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RJW>Q,UARl' Eai 
3rd Battalion, ?th Marines 

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF 
FPC San Francisco; Califor~ia 96602 

From~ Commanding Offioer 
'fo: . Comman.ding Gen.eral, 1st Marine Divisioll (Rein), FMJi' 
Via.: Commanding Offieer .. 7th Marinas 

Subj: . ,Co\nrnand Chronology; month of ~ 1967 

((af:. (a) Marine Corps Order 5750ci2a. 

3/EDP/rob:dlJ 
5750 . 
02 lune 1967 

,. 
:illncl: l]Jl) OverJ..aiY indicating unit positions as of 3124000 Ma;y" 1967 
·l2) Revised Task OrganiZation of JI'd )3!l (Rein). 7th Marines, DAr LOe 

District. . . 
,jc..~) Alp, R~T (op'" w~) 

1. In. accordance with reference (a), the Command Chronology' for the month 
oS M8J'" is submitted. .A. Commancler IS l'larrative of Significant Events is in­
cJ:l.+ded.. 

I 7tUfar S&C Log 1ft 
.o3Qb'"bi COPY# \~1 
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3rd Battoa..l.ioll, 7th Marines Maov" 1967 

l. Or~aniza.tional Data 

a. Location: DAl LOC. RVN 

b. Period Covered: 1~31 I'4ay1967 

c. Commanding Officer. Staff and Chief subordinates: 

Commanding Officer 
Executive Officer 

Adjutant 
Personnel Officer 
S-e 
S-3 
ALO· 
8-4 
Supply 0 
!VITO 
En Surgeon 
CommO 

Civi~ ~fairs 0 (S-5) 
H<.?cS Co 
I Co 
I::: Co 
L Co 
;Vj Co 

ill COL J .. S. COUNSELMAN 
MAJ B. JORDA£J- (1. MB\Y-20 May) . 
MAJ G.R. TURLE. (20-31. Ma;y)' 
2ndLt W.E. KELL1!lR, Jr. 
2ndLt K • .1. WII..KERSON 
2ndLt E.. Jl,POLASEK 
MAJ G.R. TURLEY 
ClJT J .A. HALSTEAD 
lstLt C.S. 81M 
lstLt E.C. RATHBrn& 
lstLt J .A. l'lILSOli 
Lt F .E. iiOnG (Me) USNR 
GySgt J.F. CHOATE (1-6 Me.v) 
CAP!' c.w. ROSS (7-:31 May) 
lstLt J.B. FLYNN 
2ndLt D.R. RICHARDS 
CAPr R.M. CLARK 
CAP'r G .lli. J01mS 
CAFl' J .M. PIATT 
CAPl' C. ~1. ROSS (1.-6 MaY) 
CAPT J .B. HICKS Jr (7-:'31 Io1a,y) 

d. A.tt~chments: :mnclosur~ (2) lists all attachments and all units·assign­
• eli :in Dir':'ct, S'.:':9port of the battalion. 

13. A.verage Monthly Strength During Period: 

UBMC 
32 Officers 

1035 Enlisted 

USN 
3 Officers 

lt9 Enlis ted 

Soquentia1 Listing o£ Signi£icant Events. especially as th«r relate to: 

a. Per~onnel. The total number of personnel on hand witgin Jrd Battalion, 
'1+h~·jaI'inesas ;;)1: 31 M~ was 1098. 'I'he total effective strength on 31 Ma;y 
J 1']53. During t.he month of May 123 new personnel were joined. to this or-

9Qf\i~ation ;167 were dropped £1.·om the rolls; 53 personnel rotated; 16 per- . 
~nn8l were wounded. in ao-i;ioni .5 persollnel were killed in action-. Uon-battle 
ca.'3lUS.lties evacuated: totale.;i .51, 21 o£ which have ·,since returned to duty 
by J:L Hay 1967. 

h. Administration. No unusual or significant problem areas were enoount­
Q.d. 

c. IntQlligence 

Inf,ormatiOD- -obtaide.4thrdflgh di!fh"ict -C~ie;t~· and higher hea.d.quarters 
... ,.~nect to indicate the presence Hithin the TAOR of Main M'orce!INA units 

:' mission wa~ to attack: friendly targets that o:f:fer possibilities of 
,:>anetration. such as isolated. outposts, CAe units, and refugee Villages. 

I;)QlIlopments during the reporting period tended to confirm such a mission. 
, TL1.iGS received night~ harrassing fire. and on ona such occassion on 

Ot.55li, CAO 2-2 (~ 865.574) was assaultect by an estl,'ated 120 well dise~plined 
.T<-OUpS "rearing green uniforms and carrying Chinese assault wea.pons. Later 
11\ the month, on 3101)OH VC equipped "lith M-14 rifl.es, ter~r1zed a refugee 
\<.l~_et at .AX 944694. . 
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Ene~ contact .for the month duri~g d~light hours W~ ver,y light: 
~ t'omoderate sniper fire characterized the hours of darkness. 'rhere 
was no noticeable inc:re~se in the number of anti personnel and anti 
vehicu1.ar mines' during the repor·ting· period.. For tho most_ part. anti 
personnel mines are concentrated in the tlRocket Be1t1l particulary in. the 
DUOI-rG KiIH 0) and BO BAN (1) bamlet complex. GS. Jtf 9568. and further 
south in the DONG PhU (3) hamlet. GS AT 9562. T here were 8 anti-vehicular 
mines detonated during the month • .5 on Route 14 west of DAI IDe and :3 
on Route 5 north in GS 9569. 

Secondary explosions f~~. artillery and 90mmrounds were numerous in 
the foothills and draws along the south bank of the SONG VU GIA across from 
the Hill 52 (ZC 215553) combat base. It was ~n the basis of these explos­
ions and frequentenenw sightings in addition to intelligence reports 
eminating from the THUOlm DUe e!DG Camp the Operation WEBSTER was conducted. 
UnfortunateJy these indications of VC- activity cou~d not be tirnejy ex:pJ.oit­
ad because of the unavai16bility of rotar.y and fixed wing support which 
Wa,g diverted elsevlhere. The result \<las onllf ~ight contact with the e~. 

The VC a;pparently realize that the eastern boundary of the battalion 
L~O?" is the SOl~G YEl'I and ths.t the river is not passable to troops. Sniper 
u.cGivity from the adjoining 'J:;"OR ceased to be a problem. however. t"ith 
thG impJemef!tation of coordinated activities with adjacent units a.nd the 
pr;C!itiolling of Ullits so as to saturate the area .. 

