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Command uhronology, jrcl Battalion, 7Hh Maria es, l~u:.rch 196?

1, Orsanizational Data

- a. ILocatiow: UUG PHO, VW
b. Period Uovered: -1=31 March 1067
c. UCommaidi: g Ufficer, Staff azd Ch1ef Subordinates:

Comma::ding Officer ‘ » LoCOL E.J. BAONAHS
xecuiive Ofilcer ‘ - Had0q H.C. RICE
L Adjutant : ©c o 2diE .. KELLER, J3.

Parso.iel Officer ' 2817 K.Jd. YILEERSON

S~2 | 2418 .. POLASEK )

53 : - MAJOR F.V. WHI?E, JR. 1 Mar-sSMar 15607
. ‘ . MAJOR B, JOADad 6 Mar-31 Mar 1967
.» - 4L0 o CaPp L,2. GIBSON ‘ B

S-d R < CAPR a.L. O ’

Supply U ) 24L% H.C6, xalH3UN

MO : - 24l J.a. WILSOH ,

B Surgeon o ' Li R,#: MC CAULLY- (MC) USH

Bu Chaplain e © o IiJG D.W. PHDERSON (ChG) USKH

CommO . GAPD Cou. AUSS 1 Mar-27 Mar 1967

Givil affairs O (5-5) o 2dLe J.B. PLYNN ‘

HedS Co. : 24L0 DR 2ICHAXDS

Co. I CAPT ReM. CLaik -

Co, & C Cafl Do, DUGLLS 1 Mar-10 Har 1967

: 19t G.%W. JOWLS 11 Mar-31 Mar 1967
Go. L » Cari L.J. 04b143 1 Mar-18 Mar 1567
. ; 1stil J.M. PIALL, Ji. 12 Mar=31 Mar 1907
oo - - ' CaPi Z.4¥. JUSBNSON 1 Mar-27 Mar 1967 .

GaP Cudy 1—'&088"28 Mar-31 Mar 1967

’ d, Attacameuts: u,iclosurs (2) lmcs all a.ntacnmn ats wd all u‘lius ass:.b.xed in
direct suppori of the battalioa.
e. average Mouthly Sire.gth During Periods :
UsMG 31 Ufficers’ USE 3 Officers
1075 Enlisted . - - 46 Enlistod
2., SBaguzavial Listing of Sl&AlflCdlu Ave,ts. dspecdally as thoy rdlate to: »
a. °nrsougel. Lae tot:l uumber of per804uel on hand within 3rd Battalion, 7th
Marines as of 31 March 1967 was 1192, +whe total effective strength on 31 March was
1125, During the month of Marcn 125 ‘new persosial were joined to this orsanization;
142 were dropoed from the rolls. 63 personcel rotated; 148 persontel were wounded
in action; 10 persoxnzel were ktlled in action; 56 psrsoniel wore eviacuated as nou-
beitle caswuiliies--25 of thess were returued to duty by 31 March 1967.
be adiiyisivation. No wiusual or significant pvoblem areas were egcount°red.
c. Iatellicence. - g
(1) 3By 28 March Ler*urrinp intelligence reports indicated that several major
snemy wiits, including the lst, 2ad, aud 22ad Viet Cong Hemiments, were deployed in
ths mowtain rario“ WeSu df”DUC'PnO District for the purpose of attacking install-
atiouns iu $Qﬂy“§fea. From enemy countacts ixn BIkd DIWH provivce, the
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st Calvayy Dlvism.. (.ulrmoblle) reported ai exfiliration of univs of the 22ad VG
negiment northeast across the I Corps-II Corps bowndary i:to the UG 240 area. Re-
couiaissance sigabings ausd swall wiit constacss with waiformed ¥C w:.thm tae: Lye PHO
arsa ixdicated aa lucreasad presesce of Muin Force/sVa-personucl.

