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ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

3rd Bettalion {(Rein), 7th Marines

H&S Co

Co X

Co L

Co M

Co H

o . Location

COMMAWDER

LtCol R, He BLRIJARD

SUBORDINATE UNITS

1stLt J. #. SMITH
Capt J. C. BAGGETTE

(1Peb-10feb)
Capt J. R. REZDER
(L0Feb=29Fab)

Capt ,J. L. LANEY

Capt W. O. BALDWIN
(17ob-LFeb)

lstlLt 3. J. FRIEBOLIN
(LFPob~-29FeD)

Capt K. S. HOLDAWAY

Capt T. M. CARTLIDGE

1-29 Fehruary 1968, Dai Loec, RVN at Hill 37, AT916583,

Staff Officors

Executive Officer

An Hoa Coordinator

S-1, Adjutant

§=2
S-3
s-l
S-5

Supply Officer

HMotor Trénsport Officer

Air Liaison Officer
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Maj D. E. BJSRKE
Maj R. J« WOECKENER
l1stLt J, W, DEITRICH
ondLt D. W. HOYES
MaJ We Wo MCIVER
1lstLt T, W. MAGANICH

lstLt R. J« LAUE
1lstLt C., 3. RITZEL
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CART. IT

FARRATTIVE SWRCARY

1, The 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines continued to corduct its normal
saturation patrolling throuchout the assigned TAOT for the subject period,
The battzlion took nart in three short operations during the month,
Companies H, M and L 3/5 (OpCon 3/7) took part in Operation NUTGRACKIR.
Their mission was to set up 2 blocking force for Americal Division units
pushing northwest. An operation involving Companies K and 7 also took
place, their mission Yas to conduct a search and destroy mission in the
vicinity of a downed helicopter. In response to intelligence reports

and enemy sightings a two day operatior was conducted in "Charlie" Zidge,
Companies H and L participated.

2. During the period Conmpary 'l was moved from 7ill 52, Their base of
operations became Hill 37, however, they spent the better part of the
month under the operational conirol of 1st Battalion, 7th Yarines, Thuong
Duc 0IDG Caup assumed responsibility for a sector of 3/7's TAOD west of
the 81 grid line, Eerly in the wonth the Phu Loc (6) combat base was'
also disbanded, This base, however, was remarned later in the wonth as

a platoon patrol base, :

3. Significant contect took place while the enemy continued its TuT
offensive and during their retrograde movement early in the month, On

the Tth of Icbruery, Compeany L came in contect with a company of VA,

The action accounted for 32 ereny KIA and numerous weapons captured,
Company ¥ cawme in corntact, on the 13th of the lonth, with what was beleived
to be a reinforced platoon, 17 enexny {IA resulted,

Le During this period, 3rd Battelion, 7th 'arines was zssisted in its
TAOK by Company L, 3rd Battalion, Sth i'arines which operated out of the
Company K coubat base, Cozpary L also took part in Operation FUTCRACKER,
Company G, 2nd Battalion, Tth !arines manred the Corpany H combat base
while Company H took part in an operation in the "Charlie!Ridge  area;

D« Minc and booby trap incidents increcased Betiseably: during: the: latier
part of the period. Large enemy sightings were observed in tho "Charlie"
Ridge area and Compary H reported scatitered sightings of small enemy
units in the FOSTER arez,
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SEQUETIAL LISTING OF SIGWITICAFT EVENTS

‘PART ITIT

1., Topics

a. Combat i-issior Assigned. Occupy arnd deferd assigred Tactical Area

Of Responsibility (TAO:r); corouct wiileteral 6ffersive overations and
aggressive day/night natrolling ond cmbushing throughout the TAC: and,
with approval, ir the RZ; wmaiubtain meximuwm surveillance and interdiction
of waterway access/egress routes into TAO? and of possible rocket sites
located therein; prepare to conduct combined snd coordinated operations
with GVN forces within and beyond TAOR; orovide alert forces and convoy
escorts from squad to compa.y size, as a reserve/alert force for opcrations
- anywherc in iVQii; launch counterattacks against cnemy wcnctrations in TAORS
conduct concentrated ond susteined Civie Actiorn snd Psychological Warfare
progran in Hevolutionsry Develooment; coordinate with GVE officials to
orgerize, train, advise and as recessery, irnitially orovide corbat skilled
leadershin to the Populdar Forces in the form of Combined Action Units; and
naintain security of vitsal lines of communications in coordinatior with
GVIi forces within TAOY,

b, Sigrificant Operations Conducted. Opcration UTCRACK'R, -6 Fob 68,

‘cs Casualtics Sustaired, 1-29 February

U.S. KIA 9
WIA ' o7
V1A Ton=evic 19
¥BC evac 17
N¥BC non cvae h
DOW 1l
deturn to duty L2

d. Logistice
(1) Construction

(2) Burkcr PoSitions. Sond-bagged roofs were constructed
on all dbunkers,

(b) Ammo Bunkers. Comparny H and %S Compeny irstalled
partitions in their armo burkers to separate different types of amwo,
Separate WP pits were constructcd for 2ll-8lma mortar pits,

