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ﬂﬂ[\kﬂ@&ﬁg gM Hg@ Imgm...;.,, 3r4 Baskalion, 7th Marines June 1967 - .
Or

1.

a. Location: DRI LOC, RVN
b. Poriod Covered: 1-30 June 1557

¢, Commanding Officer, Btaff and Chief Subordinates:

Commanding Officer tCo) J. D, COUNSEIMAN

Exocutive Officer Ma jor G. H. TURLEY 1la30Jun

sS-1 h 2ndl¢ W, B, EEBLLER, JR

Porsonnel Officer 2ndlt K. J. WILEERSON

S8~2 : Z2ndlt B. J. POLASBK

5-3 Major G. H. TURLEY 1~10Jun
Major J. 4. POLAND 11l-30Jun

ALO Capt J« A+ BHALSTEAD

S<4 ‘ i1stlt C. 5. SIM

SupplyO istlLt B, ©. RATHBUW

Civil Affairs (S-5) lstLt J. B. PLYNN

Bn Surgeon . It F. BE. WONG (MC) USNR

Bn Chaplain Lt D. J. VILLIAMS (CHQ) USER

CommO Capt C. W. ROSS i<6Jun
lstlt W. P, CONNORS, JR. 7-~30Jun

HeslS Co . 2ndlt D. R. RICHARDS

1 Co . Capt Ri M, CLARK

K Co Capt G. W. JONES

L Co Capt J. M. PILATT, JR.

M Co Capt J. B. HICKS, JR.

4. Attachments: Enclosure (2) 1ists all attachments and all units assigned
in Direct Support of the Battalionl

8, Jverage Monthly Strength During Periodi

. USMC USH

22 Officers 2 Officers
=36 Enlisted 50 Enlisted

Grgnestial Listing of Significant Events, especially as thoy relate to:

S angl. The to%al number of persconnel on bhand within 3rd Battallon

. Mazine: as of 3G June was 1033, The total effective atrength on 30 Jute
. During the month of June, 153 new personnel were Joined to this
Laabiony 105 wers dropped from the rolls: 55 personnel rotated; 41 personnel
wovnded in action; 8 personnel were killed in asction, Non-battle caswal-
4 evacuated totaled 30, 22 of whom have slnce returned to duty by 30 June

Vo
T. A@ministration. ¥No nmisual or significant preblem arear wers encountered.
. In%elligence

Irxfarmaticen received frem DIOCC and higher headquartsrs econtinued to in-~

theo presence of Main Force/NVA trocops in the battalion area of operatiouns,
Sl ga.lned from documenis captured during Operation ARIZONA caufirnsd

‘Zfasioh of these units as evidenced w tho:lr aetivities, is to destroy

s HN dxnflronce in the DAY IOC~EIED DUC Districta. Thus, principal targets have
) hacn GAP units, refugee haml.ets, :lncluding torrorist attacks on friendly vill-
2EOTS o

©On O60Y55H CAP B-4 was attacked and penetrated by an estimated 100 Main
Forca VG, The nature of the attack was very similiar to-.-the attacks on CLP 21
. in 4pril and GAP 22 in May. The a.tta.cl:s were carried out sw
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trained, well arsesd persannel who emmlayed 2 AT roeketa, rifle grenades
and mortars to.frep the positions before penetrating the wire and assaulting - .
the bunkors. Two refugee villages under constructior were attacked during '
the month, one at AT 940663 and another at AT 943693. A FF who worked at CAP
3-4 was beheaded by VC terrorists on 15 June. - Those svents agaln confirm the’ i
mission of VC units within our TAOR to harrass, terrorize and attack CAP units,
refugee hamlets, revoluntionary development programs and isolated outposte. _
Indications are that during the month o6f July there will be an increase in this. -
type activity by the VC throughout the TAOCR, : ’

Operation ARIZONA was & significant succeea for this organization. Aside
from providlng a means of escape for over 1100 refugses and capturing 2500 lbs
of rice from enemy forces, 3/7 units accounted for 26 VC EIA“{C) amd 28 VC
EIi (P): 35 VCS were detained; friendly losses were wvery light, no Elife and
only 8 WIli. ’ -

Enemy contact for the month during daylight hours was very light, Mod-
erate snliper fire, which characterized the hours of darkness, was directed
prinecipally toward CAP unite, refugse hamlets, and night astivities. The month
of June witnessed a significant increass in contact in the vic of Hill 52,
Sighting and brief fire-fights occured on an almost daily basis. anti-person-
pel and apti-vehicular mines were increasingly employed by the VO in that area.
Of particular note ware tha destruction of two (2) IVD's which detonated 250

A

1bs bombs resulting in 3 EL: and 9 WIA.

In the TAOR as a whole, an increase of mines was noticeable especially
es this reporting period drew to a closs. Route 5 north to DANANG in the vic
of Hill 4#l-was the location of most of the activity. The VC went so far as. -
to string barb wire acrgse the road and place anti-American signs in the
vicinity. s A :

S8aturation patrolling continued during the reporting period in the "Rocket
Belt" portion of the TAORe. ©o I, 3/1 (OPCON 3/7) from peositions on Hill 41
and Co X from positions of Hill 10 each conduct two three-day platoon size
petrols 1n arca, Of the Battalien's 12,570 small unit activities, 6,966, or
wore than half, were conducted in the Rocleet Belt. This represents an increase
over last month of over 3000 small unit activities in that arsa: to the
iwrzediate west of this Battalion Rocket Belt SOR, Operation BUPLER was con-
Aucted by Co ¥ and Co I, 3/1 in the C40 SUNG Valley, which has been ‘long
suspecteod as an enemy route of movement into the DANANG area.

: There has been a dofinite increass in anti-U.S. propaganda appearing in
#he TiORe  The main themes have been: 1) to discourage psople from moving to new
i1ife hamlets, 2) to unify South Vietnam agalnst imerican aggressors, 3) to
create 2 break between UdS. and Popular Forces in the TAOR and cause desertion
- izm Popular Force[ARVN units. It has bsen noted to higher authority that this
lncrease of propagands has occcurred and that it is recommended that the Gover-
rment of Vietnam publish a countér-propaganda leaflet.

- d. During June, formal training comsisted ofs

(1) Orientation and indoctrination lectures to newly assigned per~
sonnel, T

{2) 4hssignment of 54 persomnel to land Mine Warfare School, 16 per-
fonnel to WCO ILeadership School, 5 perscnnel to Vietnamese Language School,
(0TINAYA), 15 personnel to Vietnamese Language School (DANANG), 1 person %o
riation School, The scope of lectures to replacement personnel, has boen
»d and new lactures concerning the M=16 have been inatituted into the
., 41) replacements are instructed on the M-16 and participate in fam
G before being sent to the field. Bach unit fam fires the M-16 a

A e i e - e

$h of ofite per two days. - : ST TR

(3) 4n FO school was condicted by the FSCC Officer for CAP unit
lepdors, The instruction period, which lasted 7 days, provided the personnel
with the confidence and ability to direct fire support on behalf of theilr

o SRS STFIED
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" Operation ZBU].‘LER § a eearch and destroy operation 1n the GAO”SUNG Y.
Valle:r (41 8568)} commenced on 10 June., The operation tbrminat.ed on-l2
June with nega.tive conta.ct toported. .

Operat ion. ARIZON:A, a regimental seazrch a.nd dedtroy opera.”tion wnich
commenced oh -1 June in the INDEPEWDZNCE area was partidipated in by =~
Bn Cmd G»rcm.p. Co L, Co M and C6-I of this organimation; The operation

terminated on- 19 June with this Battalion engagzing the enemy successfully -
on % occasiongi

: '.'L‘ha 3:‘& Batballcn, 7th Ma.rmés was under opei‘atianal a.nd ‘Bdmin~
1stra.+.1ve control of thHe 7thn Makines d.uring the entife month. ° OPCON of
6o 1, 3P4 Battalion,. ist Marines was paksed back to i¥s parent organiz- -
af.ion on21Y000H June 1947, .This organiza.tion assumed OPCON ‘of Co L; -
3rd Ba, 18¢ Marined oh Z1 Fida, 196?; For 3 days whoh commitments td + °

thoi¥ pearesut organizaticn necessitatdd their deployhént back to 3rdBn, -
1st Mar‘lnes- :

rE$Tiory: Btfy 1, 3rdBn. 1lth na.rineg- cont:\nued to pro~
videg: timely and affectiva Direct Lrtillery Suppors,’ Btry K, 4thBn, lith’
Me:'ines provided General Support/Reinforcing Fires as requeésted,’

- ~4& total of 54 targets of opportunity were engaged duiring this re--
w,rt:mg permd. Only one surveillance was available dus mainly to the
distance ‘of the miésions from friendly units. A4 total of 3 v K14 (c)
ware credited. to a.r‘h:.llery for the .month. Thirty seven targets aoqu.'lred
through District and USMC intelligence agencies were engaged. with neg-

ative surveillance, ' In addition, precision registrations for both Btry
I a.nu. Btry K were cond.ucted ou a dsu]y ‘bas:.s.

(2) ;mor., L tanks from Co B, lst. ‘I‘ank Bn prwid:ed time!y and
accurate direct fire ‘on targets of opportunity throughout the reporting
iod from positions on Hill 65 and Hill 41. During Operation ARIZINA
. 1st Pank Brn (Hein) participated and also. provided blocking poa-
on eupport. During. ‘the operation elements of Co B, Ist Tank Bn,
crossad the SONG VU C‘—IA River.

2 Oritos from Co €, 1st Anti-Tank Ba.tta.lion‘ 'provided direct tire
porh capability from positions in CAP 21. Two Ontos positioned on Hill
the Bn 6P, gave the Battalion a.quick reaction fnrce edpability
for nnite loca,t.ed in the center of the TAOR.

D\ulng-ﬁpera.tion ARIZONA 4 Ontos--reinfcréed blocking positions along
she SONG VU G6IA.

B TN Log;si: ics

The battalion logistical supoort improved during the. reporting
pericd. - Completion of the new MCB Bridge at AT 14587 has significantly
vzduced traffic problems in the village of DAI IOC, VWith 4&s .60 %on
:):.:...tv, heavy vehicles are afforded guickexr acce=a to the Battalion
Gf and out lying areas. The new bridge hae.also made possible the rapid
forlermant of units positioned at the Bn CP to areas north along routa 5.

git--bases—have—hherefore beem etimimatead - or-shifted in-view of "~~~
ca‘pability4

Fyeom 7-10 Juue. the“FME‘ PAC Food Services .&.sazsta.nce Toam vieited
Lthe Battalion. Suggestions made by this team resulted in a marked im~
yprovement in mess facilities, food preparatlon, and sanitation.

Lack of vehicles bacamss of breakdowns and repairs continued to
hamper the sup»drt capability .of the motor transport unit.. The Batt-~
alion did receive 4 M-37 personnel carriers, however, which alleviatas
some problem areas.

- 3
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Prom 18421 ‘ue. the .'Dlv:llion Inlpector visl‘ the Bn Supply and fio—

cal sections, The inspection was 1atifactory with desergpancies, which
were corroected hy 27 Juneid

4% the end of the reporting pericd, priority of Class IV materials was tg
CAP units. Bngineer equipment was also made svailable to CAF units on &
pricrity basis,

During Operation ARIZONA, no fpr‘o'biama of resuprly for personnel or armor
were encountered primarily due to pre-staging at the AN HOA LSA, ’

J. Alr Dofenss. None

k. Combat Air Bupport. The batialion made very limitod use of air during
the month of June. The only large use of. hel:lcoptera waa for meld~evace®,
The battalion had 69 med-ovac missiona for 115 Ma.'r.inel. FF's and civilians,
& large helicopter troop lift was accomplished during Operation ARIZONA., A
very limited number of fixed wing missions were requested, completing only
6 strikes. The battalion did, howevar, make large use of TPQ-10's regueste
ing 249 misesions.

. 1. (ivil Affaire
a. Alsnifjcant houivitles. On 9, 10 June 1967 a county fair oper—

on was held in the HOA MY TRUNG Hmmlet complex (vic aT 897568), 1100
igencuna personnel ware interrogated and axposed to GVN propoganda. The
verabion proved a success both in achleving its inteanded purpose and alsg
:arving as a training vehicle through which refinemeats in techniquescan
rizde prxor te future operations in less pacified areas.

e - l\_igte;ia.ls D;atrgbuted

CIOthing = 1200 pounds
Food—
- Bulgar = 6500 1bs
-, Gorn Meal ~ 9000 1ibs
Powdered Milk -~ 2000 lbs
: ' ‘Salad 0il -~ 52 cases
@ " Soap = 1000 1bs
" Flour - 3100 1bs

The civil affairs program within this SO0R is presently concernsd with
ing previously initiated programs. These include a school and orphan-

ir. both HIEU DUC and DAI LOC villages. Both of these projects ars and hawe
Goisyed by the nnavailability of such building materials as cement. An
ional four school projects have been submitted to provinece headquarters
rproval. All four schools will be located at existing CAP unite if approved

"4, ppparent Results of the Civic Affairs Program

The civil affairs program in the DAY LOC~-HIEU DUC ares is presently
ztymled due to conflicts at the local level. The results of .the pelicy $hat:
ut projoct will be undertaken until all material is on hand is a noted lack of
woogroess on projecte that have been approved by Province Headquarters. Province
zi burn, is unwilling to release addsd material or approve new proJjects,

T

ion combat ealaims rose to 3 for this reporting period, ae opposed to 2 for
rith of May. The most serious of these claims resulted when a tracked veh-
";scr;ngi}na.nt]y crossed a cultivated arsa off the main highway. Backlash

warkedly decreased thig& moenth, due primarily to the FTact that all large
ne vere held outside of the immediate DAl IOC area . Approximately

. MNuclear, Biclorgieal VChemica.l ;or ot Spe 1 & of warf
Y¥ons.-

3. QGommander's ¥arrative of Sig'nificgnt Bvongs.
(1) ©On 011720H CGo I, 3rdB3n, 1stMaxr (OPCON 3/7) sq

R I
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oEs T i ov:lng across a rice paddy tsrig to aveid the batrol at

4P 95267%, Giviig .thd patrol éaptured 2 of the womsn dut a third was

killed as sha t:rlpp M~26- anti-petrsonnel mine planted 1n a cave antranee. '
4 M-26. grenade was taken from one of the women,

(2) oOn OBZﬁOE GqP 22 Iocated ab 27 864574 received 100 rounds of S/a :
fire from an estiiiated 6:VC NW of the perimeter at T B64576., Quickly return- _
ing fire the GAP u.n.‘-.t fdfce& the enelmr to 'brea.k contact.. Pherse wore no oasua,lr
ties, L . ’

(3) 032400 the e mm Bi'idge loc at T 9b3588 received 30 rounds of
'S/A and 4/¥ £ite froi dn estiivated ¥ VG at AT 920585. Ths VC were driven off
b M-60 &nd M- i5 fit-a along with u 3.5 rockets. The bridge was not damagedi

(4) ©on ol jm é.&ﬁ 31 (n’l‘ 9'-!6698) took under fire an eatimated 5 ve eronsing,
a rice paddy a.ﬁ AP olz2668. A search of the aroea produced 2 blood trails and one
ChiCom grenadei ) VC KI& (P):

"

(5) On 05015511 ah oitimated 100 Maih Fot¥ce VO attacked CAP B-4 at AT
o366k H'lth gransdes, stachel charges, H/A and 4Afw. Penatration occurred in the
S¥. part Bf tHe perimeter: The CAP unit returned over 1000 rounde of 5.56 and
called ‘in.artillery and 81 missions for illumination and to interdiot 1likely -
VC withdbewal réhitess A reaction force of tanks and 1 sqd arrived within 10
minutabd the initial assault and restored the perimeter security. The cas-
uhltigs, dhcluded § USMC Ki, 4 USMC WIA, 5§ PF's WIAi, 2 bunkers destroyed, 7 M-16
rifled were .1091’. as .was one M«79 and 7 LAAWS, Eight ve bod.ies ware obsemd to
ba dra,ggad away s .