Saturation patrolling bas been significant~ effective in suppress­
ing VG activity in the "Rockot :Belt!' in the northeast portion of. the TAOR. 
Co K from positions on HilllO (..:i!r 923694) and Go I. J/1, fl7l[fm pOSitions 
un Hill 42 W' ·934663) each constantly conduct two throe-day platoon size 
p,'l.trols tn the "ROCket Beltll • .Ii. total of 3.066 small Wlit activities 
"I-]81'e completed in that area. 2.294 of Which were at night. 

A significant intelligcno:G discovery \Vas Iicl.de on 7 Ma;p" when a Co 
Ie Bald :J.iagle located a VO p_Hrboring si-lie occupied by 5 VC. After driving 
t"ile VG aI-my. a. search of tho. ar_oa at AI' 814637 unc&vered 20 houaas. with 
·caves and rice caches. SO pigs a.."ld ch4ckens. bundles of black clothing • 
. ,:;;-.-¥ll;:; .<;fbL').ck cloth 1.with Chin.esa markings, and canlouflage uniforms.· 

d. During May, for:nal training consisted of: 

(1) Orientation and indo::trin.atioll ledturas to newl;y aSSigned 
'r ':::T.~ :~-D.!"tcl p 

(2) One officGr be-ing sent to Registered Publications SChoo~. 

() Assignment of 40 personnel to Land Mine Warfare School • 
. , P'J':"3",unel to Field V"Tir-o School. and 2 personnel to Vietnamese Language 
::C;:hool.A. revision of tho curricuium fOr replacements was effected 
.:"~ H.W. The scope::cf the ~ecturea have been expanded and new lectures 
,: .. tho Gorom 0 au:.'c FSCCOfficor have beon instituted. 

e. ~QGcial Operations. 

. OperD.tion ~mBSTER. a 1!1!arch and dC3stroy in Di;.! LOC. DUC DUe. and 
'-'~-iUOl:rG TIUC Dis tricts. commenced on 1.60715. Very light contact character­
:"oodtClo. OperD.J;iQn~whi.ch-t.ermino.tod--on-~-e1:20mr:'-- Intelr-fgenco gainod from 

-'hls-o~'J-e-ra.tion en;'blod the batta,lioh to redistribute 1.ts farces to provide 
:,-X) llBcessary personnel for increased patrolling and small unit operations 
,,'~s·-'.,.rhe:l.'e in the .T;.OR. 

f. Command and Control. The Jrd Ba.ttalion. 7th Marines W9.S under 
~'p0rational ancl administrative control of the 7th Marines during the 
nutire month. Go I. 3rd Battalion. 1st Marines ·OSI!lO Ullde? operational. 
control of JrdBn. 7thMar at 06J.40OH. Co M was under operational control 
of IstEn. 7th Mar from 191400H to 2415JOH. 

_. _. ~--;r-~--~1- --- --- __ 3_~----I ~.q !~mmi-~ ____ -
., 
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h. Fire Support 

(1) Artillery 

3atter,r I. 3rdBn. IlthMar from positions on Rill 65 (~ 
883578) continued to provide Direct Support to this battalion during 
the month of MBY_ Battery 11K", 4th En, 11th Marines remained in Gen­
eral Support of the battalion from pesitions on Hill 65 except during 
Operation WE3ST~~ (16May-l~) when it assumed a Direct Support role. 

Sixty two adjust fire missions Were fired during the ~onth; 
th~ r9sulted in 12 VC KIa (Frob) and extensive structural damage to 
the fortif'ied hamlets l.n the vicinity of Hill 52, (ZC 215552). In add­
ition forty.,..seven unobserved :fire missions were conducted on, the basis 
of selected intelligence reports • 

In order to provide better long range observat ion of sus­
pected VC ElOvement in the mounnailnous areas in the southern and western' 
port iOllS of the Ba ttalion IS TAOR, ",hi te phosphorous rounds were ut ilized 
in ar, inedtun.iary role 1;;1 t h exee llent results. Fires. started by such 
missions. burned a""'!3¥ brush and exposed concealed in£iltration and ex­
:filtra'.;ioll routes. In one instance it enabled Go L to fire 9 H.E. miss­
ions in one three da;y period o'n suspected VC troop_ movements. 

R&I fires were again used extensively by this organiza~ion 
during the month of Ma,y. An average of J5 targets were engaged nightly, 
t;-,8 majority of -these being in the URockat Belt". 

(2) Armor 

Two pl~toon of tanks from Co B~ 1st Tank Bn. delivered time~ 
and accur.g~te direct fire on targets of onportuni ty throughout the report­
ing period in ~hoir direct sup~ort ro~e. Utilized as troop carriers 
from positions on Hill 52, Hill 65 and Hill 41, they provided field command:­
ors i1lith instant reaction forces. On search and destroy missions, they 
·:~:('u,r0ct avenues of acLvar,co in areas suspected of being booby trapped. 
"~1 0"18 occassio!:1 a ca.nnister round fired into a hedgerow callSed four 
Se.con1la.r-J exp~os ions. 

Four ONTOS fro!!! Co lien. 1st Anti-Tank Bn, provided direct 
~-",:ro capability from positions on tho hill mass vic iiI! 934633 and froe 
-: ':2·-1 vic 928608. The OlfrOS. however, were not utilized in their mobile 
',;a.pR.city ipi accor<:l with requests from higher headquarters. 

i. Logistics e The MUMME system was institJed in Battalion Supp~ 
",c:o.-:.c'cc',' che rGPorting period. The reconcilation resulted in the resubI:liss­
;on of 800 requisitions, bu no significant problems were encountered in 
t'l'ec'iJing the cha.ngeover. The 3attalion has ample stocks of Class It 

o ,1.~.I, IV. and V it "iIHS ; minor shortages do exist in Class II materials. 
'rhe oot:1paDy combat base on Hill 52 received priority on Class IV ma.terials 
<;,J aid in the -improvement of positions. 

Vohicular Jr£>.intenance problems encountered ,early in the month were 
::-,lJecriated to somo ex!;ent by the return of three of the gen M-274 t s 
i ''ilLles) s sut to, 3rd ,FSlt. ,Pr.Qc~d~al dis crepanci es i:t!'-1s't and:' 2nd- eche'ion 

-"lb,inteiiai:lce 'were rect:ified with the aid of the F,MFPae .... ssistance ':team. 
,r,G L:>gistical support capability of the battalion was tel'l:!Poraril¥ h:ind­
e ,0(', when two of the eight M-54 cargo trucks aSSigned to this organizat­
, :,1"': were deployed elsewhere. On 28 r"iay the two trucks were re-assigned 
:·0 tl:l.is command, thus elimin'3.ting the diffieuaty. 

