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i. In accorda.nce with reference (a) .. the Command Chrlllnology for the month 
of June ia su:blldtted. A>Commanderis Narrative of Significant Events is in­
cluded., 
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1. Or.g.nbM iooal Dat" 

a. Location: D'4I LOC. RVN 

b. Period CO'V"ered: 1-)0 June 1961 

c.. Oommand.1n& O~fieer. Et;atf and Chief Subordinates: 

Com=anding Officer 
Executive Officer 
S-~ 
Pereonne1 Officer 
S-2 
S-J 

ALO 
S-4 
SUp-p4rO 
JolrO 
Civil A:ffairs (S-5) 
:an Surgeon 
:an Chap lain 
OommO 

ru:,s 00 
I Co 
K Co 
Leo 
11( Co 

LtCal. J. D~ COUNSJIlL)fA)J 
Kajor G. H. TURLEY l1"'o.Jwl 
2ndLt "I. E. EEI-LEJi r JR 
2ndLt K. J. WILDRSOli 
2ndt.t E. JoO POLASEK 
Major G. HoO T'UlU.iEY l-lOJ'un 
Kajor J. A. POLAND ll.-)OJun 
Capt J. A. HALSTEAD 
l.stLt C. S. SHr 
lstLt E. c. ~RBUB 
btL" J c A r WILSON 
lstLt J. B. FLYNN 
Lt F. E. 'WONG (Me) USNR 
Lt D • .1 .. 1'IlLLli.MS (caO) umm. 
Capt C. W .. ROSS l~Jun 
l.:JtLt W. FoO CONNORS. JR. 7-)OJun 
2ndLt D. R. RICHAIUlS 
Ca.pt Roi M. CLARK 
0a'P~ G. W. JONES 
capt J.. M.. PLl!l'T, .lR .. 
Capt J. B. RIOBS. JR. 

d~ Attachments: Eno1oeure (2), 11sts a1.l attachments and all units asaicaed 
.,.- D:1rect Support of the Battalionl 

13" Average Monthly Strength Dur~ng Par10di 

USMC 
32 Officers 

i36 E:').listed 

USN 
2 Officers 

50 Enlisted 

,0> ';1:1<'-::":;],1::.1. Listing of Significa.nt Events, especially" a.s they relate ~o: 

;~,S~_:;::':;}1:z.1.a The tota.l number of personnel on hand within 'r4 Ba~t&llOIl 
;':,2 I.fl..'cl.:;::i.l1").3 as of )0 June was 10:33. The total effective atren&th on 30 June 

. :;..,:~ :',':';0::;,. Dtl.ri.ng the month of June, 1.53 new personnel were Joined. to this 
. "·:',o);,·;":::a.<:.10n; 105 were dropped from the rolllS: 55 pwreonnel rotated; 41 per.ouneJ. 

"" .c'O 1.!ov.nded in a.ction; 8 per&onl'lel. were kil.led in act.ion. Non-battl.. caaual.-
1:.L '··;:1 ~va~1.Ul.te<i totaled JD. 22 of whom have since returned to duV qv 30 JUDe 
:;. :~.- C'l!t 

'c' ~~~.EJ..!i~ra.tion. No unusual or significant probl.em areas were encOW1"ered. 

!r~ormation received fro» DrOCe and ~igher headquarters continued to In-
~" ,.~a.':;6 the presence of Main Force/NVlo. troops in the ba.ttalion area of operation •• 
·· .. ·_,;.,·:.2..J·G;:-r.ce gained. from documents captured during Opera.~lon ilRIZONd. con:tlrmed 
"(1'3 ')::1:'~~, (iau.:-e of the R-20 lin 10 the T.AOR. 

/' '.~ --'-:;:~,~~ i.fss-ion' of these iulit."as' evidenced by ,~'ir aetivlt1es. ,.a to a.eatr07 
~,\;'.T ::':::::-:':.l:.onc,e in the D.li.I IOC-RlEO'DUe District.a. Thu... pri.ncipa.l targets have 
~eGn c:~ units, refugee hamlets. ineludin~ terrorist attacks on ~~iena~ vil1-
[I,gGrs ~ 

On 06o:t.,55R CAP 11-4 was attacDd and. penetrated 'by an estima.ted 100 Main 
Force VC., The naioure of" the atta.ck Wall very aiu&ll.iaz \0 -the at~klI OD CAP 21 

~:,"pru and CAP 22 in -. >he ........ vore carr""~'81 
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~raln.d.1 wa1.1 d. personnel who sll!'l~ed. .2 Nt rceketll. rifle creDa4e~ 
and mort&:t"8 t the positloBS before penetratin.: the wire and. ue-&Ul.tiBC _ 
the bunkers. _Two refugee villages under construction were Attacked. d.uriilc 
the month, one at J..T 940663 a.nd another a.t N:r ~J69J" .A. P.Ir who worked at ~ _ 
J-4 wa.s beheaded by" va terrorists on 15 June. These eventa scaln confirm the­
miss ion of VC units wi thin our TAOR to barrasa. terrori.e and at tack CAP un1'ts ,: 
ref1¥;ee baDq.ets. revoluntioD'a!7' development programs and. i-solated outpost •• __ 
Ind1.cations are that during the montb of .lUl¥ there wH.l be an increase in this.­
type activity by the VC throu,;iiout the TA-OR. 

e . .~ ~-•• 

OpeFation .ARIZONA. was a significant sucoess for this organisation. ABide 
from prOViding a means _ o·f escape for ~er 1100, ret'ucees and capturing 25,00 lb. 
of' ri.-ce f'rom enenv forces, '/7 units a.ccov,nted for 26 VC Xl,k"(C) a~d, 28, va 
K!i~ (p); 35 vas were detained; friendly losses vere ve17 light. no ta'kf .. and. 
onl3' 8 WL~o 

Enemy contac"t for "the month during c1aTl.lght hours Wall very l1&ht. Mod.­
era.te sniper-fire. which characterized the hours of darkness. was direct.ed 
principalqtoward CAP units, refugeeballlleta. and night act-lvitiea. The month 
of' JUne wi tnesaed a significant increase in contact ill the vie of lUll 52. 
Sight~ng and brief ~ire-fights oc~ed on an almost dai~ basis. ~ti-parBon­
ne.l. ~d a.at,1.-veh1cu~ lII::l.ne~ were increaaing:q empl.oyed. by the VC in that area ... 
Of part.1CU:~ note WSl:e1;ha 4est~ctioll of two (2) Lft 's which detonated. 250 
l.bs bombs rellultln,s .i;P 3' KLi.~d ~ WIA. 

III tbe ~ADR as a whole. an increase of mines was nottceabl.e e8pecla~ 
as tQ.1srepQtt ing pa;-iod drew to a 'c~ose.. Route S north to DAN.(i.NG in tbe vic 
of Hi11 '41.--waa the 1ocation of motlt of the aot1. vi t1'. The VO went 80 tar as 
to string ~rb wirEr A9rc)S'S 10he ~oa4 and''Pla.ce a.n1oi-American signa in the 
vicin1\7. " ' ' 

Saturation. pa:tro1.l.1ng contiDued durillf: t he reporting period. in the "ROCke~ 
Bel.t" portion ot the TAOR. Co 1.3/1 (OFCON 3/7) f'rom positions on Hill 41 
and Co X from positions of Hi.ll 10 eachc'onciuct1o)fo three-dq platoon size 
I'£..trol.s in a.rea.. Of the Battalion's '12.570 sma.ll unit activities, 6.966. or 
;"ol,jl'6 than half. were conducted 1,~ the Rocket Belt. This rept-Etsents an increase 
o'Cer J.,a.st month of over 3000 small ~1t activities in -tha1o 'area; to the 
)\)'Dedi.ate west of this Battalion Rocke1o Belt SOR. ~eration BtJrL1lIB. WaS con­
r"'cted by Co Ie an,d Co r, 3/1 in the CM.O SUNG VaU ••• which has been -long 
tl':.:;,spocted as an enelllY. rqute' of movement 1nto the lU.N~lNG area .. 

Th,ere has been ad,afinitelncreaee in antl':'U.S. propaganda appearlD« 111 
l~:,a Ti.OR.. The main themes have beeq: 1) to discourage people from .moving to new 
L:' .. i"e h.?mlats. 2) to unii";Y South Vietnam ~lnst ,[~eri.can aggressors. ) to 
"~"~'O'I.'l;;e a brea.k be'hreen U.S. and Popular Forces in the TAOR and cause desertioll 
"-'::. i>0!>U2a.r Fo.rce/ARYN .units. It has been noted to higher authority that this 
)-.-::crease o~l?ropa.ga.nda. baa occUrred and that it is recommended that the Gover­
'~CJ.1ent of Vietnam publish a counter-prOP8€a.nda l.eaflet. 

d.' During Juno) formal. training consisted ~:t: 

(1) Orient~t1on and, indoctrination lectures to newly aSsigned per~ 
sennel. 

(2) Assig:lment o:t 54 persolmel to Land Mine Warfa.re SChool. 1& per­
,<,:)unal. to imo Leadership School. S personnel to V'ietnamese Language School, 
((n:I1::AI'lA). 1.5 personnal to Vietnamese Language School (DAN.cIlm). 1 persoll to 
Bil1ba:::'~;:a':;ion School. Tbe scope of leoturea to repl.acement personnel.. has been 
eI~f"0.':'lO)d and new l.ectures concerning the M-16 have been instituted into the 
p:r'~)c;:r;:u.ao All. replacements are instructed on the M-16 and participate in fam 
:::;xin{~ before being sent to the f1e1d. Each unit f'am 1'1r09 the M-16 a 

·'.>-~~'--mij'n.EtiTIi of' onc'epe¥'tWo-dayif~'- . -.'--~- - .. ,-'---.-~ ~--.--.-

()) An FO school was conducted b.v the FSCC Off'icer for CAP unit 
l.ol'.d.ers o The instruction period, which l.asted ? da;ya. provided the personnel. 
wit>h t.he confidence and ability to diroct fire support 011 behal.f' of their 
't~.n.. -!:t.tI • 
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• ~erj.tlgn. 

: operation BlJ'rLER. i a search and destroy operati.on in'tm OA6'sUNG"!_ 
Valley- (AT 8568) l commenced on 10 JUne. The operation terminated 'on:12 
June with negative contact :reported.. 

Opefat ion ARIZONA. a i-eglmenta.~ $Ga.r~h ~ d~.tjioi OPf)ra.·t1on whi.ch' 
commenced. ohl~' june. in the INDEPE1!l'llf'J,NCE area. was pa.rtiJ:~1pa.ted'in bY" 
Bn Cind GrouP. Oot. .. 'CoM and 06 I of "j;his orga.n~.a.t.ion.'The operation: 
terminated op.- 19 June with thiS Battaiion enga.ginf; the anev ~uccess:tUl.l;r ," 
on 4ocoas ionS,. 

t .'ruin;w"iLana., Obntkoi 

, . ,The Ji'-11 :Sattaiirin; 7th ~inEla ~a.s under 6pefat1op,&1 and 'a.d.\Sin-' 
isba.'hive, eontroi of" 1ohe1th Marines dui':l.ng the Eintite lIic;;ntli~ 'OPCON of 
Co 193~d ~tt.~l1dnJ .1st'Mar.ines, "'a.s pa'sed back to. !~sparEiilt'Qrg8,nb'- . 
a.tiOl} on "21l:obOit June 1961 •. ·T-hil!. ortanlza.t1on assumect OPOOl:iofCoX.. ' 
)r<i anDl.at .Ma.i'ineS:Oti 21 JUlie, 1967. For 3 ~B when cominlt.ments to i· ~ 
~hair pS;X-eint o:rganiZaticiii nocassltatEid -liheir depioydltiint 'biiClC to .3rdBn~ -
18 tMarill,es. 

g. ~i:ti§'.siliap'ci~t 
.1 '" ': .,' 

li} etfiHbl:xl· Bt~ ,t. ,')rdI!n,. nth Marines con~_inued to .pro ... 
vide timely ~nd Eii'fadtive Direct Artil1ery Suppo:rt. 'Btioy' K~' 4t~n. 11th 
Ma:dp.es :pro~it;led Genera.l Support/Rein:f'orcing Fire.' as requ9ried~' 

. ',A total. of" 54 targets o:f'oPPQrtllllity were engaged a.u*,inC·~hiare-, 
pGrting period ... Ozlq one sui-veillance 'Wa.s available dua main1$" to the 
dista.nce'qf·them!Ssions t:.r'Oni friendly units •. A. tote.l ,of)" vb KIA,(C) . 
'II are credited-to art111ery-f'or "!;he month~' Thirty SeVeD targetae,oqQ.:\.red 
l>hrou:gh District and USMC lntell~igence agenc:ies war~engaged.;, with neg..; 
at i ve s.ureVe illance. . In add 1t ion. preciS ion. regis trat ions' :£or . both :BtrY 
! and EtrY K'were coriduct~d on a daily bas'is.' 

(2)" . Armor e 4 tanks from'C~ .:a.1st' T-~k:Sn ·~i4Ei~··t1.melJr and 
a~Cl:..rate direct fire 'on targets o:f'opportu.ci.:ititbr.~o~t ,tta 'reporting 
-;.l,!-';'iod. from positions "on Rill. 65 and Hill 41; During Operat.ion ARIZQNA 
'::0, .j?, lst-Tank:Bn (Rein)"part1cipated and also.providEld.,~1.o'ek1Dgpos­
i'"l()l,- support.. 'Durirlg .·t'he opera.tion elements of C'o :B. ,1st ~a.uk :Bn t ' 

C:t'S<isod the SONGVU GIARiver, .. 
. 2 COntos from 'cOC, 1st 'Anti.J.rank :Battalion .. prov1ded'dtrect fire 

'::1:~'ll0:ct o-apabi1it.y ,from positions in CAP 21. !l!wo, Qnt1)s positioned on-Hi11 
Y7 t the Bn OF. gave the :aatta1"ion a':qulck reaction torce ca.pability 
:f~r c1.nits l.ocate.d in the center .of t'he TAOR. ' 

DurillgOperation ARIZONA 4 Onto8reinfOT~ed blocking positions along 
"he SONG VuGIA.; 

h", LogistiCS 

The battalion logistical supnor1; improved during .taw, repc;rtlng 
period •. Completion o"f the new MOll :Bridge at ~ 9l.4587 bassignif'1cantq 
1:'d.x:..ced. .trafficprob1ems in the village of' DAI LOG. With ·its .. 60 ton 
(";sp')..::.ity,. hea.vy vehicl.es are afforded quicker acc.asa tio, the :Ba,ttatlon 
0[- n.r::cl. out lying areas .. The new bridge has . also me.d.~ 'poBsl:hl.e the rapid 
,~,>~: c',7Iilant of units positioned at the Bn CP to a.rea~ north along· route'. 5. 

_ ~-~--- ..!.!:"i'0'-e7.I",'~a:-t-baseiO-have--uher-efore--been-ai:iminal;ed or~iiihlf't"ed- in-.v1:ew -of'- ~-~ 
t:~"_'" ':,-""'; capabiJ.ity. 

- --- - ~'- -- ------
~'2.·om 1-10 June..- the FMF ,PaC FOod'SeiVices As:aistance Teas '~lsited. 

the Battalion. Suggestions made ~ this team r.sul~ed in a marked,fa.· 
pro7sment in mass facilities. food preparation. and sanitation. 

Lack of vehicles becaase of' breakdowns andrePaiTa con~lnued ~o 
hamper the sup ,:)ort capabi11t~- .of the motor- transport .unit. The 'Batt­
alion did receive 4 M-37 personnel. carrie~~ however. which a11eviatss 

so ... problem ""_. . iifiiiulFllu.1 
) 
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]Prom la....21.a .. the J:)b:i.d~n l-n~pactol' Vial' the, :an SQpp~ and. 1'18-, 
cal seetions. Thi inBpeeUon "88 lIatUa.ct.ol'7 wi.thdescrepanc1es. whioh 
were corrocted qy 27 June. 

At the end o~ the reporting period. prioritJr o~ Cl.as_ IV material. wae \0 
CAP units. Engineer equipment was also made availa.ble to CAP units on a 
priority basia. 

During Operat ion ARIZDNA. no probiems of' resuppl3" for pe,.sonnel or a.rDI02' 
"'ere enoountered primarili due to pre";staglng eo'\; the AN BOA !.SA. 

j. A1rDe~enge.' None 

k. Combat Air S!mport~, The bat~a.1ion made ve~ i1.mited use ot air d'lJ!'ing 
the I!IOnth of June. 'The only large \l88 of, he1.1copterli was for med..aevacs t. 
The ba.ttalion had 69 med-avac missions for 115 Ma.:t-inea,. Pi". and civilian. o' 

J,. large helicopter troop l.i~t was accomplished during Oper"atlon .mlZOWA~ A 
~e~7 limited number of fixed wing missions were requested, completing on~ 
6 strikes. The battalion did. hoveTer. make large use of TPQ.-IO ts request-· 
lng 249 miss~ons. 

10 Civil Affairs 

a. •. Si,gnifigant. Activities. On 9. 10 June 1967 a eounty fair opezo­
-,~',]0n was held ~.n the HOA. MY TRUNG He:mlat complex (vic AT 897568). 1.100 
'5,u2.igenous personne~ were interrogated and exposed to GVN propoganda. The 
C!: .. ,:--~,tion prov'ed a. success both in aChieving its intended purpose and also 
i~ aorving as a training vehicle through which re£inements in techniquefca.n 
~c Dade prior t9future operations in l.ess pacified areas. 

M§terial.~ Distributed 

Clothing- 1200 pounds 
Food;':: .' 

Bu1ga.r~ 6500 1 bs 
Corn Meal - 9000 lbs 
!'owderad M.ilk - 20.00 Ibs 
Salad Oil - 52 ca.ses· 

. ,SoaP - 1000 los 
. Flour - 3100 Ibs 

'" T~e civil a.f'f'airs program within tlliaS(lR is presant4r concerned vtth 
;c:.o~~:;cr;"ing previous.]y initiated prog:raJlls. These include a school and orphan­

.y) j,!, both R~EU DUe and DAI LOC villagas. Both o~ these projects are and'have 
':., G.o :i.£;red. by the tuia.vai lability- of such bu11d.tng ma. ta1'ials as cement. An 

,:,:"::7.t:i.one,1 :four school projects have been submitted to province headquarters' 
f'-<.;:i:' c',;,:'proval.. A11 four schools will be l.ocated 4-t e;ltisting CAP units it a;pprov-ed 

'1.. Apparent Resu1ts of' the Civic Affairs Pro«¥, 

The civil. a.f~aira program in the DAr LOC-DIE Due area. is present'~ 
:t;Y';nied due to conflicts at the local lavel. The ;t"eeults 01: .t.,h'e policzr tb.at' 
i:.'~ project will be undertaken until all mat.erial is on hand is a noted lack ~ 
,:,'.·oe;ress on projects that have been approved 'by Province Headquarters. Province 
',\l;;,),rn, is unwilling to release added material or approve new projects. 

Xon combat alaims rose to :3 'for this reporting pe:riod •. as opposed to 2 -ror 
~,;::, __ , !.:-:>:'ith ot' M~. The most serious of these cl&imsresulted when a. tracked veh­
.. ~:, 2>:,:t::scriminantly crossed a cult ivated araa off: the main highwa;y •. Backlaah 

c~~~)-:;-;,:i~;:" :-r;-a.:cked:4r decreased tbii~-mon~n~--duepriiia.rTI..v to' "the' 'facit'th8:'t" all large 
';T"3,·::-,tj(.':J~, '-lere held outside o-f the immediate DAI IDC area.. ApprOXimately 
'.!.~:(;,: :~l'1c,iZE:nous personnel participated in our Mad-Cap and Dent-Gap program this 
:l1.")i:'.:th . ., 

e. N~clear •. Biologieal. Chemical.'or othe~ Specialtzpes of warfare. 

Nona. ' 

J. yommander's Narrativo o~ Si~n1ficant Events. 

On 011720H Co I, JrdBn. 1stMal' (OPCON 317) 

4 
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. 'ac~~'. a ~1eepadq 1I'nc to a.014 tbEi~~~i ~~ 
~ 952674. . '. . patrol' captured 201 the .... ".n out a. tht1'4wa. 
kIlled EUI she . aht:i-pet-sonne1 mine pl.anted in a cave entrance ~ 
.A M-26.~genade t~ii fro.1ll onei of the women. . 

(2~ 0.. CI)21SQH.~.~ iocated at ./ll :864574 receIved ioo rounds of S/A .. 
f'ire from an eIlH1iIa.ted6~.vo.w of the perimeter at lif 864576. Qu1okl;v' r~~ui"n~ . 
iog fire the CAP Uni,t fdrcad tile enei!tY' to break: contact. There were no oaa'U.J..:.' 
t1es. .' . 

. (:3) . On 0)~406' th6; tlewMC$ ~~i~ lo~at iff 9)))588 :received JO rounds ot 
S/A a.n<i ~/V t1~' i'rotir ~ eat1iD$ted ~VO at itr 920585. The VC we:re driven ott 
by M-60 and M:-~~fir$ along with 4 3.5 rockets. The bridge was not d.a.magGd. 

(4) ,On .64~~ba ¢~ ji (AT 9~698; took under fire an estimated. S va erassiD« 
a r.les p~d#'ai ~ 942698. A search of the area. produced 2. blood trails and one . 
ObiCom grenade, ~ VC KIA (p) ~ . , ~,' . 

