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Command Chronology. 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines May 1967

le Organizational Data

a. Location: DAI 10C, RVH
- b. Period Covered: 1-31 May 1967

‘¢. Commanding Officer, Staff and Chief subordinates:

Commanding Officer ' ITCOL J.S5. COUNSELMAN )
Executive Officer MAJ B. JORDAW (1 May-20 May)
_ - MAJ G.H. TURLE (20-3% May)
Adjutant 2ndlit W.E. XKBLLER, Jr.
Personnel Officer : 2ndLt K.J. WILEXERSON
s ' , 2ndlt E. JL POLASEK
. 8=3 ] MAJ G.H. TURIEY
. A10 - CAPP J.&. HALSTEAD
Bl : 1stLlt C,S. SIM
Supply O 1stlt E.C. RATHBOE
MO _ : letlt J.A. WILSON
Bn Surgeon : ' Lt F.E. WONG (MC) USHR
CommQ , GySgt J.F. CHOATE (1-6 May)
: ' CAPT C.W. ROSS (7=31 May)
Civil Affairs O (S-3) . 1s%lt J.B. PLYNN :
H%S Co ZndlLt D.R. RIGHARDS
I Co CAPT R.M. CLARK
% Co » CAPT G.W. JOMES
L Co " CAP? J.M, PIATT
M Co : CAFT G.¥W. ROSS (1-6 May)

CAPT J.B. HICKS Jr (7-31 May)

. d. Atbvachments: Enclesure (2) lists all attachments a.nd all units assign-~
. ed in Dﬂ*n"t Support of the batbalion.

e, Average Monthly Strength During Period: .

HBMC ' USH

32 Officers . ) 3 Officers
1035 Ehlisted 19 Enlisted

Sogquential Listing of Significant Hvents, especially as they relate to:

A. Fersonnel. The total number of personnel on hand within 3rd Battalion,
HWhivarines as »f 31 May was 1098. The total effective strength on 31 May
nw 1953. During the month of May 123 new personnsl were Joined %o this or—
gamzatlon, 167 were dropped from the rolls; 53 personnel rotated; 18 per—~
sonnzl were wounded in acvlion; 5 perscunel were lilled in action. Non-battle
casusltics evacuated: totaled 51, 21 of which have -since returned to dutly
by 3L May 1967.

b, 4Ldministration. No unusual or sgignificant problem areas were enoocunt—

e, JIntellisence

. Information obtaxddthrough district agents a.ncl higher haadqua.rters
taued to indicate the piesence within the TAOR of Main Force/NVA units
+ wission was to attaclk friendly targets that offer possibilitiss of
ssnetration, such as isclated outposta, CAC units, and refuzee villages.
leoments during the reporting period tehded to confirm such a mission.
" univs received nightly harrassing fire, and on one such occassion on
OL55H, CAC 2~2 (AT 865574) was assaulted by an estiasmbed 120 well disc&plined
’rroerps wearing green uniforms and carrying Chinese assault weapons. ILater
_m the moath, on 310130H VC equ:.pped. with M=14% rifles, terrorized a refugee

ailet at AT SLUU4EQL,
= [UNGLASS
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Bnemy contact for the month during daylight hours was very light;
l¥ant to moderate sniper fire characterized the hours of darkmess. There
was no boticeable increase in the number of anti personnel and anti
vehicular mines during the reporting peried, For thc most part, anti
personnel mines are concentrated in the “Rocket Belt® particulary in the
DUONG EAM (3) and BO BAN (1) hamlet complex, G5 &T 9568, and further
south in the DONG PHU (3) hamlet, GS AT 9562. There were 8 anti-vahicular
mines detonated during the month, 5 on Boute 14 west of DAI IOC and 3

on Route 5 north in G3S $569,

‘Secondary explosions foon artillery and 90mm rounds ware numerous in
the foothills and draws along the south bank of the SONG VU GIA across from
the Hill 52 (ZC 215553) combat base. It was on the basis of these explos-—
ions and frequent enemy sightings 4n addition to intelligence reports
eminating from the THUONG DUC CIDG Camp the Operation WEBSTER was conducted,
Unfortunately these indications of VO activity could not be timely exploit-
. 2d because af the unavailability of rotary and fixed wing support which

was diverted elsewhere. The result was only light contact with the ecneuye.

The VC apparently rcallze that the eastern boundary of the battalion
208 is the SO0NG YEH and that the river is not passable to troops. Sniper
activity from the adjoining TAOR ceased to be a problem, however, with
the lmpl@menmtation of coordinated activities with adjacent units and the
peclitioning of units so as to saturate the area, ]

Saturation patrolling has beén significantly effective in suppress—
ing VG activity in the "Rockoet Belt! in the northeast portion of the TAOR,
Co K from positions on Hill 10 (AT $23694) and Co I, 3/1, from positions
on Hill 41 @ 934663) each constantly conduct two three~day platoon size
patrols in the "Rocket Belt". A total of 3,066 small unit activities
ware completed in that area, 2,294 of which ware at night.

. 4 significant irntelligenae discovery wa,s liade on 7 May when a Co
) K Bald Jagle located a VO n.drborlng: site occupied by 5 VC. After driving
~ the V0 away, o scearch of 4he arosa at 4T 814637 uncGvered 20 houmss, with
‘caves and rice caches, 50 pigs and chéckens, bundles of black clothing,
w11z of blaeck cloth with Chinese markings,. and camouflage uniforms.

d. During May, formal training consisted of:

(1). Origntation and indectrination ledtures 4o newly assigned

raraonncl,

(2) One officer béing sent to Registersd Publications School,

(3) Aessignment of 40 personnzl to %kand Mine Warfare School,
2 parsonnel to Field Wire School, and 2 psrsonnel to Visbnamese Langvage
hool, 4 revision of the curriculum £fdr replacements was effected
day . The scope:cf the lecturss have bzon sxpanded and new lectures
the CUomm O amd FSCC Officer have beon instituted.

