T.10n, with lYJ..':i.in Force and NV'A:p,ctivij;y ,0£8 trMn,iont nnt~G 0nly,., " " 

, c., VO wlits idooti.f:iiGd and any ,:thor significciit l.P.j;eliivcD.cQ ',rrn,iripd.,.' .. -
, ,- (1)', Thore wore m. ',Ul1it .:i.'lentii'ications (jbta.ino't in tho field. Irit.ex.r,;-

gab n'roports c.! c~ptiv'os' tnk~ during this (~pe:b~ti(ln'had'n(')tb.:.;~~ f()rw~'\rdad, tG 
this C(irilnli'\ltrl. at the tiI.1a ()f this ropurt's subrJission. The absenceuf the 0xist­
ing oppositi(;n :i,ndieutes possibie prior kne,wle'lge uf ,;ur upGrations or o.w\'ll . 
ccmccivod oni". executod plnn cf with'1rawal. InforJ:'l8.tion'ub,tnineri,:lndicntos,thf!,t • 
the iriitiul' astinate (,f enemy strcn...~th WIlS grouter tl1ah existing"fcir'Cas'. " 

d. Tejrr:.in. . " 
(1 9.;iti9o.l tl1rra:in- Hill 170 (J.T 888382), which'"dOid.rir\t~ western 

npproMhes to !.ntenl'k.'l. Vp"lley. Hill 144 C\'T 9(6352) which 'overlooks the primary 
withdrawnl route to the South and Hill 90 (i\T 935365) which ewers the pass and 
road to the ]1"st., 

(2),· ~§tri:cl~s. , 
, '(c.)"Zxtensive fL;."ding thrvUglwut the area ,restricted units ,to 

foot traffio D.Ild n11 resupply was c.ccolJplished by liir tbru:ughuut ,thE) : operation. 
Ra.in and low cloud cuvor prevented resupply on two oOl-asions. '.rher'e is b. wash­
out of- the rond at AT 906382 and the bridJe ut ~ .. T 1:397387 is only 2 feet wide nt 
the most.' Fl<6oding conditions"persist .in var,y-ing de<.;reiJs throughout th,e rainy 
ser.:.s.m a.s ddes flight restriction., " '., , 

, ' :'. ~b). '~\nti-h~licopter- stGkes, app. roxirJntely ~i£t~G~, (15) £!:h;t hi~h, 
w~th barbed Wl.re cl;nnectl.ng the tops, were 'encountered lll"U'"J3UN (4) lind (2) 
(A'~ D9}6' i:tnd' J~T 90}9) and .. on hilll70 from J~T 68}}85 to, .I\.1' B~i}}82. lil?tnl nnti.­
helic~l?ter stn.1fes w~i:e nt)ted in Jlli", hJ~I (1) (~~T 914;67) nnd we,re' four -(4) tci , 
six (b) feGt hl.gh"Wl.thout blU'bed !Wl.rG~ ';, ' 

, . C~)" CIyer and CQD9QrJ,pe;Q;t. ',. .- ,," 

(" ) <8xcelient,concertiment i~ p:royided in all hamlets and st~~, 
beds by henvy bQubo() gl:owth. ,All flut gruundin ":UltennaV niley is cul tiva,ted,~, 
the principle crop being rice. Eaddy dikes provide lii-,uted COVer in ;:J.l these 
areas. ;'.11 hamlets through which we opernted WGre extonsively fortifieq. ¢-t1:l 
trep.ch, sy,stelns ,l;)oth"D.rinmd ,and tPr0ugh Jhe h.~et9. Fighting not-as are,loco>.tod 
WitliinthG 'haEuets and along ,tr,nilsgonnectmg hHL;J1ets. :doth sh(31t~r-tyP'Q' 
defcnsivo 6avcs/tmme1s rui.d bunkeredfight:ing'1>Qsition'swere 'locntedto Cover 
pririciple'trails , critical: t~rrain fe~tures, rnd 'av'criU8 S ()fappro~cl:l., _, ;:;evcral ' 