(2) an attack oa the 3/7 CP ou 24 fiarch alse tended to confirm the pressice
of w:iivs obhar tna: local force and guermi g; ar estimated 250 rounds of
of 60 and 82mm mortar, a:d 57 and 75mm reco:less rifle flI’O were receivad, - ‘he pro-
®imity of reporsed locations ox the 95th B of the 2zd Vi &egime 1% to discovered VO
firiug positions indicated- that .vhe’ attack was probably conducted by that unit or
elements of that auit, Ilte:‘ro&,anm of Chieu Hoi ralliers, former hamlet guerillas
also ravealed that the attaci may have been conducted by the 83rd VG battaliou,
Prior to sbe attack during the daylight nours on 23 March, a reconsaissance wiit at
B8 772394, observing. argas vest offiigtway Oie, reported a noticeable lack of normsl
V:Letilames» activity,” |

(3)  Wo siguificaut 1nL(,lllg,l3,]cf could be obtained from the interrogation .
coucductad by DUC PHO Districe officials of 1800 refugess from ths hamlet arcas vic-
inivy 35 755380, despite ths fact that USHU uuics whidh conducted operations in that
arsa sicou:tered moderata~to-neavy outact. Documents and supplles captured iu thet
arca identif. 1gd,a“51g3-11f1ca. 1tomedical aid capdBILITYy ¥ SUBPELY the conteitisn:that
_ bhsse haml:t arsas a¥s utlllzed by VC [C ¥oFees—for the treatment ‘of their womided and
sick pareouiel, N

(&) The conteits of documents capeured durisg Macch will be translabed and
atalyzed i conjunciion witn Iud rcnorts iz ar effort to develop streiagth flgures of
guerilla widts and to catigorize them according to hamlets wd villages. & blackliat
vill also be nu_ﬂ 1snad. To data, ihe Jdrarslation of documsnts has indlcated tha
followi s

- (a) J!rom personal letters-that morale is low.

o ,(b) From official docum ngs-that the VG arc low on mine and boobytrdp
maverial dus o tas deliberate cteetrucuo . of dud mortar and artillery rouads by
frizadly patrols'a:d frisudly wiits co.duct 1.‘g seapch and destroy operdtlo~3: that’
4ho VU aru ricruiting yolig mon and:women for tiae Youth ¢LSSOClJ.t10 ‘that the VO .
ers s.aggerati-gireports of USMC casualties., ‘

(e} From personal records~tnat two VO ":Llled by Ua&\iu forcas vora off~
iciuls i ths local VU village iufrastrucsurs,

(d) Documents capiured did not 1-4uc¢te the preseice of Wi wiivs.
Ihg C=219&n-Local Force comp w7 and thy 120cn company,, _hovever were confirmed.

(5) bup tured WEpo: A8 ummu‘:c wers berzcrully iy fuir-to-gooc‘ conditiown; -
abu da.:cs of ‘capiur L,d QMW 1610-.,. A ths large volume of fire encouwitared during
coatucis Wit ‘thy chouny “agtublished the fact that ammu:ition resuppiy is uo problem.
whe UGG PHO Disiricty army advisor is compiling a list. of weapon serial aumbors dssued
to Piwiits wud thé :omes of PF soldiers. In ‘the futurs VC KIa and captured weaponus
will bz cnuclmd u;;al-.st thase lists. to determine poss1blo ve :.“fihuu“ce in the P¥F
wilis,

(6) tho Dis hI‘lct Uperatlox &l Intelligence Co uter(LO IG) was cs.,abllsncd and
bocame operationul on 15 March. «ll results of eremy coutacts aud szghtugs are
passsd to taz DUIC %o procass all. iatcllegence from Vietnamese sources'in au offury to
make mre iatelligent avaluatioins., Ia addition, I reports arc utilizizd in: con-
Jusceion with caphmcd documwts to sstablish. the validity and rulmblhty of Vlw—-
RPCENEN IS" SL)urC\aSo - . N

- S Pago (2)
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(7) PHTIQLLC ghecks indicate thet the Vistzamese ars cpmvisced USMC .. . wcewnd
presesce in bne DUC PEO area will CO_.ul e aad that greaier and bre.mtyr security
widl’ Egsule, : ‘ :

, (¢) Qno 515.1f1cth revort from doia 58 indicated $he nresenee on 13
HMarca =t BS 864339 of 50.Vietnamoss uno spoL, with a northors dislset and wore
yellow stars ou tacir snlrts. "This report had not besu confirmed by an indenen—