¢e Special Operations.,

Operation WEBSTHR, a s®arch and destroy in DAl 10C, DUC DUC, and
HUOHGE DUC Districts, commenced on 160715, Vary light contact character-
od ths opsration. which -terminated -on~381200H.” "Intelligencé gainoed from
SO ODGrJ.'L‘.lon enzbled the battalich to redistribute 1ts farces to provide
Lo ngcessary personnel for inrcreased patrolling and small unit operations
~Psowhere in the TaOR.

‘fe Command and Controls The 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines was under
Coperational and administrative control of the 7th Marines during the
. omtire month. Co I, 3rd Battalion, lst Marines eamo mndor opdrational
" control of 3rdBn, 7thMar at O6140CH. Co M was under operational contral
of letBn, 7th Mar from 191400H to 241530H.

e e e Rt e At o e i 0

s |uscsassiEn]

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

. - ¢

he Fire Support

(1) Artiliery

Babtery I, 3rdBa, 1llthMar from positions on Hill 65 (4T
883578) continusd to provids Direct Support to this battalion during
the month of May. Battery "E", 4th Bn, 1llth Marines remained in Gen-
eral Support of the battalion from peositions on Hill 65 except during
Operation WJ,STER (16May~18May )} when it assumed a Direct Support role,

Sixty two adjust fire missions were fired during the month;
they rssulted in 12 VO KI4& (Prob) and extensive structural damage to
the fortified hamlets in the vicinity of Hill 52, (ZC 215552). In adde
ition forty—seven unobserved fire missions were conducted onx the basis
of selected intelligence reports. :

In ordér to provide better long range observation of sus-
pected VO movement in the mounbainous arsas in tie southern and westera-
portions of the Batitalion's TAOR, whits phosphorous rounds were utilized
in an incdndiary role with excellent results. Fires, started by such
missions, burned away brush and exposed concealed infiltration and ex-
filtracion roubes. In one instance it enabled Go L to fire 9 H.E. miss-
ions in one three day period on suspected VO troop. movenmsents.

H&I fires were again used sxtensively by this organization .
during the month of #May. An average of 35 targets wers engaged nightly,
tie majority of these being in the "Rocket Belt'.

(2} Adrmor

Two platoon of tanks from Co B, 1lst Tank Bn, deliverod timely
and accurste direct fire on targets of opportunity throughout the report-
ing period in their direct suprort role. Utilized as troop carriers .
from positions on Hill 52, Hill 65 and Hill 41, they provided field command
ﬂrs with instaant reaction forces. On search and destroy missions, they
wlesred avenaes of advance in areas suspected of being booby trapped.

7 ons occassion a cannister round fired into a hedgsrow cansed four
Secondary sxplosions, .

Four ONTOS from Co "C", 1st Anti-Tank Bn, provided direct

‘re capability from positions on thb hill mass vic AT 93&633 and from
“02-1 vic 928608, The DNTOS, however, were not ubtilized 1n their mebile
capacity id accord with requests from higher headguarters.
i, Loglstlcse The MUMMS system was institﬂ%d in Battalion Swply
neitg the roporbing period. The reconcilation resulted in the resubmisse—
ton of 800 requisitiocns, bu no significant problsems were encountered in
«¥fzcting the changeaver. The Battalion has ample stocks of Class I,
TII, IV, and V itsoms; minor shortages do sxist in Class II materials.
The company combat base on Hill 52 received priority on Class IV materials
0 aid in the improvement of positions.

Vehicular maintenance problems encountered early in the month were
2lleviated to some extent by the return of three of the Een M~2741g
{Males) sent to 3rd FSR.  Procedural discroepancles izn—-lst and 2nd” echelan

intedance ware rectified with the aid of the FMFPac Assistance tcam.
ke logistical support capability of the battalion was temporarily hind-
*oed when two of the cight M=~54 cargo trucks adsigned to this orzanizate-
Lun were deployed elscowhere. On 28 May the itwo trucks were re-assigned
¢n this command, thus eliminating the diffieudty.

=
[\ =)
The wroblem of providing the continuous power necessary to maipntain b
refrigeration of perishable foeodstuffs was solved with the acquisition gﬁg 1
of a 30 KW generator. - e o
e==d}
Resupply of the company cambat base on Hill 52 (&7 788553) is pre- )
sently eoffected by helicopter and by IVP. Howsver, a Road Survey team =
from the 7th Engineer Brn has 1nV°Stlguted the possibility of opening
Route 14 between Hill 65 and Hill} 52 zs an MSR. Hesults were positive
and comstruction is planned for June.
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The movement of heavy vehicles across the SONG AI NGHIA, always
a problem in the past because of the 15 ton weight limit on the DAl
10C Bridge, has been greatly facilitated by the opening of a new
bridge with a weight linit of 60 tons at AT 914588,

Jes #ir Vefense, Wone

k. Combat Air Suppord .

The. lst MAYW contined to provide air support to the battalion
throughout this roporting periodi Fizdd~wing support was mirimal with
16 missions requested and 7 actually completed due to lack of TACAs.
Targets included objective area preps for Operation: WEBSTER =nd suspected
VC concentraticns. Radar Controlled Aerial Bombing (TPQ-10s) were used
extensively by the battalion with 518 missions beling requested to strike
suspected VC troop concentrations and to interdict VO supply/infiltration
routes, ™

Rotary~wing support was used primarily for resupply of the Hill 52
(ZC 215553} combat basei A4 total of 132, 750 pounds of supplies were
moved to that position., Timely medical evacuation missions were ‘sanducted
for 125 perscons, including 40 Vietnamsse civilians. In addition, 9 trcop
lifts were accomplished moving 981 troops. .

l. Civil Affairs/Civic Action

The Civial Affairs proggam continued to progress during the re-
porting perisd. The MED CAP program internally and externally treated
4550 persons, an increass of 1600 over the month of Lpril. In addition
40 Vistnamese were med-evaced to the DANANG civilian hospital. Rofugee
rescttlement still remained a problem; however, 19 familiss were moved
intc refugee villages. .

l The 10C MY village complex sucessfully conducted elections on 26
May. ©Security was provided by Co I and ric VC intarfarence occurred.

mne Fuglear, Biological, C];l_gn;ical," or other Special Types of

None.