(S) .. :dno5~)'ls~' an e~tima.ted 100 Mai.i:1 1I'0t-ce va attacked CAP »-4 a.t J!f 
94)·66Ll-vtth grena4.es. staehe1 Charges .• fA/A and A/W. ''PeI1Atrationoccurred i.n thQ 

• 
Stl part: ~f t;~e j:ie,Hmateril 'lhe CAP unit returned over lOOO rounds of S.56 and 
ca.lle.d .1a:: . .ar~il:\~17 a.nd 81. missions for il.lumination and to interdiot likaIT· 
vc wl.~hd1'~a~. rd-rttesA A react ion force of tanks and 1. sqd arrived wi thiQ 10 
miJ;lU~.e8 61, tJje :lnhial a.ssault and resllored the perimeter security_ ' '.rh~ cas­
ua.ltiefL,1nc1ijdad 5 USMC XI":'. 4 USMC WIA. S PF's VIA. 2 bunkers destrOyed. ? M-16 
rJ.fleulwere 10st as .. ·.was one )(-79 and? LAAWS. .Eight VC bodies were ob8erved~o 
be dx~ed awa;y. , 

• 

'. (6). On 0611).OlI.' the po-.,nt element of a Co K p1s.toon sweep a.t JfI! 899679 caae 
~on' iovc.. at j~' 8'70920 dres Bed in green unlt"orms with packs and weapons. 'fhe' 
va ·i.in~o.ia:tEl~ bl;':oka contact and fled wes·t. Arti11ery was fired on likely w1.th­
d..-i:aw:at r6t1tee:an~ So Sparrowhawk was pro1fided by Co L and establ.ished b10ck1ng 
posi t ionalO"l'~ :;l~Lt~ vic of BtU 92 (m 888678). 'rwo large bl.ood trail.s were 
:fOWld and l.·Vn'fe.p:/ale was apprehended during the engagement. One VC KIA (p;). 

(7) On 971 91SH>a Co It ,3/1 squad security- patrol a.t Ja 960695 uncovered 
~i..,5 f'rt3sh graves and empty coffins. T he graves were approximatel,y one thottaand. 
r:1f~;: n'~ t"r-;)ID'CAP B-4 which wa.s att a.cked on. 5 June. 

(e) On 071.45OB a 00 I, 3/1 (OPCON J/7) squad security patrol observed 1 
v:) ':;;'0", he~met, cartridge belt f grenades and medical supplies at m 95264,5-
.,.. '.' VC'.;bTe.w the supplies and a grenade 1n a ditch in an attempt to destroj- them. 

, :".~~:i8stigation the medical supplies were found undamaged by the grenade 
:>. _-'- \,f9"l'e' forwarded to S":2. 

(9) On. O?2JJOH JrdPlt. Co L opeON' to Co I on Hill 65 (l..:r 876577) observed 
1W\'ement of an estimated ~OO va at l>!r 853587 through infra red and illumination 
.',:: ~:':'ces 0 'l~IS' totalliag92 rounds of lOS and 155 were fired. Undar flareehlp 
i:J.a:nination, 5· fixed wing strikes were conducted. Co)[ al.ong with a Sparrow­
:,,'wk from Co E, 2/'1 swept the area on 8 June with negative resul.te.' 

(20) On. 080800H Co I commenced a County Fair In the BOA MY TRUNG hamlet 
c .mplaa: .at ilr 895568. 

(~::) On 060l25H cAP :8-4 ambush at m 943665 observed 4 VC ~ith weapons 
;'.,:;n'0ach their posii;ion. Taking 'them under fire. 1 va was observed to fall. 
C','.': 'iO ,,>·:·tUrned 20 rounds of S/A. A search of the area. revealed DO tra.ce of 

.) ·::';~l.S"....:..;:,. ~ .... t ies • 

':~2) On 09141SH a Co L plal<oon(-) sweep of the PBU SON (4) hamlet at ~ 
-' -7::,~'"':i:;";;J-!"<:7S'U-l-t-ed:-!:B"-th&-od:e-ten-t--i &I1-O'f~6-V:o.-sy~i-z-ar..- ftfl.d-m&mber&-oi'~VG as 800--' 

ia'(;~.')::lS 0 

(1)) On 091JJOH a Co M squ-.d patrol pursued l:c\r fire a, Vn male ill khaki 
,~~if'o:l.~m attempt~ng to evade the p.atro1 at 4 810.$69. The VOS was killed and a 
'bot-t1.e of medicine was found on him. 

(14-) On 112045H an esti'llat.ed l.0 VC probed the ref"ugee camp at .ill 965.5'7) 
with S/A fire... CAP 22 aJ%ibush aa1;Led in lOS and 81 HE 
no known castk~ltie •• 

s 
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commenced Operation 

(16) On 140700H a. Co I j/1 squad combat patrol pursued 1 VO with a. veapOJ1 
at Ml! 962693. A search rof the' area uncovered the VC hiding in a. tunnel. •. After 
throwing a. grena.da a.t the pa.trol, the' VC was killed b7. 20 rounds o~ S~56. One 
weapon. an AX--50 was captured along with 2 M-26 gren~de8, 1. cartridge bel.t w1,h 
2 ma.ga.einell and a ma~ of D.iUi~i.Nl. ' . 

. (17) On 140?Oaa: JrdBn( -) 7th Marines commenca~ participat ion in Operation 
ARIZONA in the INDEPENDENCE 'area sou.th of the SONG VU GIA.. 

(is) On 1414)OH Co L platoon patrol on Operation illllZONA engaged an esti­
mated 10 VC at m ?4S543 ~ A subsequent search of the area found large amounts 
of b100d andpiecas of flesh. 1. va KIA (c) andl 'VC xu. (p): 6 deta.inees were . 
apprehended:" i'unningfrom the' patrol at J.:r 832545 _ . .' 

(l.9) 00: Operation .mIum..t~ at 14233OH. Co M blocking position .2(.,~ s,4-
550) using infrared night vision devices9 observed 10 to 1-5 va a.ttempting to 
cross the gONG VU GIA vic ~ 823550 using reeds as breathing devices •. Ta.nks 
in the blocking position ai'fect1velypreve.nted the·main--'bod.y of the group from 
completiri~ the crossing. A·fireteam manuevered to the crossing point and en­
gaged S va fleeing the scene. Several blood trails and bloo~ clothing were 
:f':'Q.nd~ A tota1. of 8 VC KI.d. (p) were cl.a·1med. 

(20) On Operation ARIZON1. on 1510)OH Co L at ~ 840542 directed artiller.y 
on 1.0-15 VC fleeing from a v11lage. ..i. subsequent sea~ch of the area. found three 
va Icr..ti. (0). one M-14 ba;y-onet, 6 OhlOom grenades and 1 cartridge belt with 3 .. 4.5 
cal pis~01 magazines. 

(21) On Operation ARIZONA. on 151'7000. Co M'S bl.oeking position at K2 
363568 observed 4 va with weapons moving along the south bank of the SONG VU 
GIA~ Tanks using .50 and .)0 cal MG resulted in 2 VC KIA (C) and 1 va XIA (p). 

(22) On O'·'eration .. m.IZONA at lSl?25H Co A. 1/7 OPOON' 317 at AT 855518 
fired 901lllD ca.nnister on 10 NVA fleeing east )00 meters away. Five VC KIA (p) 
:ze::-e recorded when blood trails were found i.n the vicinity .. 

(23) On Oneration ARIZONA onEi VC WaS apprehended on l6l44SH by a Co L 
'-, :r;l?/i J;latrol at u.r 8)6S)2 as he atte.mpted to hide in a cave. ':wo 5?mm 1m rounds 
extf', onG Blmm mortar round plus assorted documents were found. 

(21.;) On 17iiSOB. Co K. )/1 (OPOON 3/7) anprehended 2 detainees attempting 
,,:i,'l.a.e .:l. squad patrol. at 1/2 964699 by jumping into the SONG 'fEN. A third 

'. his...-c:r ,< eocaped in the river. il.l1 three wore khaki uniforms. 

(25) On Operatlon ARIZONA at l80800H a mechanized column from Co L a~aged 
;>:::"~25 lW,A with p"ccks. weapons. a.nd extensive camof1au.ge in a trench line on the 
"'",;ern edge of the FHU AN' (1) hamlet at AT 872520. Pursuing the enemy into the 

:,":,'(T .... iN (l)hamlat. the unit received heavy S/.A and A/V fire. including 20 rds of 
(.'~m.<l mortar and 5 RPG-2 rockets. The NVA cont:inued to fa,ll back attempting to 
:' .... c..w the Marine units into a II WI shaped ambush. ~he marine platoon hald its 
:.~01'::ld, however, and requested: artillery and fixed wing miSSions • ..lIrlrracs with 
: .:tO~'.ll"':;:t'Y reinforcements killed 10 NV.~ in spider ha1es as the;y fought to take the 
ht,:rn ground. Hill 11. at .AT 877517. .A sweep of the a.rea _uncovered '1arge pools 
'<' "bleod, packs and weapons. Captured were 1. M-1.4 with magazines. 1 M-16 with 

.-;;: .. -"g:""·z:l>:\""",,L.AK.,.4'l-~w:i.thmagaz.ines.,_1B..ll1. -and 1 ChiCom K-44 r1f1e.. A t.otal.-of 
l''.! In.:,', (c) and 14 VC Kli~ (p) were recorded. 

:'25) On 1920S5H a.n un::nown numb'3r of VC attempted t'o destroy the ref'u.gee 
":'.J L· at AT 9J5664 with sta.chel charges a.nd small erms •. The vil.la.ge wa.s unoccu­

:,:,i(3,';, and the VC were driven off by a tank reaction force :trom Hil.l 41. Seven 
of ':;he 8 structures were damaged but were still standing. 

(27) Operatton j~IZONA terminated at 191200H~ 

6 
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i:~IDil ~ 
.." M _quad combat patrol ,,'I, 801561 ob.e,...~ ? va 

with/pa.cks at iI:r 806578. kn art illery mission covered area and. n search I'eVGa.J.<lv. 

drat marks.. ~wo VO KIA. (p) .. 

()O) On 20l700H 1 Vn male. LE 'l:IL.:Jffi TUC. surrendered to Co M on Hi'll 52 
(ZC 19550). He "said tim T.tg t'orceq him to fight and claimed he waB kept prisoner 
in a. camp in the mountains. 

(:n.) On 210430H e.s Co K s~d ambush returned t:o PPB at III 908$01. va 
force of unknown size thl"ew 5 grenades a:t 2 dat:ensive positions. S/14 tlre"va. 
also received by a sscond,~o K squad ambush. After ~he Pla.toon ~eturned 20 rda 
M-16and 10 rounds M-?9 ~long with 7 rds 60mm mortar, the VO f1ed NW. S~areh 
of area revealed 1 ~16roagazine at ~ 911701 and matted down grass ~t ~ 907-
70s.. 'l: brae differeotvi 11agers reported subsequent q that 16 VO were involved 
in the attack and 3 were killed." 

(32) On 220'sJOH a. Co M squad ambush at 1lI! 924,S53 f'ired upon a VC in a 
boat at tempt ing to cross the SO~'JG VU Glii.. The boat sank and" the body" fl.oated 
away.) pairs of black pajamas and 1 pair of black: shorts were found • 

(33) On 2309l5H a Co M squad security patrol at ZC "20's543 engaged 7" VO with 
p2.cl-.:s and "II!sapons at ZO 197536. 1 VO KIA (0) was recorded. " As the uni1i 
rnanuevered to retrieve the VO body and weapon, a heavy volume of fire forced 
"'"hem to shift position. No furt.her contact could be made. 

(J4) On 251,SOOH, Co M resuppl¥ LVT detona.ted a2,SOlp bomb rigged a.a a.n 
anti-tank mine at m 81.4557., 2 USMC 't/era killed. 2 were wounded. 1 Vn 
interpreters was also wounded. 

(.3,s) On 2615.5H a. Co M squad patrol at ~l.T 80553 f1re"d upon) VO with packs 
and cartridge beJ:ts. 1 VO KIA (C) was the result; a search p"il"oduced 1 baovonet. 
1 canteen. and one pa.ck. " 

(36) On 26162,SH Co M combat base on Hill 52 (ZC 213552) received is rds 
of sniper fire from au unlm",,,noumber of VO at ZC 2OJ54Jwhile a CH-53 wa.s­
attempting to raise an observation tower into position. Two USMC were wounded 
~, the S/A which were effective~ silenced by MG fire and an 8~ barrage • 
i~ search of the area. w~ prevented by "the SOlifGVU GlA. 

(,)7) On 2901300:4 USMC .:from a .Co M squad night "raid received sh,ra.pnel. 
wounds from incoming grenade as they attacked a house suspected cif harboring 
6 VO. 1 VC KIA (0) "r:es~"ted from "~Pe <raid. 

(38) On 281950H ~~ti-pel"sonnel mine was detona.ted in the" center o~ a. 
:~latoon J.eadersrru;;~ting at a. "CoK p:tatoon Pb.1lroill Base at Nr 920104, 8 &SHe were 
med ~vaced. 2 su.bj3"aquent~ died Qf "wounds~ 
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FLttsT ENDORSEMENT on CO 3rd En, 7th IVlar.:i..nes Itr 3/"ltJHG!dig o-rer 
3480 of 1 June 67 S & C FILES 

HEALQU ARTERS:, From: 
To: 

Subj: 

Commanding Officer 
Commanding General, 1 st llarine Division 

Combat After Action Report; 

, ~ 
; 

Operation DE SOlO 

1ST MAR1NE DIVISION, FMI 

6 7' 2 9 2 67!~E7i1£J 
- Copy , ~f 31 capiel 

i 
. Refl HH CO 7th Maxines 1 tr 3/LllJ/ jfs ser 3480 of 9 April 1967 

1.. FOJ;'warded,. 

. 2". Reference (0.) submHted a,pr.::;priate Aftel~ A:}tion P.s]Clrts fort2.'"03e 
.... p...'1ases 6f Operation DE SOTO during w~ich the lioffima,lding Cf:fi.Mr, 7-t;h lIrari.nes· 
~i ther ~~d operatiffi:tdl.. cC:::ltrol or prov.i.ded the staff for the f<:r'c613. .. involYed. '" 
TaG report 'a.ttached hereto is the-oillY ,r.epQrt submi.ttGd 't,'y ~.(:G 3:rd Battalion., 
7th l'1axines and is all-inch1sive of the entire operatiOD* ;1:118 del8\lf in . 
its submission-'Tas occasioned by its temporary m:Lsplacce:nonto The .loss '::as 
discoveri:)d G.1J.ring a monthly review,of reports $.:ub.ri tted .. 

30 This report contains a thorough discussion and ana.lys.:i.s of tho forces 
involved, the operations conduoted, the probl¢ms encountered and the 
owrall results obtain.ed during Qjloration DE smo?' 'Which D:"."0".T8d extreI"ely 

-;:cnallenging? li9.iID tactlc-aJJ.y and logistically? TazticaUy ~ it involved 
I the simul tanoous establishment of an isola.·~ed base camP1 and the concllot 

of exten."ivG ,daily search a..'1d dostroy miAAi .. o.ns.~ Gro""no. ac.t.i'Tities enco~!?s.nc~ , 
nl.moB t every conn0iv8.ble si hl ation "~,ai a J.vla.r:L"l.O. ~'- i; .. m:i..gh+',· ~nccllnte:r: 
in Vietnam.. Con'~act ranged ... ·from-the appI'ehcnsion of s'll.spected Viet Cone; 
laborers to attacks against well-armed main force Vi0t Cong fcrtified 
hamlets. Logistioally, a1 though severe~ probloms ',Gre enco1)_lJ.toY"ed while 
suppi.M.'ting tho opera.ti.on frcct a.."l L.SA completely derar.dont on. hOJ.ioopter 
transportation and, :resupply ~ a.de qt:.ate suppcmt of com~oat Gssontial 
equipmont waS provid3d to units in the field. 

4Q . .A secondfu.J' mission of conducting pacifioation :.orog:rRms .. ras also . 
,assigned to the battalion. J.... vQ;rioty of programs 'WGre hi tii~jed j..rnmediatcly 

...... ,.". upon arriving in the !:lUe mo area. These prOg:c78.i.1JJ3 irLb.ded PSy0:93 lee:'lGt 
drops, strossing t..'lc nChiou. Hoi 1.1, Hod C-ap and Dent Cap' IJrog!:'a.os and t~,e 
construction of refugee ca.'llps. Addi tioneJ.ly 1 refugees were pru"cectecl. 

.~ " 

by US:HC nyU ts v!hen they reJulJTm"d to their homes to sal-VUe;" tho:l.l' y:S3.Gs.!'i:i.ona .... 
The gC.neral response to these programs in 0.."1 area whic·h .was initi?1' ly' '. 
9~ 'IlO-cric:1-God is coneidGred notow~rty end el1.0c,'Uragi.:r.g" 

5. The thomcughly professional ma:.rln~,2.. ilJf,;'1iliich t:':e 3rd p.&:l:1~'lf:jd.m:l'~-
, ~ . 

7th Marinessucce~sfully accomplished a P.1'dJ.1Clra 0':;:' djY3I'sif:tdct !V,issions. 
hold.s valuable lessons for all unit leaders. CarG.f'Jl scruti!V of the 
Af.ter .A.ction~e.I»r!r'sb.oUld bo beneficial to all ccrc.m.arAcrs. 

, " ----.- .-.---.,~. 
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DISTRIBUTION: 

CG 1st Mar Diy 
CO 11th Mer 
CO MAG-36 
CO MAG-12 
CO MAG-15 
00 H q Bn 1_=lt. :M8X'D:i::v. 

CO 5th Mar 
CO 2nd Bn 7th Mar 
CO 7th COilllll Bn 
CO 1st Hod Bn 
CO 1st S? Br. 
CO 1 st, Eng En 
CO 1st Anti Tan.k, Bn. 
CO 1st Ta.nk, Bn 

~ 
.; 

1 
1 
1, 

'1' " 
2 
2-
1 

1 
1 
I 

.A' 

i 

CO FLSG--"BI1 l' 
.CO 1st Recan Bn 1 
:b'ilos 11 
Total '46 
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From: 
To: 
Via: 

Subj: 

Ref: 

DECLASSIFIED 

HEADQUARTERS 

•••• , 
3rd Battalion. 7th ~1a.rines 

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF 
FPC San Francisco. California 96602 

Commanding Officer 
Commanding GO.boi'ai. ls:{ Marine. Division (:Rain). FMF 
Commanding Officer,,' 7th 1'1ai"1nes 

Combat oPeratiofis After Action R~ort 

(a) 
(b) 

DivO 3480.1 
T ask Force X"'iR.ay Op Plan; Admin :P1a.n l~?' Copy , of.oz I . " 

---'-- ...7 cop!es 
~. Code Name. Operat ion DIDSbTO 

2. Dates of oper§.Hcifu 2608000 Jan 67 to 071200H April 67 

30 Location. DUC PHO :bistHc~. QUANG NGAI Province. RVN 

I:., Control or Command liead.qu.a.rters. 
~'as;'c Force X-Ray 

Third Battalion •. SeVenth Marines; n 

// / 
i ' , . I ? 

5" Task CrgNlization. Saverai Changes· from the orignai Task Organization 1 j 
.~~ef· b) were made duri~ ~e:i'a.t ion DESOTO beoause of th~ operation's dur- I! 
ation. The following T fO was in effect when the operation terminated 07 I I 
\:p~il 1967. Not included is,Co M_ 3rd Bn. 5th P4a.rines which participa.ted I \ 
:from 311730H Jan to ~J1800H Feb 67. and Co F. 2nd Bn, 7th Marines which . / 
rel:i.eved Co M/'J/5~; 00 F /2/?was subsequentlY relieves by Co' G. 2nd Bn. (/( 
?t;h Marines 29081.J.5H March. Other de~ationB and/or additions. to the TiC v, 
"r8re relatively inSlgn:l.ficant~ .. :' 

>'d, En (Rein). ?tij Ma..r~ 

H&S Co(-) 
- 4th Sect .. 8lmmMort pit~ H&S Co 
~~d E~ 7th ~~ines _ 
De-:,_., Jrd Bri, 11th Marines (A..li.TY LD) 
:'),),,;'.- 3rd Bn. 11th Marines (NGF" Ln) 
~)G';~" Rq En 

Det. 9th ITT. FMF 
Det, 7th CIT. F~~ 
Det, Civ.Afrs Unit (AA). 
Sqd, MP Co. 

Det. l'Lil.SS J 
Det. 7th Comm En (RR Tm) 
Det, Scout Sniper P~t. 7th ~~rines 
CIr PIt (Rein(. Co D. 1st Mad Bn 
Co C(-). 1st SP Bn 
.2nd Plt,<~). ()o_ C .. l;st~~gr_)~F_ ... ~" __ '. 
'LF.A •. FLso.';'BRAVO . - - .. '. 
3rd PIt. B·Co. 1st Antitank Bn 

Q 
o 

.~- -,~ - -~"=--_~&,JJ:l~}nl: ________ , .. ,-"'-- CA.Pr CLARK 
j .,q .J-J!J . 