I [(Jj~~~[~$$u~u[IW· " . 
. '. . ' 

f:· ~_,;:.~v.,*~ _~e::~ "",~'~;':::t ~!~ ,~~:!"c~tt 

,. (2') 
n· -- "n...c_ 
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)mrikerswere disgUised.a::l· burial moung.s and were :ilitegrated into th~ edge of a 
graveyard so'that .a'lertures covered. trails. The. 9ntire, AP"B~NIP1 HAI' area waS 
fortified asexpected~ . .: . . '. 
" , '" .. ,(4) Observation and Fields elf~. 

(a) Observation~of the objective ar~a was ex~ellent. There we~ 
.. hills sonrrou:rrdirlg the. area on all sides whic hafford, ob serva t10n of' the, whole 

yalleyand' annrbaches thereto •. Fi·eld,:;:o·f. 'fire were e:x~ellent,dueto the. extenaivt 
:paddy.·s~Ts1;em>·· 'Dead,s1)ace~ocUrred only -when stream beds or run:offs' had 'ca;used 
extEl:nsive . erosion. ·.%e defens:~ 'wasr~vored 'by:these con(li ti6i{s~: '::' .. ,: 
. (5) Avenuse of'an·lroaoh •. ' ..... ' - ... :. . _' .. ~.,.. .: . .':' 

W-Primary avenUEles of 'approach and egress . gerier~~ly fol1,,,, tra.ils 
and streams to the South and North •. ;The valleYI,llou1:;h .tb.tlie;lest .. and',Pass to the 
'8ast are primary routes in and, o·itt ~f theva:l.1ey~, -±ntep-~8'a:i;ltn~ and.' ~1;"~~"V·3t;.iona 
:¥tdicate the:two rrutno:t' vej,lleys' 'at AT S60;)B) and AT. !3'(03AO;-~9-' ~;he, traJ:-Is at .AT 
800).:A.: IJV?:5n~t,'91')35~ .and ,o8~:1" ut:l-'E1 u9c-d 'lty th«( VC in tpeh" t~jthdt:awal from 

) f·hc objcctive .. area. ' _' .' '. .. - '-,' ~.": ;', "-,-,, _-' . 
(6) S"'lecial Fac.t.ora. .. . , ' , 

.;;.' :-. Ta}~Speciai .attention was . paid. tp the selectl,on of possible landing 
~ones in t!1e objecth~s area.:1'(0:8t "of the 1Q_"'- gro,und i~the .'valley is :plowed an~ 
flood8d and caimot~b8us~d. for landing zones dU:L1.'ng','the' ra:iIl.Y::seas(jn~'.'The abon­
q:oned ~ristrirat'AT'~~79j97 -and the area ,'south'of .the;'river,. AT SOO3fj6, is suit­
£).ble 'wl1ennot floorle/l And. c~.acc:or;inodate;.l;'. to sb: (6),C'l..,.46·. helicopters.,rhen 
a1:love ,1"ate::' t\e road is snitable but' is extromelyvulnerable to ground fire. 
"mall.0 ..... 8 or t"TO hplioo'1tor 1an5.ng zones existtnnost 'halnle~s "on elevated ground 
and lLYJ.cuJtiv:?,ts:3,· T)a~·ites, but of <these. r~-'uire ther~movai -6(allti':"'helicbpter 
sbkes 'and. can be, used only for J;esup,;t;1 andevacuat5,oi1'a-fter an, area" is 'secured. 
'Tep;etp.tion on, the high fro l1nd sl1ch as fIills 170 (AT 888382)., 146 ,(SS:ii367), 144 
(90035?),an0.,9Cl .. (93536() is gra~8 and ,101-r scrub vU,ch will pot' prohilJi t. the land­
,iag of "h?HcoiJters~ . 'One to fonr C'-4';' s. can-be 'landed in .aU tl:).ese areas. 