3. CLommander's Harrative of Sienificant Fventa.

(1) Oc 031010H, a scout-sniper team attached to Co I at AT B38552
fuciiad 1 VO with a weapon approximately 60C meters away at AT 837547,
‘ne rouwnd of 7.62um was fired and the VG fell into the SONG VU GIA: the
zoum coulid not be searched becamse of the river barrier, btut the body was
huszived not to move. 1 VE KIA (C).

(2) On OLO935H May, a Co M Sparrow Hawl, was helilifted to AT 855693
w0 econduct a search and destroy operation where elephants carrying heavy
guipaent ware reoported. Signs of recent elephant passage were found
1% no contact with the ¥C could be made. Co M returned at O41BOCH,

(3) On OLRO15H tanka deployed at Co L%s combat base at AT 787553
Zirod upon and destroyed a house located at AT 791554 after 2 V{ wore
rmse"vc“ tnrough fhe infra red scope to enter the house. Two (2} .G - -— - oo

1i4 (P).moos racorded when-a search of the area on 050745H found drag
“orks and numerous footprints.

(#) On 051010H May, a tank manuevering in the vicinity of Co Lts
wombat base on Hill 52 struck a mine at ZC¢ 214551 ca.u.suzg 3 USMC WIA.
‘e tank was moderately damaged.

(5) GCo K waes inserted by holicopter at AT 837649 as a Bald BEagle on
P51.930H %o exploit a reported finding by a reconnaissance unit of a large
»ice cache and VO ackiviitFe.

(6) On 061015H Msy, O USMG riding on tanks returning to the Co M=3
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combat base at AT 923695 were wounded when a command dotonated 82mm _
explodod in a trees Two (2) VC were seon running from the area and were
killed by small arms fire. A search of the area where.tho VG bodies foll
rroduced comm wire leading to the site of the explesion,’

{?) An artillery misesion c¢alled in by a Go L combat patrol at AT
787553 on 061245 May lkilled 2 VC (P) when 1 round was observed to fall
among 8 VC with weapons at 2ZC 197547, A search of the area could not be
conducted because of a water barrier, the SONG VU GIA.

(8) On 061200H May a new boundary change wag gffoctol bofenaiaels iMictioserd
7th Marines TAOR to include the "Rocket Belt”. On 061400H 3rasn, 7t¢h
Marines received OPCON of Co I, 3rdBn, lst Marines, which assumed positions
on Hill 41, at &T 935663,

{9) On 071700H & GCo K Bald Eagle came upon 3 VC in green uniforms with
. woeapons. The VO were taken unler fire, but fled into the dense brush and
jungle. A search of the are at AT 814637 found what apparently was a VG =
training area. The complex consisted of twenty houses with 15 ft caves nearby;
pigs and chickens numbered about 100; clothing, including camouflaged utilit-
ios, anti-american propoganda and a handwritten Jjournal was also uncovered,

(10) On O71845H an AD working with Co L spotted 6 VC with weapons flee
into = cave at 4T 802537, Six VC KIa (P) were recorded when 10 rounds of
90mm from %anks located on Co Lls combat base had direct hits on the cave
and sealed it.

{11) XC Scouts working with Co L at 4 799558 apprehended a VG on
0B0630H. 4 M=-26 gronade discarded by the VG was found.

{12) Co K continuing their Bald Bagle search and destroy at &4F 815631
on O809C0H, uncovered a large rice cache in what appeared to be a VO staging
. arca., Three huts wore found along with bundles of black c¢lothiang and 250
rolls of black c¢loth, bearing Chinese markings. :

(13) On 081250H, Co K Bald Bagle with a reconnaisance unit from lst
Escon Ba acting as point cazme under heavy automatic weapons fire from an es-—
timated 6 VG at &7 814631, A platoon from Co K assaulted the VG positions
uh the VO fled and no further contact could be made. The reconnaisance unit
suffered 2 KIA and 3 WIA, Cec X, 1 WIA.

e

{14) 4 Med~Evac helicopter on 081335H sent to remove the reconnaisance
unit casuelties at AT 8L2631L lost power and crashed reinjuring the modevacs
and two erewmen. The helicopter was destroyed.

(15) On 091615H 2 Co L squed combat patrol fired 7 rounds at 2 VC fleeing
intc the bmash at AT BO25L45, A search of the arca revealed a house with a
blackbsard showing the DANLNG air base and the defense of the DANAIG area.
Pictures of planes and helicopters were sketched on the walls, along with
a detalled drawing of a B.d.R.

. {16) ©Three VC XIA (P) were recorded when an ambush was sprung by CAC-

34 on a squad of VC on 092300H at AT 928704. Before the area could be searched .
the V0 dragged the bodies away under cover of small arms fire and gronades
which killed one USMC and wounded 2 others.

i i o A T = T T - )

s e = (1B Y KT at tempt to damage or destroy the Dal LOC Bridge at AT 913577 was
effectively thwarted on 092345H, TFive VC hanging entc the sides of a 10.
foot boat carrying unknown equipment were taken under heavy S/A and automatic
weapons fire from positions on either side of the bridge and on the center
uf the bridge. The boat was destroyed and sunk; the bodies of the 5 VO weras
observed to float downstream and could not bs found.