_ (¢) An Poa. Tmprovement of the defensive positions of the
An Hoa combabt base progressed steadily, Special allowances -have been
requested to £ill their needs, h

(d)  Trash Pit. 4 new trash pit was dug for this battalion
X e eris® ;
to insurc nropcr saritatior in this area,

(@) Water Tank, 4 new water tank wi
inadequate tank on the water tower,

5
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(fsh‘Supply. The supply situation remains satisfactorye. The -
battalion supply support contirues to include Company H and the An Hoa
area which are included in the battalion's TAOR.

(3) Motor Transport. Two housekeeping trucks hcd accidents during
the past month., Ore truck was involved in a head-on collisior on Liberty
Road and hes since been repaired and is now in use. The other truck
which overturned on Routc 5 has been replaced, '

(L) 1ifess Service. A new G,I, house is being requestéd through
an Pngineer Assistance request, The new G,I, house will liprove the
sanitation standards of this battalior's messhall.

(5) Command “aterisl Inspection. The reinspection was held on
17 February. The reinspection was satisfectory with discrepancies,

©e Civil Affairs.

(1) Refugees. During this wonth we have distributed wmotericls
to the refugees to help build their hamlets,

(2) eterials Distributed

(a) Two truckloads of a:ro boxes for terrorist victims,
(b) One trucklond of dunnoge to refugces for local use,
(c) Three boxes of clothirg distributed to Dai Loc (V).

(3) Serious Incidents, Serious inciderts have decreased this
month, there have been only fouwr reported,

(L) 1kdcaps. Iiedeaps have been stcady during the past month,
1,217 Vietnamese people were treated durirz the month of February,

(5) Projects. There were ro projects initiated during the month,

f. Adninistration. Vo sigrificant problems other theaii continued
lack of MOS-trained clcrical personnel,

g. Persornel, The battalion category of readiness is C-2, Total
strergth is 38 ilarinc Officers, 1155 ¥arine Erlisted, 3 Navy Officers,
- 57 Kavy Inlisteds ‘

h, Formel Training

(1) Orientatior, All newly arrived personnel received intensive
orientation and indoctrination, which included cerc, maintenance, safety

instruction, familiarization and firing of the 1016 rifle,
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(2) Schools, Personnel of the battalion, inm the numbers indicated,
attended the following schools:

(2) 1CO0 Leadership (1st MerDiv) 5
(b) Steff ¥CO Leadershin (lst liarDiv) 2
(¢) Officer Leadership (lst “iarDiv) 2
(d) iotor Transport (7th Meor) 7
(¢) Basic Organic Supply (1lst HarDiv) 1
(f) Feg Pubs System (III MAF) 1
(g) Vistnamese Language (Okinawa) 1
(h) Embarkation (Off- Okinawa) 1
(i) Basic Inf Wpns Repair (Okinawa) 1
(j) Comn Crypto Security (Japan) 1
(k) Carcer Counciling (1lst ¥arDiv) 1
(1) Vietnemese Lanzuege (TII NAF) 1
(m) Battalion ¥CO School (3/7 - 26Fcb-1liler) 15

i, Communicetions. Redio Commmications during the month of February
were considered cxcellent, with the exception of mutuel interference and
a ninor amount of enenmy initiated deception. The main problewm of
interfercnce stems from aray units operating in adjecent arcos and tracked
vchicles using stronger oower output, which causes an override on
frequencics, The minor amount of wnesy deception that hes occurred
rcecently has in no woy imcaired the communications efficiercy of the
cormand, Scecurity consciousnegs, strict adherence to radio proccdurcs,
and usc of authentication succcsefully countered encmy deccntion,