: (6) On 061130H the point element of a Co K platoon sweep at AT 899679 came
u;ion io v¢ at A.T 870920 dressed in green uniforms with packs and weapons. The
VG immau:.ate]y braks contact and fled wost., Artillery wae fired on likely with-
drawal réutes .and a Sparrowhawk was provided by Co L and established bdlocking
nositions/O’P's in sthe vic of Hill 92 (4P 888678), Two large blood trails were.
found and 1 gn° female was apprehended during the engagement, Ome VC KIA (P).

(7) On 9071915H.a Co I, 3/1 squad security patrol at 4T 960695 uncovered
13 frosh graves and empty. coffins. The graves were approximately one thoma.nd
maiars from GJLP B~4 which was attacked on 5 June.

{2 on 0?14502& a Co I, 3/1 (OPCON 3/7) squad security patrol observed 1 -
Vo n helmet, cartridge belt, grenades and medical suppliss at 4T 9526L5.
N VC threw the supplies and a grenade in a ditch in an attempt to deatrcy them.
Ve irivestigation the medical supplles wore found undamaged by the grenade
Ll weTre *‘orwarded to S=~z.

‘g) On 072330H 3rdPlt, Co L OPCON to Co I on Hill 65 (4T 878577) obsaerved
msvement of an estimated 100 VG at AT 853587 through infra red and 1llumination
divicea., TOD 's totalling 92 rounds of 105 and 155 were fired., Undor flareship
Ziiiamlnation, 5.fixed wing strikes were conducted. Co M along with a Sparrow-
tawk from Co B, 2/7 swept the area on 8 June with negative results.

{10) On OBOBOUH Co I commenced a County Fair in the HO4 MY TRUNG hamlet
~mplex.at AT 895568. S

o

(1") On 0B0125H CAP B-4 ambush at AT 943665 observed U4 VC with weapons
their posiiion. Taking them under fire, 1 VC was obsarved to fall,
>Surnad 20 rounds of S/Ae+ A search of the area revealed no trace of

On 09141SH =2 Co L platoon(~) sweep of the FEU SON (&) hamlet at AT

(13} on 0913303 a Co M squ-d patrol pursued. by fire a Vn male in khaki
uniform attempting te avadse the patrol at AT 810569. The VS was killed and a
bottle of medicine was found on him,

(14) On 112045H an estimated 10 VC probed the refugee camp at AT 965573
with S/A fire. CAP 22 anmbush called in 105 and 81 EE C, There were

no known casualtics. , WHE@

5
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commenced Operation BIII.‘LER in the cm ‘SONG Valley m" 8?69)

{16} On 140700H o Co I 3/1 squad combat patrol pursued 1 VC with a wespon
et AP 962693, A mearch of tho area uncovered the VG hiding in a tunnel, - after
throwing a grenade at the patrol, the ¥C was killed by 20 rounds of 5.56. One
woapon, an AE~50 was eaptured along with 2 M-26 grenades, 1 cartridge belt wish
2 ma.ge.zinas a.nd a map of DaN NG,

(1?7) On 14070CH 3rdBal-) 7th Marines commonced participation in Operation
ON.& in the INDEFPENDENCE 'araa sou.'bh of thae SONG VU GIA.

(18) On 11&1'&303 Co L platoon patrol on Operation ARIZOHA engaged an esti~
mated 10 VC at AT 845543. 4 subsequent search of the area found large amounts
of blood and pieces of flesh; 1 VC XIA (C) and 1 VC KI4 (P); 6 dstainees were
apprehendeds funning from the patrol at AT 832545. '

(19) 6n' Operation 4RIZONA at 14233CH, Go M blocking position #2 (. 834~
550) uasing infrared night vision devices, observed 10 to 15 VC attempting to
cross the SONG VU GIA vic AT B23550 using reeds as braath:.ng devices, Tanks
in the blocking position effectively prevented the main body of the group from
completing the crossing. A firoteam manuevered to the crossing point and en-~
gaged 5 VG fleeing the scene. Seversal blood trails and bloody clothing were
feoand, A total of 8 VO KIA (P) wers claimed.

(20) On Operation ARIZONA on 151030H Co L at AT S40542 directed artillery
on 10=15 VC fleeing from a village. 4 subsequent search of the area found three
Vg KTa (C), one M-14 bayonet, § ChiCom grenades and 1 cartridge belt with 3 U5
cal pistol magezines.

{21) On Operation ARIZONA on 151700H, Co M's bloeking position at AT
363568 obsorved 4 VC with weapons moving along the south bank of the SOKG VU
GIli. Tanks using .50 and .30 cal MG resulted in 2 VC KI4 (C) and 1 VC Kia (P),

{22) On O-eration ARI#ONA at 151725H Co A, i/? OPCON 3/7 at AT 855518
fired 90mm cannister on 10 NVA fleelng sast 300 moters away. Five VC KIA (P)
w32 recorded when blood trails were found in the vicinity.,.

{23) On Oweration ARIZONA one VC was apprehended om 161445H by a Co L .
= zuzrd patrol at AT 836532 as he attempted to hide in a& cave. Two 57mm RR rounds
2ad onc 8lmm mortar round plus assorted documents were found. :

{24} On 171150H, Co X, 3/1 (OPCON 3/7) avprehended 2 detainees attempting
sinde o squad patrol at AT 964699 by jumping into the SONG YEN. 4 third
noweeer, escaped in the river. All three wore khaki uniforms,

{25) On Operation ARIZONA at 18080CH a mechanized column from Co L engaged
2025 HVA with pecks, weapons, and extensive camoflauge in a trench line on the
nsbern edge of the PHU AN (1) hamlst at 4T 872520, Pursuing the enemy into the
YU AN (1) hamlet, the unit received heavy S/A and &fw fire, including 20 rds of
oma mortar and § RPG-2 rockets. The NVA contimied to fall back attempting %o
the Marine units into a "U" shapod ambush., The marins platoon held its
smotind, however, and requested artillery and fixed wing missions., Anfracs with
Infzatry reinforcements killed 10 NV. in splider holes as they fuught to take the
n ground, Hill 11, at AT BP?517. A sweop of the arsa uncovered large pools
nvlcod, packs and weapons. Captured were 1 M=14 with magazines, 1 M-16 with
ne. L AK-H? with magazines, 1 BAR, and 1 ChiCom E~4& rifle. A4 total of.-.
' (C) and 1 VC KIa (P) were recorded.

Teaw

‘26) On 192055H on un!mown mumber of VG attempted to destroy the refugee
#111le 2t AT 935664 with stachel charges and small arms. The village was unoccu-
+iel and the VC ware driven off by a tank reaction force from Hill 41, Seven
of %he 8 structures were damaged but wore atill standing.

{27) Operation 4ARIZONA terminated at 191200H.
(28) O©On 191345H, an IVT P-5 moving porsonncl from Hill €5 to Eill 52 deo-

tonated a 25C 1b bomb rigged as an anti-tank mine at AT B16556. 1 USMG EIa, )
and 6 USMC WIA resulted. The LVT and mechanical mule M-274 wers totally destroyed
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e

o e Co M squad combat pa.trol agl 807567 observed 5 VG
with/paclm at AT 808578. 4n artillery mission covered area and & search revsaicw
draf marks. Two Ve X14A (P). ’

(30) On 2017OOH 1 ¥n male, LE TH.NH TUC, surrendsred to Co M on Hill 52

(2C 19550). He saiad the-¥6-Lorcad him to f:.ght and claimed. he was kept prisoner
in 2 camp in the mounbtains. ,

(31) On 210430H as Co K squad ambush returned to PPB at AT 90880, VC
force of unknown sigze threw 5 grenades at 2 defensive positions. S/4 Pire was
also received by a second Co X squad ambush. A4fter the Platoon returned 20 rda
M-16 and 10 rounds M<79 along with 7 rdés 60mm mortar, the VC fled NW, Seareh
of area revealed 1 M-16 magazine at 4P 911701 and matted down grass at AT 907-
705, Three different villagers reported subsequently that 16 VO were involved
in the attack and 3 were killed.

(32) On 220530H a Co M squad ambush at AT 924553 fired upon a VC in a
boat attempting to cross the SOWEG VU GIAi. The boat sank and ths body floated
away. 3 pairs of dlack pajamas and 1 pair of black shorts were found.

(33) On 230915H a Co M sgquad security patrol at ZC .205543 engaged 7 VC with
packs and weapons at ZC 197536. 1 VO XIA (C) was recorded. - As the unit
manuevered to retrieve the VC body and weapon, a heavy volume of fire foreced
“hem 4o shift position, No further contact could be made.

(34) On 251500H, Co M resupply IVT detonated a -250 1b bomb rigged aa an -
anti-tank mins at 4T 814557.. 2 USMC were killed, 2 wore wounded, 1 Vn
interpreters was also vmunded.

(35) On 26155H a Co M squad patrol at AT 80553 fired upon 3. VC with packs
and cartridge belts, 1 VO ]\.IA (C) was the result; a search produced 1l bayonet,
1 canteen, and one pack.

(36) oOn 2616255 Co M combat base on Hill 52 {ZC 213552) received 15 rds
of sniper fire from an unknown .number of VC at 2G 203543 while a CH-53 was
attempting to raise an obeervation tower into position. Two USMC were wounded
b %he S/4i which were effsctively silanced by MG fire and an 8lmm barrage.

4 search of the arca wWas prevented by the SONG VU GIA,

(37) ©On 290130H 4 USMC from a Co M squad night raid received shrapnel
wounds from incoming grenade as. they attacksd = house suspected of harboring
€ VC. 1 VC KIA {C) resulted from Yhe raid.

(38) oOn 281950H an a.ntidpersonnel mine was detonated in the center of a
nla%oon leaders meeting at a Co ‘X Platoon Phirok Ba.se at AT 9207010. 8 &SMC wora
med evaced, 2 su‘baequent]y d.ied of wounds,

[ = B SRSt SR S 4—--""% T S
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) Mex S&C Noo 038567
) LA /% . 7 T

‘ TulJ 1247

WIRST ENDORSIMENI’ on CO 3rd Bn, Tth Mamines 1tr 3/wEe/dig over
3480 of 1 June 57

4 . . 8§ & C FILES
From: Commandlng Officer HEALQUA%EEI;S o
To: Commanding General, 15% Harine D:.v:.s:.on 1ST MARINE DIV

e _
Subj: Combat After Action Report; Operation TE SOTO 6 ‘ 292 6/ /2 "‘E’I/JD«

v ; Copy , 0{ 3’ copies
"Refs (&) CO Tth Marines ltr 3/ 'LID/ jfs ser 3480 of 9 Aprd 1 1967

Te Forwarde ds

2. Ref‘erence (9) submi tted appropriate After Astion RBsports for -thome

" “thases of Cperation DE SOTO during which the Commending Cifieer, Tth Marines-
either had operadimsl centrol or provided the staff for the forecss involved,
The report attached hereto is the-only repert submitted Ty *he 3»d Battalion,
7th Marines and is-all~inclusive of the entire operation. The delay in )
its submission-was occasioned by its temporary misplacenent. The loss was
discoverdd curing a monthly review. .of reports Submitted.

g
%

GRS G e

3, This report contains a thorough discussion and analysis of the ferces
invelved, the operations conducted, the mrobléms encountered and the
overall results obtained during Operation DE 30D0,; which provad extremely
T ¢hallenging, both tactically and logistically., Tacticallys it involved
the simultaneocus esiablishment of an isolated base camp, and the conduct
of extensive daily scarch and dcsi roy missions. Gzound activiities osncompescad
almost every concaniwsble gikuation- that & Marine .urit. might ensounter
in Vietnam. Centact ranged “from-the appre aen.3¢on of suspected Viet Cong
lshorers to atbacks against well-armed main force Viat Cong feortified
hamlets, Logistically, although several problems were encountored while
supparting the operation freom an LSA completely derendent on icopter
transportation and resupply, adequate support of compat essantial
equipment was providad to univts in the field. '

(2

4. A secondary mission of conducting pacification vrogrfms was also _
. -assigned to the battalion., A variety of programs were initiased jmrvedict"ly ‘

. ‘upon arriving in the BUC PHO area. These prograins inciuded Psyors leaflet

drops, stressing the "Chicu Hoi, Med Cap and Dent Cap nrogranms and *he

construction of refugee camps, Additionally; refugees were protvected

by USMC Trnits vhen they retvurned to their homes to salvuge Ghely reocsessions.

The gcncral response to these programs in an area which was initiatly

90% -CI‘lC“‘J.DCd is considered notewqr‘ty and enscuraginge

; 5 The +hozrmg‘*1._y professimnal ms nrigd, ingihich th 4

| 7th Marines successfully accomplished a 1‘ bt’l&:’ of :
holds valuable lessons for all unit 1eaders, Carciul scrutir

s Aftar Action Repert-shoGld be beneficial te ail cemmanders,

! : . e ST _;;;.;;: LRI !
. . ' B N e ) { i.‘ / - . .
. : L ,_‘ ~ .‘ e e | ﬁ;).wn - : - : C\\—C/\(ﬁ?c‘ojub
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I{EADQUARTERS
3rd Battalion, 7th Marines
‘lst Marine Division (Rein) FMP
FPO San Prancideco, California 96602

3/wm;/a1.1~‘f?‘ 1,
3480 P 3
1 June 1962~ .+

From: Commanding Officer L
To: Commanding Géneral, lst. Marine. Division (Bein), FMF :
Via:  Commanding Officer, 7th Mafrines S & C FILES

HEAL oQrrE "RTERS

Subj: Combat Opera.tions kt‘tar Actlon Report IST ManrE LHVISION, Fip

Ref: (2) Div0 3LPBO¢1 . 6 7 2 92 6

(b) Task Force X«Ray L Plan; Admin Plan 1-67 . Copy_ | g

—ot 31 copias

l. Code Name. Opera.tlon DESO‘EO
2. Dates of Qgei'gtigg- i- 260800H Jan 67 to O71200H Aprll 67
3. Location. DUC mo mstrict. QUAWG NGAI Province, RVN

i, Control or Command Head.q_uarters. Third Battalion, 'Sevenfh Marines;
Tasic Force X-Ray - : -

Y. Task Crzanizatione. Sevaral cha.ngas from the orignal 'I‘aak Organization ;

<Ref b) were made duri Operdtion DESOTO because of the operation's dur- /f’/

ation. The following TJO was in effect when the operstion terminated 07 it

Abdril 1967, Wot included is Co Mj 3rd Bn, 5th Marines which parsicipated \}
/

from 311730E Jan to 231800H Féb 67, and Co F, 2nd Bh, 7th Marines which |
relieved Co M/3/5. Co F/2/7 was. su’bsequently relieved& by Co G, 2nd Bn, t'f 7
7th Marines 290843%H Ma.rch. Other deletions and/or add:.tions to the /0 YU
wsre relatively 1n51gm.f1::ant.

220 Bn (Rein) . 74h Marides ‘?1 - /

. HaS Go(- ) 2ndLt RICHARDS f
- .77 kth Sset, Blmm- Mort P]_t. H&S Co - " ¢

2nd B, 7tk Marines Lo A
L‘r:x"‘,

s 3rd Bri, 1lth Marines (ARTY in)
3rd Bn, 1lth Marines (NGF In)
Zew . Hg Bn : ‘
Det, Gth ITT, FMP
Det, 7th CIT, FMP
‘De%, CivAfrs Unit (A4)
Sqd, MP Co.
Det, MASS 3 :
Det, 7th Comm Bn (RE ‘I‘rn)
'Det, Scout Sniper Pit, 7th Marines
Clr P1t (Rein(, Co D, 1lst Med Bn
Co G(~}, 1lst SP Bn
_ 2nd Plt( -} Co_C 1st Bngr. Bn_ oo B s
et TTLEA FLSG-BRA’I?
3rd Plt B Co, 1lst Antitank Bn

G Lt Nedn) e oo .. .. .. _CAPT CLARK

b o R - o - R

¥s7., C Go. st SP Bn

a,--Bary I..3rd Brn, 11ith Mér:.nes : : I
@imm Mort Plt, H&S Co - ZthMar 5&C Log Nr.