{18) On 120730H a Co L squad reconnaisance patrol at 4T B06544 directed
a 8lmm barrage on & VC with weapons on the south bank of the SONG VU GIA at
AT BYhshz, A4ll 4 VG appeared to hava been hit but a search of the ares could
not be conducted because of the river barrier.

an
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{19} At AT 8065 26 L squad reconnaisance patrol observed 2 VC
dressed in khakl and black uniforms without weapons moving along a trail at
AT 808540. Long range sutomatic weapons fire accounted for 1 VC Kli (P),
the other fled into the bpaush, The VU GIA river again prevented a search.

{20} A sguad reconnaisance patrol from Co L at AT 805544 observed 9
VC in khaki uniforms with we=pons g:thering at 47 817547 an 121845H. Oalling
for an 8lmm fire for effect, the patrsl observed 1 round impact near S5 of
the VC. One VO KIA (C) was confirmed through field glasses and 4 others
were apparontly wounded.

(21) Two VC TIi (P) were recorded when an Go I squad successfully am-~
bushed a small group of VC at 20 206555 on 122330H, 4 search of the area
was delayed when the ambush received incoming grenades. 4 later search
revelsed no bodies, .

{22) Two VC KIa (P) resulted at AT 813541 when an 8lmm round landed
upon 2 VG with weapons fleeing. Phe fira nission was called in by a Go L -
reconnaisance patrol on 130915H at AT B8065hk4.

(23) Oxn 131450H co 1, 3rdBn, 1lst ﬁa.rines, OPCON to 3rdBmn, 7th Marines
conducting a search and destroy operation in the "Rockst Belt" along the
SOLG YEN at AT 959684 located § empty rocket launchers in a hole in the river.

(24} On 140155H CAC~22 at AT 865574 was assanlted from the northeast,
northwest, and scutheast by 3 groups of 40 Main Force/NVA. Ancther group
of 6 attacked a bridge on the eastern portion of the of the perimeter dut
were drivea off., Penetrations of the perimeter were made in the northwest
and northeast sector under cover of 30 rounds of 50mm mortar fire, 15 rounds
of 2.75 rockat fire, numerous grenades and heavy rifle and sutomatic weapons
fire, The VC were #riven off by grenades, S/4, and A/W fire. Forty rounds
of 105 HE, 30 rds of &6Umm, and 30 rds of 8irm 5.11u.n1na.tion wore fired on

likely aveénues of reotreat. Two USHG and 4 PPs were killed: 3 USMC and 4
Pifs were wounded, Numerous blood trails; bandages and grenades were found
Yy a OCo I reacttor forcesearching the arca, The VG wers observed to carry
ofs at least 10 bodies.

{25) On 140240il the Co L combat base om Hill 52 at «T 787553 roceived
iie wounds of Sf/4 and AW fire and 8 rounds of 8lmm HE from VC at AT 79294,
senty rounds of 8lmm and 1C rounds of 60mm counter mortar. fire were directed
20 the suspectdd target. There were no casualties.

25) A Go L OP at 4T 787554 on 141030H called 6 rds of 155mm on 3 VG
Lo ;,‘;‘ng unlmown equipment at 20 187534, An adjusting round scored a direct
it and 3 V6 KIA (P) were recordsd. A search was prevented by the river
ier.

(27) 4t 160530H Co L observed 5 VO at AT 815543, One KIA (P) resulted
o o~ gacub-snipar fired two rounds 7.52mm,

(28) W7 15H Operation WEBSTER, & battalion(-){Rein) operation
omenesd. I. end Go XK were tactically deployed by IVls of the lgt Amtrac
: asroes the CUFE VU GIA at 206 197554 and ZC 212543 to conduet search and
SOBCEUT rnw"**oqs ithrua the TAM BIEP and the NGOC KINH hamlet complexes
im Geid Sguoves AC 2054. zC 1951; and 2C 1955. - -

(2o av %G 195555 on 161700H Go on Operation WEBSTER ongaged ¥ VO
"1 veapoas as close range. A search of the area resulted in 1 VC XIA (C)
TTE 3 V6 KIA (P). 1 USMC was killed.

{30) 4 Go L smcreening patrol on the north bank of the SONG VU GIA
Zired upon 2 VO at AT813543. The VO worso attompting to flee Operation
S2ER forces conducting search and destroy cperations in the drawe, foob-
aills and villiges alenz the south bank of the SONG VU GIA, A search of the
arsa confirmed 1 VC #la,

(31) Operstion WEBSTER terminated at 181200H, ‘IH N .lﬁl\\‘ )
N, l..l[.,
NP ASS m-.m 1
—ﬂmﬁamEﬁimwmhf
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7th Marines

*4gt Marine Division (Rein
FPO San Francisco, Galifornizig_jﬁ_b___()ﬁ:l‘____,_____
Admin Chisl . ————j—
Opns O/NE O 3/107 fyrse

Rsst Opns O 3480 - %‘__.741’

Rest Cons/H2E92 June

Froms GCommanding Officer : ons ¢
To: Commanding General, 1st Mar Div (Rein) Mﬁ*\

Subjs Combat After-Action Report, Opera.tlon "SI’ER

Refs (a) 1st Mar Div O 3480.1

1« In accordance with Reference (a) the Combat After-Action Report
for Operation WEBSTLR, as contained in Enclosure (1), is forwarded,
Thig Headquarters concurs with the recommendation of the Commanding
Officer, 3rd Bn, Tth Mar in that additional operations should be con-
ducted in the area west of DAI LOC and south of the S0NG VU GIA.