Je Westher

continued to be favorable for militer; opcerations. The small awount of
rainfall during the month wes not significant to hamper logistical support, -
Rivers have rcceded and wator stending in rice peddies is now shallow

enough to a2llow tracked vchicles to maneuver in meny sectors of the TACR,

(1) Generals The weather conditions during the month of February

(2) Stetistics

(a) Iaximum temperaturc: 77 degrees
(b) Minimum termercturce: 58 degrecs

(¢) Mean teuperature: 66 degrecs
(d) Average hwaridity: 17Th
(¢) Reinfalls 48 inches

ke Intelligence

(1) Encay Situation, 1-29 Februory. The eneny TET offensive
continucd irto thc carly port of Februsry. Units of this battalion
continucd to makec significent contacts during this carly period, Enery
rctrograde movements took place throuvgh the "Cherlie" Ridge arca, Large
sightings of the cncry along “Cherlie! Ridge were observed between the
10th ard 20th., It is belicved thot large V0/iVA units are regrouping
and resupplying for another large offensive in the Danang arez, In the
meantime, local gucrrillas have increased activity and have corried out
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the preponderance of the encwics activity withirn the 3rd Battalion, 7th
Marincs TAOL, It is bclicved that the BE-20th Bn was reduced to 30% of
its strength ofter the Daneng offensive, and is wresently located in the
Go 1Toi Island arca. Therc were conbinucd revnorts of o battalion size
unit located in thc north ccntral FOSTER area, The Q-1 Compony end
the Dal Loc Committec arc 2leo reported to be in the northeastern FOSTE?
area, Thc L02nd Sapper Battalior was reported to be in the southwestern
portion of "Charlie" Ridge neor Hill 52, The possibility of an attack
on Bai Loc still exists.

(2) Sincc local gucrrilla wunits have taker over the majority of
enciy activity in the TAOR, a signdficant risc in guerilla tactics (i.c,,
nines, boobytrap and sniper/azbush) have becn noted. These activities
car: be cxpected to continuc wntil lorger IVA/VC units have regrouped,
resupplicd ard are cble to support arother large offensive in the Danang
fubadctaly

(3) Ency Weapons, [ ouimment ond Suvplics Destroyed/Coptured

Wgapons - 13,

WEAPOLY - SE2TAL T BER

1 « 1=1 Carbinc 5433713

1 - SKS ChiCoa Garbinc 10112666
1 - AK-}7 ChiCom 1267

1 - JMAT=L9 SiT 7592

1 - ChiCon 60 ‘orter 1095k

1 - B-}40 laurchcr 426

1 - AK=L7 ChiCom 11073608
1 -« AK-U47 ChiCom 10150799
1 - iK-L47 ChiCom 972156

1 - 4K=}7 ChiCowm 10045846
1 - B-L4O launcher 1002312

1 - B-40 launcher 1001857

1 '~ SKS ChiCom 9190547

Fquipment - 3 kohki wiforms, 6 certridge belts, 1 canteen,
1, ChiCom grenadcs, 7 1=79 rounds, 5 4K-U7 mogazines, 3 clips AK-L7 eumo,
6 packs, L B=LO rockets, mcdicel ecquivment, 2 mogazincs pduches, 1 empty
B-hO rocket container, 1 U,S. cantcen, documents,

(4) Encmy Perssnnel Loscocs

(a) VO KIA & )17

(b) ©nvA KIa - 32

(¢) Detainess - 223 11 IC!'s, 1 civ, def.,(10 unclass by §th IIT)
(d) Chicu Hoi - 0

(e¢) Refugees Lvacusted = 0

(°) Terrein, The terrein of the 3rd Bn, 7th Marines TAOR is
prinarily flat, laced with open rice paddics throughout the castern,
central znd southern scetorse The northern and southern limits of the
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TAOR ar¢ mountairous with hcavy sceondery vegetation and stcep foothills,
The two main rivers which flow through the contral and southern sectors
of the TAOR arc the Song Vu Gia and the Song Thu Bon resncetively. The
principal terrain features of the TAOZ are Hills 55, 37 and 65,

1, Firc Support
(1) Artillery

(2) 3rd Bn, 1llth Merincs continued in direct supaort of
the Tth arines,

(b) Battery I, 3rd Bn, 1lth =rires continued in direct
support of the 3rd Bn, 7th “arincs

(e) Battcry £, hth Bn, llth ¥erines was in gencral support
of thce Tth liarincs,

(d) ‘lorter Batiery, 3rd Bn, 11th ‘Trincs nrovided reinforeing
firc support.