~ '., J:!:,S~:? C Co. Is t SP Bn 
- -', - -~ r,!.--B~~y -+ •. 3rd B~._ l.lth ~r:i,.nes 
C' -; ':.'i!!, elmm Mort PIt, -H&S CO'c--, 
.,1 .• ~ect. lo6RR PIt, H&S Co 

'i":;', ~d PI":;. -0 Co. J,st Engr En 
;'.:.'d.. Sect, 81.mm Mort PIt • .H&S Co 
C'-)j,. Hq Btry. Jrd En_. 11th Ivia.rines (NGF Spot 

.ucn:Y;;.H.;;;j~"iJ)m AT 3 YEAR INTERV 
\J~C1...AS<;mm Art'FR 12 YUBS. 

poD DtB 5200.10 
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FACTm 
FO 'I'm, B1mm Mort PIt. H&S Co 
FOTm, Btry I, 3rdBn. 11thMa.r 
'I'm, 2nd PIt. 0 Co. 1st Engr Bn 
Det, Hq Etr,r. 3rd Bn, 11thMar 
(NGF Spot Tlil) 

Go L (Rein) 
Det, H3r, C Co. 1st SP En 
FAt 'I'm 
F01ll:rm. B1mm Mort PIt, H&S Co 
FOTm. Etiy I. 3rd 13n, IlthMar 
'I'm. 2nd Plt C Co. 1st EDgr Bn 
Det. Hq 13try, JrdBn, 11thMar 
(HGF Spot Tm) 

Co M (Rein) 
Ji'ii.C 'I'm 
Det, liS!'_ • COo. 1st SF 13n 
FO Tm, Blmm Mort PIt, 11&5 Co 
FO 'I'm, Btry I. JrdBn. IlthMar 
Tro, 2nd Plt, -0 Co~ 1st Rngr Bn 

Co G. 2nd Bn. 7th Marines 
Det, Rsr, ,-0 Co, 1st S? En 
FO 'I'm, 8lmm Mort PIt. -IhS Co 2/7 
FO 'I'm, Btry H, 3rdBn, Ilthl'iar 
'I'm. 2nd -PIt, C Co. 1st Engr Bn 

Bt;y Ie 3rdBne 11th Marines 
Btry I 
PIt, Btry K. 4thBn, I1th.l~~r 
:int. Whiskey Btry. JrdBn. 11th-'4ar 

Co D(~) I Det. 1st Recall Bn 

)st ?It (Rein) A Co 1st Tank Bn 

6. SUpborti ng Forces 

Lt PUrT 

Capt ROSS 

Capt WILSON 

Capt MORGAN 

a. Artillery> Btry I. Jrd Bn, 11th Marines vas assigned in direct 
support of the battalion upon disFlacement of both units to NUl DANG. 
Four 10,5= Howitzers were emFlaced vic BS 817384 in existing AltYN pos­
itions. Initially. reinforcing fires were provided qy one platoon of 1SS 
howitzers ('n) (ARVi1 21st Arty Bn) located atl-roI DAU. and manned by 
personnel from 4th Bn; l~th Marines. On 12 Ma;ch Btry I, Jill disp1ac~ 
ed f rom its position atop l:i1rI DA.l'ifG to a previously prepardd position vic 
8l3384. This displaoement resuJ.tec1_ in a substantial decrease in the 
battery!s effective minimum range. greatlY increasing its availabili~ 
for clos-e defensive filles around the batta.lion C:..'/LSA. Fire s-upport avail­
able to the battalion substantia~ inc:r~a,s~d_~i~p._!iha~_a~ri;v:al-=a£...~wo-'J.S5mm--" 

-- Howi-t:z;ers(!!'-k -frO:oL-B.tr,y:-K-r:4-th:"Bn"i-'J:rtli Marines and two 4.2 in mortars from 
. - ·-·~---BhiS;kB;~ -B-try-. 3rd En, 11th Marines on Mar 25. Both =it6 wore in dirGet. 

S.UPRQI.:.t __ q,nd._1"e_ro~_,l_ocR.tp.n a.t-<NUI - DANG-positiCons;---T-he-- ARVlr pl-t of -rS5nim 
at lmI DAU reverted to i~, control at this time. 

HE 
'lfl? 
ILLUM 
SMK 
VT 

105mm 

Ammunition expenditures for Operation DESOTO were: 

Howitzer 
16,195 

2.410 
697 

67 
356 

l07mm(Howi tzar> 
674 -
425 
239 

2 
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155mm{HowiJ;!!:e.r-s) 
J51 
49 
JO 
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FIRS'l' El'illO~~Nron' CO 3rd Bn, 7th Mar ltr 3/J§~' dlj cerial 3t~eO 
of 20 June 1967 

From: Commanding Office~ 
To: Commanding Gnueral, 1st Marine Divisiq;n (Attn: A cis G-3) 

Subj: COmQ2.t After Action Report: "Operation BTJ'1'1IW' 

1 e The Cc:mbat Afi:,or Action Report for Operation ITJT1EE is readdressed 
and fO:C'''C,r·ded hel?Gwi th~ 

2. AltiDugh there uas no enemy contaot, Oparal;ion :ErJTLER was oonflidc:::'8Q' 
a SL~ccess. The primary purpose of the opGration ,,,as to conduct e.!'. 

J... h f' • . k ' h . t th .,., \ ',r "'i"" e:x:wens~ve seare o~ a .a e.J..'j- 8:-\Ten~G of' 8,p:pl?c)8J]c,. l.n 0 • e .l1.h. 1'1.<' ... \.T 

Air Base complex, and this 'v:as accomplisr.ed, 

3. Valuable terrain analys':'s information waR P.'5J!'!.ocl :7.\)[" Operat:'an 
BUTL'SR. Ho sign of recent enerry HC.ti-,ri't;y \,a5 di30~;'l(>.:::'2;:''O £F'.d tho donse, 
heavily v0g8tatod te::rain e!1~Gun-:;cred in,-"..ic:ates ths.t t:ue C: ilO SDl';G 
V '1 l' ·t d t ..... 1 f' e'<'P"""'j'"'' a.l. oJ possesses llIJJ.·O po ont.la -or. Gner.;~r use as &"},, ,1:',,(, ",,-, 

a008SS :i.nto the rocket belt aroa. R01;,-rE'Ver 1 trLG SOE8- I,O :LlO}:n r.~ver 
presents a possible reute vi!; sha11O\·1' drE£t 8oa',;, 3y 'clt:'~Lizing tilo 
river e:,clusivClly, little or no sign'of enemy.a.cti.vity wculd bo C'iTidont. 

4. The information on terrain gatho:re(~ 'by Oy,,::,stiorl :~."Y.nET.I 1'jill cnaB'le 
the 3rd Battalion to mars 9ffeci:;iyeJ.,y J.n ri.t or' 11,8 ::'ik-::J.y app~oa.ch 
routes into the rocket belt, 

DISTRIBUTION: 

OG 1 at Har Diy 
00 12t Ne.r 
CO 3l?Q B.n 7th l1ar 
GO . 2nd_ Bn 7th 118,':.' 
CO 1 at En '11 th IlTa:' 
CO 3rd En 11 th Ha..:' 
00 1st SF Bn 
Files 
Total 

10 
? 
5 
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HEADQUr"~RTERS 

1ST MAfu"'NJ!: :crJIS:l:ON, ''no' 
HEADQ.UARl' ERS 6 7 .' 2 6 

Jrd Battalion, 7th Marines' 4 8 
~st Marino Division (Rein) FMF C~17~_af 10 ~ 

FPO San Fr~1ciscoi California 96602 

3/lIDP/dlj 
3480 
20 June 1967 

Fran: Cornm,a.!l,ding Officer 
To: 'Coffi::1aJ1di i1g Officer. 7th Mar1aes 

Sub~: Combat After~ction Raport~ Operation 

Re:f: 

lO' Code na:ge~' Operation' EmLER 

7thMar sac Log HE. I 
oW -41 COPY#. 5).<\48 

2. Dates of operation. l00700H to 12l600H June b967O' 

:3. Location. HlEU DUe District 'lUANG 1\fl.M Providence. RVN 

4. Control or C9~':land Headquartors-. Ttlird Battalion, Soventh·Mar1nos 

5 •. Task Organization. 

H&S Co(-) 

Co r(Rein). 3rdBn. IstMar 
'l'::l. Scout Sniper PIt, 7th Marines 
,FO Tm, Btry C, .1st Bn. 11th Marines 

Co 'K(-) CRein) 
Tn. Scout Sniper PIt. 7th Marines 
FO Trot Btry I.· Jrd En, 11th Marines 
FO TEl. B1m;:; Mort.ar PIt. H&S Co 
FAC Tm, 3rd Bn. 7th Marines 
EST. ,.ls t· Shore c Party Bn 

Is t .. Plt Ii C o'E. 2ndBn. 7th Marines 
FO Tn. Btr,y H. JrdBn. 11th Marines 

6. Supporting Forgos 

Co=and Group .Alpha 

CAP!' LYNCH 

CAPl" JONES 

, 

a. Air ·lst MAW provided air support which included daily missions!'! by 
aerial observation aircraf't and 1 medical evacuation r:lission on 12 Juno. No 
fixed )I.ring, strikes wore requosted; tl1erc were no resupplY 'miss ions. 

b. ·.Arti.lle:l'Y Btry I .. Jrd Bn. 11th Marines, from positions on Hill 65 
(.t..T 884578) .. remail1ed in Direct Support for the .operation. Btry K. 4th 
Bn, 11th ~arines also ~~~C positions on Hill 65 continued ~n its General 
Su;pport role but with priority :fires to units involved in Bt1.rLER. Four­
tee:]· obsorv8d oission8 and 5 unobsorved prep :fire missions provided off­
ective covGragc for cor.Ipar..y objectives. Extensive H&::I fires were' plott-
ed on susp~ct()d V C routes of movement. Illumination rounCts great 1¥ 
gi.Slo,d th2 1!..igJ1,t~;nQv_omr.m..t--o-f' Co·I.3 /lctl:-lrough' ·thick 'foi :ta.ge~;'~~TheroUri.ds­
were 'ut'illzQd to dctcrY71ine.pol;!ition and direction. No on-call or close 
dcfe~sivc ~ire missions wore conductod. 

DOWNGRAOED AT 3 YEAH INl'KRV.AJ..l5, 
DECLASSIFIED AYTES 12 VltABS­

DOD DlB 9201"-10 
Int cll:igs;nco 

a. 

(1) . It was a!1ticipatoo that up to on~ cornpal!Y of Main Jj'orce! 
IN.A per~onncl could be located in the objo.ct·lvo aroa. Fr~quont intell­
igence gathol'cd by District ;:t.gflllt§ indicated the area. was. being utiliz­
ed as a rout~ of .movensnt. into audout.-:of tho DAN."-NG aroa. Those reports 
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were confirmed to somo extent when a Co K long ranbe 
NITA oll, 6 <Tu.nc on tho -periphery of tho oDjective area 

b. VC Strgngth ruldDISposition. Encountered 

patro1 Qng~od 10 
a.t AT 895679. 

(1) 
Force/NVA. 

During the operation thoro were no encoa~tcrs with Main 
,The on~ reported contact involved 2 local guerillas. 

c. Sigpi£icru"t Intelligonco Gaino~. 

(1) The ha.,-:]lcts in tho objective wor6 cooplotoly deserted. and 
appeared to ~havo boen abandoned for ovora yoar. Thoro was no'indicat­
ion of i!'!digcnp~~i"_pcrson:Uc1 attor.;pting to work tho rico paddies which 
o.i-c :'lO'lrt ovbf' gr6w1~ -';dth high grass. 

(2) A possible harboring site .was uncovered at AT 850682. but 
it appeared to have beon unused for about :3 woeks. The trails found in 
the objective area wero lJOt well used and. in somo iI),stanc'o.s. cor.1p~etoly • 
overgrown. 

d. Terrain 

(1) Critical Terrain. Hill 112. (AT 888688) and tho ridgo 1ine 
ru::ming north east were considered keY' torrain and "ore utilized by ;Co 
K as blocking positions/OPI~. 

(2) ~ .• Qbs..e.r.va~t.i.oo and Fields of' Fire. In the objective aroa it­
self no bbs8rvation was possible because the valley ,£loor is co~lote~ 
ov~rgrown \,ritb high elephant grass. There are no points of ob~orvation 
frOD tho surrounding hill ~asses which are hoavi~ canopied. The rico 
paddies in tho northern portion of the o~jectivo aro becoming overgrown 
with .. rcodsana. probabiy will off'er limited observaJ7ion in the-f'ut,ure. 

All. ongagemonts with va Gncrw would be at closo quarters. 

(J) C,?vGr aEd Conccaln~nt. Because of tho donsity of tho veg­
otat io,ij:; ,co:jq:rcd an<'i conccalQd fighting aud ar:Jbush pos1 tiQns aro numorous. 

~, .... ,~) ... pbs,taclcs. Tho perr:Janont obstacle was tho torrain 1t~sel1". 
Heavily overgrown with hiGh canopy. tho novcnent~ of Co I, 3rd ~n, 1st 
Mari~os through th9 jungle had to be accomplished with machetes. Strean 
crossing prese~ted ~o difficulty because of tho shallowness~ of the wator. 
However. with tho advont offuo Donsoan season, it is anticipated that, 
tho watsr dopth will risa and tho current will bccooe ouch swdfter. 

(5) Lvenues of approach. The trai'ls indicated on~ tho !:lap prov­
ed to be :i:~assablo. No cvidenoo could be found Of. thci.r prior usa. 
In SO!:le i.:::sta!lCOS trails • .,oro non existont. The trail l"UJ."Uling through: 
tho pass botwoon the nOULtaineus areas in GS RT' 8667 is cODplat~ over­
grown and had to bo hacked out with nachotcs. At AT 860678 a ono (1) 
foot deep strcaoWas discovorad running to the west to AT 857678. It 
is l10t shown on tho !:lap and, off"ercd the only Deans of' passago into ~·the 
objective area. Throughout the whole operation area streaobods proved 
to be theonJ;y roasonable avenues of approach. Thoy offer so~e confort 

',' 

__ . ~ ~~ ___ f,-roL'_ tho _ h.~A.tt';:'*,'7d""''''''''o'td·-···i_·~o~t~n+-~7 rr-,.vt'rlO~-~±!.~_~~""~ sf- 1~a~~!t-~'"'-==o.;~ 

believod that tho VC aro also utilizing tho streaos as routes of 
lIlilloo'V cao n t. 
~l 
~:>~ ~ c. Woather Thoro was no inclenent wcather during t.he operation. ~ 

~ :~;{6~ Mission. Jrd Bn(-) (Rein), 7th Marines conducts three (J) day ~carch ! i~:!.az~ destroy opera.tion the CAD SUNG Valley (vic ~<l.T 860690). 

? ~~~ Concept of Operation. Jrd Bn(_) (Rain). 7th Marinos exocUtes a thrco~ 
~.~ !S,~ra.ny scarch of ~ tho CAO, SUNG Valley a~long p~Q.gillent.- waterWays froD tho 
io." .. ,.,. ' .}- N-S Grid Lino throucgh t1l.c 90' H-S -Grid -t-ine. On D-';';Day. Co I. 3rd 

-Jr.:. ~~ 
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b. Forti£icat\ons and EguipJ:lcn1j. 

(1) Co I, 3/1 destroyed a 10 f.t loug. :;; ft wide. 3 ft high 
tU::'::lOl a!:i;; l~';'9:20680 ,?n 101520H. 

·(2) 1st plt. Co E. 2/? disarr:lOd a Z-10 anti-porsonnel nine at 
i..T 849729 on 111000. 

12. k4~inistration ~~ttors. Adninistrative planning was through and 
dotailed.· . . .. 

a.. SUpply. There was no resupply during tho operation since long 
r~~gc patrol rations were utilized. Water was readily available froD 
wells a;:;.d. stroa;ls. Troops carried. a BA of ar:u:ru .. 'lition. 

b. ~laintonanco. Thoro were no T:la.intena.uco problmns. 

c. Treatnont of Ca.sualtios. Med ovac for tho 3 WIA1s and 1 NBC 
was adequate. 

<I.. Tra:1sportat ion. Rotary wing aircra.f't provided field coi:l!:~ndors 
wi th froquont reconna.isaEco flights over the objective area. Trucks 
were utilizod to carry ~orsonool to thoir respective bases. 

e. CODDU:uica;t";iol1s. A radio reJ..av Was established on Hill 41; DO 
serious problous woro encountered. 

f. 1>lodical Evacuation. See 12 c. 

13. Special Eauipoent and Techniau.EH1. None 

a. Tho pric1arY purposo for Operation BUZIiIilR wasta conduct an ()x­
.te:1sive search of a cost likely avonuo of approa.ch into the D.AliidG Air 
Baso c(>n:plox~ Tho object"ive area was on in which Dovenent is extreI:le~ 
restrictep. by .heav;,f'.ovcrgrowth. Also all provious operations venturing 
iC2tO thG .DAU SUNG Valley were conducted southernl,y up the valley fl.oor 
wi th no blocking pcs it ions in the rear. Thes 0 probing sweeps allowed 
any hostile forcos to sinp],y nove ahoad and a.wa;y fron tho a.ssaultrfo~·oes. 

b. Operation Bt1I'.LER provided valuable terrain. analysis infornation 
011 a vital sogeDont of this Battalions Soctor of Responsibility. The 
knm.,lodgc gained en the VC's lioitod potontial I1ilitary use of the CAO 
SuNG Valley as an cf:£'ective ·entranco into tho Rocket Bel.t arQa wil~ 
allow this Battalion to nonito.r their approach routes nore often nore 
::-ffoctivoly. 

<",,: •. , ~ ~~_~_<;f3."" . .. .qp~1il,'!;,j.Q,n.,~9:t:- ~h..i.~~-in'8:t,~ph-,,,*,,,:e~d:en.U"'l"4'Jt:-~~~. ~"* 
.. . T.bOR .• ' "It'· c;:lables th'c-unit cO!:l.'":la!:dorto physica:!-ly cover every foot of 

bds assigned SOR and provides bin with the initinato terrain a~s~sis 
ho DUSt havoto be responsive to potential VCstaging. assGnb~ area. 
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Bn. 1st Marinos (OPCON 3/7) conducts one d~ swe~ of PHUOC NRAN Vallqy 
vic Grid Square 8966. ,Und~r oover of darkness. omplayingdQc~tivo 
artillery and air support, deploy and cross hill nass vieGS 8667 and 
covertlJr establish blocldng positior;.s. in wcs'tern s0ct'ion of GAO SUNG 
Vallqy. On D pl.us 1 two conpanies conduct overt searchcipcrations 'to 
south and west establishing blockingposltions on north side of SONGTUY 
LOAN. with these forcos l~1aced, Co I. wili co~oncc 'search and destroy 
operations eastward out of OAO SUNG Valley. 

10. Exccutign 

A. D...;[)ay. 10 Juno 196?~ 'At l00700H Co I, 3rd Bn, lst,Marinos ". 
(OPCOE' 3/7) ,commenced soarch and destroy operation in>P1WQC x:m:t..N Valley-. 
Extcnsivosoa11 unit activitias wor~ conducted as pLannod froD the 
conpany patrol base vic AT 902611. Preparations werG oado to appear 
as if' Co It ,")/1 would ,be cstablishj.l1g night defensive positions. W~ilG 
dr:l'ceptivcl artillery- and TPQ-10 IS wereutilizod to tho southwest of the 
position, Co t. 3/1 moved west at 10Z015H to estab1ish blocking postions 
in GS gr 8567 •. 8467. and 8468. Movenont at night t.hrough the d(!ase 
bruah wa.s s low and illur:::ina1iioll was utilizod in a direct ional ai.d cap­
acity. There was negative contact although Co ! did bl.ow a. small 
tunnel. at AT, 920680. ' , 

.'0. D p:lm3"01i-;-J.'-ll~iJj:urd'·;~.¢?_'!!.~:~I~-~i()?06'CC;'·i(-) cond~ted open a.nd 
d~l=!-bor:ato search and. dest" 'oy.oporatl.oIl."Wostward from positions on Hill. 
10 to Hil.:),.li2(~ 888688) where it established a bloCkiIl€ position OP. 
A platoon blpcldng pos11:;ioo wASals,Qsot up on tho ridge at Ja 893696. 
Al.l positions ~oro assuood'bY'-ii090'C). At 0815 1st ~l.atoon. Co E. 2nd 
Bu, 7th Ma.r1De~ crossed, the LaD, ,vic .d!I' 8.50740. and conducted an opo,n 
sweep o£ tho valley in tho vic of GS .i..T :8573 and 8572. Co II J/J. 
arrived at the blockll.;g position in vic of GS J..T 8567 at 111.0l,5H andd.ct­
o:rmiucd it to be ur.sat1s£actory. Ob'jective A (AT 844616) was therefore 
by passed a:'!d. Co I :pushed north toward Objoctiv'e: B (AT 8)7693) a.nd Obj- , 
activo C (~857688). Roaching ,theso objective& at approxinatolY 1200. 
Co I thon ?Jovcd to establish night defensivo posl tior:s vic of Objoct1vo 
D (AT 855704) and Objective F (AT 876644). 1st platoon. Co E'" 2nd ~n. 
7th M.'U"i:~es s.wopt, to AT 861709 whero it ostab1isheduight do£arisivc' 
pos i tio ~'1S. "Tho platoono.is;covdredand disarnod a Z-l.O an ti-pe,rsolUle1 
nino, a.t AT 849729.' T,hc only- contact occurrod whonthe Co i'lSlocking 
posi ti'on/OP on. Hill 112 directed 26 HE 1;0,5 rO"Wldson 2 VC ill b,lack 
wi th6ut woapous' z::unn,1ng in a padt'lYa.t il.T 885615.: An AO flying over the 
area' report cdna s-q.bscqucnt sign of: va activi t;v-. ' : J 

c. D plus 2. 12 June 1967. Co 1.3/1 'Swopt thrOugh ObjectivGI-s E 
(AT 871709)' ~,dObjoct.ives G (AT 881.70l.), by Did morning and. effaotQd a 
rondc;2vous at. Objectivos H(id' 8847(4) at 121JOOH. 1st plt. Co E, 2/7 
wau cho:p:l?od OPCON,to 2/7 at 121200H. Co K and Co I, 3/1 returned to t~c1r 
conbat basoB by 121400H. ,The on~ ,contact consistod of ' Co II 3/1 Sustain ... 
1r~g 3 WIA fron,.anti-porsonno~ ninosat A:r 88770) •. i'he operation tc~nin- ' 
atcd at 1216000. " 

,,\ ... oJ ~~ ", __ V--"- "'-- ," 

:~c; l:i';'~;;7- .-;~~_·;c:D 

a. Porso,~no~. 