" (7),' reather. ,Rai!i8n0. .·heavy c.1011"" cov.}r'.persist1:ld in the operat~_on area 
thJ:'~ll,ghout 2.JLbuta, very fell hours 'of the operatton. 'simificantly. affecting 
both,. gr0und an-; .a;i1.'· movement •.. Aerial resu"ly was ren der; a. impossible on two 
Occas~ons., ", -.'-

,s. Jiissi:on. 'j~C1}3n(-)C-~lein)7tIi Har1.nes ianr.s on' order iA designated L'0, 
,. cit+; 'oks 'e.<=t~·t ':~hrol~gh, riAritenna ·V.<=tlle.v"to limit 'of' adv8...'lc'o'to locat'e end .. capture 

. cr d3StrO}T 'enerp..y for~es, su·):Jlies~e';iuipment· ana d6~uinerits locate.c.. therein. Ee 

. prep.<=tred to conc.ubt'iacticai '~ithdr8.~,.fai .fro!II o'bjeCtivo area by'foot or hclico~)ter\ 
"' '. _. • • ';'" < 

9 •. QmQBT~t_Qf __ Ol?§:J:i'J,tid!1,~ 'On orCier,on D-Da.,jT" 'execute helicopter aJsault'into 
I.',>; ;::'LTT~, vicini ty ·Ar~ 8803.96.' First company landed ,rill secure 1Z; seco~nd company 
"1111. move. out imli1~'diately, ;to establisl:l' positions: on' H1.1i"170 (AT 887382);. cOill!lland 
~r')iP,;·to~Gt;"1Cr ~dth thi:rri com~)any, estab1ishe<1:~C?lpe:dmet'er in .a.P BA(4), Ca.rr. 
(80394). Up 0;::', com~letion 6f landing, assault cO.l'lpany establish positions south-

,east, art? :'3}. (4) ,Orl.'--,j.gh :grOlmd ,viCinity l¥!~ 884389. Continue subsequent 
atti~,ck. eastwaro, 611 OrnOT.· '" . ' 

10.:S~ecl'ltj 01'1. .' .. 
( ''fa) ?r~~:2:;})a.'r.' 3rrj Bn9.7th~trar;nes~~<J assigned the mis'sion:and 'forces 

,_\or(~v~()UsIY ... ?lgned to 31'0. on, 9th Harmes) for p8.J:"tici:pation in Operation 
. :::r::;':,Is"r:~I .b~T' 'i.eJ (:t). A,briefing by Conunanq,jn'g 6fficAr.,' 9th Harines, and key 
staff momb,ers 'on2A }Joveliber, and a subsequent helicoryter.,.borne reconnaissance 
~'.ft:.11e ob jecthe area, DI'9.o.G.".1,cd .!}1ll11bri. eflnr.: or' the }3attalion staff at 1930, 
2;-;, ,Jovember. ./ WL~fu;n!Ai ~~'~;nrfc,i'f' .'...... . 

' ..... f G l.:=fl:\l~I0Ulf' utt~~P<i;:~'O,'I< "" :T()' t:: ~CLCSo(\.C. (\) 
... ---~-
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, It W~@~££ll L ... 0 

(~) ]~J.)ay i ' 22"i~~~: 1966, ~.:~ c, >, ~;' " ,'It~U~iJl;:: ~~ :J.~>,;~~f.!?,~~~~ ~:i;l~'~l~':t~;.&t{f; 
.(1) 'A ,pre-h~h:Jur lift, of· the. " !':icG~' a:ncfR~y '6lJ~raii4g--" 

st:3,ff memb?,7S :to AlT, I'IOi_, perl!lt tt8d ap8roonCl,1 bdef~J;lg,"of' the:CoIllD!3.nding Officers 
of C9. L, 3rd'Bn;9th' liarbes and Co •. E? 2nd 3n, ,lst=Harmes. Cqmpany H and the 
renairiO:er of the· cornland group w"ts to be lifted, from, D ,I 1,Oe, int.o :r.ZBLt'E'; 