=% suurce, o

- (9) Heports from nl ner authority, Haiional Police znd other s.urcss havs,
‘indicaited tast the coastline of the LUC FHU arsa usad axteasivzly by VO forcss to
infiliraie mlllhn; csupnliss.from the arsa. 4&ll ialelligeace sources are avare of
EBI's rblmhlu G0 taVSp reportis and surveillance of tne coastal beachss is main-
taiasd by pround and asrial obsarvers.

sining . During March, formal trainiag COHSlSqu of 1) Classroom ingtruc-
tions om the numenclature and fuactioninmg of the M-16il rifle; familiarization
firing of the M-105l rifle. 3y 31 March, approsinately Su narcsnt of personnel-in
t02 battalion hed received the racuired instruction on the M-loEl, Battalion sup-
1y aaticipated 1ssuing bhe weapons o wde bab.alion commencing on 1 April, to be
comizleted oy 7 april. 2) Urisntetion and ;nc..octilautmn lactures io answly assigped
puISanul

e. Snecigl Upsrovions. Upsrabion LES0L0 contviausd through March. #re usat com-
pany and plataon size swesDs ware conducted; exbensive smell wait patrols and am-
Dushes contiausd, : ' ’ -

f, ®ucle.r, Bioleogical; Chemical, or othor Spocial tyoss of werfare. None

&. Command aand Contrel. During March, 3rd 3a, 7¢h Marinss was under the opera=~
tivnal control of vash Worce ..-Ray and under the «@ministrative coatrol of the 7th
Marines. The battalion nassed QPCUN of Co. #, 2nd Ba, 7ovh Marines tu its parend

orgarization, and assumed UPCUN: of £ Go..G,.2nd 3n, 7th Marines at 260845 March.
LGul E.J. BiUsialS vas fa command tas roughout the month.

f. Clise Combai. whe battalion wag in contuct ‘with the enemy throughout the
reporting neriod, oo S ‘ : : :

i. Hirz Suwopors. Batsery i, 3rd 3a ll i Marinss continuzd to deliver tinmely
and accurate indiréet fire in suwdort of the battalion during March., & substantial
.1,1’-; 8¢ .in artillery firepowsr resultsd on 25 Mar zh with the «4a¢ 1tlon of one

viatoon of 155ma (toved) noviszers from Battsry K, 4%a Bn, 1lth Mar nas and ong
wiatoon of 107mm mort.rs from Yaiskey Battery, 2né Bn, 11th Marines. oti1 adéitions
B0 the artillery capability ars lecaiad at FUL DauiG, - -

ammuaition e peaditurss for ths month of March were fr1llovws:

105ma duvlunadt 0 Lo7am(A0HTAR) 155mm HUwIT Lot WGP
o) Coegs 324 - 251 . 3,819
W - 1231 . S22 19 76
ILLUM 632 - o 3¢ 16 L

v-u)‘356 - S ’ o .152 ..

orr 1 fived 'a sotal of 346 missions, 298 of wiich ware observed. They re-
sn'lcu in 26 V0 sIa{Gonf) 74 VC KIa(Prob), 1/ VG wIa(Prob) and exteasive structural
Camage 4o fortified humlets in the IUC PHO area. OUn 24 March, despite hsavy in-
cunidg wnemy murvar aind rscoildeasrifle fire, the batiary deliversd effectivo
constsr-dabtery fire on susnecisd VO firing positions within 3 minutes of the
abtack, S - . ' : Co ‘ :
Lazvel gunfize suprort .continued to e used cutensively througaout the battalion

REAa

ares of £es’ OuSLUlllBy in support of mansuvering alements and ground =nd air obe-
' 5. Sl onoriing -the Babivalion -cduring March wer? the u S S Purner Joy
. - 2 Ry T et X St g . S R PIR YT
) S ourn (ug&#mﬁ U.S.5.. Peciteler, (I 8/0)

Pngﬂ (3)
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nfll ulJ; L3 Sse cun8y, Go L kille@ tarag nomlst gusrillas wt o’ 53&01 RHTOR o Ta b
turad 2 2 auta; "s; w1l wers Foung meles of JLllDuAJ ars who worae bLlacl pojraas,