The problem of providing the continuous power necessary to mainta~ 
,,~Ed'rigeration of per1s,hable foodstuffs was solved vlith the acquisition 
of a 30 KW generator. 

Resupply of: the COr:1pa..V pombat base on Hill. 52 (~ 788553) is pre­
sentlY' effected by helicopter and by LVT. However, a Road Survey team 
from the 7th Engineer En has investigated the possibility of opening 
Route 14 between Hill 65 and Hill 52 88 a~ MSR. Kesults were positive 
and construction is planned for June_h. 1 
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The movement o:f heavy vehicles across the SONG .AI lTGHIA. al~s 

a prob~em in the past because of the ~5 ton weight limit on the DJ..l 
LOe Bridge. has been greatl¥ facilitated by the opening of a new 
bridge with a weight ~imit of 60 tons at bT 9~*588. 

j. Air Defenso. None 

k. Combat Air Support . 

. ~b-e l.st i"1A1tJ contined- to provide air support to the battalion 
throughout thl.s report ing period~. Fized-wi.ng support was Qi.t:j,ma~ with 
16 missions requested and 7 actual~ completed due to.lack of TACAs. 
Targets ic1cluded object ive area preps :for Operation- WEBmER and suspected 
VC concentrations. Radar Control~ed Aerial Eombing (TPQ-IOs) were used 
extensive1¥- by the battalion with .5~8 missions being requested to strike 
suspected VC troop concentrations and to interdict VC supp~/infiltration 
routes. 

Rotary-wing support was used prirriariq for resupply of the Hill 52 
(ZC 215553) combat base~ A. tQtal of 132. 750 pounds of supplies were 
moved to that posit.ion. TimeJ.;jr medical evacuation missions were conducted 
for 125 persons. including 40 Vietnalliese civilians. In addition. 9 troop 
lifts were accomplished movihg 98~ troops •. 

1. Civil AffairsjCivic Action 

The Civial Affairs prog&~ oontinued to progress during the re­
porting period. The MElD Ci\.P program internal~ and externalJ.;y- treated 
4650 persons, an increase of 1600 over the montb of April. In adtiition 
1;'0 Viet:'lamese ,'rere med-evaced to the DlUW;fG oivilian hospital. Ref'u.gee 
resettlement still remained a problem; however, 19 famili~o ware moved 
into refugB8 villages • 

The LOC MY village complex sucassfu1lY conducted e1eotions on 26 
EJfay. Security W1.S provided by Co I and. rio VC interf~rence occurred. 

r,1. l~uclear. Biolggical. Chemical. or other SpeCial TYpes ot. 
j,JoP'S'gCQ i None. 

J" CO~;lmander IS l1arrative o:f Significant Events. 

(1) Or. O)lOlOR •. a scout-sniper team attached to Co I at XI! 838552 
_ ,; o·~<.ld 1 VC with a weapon approximate~ 600 meters aw~ a.t J{J.! 837547. 

t'ne round o:f 7.621::un was f'ired and the VC fell iuto the SOl~G VU GIA: the 
,._'.;0. Goill,d not be searched because of the river barrier. but the body was 

c- ;'::.i.,,-od not to move. 1 va KIA (c). 

(2) On Ol.;·095.5H May, a Co !1 Sparrow Halik. was helilifted to ilr 855693 
. J CC)"tlcluct a S8G.:>.'ch and destroy operation where e1epha.nts carrying heavy 
. ~c"il-' •. ;]ellt were roported. Signs of recent €I lephant pas sage were found 

-·"'et no contact ,.rith the VC could be mado6 Co M returned. at 0418000. 

(3) On 0420l5H tanks depl.oyed at Co L's combat base at ;..rr 787553 
~:rod upon and destroyed a house l.ocated at ;.;r 791554 after 2 VC wre 
(,!)se:.'vs,d.. t.;':.·(~u~h i.he infra. red scope to enter t.ho hou,se._Tw.o_(2)-V.C.,­
·;u .. . (:fLYiJ3:":3r.acorde.dc·",hen'·a s·sarch of the -area 'on-'OS0745H found CLrag 
T~,rks and numerous footprints 6 

(J.;.) On 05l010H May, a tank manuevering in the vicinity of Co LiS 
·;)mbat base on Hill. 52 struck a mine at ZC 23.4551 causing 3 USMC 'IlIA. 
·.'he tank 1tlaS mo:iGI'ately dtlJ-naged. 

(5) Co K vias inserted by helicopter at l!!J! 837649 as a Bald Eagle on 
}.51930H to exploit a reported finding by a reconnaissance unit o:f a l.arge 
~:·ice Cache n.nd VC activi tff. 

(6) On 0610l5H May ~ 9 USMC ridiLlg on tanks returlli.ng t.o the Co M-.3 

2££1& 
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combat base at ~ 92)695 were wounded Nhen a com:nand detonated 82mm . 
exploded ill a tree. Two (2) VC were seen runn~llg from the area and were 
killed by small arms fire. .A search of the area where. tho VC bodies fe1.1 
~roduced co~ wire leading to the site of the explosion." 

(7) An artillery mission called in by a Go L combat patrol at ~ 
787553 on 061245 May killed 2 VC (p) when 1 round was observed to fall 
among 8 va w~th weapons at ZC 197547. A search of the area could llot be 
conducted because of a water barrier. the SanG VU GIA. 

(8) On 061200H May a new boundary change \1i'fP 'P:.'!£ ;1C.C'~ ~Q~~ ... !l,b ~lQldt1oaa»~ 
7th Marines TAOR to include the IIRocket Belt". On 001~OOH Jra..t:ln, 7th 
Marines received OPCON of Co I. :lrdBn. 1st Marines, which assumed positi.ons 
on Hill 41, at m 935663. . .. 

(9) On 071700H a Co K Baid Eagle came upon 5 VC in green uniforms with 
weapons. The VO were taken un:1er firej bu:t fled into the dense brush a.nd 
jungle. ..l. search of the are at aT 814637 found what apparent ly was a VO ~ 
training area. The comp~ex consisted of twenty houses with 15 ft caves nearO;!lJi 
pigs and chickens numbered about 100; clothing, 1nc~uding camouflaged utilit­
ies. anti-american propaganda and a hand.written journal was also uncovered. 

(~O) On 071845H an AO 
into e cave at .. /r 802537. 
90mrn from tanks located on 
and sealed it. 

working with Co L spotted 6 VC with weapon~ flee 
S~ VO KIA (p) were recorded when 10 rounds of 
Co Lis combat base had direct hits on the cave 

(ll) 
0806,30H .. 

lro Scouts working with Co L at .iJ.r 799558 apprehended a. VC on 
AM-26 grenade discarded qy the va was found. 