'(2) ?irst el0I:lGnts of'L/3/t') touchcid do~,m.' at,. ap'Jroximately 291500H in 
LZ :BPTE, rS"l)ortinli neg-\tive 8nemy contact; one HJ.r~_ne received a' gunshot wound in 
tho :Le[~ ·,,,b.ile'in: "11 hOlic())te:':: ap')roaching the LZ. Company L socu:ced the'LZ and 

. out?osteclqoth tnG rivdr ba...'1k to n~xth and \>lest, an<ihic~h ground to the south. 
C,omn;'.ny E/2/l WiS tho SGc'?r)-d u . .'1.it :l..n~;o the 'zone, and irw:nediate 1y' moved out t~ 
eS'~Etl:llish'vositi9ns on Rill 170. The Battalion ccnIlf"and group and· CompanyN 
cor.:rplG.ted "'t~.10 lift at 291645H. The 81' al'J.d night positions were es'ta;blished as 
fO~JO'{TS:' -g,h/l ~ Hill 170 (AT 887382) 

. '1/3/9- .l::~ 0887389 .' " "! 

I/V7 ~.!!.T 880393 ',;:: >~'~~ 
C?::-' A':i' 'B8Ci) 93' :;, '. '. e 

. . . J3) \r1:lGharrilb~s oC--:U:;iied'1.;ere virtual1~rde;se~te9., t:tough 'pos'se-ssing 
m8::1:rsi.~s . of r""GGpt. ;Qc'cu,?8. Hon.'.' E8hy ·so:.ca;lIed{f~~i';ly;:~b~ers·we,r,efounc, t as 
~".eJl ~as: misc'oll'M6ous 'i temsoi me?icinc tclo-thihg~~:~sd6e: 'dOcUments. and: BA-'30- . • , , ..... '~m~1::t:i~~Pi~;~~;tl~~~:;?:~~!:o'~~:' :op~~ti~t~tO:gh 'th~C ;,.1t .. 

(1) "'rith':'TI/2/irema{n':j:!ig~;fu poS:it;~'''n,'obs')rv8:tion' ove::theentire valle 
W)$ ;:n"'{nt"ined.:' f:he :one 8ect:i..ondf'81mriil!ior'~~.:.rs landed '"riththe batt 'lion was 
dis';iacedto '::0. -::<J's position, >hus·,a.e.,:ingthe:oapability of dircc1(-lay fire 
S®D~t~ . . . . . • . 

: (-:::) r~ho bFl.ttalion acive(~ outat0750H ,,~i th Co~ L/3/9 in the iead,follow( 
by cO'lJ.1.onCl, group and .Co" lT~ COml)an~r L \.;as to S'Teep .A2 :iU (5), AT 901379, and the 
hI\~e buil tU'l a ea to the southeast.. C ODD any 1·1 '"as .to sweep .fr BOl~' (4) ~ is 

.9003651 and the 10 EO'''' (2)/:-,y/:"\I (2) area, A'I'905363. The c01!land group woul.i..,. 
job .COT'8.~Y )I upon sr)qurin~ of tno ,last-named cOlT.':lex. At 0800, 9th Narines. 
a.irecteC1. tIle.t the ire Coordination Line between 3/7 and.2nd Battc).lion p 5th 
}l:-:i"ines o1Jcratin,'T to' the east, was established at the 92 H/S grid line • 

. (7,) .. :'I.t 301100r:: in X? 'LI (5), Comany L encountered three (3) ralliers 
boa.rinG: S2.fc,-conduct pa.sses. One .01' tho three was later confirmed to be a 
forinGr'YC"<llGril12,,'}lo othe;'s as' ~u'9'~ortGrs. As Co. j-:' moved th:r:-ough their 
as,Ji;.~n8e, a:uca without incident, Co. L encountereo, a brief flurry of small arms 