Frd Sect, 8lmm Mort Plt, H&S Co
£5%, Hy Btry, 3rd Bn, 1llth Marines (NGF Spot Tp)

poD DIR 5200.10

. dect, 106RR Pli, H&S Co » a38s -3 Co
#pd P15, ‘G Co, 1lst Ener Bn - DY#M

L =}

DECLASS IFIED



DECLASSIFIED

-

Capt JONES

FAC Tm . ’

FO Tm, 8lmm Mort Plt, H&S Co

¥FO Tm, Btry I, 3rdBn, llthMar

Tm, 2nd Plt;, C Co, 1lst Engr Bn

Det, Hq Btry, 3rd. Bn, llthMar

{NGF Epot Tm)

Go L [Reinl Lt PlART
Det, HST, G Co, let SP Bn

FAC Tm

FO™m, 8lmm Mort P1lt, H&S Co

FO Tm, Btry I, 3rd Bn, 1llthMar

Tm, 2nd Pit € Co, 1lst Engr Bn

Det, Hq Btry, 3rdBn, llthMar

(¥GF Spot Tm)

Co M {(Rein) Capt ROSS
FaC Tm ‘

Det, HST, G Co, 1lst SP Bn

FO Tm, 81lmm Mort Plt, H&S Co

FO ™m, Btry I, 3rdBn, llthMar

Tm, 2nd Plt, © Co, lst Engr Bn

Co G, 2nd Bn, 7th Marines Capt WILSON
- Det, HST, C Co, 1lst SC Bn

FO Tm, 8lmm Mort Plt, HaS Co 2/7

0 Tm, Btry H, 3rdBn, 1ilthMar

Tm, 2nd ¥1t, C Co, 1lst Engr Bn

Bt I zdBn, 1lth Marines Capt MCRGAN

Bty 1
Plt, Btry X, 44hBn, llthMar _
£1t, Whiskey Btry, 3rdBr, llthMar

GCo D{- Det, 1lst Recon Bn
st 23t (Rein) A Co lst Tank Bn
6. Supborting Forces

a. Artillery. Btry I, 3rd Bn, llth Marines was assigned in direct
support of the battalion upcon displacement of both units to NUI DANG,
Four 105mn Howitzers were emplaced vic BS 817384 in existing ARVN pos-
itions. Initially, reinforecing fires were provided by one platoon of 155
Howitzers (L) (ARVH 21st ATYY Bn) located at ‘HUI DAY, add manned Yy
personnel from 4th Bn; 1lth Marines. On 12 March Btry I, 3/11 displac-
ed from its position atsp ¥UI DANG to a previously prepardd position vie
813384, This displagement resulted in a substantial decrease in the
batvery’s effective minimum range, greatly increasing its availability
for close defensive fiees around the battalion C/LSi, Fire support avail—

.able to the battaliocn substantially increased with the. arrival-.ef.-twe l55mar-

_support and were: locaked at-NUL-DAUG positions: The ARVN plt of 155mm

- Howitzexrs (1) From Bty EFX&th Bn; ~TTth Marines and two 4.2 in mortars from

Uhiskey 84Ty, 3rd Bn, 1lth Marines on Mar 25. Both units wore in direct

at HUIL DAU reverted to ARVI control at this time.

Ammunition expendit.ures for Opera%ion DESOTO were:

105mm Howitzer 107mm (Horwitzer) 155mm{Howitzars)
HE 16,195 674 351
WP 2,410 425 Lo
ILLUM 697 239 30
SMK 67
VT 356

2
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FIRST ENDOBSIMENTon CO 3rd Pn, Tth Mar ltr 3/IDT/dlj scrial 3490
of 20 June 1967

From: Commanding Officef

To: Commarding General, 1st Marine Divisien (Attn: A 8/8 6-3)
Suhji: Comhat After Action Report: "Operation BUTLERY

1, The Cembat After Action Report for Operation EUTLER is readdressed
and forwarded herewith,

2, Although there was no enemy contact, Operation BUTLER was 004“1dew~d
a success. The primary purpose of the operation was to ccn&ucf an
extensive search of a likely avenue of gpproach into the DA HAIG

Air Base complex, and this was accomplished.

»on Operation
~22, and the dense,

f\/\

05
. . . : o ) SUNG
. heevily vegstated terrain ensountered JL~¢‘ﬂtOS that the auﬂ
<

3» Valvable terrain analysis information was
BUTLER. No sign of recent enemy activity was

access into the rocket belt arca. Hom@ver, +hﬂ S<E? .0 DO river
.presents a possible rocute vig shallow draflt Loak.
river exclusively, little or no sign-of enemy. activity WC“*d e Cfldont’

4e The information cn ter
the 2rd Battalion to more
routes into the rocket belt,

f'l enalle

~
DISTRIBUTION:

CG 1gt Mar Div S & C FILES

CO et Mar 2 BEADQU/ RIERS

00 33 Bn 7th Mar 1ST MAESNE DIVISION, B

GO-2nd_Bn Tth Maxr

- CO 1gt Bu 1th Mar
00 3rd Bn 41th Mag»r
G0 18t SP Bn

(5*2’ 2 64 Eg/lisbtﬁazp
Ccyy—§Z;~Jﬁa=LZ22mﬂﬂﬂw . B
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‘ Sub_j;"‘ i Gomba.t After-uctlon Rr‘portg Operatlon BUTLER

.gided tho night movewmeni .of Lo.-Iy -3 L1-through thick Ffoilsgoet ~Tho rounds

B e e ———— - =

T Fl - !
i .o see : .:l .'o. .océ & C FI-LES
HEADQUXARTERS

IST MARINE DIVSION, ¥MF -
5T MARINE DIVISION, ¥y |

am— HEDPATIS ves 072648

3rd Battalion, 7tk Marines’
1st Marine Divisioa (Rein) FMF O“'@”_g-— of /O cogias
FPO San Fra._1c1.-,co; Ca.lifornla 96602 .

BIEDP/dla
3480 .
20 June 1967

From: Coamanding Officer
Tos ’ Con“:a.ndmg Officer, 7th Ma.ri_les

_ TthMar S&C Log Nr
" |.oax -6 Corr# 2948

8

Ref: (a) DivO 3480:1

1. Code names - Oporation BUFLER - ,
2. Dates of operatipn. 1007C0H to 121600H Juno 1967. L .

3« Location. HIEU DUC District QUANG HAM Providence, RVN

4, Con t,;_‘gl or Comnand Hozadguartorse Third Battalion, Severth Marilnes

5e "~ Task Orzanization.

H&S Co(m=) ' , Command Group Alpha

Co I(Re rdBn, lstMar -+ - CAPT LYNCH
’ Tn, Scout Sniper Plt, 7th Marines -
FO Tm, Btry C, lst Bq, 11th Marines

Go E(=)(Rein) , ' CAPT JONES

Tm, Scout Sniper Pli, 7th Marines e

FO Tm, Btry I, 3rd Bn, 1lth Maripes ‘>1 ' -

¥O Tu, 8lms Mortar Plt, H&S Co © 37d Bn.f) th Mer Log No
. PFAC Tm, 3rd Bmo, 7th Ma.r:i.nos - Z££
.. EST,-lst% Shore Farty Bn ] B éz Copy #_3‘%?

B _' 4// p(¢'é7

- FO ‘J'.‘n, Btry H, 3rd. Bn, 1lth Ma,r:l.nes
6.- Supporting Fo:g )

a. Air ‘lst MAW providod air support which included daily missionss by
acrial observation aircraft and 1 medical evacuation mission on 12 June. No
fixz ed wing strikes wore rnquosted. there wore no rssupply missions.

be Artillery Btry I, 3rd Bn, 11th Marines, from positions on Hill 65
(4P 88L598). remained in Direct Support for the operation. Bitry XK, 4th
Bn, 1lth Marines alse f¥om positions on Hill 65 continued #n its General
Support role but with priorfity fires to units involved in BUPLER, Four-
teen-observad missions and 5 unobserved preop firo missions provided off-
octive coverage for company objectives. Extensive HAI fires woerae plott—
2d on suspected VO routes of movement. Illumination rounds greatly

v

i
¢
f

@N@MSSW@

were utilizoed to determine. positlon and direction. ¥No on=-call or close
defensive Fire nmissions were coanductoed
. : DOWNGHADE-D AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS,;
7. Intellizence S , : : DECLASSIF!FD AFTER 12 YEARS.
. ’ DOD DIR 520(‘ 10

(1) It was ant:.c:.patnd. that wp to one company of Main Force/ .
Wi persomml could be located in the objective aroa. Frequent intell-
igonce gathercd by District agonts indicated the ares was. boing ubiliz=—
od as a route of movement into and outof tno,Dnl\LaNG aroa, Those roports

e N L oL m,
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were confirmed to some extant wheh a Co K long range patrol sngaged 10
NVA on. 6 June on the pcl‘lpﬂr‘ry of the objective arca at 4T 895679.

be YL Strength 1nd Dispositlon Eg Qggte;ed

(1) During tho operation therc were no cncounters with Main
Force/NVA. The only reported contact involved 2 local guerillas.

Ce nificant Intollisenco Gaing

(1) The harlets in the objeetive wors complotely deserted and
appearcd to ‘have been abandoned for over a yoar. Thoro was no indieat-
don of 1-d1gcnouscpcrsonncl atterpting to work the rice paddies which
a.rc, now over gi‘own with high grass.

(2) A possible harboring site was uncovered at AT B50682, but
it appecared to have becn wmused for about 3 woeks. The trails found in
the objeective arca wore not well usod and in somo instanrncdes’' corpletcly
QVCTSTOWI .

-

d, Terrairn

(1) Critical Terrain, Hill 112, (4P 888688) and the ridge line
ruaning north east were considered koy torrain and were utilized by Bo
K as blocking p051t10ns/0P's.

(2) . Observation and Fields of Fire. In the objoctive arca ite
self no observation was possible because $the valley floor is completely
overgrown with high elephant grass. There are no points of observation
from tho surrcunding hill masses which are heavily canopiéd. The rico
paddics in tho northern portion of the olijectivo are becoming overgrown
with weeds and probably W111 offer limited observation in tha future.

-

All ongagenchts with VO enemy would be at close quarters.

{3) GCover and Concealment. Bocause of tho donsity of the veg=

otat 10g,’ covercd and conccaled fighting and ambush positions are numcrous.

(CIN .Obstacles. Tho perpanont obstaclo was the torrain itself,’
Hnavily ovorgrown with h1sh canopy, the movement of Co I, 3rd Bn, 1st
Marines through the Jjungle had to be accomplished with ﬁachetes. Strean
crossing presented ro difficulty bocause of tho shallowness of tho wator
Haowever, with tho advent of the monsoon sceason, it is anticipated that
the watsr depth will rise and tho curreat will become ruch swifter.

{3} 4venues ¢f approach. The trails indicated on-tho map prove
cd to be izpassable., No covidence could be found of their prior use.
In some instances trails wore non cxistent. The trail running through
the pass betwoen the riountaineus arcas in GS AT 8667 is comploily overe
grown and had to be hacked out with machetes. A4t AT 860678 a one (1)
foot deep strean was discovered running to the west to AT 857678, It
is not shown on the map and offered the only means of passago iato the
objective arsa. Throughout the whole operation area streambeds proved
to be the ondly recasonable avenuss of approach. They offer some confort
frop tho  haskeardsmerd i¥mortantiy neovide s ondir cousse of wabaxr T
belicved that tho VO ars also utilizing tho streams as routoes of

crent,

ca Woather Thero was no inclenent weather during the operation.

i NS Grid ‘Lino throusgh tae 90 H~S -Grid- Line. On D=Day, Co I, 3rd

J, D ) ﬁ LI 2

OMMPTDRIPTAT

-

Sé Mission. 3rd Ban{=)(Rein), 7th Marines conducts three (3) day gearch’
-a&d destroy operztlon thé CAO SUNG Valley (vie 4T 860690).

« Concopt of Operation, 3rd Bn{-)(Rein), Pth Marinos cxecutes a three.
J&QQpany soarch of the CAO SUNG Vallcy along prominent. waterways from the

DECLASSIFIED
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‘ (b)- o
(e) ©

b. Fo;tificgf‘i ons and Eguipmcng

(1) ¢Co 1, 3/1 deatroyed a 10 £t long, 2 ft wide, 3 :E‘t hizh
tunnel abfAT‘?ZOéEO on 101520H, i

(2) ist plt; Co E, 2/? disarnecd a 210 antiﬁporsoﬁnbl minc.at
AT 849729 on 111000,

12, Aadninis trgtlog Matters. administrative planning was through and
detailcd. : .

a. Supplye. There was no resupply during the oporation since long
range patrol rations were utilized. Water was readily ava.:ﬂablc froom:
wells and strecans. Troops ca.rr:.ed. & BA of ammuanition.

b. Maintonance. There were no r.xa.lntenanco pro'blem_s.

¢, Trecatmont of Casuanltiss. Med ovac for the 3 WIA's and 1 ¥BC .
was adequatce,.

4. Transportation. Rotary wing aircraft prdvided field comranders
with freoquont reconnaisance flighte over the objective area. Trucks
were utilizod to carry porsconnol to thoir rospcctive basos,

es Comrmunications. & radio re]ay was establxshed on Hill 41; no
secricum problenis were encounterod.

f. Medical Bvacuation. Sec 12 c.

i3. Speeial quivnent and Technia « None

a. The privary purpose faor Operation BURIER was to conduct an ox-
teasivo scarch of a2 nost likely avenue of approach intc the DANaNG Alr
Baso corplex. . The obJjective arca was on in which movement is emtremcly
restricted. by heavy overgrowth. Also all previous operations vesturing
into the DAU SUNG Valley were conducted southernly up the valley floor
with 1o blocking pesitions in the rcar. Theso probing sweeps allowed
any hostile forces to sirply nmove ahesad and away from the assault forces.

- Operation BUTIER provided valuable torrain analysis information
on 2 thal sogenent of this Battalioane Scctor of Respomrsibility. The
kmowlodge gained on the VG's lioited potontial nilitary use of the CA0
SUNG Valley as an effective -entrance into the Rocket Bels aroa will
allow this Battalion to noritor thesir apprcach routes nore often nore
offeckivoly. o

15. Rg

e s B Operationd cof  this neture saboald e, eaptloned thoesmshout thom - -
o T.nDR. It enables the unit commardor to physically cover every foot of
hils assigned SOR and provides him with the initimate terrain anyslysis
he rmst have to be responsive to potential VC stagirg, assonbly aresa.

b. A second and vital achievonent is 1t allows the Battalion Comnmand
‘Group to deploy and operatounder £inld cvonditions. The lack of field
cqur:ence of arvmaji,fm t _has over a 100% rotation factor eveory year, .

coulﬁ_gs fd? 3 Qi ny n in a heavily committed rapid dovclopihg
5it S -

- \‘“‘ - ’ By i 4’ = \ - - '
\ ) ermger® - Lieutenaont Colone}.. VaSa Marine flarna .

i "'iiwz
s ot
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Bn, 1st. Marines (OPCON 3/7) conducts one dny sweep of FHUOC MHAN Valley
vic Grid Sguarc 8966, . Undor cover of darkness, omploying decopilve
artillery and air support, deploy and cross hill mass vié GS 8667 and
covertly ostablish blocking positiocrns in western scetion of CAO SUNG
Vallcyre On D plus 1 twe companics conduct overt ssarch operaticns to
south and west cstablishing blecking positions on north side of SONG TUY
LOAN, with these forces icplaced, Co I. will cormence ‘search and destroy
0pera.t10ns castward out of CiAC SUNG Va.lley.

io0. zeuti

4« D<Day, 10 Junc 1262, ‘At 100700H Co I, 3rd. Brn, lst Marines
(OPCON 3/7) .commenced scarch and destroy opera.tion id- PHUOC WHAN Valley.
Extensive small unit activitiss weore conducted as planncd fron the
company patrol basc vic AT 902671. Preparations were made to appear
as if Co I,.3/1 would be establishing nizht defensivo positiors. While
dzceptive su.-t illery arnd TPQ-10's were- ‘utilized ta tho southwest of the
position, Co I, 3/1 moved west at 102015H to establish bloeking postions
in G5 AT 8567, 8467, and B46B, Movement at night through tho domse
brush was slow and illurinatvion was utillzed in a diroctional aid cap-
acity. Thero was ncgative ‘contact although Co I did. blow & small
tunnel at- AT $20680,

b, D s B Fand' 1067 . AL 110700 Co K(-) conducted open and
deliborato search and desticy i ation ‘westward from positions on Hill .
10 to H11l 112 (AT B888688) where it established a blocking position CP, -
A platoon blocking position was also set up on the ridgs at AT 893696.
All positions wore assumed by "110900. 4t 0815 lat ¥latoon, Co E; 2nd
Ba, 7th Marises crossed the LOD, .viec 4T 850?110. and conducted an open
sweep of the valley in the vic of GS 4T 8573 and 8572, Co I, 3/1
arrived at the blocking position in vie of GS AT 8567 at 1110151{ and det-~
ormincd it to be unsatisfactory. Objective 4 (AT 844576) was therefore
by passed azd Co I pushed north toward Objective B (AT 837693) and Obje -
echive € (AT 857688? Roaching these objectives at approxinatoly 1200,