(12) Co K continuing their Ba~d Eagle search and destroy at ~ 615631 
on 080900H. uncovered a large rice cacha in what appeared to be a VC staging 
area o ~hree huts were found along with bundles of black clothing and 250 
rolls of black cloth. bearing Chinese markings. 

(13) On 08125OH, Co K Bald Eagle with a reconnaisance uni.t from 1st 
E8con Bn acting as point came under heavy automatic weapons fire from an es­
t~"lllated. 6 vc at .noT 81l1-631. A platoon from Co K assaulted the VC positions 
,);.,.,; tho va fled and no further contact coul.d be made. The reconnaisance unit 
suffored 2 KIA and 3 VIA, Co K. ~ WIA. 

(14) .A Med-Evac helicopter on 081335H sent to remove ·the reconnaiaance 
unit casualties at ~ 812631 lost ~owerand crashed reinjuring the medevacs 
and two crewmen. The helicopter was destroyed. 

(15) On 09l.615H a Co L sqUAd combat patrol fired 7 rounds at 2 VC fleeing 
into tho bIlUsh at ":~T 802545. A-search of the aroa revealed a house with a 
blackboard showing the D.I.lUUlTG air base and the defense of the DAN.ar~G area. 
Pictures of planes and helicopters were sketched on the walls~ along with 
e. dotai.led drawing of a B.iI..R. 

(l.6) Three VC KIA (p) were recorded when an ambush was sprung by CAC-
34 on a squad:lf va on 092)OOH at AT 928704. Before the area could be searched 
the VC dragged the bodies away under cover of small. arms fire and grenades 
which killed one USMC and wounded 2 others. 

- - -~ - --- - -
.. ~."~--.~-~----- ('I?Y e1l.n-8."ttempb to -d.~Q,ge ·-.,,-;d;;t;o; t~-;'..;.i-~-~i~e at .AT 91J577 was 

effectively thwarted on 09234SH.. Five VC hanging onto the sides of a 10. 
i'.Jot boat carrying unknown equi~ment were taken under heav.v S/A and automatic 
'·ieCi.~)ons fire from positions on ei.ther side of the bridge and on the center 
of the. bridge. The boat was destroyed and sunk; the bodies of the 5 VC were 
observed to float downstream and could not be fou.~d. 

(18) On 120730B a Co L squad reconna.iS8~ce patrol at ~ 806544 directed 
a 81= barrage on 4 VC with wea.pons on the south bank of' the SONG VU GIA at 
iiI! 814542. all 4 Vc appeared to have beeu hi.t but a search of the area. could 
not be conducted beca.use of' the river barrier. 
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L squad recoIDlaisance patrol observed 2 VC 
and black uniforms without weapons moving along a trail at 

.t{J! 808540. Long range automatic weapons fire accoUllted for 1 VC KI.A (p). 
the other fled into the bnush. The VU GIA river again prevented a. search. 

(20) A sq:uEl,d recol1l1aisance patrol from Co L at AT 805544 observed 9 
VC in khaki uniforms with we"_pons g.\ thering fl-t i .. T 817547 an 121845H. Oa11 illg 
for an 81mm fire for effect. the patrol observed 1 r01.Uld il!lpact near 5 of 
the VO. One VO KIA (0) was confirmed through field glasses and 4 others 
were apparentllf ,,,rounded. 

(21) Two VC KIA (p) were recorded when an 00 L squad success:f'ul~ am­
bushed a stilall group of VO at ZC 206555 on 122330H. .ct search a£ the area 
was dele.yed when the ambush received incoming grenades.. il.. later search 
revelaed no bodies. 

• (22) Two VC KIA (p) resulted at Kr 813541 when an 8lmm round landed 

• 

upon 2 VC with \o1snpOns f1eeing o 'llhe~!ira oiss·10n was called in by' a Co L 
reconnaisance patrol on 130915H at ~ 806544. 

(23) On l.31.450H co I. JrdBn, l.st Marines. OPCOli to JrdBn. 7th Marines 
conducting a search and destruy operation in the "Rocket Belt ll along the 
SONG YElT at 1i!l' 959684 located 5 empty rocl::et launchers in a. hole in the river. 

(24) On 1.40155H CAC-22 at ~.~ 865574 was assaul.ted from the northeast, 
northwest. and southeast by 3 groups of 40 Main Force/NVA. Another group 
of 6 attacked a bridge on the eastern portion of the of the perimeter but 
'."Gre d.rives off. Penetrations of tho perimeter were made in the northWest 
W1U northenst sector under Cover of )0 rounds of 6~ mortar fire, 15 rounds 
or 2.75rockat fire. numerous grenades and heavy rif1e and automatic weapons 
fire.. The VC ,,,ere driven off by grenades. SIA, and A/I" fire.. Fort;?l rounds 
of 105 HE, 30 rds of 6Omm. and 30 rds of 8~m ~11umnation were fired on 
:_ikely avenues of retreat. Two USMC and 4 PFs were tilled; 3 USMC and 4 
P.I!'S Were wounded.. numerous blood trails. bandages and grenades· were found 
<:-,y a Co 1. rGa.c:li'i!ozt £orcesearching the area. The VO were observed to carr:!' 
c,-f:;: at least 10 bodies. 

(25) On ~40240H the 00 L comba.t base on Hill .$2 at .. o!l' 767553 received 
i> ,;,'c,~;;ls of SjA a.nd. Af;' fire and 8 rounds of: 8lmm HE from va at A!2 792~. 

C:·,W:.:lty rCJUilds of S1mm and 10 rounds of 60mm counter mortar._ fire were directed 
'::0. the suspected target. There were no cas'U8.1ties. 

(26) A Co L OP at ..iT 7f:!lS54 on 1410300 called 6 l."ds of 1.5Smm on :3 VC 
:.. ·,;·;i:'ng unknown equipment at ZC 187534. An adjusting rO"W;ld scored a. direct 

-'t ·".bd_ 3 VO KIJI. (p) were recorded. 1. search was prevented by the river 
~>- .:.~: ";:.:-.. 01"'"' r;. 

( 27) At 160630H Co Lobs erved 5 Vc a.t lfr 815543. One KIA (P) resulted 
.. :.'c ~. p~c-c:l,,-·snj.r3r fired two rounds 7.62mm. 

(28) 0'1 J.f~':;'7J_5H Operation WEBSTER, a. battalion{-}{Rein} opera.tion 
:: :-:;'.:::l,?E;fl, C(' T. PDQ Co K were tacticalq deployed by LVTs of' the let Amtrac 
C:_. a·:~rO<'fl the :::UlT(,. -~u GIli. at ZC 197554 and ZC 212543 to conduct search and 
:.._.- ST·;:v;j' C,?P ;:'2. ',ions tt-.:ru the TAM RIEl" and the NGOC KINH pa,mJ.et comple:xes 
. ~ (l--·-ii:1_ Sq·- . ."'f'." ZC 2054. ZC 1954, and ZC 1925. 