. fir3 as t>6;r novc'd sout:".uas-G from ~~~) Ii.~li (5). ?rOl:1pt rGturn of .fire siloneed 
t:':1e~nerIY, w1-1osc nunbccs I'eoained unkown. ~tll uni t5 continued assigned missions 
est9.blis)~inr; nig..1.t positions J.S foHows: E/2/1':' Bill 170 

L/3/9 ~ ~p 904365 
.13/3/7 - £r 904}:15 

CP AT 904365 
JTG!.2:3.t5V8 conte.ct wa'3 reported through the night." 
., (d) }+:2,Doc 1966.. J::xtensi ve., search a.!1dde,st:r:oy:oper' ti ons were conducted 
. in the- ar.b:i.bo.-ci,Tben·91 A.l1d 92 ;gri:(rlines~ sop:-:h _of tho ,main east-.\ieat road as Co. 
H'block:~o: .. t~the 1{Ost'an:l south ana: Co.- L' s1.~Eipt' gen'er~li.Y' sOl..1';h\md. eastward fro 
t>Gh~nightpo..si tions. Very lig..ht·contact consistihg of sparaa.ic harassing fire 
\vasl:imcount.orGfl-rcavc/t,unnoL cOrrrple'xGs~.,ereunc?vored in GS 9137, as 'Nere extens 
Rnti'-J:lG10.'strd<Gs.~Jpon .comrjlo<~iori~of the operations, a battalion peJ~ime\er was 
.est,l.blished vic \T 904376. Co~" S.romained on Ii:ill 170., . 

'(0) ])+'3, '2' :')ec 1966. "~s. scarch 'and destroy' operations co:n:':lCnccd e.t07309 
Co. r beget';-),. el1counter~.ng· people returning to the hamlets in the a:': ca. liany of 
the 'pEio;Jlc re,-,uested to be allo'wdto evaquate 'thcar' a~iJH~~I't'ir-;in\~ ~~?,hdVe been 

.• iWL~.~!1,l~~~UUJ UlGtYJ ' 
(4) e.,,,., I 
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.. Ijli1J~U$~aW!fil." ·'{t,· ". 
1 ... L .~. ". . 

enlaJ;'ged b,;! t"lG Viet Congo Tiii"hal'"'('M Limen: t'e~ ef-.lt!;lenunioer of,::.p~opl~ who would 
leRvo if a11o\'18 i " ap.-roxiniat r3d. 300. C .0., 9th HarinGsprovlded·,;illfoimatiorl.:·to th( 
Gfl'ect that 2nd. Bn,5thl'Ir.ri.nes h~d: encounteredasimnar.situ~ti,on.~The~Viet­
narnt3 se govG:::'nmGnt porvidcd'a: ,PF .unit as .escort~' and: fh~' r8f-ugeest~eg~h:ei=1ding 
yestwad along .the main road ,at Fl.p'ro:ldmately1500H~: C.b·.·H,estO~tG:a~fofjigees to 
tho oain·roao .. from the south, ·'he~:e. they :[118t the.west~ouriq.c91urnli~fro41'the 2/5 
area. The h.Gn;cl. of tho col1L1'Jl1 rocGivoCl. snaIl arn~ lil:<;!;:J~ii{~l~l;l~~:f:9{,q.fi:<i: 11.-00 