Co I then movaed to establish night defensive positions vic of Objective |
D (AT 855704) and Objective F (AT 876644). 1lst platoon, Co E, 2nd Bn, .
7th Marizes swopt to AT 861709 whero it eatablished unight défensive
positions. . Tho platoor. digcovered arnd disarned a Z-10 a.nti-personnel
oinc at 4T 849729, The only contact oceurrod whon the Co K ‘Blocking
positio**/OP on Hill 112 dirccted 26 HE 105 rounds on 2 VC in black -
without weapors zrunning in a paddy at 4T 885695. An AD flying over the
araa reported _v‘_o subsequent sizn of VC a.ct:.vity. .,
c. D plus 2 Jane 1967. - Co I, 3/1 swoept through Objectives E
{AT 871709) and Objcetives G (A"[' 881701} by nid morning and effectod a
rondozvous at Objectivos B (AT 884704) at 121300H. 1st plt, Co B, 2/7
wan ch.oppcd OPCON to 2/7 at 121200H. Co X and Co I, 3/1 returned to their
corbat bascds by 121400H, .The only .contact consisted of.Co I, 3/1 sustain=

ing 3 WIA from. anti-personqol niines at AT 88?‘?03. The operation term 1n—‘
atod at 12160CH. .. . - , :

MEITIUN UL AR

1l. Rosultg.

ae. Personnel. IR

o e i R e e

T e ”“‘”””’(‘I’) Friend],v Lossos -~
(a) K& -0

@) -

(2')»-. ;:ermxzs;e: T LT EBN@M\SSHFEE@}
(@0 . Lo T ' ' | -

R T Lo
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: - Approxima.tehr 50 roundis per night were expended on H&L targets. A

¥ total of 608 fire missions ware submitted by observers in the field while
129 selective missions were fired uncbserved based on district and pro-
vinelal intelligence reports. Total artillery survslllancefor Operatjon
DESOTO included$ 111 VC KIA (Conf), 295 VC KIi (prob) and 19 VC WIA(Irob),
Extonsive St¥uctural damage was also inflicted on fortified hamlets in the
DUC FEO operating arca., Despite ammunitilon expenditures wdll in excess of
planned levels, no significant problems were encountered in resupply; a
ninirum of 600 rounds of 10S5am HE were on position at all times. The
average ammo status on station was approximately ___ ., rounds HE,

©  Significant.cvents included the use of artillery illumination fuzed
for ground impact to mark targets for night air strikes when TACA or AO ‘
control was unq.vd.ila.ble. This technique was used on two separafie occass~—
ions with exdhllént results to mark targets for both flarship and tactical .
attack airctaffti Operations in the DUC PHO area also proved the ineffect~
ivenass of delay,i’uzes against fortified ptructures. Hven tamped earth ;
tunkers caused the fufe to break and misfunction., The situation was re—
medied by the use of P fuzes with a increase in the effectiveness of both .
dirsct and indireét fire against fortifded cnery positions, 4lso sign= 11 :
ificant was the employment of artillery in conjunction with tactical heli- |
coptor nssaults. Aftsr initial landing zone 1irep artillery fires, artille—
ery contimaed to fire suppressive firos parallel to previously planned beli-
copter approach and rotiromont lanes. Fire wes initialed and ceased en
command of the helicopter flight leaders. Detalled briefings and positive
checkpoints insured the safety of bdth aircraft and friendly troops.

7e  aipr

a. DBoth fixed and rotary wing gir support provided by the 1lst MAW,
was used extensively during Operation DRS0T0. Rotary wing support roles
included compafy resupply, tactical troop-lifts, day and BEight medevac
uations, resconnaissance missions and attack aircraft control. In addit-
ion, UH~IE gunships were called on daily to provide gsuppresive Fires amil/
or observation for engaged or deployed units. Tactieal troop-lifts were
conducted between artillery, on station direct support. aireraft and helo
flight leaders to,provid i@ constant fire on landing zones prior to touch '
down. 3oth air and artillery preparatory fire were thorou: “hly discussed
with flight leaders of both sscort and tactical lift aircraft priocr to op«
erations to insure that the requirements of infantry units as well as those
of the air wing were met satisfactorily. Fixzed wing attack aircraft were
used extensively throughout Operation DESOTO. Confrol varied between TACA
and FAC depending upon the tactical situation. 4_total of 300, attack Jniss-
ions were flwwn in support_of the tactical battalion—TH addition: nEmous
AD and UH-IE nmisaichHe were flown. fiot included 16 ths above total. Target
acquisition was mz2inly acomplished at the Battallon FSCC level, Additional
targets were passed through lst Mar Div (G-2). Radar eontrolled aerial
bombing (EEQ-10} playod an important role in the DUC FHC ares of operationsa.
an_average of 65,,__dﬂ1;ppa~p,grﬁglghtmy,ar\emuaed.‘to engage various targets with
good effect . £380, seloctive targets, acqguired through DUC PHO District
intelligence sources and the Batialions’s operational experience, were en- -

. gaged with.intense PPQ-10"programs®—over- varying 36 hour period.s., Plare=

. WFNM:up support:._was regussted-and réceived on 11 gecasions w:.thont significe=
ant problems. Miniguns were also employed with €wog®83. There were four in=-
stances of fricendly aircraft inflicting casualtles on Marine forces in the
DUGC_PHO area. The first of these occurrad on 1 Feb at approximately O345H,
two bombs, of unknown size, exploded within Co MTs defensive perimeter ab
BS 823403 resulting in 1 USMC Kla, B USMC WIA (ivac), 3 USMC WIA (Non=
evac). <in ihitial investigation of the incident indicated an error had been
made: in a TPG=10 drop which had been scheduled for 1 Feb at BS 827410. No
further report on the incident has been made available to this organization
to date. -On_February 18 a CH-A4E helicopter on & medevac mission for Co I
deliyvered suppressive fire while entering an IZ at BS 802418, resulting in
1 U“SMC KI4 and 2 USMC WI4 (Evac). Up until the time of the incident the air-
craft bsAd been running on a target approximately 300 meters to the north of
the above coord under control of both TACA and FAC, % g - :
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. with the intentien of mowing the strilke famther nerth when the aircraft
strafeda friendly positions. No further report eh this ineident s bean
made aweilable to this erganization to date. .

On 30 March Co G/2/7 sustained casualties from friendly air atrilea,
The terget was raquested fer BS 757356 and was under the cantrol of & TACA]
THa target was marlkad by the TACA and confirmed by Co G. ZPoth attaack air-
eraft identified tha target, anifired roclet ripples. The first aitaraft's
rocketas impactad on target. The second's however, impacted within a 2o G's
platoan position 400 meters short of the target. Four (4) USMC XIA, 1 IBM
DOWy and 19 USIMC VTA (Evaa) resudteds No further repart on this incident
haz bean mede ite.this arganization to date. '

c. Naval Gunfire. Naval Gunfire was employed extensively throughout tha

DUC PHO AR, in support of manonvering elemenis =2a well as air and ground
observarsel Threo pammenent obzervation pests were esteblished in the DUC
PHO erea, end were manned by Naval CGunfire spotters on & 24~hour basis. :
These positions included NUT DU (vic BS 874325), NUI DANG {(vic BS 818385),
aud WUL CUA (vic BS 849391). Ir additdmn, deployed units were supported by
attachoed spotter teams from Hgq. Btry, 3rd Bm, 11th Marines. - Naval Gx}nfire
suprort was both timely and accurate, and proved extremely effective 'in rel=-
isving pressure on hoeavily engaged units. This was particularly true of the
initial phases of the operation when artillery ammunition was in short swply,
and LSMR's wers on station. The ship's high rate of fire, preplanned pos—
itioning to offer an optimal gun target line, and: accurate target location
permitted the use of 5" rockets within a few hundred meters of mansuvering
‘elements. Naval Gunfire also played a role in the battalion®s nighttime -
H&I progran, providing the added range %o interdiet deop targets in pre—
viously uncontested areas. Two TUT's were employed using both Naval_Gu.nfire
and artillery with wxcellent effect. A lesson learned from Operation DES'—
J¥0's employnent of supporbing erms was that Naval Gunfire can be emplaued
effectively -in close éupport risslons; despite its range dispersion. FPre-
planned positioning of the -shi or ships involved overccmes the range disper—
sion problem, and a much more versatile weapon is added to the ground command -
er's disposal. Ships participating in Uperation DESOTO included: USS ST
FRANCIS RIVER (ISMR 525), USS MAWLY (AB94O), USS CANBERRA (CAG 2) USS WHITR-
RIVER (LSMR 536); USS CLARTON (LSMR 409), USS TURNER JOD (DD 951), USS.
FROVIDENGE {CLG 6) USS OZBOURKE (DD B46) USH FELCHEELER (DD 870) and the.
iustralian Naval Gunfire Suppors ship HMAS HOBART. A total of NGF ammunition
sxpenditure for Uperation DESOTO is not available at this time, however,
hased on the operational averages for certain reporting periods the following
is estimated: HE 9,500; WP 300; Illum 203 HE (fz vt} 40O,

—

.7+ _Inbellieence

B

e dnticinated YG Strength., Location. Disnosikion _in.thgigzeg_p_f__gpg:@&_igg_a\ﬁ

. (1) It was anticipated that all bhamlets in the DUC PHO . TAOR would be
~wWell-fortified, and Wefended by hamlet guerillas of undetermined strength, who
L, would be reiaforced Ly corresnonding village guerillas, Ths local populace was
. not expected to supvort USMC operations because of vigorous Commmunist _military, .
scondmics and-nolifieak éontrsd ofthe “dreay — It was estinatéd that 90 percent
of the eivilian population wos Comrunist indoctrinate

(2} Viet Cang unibts expected in DUC PHO District included four pre=

S wvicusly confirned local Force Companies (0-17, €=19, C-21, €-219), three pro-
i) s Local Force Coupanies (195th, 5064, C-217), two monfirmed Local Force
Sattalions (38th, 48th), and one probable Loeal Force Battalion (19th). The

tal estimated strength of these units was reported to be 1600,

(3) Ioecal Force VC units wors expected to _be reinforced by the 2nd

deaiment of tho.3nd NVA Division, deployed by BINH LINH Province. Ths strefgth
»f these wiits w=s cstinated at &4,900.

b. BSource of Intellirence Priur to D-Day. Task Force X-Ray Op Plan 1-67.

€
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(1) During initial operations, VO forces in well-prepared dofensive
positions were encountered. They attempted to block the movement of USMC
forces from the base of operations at WUI DANG to the northeast. It was
assumed that the enemy encountered was an unidentified Local Force Battalion
equipped with 60mm mortars and .50 cal. machineguns. This unit appeared well
diseiplined and trained. The fortified positions which they occupied in the
bhamlets of TAN TU, SA BIWH, and HAI MON were oriented generally tco the west
toward Highway One. This was the factor that declded attacks by helicopters
assault from the east which drove the VC north across the SONG CaAU from the °
HAI MON hamlet complex/ﬁill 26 area vicinity BS 833397 in one instance, and
from the THUY TRIEBU (1) hamlet complex westward along the trace of the SONG
TRa CAU.

(2) Operations and patrolllng gradually resulted in USMC control of
the hamlets just north of the SONG TRa CaU. .Heavy resitance.was-encountered-
there as before. It was discovered at this time that new bunkers and trenches
were being constructed to repel attacks from all directions. The buildup of
fortifications in this area was conducted mainly during February's TE! Lunar
Truce, Throughout the ocperation, however, USMC forces continued to raport
freshly-dug trenches and fortifieations, throughout the DUC FPHO TAOR.

{3) By establishing one combat base at S5i BINH, BS 822403 and hy
z2geressive patrolling, control of the hamlets south of the SONG TRa CAU to NUIL
DiNG, and the control of HAI MOH hemlet was established., Bfforts were then
turnzd to areas south and west of NUI DaliGy In both arsas moderate-to-heavy
resistance and new fortifications 1ndlcnted that VG forces anticipated friendly

operations in these arsas. .

(4) On =2 24 Maych, from 0050 %o 0130, an attack was conducted on the
Battalion CPJISA at HUL Dall¢. -~Between 200-250 rounds of &0mm, 82mm. mertar;
57 and 75mm recoilless rifle fire wer: received.  Reports on 25 March indicated
the attack was conducted by either the 95th Battalion of the 2nd NVa Regiment
or the 83rd Local Force Battalicn (4K 38th Bn).

(5} oOn1 April, at 0300 a 20-man reconnaissance OF located at BS
772365 was attacked. Initially, the OP reported an attacking force of 12-15
ve. It was later reported, however, by the National Police of DUC FHO Dis~
trict, that the unit which conducted the attack was a company of the 95th
Battalion reiunforced by guerillas of PHO PHUOC Village.

-{6) Throughout Operation DESOIO, VC harrassment and defense of some
siratagic arcas indicated their strong desire to maintain coantrol of mach of
DCC FHO contested hamlets. Recurrent reports indicated a buildup of Main
Force units west of DUC PHO with ths mission of containing USMC operations
within a small radius of the HNUI DANG CP.

(7} Operations west of DUC PHO in ths vicinity of VINH LiC, AN IOI
and THANH LiM hamlet complexes wicinity Grid Scquarss 7538, 7539, 7638, 7639,
7737, 7738, 7837 and 7838 resulted in the cspture of well-supplied corpsman's
packs. Moderate-to-heavy contacts, recurrent reports, and the material cap=

_tured indicated the area may,haweqbeen—a substantial ‘source of VC mwedicdl aid.

e cre. (8) -~ During Operatien DESOLO. little significant-intelligence was:-gained— —
from the interrogation of detainses. Few detainees volunteered information.

. This substantiated already confirmed intelligence that the DUC rHO area was

vigorously VC controlled., Few detainees reported any sightings of Main Force
Units. Yne interragation revealed that vicinity NUI DAU, 50 Main Force VG were
observed wearing gold stars pinned on the shirts who were known as VC from the

Gold Star Division (NVA). This was not confirmed, however, by agencles under
cur control.

d. Units Identified

(1) %hroush captured documents, the C-219 Co and 120th Co (Unit
120) were confirmed. The 206 was believed to be a villaga guerilla company

A Unit 511 (b=zlieved to be an =lternate designat o § _
alsco confirmed through captured documents. g :
4 ;s.g &
h ‘iﬁﬂgﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂ
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. : (2) Teports wers also recoived frod the DOIC of LUC PHO and analyzed
by the Dattalion S-2, Most reports were of an ‘Order of Dattle naturs and rice
cache targots, Units continuously reported but mostly unconfirmed wers as
follows:

120th Co
C~219 Loecal Force Co
0217 Local Fores Co
- 38 Local Force in
48 Local Force 3Bn
307 Local Force Dn
95 3n {2nd degt)
1st VC Legt
2nd WVA Regt (Yellow/Godd Star)
22nd NVA Regd

{(3) 1Intelligence evaluations tended to confirm that Local Force com—
nanies had the missions of assisting guerillas in controlling the people, har-
assing 3/7%s combat patrols, and denyinz USMC access %o areas under VG domina-
tion. It was also determined by the trend of reports received thrté ‘the mission

:f the 95 Dn, and Local Force battalions was to protvect both the flow of supp-
l"es received on Gtk coastal heaches by waterborne traffic, and the rice harvest.
Jsporhks of the 307 battalion indicated that its miesion was to patral the hills
wesi of UUC PHY and maintain the established north—to-south supply routes.