2. It is noted that Operation WERSTER was modified from its original
plan and conducted on a lesser scale with fewer forces than plamed,
While no significant enemy contact was gained, the operation did pro-
vide hard evaluation of recent intelligence produced on the aresa con-
tingent to a new combat base, Heligble information was also gained
relative to suitable crossing sites and fording places on the 3CNG VU
GIA; this information will prove valuable in the planning of fuuure
operatlons in this area.
, P

! R S A S

c. o CR'O'SS.PI.SL?(
Tk

DISTRIBUT IONs S & C FILKS
. HEADQUARTERS

Ons 1at Mar Div 1 IST MAKINE DIVISION, FMS

1
GO, 11th Mar 2 67 22149
"0, 3rd Bn, 11th Mar 1
O, 1st Bn, 7th Mar 1 Copy_4/ ot [T copies
00, 2nd Bn, Tth Mar 1 ‘
€O, 1st Tank Bn 1
C0, 1st Engr Bn 1
€0y 18t SP Bn 1 ~
00, 3rd ANTRAC Bn 2 AN 7thMar S&C Log Nr.
CO, Co C 1st Engr Bn 1
C0, Co B 1st Tahk Bn 1 a8y en br# 4436
Files 2
Total 26

OWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INPERVALS
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LT T T B, ATLTMOT . From pos:.tions “on Hill 5 52, ZC 215553, a light sectlon of tanks

L ]
ORADQUARTERS
3rd Battalion, 7th Marines
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMPF
FPO San Franclsco, California 96602

3/EDPJAa1}
3480
23 May: 1967
Fromt: Commadding Officer
Toz Commanding Officer, 7th Marines
Subj: Combat Aftor-Action Heport, Operation WEBSIER
Ref: (a) DivO 3880.1 ZthMar S&C Log Nr. !
1. GCode Hame. Operation WEBSTER C).3_‘Z§__élc°p7# M

2. Dates of Operation. 160715# to 181200H May 1967

3. Location: DAl 10C, DUC DUC, and THUOHG DUC Districte, QUANG HAM Prove
ince, RVl

L, Control or Command Headguartierg: Third Battalion, Seventh Marines

5. Iask Organization. Third lattalion, Seventh Marines

BE&S Co(=) Command Group Alpha
o L(Rein) QaPo PIATD
Tmy Go C, 1st Engr Bn '
Tm, Scout Smiper Plt, 7th Marines 3rd Bn.”lth Mer. Log No

HST Tm, lst Shore Party Bn

FO Tm, Btry I, 3rd Bn, 11th Mar 232 -£ 7 copy #fef#7 |

FiC Tm, 3rdBn, 7th Marincs i !
» JrdBa, 7 ; S8 13E7
Ce XK(Rein) . "CAPT JONKS )

Tm, Co C, 1lst Engr Bn ’

Tm, Scout Sniper Plt, 7th Marines

. 38 Tm, lst Shore Party Bn-

FO ®m, Btry I, 3rdBn, llthMar

6e Supportins Forces.

a. 1lst MiW provided air support, which included one period of %troop
cover by Uh=18 gunships, missions by aerial observation aircraft, and nine
fizxed-wing attack missions. %The aerial obaservers were efficient and effec=
tive both in visual observation and TACA capacities, Thiring the first day,
fixed wing preporatory strikes were plagued bty duds; during the memainfling
oune and oune-half dayes they were bampered hy delays and mission diversions,. -
The strikes which were conducted, however, were effective and provided ax-
cellent target coverage. Rotary-wing logistioc support and troop lifts were -
planned for the initial concept of operations, but were cancelled due to a
lack of aircraft avallablility. There was negative bomd damage assesment

in sefferal instances, though air was ‘credited with structural damage to
fortified hamlet areas and at lecast 4 VC KLi (P)«

T e ST s e LT e

of 1lst P1t, Co B, 1st Tank Bn, provided diroct fire support capability for
manuevering elements on and across the SOHG VU GIli, 1lst Blt(~-), Co 4, 3rd
Lmirac Ba played an important role in the concept of cperations. The ILVT's
provided field commanders with rapid overland and waterborne movement to and
from the obBjéctivé aresa, in addition to.serving as resupply carriers: - River
reconnaissance patrols were also conducted in coordination with search and
destroy operations of ground forces. Some difficulties, however, were en=

countered with mud banks and ra,nﬂba,rawhile searching for sultable river cross-— -
ing arecas.
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= C. s 8ty I, 3rd Bn, l1llth Marines an! !try K, 4th Bn, llth
Marines om Hill 65 vic AT 884578 provided the D/S artillery fires. Twenty.
observed fire .missions effectively provided preparatory fires for battalion
and compa.mr ob.)ecblves. Zxtensive HZI fires were plotted on suspected VG
supply routes as well as on possible mortar sites. No on-call or close

defensive fire miesions were utilized. Communications and reaction time an
missions was facilitated by the displacement of a foerward FSCC to a position
on Hill 52,

Pe - L

{1) 1% was a.nt:.cipa:bed. that up to one company of Loecal Forcervc‘ :
(Reinforced with Main Force) would be located in the objective area.. Freg~
uvent intelligence gathered ty THUOHG DUC CIDG Camp placsed two-td-five eneny
platoons in the NGOC KINH hamlet complex.

.

(1) The concept. ¥o Cperesion WEBSTER was.based on the intelligence’
feports from THUOHG DUC CIDG Coamp in addition to continucus indications from
small arms’ fire from the objective area, flashlightd wnd movement at night,
TPQ~1Cs and H&I fires which produced secondary explosions.

¢, ¥C Strength and ;gggg;ﬁigg Encounter ggﬁ

. (1) During. the operation there were no encounters w1th Mai.n_-Force
VG and ofly’ three 1nc1dents 1nvolving loca.l—VC snipers.

d. VC Ugg§§ ggg ;; Qé
(1) None . L ‘_ o

(= Décunents’ captured ‘wére riotv Local Force or a Ma.in Force nature.
They pertained to tax collection and lists of villagers in the objective area
who were- p.aylng taxes to . the local Viet Cong infrastructure.

o £3) Interroge.t.:.ons of wvillagers. d.xd. not. reveal an&y unit designation.
In one ca.se. hdwever, villagers stated that" in the hamlet of MINH TAN (1) a7
825542 there veré 3 ¥C in the hamlet on the. morning of the 18 May, they wera
TRPeT ed]y wea.r:.ng sandals”black pa.;}a.ma,s, and rain hats, .each with a red
star and yellow background, and.- who .were a.rmed. w1th Mals riflea, .

o """ca Int ] ce Gai .