(2<:»",-., ZC 195555 on 16l10OH Co L on Operation 'WEBSTER engaged 4 VC 
-11 ",<J8apOllS at close range. A s·earch of t.he area resulted in 1 va KIA (C) 

. __ :; -Ie KIA (p). 1 USMC WaS killed. 

(:30) A Co L screening patrol on the north bank of the SONG VU q.ll 
:~;:"'C'd upon 2 VC at .AX81J543. The VC were at.tempting to flee Operation 
::-__ ~'3~;ri:ER forces condu.oting search and destroy operations in the draws. foot­
c.ills aad villiEes along the south ba."lk of the SONG VU G1..A. i1 search of the 
area confirmed 1 VC EL ... 

Operation WEBSTER terminated at 181200ll. 
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HEAD~UARTERS 
7th Marines ACT TtITO INITIkl. 

l-.~~~--r--r-r 
1 st Marine Division (Re in ~A.&;~J-.!J::-L_---+--t-~~;:[:J 

FFO S~ Francisco, 

From I Oommanding Officer 
To: Commanding G~.neraJ., 

Subjs Combat After-Action Report, 

Ref: (a) 1st Mar Div 0 3480.1 

Encl: I( 1) CO 3rd Bn, 7th Mar Itr 3/EDP/dlj 

1. In accordance with Reference Ca) the Combat After~Aotion Report 
for Operation vlEBS'rJJ;R, as contained in Enclosure (1), is forwarded. 
This Headquarters concrurs with the recommendation of the Commanding 
Officer, 3rd Bn, 7th Mar in that additional operations should be con­
ducted in the area west of DAI LOC and south of the SONG vcr GIA. 

2. It is noted that Ope~ation ;~BSTMR was modified from, its original 
plan and conducted on a lesser scale with fewer forces than planned. 
While no significant enemy oontact was gained, the operation did pro­
vide hard evaluation of recent intelligence produced on the area con­
tingent to a new combat base. Reliable information was also gained 
relative to sui table crossing sites and fording places on the SONG VU 
GIl; this information will prove valuable in the planning of future 
operations in this area. 

D I STRIBUT ION: 

CG J 1st Mar Div 
-- CG, 1 at l>lAW 

CO, 11th Mar 
CO, 3rd En, 11th l1~ 
CO, 1st Bn, 7th Har 
00, 2nd Bn, 7th Max 
CO, 1st Tank Bn 
CO, 1st Engr Bn 
CO, 1st SP Bn 
CO., 3rd Al'1TRAC Bn 
CO, Co C 1st Engr Bn 
CO, Co B 1st TEi.nf Bn 
Files I 
Total 

10 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 

26 

\ , 
\ 

S & C flL.I.S 
HEADQU.AHTXHS 

1ST ~ DIVISION, NI 

, 2249 
Copy 'I 01.10 ClOp .. 

/~'f 7thMar S&C Log Hr. 

to"O&" c" Copy# 4. ~a~ 
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llIl6J)qUART EllS 

3rd Battalion, 7th Marines 
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF 

FPO San Francisco. California 96602 

3/EDPJdl.J 
J480 
23 ~ 1967 

From: Commadding Officer 
To: Cormnanding Off'ioer, 7th Marines 

SUbj': Combat After-Action Report. Operation WEBSTER 

1

"'"'-----:-7th-M-a-r -S&-C-Log-H-L--~ 
Ref: (a) DivO 3480 e 1 

1. Code Naris.. Operation t'lEBSTlilR 01- 74 ~~!.C~Pf# d~4' , 
181200H ~ l.96'7 .~. 

, 
2.~ Dates of Operation. 16o,?1SH to 

3. Location.. Dl..I LOC. DUe DUC. and THUOUG DUe Districts. QU..i.NG 1'tAM Pro..,... 
inee. RVi:f • 

4., Control. or Command lieadquarterS. Thi.rd Ba.ttal.ion, Seventh Marines 

5. Task Organization.. ThircL :~;atta.lion" Seventh Marines 

H&S 00(-) 

Co LCa.eiU) 
Tm. Co C. 1st Engr En 
Tro. Scout Sniper Plt. 7th Marines 
!lIST 'I'm, 1st ~Shore Party En 
FO Tm. 3try 1, 3rd Bn. 11th Mar 

Comma.nd Group ll~ha. 

C,i..P,.:' ?I.ATT 

3rd Bn.'1th Ma.r. Log No 

232 -b.Lcopy #~7 
FAa 'I'm. 3rdBn. 7~~h MarinOG 

Co K(Rein) 
~ -,-~--:fL?4-" 15 t(L-.~--

c...a.PJ! JOHES 
Tm. Co 0., 1st Engr Dn 
Tro, Scout Sniper Plt. 7th Mari.n.es 
~ Tro, l.st Shore Party Bn· 
FO Tm, Btry II JrdBn. lltbMar 

6. Supporting Forces. 

a. 1st 1-4~h' provided air support. which included one period of' troop 
cover by UE-I~ gunships. missions Qy aerial observation aircraft. and nine 
fixed-wing attack missions. The aerial. observers were efficient and effec­
tive both in visual observation and TACA capacities 4 During the first ~. 

'

fixed "ling preporatory strikes were plagued by duds; during the nemainling . 
Olle and one-half d~B they were hampered by delays and mission diversions. . 
The strikes which \"ere conducted. hO'·lever. were effective and prov1d.edm:-
ce 11ent tareet coverage. Rotary-wing l.ogistio aupport and troop l.i.fts were 

'

planned for the initial concept of operations. but were canoel.led due to a 
lack of aircraft avai1ablilit.y. There vla.S negative bomb damage assesment~ 
in seyera.l instances. though air WaS credited with structural damage to 
fortified hamlet areas and at least 4~ VC KLl (p). 

~-....,.:::-- - ---:: ~ -=-----=::.::--.:.--:::-=-------'-~ 
---~-~-- ~-_:0;_2l.rriior. From poSitions ~on-HiU 52~:l555J. a. Ught secti.on of tanks 

of 1st PIt. Co B. 1st Tank Bn~ provided direct fire suppor~ ca~abili~ for 
rnanuevering elements on and across the sonG- VU GIl.. 1st .Blt(-), Co .ll.. 3rd 
L.mTrac En played an important rol.e in the concept of operations. The LVT's 
provided field commanders with rapid overland and waterborne movement to and 
from the 'o15jective- area. iiL addition to serviIig as resuppq- carr1·ers •. River 
reconnaissance patrol.s were ~ also conducted in coordination wi th search and 
destroy operations of ground forces. Some difficulties. however, were en­
countered with mud banks and cenatarswhile searching for su1tableriver cross-
ing a.reas. 