(a) XI./" 0 

(b) WIA 3 
.. 

(c) .EC - ~ 

(2) Enerv Losses 

(a) 0 
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. Approxime..teq SO rounds per night were experided on H&I targets. A 
total of 60$ fire missions were subl:litted by observers in the field while 
129 eelectivemissions were tired unobserved ba.sed on district and pro­
vincial intelligence. reports •. Total. e..rt iller,y- sprve1.'l.lallCe.f'or Operatj QG 

DESma included"l.U 'vc KIA (Conf). 295 VC KIA (prob) and 19 va llIA(lrob). 
Extensive $t~ctUral damage was also inflicted on fortified hamlets ~ the 
DUC PHO operating area. Despite ammunition expenditures wall in excess of 
plAnned levels. no significant problel:ls were eneountered in resuppq; a. 
mlniDum of 600 rounds of l05mm ~ were on position at all times. The 
average a.mmo status on station was approximatel¥ __ .• rounds HE .. 

Slgnlficant,event& included the use of artll1er,y illumination fuzed 
for ground impact to mark targets for night air strikes when TACA or AD 
control was unl}vdq.able. This te,chnique was used on two separ~e oecass­
ions with exd~Uent; results to mark targets for both flarship and tactical 
attack airc~a.:It ~ Operations in the DUC PHO area also proved the inef'fect­
iveness of del~. fUZ9/if against fortified }IItructures.. Even tamped earth 
bunkers caused tbii fuie to break add misfunction. The a1 tuation wa.s re­
medied by the use 9f CP fuzes with a. increase in the effectiveness of both 
direct and iudirect.fire against fortified ene~ positions. Also sign­
ificant was the emp~qyment of artiller,y in conjunction with tactical heli­
copter assaults. uft~r initial landing ZODe prep artil1er,v fires, artill­
ery continued to fire suppressive fires parallel to previous~ planned heli­
copter approa.ch and retiremont 1an~s.. F:ire ""as tn1tial.ed and ceased en 
command of the helicopter flight lead~rs.. Detailed briefings and positive 
checkpoints insured the safet,y of bdth aircraft and friend~ troops. 

a. Both fixed and rotar,y wing air supp~rt provided by t.he 1st MAW. 
Was used extensively during Operation DESOl'O. Rotary wing support roles 
included col:lpaW resupp~. tactical troop-lifts. daov and ~~t med~v~ 
uations. reconnaissance missions and attack aircraft control. In addit­
ion, ·UR-IE gunships were called on claiJ.y:to provide suppresive ~trell a.d/ 
or observation for engaged or dep10Ted units. Tact~eal troop-l~ftB were 
conducted between artiller,y, on station direct support~ aircraft ahd hel~ 
flight leaders t~rovi<1s constant fire on landing zones prior to touch 
down. Doth air and ar~ille:ty preparator,y fire were thorou··nl.V discussed 
with flight leaders of both escort and tactical 1ift aircrat~ yr10r to op~ 
erations to insure that the requirements of ~n£antr,y units as well as those 
of the air wine Were met sati.£actori~. Fixed wing attack aircraft were 
used extensively throughout Operat ion DESmO. Connol varied bet.eeA TACA 
and F.J..C depending upon the tacti cal. situation. ~~o~al o~, 900_~j;~I;I.~_mlBB­
lo.llS-w.~e_.:fllilWU in support of the taotioal battalTon;~a.dditiOn: l}lIiiieii01lB 
AO and uiI=IE in1ss~oi:iB -w"er'~~fiowii.~not il:u:::lmed '~iClihe'abOve total. \'Farget 
acquisition was mainly ucomplished at the Battalion FSCC l.evel. Additional 
targets were passed through 1st Mar·Div (G-2). Radar eontrolled aerial 
bombing <T.f..o.-191 pl~ . .5~~Z:LiEP~ortant role in~e nuC-£HO e..rea of operations .. 
An a'illza~_Q~f ,g5~~QR~",.P~:r~A;iglit~w.er.e.-uaad.-to engage variouB targets with '. 
guod effect. i~l.so. selective targets. acquired through DUC PHD District 
intelligence sources and the Battalions's operational experience. were en-

,gl$g-ed w;ith.intense TPQ~1.O~programs!'-0ver~·varying· 36 hour periods ';, . .¥l,are;'; 
_ ~~bllip. ,su::pp.o,r.t,-was~1".equested-and-re.cel. vea: -on· ~il -00 cas 10·n8 ·w1 thout s ignific­

antproblelM!. Mi,p.iguns werea.l.so employed with 8UG~~I!Ul· There, were. four in­
stances of'friend1¥" aircraft 1I!:(l.icting._C&,sualties on Marine forces'in the -
Dl[CL:J?UP.l¢ea. The first of .these occurred on :1 Feb at a;pproxima.te~ 0345H. 
two bombs. o£ unknown size. exploded within Co M~s defensive perimeter a. 
TIS 82)40) result ing in 1 USMC KIA. 8 USMC VIA (]1vac). 3 USMC VIA (Non­
evac). ':1.Il 1.01 tial invest igation of the incident indica.ted an error had been 
ma.d.& in a TPQ-10 drop which had been scheduled for 1 Feb at BS 827410. No 
further report on the incident has been made available to this organization 
to date. -~F~p~~ 18 a pn-46 helicopter on a medevac mi.s~on for Co X 
del.ix_~r_eg,_sum>.ress.ive fire wliile .entering . an LZ at 138 802418. reaultJ'Ilgin 
1 USMC KIA and 2 USMC WIA (~c). up until the time of the incident the air­
craft :baa been running on a-target approximateJ.¥ 300 metertl to the north of' 
the above coord under control of both TACA and FAC. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~. 
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~.' w;ith tbQ. intention of' moving tm ~tri1e £~!le.r ntrth when the a:i.rC.ra.f't 
st~.re.cl £riend.ly, post.~1ons. No 1Urther report _ thi.a; incident }:as beiUl 
made a.vailable to this. ~gani.za.tion to data. 

. Q:l}O . .Ma..rch Co G/2/t. awttained c.a.aualtiea 1%010 friendly a1r s1;rilles. 
The taJr~t was requested f.c: 1lS .1513056 and. was under the control o£ a. 'l.ACA! 
!I'1h '~~to was marka.d by thil T.AOA and Q,onf'i.lMtnd by Co G. Both attack air­
O!ra1't id.enti.£ied tba iI&rgGtt. am£ired rooJlEtt ripples. The f'irst ~n.c s 
rOQ;kQts ~~ted. c:n twrget. Tba aecond's howevex, i.mP~teA. vithi.n a. Co GiS 
pla.toon pcaition 400 J::I2tars ahClt":t of' the: target. Four (4) USMl XU, 1. tBlIl 
J)ON. and 19 ug~ VT.A (Evac) reaultea.. No i'urther rep<rt on this :incident 
baa been made t.m -th:l.s OE'ga.nization 1:10 diate.. 

c. Naval. Gunfira. Naval. Gun£ire loI8.S employed extertsiwly throughout tha 
DUC PHC .aCR. :i.n suppaart of manenvering el.enents as -wel.l as air and ground 
obaerver~ 1 Th:t"ee lilQy"ba.nent ol:aervation peats vera estab1itd1ed in' tM DUO . 
FRO araa, and w;arQ manned by Naval Gu.n.£ixo: ~potterfl on a 24.-hour basis. 

These pos>i.ti.ons included NUI DJIU (vio, :BS 874.325), NUI DANG (viQ. W 818385) •. 
E'.wl 1mI CU.>!. (vic :as 849391). In additilnn. dep10yed units were supported by 
attachon spotter teams from Hq. Btr,y. Jrd Bn. 11th Marines. Nava~ Gunfire 
sUl:l!'ort was bothtir;)e~ and accura.te. and l'roveQ extremelJ1: e£"fective ·in rel­
ieving pressure on heavily engaged units. This ''fas particu1arl¥ true of the 
ini tia1. phases of the operation when artillery ammunition was in short supply. 
2.l1.rl LSt\L."1.·s were on stetion. Tho ship's· high ra.te of "fire. preplanned pos­
itioning to o:ff'er 8n. optimal. t,"Oll target l.1ne. and; accurate target location 
permi tto1. the use of 5 11 rockets within a few hundred I:mters o:f maneuvering 
eleoents. :Naval Gun.f'lre also played a role in the battalion's nighttime 
H&I prograr.1. providing the added rallti;B to interdict deep targets in pre­
viously uncontested. area.s. Two Tills were employed using. both Naval Gunfire 
ar..d artillery with 1I!Jxcelleut effect. A ].esson learned :fron Operation DES'­
IJl'0's enp10yment of Supporting f:1'CS was that iIIaval Gunfire can be empl.~ed 
2:ffp.ctively ~in cl )se support, .issions. despite its range dispersi.:m. !'re­
planned pDsitL)ning of the shi' or ships involved overcomes the range disper­
sion ·problem. aud a mUch lIlJre versa.tile weapon is added to .the ground command­
er fS disposal. Ships participating in Operation DESaI'O included.: USS ST.' 
ll'ji.U;rCIS RIVZR (LsMa 525). USS M..ll~LY . (AB940). USS C.ci.NBE!L."lA (CAG 2) u~ 
RIVER (tsl<ill. 536); uss CLAAfON (aMa 409). USS TU"..lllER JOD (DD 951). USs~ 
?.:l0VI.lJEIWE (CLG 6) l..llSS 0z:B0ULU11li (DD 846) ~~CmjiE3 {DD .870) and the 
i~ustrulif.l..n l'favn,l Gun~ ship :H:MAS HOBART. A tota~ of NGF amrnun:ition 
8xpcnditure f,)r 0;:Jerati',.)n DESo:rO is not available at this time. however. 
based on the operational averages for certain reporting periods the following 
is est.ir.1ated.: HE 9.500: WP 300; Illurn 20. HE <fz vt) 400. 

""~, AP._t.:iciJ2. "t.8d...VC_::U;_~Qgg~La.ca..tiu!"1.-.. jH.aQQs.i.t..i.Q..ll in tM Mea. of ~;'1.t iQns.~ 
~ ~. 

(1) It Was a11ticipated. that ~.l.l. bal!ll.ets in the DUe PHOTAOR wou.ld be 
well-fortified, aud. ,refen.ded by Q"1mlct guerillas of' undeterl!lined strength. who 
wuuld. be reil:1forced by corres:;oncling vill.age guerilJ.as. The local popul.acewas 
rwt ax::;1ected to sU:'Fmrt USlvIC ororations because of vigorous GOl!JDUl).:l!3t_mil;itaJ."'Y, . 

~_:-"".e-,-q:tlc3~l!l,~~ ... , -~~1.<l~~J29:"1-i~1j.qp.J;_,cg·nt:.r;"~lg:r~ tl1(r=area;:.--:1-t-~'waso.:es"t'"":fiJirt.ed -tria -c 90' ~percent ~­
:; of' tho civilian "l.).:)pulatLm w.-::.a CODJ:1UDist _ind?~trinated. 

(2) Viet Cong units expected in DUC ?HV District included f'our pre­
vLmsly cJ~lf'ir.o.ed Local Force Companies (0-17. 0-19. 0-21. 0-219), three pro­
~j",01e Local. Force C08I)an108 (195th. 50611.. G-217). twO) «:onfi.rl:ted Local Force 
:::';att3.lions (38th. 48th). and one probable Local Force Battalion (19th). The 
tc)t·:t1 estiDated stre::l;5-th of these units WaS reported to be 1600. 

0) Loco.l Force VC units were expected to.~Q_e~;-~e~E:f/::>'FE~dby._ the 2nd 
d£t;~~£=~s:;.~r.d.)["-4),Ij,~.~,soion. depl.0yed by BINH DHm Province :·~Tlie~;gt-;eDgth 
"f tU8S0 U~lits 1>'"-,S cstinated at 4.900. 

b. Source oJ Intel1i;;·ence Pri·.Jr to D-Dc..v::. 
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tion Encountered, 

~ .•. . ~ 

(l) During initial operations. va forces in well-prepared defensive 
positions were encountered. They attempted to block the movement of USMC 
forces from the base of operations at HUI IlhNG to the northeaBt~ It waa 
assumed that the ene~ enco~~tered was an unidentified Local-Force Battalion 
equipped with 60mm mortars and .50 cal. machineguna.. This unit appeared well 
disciIllined and trained. The fortified positions Which the;Y occupied in the 
IDamlets of TAN TU. SA Bnm. and HAl MON were oriented generally to the west 
toward Righwa;y One. This was t.he factor that decided attacks by helicopters 
assault from the east which drove the VC n.:>rth across the SONG CaU from the' 
HAl MON h"!.mlet complex/Hill 26 area vicinit.y ES 833)97 in one instance, and 
from the TRUY TRIEU (1) hamlet complex westward along tihe trace of the SONG 
TRA CAU. 

(2) Operations and patrolling gradually resulted in USMC control of 
the hamlets just north of the SONG TRii. CilU. J!eavy res,1ta.nce.:was-e.n9E~t~r:ed­
_t.htOlTe as .be.t:o:!",e. It was discovered at this time thAt new bunkers and trenches 
were being constructed to repel attacks from all directions. The buildup of 
fortifications in this area was conducted mainly during Februar.l7 's TEr Lunar 
Truce. Throughout the operation, however. USMC forces continued to raport 
f~'eshJj"-dug trenches and forti:f:ications. throughout the WC PHD Ta.OR. 

()) ~ establishing one combat base at S~ BlNE, BS 822403 and qy 
aggressive patrolling. control of the hamlets south of the SONG TRA CAU to 'NUI 
D~~G, and the control of ~I MON hamlet was established. Efforts were then 
turn3d to areas south and west of NUl D~:..NG. In both areas moderate-to-heavy 
resistance and new fortifications indicated that VC forces anticipated friend~ 
operations in these areas. 

(4-) . 1?E._~~r.@,,= f'r0m 0050 to 01)0. an attack was co.nducted on the 
Battalion. CP/LSA at 1illI DANG. --B.&tween 2.00-250 :r:oJll1ds of 60mm, 82mm.mert'a-r, 
57 and 75mm recoil~ess rifle fire V/erd received. Reports on 25 March inOicated 
the attack was conducted by either the 95th :Battalion of the 2nd NV.n.Regiment 
or the 83rd Local Force Battalion (AK4 38th Bn) • 

(5) On 1 April. at 0300 a 20-me~ reconnaissanc~ OP located at BS 
772395 was attacked. lnitial~, the O~ reported an attacking force of 12-15 
vc. It was later reported. however. by the National Police of DOC PHO Dis­
trict, that the unit which conducted the attack was a compa~ of the 95th 
Battalion reluforcec ~ guerillas of PHO PHUOC Village • 

. (6) Throughout Operation DESOTO, ve harrassment and defense of some 
strategic areas indicatsQ their strong desire to maintain control of manb of 
DUe PHD contested hamlets. Recurrent reports indicated a buildup of Main 
Force units \-;rest of DUC ?HO with the mission of containing USMC operations 
within a small radius of the NUl DANG CF. 

(7) Operations west of DOC ?HO in the vicinity of VIm LAC, .AN LOI 
&'1d 'rRhlil'H k.i'l hamlet complexes vicinity Grid Squares 7538, 7539. 76)8, 7639. 
7737. 77)8, 7837 and 7838 resulted in the capture of well-supplied corpsman rs 
packs. ~~derate-to-heavy contacts. recurrent reports~ and the material cap­
ture9- indi.:;;.a,ted,.. the, area may hav:e....."been· a substa!:"tial source of VC--mEidical 'aid • 

. , _ , __ ' _~,,~,.'~'. ,{ 8-t- ~~.!lg...Qp.eraj;.iDn ,DE~Of,O~ .1i.ttJ.s_ si.gnif'dcant.;:l:n.te,l-1-igence~ ,was .2ga·~ned=::::-":.... 
frnm the -1ilterrogat i on of detainees. Few de tainees volunteered ini"orma.tion. 
This substantiated alreaay confirmed intelligence that the DUe PRO area was 
vigorously VC controlled. Few detainees reported any sightings of Main Force 
Units. Une interragation revealed that vicinity ~TUI DAU, SO Main Force VC ware 
observed wearing gold stars pinned on the shirts who were known as VC from the 
Gold Star Division (A~A). This was not confirmed, however. by agencies under 
our control. 

d. Vnits Identified 

(1) Throll€;h captured documents. the 0-219 Co and l20th Co (Unit 
)20) 'Ilere confirmod. '.cho 206 was believed to be a village guerilla compa.ny 
A Unit 521 (oeli3vcd to bo no e.lternate deSignat1~.. . 22 VC Regt) was 
also confirned through captured documents. 11lOJJJ1fJIJJ!lifn[f!~'7l?l1r-'''''l' 
,. 88HHPWIIw· . 

.r 
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(2) Re~orts were also received fram the DOlO of DUe PH0 and ana~zed 
by the LJattalioll. S-2. Most re'lJ0rts were of an Order of Ba.ttle nature a.nd rice 
cache targets. Units continuous1y reported but mostly unconfirmed were a.s 
follows: 

120th Co 
0-219 Local Force Co 
C21? Local Force Co 
;38 Local Foroe Dn 
48 Local Force TIn 
307 Local Force Du 
95 .:In (:2nd i1egt) 
1st va Ilegt 
2nd INI'. :ilogt (Yell,,,w/Goa.a Star) 
22nd NV.J. "i.l.egjs 

() Intelligence evaluations tended to confirm that Local Force com-
;;xwies bad the missions of assisting guerillas in controlling the people, bar- . 
assing 3ft's c·:)mbat patrols, and' delVing USMC aCcess to areas under va domina­
tion" It was also determined by the trend of reports received th'.t the mission 
,f the 95 Bu. and Local Force battC'.liuns was to pr"tect both the flow of sup]')"; 
1.::'e8 received on te coastal beachli3s by waterborne traffic. and the rice harvest. 
~-:Sl.cri;s of the 307 battaliou' indicated that its mission was to patrol. the hills 
,,'ost Gf Due i"l:l') aucl maintain the established nortb.-to-south sUjy.:<ly routes •. 

e. Birnificallt Intellicence G",1ned. 

(1) C'ootinuous enemy conta.ct of various degrees. the prosence of wea-. 
".J:-:!J such a.s .50 ca.l I-lG. 75= TIll. 57= nat 82mo mortars. and sighting by A0 J s 
.~,.,(] ::'-"",:-.~l!:'. -~.;,i~s of uniforned: troops. confirmed the presence o:f at least elements 
,~ ~;lc:.il1 JJ'·.);I:<::;<>-/iNJL. 'l.uii,t.s in the :,JUC ?H0 area_ 

(2) 2tecurrent reports cluring Vporation DESOl'u con:firrned aha :fact that 
the VC t'~C'9 usirJG w'1.torborne truffic to inf'il.trate ,med! cal. slIp,)1ies. ammunition 
.. '-"let ::l08~l~.1).;,~r 4;:;;00;;:>6 int.o the :JUC ?HO area .. , ,.Aerinl and Ground surveilance of 
:,:.he ne:2'~'~)7 '~0~'8ta.l beaches was maintained but evaeta,l areas north near MO DUC 
e.:l(:" SO~~'~ ',C, ",;).:C,:;" S4i. 'HUYl1H cauldnat offectivelT be observed from lroJ: D~,JsrG/NUI 
,;h" po f' ~,~ :', :):'l" , 

Ul ;'OC1nents captured indicatod the ;>rescnce of Main Force units and 
':lfjTH~ "'.':'T:' ':: :,~ coord.ina-ted ope rat iuJ.!s with loca.l €;'U.e;ri1las. .The poss ibi li ty 

:~ H3~_" '::'.--:c :,c;rso~-:uel reil1forcLlg Local guerillas un a. permanent ,advisory 
_,:j.:> '-'1:':.2 ,,,,,=LSC.' po·ssib1e. 