. 88, 8.nd the.rofugeosstarteri to . turn; ba6~,.: :'On: .o~dor.~:;J):( ... tj{O:~;·)~~~tIi:.1~I~tinos.; Co. 
y( -) I,D. th two pb to'onS".,;lS disp?_ tchGdt.o: 'escort . the~)~:91~~jia'W')t'9~\:';1#l§. in¥ 
eXCGSS of 190b pors.::ll1s- toK~cOtTGc;mTJYG (i'T 855397h~"~·rhet'e'.fh9Y;:::8t.i)pp~d Jsrr the 
night. All ~he; refugees except for, a ,!Gr~r ;fP1;i:st'f~rgJflF~"1:'~?:~';L§:f;~iY,~ff1:lY~;_2130K~ 

~~~ ~a;::~i~~(i:9~~i~~i~':~1;~~' 'i~::~i~~'~~~t~·6'tEt~~~O~:~~~f:f~1j;~:f~f:~~Da.~P~~f·~?r,~o. li~ 
. (f) m~~*,l~:~~ining 1,dth :t~e rofu.g~e~? ~~~~r~~d .~~Sl::~c ~oJ2r~~nt.· south. 

ward of a Lg.rge nUJ11bOJ' 'of tho people to avillal'(l~th(~i·~Gc~;:U'9.ti.9:~}r:~N" .;{r~830393, 

H:~~;~;~h:~~:]~~~:;~~gi';}~!~~i~i~ri~l~~~bJ~~~~~i t; 
8853 5S ~ ';885 365'~:"~89')'3 7~};·8(j:7.c" 8P;.';:: :Doclimeitts.:;~aIapiU11:i.t'~.on;"L[JQ.~~Y~,· ined~ciriGs ,and 

Cl0;:~~rb~~"~~1:~~'~~;i ~~~'CO~"inUe d ~i!~~f~~£;;;})~?~~f'\~Ntf; .... ..f:~ . ~ ~~ . ". )+1 ' _L'Q8.C_~i9.~G.~ . .' . . ..' , . ~ 
(1 ·"eat.1:1er permitting, the battalion 14.:18 to lift,'fro6L'~ BLU]~'com- ,~ 

Don:;L'1!! Pct 1300. :i:'rior to that time Cd.: L"Tas toreihlCGp ').13::2. ~I(5) destroying l­

bunk8rs found on earleir STvGells. Co Ii. \'louldgenerally tr c'Gtl1()~r route to the 
si t:] of their.> posi tions. Qn t}lG niglTt of TJ-':J~ • . Co~ .~ trould~ii?pl2.qe. on order:- to 
s(~cllr,jtJ:G 1~~.T~10 cO.''J.'clnd 'groupw:::-:s tomOVG.,rl';'J. Co. 1',.,' :.... . ... 

. . (2) '''.11 proccer1Ed.-::1S pl3Xlned~: at 'lOOO:Co~ . ~m9yed.: oup~~'L, II, and 
:irS CO'~'l';nCGI:" .their moye;')y (81)\}H. 3y1230R kl1·,urii1S; ,r9';'6ccup+~¢l.' tflEJil:" D-:Jay 
night ')osition·s.'r~Gn weathe:;:- prcycmted extrecction,Co.:8., vias~ retuiii,ec. to Hill 
170 9 Co. n, L 2nd.':) ·6"t:~.11lishG:'lr;ightpositioi).S .vic ::'-~."814395. K~gative 
0)'10"1;:; cont;"ct was ro·')orted.. ' . . ..... , .. ,' ., ''':'~<--

(h) ~)+6' .....5..119_Q.-19_,-0.. " . . . :~;" 
ttf \t 0700 the extraction : lift COI'hlle~;cd .:!ith~C9: .~~. th~" firpt· unit 

Slut follovcd. by·80. '11 Ewd the COfljeiand group.' . (Co: •. Z,was{t'o.·rolUain·on'HiIl 170 
'i'n.d bocomeO?CON .211.d ~n, 5th1hr:i,nqs) •.. C()~,tE·wa·s·.~~Ol?P9,d.9pCON~·2/~at0855 as 
th:3.:;Last unitsclo8.rqd thoLZ 9 alluni t 911,9:5.' returned:to::their:.b'Ombat 'bE-1SQS by 
0915'3: .• '· ' .. .. '. ,- .. .• ,.. . . 

11. 

'(5)' 

DECLASSIFIED 

" .. ~~.~~.~., 

, ":" 
~. -. . 

--:-----------.~ ... ~. 

.. ~ .. 



DECLASSIFIED 

~'~:-.~ . ~~"'~ -'-~-~~<s::-.~ ,:' j:6w>,/I:' ~..;~. ..>~,;::~..::; .~.~:; '.~.'.:; ~:.:< -:-.' '. > -

'.' L~.!~~~~w~~_.(~:1;ff~}~:·', 