Vowery discoverad hiding ia ..ural cives, C Y snoog socks alolg tha
$wo M.b~36 rifla:s, @ Mossin : s fen2 ”ﬂmuhltllu cﬁd

s cwaud_,." “¥hile cou. c¢‘u15,1- a daliperats swesn of VE

UL GUay, Co L killed Swo aore VC b 35 853390 wd eap—
L nmsat,  Goul, nrovidicg obssrvasion w02 olackzii: fnrcus
«ul Cui discovarsd o riceg cacnz ariuv &4 routi:su qékfcn of & masoury ssrTuc-
eure o 38 6Q2)c€ “he riez was s ovsd 1o & casiy us,, qur;j ~llon druns il
Smny sacist Co #, wihica laber oscunisd posision on BUT (Ua coutisued seareh o
desToy vperesiois i fhe healods soutia of UL GUA sd 0008 Merel =g A ast-
955G platoc of VO whp wors ¥aaki uciforns .of helmets ood wao wers armed with
?e 7 piflos. dsfors tos sieny broke costece, slamssts of Co. # killed 2 VO K.
(Cout) ot 7 78 ¥la (Prod) in a trsccalioc wi 55 &3¢30b,. _
' (2] at 05LMUUKE, o misevariag fire taem ofa scuad (Uain) patrol of (m I .
su)rls :@ @ grosp of ¥C in o tesucnline at 8S 871323, the fire tsam oud
auld biw VU u051ulous kitlicg six VO AIu (vonf) wiich 7.8200 wid hao
foru tﬂu Toilivi 1 Vi br ul GO s £led i-Go brush arsas. -
' (3) A TTo=go y z0 of thg ViGd sU00 (1) and (2) aamlas comnlais vie-
i:isy oo bJJo rasulied- in 8 VG K1. (Bouf), «s@ § VU L. \Erob) oa 10 Mureh, alumagts

of Co il.swesnliy wesiward ab .,j:; B3136r razeiveld aprroximadsly 3o rounds of
sm:1l arms firs from an =sti utua 20 Vb i Lortlflﬂc 3081»1)15. Co K &gaged 5he~
VU Zores a.d WrUSS'C ths o j
5 Vo id. \Brob,.= 'no
suﬂ-lst 5 V0 soicdng
Gidey 1o Cadbom v
Sl At L1035, S8 aasnol of Go L flenked o VU sainer position wounde
wepvoring nis M¢1 riLl~ a VC iaa a ninles gucrlllu from Lerdd 2180 (1),