(!e) S'rn.:isJ.:."':l.teddocUmc'.1ts 1istLJd thd namos .:Jf vill.agG and ha.mlet ,;;uer-
,:,·'..'.")':l 1].'1(' el,,) 201'l.tcd va iufrastructure of :&,'JH0 i-"HU0C. ?H0 JHNR and PRO T.i1J:~ ham­

' .. 1>:>,. ~l'),~'.'J.:ur,~s ,',};eo indicuted the, stren,::;ths' of the guerillas by vi1la.g(3 and 
_~.'i:iJ.sts c, :::'.~l:JG IJGl'",onanal letters a1so indica.ted a. l.owering VC moral.e due to 
."l,;h ratos of cp,so:.l'ties and homesiokness. 

(5) It vms 'c:teterminec. by' the volUme of official corres::>onde.nce -found-.-
. ___ " _., ''t.1~-:; ~,; .... ,>b.o!..1,i,og_the.t'no"'·fewer·tha.n' three' of' the 'vo -idi~' dur'i~g--'tbe operation were 

"'±-t:'h.';:::---j'?r;Pij'r"~<.J.nt.:t.~,-=;:i:t'icn;~·'(fadr'e·s-5·r· "VC' ')ra-to'on-t50filma.nder'-s.-~ ,_-c. '''-'--''~--~< --'.' .. , ~ ''-.' -,- -- , 

(h) T'C-El..il8lated dOCULJents indi cated th.':t t vi lla{;e and ham1et. guerillas 
.... ,Q n i!l'.r: Sl.DCl o:t' :C'()Tlorting USMC recQnnaissar.ce hil.icopter inserts to Main Force 

cTSOl1'--cC)., ':.ci(: G(~ol.'(J.ina.tin& a.ttacks on the US!-lC units with Main Force units. 
,:;i'lC rAc-'<'1.,,·i,8V:UlC9 uP rs frequently were harassed and. attacked in the l:iUC PRO 
,~on ~',,·:;'L, <""3S8 · ... nits '!mre immediately extra.cted in- all cases. 'U:?on being 
jE1'~::'·C::L';:>c;(1. rega:;.'d:tAss of the degree of eaer.w contact. 

(?) G:!:',J1ill:i rocomDaissance a.nd Au siGhtings confirmed armed VO a.nd VO 
.:)()1.~l·:J ':r"L1i::: VC MSR's. Tho route running lJorth to South through the hil.ls 
, the west of' IJTJC :i:'H-J £":"ng 38 76035 to ES 785))0 used in conjunctioll with the 

.""in route running east to west thrdU€,..h 3S 7704)0. 

-, mjoo©luA~$~wn[~' 
,,---, .... -~ .. ---._--
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8. Mission. The fol1o\rlng is the mission as stated in Battalion Op Order " 
.' 1--6':': Jr::l TIn, (Rain). 7th r-farines deploys to area of l'IDI DAUjDUC. PRO/'lrIIJI lJ,ANG~ 

-'i"'-~':.c :Cili-r.I L'r,-,vince. l.~V;'; to relieve designated l;llVN forces; t~ establish and 
maintain control,'of NUl lJ.Al:JG and 1illI Diill positions; to react rapid4" to enerrw 
force's threatening DUe PRO District Headquarters; to conduct unilatera.l or 
coordinated search and destroy operations; to establish control over assigned 
T.i>..J~l; and to carry out other missions as assigned. 

9. Concept o:f Operations. The follo1oling is the Concept. as stated in Task 
Force X-R~ Uperation Plan 1-67: 

a. On D-2. Jrd Bn (Rein). 7th "1a.rines depl.oys advance party by helicop­
ter to NUl l;Zl.l.L (BS 81:38). DUO PHO (::3S 80J7). a.nd NUl: DAU (BS 8732). 

b. On D-1 deploys one ~la.toon (rein) by helicopter to relieve 2d ARVN 
:liv Lrl'antry units on NUl DANG and provides security for artill.ery and com­
munications established thereon. 

c. Conducts helicopter assau1t with two companies at H-Hour on D~ay 
vic lWI DA1:fG; initial~ conducts search and destroy operations within radius 
of three kilor.leters of J:.i'UI DANG. 

d. Un D-Da;y -deoloys 3n command group and rifle co (-) (Rein) by helicop­
ter to establish OP vicinity DUe PHO. 

e. On D-1 d"&l;lloys one rifle company (rein1 by helicopter to rel.ieve 4th 
Bn. 4th Regt. 2d ~~VN Div on NUI LAU. 

f. On D-2 assumes "responsibil.ity for TAOR.;~P.z"as indicated. 

g. Establishes and maintains control. of' NUI llAU and NUI DAl~G positions 
and surrounding areas .. prepares to react rapidly to enemy forces t.hreatening 
DDstrict Headquarters at Due PRO. 

h. Maintains two companies in mobile status to conduct daily unilateral 
OT coor'dinated search and destroy operatiOns against enenw f'orces in the 
area; pl.T~ority inttia;).J.y to area NW. Nand NE of DUe PII0 and NUl DiU~G. 

1. Plans gradual 9xoansion of area. under control to open and secure 
liigh\>f<\)T 1 wi thin TAOR. 

j. Plans and conduc~s Go~deu Fleece operations in coordination with 
Dis trict Chief. 

k. In coordinat ion vIi th iJietri ct Chief. es tablishes measures to control 
movement and activities of Vietnamese el1ga~d iu fishing and ot.her boat 
activity along the South China Sea ooast. 

1~ Periodicf-tlly conducts coordin.'3.ted operations outsi.de of the TAOR 
'fiith district and/or province forces to dany salt harvest to the enellW. 

m. " Con due t"ii mi:fitary- civio action progr'oms~"i-n coordination with dis-
trict off'icial.s. - -- ~- ' - - - ",'~~-~- ",-~--,".," -"'"-'-----',--~~" ,-

. __ s~_;:-~:-::~~-~-~ _____ ~~~_"""""'~ ;-:-:~~-:=-:::==:----=- -:--'-"'-=''''''~-~-~--=-- ~'--.:-:: --- ~~.-------..~-. ~.:::=:::::-=---~~- =-.~"" ~----=- ----

'.0, }i.!xecuti(>ll-. Jrd TIn. (rein). 7th Marines was alerted to de~0loy to the 
DLTC PHu, Q,U"u"'lfG X<1. ... I P:t:-O".rince area in mid January. Preparations for the de­
ployment began with a tactical displacement f'rom the DAl LOC. DA1:JdtJG T-iI.OR 
~o tho J:iiW :'h...NAl'iJG TAuR which waa completed 151500H Jan 1967. The batta1ion 
retained responsibility over the l~, D~~Al~~ TaOR for a~proximately one weok 
prior to administ:rR-tive displlcemcmt to Gnu LAX. and furhter tactical deploy­
ment 1-n"l>o the DUe PH0 area. vn 22 Jan. after the battalinn hn.d displaced to 
CliU LAT. <it receoivAd thA 'J'pl.sk Force up rIan 1-67 and Admin .?lan 1-67. and 
coordination with attached ar_d direct SU~p0rt units began. The following de­
tailed description of the conduct of operatiolls of Uperation lJES0Tv vla.S com­
piled from journa2s and debriefines of zro-~ commanders after the in01de ~ 
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'one U. S. Carbine. one French submachine gun; SeTe.tl chi.aoltt~Ila1iGB.,:fJ.ve 
....... --

packs. and ammunition boxes. 

(b) At 010900H ~Wxch. Co M. conducting a squad size combat patrol 
following the westward trace of the TIU~ CaU River engaged 3 VC withpacka 
and weapons et BS 807407. killing two VO (C) and capturing 1 R~sian carbine. 
one J!.1-l. and 2 c·artridge belts. 

(0) At 021l00H April, Co K. while conducting a search and destroy. 
mission along the TRbU CAU River in Grid Square 3S 7841. came upon an estima­
ted platoon of VO. During the firefight. tho enero,y manuevered toward the -
flank and rear of Co K, but were observed at BS 775413 and engaged w.ith small 
arms mortars. artillery. and UII-IE ,:,"Unships" ~~ search of the area produced 
one VO Ki.:.. (0), 8 VO KIA (p) and resulted in the canture of one M-l carbine 
and une gas liV..l.sk. 

(d) At 0211000 April, Co M :ooving into blocking posi tioD "lin, 
support of a sweep by Co K. received sniper fire from the fortified bal:llet of 
T1I.:P .AN" lTi.J~. :ES 805415. An artil.l.ery mission cau.ght .5 VC in the open and 
resulted in 3 VC KIA {p). Purs~ng the enemy. Co M again made contact at 
021545 with 4 va at BS 789419. Two more VO KIA from small. arms fire were 
c.)ni"irmed. 

(e) At 030845 Co j<'! observed an estimated 35 va wEk'l.ring green uni­
f'orma \;'i th packs and \'i6ap011s traveling west in groups of 4 and 5 at BS 
805414. BS 805414. [l,.l"d 3S 813415. Taking them under f'ire with smal.l arms .. 
au tomat ic ';reapons. arti llery ancl fixed "ring. 24 va KIA (p) were recorded. 

(:t) Three sightiogs were made on J Apr'il. by a reconnaisance unit 
'·.locateel at BS 68)5. Seven VC KIA (p) Were recorded when a 155mm barrage was 
C?lled in on them at TIS 691353. Heavy -foliage prevented assessment of artill 
ei-y: missions c""lled. in on one squad of VC in bfown and khaki uniform with 
pnci-:::s a:-Jd r if 10" 8. t 3S 682359 and TIS 6883.59. 

(g. On 4 April. acting upon iuformat.ion v.)lunteered by a local" 
vill1l.r~er to District O','srational Intelligence: Center. a platoon size patrol 
fro:-.! Co L located. a cOl:I1i\n.l:d detonating 250 Ib anti-personnel mine on the 
"r<a:fugoe trail" at :38. 791384. iI.. Vietnames0 male refugee V"ol.untaril¥ agreed 
to ;)'i<:'. in the search for the DOJ.:lO. After discovering t.he bomb. he cut the 
cor.,mand wire which led to u ~..3.mlet. JOO meters aw~ a.t DS 789318J.. Engineers 
theu d8stroyed the bomb. 

(h) iI. VC ambush was effectively th'''arted on the morning of 6 April 
::y 11. pln.tcKln size patrol :from Co M at TIS 813405. The point fireteam fired 
upon wheAt was a-;;;;areiltly a VO sentry, killing him, causing the ambush to be 
p:r.",=turel;jr epTUni_:. The patrol thoD received a.utomatic weapons fire from a 
squ.~d of 7G !?t HS 81240.5 and TIS 809"}08. While one squad laid down a base of 

- fi).'e ... the po-i.nt-squad pres'sed the 'a.ttnck Oy':fire and maro;;m.ver againsttlie 
&-:Jbush elemeLt. The aggressive tactics of' the patrol and the excellent cov­
orago of the area b'J artillery caused the VO to break cOJ:itact leaving 3 VC. 
KIA (C). i1:u'suit by the -patr0l resulted in no further contact but a 155mm 

. ,~.,.:,;;~~~+l 9:eyi,se;i ,.:oL_~~ a!~,~::~l)~_~~::_~~O~llt~_-~~~~-w~~:-q:i_S~(l.V~~~~:,~~~"~: '= ""~~::'~. -~::' =-__ ,'~ 
.if il.t 0517.50H a firetearn 0.2. at 3S 843:366 f';;;;; c~ G/2/'l- tri-pped 

a l05wo artillery shell. devised as au anti-personnel miDe. As a urrl-IE 
med-evac helicopter hovered over the LZ at :as 841.J6'7. A L"!.rge eJqll::sion 
occurecl under the helicopter causing it to disintergrate. While rushing to 
aid the wounded,. nnrines 0'£ Co G 2/7 tlilipped another large explusive device 
at BS 844367. a search of the area disclosed a 300 meter length of comm 
wire lerulizlg f'r0ffi the LZ to a ca:'le field at :as 846367. indicating the ho11-
coptel' \.a3 destroyecl by a command detonated bomb. Analysis of both craters 
sh,;wod th:l.t the '3x::)losives used we~e at least 250 Ib bombs or larger. USMC 
ca:aual t ice Vlere 10 KI.8.. 'lnd 13 WI.t... . 

(j) While snipin,z incide~l:'s continued near the t.erminatiun 0'£ 
vperatiol1 DESJr0. the VC seemed to pl..'l.ce more emphasis OD anti-personnel 
mines. Most d(nic0ls "iere dud 105 artillery shells and 2.50 l.b boobs. some 
rigged with trip wires; others were capable of beine eo~~and detonated. 

{I 
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Information Provincial Reconnaissance Units indicnted the VO were armed 
'with automatic weapons. local villagers were forced to "be3.l' their m:llTIuuit­
ion~ and twelve re'coilless rifles were used. in the attack. 

(bJ.--b.cting on an intellip:e;'lce rep:.)rt ;fro!":l DUe PliO District that 
stated. a small va unit ' .. as hiding inc'a cancf1 eld at 38 831349. e1eoents of 
Co G scarched the area killing one VC KIA (C). dotaining one VC. and. cap­
turing one U.S. Carb:i.:c~:: .. 

( 1) At 271420H March. the USS Ozbourn (DD 846) lyiDG off'shO.1'e 
north of l~L CUA received a~proximate1y 18 rounds of recoilless rifle fire 
fron YC p')sitLms at :3S 83:5427. s'~~l)Orting arms were brought to bear on the 
VC positior::.s. There was no dADage to the! destrc;yer. 

(j) un 27 lofarch, Co Ii: conducted a search Rnd destroy operation 
of DOl\fG 'I'HUONG. vicinity of ilS 8ll-5354; too Victna.mesG vi~lase chief a..,d 
!latione.~ p'olice represontives accoI:1}"'!1.nied Co Ie on the oT.leratioD. Co G 2/7 
established ',lockinC positions to the west aml both ground and airborne 
psywar -orondcasts were nade; villagers ,(lere ,.,arned that USMC forces had 
surrounded. the ha:r:Jlet and trot they were to rer.Jain in th8 area near their 
hc'uscs. When VC suspects "IIlere seen s lippino§'; in to the water {:;)lJ'i :u..M BIW} 
vicinity of :as 839.350. they wore warned again by fire and luudspeaker. 
While screening the DONG ThlUU~ vil1a~ers. illiti~l~. Co K apprehended J 
dctainec]s. Continuing its S~1eep. Co Ie ,,~pprehendect 13 suspected VC hiding 
in nt.'unker at BS 842351. MovinA~ southeast. searching the "bank of the 
prOJ;,ontory • .3 "lOre suspects we!'8 ,~etaiuec.. UH...,IE helicopters supPGrting the 
oper8.tions ·by observation, noted ap"~roxiIlk"'tely 30 VC hiding in the shallo,"1' 
\lInter and sW:,\AP area at TIS 845340. They ,.,ere observ8<:l tinder water breathing 
through banboa 3.EQ canouf'laged with the !'JOSS; they 0.180 used. s'='-!I!p,:,.ns for 
hiclirv; places. The helicopters strafed thct....Y:9_~~~tJJ£~~o..~~"lt2 
f'.lrce theD tow£l,rd shore. .':..fter ee.ch strafing run s:.lme VO returned to shore 
lli'Ft -1,ier'B--C"l":j"Jturo<r"'1:i"y<d2i K. 'l'his l")rocess continued until. all. the VC were 
either killed or captured. .boS a resu~t. 23 VC were killed' and a. total uf 
30 TfC flUlshed. fro;;] their col1ceal-ed pos it i ~ns. The preliP.linary interro,§;a.-
t Lm of 49 ci.0iiainees a;::tprehendod f'r:Hil tho act i;:m resulted in ident i,;fx..J3.~ 
!;w.:;;l.J~t a'-';",;:t,~~,~~~ , . .2.~J~ ... :rlW,J?A'Jo:i,j;.i~aJ...~.c<c .. clre ancl J6 civil defendents. All 
:;-:-,"" . .:::.",.:; ':;;api;uredor kj.1J.<'>'" ...... n .. o '':;£ .",1,1it9 .. -r::<T El.£G .• ","",l.l,-f"ed and in excellent 
:pi>;r:3 i08.1 C::llld.i t ion. 

(k) On 30 Mc"trch Co G 2/7 r:lvvine to establish nightirne positions 
v.t 3S 767J70 clurill~~ a search and destroy operaticln west of 1WI D~. receiv­
eli a ho''''v,y v·.)luDe of sT;la.ll ar;";"lS fire fror.l approxim8.tely JO VC in concealed 
~0si ti',us at BS '766364. The leailllog Ellements of: Co G engaged the VC at band 
gre:: .. itcle ralli=e, l::illil',!; 1+ ve (e) Q,nc1 5 ve KIA (B). While searching urea after 
tbe VO brDi<:e c ,Jictact an(~ fl.;, d hit (:) the fo liage. Co G' captured one M-l rifle. 
011e U.S. CartlLlO. one ]JAR. cartridge belts, a-:L'TlUniti')n. n:tiscellanious itens 
uf eq:ui'pnGHt c.n:l nUT'ler0US dOcuDents. .Artillery and fixed-wiug strikes were 
directed ~Hl like].y VC escape ruutes. 