b~ -~ui.wQentLl~eri~ .Cal2tur~d..:.:..· '0 .. ', ~~'.~>~.':~ , 

,1 ~adio,.Civ:ilian·tYPE:l,.T~iith(2) SW bands . :~,::' -',' 

.~- .-" . 

1 carbine mockup .. ,'. . ... '. c', 

.... 'fj. fuzral3,fo~60n'[;lIJlortar: .... _:.:A,~S.:..." ·:;·,_,e., . ,. ~,,': ~i!r~l~~f:::::::~~~:~: , " .~~: ...... ·~i·;~~{~i;j~E:j 
;10' :B~dag'es _ .- , 
Ninor 'quaritit:iies of ~ssorted medical supplfus"i"::~, __ ~.'., 

4-. tf, Fortifi.Q.ation§/Ob~es.-l>.eJLtro..Y.edi. 
50 anti-helicopter stakes located i.'r·B90)B2:@d~A''2:~9B}9.4·i: 
2 oW'es; 25x4x3 feet at AT 902378.. ,:. '" 

12. Adruinistl:'at;ton n19tt~:t:s. J .. dministrative planning ap.peared··to.J~ve·p·een gen- e 
,::~Jtt~:;'!~!7~ii:n~;tt;ii~;f~~,:~;:~~'i~~;~~;~~~:B;~~:e!OCks, 

.and:·toile~tgear· :as)p}?es.c;ri1;l.ed· .loa9-~.2:;;y~es,c:rib.ed JQa9-:;~d':J§qUipI4$.(V'w;~~~a;Q;equate. 

__ /,.;i~i~~~~l~!~~~~J~~l~~$~.~i:~~~~;: 
Co) ·TrGi..otL".ent of·casualties.- Ned-evao was ,timely and effective. "" 
(ci)' Tre:nsPoJ:;tation.-~:'Ji;;;:ms:pciI'tation··intO ·and outo! the 'objective area was 

by helicopter •. .tm·.a.dequa·Ge nurilb'er Of v'elliQles were 'available for' tti Llove ihto 
the area. Eight helicopters (GH-46' s) were used for' :extraction~. "fhisnULiber 
dwindled tQ three hefore the. lift . wascoilltJ'leted, 8Jld (wer' tliJO hourI? w!3re required 
to comp:Le'te the'movement elf 400' troop~.· This is excessive:'inview:' oftha fact 

.th~t the:per~~rU;~l.'.in thiszo.n~ we,~G~ eA'P~sed ~o,s~~per, f"ir~.·~Uriry5.th~la.st houra 
of the lift. '.'.. . . ,. . ". . -". . "., 

. (e)'Corl:Hni:l.c1tforis.' No pr6ble~~::encounte~ed.:' .. ~',,'::: .' ,. . _ :. 
(f~!ted.ica;1. ev~UA,J:.i0l1. Despiteexti-ellle1.y~wetV1aa:th~r·I,.immer~~op. foot re­

ne,ineda tpxeat. ~ather·than a probleIll with only one evacuae-rI3P9rtea~.' Close 
A.ttention'i'.tali levels 'of rorni:and was stressed and was evident.' 

13. S'::>GC i8.1 EQuipment a,nd Te~~Q.uQs..· '> " . h...... , 
E •• Scout d.ogs·were used d"1:il-1.ng sweeps of v1.11age areas •. Whl.le no notable 

<:uccosses were c1almed~ the dogs were helpful· in searchingolit tunneJ-/cave 
oonplexes~ .' . 

14. Qor;T-;,nder' 1'.L.J~,lysis. ,,' " 
" a..~' 'fhe >3.'bility. o.L the bfl.ttalion to function well' is a tribute' to the units, 

c orrn~!e.nders' ana' stR1'fs' i~oIVed>. Cornp~}'I~~d~~rriv.Gd::.f*,l1i"OperationRIO BR.L:.VO 
only:tvlelYe J::t0ur.sbefore Operatl.on'lvnSSISSll'.L~I; ,·Compan1.es~L. and E bad never 
cperated' Unde.r,.3~dBn:~,'7tp· Narmes9·and. bad only·:tpebriefest of aontact before 

, t~~e' oPGra.t~ori- :cOft:Uir~cod.,;fraJ.niilg',. mOr~,l:e an~'- ~ .. .h~g.h:dee:reeofprofessional ism 