(1) THe hamlets in the objective area wers literally deserted and
there was no indication. of indigenous perscnnel attempting to work the farm=
land,  Most..of  the fru:.ts such as bana.nas, melons had been strippd of the
hamlet a.rea.s. T e Lt e .. . : .

(2} There were no new fortifica.tions enpountered. Fortifications
consisted mainly of fighting holes and trench systens. Prev,!:.ous bombings
have destroyéd mest of the houses aind bomb shalters and there were no indicate—
ions that the fighting holes and trench systems had been recently used. . In
ong case, hovever,Atrench ¢ that ~extended from . -aT 813542 tc. approx AT 817542
ishcwpq zont inuous ﬁs"?':“"th.ere was 1ittle or no Vegatation growing in it. Righte
ing noles were orevalent along each a.nd eVery trail 'and were spaced from five
to Sl.A. faetb. a.part. - .
B = "““-‘*-M:M‘A._._:S S el s .
(3) 'There were only two or t‘lree old bunkers encount.ersd which ==
were destroyed. Five to six small caves ware discovered in the wicinity
e of_ _the stream and trall,ﬁ.m.nct:.on ak, AT 802538.% One.cave., Wa.s dlscovered at
1 AT 80553& t‘nt indlcated s:.gns of recent ocmmatlonh .
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"o LL'L\SBH—]' 0 { is:Telt that the VC are using m@nrstre&ma in the

ive area as harborine sites, BExploitation and verifica.iocn of this,
howaver, could not be accomplished 2us to the amount of terrain to be
covered in a short period of time with limited forces. The trails at the-
base of the hills were not well used indicating that the V€ are not util-
izing trails due to almost continuous observation from OByand that they

i are probably ueing stroan beds and foliage a8 their primary means of tra—

vel.

(5) One cantured documents gave the name of a VC informant employed
in the DiNuNG arsa, This information has been passed to proper authority
for action, :

f. Zerpain.

(1) Critical Terrain. Hill 52 (Co L Combat Base) and hills eouth
of the objective area were considered key terrain. Without an outpost or
obscrvation post established in the hilla of sbmth of the river, the Viet
Cong apparently have freedom of movement and can cheerve all friendly operat—
ions and movement conducted in this area. The hills of the objective area in
the vic @S AT B053-8153-8253-8252 were also considered key terrain, Thess
hills, thoush they do not provide good concealment, should be considered as
a potential site for the estxzblishment of a2 new combat base.

(2) Observation & Fieclds of Fire {(See para 1). The hamlet complexwes
offer excellent obsorvation and flelds of fire for VG unitse. It iz impossible
to navigate the SONG VU GI. and adJacent open rice fields to enter their
hamlot area without being detected during daylight hours.

{3) Cover and Concealment. The hamlets and hill areae south of
the obJjective offer excellent cover and concealment, VG can move forces
throughout the vegetated arcas with little danger of being observed.,

(4) Obstacles. Natural obstacles were the SONG VU GIL.. and natural
hedgerows, Man-mado cbstacles were barbed wire, bamboo fences, and pungi
pits which tended to channelize movement into sach hamlet, :

{(5) Avonues of Approach,  Thers were no main avemies of approach
%o the obJective area. There were, however, two established crossing points
on the SOWNG VU GIa for IVTs at ZG 205553 and from AT 828548-4T B30551. Mud
oo the soft banks and a strong four or five Kkwt current carried the Amtracs
offcourse and onto sandbars, The LVT's crossing of the SOiG VU GI4A in GS
A#F 8254 proved to be axcellent and should be oxploited by armor in any future
operation on the southern river bank. '

(6) The heavily vegetated foothills and draws vic GS 7953, GS 8053,
and GS 8153 offer the VC good covered and concealed supply and infiltration
routes.

e. Weather.

(1) There was no inclement weather during the operation, The high
tomperatures, however, did result in eight heat exhaunstion BB casualtics.

8. MISSIOH.
The original mission was as follows,

3rd Ban(-)(Rein), 7th Marines conduetas search and deetroy operations of
e g hamlots alongsouth side of SONG VU Gli, southwest of Hill 52, It ¥as enlarged
£y § O iAcIgde A redsnnaISSANCETIN-ToTe6 of tHe d¥aws and foothills southeast of
Hill 52 along the south bank of the SONG VU GIA, and a reczon Hor river
crossings in the vicinity of the objective areca.
?- Concept of Operationg. 3rd Bn{-)(Rein), 7th Marines executes riverins _
ss32ult aboard IVTs to the hamlot complexes southwest of Hill 52, along south
bank of SONG WU GIia. Co K lands at ZC 212543 and conducts search and destroy
opezations westward through Objectives ERAVD, NGOC KINH (1), vie ZC 204543,
Co L lands at ZC 197554 and conducts search and destroy operations westward
through objective DELTA, Ti HIRP, wic ZC 195550. Co K and Co L move on wmrder
to conduct parallel search and destpoy operations westward thru Objsctive ALFPHA,
"NGOC KINH (2), vic 20 198542, and Objactive CEARLIE, the hamlet complex, vie ZC
190544, On order companies retrace axis of v
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aet4T Tiver and land reconnaissance of areas in G5 ZC 2153, AT
bpesT s 2053, and 8153. Co L displaces bty IVT to company combat base on Hill
52 Co X displaces by LVT to Hill 65.