(1) Countinuous enemy contact of various dsgreos, the presence. of wea-.
h32a such as .50 cal MG, 75mm R, 57mm DR, B2mn mortars, and sighting by AC
" seoan wilss of unlformed troops, confirmed the presence of at least elements
£ Moin Worce/iWA mniks in the UUC PHU area. :

{2) Iecurrent reports during Uperation LESOTO confirmed &#he fact that
' wers using waterborne traffic to infiltrate medical supinlies, ammunition
 hroops into the UUC FHO ares. - derial and ground surveilance of
:s5tal heaches was maintained but coastal areas north near MO DUC
* 54 HUYHH could not offectively be observed from HUI DaNG/NUL

» coordinated operations with local guerillas, The possibility
wrsosnnel reinforecing Loecal guerillas un a permanent .advisory
2o podsidble,

ie Yated documents listed the names of village and hamlet guer-

lated V6 infrastructure of PHO rHUUC, £HV BINH and PHO Tail ham-

; o6 indicated the strengths of the guerillae by village and
ﬁg;@ononal 1etters also indicated a lowerinb VE morals due to

{5) Tt was determined by the volnme of offlcial ecarragnondence .found--
2.-that-ne-fewer than thred of the VG~ Kia durlng the aperation were

e l_ T PRt ea Erosd tes 5T VO IR o s hmAndeRs, T T T T T s

(8) @ lated documents indicated that village and hamlet. guerlllas
“nd o mission orting USMC reconnaissance hilicopter insarts to Main Force
rrsonacl, cocrdinating attacks on the USMC units with Main Force units.
JEMO recopn neg UPT¥s frequently were harassed and attacked in the LUC PHO
se vinits were immedintely extracted inm all cases, upon being
ragavd tass of the degree of eanerny contacta '

T e
L T X

)

Gromnd rccémﬂaissance'and AU sightings confirmed armed VG and VC
Ssorgite using VO MSR'se The route running Horth to South throwgh the hills
3 the west qf e PHS a2l.ng 3S 76035 to BS 785330 uwsed in conjunction with the

nin route running east to west through 38 770430.
[ UNGLRSSIFIED f\
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B. Mission. The following is the mission as stated in Battalion Op Order
1-47: 3ra Bn (Rein), 7th Marines deploys to area of NUI DAU/DUGC PHO/NUI LANGs
e 3 HGAI Province, LVN to relieve designated ARVN forces; to establish and
maintain control.of NUI DANG and WUI DAU positions; to react rapidly tc enemy
forces threatening LDUG PHO Iistrict Headquarters:; to conduct unilateral or
coordinzted search and destroy operations; to establish control over assigned
PaJdi; and to carry out other missions as assigned.

9. GConcept of Operations. The following is the Concept as stated in Task
Force X-~Ray uUperation Plan 1-867:

a. On D=2, 3rd Bn {Aein}, 7th Marines depleys advance party by helicop-
ter to NUI LAl (BS 8138), DUC PHO (3S 8037), and KUI DAU (3s 8732).

b. On D=1 deploys one platoon (rein) by helicopter to relieve 2d ARVN
‘Z4v infantry units on NUI DANG and provides sscurity for artillery and com=
manications established thereon.

c. Conducts helicopter assault with two companies at H-Hour on Dilay
vic NUI DAHG; initially conducbts search and destroy operations within radius
of three kilometers of NUI DAXNG.

d., Un L-~Day denloys Bn command group and rifle co ( }J{Rein) by helicop~
ter to sstablish CP vicinity TLUC FHO.

e. On D~1 deploys one rifle company (rein} by hellcopter to relieve Lth
3n, 4th Regt 28 ARVN Div on NUI LAU.
f. On D-2 assumes responsibility for PAR; RZ .as indicated. . .

2. Establishos and maintains control of NUL LA apnd HULI DANG positicns
and surrounding areas; prepares to react rapldly to enemy farces threatening
Dilstrict Headquarters at DUC PHO. .

he Mainiains two companies in moblle status to conduct daily unilateral
o ecoordinated search and destroy operations against enemy forces in the
area; prlority initlally to area IIWW, N and NE of DUC PHY and HUI DAN

1. Plans graduaal sxpansion of area under control to open and secure
Highway 1 within TACR.

J« Plans and conducte Golden Flecce operatlons in coordinstion with
Listriect Chief,.

k. In coordination with yistriet Chief, establishes measures to control
movement and activities of Vietnamese engaged in fishing and other boat
activity along the South China Sea coast.

1. Perlodlcally conducts coordlnaued opsratlons outside of the TAOR
with district and/or province forcas to déﬂy saxlt harvest to the enemy._

m. - ‘Conducts m111tany civic. uct1on nrogr T8 in coordlnwtlon w1th dlg=
trlct Off101pls.‘;7. e e

e et lio i = e e e e e e Sl d i L DL Rt el o e e ST, s i S L ST DI [OOSR

10. ﬁyecutloq. 3rd Bn, (rein), 7th Marlnes was alerted to denloy to ths-
DUG PHO, QUaNG a4l Province area in mid January. Prenarations for the de—
>loyment began with a tactical displacement from the DAI LOC, DANANG TaCR
to the BW LNANG TAUR which was completed 151500H Jan 1967. The battalion
retained responsibility over the HW DaNAJIG TAOR for approximately one weck
prior to administrative displacement to CHU LaI, and furhter tactical deploy-—
nent into the LUC FPHO area. un 22 Jan, after the battalion had displaced to
CHU LAT, 4% received the Task Force up Plan 1-67 and Admin Plan 1-67, and
coordination with attached and direct support urnits began. The following de-
tailed description of the conduct of operations of Uperation LESUTV was com-—
piled from Jjournals and debriefings of zround commanders after the 1nci_4nt
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~Jperation DBSJLO,

‘ona U.S. Carbins, one French submachine gun: saven'chicom»grena&en‘géyp
packs, and ammunition boxes. : -

(b)) 4t OLO9UOH March, Co M, conducting a squad size combat patrol
following the westward trace of the TRA GAU River engaged 3 V¢ with packs

and weapons =t BS 807W07, killing two VC (C) and capturing 1 Russian carbine,

one M-=1l, and 2 cartridge belts. :

{c) At 021100H April, Co K, while conducting a soarch and destroy

mission along the TRAU CAU River in Grid Square 383 7841, came upon an estima-

ted platoon of VG, During the firefight, the enemy manuevered toward the

flank and rear of Co K, but were observed at 388 775413 and engaged with small

arms mortars, artillery, and UH-IE gunships. 4 search of the area produ?ed
one VG LKIi (C), 8 VG KIA (P) and resulted in the carture of one M-l carbine
and uvne gas mask,

(&) 4t 021100 April, Co M moving intc blocking position dm- .

support of a swesp by Co K, received sniper fire from the fortified hanlet of

PaAPr AN Nal, BS 805415, 4n artillery mission caught 5 VG in the open and
resulted in 3 VG KIA (P). Pursuing the enemy, Co M a2gain made contact at

021545 with 4 VC at BS 789419, Two more VG KI4 from small arms fire were
confirmed. :

(a) 4t 030845 Co M observed an estimated 35 VO wearing green uni-
forms with packs and weapons traveling west in groups of 4 and 5 at 3BS
205414, BS 805414, and 3S 813415. Taking them under fire with small arms,
automatic weapons, artillery and fixed wing, 24 VC KIA (P) were recorded.

{£) Three sightings were made on 3 April by a reconnaisance unit

“located at BS 6835. Seven VG XIa (P) were recorded when a 155mm barrage was
called in on them at 35 691353. Heavy foliage prevented assessment of artill

ery missions called in con one sguad of VG in bfown and khaki uniform with
pacis and rifles at 3S 582359 and 3S 688359.

] (g: On 4 &pril, acting upon iunformetion volunteered by a local v
villager %o District Uverational Iantelligence Center, a platocon size patrol
from Co L located a cowmand detonating 250 1b anti-personnel mine on the
"rafugce trail® at BR 791384. A Vietnamese mals refugee voluntarlly agreed
to ald in the search for the bomb. After discovering the bomb, he cut the

command wire whici led to a hamlet 300 meters away at BS 78938l. Engineers

then destroyed the hombe.

{h) A VC ambush was effectively thwarted on the morning of & April
2y a platocn size patrol from Co M at B35 813405. The point fireteam fired
wpon what was apnarently a VC sentry, killing him, causing the ambush to be
vrramaturely eprun::. The patrol thon received automatic weapons fire from a

squad of V2 =t BS B12405 and DS 809408. While one squad 1aid down a base of

fire,- the point -squad prossed the astack by fire &nd maregvar against the
ambush element.
erege of the arsa by artillery caused the VO to break contact leaving 3 VG

EIL4 (C). @Pursuit by the patrol resulted in no further contact but a 155mm
shell devised as LTI T

T SR R s = Iy T el e - — .

i) At O51750H a fireteam OP at BS 843366 from Co 6/2/7 tripped
a 105mm artillery shell devised as an anti-personnel mine. As a UH-IE
med-evac helicopter hovered over the LZ at BS 841367. A4 large explssion
occured under the helicopter causing it to disintergrate. While rushing to
aid the wounded, marines of Co G 2/7 tpipped another large explusive device
at BS B4U4367. A search of the area disclosed a 300 meter length of comm
wiras leading from the LZ tu a cane fisld at BS 846367, indicating the holi=-
copter was destroyed by a command detonated bomb. Anzlysls of both craters

showed thzt the sxplosives used weras at least 250 1b bombs or larger. USMC
canuzlties were 10 EIi, 2nd 13 Wlae.

{J ) While sniping incidenss continued aear the termination of
the VC seemed to place more emphasis on anti-persconnel -
Most deviees were dud 105 artillery shells and 250 1t bombs, sone
rigged with trip wires; others were capable of being command detvonated, .

mines.

It h e

The ageressive tactics of the patrol ard the excellent cov~

( iau“aptiepersonnel¢ni§e‘m§§;@i§goygreﬂ;‘;ﬁm'~‘i7;;;_._ﬁ”<; .
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Informaulan Trbm Provincial Reconnaissance Units indicated the VG were arned
‘with automatic wenpons, local villagers were forced to hear their aomunite-
ion, and twelve recoilless rifles were usea in the attack,

(W __icting on an intelligesnce report from DUC PHO Distriet that
stated a small VC unit was hiding in a canefield at 35 831349, elements of
Co G searched the area killing one VC XIA (C), dotaining one VG, and cap-
turing one U.S5. Carbicde ‘

(% At 271420H Ma.rci the USS Ozbourrn (DL 846) lyinc offshore
north of NUI CU4A received approximately 18 rounds of recoilless rifle fire
fron ¥C positions at 38 B35427. Suwporiing arms were brought to bzar on the
VC positions. There was no damage to the destroyer.

{(J oOn 27 March, Co X conducted a search and destroy operation
of uONG-TEUUﬂb vicinity of 8BS 845354%; the Vietnamese village chief and
nationsl police represeantives accompanied Go K on the operation. Co G 2/7
established blocking positions to the west ant both ground and airborne
pesywar brondeasts were made; villagers were warned that USMC forces had
surrounded the hamlet and that they were to remain in the arsa near their
nouses. When VG suspects were seen slipping into the water (DaM LaM BINH)
vicinity of BS 830350 they wore warnad again by fire and- loudspeaker.

While screening the DONG THUAN villagers, initially, CGo X apprchended 3
detainees, Continuing its sweer, Co K apprehended 13 suspschted VC hiding
in a tunker at 85 842351. Moving southeast, searching the bank of the
promontory, 3 fmore suspects were detalised. UH-IE helicopters suppoerting the
operabions by osbhservation, noted apvnroximately 30 VG hiding in the shallow
wrber and sWaop area at DS 845340. They were observed under water breathing
through bamboo and camouflaged with the moss’ they 2lso used sampans for
hiding places, The helicopters strafed the YC in and.under the water to
force them toward shore. After sach strafing ran soma VO returced to shore
and Wers Coptursd By 6o K. This process continued until all the VC were
either killed or captured. 4s a result, 23 VO were kllled and a total of
30 VC flushed from their concealed positions. The prelimlnary interroga-—
tian 5f U9 detainces amprehended from the action resulted in identify 8
“%rlw1lﬂr,€«h 1at palitical.cadre and 36 civil defendents. ALT
nnured Br kidlle? were oE military age, w2ll—fed and in excellent

?qyalcql conditiona

(1 On 30 March Co G 2/7 moving to establish nightime positions
S 767370 during a search and destroy cperation west of WUI Dy, receive

4

1
G

o

o & henvy volune of emall arms fire from approximately 30 VO in concealed
~og itl .08 atb BS 766364, The lsading elements of Co G engaged tho VC at hand
grendde Tangse, illing 4 VG (C) ond 5 VO KIA (), Wnile searching area after

the

VC bruize contact and fled inte the foliage, Co G capbtured one M1 rifile,
one U.5. Carviune, one BAR, cartridge belts, ammunition, miscellanious itens
of egquirment and numercvus docunents. Artillery and fixod-wing strikes were
derCuod on llkb]y ve escape routes.

(L) 4t 301905H March, Co & 2/7, utilizing fixed-wing strikes in
suppart of its moverient to nightime positions following the action desdribed
in Parqérﬂpn (i) hb;vQ, suffered four XIA and 19 WIA when an utta.ck: alrcraftyrm

Elu on 7 Aprll with the relief of 3/7 s responsibility of the DUC PHD
TACR Dby units of the lst Caikalry Division {4irbobile), the battalion bermin-
ated uUperstion IBSJLCO. Several significant evenus occured in the latest
phase of the operation which were as follows:

) { ) un 9LU300H, a reconnaisance unit of 19 men at 35S 771395 observed
an sstimated 12-15 V0 probing their position. During the engagement that
followad the ualt received 16 fragmentation grenades and fire from small arms
including ot least 3 automatic weapons, 2 of which were located to the NW
and ons to the B of their wosition. WWith continuocus illumination being pro=-
vided by artillery and Naval Gunfire, the reconnaisance unit turned back the
assanlt with small arms and srtillery. A search of the arsa at first light
showed 15 VG KIA (C) and 6 VC EKIia (F). It is significant to note that among
the enemy weapons capbured was a M=16; other weapons were: ane M~14, one BaR

o 1>
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8533?9 and;, g@t%ﬁt FITN m-l ri.fla and- equ:mment, Co Xk, providing obser-«
el “forces west of WUI OUA discovered a rive cache during

¥ MAsORry styieturs at BS§ 842386. The rice was stared

ﬁ-ga.l,a.an drums gnd sunny sacks. cn F, which later

: B O eontinved asarch and destmy operations in

“the hamiai;s saut»h a@f UUT dUs-end e 5 March epgneed an estimated platoon

of ¥& who were khaks wniforme and heldets and whe were raeg with 7,62mm

rifles, . ‘Bofors the .e,ngr br@ka canta.ct, ei.smes&s of Po B mued 2 7¢C

:_,m (GQ gnk ‘? ve {P) -

it OSTHO Wﬁ?i%’ fﬁ-rs team of B squa.d. (reﬁ:n)
priged g group of V€ .im a itremechline af BS 881323,.
M.ﬁss aited | i £ % #ix VC Kla ()
y Wik grﬁggd;ea imafo:;ﬁr ahe remaini;ag ve brek:e contact and.
T1od ?ar».sh a-rea..; o

- {c) 4 two—-compa.qy sweep of the VINE mg (l) aad (2) mlet
corplex: ricipity B8 8338 resulted is B8 7€ 3TA (C) and § ¥O B4 (P} on 16
March, slememts @f Co K swesping westward at B5 831364 received approximately
300 rounds of emall apms ; - pebimgtod 20 V0 in fortifisd pesitions.
$0.X ongaged the VO for esood the geseult through the positien.
ig;iglmg ive m ’46?, mp' 3.9 Ghmm grenack&s«. demnts and one US
RBO - .