(1.) At 301905E March, Co G 2(7. utilizing fixed-wing strikes in 
support of its :TIC)V8f'18nt to niGhti"18 positic)ns £ollowing the action described 
i.] p~:l.ragraph (i) a.b'YTe, s1;1.ffereLl four KIA, a.nd ],9 WIA when an attaclt aircraft. 

~~~(~~~~~:'~~~~by ~":=~~~c~,_?-~~pl'C"~J~r?<::lce~~-::c~an~5';::~:P:c.:i:~f?",poS::i:t:io~ __ 'z,;C':':" .. ,' '~C-: :--=":~-.. ' 

~.. On 7 April, with the relief of 3/7 1s responsibility of the DUe PHD 
TA~ by ULqits of the 1st Ca~~lr,y Division (Airmobile). the battalion termin­
ated 0pere"tion DEsvrO. Several significant events occured in the latest 
ph3.se of the ODera t ion whi ell were as follows: 

() un G1u30OB., a reconnais'3.nce Uni t of 19 men at ~s 771395 observed 
a.n estimated ~2-15 va probing their position. During the engagement. that 
Iollo'>J8d tho u;:lit receiv(~d. 16 :fragmentation grenades and fire fr0n:t small arms 
inc1u,iin,?; l).t 1e:3,st .3 automatic wenpo:ls. 2 of Which '''ere 1,)cated to the Hit; 
and one to tile HE of their nosi tion. tiith continuous ill.urninat.ion being pro­
vided "by f1.rti~le:;.'Y au<l lJaval Gunfire. the reconnaisancG unit turned back the 
assault with small arms and urti11ery. .A search of the area a.t first light 
showed. 15 va KIa (0) anc'. 6 VC KI.ti. 0;». It is sii~nificant to note that runong 
the enemy weapons c.:1:oture(l was a N-16; 0ther weapons 'were: one IvI-14. Olle :BAR 
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853J~ f!;&~, ~~U ~~ei'f:"l.r1.f:!.e and eq~pm~ut; " ('0 X. p~v;i.d~g o'l;lSEl?' .... 

Va.liQ,·XJ;, i2i~iil;}r~~!. ~\llit;.':t,.pr.·~£I.lI!.".W ••. t Qi, 1-1"11. I OUA. IU. ~co.v!ilr~4 ~ ;'~Qe ~~che 4ur""il!-.g' 
s.'YJ)W>ia$ ~~~~ ~ :a~p'q~ ~t~t.VQ ~t ~s8lfi,2'8i. '.~he :I";I,~t;i! wa.s li!~o~e4 
b$ O:a,~~:ilis. ti\!_·~ ... ~al..!L~c.~ ~j;~ sa.cks.·· Q;q.)!" wllich ~t~J:" 
oce~':l~¢~:j.'t*(i..u$',f'-,Q, ~::W.4 ~J!)l~,i~1,·~'1;t~.aea.i"ea fl,IlQ. dSfi\t,,:rQ.Y oper fi\.1;ions ip 
t]:1(i1~~~S$~t.h.,ilt't ~ ttt~,. 'ilil.' ~ ~~ _.)~iJD9.t13d Pl,a,tQ9I\. 

t 
eftfC' WO '~-e:. ~~"'~~Il ~.1.+elmet.§l _lJ 'WM ",~' I?-~N with 7 .. 6;:mm 

'. rU.llilB-. ~1f~~ ~M " . "b~~'Q:rita,~h~~~~»:t. ,~,~~ :1\, ki:1-J.ed 4 VO 
' .. ~ ~e¥~? 'f~ ~Ji ,>~,a f); tl'~~~~(lI.3-c:.l1S ~"~. 

. .... (b) '~i.o~t~. $M1i~~t_~1;,.e -tea;!lt.~ 4 :squad (SJ.etW 
_pa.t~J. &i!. C& I s~:v!l.I!'eq:~. ~'~' '.JI)j(!' ve .~~, 'Q~ ·t,il.tfflS OOl!J2.:3~. . 

~¥,1'l,~.1;~~l71'~A~;f.~ ,.@$a~~1i~" ~ y.o:~f,'t~Q lA\iM~ ,.:i.,x VC.n4 «f), 
'Witillrl ~~~mll. bg-:Q.1l ~~~:~ ~!t'~J;ftt~ re1lla1!aillg VO _,~ ~o.nta.!::t ap.1!, 
,ni$.$.:,tBt'@ ~h area •. , 

.' i' (.;) .;;.t~9':"bomp~ ~weepQt the ·V~~: (1) ~ {t} ~J.~t 
O~I:'tl'l,EQ;:'ri.~U·J:/.tty ):$' .B3Ja reB\J.lt~ ia.I·'f@: ;u (d) IUl4 '5 VO~ .(p)". ifj' . 
~Ch~ &J.ame9:'t1:(-$1'C~,1{ ~~Q~;,t1¥1 :W;.e:1JO~_~ ~,~a a,l.J64· ~eceive"-4P.9r,~t~q 
,0.0 r~,d,,· « ilI~*l~:§'t·);;,".f.ir~~'M.p~1!~liI:4,. ,#'TC in fort;~f~4: 'Pf.JsiU&Q' .. 
,¢o.J[ G~~W;j;h~VO' ,tQ:t<e~ ~~:p7'i'Jse:~ :t,nItl'Ms·~U' t.hro~b. the pos:J,.t;:lon 
ltil.+~" :v-e.~ (,e,:} .. ~~~:j;.~ 19 '~j;·C_ gl"~l1.~. ~~:ts.azLd one .0$, . 
Cat'lnll~ • 

. '" .(.4) ~tU~.a.~~~~'l lit ,c..,r. .f.~~~ :v~ .'!1Ij,PCl' , 

~~1>~~~=~~r.;~e::=::;J ~;~;; ~~~.' !i,ta~ ~~ ,W/U • ,lwnlfit ~U~ 
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.;-0 lr-~-~~jJ. " 
F i' sQatieaea.. li10 -i;~tA pattern of narrat ive is established. By the very nature o~ 

t' the enemy encountered OD the operation and th~ir reacti on to attacks. pat-role. 
, and searches. the importance and signi£icance of the dai~ search and destroy 

)., operations decreased as the operation progressed, i.e. with few exceptions. 
initial operations Were. much more signi£icant than later operations. Details 
offered in the following narrativo,~harefore. are more concentrated for aar~ 
phas.es of the operation than for 1a.tter phases. Subparagraphs are labeled in 
chronological order. Thus, they general~ conform to the reLative significan­
ce of the actions a;,d event.e_ There lI?era mo.ny·incidsnts during Operation 
D£SOTO that wore cousidered re~tive~ inSignificant at the time of occurance 
and consequent~ are absent from of£icial records; nothing of significance. 
h)w<3ver. has been ucrecorded. 

(1) D-l, 2?Jau6? Co L (-) and Battery ~ (-). 3rd »ni lith Marinos 
exocuted helilift from the ~UAl~~ N~AI LSA to lluIDAN~ to relieve designated 
,&/:V,N' units on position. Aircraft rpported receiving sporadic snlJ)er fire. 
3rd :an (-). 7th Mar'ines displaced by !!Iotor march to the Qu.tJ;rG l1GAl ~4 

(2) D-Day, 28Jan6? C':) M, followed by the remainder of Co ];,. and the 
-nainboCly of the battalion including coouand group and attachments executed 
hollc=>pter ass:l.ult to LZ vicinity NUI Dlill~a.t 080OH. The helicopter Uft was· 
cocpletcd at 1135R with the arrival of Co I. All units received sporadic 
sn:iper fire :troe the periphw%7 of lIhe LZ (vie BS 815J9S). During dqlie"ht 
hours Co L and B&S Co personnel repDrted receiving sporadic sniper fire froD 
soveral c'Jneealeci positions vic ;;,f 1000 HUI DAN~ perimeter. Co M moved north­
east :trULl the LZ to secure the obJectivo hac1et Qf TBRUONG S.i.lm and received 
spora.clic but continuous sniper fire 'from aeveral VC posi tiona. Continuing. 
tho attack. Co M caneuverod one pla~on and the command group to the west 
side of the SOUG QPAN to poaitims ticinity BS 82(39) (TAN: TU (2» where the 
unit becawe eng,agad with an undeteroinednuober of VC in well-concealed. 
mutual~ supp0rting. fortified bunkers. Using suppurting arms extensiveq. 
Cc) }of pressed the att.ack tJ BS 822:394, where heavy- vol.une of ellEIII=7 fire from 
the nvrth and n:l1"theast i.Q.c~ng •• .50 caliber fire. prec1uded the evacuation 
by helic'Jpter of wounded oarinee trom open areas. Co M finally evacuated. 
frie!ld~ casualt:ies to a Secure LZ under cover of darknGss. ~~d repositioned 
units for a night defense west. of tho SOHG QUAN. CO 1 reported lit;ht sniper 
contact during the daov in its a.dvance to night -positions vic VINH BINlif" (1) 
(BS 806391). Na.val. Gunfire, arti~~er.v and fixed-wing strikes were directed 
00 the fortified w.mlat of TAN TU (2) during the night in preparation for 
conti:wuation of the- attack by Cos M and I 00 29 Januar,v. 

(3) D*l ~ Jan 67. Co K exeeuted it!! helif'l1f't to WI DAU to 
relieve tl::.9 ctosigniated ARvn unit on position. During mOTemeot from pes­
:'t;.touo 1n vnm BINH (1) DS 806'91 eastward. across the SONG qUA». Co 1 coo­
tin~l~ reQQ~ved spora.dic but QOCur~te Bniper fire from se#era,l concea1ed 
VC positions to the' north and east. Pr0saj.ng the att:ack. Co I seized TAN TU 
(1) (vic BS 816398), finding the body of' ooe VC KIA (C) enro~e. At 091SH. 
a Provincial Reconnaissance Unit directed attack aircra~t on two groups 
of ar~edVC moving northward on trail at BS ?84)40reeulting in ? VC KIA (C) 
and 11 VC KIA (p). Co M. recOI1!laiteredt;he southern hank of the SO~rG ~ 
fur. fording sites d\lring the morning--and.wa:s adv.isedby i·tsK1t, Carson 
Scout. a1at.achment that. Co 1. IS approach t.o TJON TU hamlet wou~d. be the least 
vulnorable tu ene~ fire. At lOSSH Co Kls Naval Gunfire Spot Team. observ­
ing from an OP on l:l1!I DAU ... directed.l~av:a.~.gun:rire aeajn~.t 17 armed. VC at 

. :-:o_~=~:~~:.~}!~{f~;~~~!r~J~\~;ft~~fr~:i~!~1:f~=:!~:!!;:~:r~'"=~~';'o 
southern f1ank near the HAl MON hamlet complex~ ~S 831395. and VC pOSitions 
in the 'I'ilN TU (2). 3S 820395. haI!llet area. but Co M pressed the attack. 
Searching the west bank of the SONG QU.i.N. CO M found 2 VC lUI.. (e) from 
napalIci strikes. DurUlg eo foP'& :rilovement into the objective hamlet, lead. 
elenents were cQntinual~ subjected to VC harassing and sniper fire. uBual~ 
from long railge; and perioC'.ica.lly burst s of .50 cali l:>er fire were exper­
denced. Cos M and I cODDleted the search o£ the haDlet complex and con­
solidated positions for a night defense at BS 822403. 
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D-·plU! 2 '30 Jan 67. At 30005 Jan. Co M and· Co I occUW'ing poa­
.it:ions in &>. :sum (3S 82240). received six incoming 6emm mortar rounds 
fr·om VC positions to the no:rtheast. 8lmm. l05mm and lTGF, delivered a.ga.inst 
likO~ VC positions was immediate and effective. and no further rounds 
WC3re received. Co M continued its thorough searches and used demoli~ons 
to d.estroy" VC fortifications in TAN TO' hamlet; in two contacts the c0-
mpany k11led one VC KIA (0) and .J va KIA (p). At BS 823402 a Co M pa.trol 
found a VO land: mine • which inclUded 500 pounds of'Cttt Inlfiipnel, 
700 po S 0 rge uncut metal piece,!., one . __ .§ 

t~les. ""IIIrn~O!;t~bMJ}}JDa~ • ....J>L..a;y,,","~_~_q,l.9~~..::t~=~:rm:>~,C;;S. The 1 
items werePb~ographed and destroyad-.·· 00 I continued the a.ttack to the 
southeast at 094.5H after preparatory- fires ",ere delivered against ·suspected 
VC locations vic BS 834405 and vic BS 832397.. Prep fires included I05mm 
and .5-inch naval Gunfire. AtlOl.5H. Co I began encountering continuous 
hen~ sniper fire from the HAL MON b3mlet complex vic BS 8)0395 as the lead 
elements advanced.. Co I directed na;palm and .500 pound bombs strikes along 
with UH-lE supryressive fires against euemy positions located from BS 
a3lJ98 to 829392. Support also included 81mm and 106mm from Co LiS pos­
itions on nUl n..:.NG. At llOOH~ .51 rounds of 105mm were delivered on VC in 
a trenchline; the AO on station· confirmed q. VO KIA. Just prior to the 
fire missions, one Un-IE was forced down at the battalion CP by battle 
damage. By 1330H, Co I wes bogged down in deep rice paddies just west of 
tho El,l MON fortified ~~mlet. in close contact *ith an unknown size VO 
force in concealed positions. The situation remained essential~ the 
Same ur~il 1655R when, after the decision was made ~o repOSition Co I 
westward because of ammunition shortage and iTppending darkness. the VC 
took Co I under heavY fire. including .50 caliber fire. from four direct­
ions. VC firing pos i tions included BS 803403-. BS 8Jl.J97T BS 828394 and 
BS 828)92. Co Its position was located at BS 82539.5 and extended north­
east. Co M moved to a ryosition to the east of Co I. redistributed ammu­
nition to CD I and supported its ropositioning b~ fire; H&S Co sent out 
an overland patrol. with a.mmu:.:Jition resupply for both Cos I and M, At ns 
823400. Co lIS Bravo Command Group was unable to move due to ammunition 
shortage. wounded on ~~nd and enemy fire from the north. Fixed-wlng attacks 
with 500 pound bombs and ue.pa.JJ:::t. and 1.D5mm Howitzer artillery missions 
,mre ~irected to cover Co'Z~a repositioning, while Naval Gunfire was 
delivered. agni.:.1st enerrw pas-It ions on the lJorth bank of the SOUG TRA CAU. 
Duo to tho WC3t, muddy terrain. Indiats displacement was very difficult. 
Co M secured a casualty collection point and landing zone vic BS 823400. 
Co I consolidated its caa~~lties at approximate~ 20QeH. Ked~oal evacuat­
ion was cc)mp1eted by 22000. Co· M and Co I consolidated pOSitions for the 
nig'ht. De..mage assessment of the HAl MON bamJ.et complex was approximately 
60 per cent destructim by ~ rockets and ..l.25-.5-inch shells from !lava.l. 
Gunfire. 485 rounds 105mm HE rounds, lOS. w.P rounds and approximately 
40 to SO tons of fixed wing ordnance. 

(5) D plus 3 31 JanuajY. Co M continued observation of VC movements. 
In the vicinity of h\ll DbU hi11 complex, VC were taken under fire with 
small arms I ki lling one VC lUi .. (0) and one va KIA (P); the NGF observation 
post also engaged VC fortifications .in area. Co M continued a.deliberate . 

~~ .. -... ~'~. ·~fe!l'fefi=ortne-·T.:ut·""'lftr-fu.mlet~~co ntl:,lex 8.i:iddlscove'fe-(i -an·' eleva. iing andtmver-:;· 
sing mechanism from an M-60 machinagun and. a canteen with a. lI s tar"1! imprint. 

·'t~6atlo~~~~~kii~~tt~;~:~;fgEi1~-d~rli~~~t~;;~,t?'tho~~t~bWEL~iiJ~eiO-,~.~---~- -
complex. At 2200H the battal.ion CIP and Ls .. t .. area CaI!le under simeul.taneous 
small nros &1d 60mm mortar rounds from suspected locations vicinity BS 
9\::-·403 p..no. Cf)mucted a heavy probe of the perimeter~ The perimeter defense 
turned back the VC attack. kill.ing two VC (C) and three va KIA (p); 8lmm 
cuwriier-mortar concentrations and lOSmm concentrations were del.ivered 
A.GCl.inst possible va ex:filtration routes as the VC force broke contact a.nd 
,n:'j~'_l<_!·CW. Contact could not be regained.. Captured equipment indluded two 
':::ov:i.e i ; rifles. several grenades. and bamboo stachel charges. Evidence 1n­
c1.:l.ea;!;ud. tl">..n.t the attack h.-3.d been led by" a sapper-ty"pe unit. 

(6) ],.-7 Feb!"lk').:rx. Search and destr;oy operation~ in the mIl D.r.NGjDUC 
PliO B.!"·ea co.':'t inued with enemy" co ntact varying from light to heavy. Co L 
cor:.duc (.bJ. au ci·i;;;c\ck ou the fortified hamlQt complex of .AN ~C. vic BS 

.-~~- -,.~:--=?-.---- .---.---~,~--~. -~-~----~~~~~~~¥!~!J-~ 
9 __ -_ .. / 
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I:~D~!J!'ID~ c. L ~ducted a Mll __ ~~i~U1t .... iOS the 
Hii.I MON hamlet complex and Hill 26 vic BS 833396.-Reconna.issance units 
continued to report frequent ene~ move~ent of var,ying size to the west 

:",- -

of DUC PHO; artiller,y was directed against such targets with good results. 
Frequent sightings by ground and aer~l observers were engaged qy support­
ing arms with equal~ good results. 

Co M. occu.pying pos i ti ons vic BS 822503, came 'Under a coordinated. 60m1n----, .. -
mortar and sapper attack at OIOOSH. This same position received se~ 
incoming grenades at 9l22.50li. A search of the area found 2 VC KIA (a) 
wearing USMC flak jackets, homemade charges, some packed with c-4.a.nd 
many Chicom and U .. S. frag grenades. J..t Ol0400H, Go M. sustained one KIA 
and 11 UIiI. from t\'lO 2,50 pound bombs, apparently dropped from friendl;lr 
aircrai't: of. unknown origin. 

From 1-3 February, Co L experienced moderate sniper fire While cond­
ucting sezrch and destroy op"rations in the AiT LAC complex southeast of 
l~I D~~G. Co L found fortifications wld approximately 100 toms of rice 
stored in several locations throughout the hamlet. 00 M 31s followed Co 
L in trace mid used demo~itious to affective~ destroy the bunker systema 
The rice .. Tas bagged and moved by ~ocal. Vietnal:lese and he~icopters to a 
storage area in the vicinity of the :buc PRO District Headq:ua.rters. 

00 ~. conducting dai~ search and destrqy operations from positions 
on 1'IlJI DAU, similarly encountered extaus'ive VC bun"~er s,vstarns and fort­
:[:fications in hamlets to the east. west 8..'1d north of :mJi DAU. Heavy supp­
orting aros "rere used against these positions. heavily damaging the empl.a.ce­
menta and fortifications in THUY THACH (1) r BS 864328, and the qpY THIEN 
haolet complex, vic BS 8.54338. BS 8773343. and BS 879339. 00 M patrol.s in the 
T~l TU hamlet area made dai~ contact with snipers andkil.led several va who 
tried to ~~aa approaching USMC forces a In one contact, a squad size patrol. 
inserted during dayl.ight hours on 4- Feb, killed :3 VC KI.b. (C) just prior tc 
darkJ:I<;:SS <'a.ad ~pt;ut'<>iL. ~ ...J:-',Ul--Sov1"-'t. A.."'='l1.1,1:t, r'1:f"le and misce11ansous 
e'lu.ipl:lsnt.. Fo~lowiLg ext8nsive prepa.ratory fires cn 1Ii.11 26 and the fort­
ified hamlet of' lild fiiOH. v;icinity BS 831395. 00 M/3/5 received sporadic 
.,30 caliber machine ,gun fire and several row1.ds of 57mm fire from VC: pos­
itions on lIDI CUb. vic BS B!l-9)91.~ ..ii.t auproximately the same time, sampans. 
carrying 25 to )0 armed ve, fled the haolet north across the SONG TRA CAU. 
Fixed wing napalm strikes and small arms fire from Co m/3/7 located on 
hill mass vic 138 82240) accounted for 1 va KIA (c) and 26 va KIA (p); air 
&"ld Haval Gunfire against the InrI CUk positions resulted in 4 VC KIA (C). 
Co M/J/5 and Co L found an extensive bunker system and fortifications in 
IL-.l :.fOH. but bacl. no further contact • Hill 26 at 13S 83439.5 was discovered 
tu be honeycoooed with caves and turmels. Extensive demolitions were used 
to destroy these cOI:li,lexes. Psywarfa.re broadcasts and leaflet drops were 
directed agaL'1s t targets north of the sonG TRA om. opposite the &1 MON 
area. 

DurLng 1-7 Fab, AOs and OPs directed supproting arms against targets 
of opportunity and accounted for 7 VC KIA (C) and 61 VC KIi.. (p). In addition. 
::'C'conuaisaance observa.tion posts operating on the western peripher,y of the 
,battalion TAOR. called several fire missions against observed VC movement 
and accounted for 20 VC KI ... (C) and 28 VC In.£,. (p). 

(7) 8-12 Febraary. During th~ T~ truce _REll'iQa .• YC.fpr.c,e,a:,inl tiat­
:GG.,S:l;xo<sepa:raee'vi·o'lli'tions--agains1;~secur[ti~pn.tr;is in the roc PHO area .. 

--- ---:.-~ --.: -~k~''""708:tJ3 OHt~-a---s~~w.-d"'s-1;-2fe:.: e~emen--t~-;f::..:co:--M ~pa-t-r-o-:b-j:i'Dg--we's1;wa:rd~ -waa-- ·twa.-ken---- -~~---- -- -. 
unael' semi-autonntic "reapons fire from an undetermined number of VO in 
l'ortified positions at BS 798402. A'l.:fter the VC maneuvered in an attempt to 
flank the patrol, small arms ~ld supporting arms were directed a§ainst the VC 
:CorcGs. vlhon the va contihued to press their advantage. a. reaction force 
fro:t\ Co H/31s ass~ulted .AU TRUOUG (2) hamlet af'ter fixed-wing napalm 
strikes were directed against the VC positions~ Under the cover o£ supp­
orting arms and the Co ilij/3/5 assau1t. the squ!'.d patrol extracted its cas­
ualties~ The VC broke contact. Result of action: 2 VC KIA (0). 9 VC KIA 
(p). 2 USMC KIA, and 2 USHC ~iJlJ; .. a 

1.0 
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~I'> ... "\"l-~~ ,~" fU) (\'\ C;""IJ-M p ..... t: .... .,[ ,::·~c¢i'll: e. li;::lt va sniper fire from tho 
~~ ~ ha.rr-j,~~ Cit~;~ •• o l/J Or,)KO C:Juti::.ct; there;) wero no cosu.o.ltios. On 
1.0 .h'eo. a. sir..:lilial;' SGcurity pa.trol. 'I:l~s ongaged "by an ostimatod S to 6 man 
VC f0rcCl in MI NuN hamlet. ..a"tor recoiving 50 ruunds of small· arms fire. 
tho squad broke cOllt·a.ct.. On l.l Fab,Co K l.ocal. patrols neo.r lIDI DAU twice 
oncou.utored cne:iW sniper fire; they returned small. orns fire aD.ch tiDe and 
a.CC.:.l~tod. fJr 1 VC XI..:~ (?). .: .. Co M patrol at TIS 830300 ca~e under ~ire on 