HOTE: The original comcept of operations invodved the use of helicopter
assault to block VG escape routes. Due to the inavailability of rotary-wing
support, however, a modification utilizing IVTs was ordered. The "operztioms
was planned on or about 1 May 1967,

10, EXRCUTION.

a. D=Day, 16 May 1967, Co K and the 4lpha Command Group departed the
Bno OP at 160715H Ly truck to Hill 65 where they boarded LVTz and displaced
to Hill 52. Security.for the IVls was provided by tanks, one of which
struck a mine at ..T 815549, no casualties were sustained and the tank was
towed back to Hill 635, 4ifter artillery prepafation fires were conducted, Co K
executed a crossing by IVTs. of thé, SOHG VU GIA south of Hill 52 and landed
at ZC 212543 at 16103uH. Parsalle@ search and destroy operations were con-
cunducted, Objective DELTA the hamlet complex centered et ZG0 195550, and
Ohjective BR.YO, the hamlet complex centered at 2C 150544, was searched by
Co I late on the afternoon of the 16 May. Go ¥ established control ower
objective BRAAVO at 161600H, The battalion(-) established night defensive
positions in the LiP THUAN hamlet complex at 40 185538 after linking up at
1£1700H with TAUONG DUC CIDG blocking forces at ZC 183549, Co K had negative
snemy contact during the day, One detainee, howavar, was apprchended when
ain M-26 grenade was found in hies homes ©Co L had light contact, with VC
snipers. Brief firefights at close range resulted in 1 VC ¥XIA (C) and 3
VC KT4 (P) and 1 USMC Elia, Blood trails aud one body were found when the
area was ssarched at ZC 194551, Three Vietnamese were detained when they
were apprahended carrying wet, muddy hloroistained ~lothing. CIDG forces
reported that they had uncovered a large rice cache and small hand grenade
factory ai 20 186532,

be DZl, 17 May 1957. Co L retraced it axis of advance of 16 May through

abjectives CHARLIE and DiEIl.i. OCo K retraced its axis of advance of 16 May
through obJjectives ALPHA and HRAVO. Go K slso conducted reconnaissance=~in
force patvols in the foothills and draws along the south bark of the BOHG
Vil GIA east of the H-5 &rid Line 7¢. OCo L moved tkru Co X 171200H and
conducted socurity patrols in the HINH Pad (1) hamdet, vic AT 825542 with
negative contacte The units copmolidated night defensive positions on the
hill mass at 4T 810538, The only contact occurred whan a Co I patrol on the
north bank of the river tock 2 VC under fire at long range. 4 search of the
area at AT 813543 prodaced 1 VC IT4A (C). Co Il uncovered allarge cave that
showed signs of recent occupation at 4T 805538, The cave, which was 40

fest deep, & feet long, and 3 feet wide, was destroyed. There was no snony
contact at night.

c. D32, 18 May 1967. Co L at 181030H executed a crossing of the SONG
VU GIi by LVT to Hill 52, Co X with the alpha Command Group conducted river
reconnaissance and security patrols. Contact was made by Co K at AT 824541
on 180950H with three VC carrying packs and rifles. The VC immeddataly
broks contact and fled east. 4 search of the area produced 1 detainee who
upon interrogation, admitted to warning the 3 VC that. the USMC were approache
ing. A search of the detainee's house uncovered medical supplies and a VC

tax ecollection records.-Co-K-displeced-to—the-morth-banks of thHs SONG QU
GI4 &y LVIF at 181200H. At 181600H CIDG forces searching the Opersation

WEBSTER objective areas found 5 graves at ZC 186543. A4Air and artillery

were rgported by a local refugee to have accounted for the killing of the
fivo VC. Uperation WEBSTER teorminated at 181200Ha.

e3de- Regulbge - - - e = N e
a. Personnel V

(1) ZFriendly Jusses
- - 4

DECLASSIFIED -



7|

(&) Ka-1

(b) WIa=D
{e¢) WBC-8

(2) Enemy ILosses
(a) K14 (0)=7
(p) EIs ()3

{c) Detainess~s

by Fortifications and Fguipment Destromed.

(1Y C©IDG forces destroyed 3 recently occupled caves in the hamlet
at ZC 186532 on 1617C0H and 2lso destroyed sme what appeared to be a small
tool end forzing workd), apparently used to make hand srensdes and detonating
devices, .

(2} Co K found 1 M-26 hand grenade on a detainee at %0 198543 on
171240H.

” (3) Co ¥ found ard destroyed a 40 X 6 X 3 cave at AF 805538 on 17=-
+00H,

(4) Co K searched a detainesds house at AT 823541 on 180905H unw=
covering VO medical equipment indluding pills, hugtle Aressings, and a
plasma bottle. 4 letter deseribing the amount of rice paid to the VC was
also found. :

12. Administration Matters. Administrative plarning waéim apd detailed, .. -

as Supply. 4ll resupply wuring the operation was by IVI. Prior tdthe
operation water aud rations were stockpiled at Hill 52, and were Arawn as
needed., Troops carrisd a prescribed load of 3 MCIs, two canteens of water
and a B4 of ammunition. '

b. HMaintenance. No significance problem areas wsre encountered with
tracked vehicles. ’

¢, Treatnent of Casulaties. Med evac for the USMC KIi and the 8 heat
carualties was adequate. ’

de Transportation

Co ¥ and the 4lphe Command Group were trucked to Hill 65 at 160715H,
Special roadsweepa by Co C, 1st Engr and Co L, lst #ngr enabled the MSRs to
be opeunsed early for the movement. Ten (10) IVPs were utilized to move Co K
and the alpha Command Group- overland %o Hill 52, The IVNTs wers then deployed
to cross tha SONG VU GIA. Retrattion was also by IVPs to Hill 65 and then
bty truck for the return of Co I and the Alpha Command Group to the respective
conbat bases, . . - - .