543 at 1198&5, & sgnad @aft»rai of 59 & £l 7.4;,41 & ¥¢ emiper
ing and capturisg his M-l Fifla . &?&9 ¥ waz » hamlet guerula
ﬁm&r % Xy *vm;m;%g Bs SN7300,. : )
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_BS 89032!4». kﬂnné,i 8 ve ;KIAx"(G) end 8.VC KIa (P)
; fui"dlng the. SONG QUAN &t 38

the enemy encountered on the opera.tion and their reaction to attacks, patrols.
and searches, the importance and significance of thc dailly search and destroy
operations deccreased as the operatimn progressed, i.e. with few exteptions, -
initial operations were much more significant than later operations., Details
offered in the fellowing narrative, therefore, arce more concentrated for early
phases of the opoeration than for latter phases. Subparagraphs are labeled in
chrcouological order. Thus, they generally conform to the relative significan-
ce of tho actions and eventg, Thers were many incidents during Cperation
DESOTO that were considered relatively insignificant at the time of occurance
and consequently are absent from official records; nothing of signif:.cance,
however, has heen unrecorded.

(1) D=1, 22J0067. Co L (-) and Bastery I (-), 3rd 3n, 1lith Marincs
exccuted helilift from the QUANG NGAI ISA to WUI DANG to relieve designated
ARVH unita on position, Aircraft rgported receiving sporadic sniper fire.
3rd Ba {~), ?7th Merinss displaced by motor march to the QUaHG NGAI LSA.

(2) D=Day, 28Jané7. Go M, followed by the remainder of Co I and the
main body of the battalion inecluding comuand group and attachments executed
helicopter assault to L& vicinity NUI DANG at 0800H. Ths helicopter 1ift was-
completed at 1135H with the arrival of Co I. All units received sporadic
sniper fire from the periph#r¥ of #he L2 (vic BS 815395). During daylight
hours Co L and H&S Co personnel reported receiving sporadiec sniper fire fronm
soveral eoncealed positions vie of $he WUI DANG perimeter. Co M moved north-—
cast from the L2 to secure the objective hanmlet of THRUONG SiNH and received
sporadic but contimious sniper fire from several VC positions. Continuing .
the attack, Co M nmancuvercd one platocon and the command group to the west
side of the SONG QUAN to positions wicinity BS 820393 (TAR TU (2)) whors the
unit becanme engaged with an undeternined number of V€ in well-concealed,
mutually supporting, fortified bunkers., Using supporting arms extemsively,
Co M pressed the attack to BS 822394, where heavy volume of enery fire from
the north and northezet lncluding, .50 caliber fire, precluded the evacuation
by helicupter of wounded marines from open arsas. Co M finally evacuated
friendly casualties to a secure LZ under cover of darkness, and ropositioned
wnlits for a night defense west of the SONG QUAN. Co I reported light sniper
contact during the day in its advance to night positions vic VINH BINE (1)
(385 B06391). Uavel Gunfire, artillery and fixed-wing strikes were directed
on the fortified homlat of TAN TU (2) during the night in preparation i‘cr
contiruation of the- attack by Cos M and I on 29 January.

(3} D31 29 Jan 67. Co K executed its heliflift to NUI DAU to

1'93-1‘3"*’ tks designiated ARVH unit on poeitiorn. During movemont from pog=

tlone in VI¥H BINH (1) BS 806391 oastward across the SONG GUAN, Co 1 con~
tinﬂ-alh' ruceived sporadic btut accurate sniper fire from seferal concealed
VC positione %o the north and east. Pressing the gttaclk, Co I seized TiaN TU
(1) (vie Bs 816398), finding the body of one VG KIi (C) enrouse. At 0915H,
a Provincial Reconnaissance Unit directed attack aircraft on two groups
of armed VC moving northward on trail at BS 784340 resulting in 7 VC EIa (C)
and 11 VC KIa (P). Co M reconnditersddhe southern hank of the SONG QUHAN

. for. fording sites during the morning.and.was adviscd by its Kit Carson . b

Scout attachment that Go I's\approach to 24N TU hamlet would be the lsast
vulnerable tu enemy fire. At 1055H Co K's Haval Gunfire Spot Team, obsorve—
ing from an OP on HUI DAU, directed Naval gv.mfire against 17 armed VY€ at

I e e

ohe VC XTI (c) at Bs 81I7403. Co M,
823392. “Peccivad Bodérate Saiper Fire from the
southern flank near the HAI MOW hanlet complex, 3S 831395, and VC positions
in the T4X TU {(2), 35S 820395, hamlet area, but Co M pressed the attack.
Searching the west bank of the SONG @aN¥, Co M found 2 ¥C XIA (C) from
napalm strikes. DLurihg o M's movement ihto the objective hamlet, lead
elenents were continually subjecte2 to VC harmssing and sniper fire, usuvally
from long range; and periodically bursts of .50 caliber fire were exper~
denced. ©Cos M and I completed the search of the hanlet complex and con-
sclidated positions for a night defense at BS 822L403.

UREESSTED

W

By the very na{:ure of

—Go L gontinuime-the atbask. .
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B () D plys 2 30 Jap 67. At 30005 Jan, Co M and.Co I occumying poa- -
f itions in SA BIVH (3S B22403), received six incoming 60mm mortar rounds
: from VC positions to the northeast, 8lmm, 105mm and WGF, delivered against
1ikely VC positions was immediate and effective, ard no further rounds
were received. Co M continued its thorough searches and used demolifgons
to destroy VC fortifications in T4 TU hemlet; in two contacts the co=
mpany killed one VC Eli (C) and 3 VC KI4 (P). At BS 823402 a Co M patrol

found a VC land mine fompdary, which included 500 pounds of “CUE-EAY=pnel,
700 pounds o Tgo uncut metal pieces, ono SlmAlm ad, .8 AT
£I158; mine nolds, Femmers,. bray. and cloth—covered ta. Mckﬁ. The [
items wefr€ “'ﬁ"tographed and destroyed. ‘Co I contimied the attack to the
southeast at 0945H after preparatory fires were delivered against suspected
VC locaticns vic BS 834405 and vic BS 832397. Prep fires included 105mm
and 5-inch Haval Gunfira. At 1015H, Co I began encountering continuous
heavy sniper fire from tho HAI MON hamlet complex vic BS 830395 as tha lead
clements advanced. Co I directed napalm and 500 pound bombs strikes along
with UH=18 supnressive fires against eaemy positions located from BS
831398 to 829392. Support alsc included 8lmm and 106mm from Co L's pos-—
itions on HUI Da¥WG. A% 1100H, 51 rounds of 105mm were delivered on VG in
a trenchline; the AO on station confirmed 4 VO KIA, Just prior to the A T
. fire missions, one UH-1E was forced down at the batialion CP by battle’ -
damage. 3By 1330H, Co I wes bogged down in deep rice paddies just west of
the H..I MO¥ fortified hamlet, in clese contact with an unknown size VC
foree 1n concealed positions. The situation remained essentially the
same until 16558 when, after the decision was made %o reposition Co I
westward becauss of ammunition shortage and irpending darkness, the VC
tock Co I under heavy fire, including .50 caliocer fire, from four direct-
ions. VC firing positiocns included BS 803403, BS 831397, BS 828394 and
BS 828392. Go 1If's position was located at BS 825395 and extended north-
‘east. Co M moved to a Mmosition to the east of Co I, redistributed ammu-
nition to Co I and supported its ropositioning by fire; H&S Co sent out
an overlaind patrol with ammuniticn resupply for both Cos I and M. A4t BS
. 823400, Co I!s Bravo Command Group was unable to move due to ammunition ~
shortage, wounded on hand and enemy firs from the north. Fixed-wing attacks
with 500 pound boumbs and napalm, and 105mm Howitzer artillery missions
were Girected to cover Co'Z*s repositioning, while Naval Gunfire was
delivered against eneny positions on the uworth bank of the SONG TRA CAU,
Due to tha wet, muddy terrain, Indiatls displacement was very difficult,
0o M secured a casualty collection point and landing zone vie BS 823400.
Co I consolidated its casuzlties at approximately ZO0¢8H. Medical avacuats
ion was completed by 2200H, Co M and Co I conscllidated positions for the
night. Domage assessment of the HAI MON hamlet complex was approximately
60 per cent destructiin by 325 rockets and 125.5~inch shells from Haval -
Gunfire, 485 rounds 105mm HE rounds, 105agm WP rounds and approximately
L0 to 50 tons of fixed wing ordnanceoa.

(5) Doplus 3 31 Januat¥v. OGCo M continued observetion of VO movements.
In the wvicinity of NUI DiU hill complex, VC wore taken under fire with
small arms, killing one VG KLi (C) and one VG KIA (P); the NGF observation
post also engaged VC fortifications iz area. Co M continued z deliberate . |
SEATER"OFthe T U Ramlét complox and aiscovered an elevating and traver—
sing mechanism from an M=60 machinegun and a canteen with a VYstar' imprint.
_AOs on station. directed supoorting arms: against-known -and-suspected VG
Jocations and killed three VC KIA (P) fleeing from the Hal MON hamlet
complex. 4% 2200H the battalion CP and IS4 area came under simeultaneous
small arns and S0mm mortar rounds from suspected locations vicinity BS
17403 and eonducted & heavy proba of the parimeter. The perimeter defense
turned back the VC attack, killing two VC (C) and three VC EKIA (P): 8lmm
cowntaer-mortar concentrations and 105mm concentrations were delivered
against possible VC exfiltration routes as the VC force broke contact and
wivhwiirew. Contact could not be regoined. Captured equipment indluded two
Zovieyh rifles, several grenades and bamboo stachel charges. Hvidence in-
dicated that the attack had been led by a sapper-—type unit.

A e A

e e e

{4) 1-7 February. Search and destroy operations in the SUI DANG/DUC -
PO avea continued with enemy contact varying from light to heavy. Co L
corducted au zitinck on the fortified hamlet complex of AN LiAC, viec BS

P —
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v i ‘;jﬁr :
e r¥2nd Co I conducted a helicopter: ‘asgault seizing the
P BAI MON ha.mlet complex ard Hill 26 vic BS 833396, B.econna.issance unite

v continued to report frequent enemy moverent of varying size to the west
4} of IUC PHO; artillery was directed agalnst such targete with good results.
o Freguent sightings bty ground and aerial o'bservers were engaged by support-

ing arms with sgqually good results.

Co M, cccupying positions vic BS 822503, came u.nder a coordinated 60mm—-
mortar and sappsr attack at 01005H, This same pogition received several
incoming grenades at 912250H. A search of the area found 2 V0 Kla (o)
wearing USMC flak jackets, homemade charges, scme packed with ¢4y, and
many Chicom and U.Se frag grenades, At O0l0400H, Co M, sustained one EKIA
and 11 Wii from two 250 pound bombs, apparently dropped from friendly
sgircraft of unknown origin.

From l1=3 February, Co L experienced moderate sniper fire while cond-
ucting sezrch and destroy operations in the A LAC complex southeast of
HUI DANG, GCo L found fortifications and approximately 100 toms of rice
stored in several locations throughout the hamlet, Oo M 3/5 followed Co
L in trace ond used demolitions to effectively destroy the bunker system.
The rice was bagged and moved by local Vietnamese and helicopters to a
storage area in the viginity of the DUC PHO District Headcuarters.

Co X, conducting daily search and destroy operations from positions
on HUI DAU, similarly encountered sxtensive VG bun-er systems and fort—
ffications in hamlets to the east, west and north of WUI DAU, Heavy suppb—
orting arme were used against these positions, heavily damaging the emplace—
ments and fortifications in THUY THACH (1), BS 864328, and the QUY THIEN
hanlet complex, viec BS 854338, BS 8773343, and BS 879339. Co M patrols in the
T4 TU hamlet area made daily contact with snipers and killed several VG who
tried %o flae approaching USMC forces. In one contact, a sguad size patrol,
inserbted during daylight hours on 4 Feb, killed 3 VG KIla {C) just prior to
darkness  and  esptaraed. an L2 Soviet lessaults rifle. and miscellsneous
eguipment. Pollowing extensive preparatory fires on Hill 26 and the fort-
ified hemlet of HAIl MOW, wicinity BS 831395, CGo M/3/5 received sporadic
<30 calibsr machine gun fire and several rounds of 57mnm fire from V0 pos-—
itions on WUI CUA vic BS 8493%91. 4t avproximately the same time, sampans,
carrying 25 to 30 armed VC, fled the hamlet north across the SUNG TRia C4U,
Fixed wing napalm sirikes and small arms fire from Co m[3/? located on
hill mass wvic BS 822403 accounted for 1 VO EIi (C) and 26 VO XIa (P); air
and Haval Gunfire against the NUI CUX positions resulted in 4 VG KIA (C).
Co Mf3/5 and Co I found an extensive bunker system and fortifications in
E.I #0d, but had no further contact. Hill 26 at BS 834395 was discovered
to be honeycombed with caves and tumnels, Hxtensive demolitions were used
to destroy these comnlexes, Psywarfare broadcasts and leaflet drops wers
directod against targets north of the SONG TRA CAU, opposite the HAI MON
arcis

. Daring 1=7 Fob, 4AC0s and OPs directed supproting arms against targets
of opportunity and accounted for 7 VC KI4 (C) and 61 VC KIA (P). In =ddition,
Tocconnaissance observation posts operating on the western periphery of the
‘battalion TAOR, called several fire missions against observed VC movement
- and accounted for 20 VC KIi {(C) and 2B VC Xla (P).

(?) B8-12 Febrmary. During the TET truce period. VC forces initiat-
e G&-'SIX* Separate viclations dgainst séecurity patrols in the DUC PHO area,
TEFT081330H e -gnusad<size etement—of “Co-M patroliking-westward,; -was-taken—~~— -~ - -

-under semi-automtic weapons fire from an undetermined number of VC in
fortified positions =2t BS 798402, Aafter the VC maneuversd in an attempt to
flank the patrol, small arms and supporting arms were directed against the VC
forces. When the VO contihued to press their advantage, a reaction force
from Co M/3/5 assaulted A TRUONG (2) hamlet after fixed-wing nmapalm
strikes were directed against the V0 positions. Under the cover of supp-—-
orting arms and the Co Mf3/5 assault, the squad patrol extracted its cas-
ualties. The VC broke contact. Result of action: 2 VC KIA (C), 9 VC KIa
(P), 2 USMC XIi, and 2 USMC ¥WIi.

U '
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M T TRy 0 G0 M Saurs Pa Eref receivk & 1i it VO snipor fire from tho
AAr Mok hopist 80ea; ©.c Vo oroko cantact; thore wero no casualtios. On
10 ¥ab, a siniliar sccurity patsrcsl was ocngoged hy an gstimatod 5 to 6 man
V¢ force in Hal MON hamlet, 4after rocoiving 50 rounds of smell. arus fire,

" tho squad broke contact. On 11 Fob, Co X local patrols nenxr NUI DAU twice

crneonntored enedy sniper fire;i they roturned small arms fire aach tinme and.
accougted for 1 VO HIn (P). 4 Co M patrol at 3S 830300 came under fire on
11 Fob from 10 VC crossing tho SUNG TRi CAU. The patrol roturned fire and
killed 2 VO KIa (P): the remaining 8 VC broks contact and fled into 2

" tracline on tho south banlt in Hal MON hamlet.