11. Fob fron ];0 VC crossing tho S0l>fG Ta.i CAU. The patrol. roturnod 1"J.re and 
killod 2 VO KLi. (:p); the rOJ:laining 8 VC ':Jroka contact a.ud flod into a 
tr o01i.n0 on tho south oa..'1.1:: ill ILl-I MJ1;r hAl:J1.et. 

(8) 1)-23 Fobru~.· Scarch und destroy opera.tions continuad otter 
t~ T::JJl truce "lith Co ~vj/3/5 £\.nc. Co K conducting opGrations cast of NUl 
n.:~U in c::mjunction "lith n be.c.ch survey by UDT persannel·. Cos 1 and L 
conductect search ·and. destroy operations of the AN Li~C and AN TRUONG ha.I!Il.cit 
e-Qqplexos south '''''ld southeast of 1mI D.i.NG Oot-:ra.inst 1ight to modera.te Snipei' 
fire. Co N: continued to patr:)l and destroy bunkers :l.nd fortifications in 
tho S_. 1JHH aroa. 13S 822403 , '.r~J:l TU l:Ia.r.:11ets and the illI MJN/Hill 26 area 
a.tjainst frequ,mt but light contact. On 15 Feb. Co M/3/5 c.:luducted a -recon-
1nfo~c~ northWard along Eighw~ le Heavy VC sniper fire was racaived from 
C.Deoy PJf. i tions in the .w1 NLlil b..-ualcts t vic Grid SqlUrcs 7840 and 7941. . 
't1±th 011tos delivering l.056;:1· Ri'l"Suj?pllJriJ:Ig fires~ CO M/3/S pl.!ossod the as-
32.ltlt to the vicini'~y of the 'bridge at :i3S 793409; the VC broke contact 
anti. :,:'lod t,..> the west as <-, .. s a.ir 'strikos interdicted their moveoent., On 
1.J Ed",;, Co Maud CO M/3/S established blocking positions on the south bank 
')i' the S0fiG ~l£Ll. C~ .. U vic is.l~ Ti.1U0NG (2). DS 797403 and TAN :JINH. vic BS 
315:';":;1. evs L and I Lc·o..'ldod north of tho river '!:)y helicopter after exteb­
sivs vrep firos. Six u£ nine CH-46 aircraft received non-seri~us battlo 
dru3nge fr~rn s8all arDS fire near the landing zones at DS 817413 and TIS 
811413. !.wsults 'Jf the helicopter assault: 3 VC KIA Ip) D..Ild 1 VO KIA· 
(0) ~ ~.\oth CO M/3/S a.:1G. Co M reportod VO fleei1.ng the objective area in a 
,gc!-:cr.::.l1y l!:)Gt~l,) .. !"d d~.rGction .::l.long the trace of the S()I'9GTR.:~ CAU. Tar­
gats \'loro enc.o.g3cr in .:::..i..:'. ~:'.S:JG , .• !:;. th both sretall a~s Q.Ud supporting aros 
end rcsult.ed in 9 VC l~L. (C) and 30 VC lCLA. (?). Cos L and I encountered. 
sporadic sniper fire dnriub' a.ss3.ults on TliUY T:aIEU (1) and liN THUONG (2) 
OO;;11.6ts along tho north bank of tho SJl'IG T~li~ C~·.u. Co M/3/S repasi tioning 
to :tlUI DlufG. acc::>uated :f.)r 10 VC rffil (p) as a result of air strikes against 
th£:, '::'lif BUIll ho.Ic!lot a.ren n Cos L and I continuod doH.berate search 8ld de­
';li;ruy operaticJlls ',l03st',:a:,,'d al()llg the north bank of the SONG TRL;' CAU to 
D0:crG r~UAJ:J (2). BS 797416 and T .. -J> ~U:1 i'IAM. 3S 800420. During the subsequent 
""l~'epS of T.U? .1li ~l-:.. .. M. UffiJrC ,s;round forces aud su')?porting hel..icopters were 
b u.'"},j;)cte(l te> extelosivc snipor fire from va pas itions wi thin t.he hamlet. 
area. Duns;:) :folin.co concoaled -vm l.l.-canstructed spider traps and en trench­
aonts t:,rour:;hout the WQIGt area a.nd made it extreme~ difficult to loc-
e..to the snipGr positions. lU~~ttime va a.ctivity included frequent grenade 
pro'::!es. The operations in TAP ... · .. Ii l~Ai"i extended the ·battalion.lssphere of 
L:.lflu0nCe in the DUe PRO .area of operations to a ·point approx1ma.te:Qr 5.000 
Dotars uorth of NUl D.L~i~O. \Signi£1cantly. USMC scout/snipers. 8I!1ployed 
·JY al.l units,. proved to be an effective counterJ:leasl.11"e to long range VC 
sniper :q.re. VC who fled fricc<N.Y patrols wore engaged by the scout snipers 
fr~:o pre""Planned vautn.ga points)! Prior tv i$8 administrative displacemeot 
t·,) C1.W LAI on 23 Feb,. Co. M/JiS conducted a recounaissllJ'lce-in-i"oroe _we~~ 
of Highway 1 io. ~he _Yi.cini ty:·oof- . ....l'l -lUNEfO) .. • 13S 166404iandVINH-LAC (j) ~ 
~JS~78JJ96~ Exteusive supporting arms were directed against VC semi-auto­
matic and o.utooatic waapons positions •. _Sma.J.l_e:r~._ .~~o~tl!nJ.p~z:._fi~~ .• _ 

.- a~id lo6lriruLir fire; -t0gG~herwi t;h air support; effectively suppressed the 
va fire$ Co L exploited the contact 00 the southern flank 1n the vicinity 
of the juuction of the railroad tracks and the steam complex at DS 788386. 
':'{osults of 00 L ned Go M/3/5 actions: 6 VC lai.. (0). Co M extended its 
c~or.lba.t pa.trols to the north side of th8 S0NG T:aA. cJ..rr to gain firm control 
o'7cr T:i.1i1Y TRIEU (1) When Cos L and I displaced to thevicint.~ of NUl 
D.i,)TG. In one ~noUllllter. a squ'3.d pai:rol accounted for 4 VC inA (C). and 
3 VO KII;. (pY in a. brief out cl.ose contact 10 TlroY TiUEU (1). Co M a.mb"1l&~ 
hes successfully interdicted VC crossing the S0UGT:FL:\ CJ..U. l.t2J2215. 
·Que aI:lbush .",>.?,. trol l~illed 6 'lC KL" ()C) alld 10 va KLi. (1').. in an· engagement 
with a.pproximately 30 va. Intelligence reports of VC unfts .. in. the area. 
of opeBatioos were exploited "lith hea.vy nightly TPQ.-l.O .. NavaL Gunfire 
and artillery ilarrassmel1t and interdiction firos. ort. s:nd surveill-

(\ 
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-- - ;n local intelligence agents- in the DUe PRO area indicated supp-
- or~ing arms were very effective against VC sanctuaries ~nd harboring sit-
es. Reconnaissance observations posts;continued to observe groups of 
arLled VC usinb trails throughout the high ground west of DUe PRO._ Art ... 
i11ery fire missions directed against these accounted for 16 VO KIA {o) 
~nd 25 va ELl;. (p) during this period. Naval f,"Illlfire and i~1x.ed-wing strikes 
resulting_from sightings b,y observations posts resulted in an a~ditional 
9 VC KL;' (C) and 39 va KIll. (p). ) 

(9) 24-28 Februa.r;v. Coraocl!cing 24 February, the battalion operated 
initially in conjunction with the Special Landing Fo-rce and later~ in add­
itLm. _with the 1st 3n, 5th Mc"3.rines and participating 2D iillVN .LJ:l.V units ... 
ilhi1e the SLF conducted search E!..;.ld destroy in tl,le SA liu'l"Ill:I-NUI L.<J) area, 
Co F/2/7. which came under the O:2COl'J of the "}attalion when it relieved CO 
M/)/S. and Co Ie estab1.ishcd blocki~.g positions on NUl TRUNG T:aAM .. vic GS 
8133. Deginning 26 FebruaT,V) Co K and Co F/2/?-were joined by Co L in 
a. coordiw.atedbattalion(-) search and destroy operation of the HIElif TAY 
(1). VINH LAC (4) and (S) and TH-"NH UN (1) a,'ld (2) hamlet areas in GS 
77J6~ 77J7~ 773~. 78)8, and 7037. This northeast movement was para~leaed 
""by lIs Which conducted oper~tions to the northWest and north" Sweeping 
oastward toward Highw~ 1. 3/7 units accounted for 9 VO L~ (e) and 3 VO 
r::u.. (p).. While Cos Ii: anet L continued a northeasterly :r::Jovernent. Co F /2/1 
moved south\'1est to vicinity TIS 781371. Its 18adinc;olements came under 
hc,o.vy semiauto::L.':1.tic and autoaatic \.,eapolls fire. Assau1tine the onemy 
for co. Co F/2/7. after :fix.cd-wing and artillery strikes aeainst ve pose. 
iti;;)ns in the fortified h-3.m~et area at l.lS 778373. accounted for 1 VC IIT1.. 
(O)-a 

(lD) l-3~ Ma:tcb. As Operation IililS\1rO continued into March daily 
ee~rch ~d destroy ope~~iQns continued while the base carnp/LSA area at 
nUl DANG. and pus it ions on NUl DI~U were maintained and icproved. A coord­
L:..?ted opor·'_tion with the Spocin.l Ln,nd.ing ]j'orce, the 1st Batta.lion. Sth 
Marines and p<'~rtici-r:atin.c; 2nd. ~>.l.'NN 1l.ivis.ion uni.ts was terr,Iinated at 03- , 
l630B March~ Thruu.ghout this period. contact with hamlet guerillas and 
elcQents of Local Forcos/M~\in Force va continued. )juring March contacts 
with son.1ler. frat;usntod VO units who fled- USMC objective areas were more' 
frG<luont ,.,hile conta.cts \.;rith VC '\"Ihu defcn.Cecl har:llets fri'ffi l'repar8d P::lS­
tti'Jus ,'lere fe,-;er thP .. il iu February. -w 31 I-larch approximately 75 per cent 
of the ha.Dlets in thy assi€nod area o£ rGsponsibi1.t~ had been covered b,y 
grourid forces conductin;~; search and destroy operations ~ Only the south­
western porti0n of this area west of Gri.d Line 85 and north of the SONa 
Tr.L C~:..U n'3.d not beon soarched -!:ly 3/7 units. Those areas were objectives 
of th~ Spetial Laudil'5 Force during Eebruary and intelligence did not 
SlIf'i'ort c0:'.ducting pr:ilor-ity op0rations into the southwest and northeast. 
:··'::",t 0nemy casualties durin!.:: February resulted from small unit actions. 
:Llecoi..-'_:d.sance units operating in the hills to the west. and other ground 
ru.lll a0ri",,1 observers continued to report frequent enemy movement; when­
ever possib:l", suppo:!l"ting arms were directed against such targets with 
eood results. Fleeting tar~ets of oPPDrtunity based on intelligence large­
lY SU~2liGd by reports from the DUe PRO District Chief were selectivelY 
enGa,.;ed with ll.';,I fires. ra.:'l..."U" contro~led a.eria.l bOr.Jbing (T~10), and 
.i;xclie;h-t strikes. Coordinated combat operations and local civic action 

~_wj._th- V-ietua.me-s-e-d i.strictr:£'<>rce-s-'--were~ m.Yre--frequ6:ioe- aa-:-lia:1.son : ... ith- £hadi.:it~ 
.--.~ co: rict-headq:=ters- cont:iaued_~to"_ imp:r:oy-~_,~ .. ___ _ 

_.- - --"""--"":_-- .:;....~--- ~~..:::-- ----~----- - . 

(a) un 2 March, Co L and Co F'?17 executed a helicopter assault 
a lanlil.ing zone 011 the beach at DS 87]05'7 to begin a thorough search and 
destroy operation of the coastal hamlets north of NUl D~U and south of 
~UI CU~ (rri~l 183). Utilizing airborne and ground psywar broadcasts. the 
units commenced a 2-coffi?aDY sweep toward NUl CU~; this VC stronghold and 
observa:tion P~)st wa.s seized au J March. "/hlLJ.e pressing' an assault on VC 
pos:Ulions at tho e",ster:l base of tho hill along the seacoast Co L kil.led 
three ha~lot gueril1as at TIS 853401 and captured 26 detainees; a1~ were 
young maAes of military age who wore black pajamas, and were discovered 
-hidinG :in lUltur2.l ca.ves. crevices a..'1d a:nong rocks a,1ong the waters edge; 
two M1~S-36 riflGs~ 0I:a Mossi:l-Nagant rifle. 7.62mm ammunition and several 
ChiCom grenades were captured. ~~ilG continuing in a delibe~a,te sweep 
of VC hiding places in and ar.rund NUl CU":". Co L kil.led two more- Vc. a.t ns 

, QDU,JOtf,tO,qab€IDJ 1-. 
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rnm rounds were c'testroyod by Co g/2/? On), 'April a 

platoon patrol :from Co L tri;:med a 250 lb b0IDO. On.5 .April Co G. 2/7tri"Pped 
one 105 s.hell. and one 250 10 bomb; another 250 lb bonb was command detonated 
On5 April Co M destroyed a 155 shell near a VC ambush aite. 

11. Results 

( 1) Etie~y ?ersonnel. 
KIA. (Confirmed) 
1>."11.. (Probable) 
liLa. (Proba1Jle) 
P")'IIS 
DetaineeS 

38) 
716 

- 117 
9 

-. -21) 

(2) Enemy Weanons a.nd Equipment.. 

Weapons 
1" lI-I-16E1 
1 M-14 
2 BARs 
3-M-1. Garands 
1" AlC-47 Soviet '''68<1.u1t Rifle 
4 -M-1 Carbines 
2 ~~S-36 FrGnch Rifles 
2.·K-44 Soviet Rifles 
~ K-50 Soviet Rifle 
1 Submachinet~ (French) 

:;.;.,.~V U.S. and ChiCOr:J fr.::!.€; grenades. U.S. VP gZ=enades. [,egazines. anti­
pars.onl~<::>i ,nines. quantities of' rum:lU.llition. and miscellaneous equipment and 
ws'.-l.pol1rJ W"'::C ,-:\100 cr:>.rt1"~..!"ed.- I!1 ,,'V-ld'-'o:i.,()n. 10 sn;tehe1. charges were captured. 

(b) Equ.ipment. 
4 ba;runets 
12 cartridge bel~s. 
11 ma~az ine pouches 
J 6as !'1B.sks 

. J packs 
J e.ra.,v UJliforms 
J bLack uniforms 
1 k!1D.ki uniforns 
J ham:-uocks 
1. Whistle 
miscellnneQus equipment 

(J) tJSl·iC nersonnel. (3/7 Rein) 
KIA - ?2 
D(l\,i 8 
WU - 573 

The friendly casUP"lty totals do not reflect those casualties taken by 
_reqonn~i_s.s"l.llCe ",1.1.ni t.s·~0r- pers-u-nne-lc-of-the-"lst40laW. "'Euer.w ca:su.-~lt}_El-I;l, '_fjgure"s,-

.' . rO.f 1:; ct t hoo _t,otalnumber--int:-1:i.--c t-e'd by 'gr0und" u .... :l.i.-t"s ~ -a:rr~il.a"al- gunfire and 
artiller'J support. all areas struck by fixed wing "drcr~t Were not sea.r­
ched by Ground u:'lits because ,yt: obstacles. the tactical. situation and the 
estelliV0neSs uf air utilized. 

12. AQ~inistrative Matters. 

a. SUP',')1.y/Logistics. Prepa.rations for Operation DES0TO began with 
rcfi1;tini~. reclistributLm and issue of equipmelJt at a Task Force X~ 

. .... 

s'~ac;in,': Dorea :c).t ORU Lb.l f'ollowing the administrative move from the UW D.Al:il •. UG 
'1'1..0:3.. t-fininuEi equipment was carried by all hands; other equipment was staged' 
at 3ra. Sb."re ...-ca.rty 3n. On 25 Jan. the batta.lion moved by motor convoy to the' 
q,U".UG UG,t"I airf'ie~d i on 26 J['.::). the h~liJ.ift to HUl J:JANG bega.n'. Requirement$ 
for establishr'.lent of the DuG ?HO LSd. capable of supportiIl,':'; 1.500 troo-ps fo'!" 
20 days were set. Toacc',"Jmplish this minimum t - 9,-1;,,' 19, were 

implemented: ,0. -&~W~~t'. 0>~'7rc:m~riJ) ! 

-----.~-- i ~-.. 
_/ 
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(l.) All"(;la.sses of suppl¥ and the Bn IS organic T /Eequ1pment 
were first moved by vehicle to the 'tu.;:.NG l;rG:~I ~i.Z:fiel.d. then moved vu: 
helicopter to tho roc PRO LSA. Mighty Mites~ r("'U gear. and ot.her equ1p­
meat superfluous to the initial mission were not brought forward from 
GRU LAI. 

(2) The battalion IS daily resuppl¥ requirements were flown 
directly from the QUhlfG NGJ.I 1.&. to the mobile rifle companies request­
ing the resupplies. 

(3) Six CH-46 hel.icopters were util.ized daily for bu..ildiIig up 
the DUC PRO LS4 and support the re10cntion of the battal.ion. 

On 8 Feb. Phase II of the DUe PRO I.S.<i. bui1d~up began with the arrival. 
of a 20 ~ bl.ock of sup~.,l.ies on LST 1122.. Duri:pg the month of Bebru.aI7 
the restipp~ 6fcombat.eseential. equipment to ri~le companies continued. 
without significant problems. De1iver,y of organic assets continued and 
by the end of the month was 95 per cent complete. Logistically Operation 
DESOl'O Was uniC'ue in that the terrain and tactical situation required 
that all. support be by belicoptEir~ factors in logistic planning therefore 
were inconsistent at best. Inc~ement weather restricted flying at'times 
and resul.ted as a critical pl.anning factor in almost ever,y ~ of oper­
atiou. On 21 and 26 March two road reconnaissances were conducted in the 
lITrr D~~JG area Which determined that the construction of a fair-weather 
rond frum the coastal be~ch south of imcr CUA 
northWest to the l~I ~1G C? co~d be made without significant difficulty. 
Also of significance during March. the battalion CP/LSA carne under mortar. 
and recoilless rifle attack which resulted in the loss of 40.000 gallons 
of Mogas, 23,000 gal.lons J.P-4. 7.000 gallons Avgas, one complete TAFDS 
and miscellaneous other items of equipment. When the battalion was 
notified that an adDinietrative displacement to CHU ~ waS ~ineut 
in ear~ April, it proved difficult to pack equipment properlY for the 
move becroJ.se of u lack of mOWlt-out supplies. Range boxes for galley 
equi·pnent were requisitioned and received in time for t~ move but most 
other equipment was moved in oakeshift containers. Mount-out supplies 
have b'.ien rec~uisitioned. In spite of the l.ack of time and equipment, the 
helicopter 1ift of perso_.,nel. was accompl.istIed without serious d1fficu1ty. 
?roolems encountered during the retrograde movement of supplies, however~ 
were encountered. The hel.icopters which were assigned for moving the 
battc1.1ion's eqUipment at times were not properly briefed on their mission 
and mismanagement and wrong deliveries of gear devel.oped. During morning 
hours when flying was best, two he1icopters made several sorties but crew 
chan~es and refuel~ during afternoon hours became another problem. The 
inconsistent transporting of suppl.ios and equipment from DUC PHD 1engthened 

. the retrograde I:lOvemo~lt at l.ees t 10 brae ~s. The t roap movement from CHU Lti.1 
to D.t;lW'fG on 11 April was accompH.shed withou difficul.ty using C-130 aircraft. 
Qu.ce lol.1.d.od aboard the LSr 11.66 battalion supplies and equipment were moved to 
D..ni'r~1.HG within five dl'l¥s. arriving at the D.b.I LOC cantonemaut without'signif .... 
icant problems • 

. b~-·~Wena.n~2~'~'Ma.inten~c-;--~f the battlionts mechanical mules be-
came a problem at.DUG ?JfObecaus,e .. of .i:ne..dequ:a.teand~A.l.1.t.ie·tLa.nd *,"'01;1- .~~ 

~"""""'-"""'''''''---'"''poH'a:t'1on to rear ache-Ions.~' .Mfgn~y·mit.as.·wer.e· being- ut:fUzed bY T.a.sk Force 
x:"Ra,y and ,,,,ere not brought forward. .. 

C u TreAtm~nt of Casualties and Evacuation and Hospita1izat~Qn 

~l) Two separate medical fac~lities were in operation at the 
Be.ttalion C? during Operation DESOTO. Su:ppl.eme.oting the Battalion Aid 
StA.t.ion was a Clearing l'latoon of Co D. 1st Medical Battalion~ The BAS 
w5.th two batta.1ion surgeons. and a w9.rd capability for ~O patients and the 
~.p.:p-,.,bility for short term medical therapy_ The C&C pl.a.too.o had three ph;ysi­
ci:::.ns: 
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i- surtCeon, an. orthopedic surgeon and an anesthesiologist. It had 

laboratory and X~ facilities f and surgery ca;pa.bilities for most orth­
opedic ca.ses and selectedgenera1. surgery cases. The ward capability of: 
~~ was 20 to 30 patients, however. most post-operative patients were 
eVacuated to CHO LA! facilities within 24 hours of surger,y for recuperation. 
Batt1.e casualties in the field wera brought to the O&C platoon where ini­
ital resuscitation ~s performed. and where the decision was maQe relative 
to the subsequent disposition of each individu'l.l casualty. Those cases 
deemed too serious to be trea.ted at C;;,C were evacuated to :facilities at 
either GHU LAI or D~U~G; others were treated with surge~ at C&C and then 
evacuated to OBU LaI for recuperation. Evacuations f'rom the field con­
aist~ng of heat casualties and those with gastroenteritis and other com­
plaints requiring medical attention were referred to the BAS where treat­
ment was initiated b,y the Battalion Surgeons. Routine sick call was 
handled b,y the BaS. Minor illnesses were tra~ted at the BAS; m0re serious 
illnesses were evacuated to 1st Hospital Go, CHU LAI. 

d. Transportation. 

(1) Transportation to the DUO PHD/NUl DANG area of operations 
was by tacticrd helicopter t.roopl:if't from GJT.i.NG NGAl airfield. Subsequent 
travel by personnel and equiDment to and from the ~n CP at l~I DANG was 
also by helicopter-Highw~ 1 south of MO DUG was not open to traffic. 
Prior to the initial tactical troop-lif't all elements of the battalion, 