e —— T T

€. Communicatidns. a radic Telay was estabrished on Hill §5 amtne— ————

serisous ©Tublems wers encountered. o

f. Medical Evaluation, See 12 c.
13, Speecisl Bguipment and Teshniques. -None -~ - _ e
1, Commanders analysis.

a. The or'igina.l coumcept of operation for Operation WEBSTER was for a two
company vertical envelopment to the western periphery of the objective area.
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Helicopter insertions at this position would have enabled the manemvering
forces to utilize the natural obstacle of the SONG VU GIA to its full ad~-
pvantage by cordoning off any enemy forces, This coneept had to be modified
/ when sufficient helicopters wepe not available for an expeditious troop 1ift,
Amphibious tractors, each carrying approximately 25 troops, did provide a
reasonably fast movement across the river, but once ashore troop movement
through the heavy undergrowth and destroyed hamlets was quite slow,

b, In late 4prily a new Gompany Combat Base was established at Hill
52 (AT 788553), a hill mass stratically located in the north side of the
SONG VU GIA. Since the establishment of this forward operating base; the unit
had contimially reported sightings to its northwest, west and southwest,
These daily reports indicated a substantial amount of movement was. being acee~
complished by guerilla/hard core insurgent forces. On the night of 14 April,
Co L positions on Hill 52 received 82mm mortar fire and several hundred rounds
of small arms fire, This VC a.ctwity“'(iicated offensive action was necessary
to effectively evaluate the immediate potential VC threat to Co L's position,
This operation, although not one of any military signi#hce did achieve two
accomplishments.

I ' (1) The extensive intelligence available in this area, was found to

be ovar rated, since little or no rocent activity was noted in the objective

area. The knowledge gained from this operation i.e., the lack of an immediate
threat to Hill 52, allowed the battalion to completfiy realign its esta.blished
combat bases and operational forces to better support the SOR.

(2) The SONG VU GIA was found to fordable for amphibious vehicles in
severa.l places and, crossable to tanks in at. least one position.‘ This latter
cross,lng ca.pabllity could, and should. 1ay a ma.Jor role in’ a.ny future op-
era.tions aoheduled. in the Gommrllmmpmmmcm area.a. > e

, Since the obJec’clve area was a.lmos’c complet]y deserted no comment ha.s
to be ma.de as to actzons te.l:en with non—comba.ta.nts. '

A/-.B_e_qu;uendat_qag_-
2., 'l‘hat a.mphibious tractorsa a.nd tanks be included in a.ny fu.tu.re ouerat:lons

]éillznne(d for -the GORDON/INTEPEITENCE sreas on the south side "of thw SONG VU

" b, That contmous short’ ‘duration’ operat:.on be eonducted. 1n “the INDEPEND-
itk /(‘-OR.DON area:’ This offensive action will’ proportunately reduce V¢ move=
ment and any 1mmed1a‘oe threa.t to the DAI IDG Snb-Seﬁtor. o '

. UNSEIMAN
Lieutenant Colenel. U. S. Marina Corps
Coma.nding o

K
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n oo diy, 7ol Marines

H&S CGof(=) 1T RICEARDS
Lth Sect, 8lmm Mort Plt, HES Co
2nd 3n, 7th Marines
Det, 3rd Ja, 1lth Marincs (ARTY Ln)
Det, 3rdin, 1lth darines {WGF In)
Let, Hg 2n T

Det, 9th 10T, FME

Jst, 7th CIT, IM®

Let, CivAfrs Unit (A4)

Sqd, MP Co
Det, MaSS 3
Det, 7th Comm Ban (I3 Tm)
Det, Scout Sniper £lt, 7th Marines
Clr Pl (ueln), Co D, lst Med Bn
Ca C(-), lst SP Bn
2nd P1%(-), © Co, 1lst Bngr Bn
LSa, IPLSG-3RaVA
3rd Plt, B Co, lst aAntitank Bn

vT g?EIlE! , CAPT CLARK

-t o, MSL, C Co, 1lst SP 2n
ﬂ fm, BLtry I, 3rd Bn, 1llth Marines
b Em, 8lmm Mort Plt, H&S Co
e 2nd Plt, © Co, 1lst Hngr 3o
rd Bect, S8lmm Moxrt Plt, HIS Co
»d Sect, 1l068R Tlt, H&S Co
iy Hg Btry, 3rd Fn,  11th Marines {BGF Spot Tm)

If JONES

%, HST, Co €, 1lst OP sn
-~ ¥m, 8lmm Mort £lt, EsS
fm, Btry I, 3rd3n, 1lith Marines
2ad P1li, € Co, 1lst HEngr Bn
g Btry, 3»d Ban, 1lth Marines

Toot Tr)
. 1), CADD PIATT
! Co, 1st SF Bn
Slmm Mort P1lt, H&S Co
. Btry I, 3rd Bn, 1llth Marinss
oo 2o 2Lt € Co, 1lst dngr Bn
v, g Btry, 3rd Bn, llth Marines
T oF Spot Tm)
-5 Sect, 3rd Plt, B Co, lst Antitanlk Bn
x CAPT ROSS
.. HS ist 5P Bn
‘12, 8lmm Mort Plt, H&S
“m, Btry I, 3rd Ban, 1llth Marines
- 2md Plt, C Co, lst Engr Bn
o Llhzgd.-.3~ﬁg7tngvlari_n,esw., e ien + oz CAPT WEESON.
"SSP ¢ Co, 1st 8P Bn
Ymn Mort T©lt, E&S 2/7
> iIm, Biry H, 3rd Bn, 1llth Marines
.z 2nd Flt, C Co, 1st Engr Bn
ey I rd Bn lltn Marines CAPT MORGaN

vﬁ{ry'l
Plt, Btry K, Jth J;, 11th Mzrimes
Plt, Whiskey Biry, 3rd Ba, 1litna Marines
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Ist 21t (Rein) &L Co, 1st Tank Bn ‘
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