(8) 13-23 February. Scarch and destroy operations continued after
the T3 truce with Co M/3/5 end Co ¥ conducting operations oast of FUL -
20 in eonjunetion with a dsaich survey by UL personnel, OCos I and L
conducted scarch-and destroy cperatioms of the 4N LAC and AN THUONG hamlet
complexes south and southeast of NUI DANG against light to moderate Bniper
fire. Co M continued to patrsl and destroy bunkors and fortificatiors in
the S.. BIHl area, BS 822403, falf TU Hamlets and the HAI MOW/Hill 26 arca.
asainst frequont but light contact. On 15 Feb, Co M/3/5 conducted a recon-—
inforce northward along Higlhway 1. Heavy VO sniper fire was rocdived from
enemy positions in the &W §Ixd hamlets, vie Grid Squares 7840 and 7941.
With Ontos dclivering 1065% Bl supporing fires, Co M/3/5 presscd the as-
senltd to the vicinity of the bridge at 3S 7934093 ths VO broke contact

and “led to the west as as air strikes interdicted their movement. On

10 Fug, Co M and Co M/3/5 established blocking positions on the south bank
of the SuNG PHi CulU vic Juf TAUVNG {2}, LS 797403 and TAN 3INH, vic BS
315401, Cos L and I landed north of the river by helicopter after exten—
sive prep fires. 8Six of nine CH-U6 aircraft received non—-serious battle
damage from small arms fire near the landing zones at 35 817413 and 1S
811413, =Results of the helicopter assault: 3 VO KIA IP) and 1 VC KI4A'
(C). oth Co M/B/S and Co M reported VC fleelng tha objective area in a
generally vastword direction along the itrace of the S0FG Thda CAU. Tar-
zoets were en.agad in =21l cnszs with both small args aund supporting aros
and resulted in 9 VO Xis (C) and 30 VG EIa (P). Cos L and I sncountered
sporadic sniper fire duringz asaaults on THUY TRIBU (1) and AN TRUING (2)
hanlets along the north bank of the SOEG PRa CAU, Co M/3/5 repositicning
to HBUL DAYG, accounted for 10 VC KIi (P) as a result of air strikes against
the a¥ SIHH hamlset aren. Cos I and I continusd delibesrate search aad de-
stroy operations wesiward alung the north dank of the SCHG TRA CAU to

DONG (AN (2), BS 797416 and PAP W ¥aM, 3S 500420. During the subsequent
sweaps of T ol WaM, USMC ground forces aud supporting helicopters were
sahjected to extensive sniper fire from VO positions within the hamlet
area,. Donse fuliage concoaled well-constructed spider traps and eatrench=—
ments throughout the hamlet area and made it exbremely difficult to loc~
2%c the spipoer posiltions., Highttime VC activity included frequent grenade
vrobes. The coperations in TAP oW ¥AM extended the hattalion's sphere of
influcnce in the DUC PHO areca of operations to a point approximately 5,000
metors north of WUI DANG, 4Significantly, USMC scout/snipers, employed

2y all units, proved to ba an effective countermeasure to long range VC
aniper fire, VC who fled fricrodly patrols were enzaged by the scout snipers
from pre~planned vantage pointss Prior to ids adnministrative displacement
to CHU LAI omn 23 Feb, Co. M/3/5 conducted a reconnaissance-in-foroe west

of Highway 1 in the vicinity of ol -WINE-{3), BS- 7664047 and VINH LAl (3),

T5ST783396, Extensive supporting arms were directed against VC semi-auto=-
_matic and autumatic weapons positions. Smail arms, _ago_!;t_fgnj_.pe‘ryfi;_'_a_._ o

and 106wmRR fire, tugether with air support, effectively suppressed the
VC fire., Co L exploited tho contact on the southern flank in the vicinity
of the Jjunetion of the railroad tracks and the steam complex at BS 788386,
Aosults of Co L and Co M/3/5 actions: 6 VO XIi {C). Co M extended its
combat patrols to the north side of the SING THAA CATU to gain firm control
over PHUY TRIBU (1) when Cos L and I displaced to the wvicintiy of HUI
Da¥G, In one sncuunter, a sguad patrol aceounted for 4 V6 KIa €C).and .
3 V¢ KIa (P¥ in a brief Lut cluse contect in BPHUY TRIEU (1). Co M ambus-
hes successfully interdicted VO crossing the SUNG TRA CAU,: At 232215,
.one ambush matrol killed 6 V¢ KI. €C) asd 10 VO KIa {F). in an ecngogement.
with appreximately 30 VC. Intellizence reports of VO units in the area
of opemations were exploited with heavy nightly TPQ-10,Naval Gunfire

and artillery harrassment and interdiction fires. orts and surveill—

%
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wr—-ew ot Pict.-headquarters. continued to. improve.
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) Tom local ihtelligence agents in the DUC PHC area indicated supp—
“orting arms were vory eifective agaizst VC sanctuaries and harboring sit-~
es, Reconnaissance observations posts:dontinued to observe groups of
armed VG using trails throughout the high ground west of TUC FPHO, Art=
illery fire missions directed zgainst these accounted for 16 VC Kla (C)

and 25 VC ¥Li (P) during this period. Haval gunfire and fixed-wing strikes
resulting from sightings by observations posts resulted in an additional

9 VC XIa (C) and 39 VC KIa (P). !

3,1

(9) 24-28 February. Comncicing 24 February, thse battalion cperated
4nitially in conjunction with the Special Ianding Force and later, in adds<
ition, with the 1lst 3n, Sth Marines and participating 2D ARVN L1v units.
While the SIF conducted search and destroy in tho S5A bUTHH-NUI L4U area,
Co Ff2/7, which came under the OPCON of the battalion when it relieved Co
M/3/5, and Co K established blocking positiona om NUI TRUNG TRAM, vic GS
8133. Teginning 26 February, Co ¥ and Co F/2/7 were joined by Co L in
a coordinated battalion{=~) search and destroy operation of the HIEN RAY
(1), VINE 14aC (&) and {5) and THANH LM (1) and (2) hamlet areas in GS
P36, 7737, 773IB, 7838, mnd 7837. This northeast movement was paralleded
by 1/5 which confucted operztions to the northwest and north. Sweeping
eastward towsrd Highway 1, 3/7 units accounted for 9 VG KIA (C} and 3 VO
II4a (P)e While Cos E and L continued a northeasterly movement, Co F/f2{7
noved soubthwest to vicinity DS 781371, Its leading clements céame under
heovy seniautomatic and automatic weapons firec. Assaulting the cnemy
force, Co F/Z[?. after fixcd-wing and artillery strikes against VO pose
%t%ons in the fortified hamlset area at IS 778373, accounted for ' VG T4

G).a : .

(IO)A:EJLEQLQL. 48 Operation IRSULO continued ipto March daily
senrch ard destroy operstions continued whila tho base camp/LSA arca at -
HUI DAYNG, and positions on NUI DAU were maintained and impmroved. A coord-
inated oper~tion with the Spseial Landing Force, the 1lst Battalion, 5th
Marines and particirating 2nd «XVN Division units was terminated at 03— .
1630H March. Throughout this pericd, contact with hamlet guerillas and
glements of Local Foycos[Mnin Force VO continued. During March contacts
with smzller, fragrented V6 units who fled USMC sbjective areas wers more
frogquent while contacts with VO whe defended hamlets from prepared pos-
itions were fewer than in February. Iy 31 March approximately 75 per cent
‘of the hamlets in the assigned area of responsibiltig had been covered by
ground forces conduckin: search and destroy operations. Orly the south-

" wesbern portion of this area west of Grid Lino 85 and north of the SONG
T, C&U had not been sezrched by 3/7 units. Those arcas were objectives
of the Spefial Landing Force during Bebruary and intelligence did not
support conducting priority operations into the southwest and northeast.
Mret cnemy casualties during February resulted from small unit actions.
decossaisance units operating in the hills to the west, and other ground
and aerial gbservers continued to report freguent enemy movement: when—
ever possiblse suprorting arms were directed against such targets with
gaod results. Flecting targets of opportunity based on intelligence large—
1y surplied by reports from the DUC PHO Listrict Chief were selectively
engaged with H&I fires, radar controlled aerial bombing (TPG81l0), and
arclight strilkes. Coordinated combat operations and local civie action
~with Vietnamese  district-Fforcos -wdtfe-ndre frequsht as 1iaison with- the dist=—-

e e = [ mezs -

(8) ©On 2 March, Co L and Co F/2/7 exscuted a helicopter assault to
a landing zone on the beach at BS 873037 to begin a thorough search and

- destroy operation of the coastal hamlets north of NUI LAY and south of

WUI CU: (Hill 183). Utilizing airborne and ground psywar broadcasts, the
units commenced a 2-comany sweep toward NUI CUL; this VC stronghold and -~
cbservation post was seized of 3 March. While pressing an assault on VC
posifiions at the eastern bvase of the hill along the seacocast Co L killed
three hamlet guerillas at BS 853401 and captured 26 detainees; all were -
young makes of military age who wors black pajamas, and were discoversad
‘hiding in natural caves, crevices and among rocks along the waters odges

two MiaS~36 rifles, onae Mossin-Nagant rifle, 7.62mm amminition and several
-ChiCom grenades were captured. VWhile contiruing in a delibevate sweep

of VO hiding places in and around NUI CUL, Co L killed two more ¥E at BS

d
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On 1 April two 155 mm rounds were destroyed by Co gf2/7. On 3 Apr

platoon patrol from Go L tripned a 250 1b bomb. On 5 dpril Co @, 2/7 tripped
one 1085 éhell, and one 250 1t bomb; another 25C 1b bomb was commandrdetonated
On 5 April Co M destroyed a 155 shell near a VC ambush site.

11.- Results

(1) EBEgomy Fersonnel.
¥I4 (Confirmed) -~ 383

IIi (Probable) - 716
Wia (Probable) - 117
PUIS - 9

Detainecs - -213

{(2) Enery Wesnons and Fguipment.
{a), Wespons )

W 1 M~16B1

1 M-14

2 BARs )

3-M-1 Garands

1 aK-47 Soviet assaunlt Rifle
4 =1 Carbines

\ ' 2 MAS-36 French Rifles
2.-KE~-i44 Soviet Rifles
1 H~50 Soviet Rifle
1 Submachinegun (¥rench)

R
g

>
W

. ¥any U.S. and ChiCom frag grendades, U.S. WP grenades, magazines, anti-~ -
personnel mines, guantities of ammunition, and riscellansous eguipment and
WeApONTY wars alss enptnred. In addition, 10 satchel charges were captared.

(b} Eguipment
4 bayonetss
12 cartridgze helis
11 mazazine pouches
gas mnasks
packs
gray uniforms
black uniforms
khaki uniforms
hamuocks
whistle
miscelloneous equipmont

(3) 1UShg nersonnel.(3/7 Rein)
LIs - 92
oW - g
WIa ~ 573

HAW WA

The friendly casualty totals 4o not reflect those casualiles taken by _
_ _ .reconnaissance units-or.persvanel-of-the-1st MaW. " Bhefly casialties figures
- refluct the total number—inflicted by ground units, air, naval gunfire and
o ' T artillery support. 4ll areas struck by fixed wing sircraft ware noit sear-

. ched by ground units because of obstzcles, the tactical situation and the
asteniveness of air utilized. -

12. Administrative Matters.

a. SupolyfLozistics. Preparations for Uperation DESJUTO began with
refitting, redistribution and issue of equipmeat at a Task Force X
staszins area ot CHU LAl following the administrative move from the RNW DANAIG
TAOR,  Mininun egquipment was carried by all hands; other equipment was staged
at 3rd Shure farty 3n. On 25 Jan the battalion moved by motor convoy to the
QUANG HMGAI airfield; on 26 Jen the helilift to HUI D4ANG began. Requirements
for establishmeni of the DUC PHC LSa, capable of supportingz 1,500 troops for

20 days were set. To accormlish this minimom t
implementad:

is were

K=
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(1) Aall Classes of supply and the Bn's organic T/E eguipment

were first moved by vehicle to the GUANG NGAI ajrfield, then moved via
helicopter to the IUC PHO L8A. Mighty Mites, ¥ “ gear, and other equip-

ment superfluous to the initial mission were not brought forward from
CHU EAI.

(2) Thne battalion's daily resupply requirements were flown
directly from the QUANG NGAI LS. to the mobile rifle compa.n:.es raequest~
ing the resupplies.

()] Six CH-46 helicopters were utilized daily for 'bulldixig up
the DUC PHO IS. and support the relocation of the battalion.

On 8 Feb, Phase II of the DUC PHO IS4 buildpup began with the a.rrlva.l
of a 20 dasy Block of supplies on IST 11l22. During the moath of Eabrua.ry
the resupply of combat . essential equipment to rifle companies contimied.
without sigznificait problems. Delivery of organic assets contimued and
by the end of the month was 95 per cent complete. ILogistically Operation
DESOTO was unicue in that the terrain and tactical situation required
that all support be by helicopter: factors in logistic planning therefore
ware inconsistent at best. Inclement weather roestricted flying at times
and resulted as a critieal planning faetor in almost every day of oper-
ation. ©On 21 and 26 March twoe road reconnaissances were conducted in the
HUI DALIIG area which determined that the construction of a fair—weather
road from the coastal bexch south of WUI CUA
northwest to the WUI DANG CP could be m=de without significa.nt difficulty.
L4lso of significance during March, the battalion CP/LSA came undser marbar.
ard recoilless rifle attack which resulted in the loss of 40,000 gallons
of Mogas, 23,000 gallons Ji-4, 7,000 gallons Avgas, one complate TAFDS
and miscollaneous cther items of sguipment. When the battalion was
notified that an administrasive displacement to CHU Lal was imminent
in early April, it proved difficult to pack eguipment preoperly for the
move becsuse of a lack of mount-out supplies. Range bozxes for galley
equipnent were requisitioned and received in time for the move but most
other eguipment was moved in pakeshift containers. Mount-out supplies
have buen recuisitioned. In spite of the lack of time and equipment, the
helicopter 1lift of merso.nel was accomplished withont seriocus difficulty.
Proolems sncountered during the retrograde movement of supplies, however,
were encountered. The helicopters which were assigned for moving the
battalion’s equipment at times were not properly briefed on their mission
and mismanagement and wrong deliveries of gear developed. During morning
hours when flying was best, two helicopters made several sorties but crew
changes and refueling during afternoon hours became anpther problem. The
inconsistent transporting of supplies and equipment from DUC PHO lengthened

- the retrograde movems:t at least three deys. The troop movement from CHU Lal

to DaAMANG on 1l April was accomplished withou difficulty using C-130 aircraft.
Once loadad aboard the LST 1166 battalion supplies arnd esguipment were moved to
DATANG within five days, arriving at the DAI LOC cantonement without!signif<

icant problems.

'b. Maintenance, Maintenance of the batt-lion's mechanical mules bew

came a problem at DUC FPHO because. of ingsdequate. and. facilities and.d

~ portation to rear “Gcholons . Mighty mitas: were- being utilized by Tahk Force

X-Ray and were not brought forward.

Cu Tges—v;gggi of Qasuzlties and Fv ation and Hosnitallzati

{1) Two seoparate nad.ica.l facilities were in operation at the
Battalion CF durilng Operation DESOTO. Supplementing tho Battalion Aid .
Station was a Clesaring Platoon of Co D, lst Medical Battalion. The BAS o
with two batdalion surgeéns, and a ward capability for 10 patients and %the
cepnbility for short torm medical therapy. The C&C platoon had three physi-
cians:
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gurgeon, an orthopedic surgeon and an anesthesiologist. It had
laboratory and X-Ray facilities, and surgery capabilities for most orth-
opedic ensas and selected general surgery casss. The ward capablility of
C&C was 20 to 30 patients, however, most post-operative patients were
evacuated to CHU LAI facilities within 24 hours of surgery: for recuperation.
Battle casualties in the field were brought to the C&C platoon where ini-
ital resuecitation wzs performed, and where the decision was made relative
to the subsequent dispositlon of each individual casualty. Those eases
deemed too serious to be treated at C=C were evacuated to facilities at
aither CHU LAI or DAWANG: others were treated with surgery at GC&C and then
evacuated to CHU LAI for recuperation. Evacuations from the field con«
aisting of heat casualties and those with gastroenteritis and other com—
plaints requiring medical attention were referred to the BAS where treat-
mont was initiated by the Battalion Surgeons. Routine sick call was
handled by the BaS. WMinor illnesses were treated at the BAS; more serlous
illnesses were evacuated to lst Hospital Go, CHU LAal.

de Transportation.