OOWNGRA()~W AT 3 YEAR INT.KBV~ 
'U.cLASSlJ'IED AJ'TE8 12 y~ 

POD Dl~ ~.lQ 
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I, 3rd En. 11th Marines ~r,y K. 4th,~. 11th 
AS: 884578 provid.ed the Dis artillery fires. Twenty 

observed ,fire Iilissions effect.ivel;y provided preparatory- fires for battalion' 
and compaJJY' objectives. Extensive H&I fires were plotted on suspected ve 
supply ronte!;! as we11 as on possible mortar sites. lifo on-oall or Cl.oSB 

defens~ve fire missions were utilized. Communications and reaction time on 
missions was ~acilitated by the displacement of a forward FSCG to a position 
on Hill SZ. 

". T;- ~ '},<;::~~:~t*:"::-:~' ". 
a. Anticipated va Strength. Locat1on. and Disposition ~D Ob~ectijMlAr~a. 

7. 

. . . . ·~!l r .. :< ... ~ t"':r .. · . 
{1} It was a.riticipated that up to one comparw of Local. Force-"'Vo­

(Re:j.n:f'orced· with Main Force) would be 10cated in the objective area~. Fre.!).­
uent intelligence gathered by TRUO:NG DUe CIDG Camp placed two~t-o....j'i'tG epelllY' 
platoons in the I-lGOC Kllill hamlet comp1eX.-e- .::::,;''''~, 

.~;.," ~~ ~ !7~'~-z':. 

b. AdequaCY and Sources of Pre-D-Da..'vInteXitigence.·"'c 
0, ~:s<, ,~~~ 1;-

(1) "The concept to Ope1!fI..iOll WEBSTER wa.s based on the intelligence!>~';-i.:," 
t'eports from THUOl;fG DUCCIDG Co.mp in addition to continuous indicatio~ from ", 
small arms' fire from ~ objective area. flashlighti and movement at-nigbt. 
T?Q.-10s ancl"H&l f·ires which produced secondary explos'rOllS. 

c. VC Strength Md Disposit ion EnCQUAt'i!red\', 

(1) Jh¥'ing the operation t11ere w,ere.'no e~,counters witb·~~,~~Force 
va and only' thri:!s. in, cidents involving, 10. ,c,' al-VC canipers ." "'i)"" 

-I': 

do VG Ul:&~ts'I¥ntih@d.· 

-ti)' , Uone 

(~) DocU.i:lents 'capturedwerenotLocal Forc:e or a Main Force nature. 
They. per'tained to tax c011ection ,and lists of villagers in the objective area 
Who were· paying. taxes to _ the J.oca.l Viet Cong infrastructure .. 

. " " ~ ," '. '. . ",' , ., .. " c' ,~o . I 

(3) . , Il;.t~rro,gat~op.$of villageredidnot reYea1 anay uni tdesignation. 
In one d~~e.h6~ever:~·vii1a.gers-'stated that In the hamlet- of MINH TAN (lJ-,'~;;;::" ___ _ 
825542.,£here ,were, J ,"Ie in.the hamlet on the, morni!J8 of the 1.8~. they were 

---'""o~rn;-;ed~ wearing $ana.ai~" biack paja.ma.s t a.D.d ra.in'hats •.. ea.ch wi'i;h a r.ed 
.sta.r and ~el1ow backgroUnd'.andcwhQ.werearmedw.ith ~16 ry:,lea.· 

Significant InteHigeQc;eGain9d. 

(i)'The b.S.inlets -iIi tb:~'6bje~t1v~-afea were litera.lly' deserted and 
there was' no indicat~on- Q~. indigellous personnel, a.ttempting to work the farm­
land. Most ,of t.b,e fruit~ such-aS:' bailanas. melons had. been str,1lfed of .. the 
hamlet areas. . "'" . ',' 

(2) There were no new fortifications enOO.Untered. Fortifications 
consisted ma:i.nJ.y of fight1ngholes an4; trel:lch. sy-stone. Prev,rious bombings 
have dest'r'oyedrilost of the hous'es- and bomb shelters and there were no indicat­
ions t·ha.t the, fighting -holes and trench s;Tstems had .been ';recelltly u,sed.... In 
one cns e. holtlever 04 tre~'?l!- t~~~~~.q~:!;~~~4. J.F.~~~ 813142 to approx ~~2 

\ShOW8CL (:oni;inuous-:---use. there was 1ittle or'no vegatation growing in it. Fight-
\ int=; holes were -prevalent along 'each:and. e.very- trail and were spaced from 'five 

~_~_~.-,~.~to _~_i-4_~~~;_~~ar_\~~.;;,:.~'--.~~;~-=~~:~0.~.,-.:~. __ --:--~_=:~-=~~=--=~_,>,:_=~~_", :~: >-~- __ .~-
(J) 'i' here ~ere only two orthr~ o1d 'b-tm~ra ~encci~terad wli:fat·7.'.~~;;;;;;" --._ 

.... ,ere destroyed ... ' Five to six EiJma11 caves were discoverEld i.e. the vlc1nit;T 
" ~_ .o.f~~t.ll_e_J!~"~eI!m..JiLJ:1d ,t;r.aJ1_~qt..iQl+ ___ a:t;" ~_ .aq~5.353".- On~:e~ye."!'Ia:s.di:IiJ.~ov~r~d at 

i;.b.T 805538 that indicated signs .;ofrecent .ocCUJ;lation.; , ,,' . - ' .. 

)'.' ./ 
,-fc" 
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elt that the VC are using mlln:-streams in the 
'----4 ............. I!I"III''P.''I''lr.r,;O;::;:;; ... as harb,)ri~ s1 tea. Exploitation ana verifica..'ion of this. 

however. coul.d not be ll.ocomP'iished. due to the amount of terrain to be 
covered in a short period of t ilne- with limited forces. T~' trails at the· 
base of the hills were 11010 well used indicating that the VC are not util­
izing trails d:ueto al.most continuous observation from ms and that they-

I are pro1>e.bq ua1ng B1Ir~a.o beds and foU.age as their primary means of tra­
l vel. 

(.5) One ca.,tured document. gave the na.me of a VC informant employed 
b the D .... .N.tl.NG area. This information has been passes.. to proper authority 
for action. 

f. Werrain. 