its attachments a.nd direct support units displ.a.ced by motor march to the 
st~gin.g area a.t OJr.iUrG UGAI a.irfield. Upon being relieved of the DUC PRO 
T~R by USA uhits, tho battaLion with all USMC personnel and equipment 
displaced administrative~ ~ helicopter to QUAliG NGAI airf'ield; from there 
convoys shuttled the personnel and equipment to a Task Force X-~ staging 
<:.rea. 

e. OOmInun1,Qations. During Operation DESOTO .. no serious problems 
with communic.-':l.tions de-veloped. however. the following discussion relates 
to brIO problems that were encountered: During the itdtial stages o£ the 
operation, difficult ies "fere encountered with frequencies ass igned to the 
be-ttalion. The original battalion tactical frequenc:;,v was ~advertentl¥ 
2.ssigned as the CHU IJ~I Defense Command security frequenc:u.. During the_ 
<:,vQ.p,ing--l19urS ,cm.:uch_inter-f~:t'Gucec-w~_s~~J!,~~~lglt~x:e!ioIl,the_,e._ss~gned radio.arid 
!'>adio reJ.a;jr fr.Gquenc.ias. because Qt mutual frequencJ..es':".~use.~quenc:u~ 
~~t'!':~~~.!..:u.~y_ • .:.;p~Qw.eJ:-G-~,udi_os._~<I!l!!nci~s BdW.i.gl;Le~be=.§p~~:l.flJ,n~ 
.lJ?--A.~f-9g, F_~~~ __ ~&'_tl].~,,",cJ.c!~~=I1.~9~J~t~ty:~£~-t~~~f§lJ;-=.R~,.Y~g-y~_vi:.f:iion (Air­
~obile) unftii-in the II Corps Ta.ctical Zone. The logistic sup'~ort for 
communications was good with the following exceptions: there was no method 
cf ~ccounting for inopera.tive equipment which mobi1e rifJ.e companies 
pl-:.ced on resu;~pJ;sr helicopters; at the time those helicopters were return­
ing LS~ north of DUe PRO. In addition, the DUG PRO LSA was not in1t-
ialllf capable of: recbargillg BB-45l batteries wi th only one bat tery chlirger; 5 
battery chargers orga.nic to the batta.lion were, however. placed in operation 
in the DUO ?HO LSh eventuallY and no further problems were encountered •. 
The accountabiJ.ity for radio equ"ipment ended when resu:p-:)~ from the q1JiUiG 
l{G..lI LS..;. Was no longer needed. 

~ __ c __ ' ,·r O_f • u~ Med:iCl·~~£Wal¥;t1;.q:u~-Seepfu.'a.~ph-::-c_l;2.c .. 
_. ~c ___ -._ ... "'_~-,";-_~--' 

l,3~ Rpecial EQuipJ:l8pt and Tochniques.·· Ma.tl;y ~ela.tiv.el.T e-peciAl teheniques. 
',!c-ro ds-veloped during Operation DESal!O not. common to most operations, but 
the follo';/ing .. ,ere significant: 

a~ Selective Progra....-Il11ing of Radar Controlled Aerial Bombi.ng (TPq-lO). 
E~teusive use of radar controlled bombing was made during Operation DEsorO. 
Targer e.cquisit.ion ancl selection was based pri.marily on 1.) reliable int.e.l­
ligence inforw~i;ion supplied by the DUe PHO District Chief. and 2) the 

.~tactical situation •. Viet Jong ~.~~d potential harbor~ng sites we~e 
st~ck b,y diversified bomb patterns. Together with artillery H&I'a it 
deni:e~ the ve his normal sanctuaries and limited his nightime maneuvering 
capabl1ity; In pl""-'.:l.lling for the dail.y search and destroy operations con~ 
sideration W,1S ahlo,ys given to utilizing'l!PQ--l6a pri.or to, and following. 
tactioal maneuvers by ground troops in certii;.1n areau. In I'\.c1dition. the 
capability was ma~ta.iD.ed for using TPQ.-10 bo'obing in close a.ir support 
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roles when inclement wea~her would possible limit low altitude £light 
pe.tterns. a.l1d wb6n the terrain was such tlk".t close night defensive fiees 
~ art111er,v were not feasible. 1.e., steep gradients of reverse slopes. 
On~all conc011tre .. tions plotted similiarly to artillery night defensive fires 
could be called for b.y the ground commander to the FSCC whic~ in turn, 
wo~d interpolate a corrected set of grid coordinates, re~ the new in­
form.,tion through air channels to higher headquarters ~ higher Hq would in 
turn, m~e the new correction. This was me.intained as a potential source 
of fire support the ~<,1ctical situation never developed where this method 
was utilized. howevor. 

b. Perimeter Defense Techniques. In the event of an all-out attack 
on the NUl D.i..NG up .. ::;>rovislons were developed o.nd ampl.oyed for marking the 
entire perimeter withe. ring of lights for friend~aircraft. 39 barrels 
of fuel capable of burnir~ for an extended period of time were empL~ced 
among defensive positi ons. These "fire faucets", if lighted, co~ddis­
tinctiveJ,y t:.afine the defensive perimeter •. In addition to the "fire Fau .... 
cets", fJ.o.ros of emplaced 8l.mm ll.l.umination rounds riggad to ignite by 
trip wires were also emplaced at selected points in the perimeter defense~ 

c. ?sy1.far Broadcasting. Un severa.l.occa.sions both ground and air­
gorno psywar broadcast wore utilized in conjunction with ground maneuver­
ing elements. Generally the psywar broaci.C<'1.sts "lara util.ized in the fall.';" 
OWing two w~s when the situation permitted! 1) Prior to ground attack 
il!habi tauts of a haml.et were warned by the broadcasts to congregate at 
a designated point, and 2) Following an attack and saizure of a previous­
l¥ VC controlled hamlet or terrain feature. the broadcasts ... ,ould erll­
phasize the ad,jacent h".mlet a:eeo.s the success of the USMC operation, and 
urge Viet Cong to lay dOllm their arms to avoid further contact with USMC 
forces. Further detn,ils concerning J1sywar broadcasts o.r€l contained in 
para. 100 

d. Simu1ta!laous Use ·:;f Close-in Supporting Arms with a Tactical Troop 
Lift. During the initi;:>..l stages of Opera.tion DESorO. close combat with 
o.n ontrenched enemy created requirements for the maximum use of supporting 
arms-compiJ,fed 1·71th tact~cal troop-lifts. In ,utiliz.ing supportings arms 
oLuir, artiller;)r a.;.,d. naval· gunf'rre dur,ing a helicopter assauft; maxiiimm 
effort'swer-e'-iinde'~to- bSUre both' the 'safety to assault' troops--andthe 
hgri"copters 't,i th their crews • In a. typicul situation, helicopters sbuttl­
ingtroops from the LZ picked up through the approach and retirement lane 
'ii/auld be following a course panallel to the G-[' Line of ,the firing artill­
ery ba.ttery.. Several Sup")orting arms objectives \tlere selected. When hel­
ico::lters ·made the pqysical 1anding in the object iva zone. the su~portlng 
arms. i.e.~ arty and naval gunfire would shift fires to adjacent target 
areaS farther from the zone for safety reasons. Fixed-wing strikes were 
general4r o_irected imm,?c~iately prior to arty and lIGF fires. and tlaa air­
craft kept on station fur potential. use by the ground commander when the 
LZ was secured. The helicopter flight leaders. in conferenco with Bn 
psrsoll11el \tlere through~ briefed in procedures. and confidence and rapport 
between sir a...'ld ground persOllhel was apparent. By utilizing this method 
of sUDJ;'ort for vertical assaults. preparation fires achieved the maximum 
effec~_.~_-= __ ~;_ •. ~_~~~:~~~_~-=~~ ____ ,_. __ ~~~~~~~_"-__ _ ,----

e·.:- "A..u·l&l,~Da'];ivery -o:f"Supp-:ld.-es ~a"d:'- Equ'1:l'ItiErIii,.o-On .£1ve -ococas'ions 
G.uril-..g the <raraU,ol] KC-l)O ai,r~~§...f_t:wS!;!:"e_~:g.'!;J.1A.z..§.d~,to~.air_c;lr_qp fie'ld.­
:fe-r:t::f.fYing'::tTmber~-roo'ter~-l. A tota~ of 140,000 pounds was air::-iifted to 
DUe PHO by this method to faciliate the establishment of the NUl DANG 
base camp. The loads of 12-14 foot tiobers were between 9.000 and 10,000 
pounds. but were generally nakeshift. non-standa.rd l.oD-ds.. Two probl-ems 
that caused consistently errant drops were apparent: 1) ',the ma.keshift 
lOD.Qs. combined with occasional. malfunctions of the parachutes~ caused 
drops 012t of the LSi.. drop. zone. 2) triple extraction loads requiring 
a greater ti~e-space factor and a larger zone. proved incapable of land­
ing ir: tim sma.ll target area~ droPl~ed from an air speed of 1)0 MPH.. On 
onc occasion. the loads dropped into the DUC PHO market place causing 
property damage and serious injury to civilians. In addition to fixed­
.w.i,~ air deliver;v- of supplies • __ ,t,he" .CH-5.;3_.h,?liC0'Pter was~'\;;.ilize,a~o::a1:r­
l.ift.~Tatoon s);r"01~cis, .. -"ThO. ONTOS "rere striPl:>ed of~the:fr lo61nm recoiness 
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. riflea alld 1;he 13. QOO po'lind o~ia.ge platforms were deUvered b:r CH-53~; t;be· 
JJ..o6s were later delivered b;V· internal. load au OH-46s. 

f. LST. Delivery of ta.nks. For the first time since the Korean War, 
tanks were landed aLl a. bea.ch in a combat situation during Oper,;.tion D.ESOl'O. 
Landed near lIDl DAU the platoon of tanks with LVTsadded to the firerpower 
of establish positions and some maneuvering elements. Appropriate security 
forces escorted the tanks from theDeaQh1;ote,"~orar~ positions on NUl DAU. 
Later the tanks. from Is t Tank Bn. with the LVTs operated out of a. ~nk park 
a t the southern base of ::mI CUA~ 

g. Helicopter in Direct Support. It became a.ppareut iol.lowing. thef:trst. 
two or three da;ys of the operation that helicDpters were needed in direct 
sup·port with a refueling capability at the DUC PRO LSA.. The magnitu.dl.eaf 1000 -
air logistical requirements, and frequent med-evacuations and . local reslIP-
-plies &.nd c'luipment from Q,UJ •. tiG _NGAI to Due PHO and froti the LS'r support ships 
to DCC PHO. In addi tion. two lm-'-34 medical evacuati.on and local. resuppllf 
helos with two tm-l1lf escort hel:i,.copters were assigned. They were used ex­
te~lsiveJ.;:r in support. of' the operation and also facil.it a:~ed admin and tactical 
,OV8S of small. command. grol,lpS .... a.nd baVi.net.an .immadiat.e..AOJTil.CA .. al~" ... ..,o.:L'J.a..b1e. 
_~·L" concept of ground. control of helicopters was an excellent one.. Rapport 

_l.wong the ground commallCl.ars, the pilots. helicopter support personnel.· and DASe 
.--arsol1Ucl was oxcellent ·and no serious problems developed with the ·00..,34 and UR­
LE helicopter support • 

. '..4,. QQmma.nder's .A,naJysis 

a. Operation .pESorO was a unique experience· for one reinforced infantry 
:,· ... tt ... ·<I.i~-',.. It: o:l·'1·.'_tD_"~",,_,,,,1:.. :i .. rtvolv,>.d t~.o establishment of a new isolated 
b...,.se camp, and. the conduct of extensive claiJ;y search .and ddstro;y operat:,ons. 
Rifle comp,'l,niss "Jere in a mobile St9.t1."" and. in contact of varying degrees with 
the eneE~ for 70 consecutive ~s. The battalion bad OPCON one additional r~in­
forced rifle company from 31 Jan u,til the aDoration terminated. Of the batta1-
ion's five rifle companies, on4' two were iu"static positions at any one t'.me­
thoso ma·.ming positions on NUl DJi.U and positions in defense of the En CP. 
I'hese units, however. conducted d2.ily night pE'.trols and ambushes and one-d~ 
)latoon-or-L'l.rger size operations in conjunction with other companies. Une~· 
ther posi tioD was established and n'-intained at BS 822403. This position was 

. _'-i'-'\.1:>J.o oi'being manned by one rifle platoon a.nd all.owed another company (-) 
·'.6 R. mo .. :.:.:;> force. Rifle companies were rotated through the static positions 
:,0 provide ","",,,"1::. .:periods and diversification -:...~ effort. Operation DESorO en­
comp~sse& alnost ~,~ry possible situation that a marine unit might encounter 
._Il T{iet_Nam. l!inel!i1 con.ta.cts varied from apprehensions of suspect va lavorers 
t" attn.cks on fortified positions. Supporting arms ranged from the utilizat­
·' .. m of Blnm mort::.l.rs to :B52 strikes (Arclight). Conta.cts developed with both 
.:.:.-"let guerrillas :::.tld Main Force eoldiers. b~§Ij,gnifi.C8.Jlt w,a,s .. :the.nlOl,tu;'~ 
,.,~ .S.~l":'~l"-<;:i!I¥~~~t<=WC~_f~. The DUe PHO area was lang under Viet Minh/Viet Cong 
:.. .utral .:tnd it offered the ener.v a sa..'1.ctuary in the lower I Copps Tactical Zone • 
... ~ w~"s ""PP8.rent tilat the enemy was reluctant to relinquish this control and a 

tterll of operations developed. I.n.1'h? __ ~n:i,..ti.§i].. s_~~es of the operation, VC 
'-lr·c..Q.~2' .. ~ .. J?re~2:r,'fl~d~:f.o .. r~ tqE>...JISMG 9.p.lmpat.i on:- -Bu:Dk:ers" we re . or·::leiite(C to aa liver 

." .... 

.. ~:dr.IUW :··;;.repo: .... er ~r:,toL :l:ik@l~_'"a:ll<~~uesbQ£~aryproa;c}:n-~Wb:i:te~14ain Yorce1NVA report-
- :'-'·4r -1Te 1t ·'~brnoUril;ain base camps t~ .1:<!¥;_.west •.. the .. hamlet guerril. .. l.a.s---a:ttemptea:-----·· 

:,) defeHd .. ·the·ha"1l.e"t:;I.· It-necessitated extensive use of firepower and mobility 
-7 3/7 to f.'Idize heavi18 fortified h.amlets. 1\.8 the opera.ti\)ll continued the con­
'.nuing pressure of firepo1;/er aud maneuverabil.ity forced the va to aba ,don the, 
mlet (t,,,:f,,'lJ.SO a.nC'. resort to d,dletying actions. hn.rrassment and occasional. attack.:? 

. ~,.-: .. 

b·. Dc,::Llg the opera.tion the d.i:fficul.ties of clOSing with determined VC 
.c'rces \·,.=.r~ (uJ.y exceeded b,y ·the difficulties of logist ice.l support. Depending 
., airc~,,-~·i; to su~:port tho operati on and the establishment of the NUL D...NG- base 

·inl!' WRS,.,e.ti best'. or, a llshoestringl1 basis. The concep1; .. of utilizing an LSI! 
.::d helicopters .comprooisod the basic: prinCiple and purpose of the LST. Using 
cllicoptC"rs to off-load 27000 pounds per helicopter from the ship to DUe PHO . 

,:>..s an inefficient system. 'rha pro bIen W .. :iS at least threefold. Inclement wea­
:.er ~nd 1lIinds ~ the null;; i-ple manhn.ndl.ing of equipment and supplies, and the 

. .:!.!lger of utilizing helicupters \,;ith only a 12-foot. clearance to the shill's 
~_::'l)erstructure. for example. caused. untimely and inefficient logistical support. 
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Thcu,gh the DUC PHO LS .... was. esta.blished and it did provide adequate support of 
essentials til units in the f'ie.ld .. it did not a.ccomoqate the sust.a.ined nature 
of the qjJera~ion. It provided marel;y minimal support and produCed serious 
accountability p~oblems o£ supplies and $quipment. shortages of combat essentials 
and·6ver-.bundances of unnecessary items. In :sum~ the lOgistical suc?port for 
the battalion in an isolated. status pLaced burdens on the limited assets of 
helicopter's that unnecessarily affectod opera.tions throughout the ORO LhI­
QpAlliG NG.<U-MO DUG-roC PRO area of o'lJsrations • 

. c. .along with conducting search and destroy operations in the DUG PHD.'\;' 
.i..OR. the battalion wa.s a.ssigned a. secondary mission of cooducting pacifica-~/ 
°tion nrogra.ms~ Progrmas for CiVic Action were initiated upon arrival at . ~/ 
DUC PRO in lq.te JanllA17 and by, mid-Febru..a.ry' were actively p~su.ed~ rlaruied 
Psyops leaflet dro-~s,-:::-r the init:i.al, phases of Oper."l.tioll DESOTO were com­
pleted by 15 Feb. They strsa8ad the nOhieu Roi" program, promised refugee 
care and were directed at nearbj1! VC controlled hamlets in the .&OR. MJ5P.9.J.W 
w'3.s.-ini:tia.j;~ed __ oon.._~b~ and. the initial response of villagers in TRUONG 
s.um: hc-unlet. PRO Tod:N' village was considered outsta.nding~ DENTC.,u> wa.S\ in­
itiated in VINE LdO (2) hamlet. PHO DAr village with similar results. 
~j:t:i gant!'y~ dnr' ng March the battal.ion conducted opa~:tions ~~ of . 
DUC PRO to provid.e security for re~ugees evacuating the ~i LOI (2J hamlet 
comp1ex.. ApproximatelJr 2,000 .refugees fr-.lm DUe PHD District were pernntted 
to return to the contested haInl.et area.s to recover personal bel.oDgings. 
M~ny 'Vietnamese under USMC protection. were also permitted to leave Viet 
~ong control in that area and return to the refuge of DUC PHD. Yhile at 

DUe PRO, close l.iaison was made wit.h district officials in all. aspects of 
C,"'. and projects war initiated with the Revol.untionary Development Cadre. 
'lb.ich.inclllded construction of' refugee haml.ets and other 'miscellaneous 
i.~'rojeCts. such as stocking fish ponds with rapidly resproducing fish. Dur­
"lUg March t.he DUC ?HO Joint Coordilla:ting Committee was formed.. The comm! ttee 
c'Jns i,'ted ofrepreson1<at ives of both USMC GA. t.eams a.nd district off1cial.s. 
It was founded to coordi~te the Frojects; it nlso served as a forum to dis­
G11SS ;.)ro Dlem areas a.nd <"las chnired by the batta.lion executive officer. . 
·w the termination of the opera.tion in April.~ "the major probl.em areas had 
'-acoma refugee resettlement. Insuf'ficient numbex-s of llew structures were 
'~eing const1nlCtecl to ''Uouse apnroJr;imately 9.000 re£ugees generated by USM~ 
_,c·i;ivity. Much material was distrubuted to the civilians during the oper­
':;1011" despite ('el.aye at tiQes because of a Ul.ck of adequate transporta.tion .. 
".-.berials distributed included quantities of waShable clothing, tiZlroofing, 
:'.::.gs of cement, carpentry and masonry kits. soap, poweillsd milk, captured 
1:':1C9, oral anticeptics. wheat, corn, cornmeal. and sa.lad 01l.. 
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TASK ORG4NIZSTIQN OF JRD BN (REIN). ?'l'H MARINES. DAI lOO Dbtrlot. llVli 

T imo Zone: H 

JrQBQ. 2\Q M§£iQs, 

ms 00 (-) IJl' RI CIiARDS 

Co 1 CRaib.) CAPr ClARK 
Jrd Sect, 8lmm Plt. H&S 00 
JrdSec) lO6mm RR Plt. E&S Co 
Det~ Scou~ Sniper Pl~. Hq Co. 7th Mar 
FO Tm; Btr,Y- I. Jrdl3n. llthM8.r 
Sect. 1st Plq Co B. 1st ~ank: Bn 
Searchligh1< Tm~ Bt%7 G. 29th At-ty Bn (OPOOH 11.thMar) 
KO Scouts - (2) 

go K (Rej,n). OAP]! JONES 
2nd Sectj 8J.mm Plt. H&S Co 
2nd Sect. lO6mm RR Plt, H&S 00 
Det. Scout Sniper Pl.t. HqCo. ?thMar 
Sect, Jrd Plt. 00 C. 1st Anti~ank En 
FO Tm, Btry I. )rdBn, 1.1thMar 

,go L (Rei-a) C~ PIA!l'T 
1st Sect •. 81mm Plt. IJ&S Co 
1st Sect. l06mm RRPlt. H&S Co 
~ Tm, Co c. 1st SF~n 
Engr Tm. Co C~ 1st Engr :an 
Sect, 1st Plt. Co:8. 18t Tank 1311 
FO Tm. Btry I. )rdBn. IlthMa.r 
FO Tm. 81mm PIt. H&S Co 
KO Scouts - (2) 

.QQ M (Re.1n) CAPl! HICRS 
FO Tm. 8J.nm Pl.t. 1&5 Co 
FO Tm, Btr,v I. JrdBn. 11tbMar 

_;.'2._L 1rdBn. J..s t Marines CAP.!' 
19t Sect. BImm Pl.t. H&S Co. Jrd Bn.1stMar 
FO Tm, 8lmm Plt, H&S Co. JrdBn. 11th ~ 
FO Tm. Etr,y 0. lstBn. 111<hMar 
FO Tm. Btry C~ 1st Engr Bn 
Engr, Tm. Co C. 1st Engr Bn 
Sect. 1st Plt. Co B, 1st Tank En 
KC Scouts - (2) 

p~rz I. lrd Bn. 11tS Marines 
1st Sect, 8lmm PIt. H&S Co. JrdBn, lstMar 
FO Tm. Blmm PIts H&S Co. Jr<iBn" 11tbMar 
FO 'I'm. Btry C. 1s tEn, 1.1thMar 
Engr Tm. Co C, 1st Engr Bn 
Sect, 1st PIt, Co B. 1st Tank Bn 
KC Scouts - (2) 

'&?"V ,1 3~, ·iUh Ha.r1!W8 
_ ~ -,-- :---"=,--p'-- ~>< "~--;--- -- ~-.-" 

(J..<l...i1-a-.3rd .A.mtra.g :En 
PIt 
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