(1) Transportation to the DUC PHO/HUI DAaWG area of operations
was by tactical helicopter trocplift from UANG NGAL ajirfield. Subseguent
travel by personnel and equipment to and from the Bn CP at WUI DANG was
also by helicopter-Highway 1 south of MO DUC mas not open to traffic,
Prior to the initial tactical troop-lift all elements of the battalian,
its attachments and direct support wnlits displaced by motor march to the
staging area at QUANG HGAI airfield., Upon being relieved of the IUC PHC
TLOR by USA uhits, tho battalion with all USMC perasonnel and eguivment
displaced administratively by helicopter to QUANG NGAI airfield; from there
convoys shuttled the personunel and equipment to a Task Force X-Ray staging
XS

e.  Qomnunjcations. DIuring Operation IESOTO, no soerious prodlems
with communications developed, however, the following discussion relates
oo problems that were encountered: During the initial stages of the
operation, difficulties were eancountered with frequencies assigned to ths
battalicn. The original battalion tactical frequency was inadvertently
assignod aa the CHU IATI Defense Command security frequency. During tho
evening-heurs.much. interfersuce. was encountored on the assigned radio and
radio relay freauancies because- of mitual frequenciesg,cause by frequency ..
cempatabi lity o bover-ofradios..used.. Erequencies assigned to the Spec ia,l,,m

Farcev_a:ng. the close nroximity of the 1ist Cavalry Division (Air-

r*obile) Hhi%8 in the 11 Corps Tactical Zone. ‘The 1ogist1c supnort for
corrminications was good with the following exceptions: there was no method
of zccounting for inoperative equipment which mobile rifle companies
pliced on reswuply helicopters; at the time those helicopters were return=~
ing LSAs north of DUC PHO. In =ddition, the IUC PHO ISA was not inite
ially capable of recharging BB~l51 batteries with only one battery charger; %
battery chargers organie to the battalion were, however, placed in opoeration
in the DUC PHO LSA oventually znd no further problems were encountered. .
The accountability for radio equipment ended when resupsly from the QUANG
NG4AX LS4 was no longer needed,

TUF.TT M el B
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3. Spacial Beuivment and Techniquesa.: Mapy relatively special tehcniques.

»=ro developed during Operation DESOPO not common to most operations, but
the following were significant:

a. Selective Prograsming of Radar Controlled Aerial Bombing (TPG-10).
Extensive use of radar controlled bombing was made during Operation DESOTO.
Targer acquisition and selection was based primarily on 1} reliable intsl-
ligence informnsion supnlied. bty the DUC PHO District Chief, =nd 2) the

\\tactical situatvion. Viet Cong NSRa, and potentisl harboring sites were

struck by diversified bomb patterns. Together with artillery H&I's it
dem.ed. the VC his normal sanctuaries and limited his nightime mneuver:mg
capa.bility. In planning for the daily search and destroy operations conw
sideration was always given to utilizing TPQ=-168 prior tc, and following,
tactical maneuvers by ground troops in certé&in areas, In acdition, the
capability was ma.mta:.ned for using TPQ-10 boubing in close air support
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roles when,inclement wezther wonld possible limit low altitude flight
patterns, and when the tertain was such th~t close night defensive fiees

hy artillery were not feasible, l.0., steep gradients of reverse slopes.
Onecall concentrations plotted similiarly to artillery night defensive fires
could be called for by the ground commander to the FSCC which, in turn,
would interpolate a correctéd set of grid coordinates, relay the new in-
form-tion through air channels to higher headguarters. Hjgher Hq would in
turn, make the new correction. This was meintained as a potential source
of fire support the tactical situation never developed where this method
was utilized, howevor..

bs. Parimeter Defense Techniques. In the event of an all-out attack
on the NUI D.NG 4P, provisions were developed and employed for marking the
entire perimeter with a ring of lights for friendly aircraft. 39 barrels
of fusel capable of burning for an extended period of time were emplaced.
among defensive positions. These "fire faucots", 1f lighted, could dis-
tinctively cefine the defensive perimeter. In addition to the "fire Fau-
cets", flares of emplaced 8lmm illumination rounds rigged to ignite by
trip wires were also emplaced at sclected points in the perimeter defenses

¢. PsyWar Broadcasting. Un several occasions both ground and air-
borine psywar broadeast were utilized in conJunctlon with ground maneuver=-
ing elements. Generally the psywar broadcasts were utilized in the foll-
owing two Ways when the situation permitted: 1) Prior %o ground attack
inrhabitants of a hamlet were warnoed by the broadcasts to congrogate at
a designated point, and 2) Following an attack and seizure of a previouse
ly VC controlled hamle$% or terrain feature, the broadcasts would em—
phasize the adjacent hamlet abeas the success of the USMC operation, and
urge Viet Cong to lay down their arms to avoid further coutaect with USMC
forces,. PFurther detnils concerning psywar broadcasts are contained in
para 10,

d., Bimultancous Use of Close-=in Supporting Arms with a Tactical Troop

Lift. During the initisl stages of Operation DESOTO, close combat with

an entrenched enemy created requirements for the maximum use of supporting
arms--combined with tactical treoop-lifts. 1In mtilizing supportings arms j
of air, artlllery add naval gunflrc during a helicopter assault, maximum
offorts were fade to insure both the safety to assault troops and & the
hollconters with their crews. In a typical situation, helicopters shittl-
ing troops from the IZ picked up through the appreach and retirement lane
would be following a course papasllel to the G-I Line of the firing artill-
ery battery. Several supmorting arms objoectives were selected. When hel- {
icopters made the physical landing in the objective zZone, the sunporting '
arms, l.c., arty and navel gunfire would shift fires to adjacent target
aroas farther from the zZone for safety reasons. Fixed-wing strikes were
goenerally directed immadiamtely prior to arty and NGF fires, and thke air-
craft kopt con station for potential use by the ground commander when the

IZ was secursed. The hslicopter flight leasders, in confercnce with Bn
persoaonel were throughly briefed in procedures, and confidence and rapport
between sir and ground persounel was apparent. By utilizing this method

of sunport for vertical assaunlts, preparatlon fires achieved the maximum

__ effect, -

P
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s e cAervial-Dokivery -of- Supolies e Bouiptient v “On five Totetasichns T
durihg the o-eration LC-130 aircraft wers. utilized. to.air drop fiold-
fOutlfying‘tlmber‘mwtertal. A total of 140,000 pounds was air-lifted to
DUC PHO by this method to faciliate the estmbllshment of the NUI DANG
bess camp. The loads of 12-14 foot timbers were between 9,000 and 10,000
pounds, but were generally makeshift, non-standard loads, Two problems
that caused consistently errant drops were apparent: 1) ‘the makeshift
loads, combined with occasional malfunctions of the parachutes, caoused
drcps ont of the LSa drop zons, 2) triple extraction lecads requiring
a greater time-space factor and a larger zone, proved incapable of land-
ing in the smzll target area, dropped from an air speed of 130 MPH. On
one occasion, the loads dropped into the DUC PHO market place causing
property damage and serious injury %o civilians. In addition to flxsd—

11f£\5:3I_tdBE“3f—bN“OS, The ONTOS were strlpped SF théir 106mm recoilless
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rifles and the 13,000 pound carrisge platforms were delivered by CH-53s; the
/106 were later delivered by internsl load on CH-46s. .

£. LST Delivery of tanks., For the first time since the Korsan War,
tanim were landed on a beach in a combat situation during Operstion DESORO.
Landed near FUI DAU the platoon of tanks with LVTs added to the firepower
of eostablish positions and some maneuvering elements. Appropriats security
forces escorted the tanks from the beaéh to temporary positions on NUI DAU.

Later the tankts, from lst Tank Bn, with the LVTe operated out of a tank park
at the southern base of ZIUI CUA. ) R : :

P

g. Helicopter in Direct Support. It became appareant following the first.

two or three days of the operation that helicopters were needed in direct

- suppoert with a refusling capability at the DUC PHO LSA:. The magnitufle of the -
air logistical reguirements, and frequeni med-evacuations and .local resup-=
2lies end equipment from QUAKG NGAL to DUC PHO and fron the IST support ships
to IUC PHO. In addition, two UH<34 medical evacuation and local resupply
helos with two UH~1E escort helicopters were assigned. They were used ex—
tensively in support of the operation and also facllit mfed admin and tactical
oves of small command groups) and having an immadiate AOSTACA always awvailable.
.nz concept of ground control of helicopters was an excellent one. Rapport
among the ground commmrders, the pilots, helicopter support personnel, and DASC -

~arsonnel was esxcellent and no serious problems developed with the UH-34 and UH-
118 helicopter gupport. : )

e
i
SIS

[ECS

A, Commarnder's Auslysis

a. Operation DESQTO was a unigue experience for ons reinforced infantry
battnlicns Te€ similtcornsusly involwvaed tho establishment of a new isolated
bnse camp, and the conduct of oxtensive daily search and ddstroy operations.
Rifle compznies were in a mobile status and in eorntact of varying degrees with
the enemy for 70 consecutive days. The battalion had CPCON one additionsl rein-
forcod rifle company from 31 Jan w.til the operation terminated. . OF the battal-
ion's five rifle compauies, only twe were in siatic prositions at any cne time-
those manscing positions on NUI DAU and positions in defense of the Bn P.

These units, however, conducted dzily night patrols and ambushes and one=dsy
>latoon—or~larger size operations in conjunction with other companies. Yne .
‘ther position was established and femintained at BS 822403. This position was
--=pable of being mannad by one rifle platoon and allowed another company (
M8 oA mOwiios force. Rifle companies were rotated through the static positions
»0 provide Test pericds and diversification <f effort. Operation DESOTO en=-
20mMpassed alrnost every possible situation that a marine unit might encounter
-2 Viet-Ham. ZXpemy contacts varied from apprehensions of suspact V(i laborers
"7 Lo attacks on fortifiled positions. Supporting arms ranged from the utilizat—
2 of 8lmn mortars to B52 strikes (Arclight) « Contacts developed with both
ilet guerrillas =nd Main Force soldiers. Mogh significant was the nature
bias Ths DUC PHO area was 1ldng under Viet Minh/Viet Cong
eneny a sanctuary in the lower I Copps Tactical Zone,
arent that the enemy was reluctant to relinguish this control and . a
~Gtern of operatvions developed. In the initial stages of the operation, VC
~rCes. Woi'e prepared for the USMG ocecupation. Bunkers wers 6riented to deliver
power into likely avepues-of-avproschs ~—~WHile Maifi Force/NVA report-
S ly e ¢ in base camps to the wesi, the hamlet guerrillas—=ttempted
‘Gefeud-the hamlets. It necessitated extensive use of firepower and mobility
3/7 to aaige heavily fortified hamlets. 4s tie uvperation continnsd the con-
tmuing pressure of firepower and maneuverability forced the VG to aba .don the 8
-mlet deflense and resort to ddleying actions, harrassment and occasional attaclk. ..

b. Duoring the operation the difficulties of closing with determined VC ~
STrees wEs

c2ly excesded by the difficulties of logistical support. Depending
valrerats to suwportd the operation and the establishment of the HUI DaHG base
TAmp waci.ad best'y on a "shoestring® basis. The concept of utilizing an LST
2% helicopters comprouised the basic principle and purpose of the LST. Using
2licopters to off-load 2,000 pounds per helicopter from the ship %o DUC PHO
28 an incefficient system. 7The problen wns at least threefold. Inclement wea-
er and winds, the mulsiple menbandling of equipment and supplies, and the
.anger of utilizing helicopters with only a 12-foot. clearance to the ship's
saperstructure, for oxample, caused untimely amd inefficient logistical supporst.
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Though the DUC PHO LSa was established and it did provide adequate support of
esgentials t0 units in the field, it did not accomodate the sustained nature
of the ogperation. It provided meroly minimal support and produced serious
a.ccountabillty problems of suppliss and e¢quipment, shortages of combat essentiznls

and- overesbundances of unnecessary items. In sumj the logistical supors for

. the battalion in an isolated status placed burdens on the limited assets of
helicopters that unnocessarily affected operations. throughout the CHU Lal~

QUANG HGAI-MO DUC~DUC PHO area of operations.

c. Along with conducting eearch and destroy operations in the DUC PEO.\{
.AOR, the battalion was assigned a secondary mission of conducting pacifica=_
tion programs, Progrmes for Civic Action were initiated wpon arrival at |
DUC PHEO in late January and by mid-February wers actively pursusd., flanned
Psyops leaflet drows 7“or the initial phases of Operation DESOTO were com-
pleted by 15 Febe Thoey stressad the "Chieu Hoi! preogram, promised refuges
care and wera directed at nearby VC controlled hamleéts in the ACR. MBDCAP
was-initiated.on 18 Feb, and the initial response of villagers in TRUCNG
SAFH hamlet, PHO TAN village was considered outstanding: IEATCAP was\ in-
itiated in VINH L4C (2) hamlet, PHO Dial village with similar results \
%Wtallon conducted operations west of :
DUC PHO tc provide security for rofugees evacuating the 4N I0I (2) hamlet
complex, Approximately 2,000 refugees from DUC PHO District were permltted
to return to the contested hamlet areas to recovser personal belongings.

Many Vistnamese under USMC protection, were also permitted to leave Viet
Song coantroel in that area and return to the refuge of DUC PHO. TVWhile at

TUC PHO, close liaison was made with district officials in 2ll aspects of
Ch, and projects wer initiated with the Revoluntionary Development Cadre,
vhich. included eonstruction of refugee hamlets and other miscellaneous -
irolects, such as stocking fish ponds with rapidly resproducing fish. Dur-
:L':g March the DUC PHC Joint Coordinating Committoe was formed. The committoe
cunsisted of representativas of both USMG GA teams and dlstrict officials.
Tt was founded to coordinate the projects; it also served as a forum to dis-
russ proolem areas and was chaired by the battzalion executive officer.
3y the termination of the operation in April, the ma jor problem areas had
~scome refugee resettlement, Insufficient numbers of new structures were
weing constmucted o ‘house apnroximately 9,000 refugees generated by USME
~ctivity. Much material was distrubuted to the civilians during the oper-

(]

~tlony despite delays at times because of a lack of adequate transportation.
“nterials distributed included quantities of washabls clothing, tim roofing,
sags of . cement, carpentry and masoanry kits, soap, powesed milk, captured

rica, oral anticeptics, wheat, c¢orn, cormnmeal, and salad oil,

J.E S. CCUNSEIMAY

3 A

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

TASK ORGANIZATION OF 3RD BN (REIN), 7TH MARINEB, DAl 10C District, RVN

Time Zone: H
H&S Co (-): IT RICHARDS

|
)

&_L_Lﬁﬁ_ﬂagl ’ CAPT

3rd Sect, Blmm Plt, H&ZS Gb

3rd. Sec, 106mm RR Plt H&S Co

Det, Scout Sniper Plt, Hg Co, 7th Mar

FO Tm;, Btry I, 3rdBn,; llthMar

Sect, 1lst Plt; Co B, lst Tank Bn
Searchlight Tm, Btry G, 29th Arty Bn (OPCON
KC Scouts - (2)

Go K _(Rein) CAPT
2nd Sect; 8lmm Plt, H&S Co
2nd Sect, 106mm RR Plt, H&S Co
Det, Scout Salper P1lt, Hglo, 7thMar
Sect, 3rd Plt, Co C, lat Anti-Tank Bg
FO Tm, Btry 1, 3rdBn; llthMar

Co L (Rain) CATIT

lst Sect,. 8lmm Plt, B&S Co

lst Sect, 106mm RR Plt, H&S Co
HST Tm, Co C, lst SFS8n

Epgr Tm, Co C; ls%t Engr Bn

Sect, lst Pit, Co B, 1lst Tank Bp
FO0 Tm, Btry I, 3rdBn, llthMar
0 Tm, 8lmm P1lt, HSS Co

KC Scouts =~ (2)

Lo M _(Rein) CAFT

“FoO Tm, 81lmm Plt, H&S Co
FO Tm, Btry I, 3rdBn, 1llthMar

CIARK

1lthMar)

JONES

PIATT

HICKS

2o 1. 3rdBn. Jab Marines CAPT BYNCH

ist Sect, 8lam Plt, H&S Co, 3rd Bn,lstMar
¥ Tm, 8lmm Plt, H&S Co, 3rdBn, 11th ‘Mar
¥0 Tm, Btry C, lstBn, 1lthMar

QO Tm, Btry C, 1lst Engr Bn

Engr Tm, Co G, 1lst Engr Pn

Sect, lst Plt, Co B, 1lst Tank Bn

KG Scouts - (2)

Bty X, 3rd Bn, 1lth Marines
lst Sect, 8lmm Plt, H&S Co, 3rdBn, lstMar
FO ’;m, 81lmm Plt, H&S Co, 3rdBn, llthMar
FO Tm, Btry G, lstBn, llthMar
Bngr Tm, Co C, 1lst Engr Bn
Sect, lst P1lt, Co B, lat Tani Bn
EC Scouts ~ (2)

ey, z 3r38h, 13th Marines : o

Bt

_ 's;q_:.’i.x_lwm.lia

Pit

ENCLOSTRE (2)
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