(1) Critical. Terrain. Hlil. 52 (CoL Oombat :Ba.se) and hl11s south 
of the objective area.were considered k~ terrain. Without an outpos~ or 
observation post established in the h~lla of .bath of the river. the V~et 
Congapparent~ have freedom of movement &ld can observe ~ll frie11d~ operat­
ions and movement conducted. in this area. The hiJ.1s of the objective area in 
the vic as k.T eoS3-81S3-82S3-82S2 were alBo cons ide red keyterrain __ .Thesa 
h~J.ls, thougb thaT do not provide goodeoncenlment. sho~ be considered aa 
a. potentia.l site for the e8t,~b1ishlllent of a new combat base. 

(2) Observation & Fields of Fire (See para 1). The 
offer exce110nt observation and fie~s of fire for va Units. 
to navigate the SOliG VU GI ... " and adjaeent open rice fie1ds to 
ha.ml.et area. without. being detected during da;yli.ght hour$. 

hamlet complexws 
It is impossible 

enter their 

0) Cover and Coneea.lment. The hamlets and hill areas south of 
the objoctive offer excellent cover and concea~ent. VC can move forces 
throughout the vegetated areas with little danger of being observed. 

(4) Obstacles. Natural obstacles ",ere the SONG Vtf GL. and natural. 
hedgorows. Mau-aade obstacles were barbed wire. bamboo fenees, and punJi 
pits which 'tended to ehannelize movement into each hamlet. 

(5) Avenues of Approach. There were no main avenues of approach 
to the objective area. Thero were, however, two established crossing points 
on the SOl~-C VU GL~ for LVTs at ZC 205553 and from Hr 828548-.hT8.305.51.. Mud. 
on the soft banks and a strong four or fi.ve l(JNt current carried t he Amtracs 
o£fcourse a.nd onto sandbars. The LVT's crossing of the SOlifG VU GlA in GS 
,a;' 8254 proved to be excel.lent ano! Bhoul.d be exploited by armor 1n any future 
operation on the southern river bank. 

(6) The heaV'i:q vegetated foothills and draws vic GS 7953. OS 80.53, 
and GS 8~53 offe:t the VC good covered aDd concealed supply and infi1.tration 
routes. 

e. Weather" 

(1) There was no inclement weather during the operation.. The high 
temperatures, however, did result i.o eight heat exhaustion XB casualties. 

The ori~Dal mission was as ~ollows. 

Jrd :8n(-) (Rein). 7th Marine41 conduct2!! search and dostro;y opera.tions of 
h~!\'>].ets along oouth s ide of SONG vcr GI1...southwes t of Hill .52. It _as enl,a.rged· 

.,,-;-~ ·-"1;Q""--·i:lic:tUlla~~ recCrlllAl.-s sanc~i'Orce'of--t~awS' and""footh:Uis southeast""' of ----
. Hill 52 along the south bank of the SONG VU GIA, and a recon Bor river 

crossings in the vicinltT of the objective area. 

9~ Concept or Opera*1gps. )rd Bn(-)(Reln). 7th Marines executes riverine 
::.ssault aboard. Ln. to the ham1.et oomp1exes southwest of Hill 52. along sou-th 
bank of SOlfG VJU GIA. Co K lands at zc 21254.3 aM conducts search and destrOT 
ope~at1on8 ~~stward through Objeetives BRAVO. NGOC KINH (~). vic ZC 20454.3. 
Co L lands at ZC ~9?554 and conduets searcnand destroy op~rations westward 
through objective nELTA. TA HIEP. vie ZC 195550. Co K and Co L move onmrder 
to conduct parallel search and destDo7 operations we.tward thru Objective J..LPRA~ 

. NGOC lCINH. (2), vic 2.C 198542. and Objective CHARLIE, the hamlet complex. vic ZC 
~90544. On order companies retrace axis of 
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l!~::~~~~~~~~:c'~" :rrriver alld land reconnaissance ot: areas in GS ZC 2153. ~ 
• 053. and 8153 •. Co L displaces qy LVT to compaQY combat base on Hill 

52; Co Kdisplaces b,y LVT to Hill 65~ 

Iml'E: The original cOElcept ot: operations involhved the use ot: 
assault to block VC escape routes. Due to the inavailability 
support, however. a modigicatioll utilizing LVTs was ordered. 
was planned on or ab~ut 1 ~ 1967. 

10. JIDrnCUI'101'f. 

helicopter 
of rotary_ing 
The !Ypa:rcl.ti:>:it'I 

a. D..oD?Z. l.6 Ma.y196z. 00 K and the i.lpha CommaJJ.d Group departed the 
En CP at l.60?15H b.Y truck to Hill 65 where they boarded LVTs and displaced 
to Rill 52~ Securityt:or the LVTs was provided by tanks. one of which 
struck a mine at .•• T 815549; no casual.ties were sustained and the tank wae 
to~ed back to Hill. 65. ~ter artiller,Y preparation fires were conductea. Co K 
executed a crossing by LVTs· of the. S01m VU GIA south of Hil.1 52 and landed 
at ZC 2l.2543 at 16103uH~ Pa~al.le. search and destroy operations were con­
cUll~uctedo Objective DELTA the hamlet comp~ex centered at Zc 195550. and 
Objective BiLVO. the haml.et oOr::Iplex centered at ZC 190544, Was searohed by 
Co L ].ate ou the afternoon of the 16~. Co K establ.ished control. O~ 
objec tive BI'L>oVO at 161600il.. The battal.ion(-) established night defensive 
positions in the L>P THUiJ.N hal:llet oomplex at ZC 185538 after linking up at 
1(D1700H ",i th THUOl:rG Due erDG blocking forcos at ZC 1835~. Co K had negative 
'e~1emy contact during the da;Jl. One deta.inee. however. was . apprehended when 
au lvl-26 grenade wal;l found in his home. Co L had light contact. with va 
sUipers. :ariaf firefights at. cluss range resulted in 1 va KIA (o) and :3 
VC Ja~ (p) and 1 USMC Eli.. Blood trails a.ud one body were found when the 
area was searched at ZC 19455l.. ~hree Vietnamese were detained when they 
were apprehended carryin~ wet, muddy bljoC!.Stained ~1othillg. CIDG forces 
reported that they had uncovered a. large rice cache and small band grenade 
factor.y at ZC 186532. 