(e) Plat 4, 3rd 155 Gun Battery in general supoort of
lst Yarire Division,

f lclt 4.‘1’ I m AOWIL K [} } in 154 nera pO
:f ]St LS ".]’].]'. - 'D:"Pj :..]‘ on

(2) Air Support

(a) Forty-cight (L8) fixed wing flights wore flown in support
of the battalion.

(b) Onc hundred ard thirty-five (135) acrial obscrvation
and rcconnaissance missions werc flowrn,

(c) Helicoptor missiors flowr were as follows:

1. lcdicel cvecuntions (86 miesions)

2, 120 420

b, 60 civilians
c, B LRVE

de 1 VCS

2. Logistics and Troop Lifts (19 missions)
a. Cargo - 109,L00 1bs,

be Troops - 1067

3. Fircefly (10 missions)
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Ile edical

(1) Generales The overall hcalth of Marincs within the battalion
continucs to bc cxcellent with no wmajor outbrenks of illnecss,

(2) Evacuations., Casuclty cvacuations contimue to be satisfoctory.

(3) Supply. 1Medical supnlics are adequate, but the procurement
of transportation to meke supply rurs has been poor.

n. Chaplain, Weckly visits wcre made to 3rd Bn, 7th Marines personnel
at the 1st Iiedical Bn, I'SA Hospital and those¢ confined in the IIT “AF Brig.

0. Command and Cbnt.rol

(1) The 3rd Brn, 7th Varines rouained under omerstionzl esnd
adininistrative conirol of the 7th iarines during February,

(2) ©pCon 1 platoon (Ricin), Compeny X, 3rd Br, 7th Varincs was
changed to lst Bn, 7Tth Herines ot 012030H February 1968,

(3) OpCon 1 platoon (Rein) aud Cormend Groun Conmpony K, 3rd Bn,
7th iarince was changed to lst 3n, Tth “farinee at 031530F Februory 1968,

(L) OpCor 1 platoon (Fcin), Company K, 3rd Bp, 7th Merines assucd
by 3rd Bn, 7th ‘erines ot OL41600H Fcbruary 1968.

(5) OpCon Cozpany 7, 3vrd Bn, Tth Marincs chonged to 1st Bn,
7th farincs at 061530H F¢brunry 1968,

(6) OpCon 1 Platoon (Rcin) Compeny K, 3rd Bn, 7th *erinecs changed

to 1lst Bn, 7th lMarines at 061830 Fcbruesry 1968,

(7) OpCon Compony L, 3rd Bn, Sth Merines changed to 3rd Bn,
%th liarines '

(8% OpCon 2 platoons (Rein) and Command Group Compar K, 3rd Bn,
Tth Varines essuncd by 3rd Bn, Tth Yorines at 101430H Februory 1968,

(9) OpCon Cowmpany 1, 3rd Bn, 7th Merines assumed by 3rd Bn,
Tth Merincs at 11LLLOH Februery 1968,

(10) OpCon Conpary ¥y 3rd Br, 7th Marincs chonged to 1st Bn,
7th Marines at _lthOOH Felruery 1968,

(11) OpCon Company G (=), 2nd Bn 7th Harines assuncd by 3rd Bn,
7th Marincs zt 171045H Fobruory 1968,
(12) OpCon Company i, 3rd Bn, Tth Marincs assumed by 3rd Bn,
7th Marincs at 171100H Fcbruery 1968,

(13) OpCon Coupeny G (=), 2rnd Bn, 7th Marines change

d to 2
7th llarincs at 181500H Februery 1968, gt

2

nd Bn,

et ¥ LW
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(1L) OpCon Company G (=), 2nd Bn, 7th Marines assuned by 3rd Bn,
7th Merincs at 1916UGH February 1968,

‘ (15) 0pCon Comvary G (=), 2nd Bn, 7th Marinus changed to 2nd 3n,
7th Marines at 211530H February 1968,

(16) OpCon Compary i, 3rd Bn, Tth Marines changed to lst Bn,

Tth Marincs at 211530H Fcbruary 1968,

DPs . Psychologiccl Operations, The theme used for psychological
operations this wmonth has been "Surrender or.Die", to reconcile for the
najor offensive action during the TET holideys., Numerous leaflets hove
been distributed throughout the battalion TAOR,

11 ;
ENCLOSTIRE

DECLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
L A



~ DECLASSIFIED

\

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

BN ey
'L.%ﬂ i

£ i A F

k)

ry) ) -\ :3‘ LK
& Q© - 13

DECLASSIFIED