'~ :r.e·r ~.~~~!::~:~~~·~~d;· r~~'~ t'i~~~li':i.~~~~~. ·~·its: d~~~~~~i,~~>~~~the~' muSt be 

t;;Orbil{Jl
c 

and f19~d1Jle.·'R~·s.uppiy':of-: c.iothihg ,. particUlai-ly'.l?bots arid 's;,cks, and 
wOc-,pons maintGnnnceIur~tGrip.J.s must be 'available. ' " . 

(6) 
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c. Problems were encountered ~flii.tS' DUring the 
extraction lift it is necessexy to provide L~ security, tactical dispersion of 
lifting units and for~~tion of heli-teams consistent with t~ctical requirements, 
w~lile minil1izing tii;;e in the zone for the helicopters. In order to facilitate 
accomplishment of these ends, EST teccms, FliC tePJ!ls, T~I.CF Rnd unit commanders all 
c,qrefully plan the ftiOVeuent. During the extraction of COLlpanios L, 11, and the 
COll1rl:lnd group, the zone IrJaS secured and in recognition of the difficulty of 
troops crossing thenudCJ.y p?ddies g lnndirg spots neloctcd for the helicopters 
which would place the11 near the troop locations. Security of the zono could 
thus be assured until the very last Dinute, the troop units })hased out of the 
zone, andtp.ctical control rci(\.intuined. In pr ~lctic;) the helicopters ignored 
the spots, lnnded cla::se togetber in places v.pparently of their ow chousing, 
and caused a bunching of he1i tenms in one small area. Tnctice.l c·ontrol was ren­
dered. virtuallr im})ossiolo; liST personnel attempting to direct helicopters were 
frequently iGnored. i~ woll"::timed mortA.!' Rnd autOl1atic vToapons attack on the 
Ipnding zone would have taken ['.n extrenoly hoAY'Y toll. 

d. The extrnction lift of 1 GSS thlUl 400 personnel took /'llJJJOst two hours 
due to an inndeql.JE.te nunber of helicopters being provided. Eight CH-46 heli­
c.optcrs stflrted the lift; thr~c coupletod it. A rEtpid extraction is essential 
to r,linirlize tho effect ofener,iy reaction. 

15 • !ioQQ Jl]r:J..eruii.tion~ • 
iJ.. That p:relir.linary planning stress tne necessity of landing ~one procedures 

on tbe part of both bround end air personnel. l'roper tactical troo1' lifts Can 
be n(;complisi1ed. only by thorough planning end execution; air sup;)ort laust be rc-
sponsi V8 to the ground unit cOlur:,e.nder'srequirOI:1ents. 

t. That LJ;;i,,-. support be l1cleqUtite to j;ll;;iet all forseeable contingenc:i6 s in­
clu·iing wE.:atho::C 9 lengthened durRtion and equiIJDent rcpRiro It IJUst also be 

flexible end ,,"ole to respond to c:::;~~op di~~'~'. t~Qns on short notice • 

. ,~/ I C4. f ~:;I " . ,../ 
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