b. D~1. 17 MaY 1967. Co L retraced it axis of advance of 16 ~ through 
objectives CHABLI.E and nJllIIr .. ~. Co 1: retra.ced. it.s axis of advance of 16 Ma.v 
through objectives ~\LPHl .. and n:u.VO. Co Ie also conducted reoonnaissance-in 
force patDols in the footlulls and draws along the south ban~of the SONG 
VTJ GlA ea.st of the 1T-S Grid Line 79. Co L !:loved. thru Co K ~ l.7120OO and 
conducted security patrols in the tJINH T~ll~ (1) ham~et. vic .aT 825542 with 
negative contact. The units cotjaolidated night defensive positions on the 
hill mass at ~l'l' 81.05)8. The on4r contact occurred when a Co I patrol on the 
north bank of the river took 2 VC under fire at long range. A search of the 
area at la 81)54) produced l. VC EIA (C). Co 1;: uncovered a·1la.rge cave that 
showed sigus of recent occupation at Af 805538. The ca.ve. which wa.s 40 
faet deep, 6 feet long. and 3 feet wide. was destroy-sd. There was no enenur 
contact at night. 

c. D*2. 18 May 1967. Co L at 1810)OHexecuted a crossing of the SONG 
VU GL:.. by LVT to lUll 52. Co K "lith the l..l.pba. Cotlmand Group conducted river 
rooonmdSSWlce and security pa.trols. Conta.ct wa.s made by Co Ie a.t HI' 824541 
on 180950H "Ji th three VC carrying packs and rifles. The VC immecihtely 
brol-re contact and fled east. .b. search of the9.rea produced 1 detainee who 
upon interrogaxion. admitt.ed to warning the 3 va that: the USMC were approach­
ing. A search of the detainee·s house w::..covered medical suppl.i.es and a. va 

~~ ____ -_-___ ~a,~ __ co,l.l~e_cJ;oi.oI1-r.e.co~CO-'-.I{--dics·p-:Laeeci~t-o-the--n'Ort-rr-b'a.nks-o-f t be SONG IDO 
GIA ~ L~ at l8~200H. ~t 181600H CIDG forces searching the Operation 
uffiBSTER objective areas found 5 graves at ZC 186543_ Air and art.illery 
were reported by a local ret:ugee to have accounted for the kil.ling of the 
five VC. Operation WJ!lliSTEa terminated at J.81200H. 

a. Personnel 

4 
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(b) 1'1IA-o 

(c) l{BC-S 

(2) Enemy Losses 

DECLASSIFIED 

(a) l:Ili. (0)-7 

(b) KIA (1)-3 

{c} Detainees-5 

.... ~­
~~ 

b.. l!'ort1ficatiollS arAd Eguipmcnt Destro;yted. 

(11 omG forces de~troyed 3 receDt~ occupied caves in the hamle~ 
at ZC 186532 on 161700H and also destroyed ... what appeared to be a small 
tool. E'.nd forging w6rkB.~ a.p'pa.rent~ used to make hand grenades and detonating 
devices ... 

(2) 00 K found 1 M-26 hand grenade on a detainee at ZC l.98543 on 
1712./.;{)R. 

(3) 00 I': found ar~d destroyed a 40 .x: 6 X 3 cave at itI' 805538 on 17-
14003. 

(4) Co Ie searched a detaineelJs house at A!r 823541 on 180905R un­
COVering VO rledi.ca1 eqUipment indlucling pills. b41>1il.e dress iugs. and a 
plasma bottle" .ri. let. tar describillg the amount of rice paid to the VC was 
also f oUIld. 

12. ,l1.dministration j-Iatters. Adminis trative planning wJ::t~ .aM·de.ta:1~~d. 

a~ SUPP4r._ Allresu:pp~ litUring the operatioll was by LV'r. Prior· to'-.the . ".­
operation water aDd rations were stockpiled at Hill 52. and were drawn as 
needed. Troops carri:ed a prescribed load of 3 Mels. two canteens of wa.ter 
and So Di. of aa~itiou. 

b. i-iaintenance. No significance problem areas ware encountered with 
tracked vehicles. 

c. Tl.'ea.toent of Casulaties. Med evac for the USMC KIA and the 8 hea.t 
c-!'!.!?u.a.l ties was adequat e • 

d. Trallsportation 

Co ]I and the i~lptJa Commaud Group were trucked to Hill 65 at 1.60?1.5H. 
Spaci.i3-1 road_aeps by Co C, 1st Engr and Co K. 1st. :iiJLlgr enableEl. the MSRs to 
be opened ear~ for the movement. Ten (10) LVTs were utilized to move Co K 
aDd the ~.lpha Command GroUp overland to Hil.l. 52. The LVTs were then deployed 
to cross the 'SONGVU GlA. Retraction was also by LVTs to Hill 65 and then 
Q.v truck for the return of Co K a.nd the n,J.pha. Command Grou:p to the respective 
cOI:lbat bases. --

---e:--~Comrrnm{cat-:ions~ -J,:;:"-raa.-r6-relay was esra;m:yShe-d-o'n--Hi-n;--~5 and n6~-----
serious IJrvb.leos were encountered. // 

f. Medica.! Evaluation. See 12 c. 

1J" Special.- Eguiumen;li and- Techniques. -None 

14. Commanders ~~~sis. 

a. The original comcept of.' operation for Operation '"lEBSTER was for a two 
compaIJY vertical envelopment to the \;l'estern pariphery of t he objective area. 
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Helicopter insertions at this position would have enabled the man~eriDg 
forces to utilize the natural obsta.cle of the SONG VU GlA to its ·full ad-

(

·vantage by cordoning off ~ ene~ forces •. This concept had to be modified 
When sufficient helicopters weDe not available for an expeditious troop 11ft. 
Amphibious tractors, each carr.y1ng approximate~ 2, troops, did provide a 
reasonab~ fast movement across the river, but once ashore troop movement 
through the heav,v. undergrowth and destroyed hamlets was quite slow. 

b. In late April, a new Oompany Combat Base was established at Hill 
52 (~ 788553). a hill mass stratical~ located in the north side of' the 
SONG VU GlA. Since the establisl\m1ent of this forward. operating base; the unit 
had continual~ reported slghtings to its northwest, west and southwest. 
These dai~ reports indicated a substantial amount of movement was being ace­
complished by guerilla/hard core insurgent forces. On the night of 14 April. 
00 L positions on Bill 52 received 82mm mortar fire and several hundred rounds 
of small arms fire. This VC activity~icated offensive action was neceesar,r 
to effective~ evaluate the immediate potential VC threat to Co L1s position. 
~his operation, although not one of ~ mil1tar,r signi~ce did achieve two 
accomplishments. . 

I . (1) The extensive intellipence available in this area, was found to 
bG over rated, since little or no rocent activity WaS noted in the objective 
area. The knowledge gained from this operation i.e., the lack of an immediate 
threat to Hill 52, allowed the battalion to eomple~ realign its established 
combat bases and operational forces to better support the SOR. 
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