-1

=1 rifle

v uf bu M, EOVL" aorhrard uuward Co Bls .
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Tamage, iHe¢ 7 VG KIa(Prob) in the action. USMC caswddiges tatalsd 7 ilaf’
1 Dui, and 5 #la (&VaCUawsD). Co K moving south into the hemlet at 3S 777373
killed one VG KLa(Gonf) ond ewo VG AIA(Prob) wiils swesning tha arsa, bo the rear
of Co F uuiis.
(7} At 240050 March, the 3/? c2 ani LSA a% FUT DalE came uacder adback
from 60mm end 82mm mortars ond 57man and 75mm recoilless riflss; incoming rounds
totaled oedwesn 200 and 250, Previously plannzd counter-mortar and counber- Bat-
t2ry comcenerations ware fired at obvserved muzzle {lashés within mi:mutes of the
altacls, 2vo gun pivs of Battery I recsived direct nits; the factical Fuel disdaneing
Sysueeim, and mogas 4og aviation gusollnu dumns in the LSa weras destroysd by fire,
Figed-wing siries and artillery firs wers (ivec:sd on VG firing positions and escap:
routes after the atiack; a deli.erate ssarch of avszs having besn used Yo locate
d@nsmy supporting arms positivas vas mude on 24 March; thirty-six 75mm 31 cannister
and firing positions for bnth rscoilleesrifles and 82mm mortars wers fonad. UYhese
positions h:d be-n thoroushly covered during countsr-baibtery fires, Information
from Provincial Hsconnaissance Units indicated the VO wers armed with aubtomatic
‘h’eaoons, local villagezs wera forced to bear asmanition, z2nd twelve rscoilless
iflss were used in the atuaclk, i
(8) acting on an intelligsucs report from LUC PHO District that stated a
small VO wnit was hiding in a cansfisld at BS 831349, elemsabs of Co & searched the
area Killing one VO KIa(Conf), detaining one VC, and cepburing one U.S. curdine,
(S} A% 2714208 March, che U.5.S. Ozboura (DU 8468) lying offshore aorth of
BYI GUa received apvrosimately 18 rounds of recoillumsrizle fire from VO positions
at 35 €35427. Supporting srms were brought to bear on the VU posiilons., Jhere
¥a8 a0 damagng to wne destruysr
v (V) va 27 Marca, Co ¥ confucted a search «ad dsstroy onsrabion of DUNG
JEUaal, viciadty of 38 O4535L; Gae Vietnwmsss vill.oe chief and national police
Teprasesnv-tives accompanied Co ¥ on the operavion. Co G/2/7 estublished dlocking
D081%1008 tu the wast and aoth gruund a8 ainborne PSywar 0Taadcasts vers mede;
villegers vere vorned that USNC forces had surrmaded the hamlet and thab they vere
%o rem.in in the area nsar tusir honses. When VO suspaechs wers sa22n slioning inio
the waltsr (Uab Lad SiH) vicinity of 58S 839350, thsy weve warnsd again by firs
¢ llubSJunK«-. “hils scresning the Duudd o AU v*lla#mrs,}lnltially. Gn K app~
shanded 3 detainses. Continuing its swesn, Go K aporehended 13 suspected VO
hiding in a . DdJkLr at BS 842351, HMuviag souvheast, searcaing ths baak or tha »ro-
mvnt::y, 3 more suspects wers: Gztalned. UZ-IE nallcoptars suaxortlng the opar~~
tion by obsurvation, 1;tu€ ‘*ﬂ;oxlm uely 3¢ VO hiding in She shallow wabter and
» arsa ab B35 845340, whoy were obaerved under waiar breathiag through bamboo
L ouf laged rith the mosg; thsy alS) usad samaans for hiding places. Jhe
hslicortars strafed tas VO in .nd wader th2 water so force t.em toward shore,
cgwch strafing run Some VO returnsd to shore and wore captured by Co &, dhis
Nrocess cnt.:mu 34 uhtxl all ths VO were edicher killed or cantured. As o reenlsg,
23 VO wsre killed and a to%al of 30 VO flushad from their conce 1sd positions. Ths
UTCllmlﬂmrv inverrogation of 4S detsinses Jvnxuhcnc°€ from the action resulted in
idsutiftyiag € hanlet guerillas, 5 hamlet vwolitical cadre and 36 civil defendents.
ALl miles cyptured or illsd were of milit&ry age, wall-fod and in sucellent
pm s1cul 'Vuond 11:. 1on- e,
- g Ma*gh Go 3/2/7, moving tu establish nightiieevosisions at BS
dasuroy opsration west . of WUI Daid, receivaed a hoavy
: om anpruiately 30 VO in concs 1sd positions at BS
@adlng elaments of Co G an wgbd the VO at hand grenads Juingte-lkilling

Paga (7)
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2@ 5 V6 il. (Prov). While ss.rehiny arss ifter the VO brols eon=
Y aad £1ad io%0 Ghe foliags, Uo G capiured ous M=l rifls, ois U.S, Carbiis, o:e
dait, cartridgs polbs,. wnm ition, miscellanéuus iftsme of scuipmeat and HuDeTOUS
documsnis, ~ arthllery oud fixodewing strikes were dirscted on lilksly VO zecaps
Toubes., R :

(12) . at 3vulsusd Marea;, Co Gf2[7, utilisi.g fixcé-wing sirikes i support
of its movemsut o ulghtiime postions following she actioa describad ia pars (11)
avavz, sufferad four i and 1¢ WIL whse an abtbaclk airer-ft, cosvrolled by a wula,
¢roped rocked ovdianez on 1us positiou, - |
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-
Time %o0.i0t ilotel
HS Col~) o | If RICHARDS
bth Sect, 8Lmm Mort Plt, HaS (o, '
2nd dn, 7th Marinas ‘
Dzt, 3rd 8n, llth Mariaes (AR7¢ Ln)
o sty 3rd 31, 11th Marives (mn In)
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