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ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1'. - Dosignation. COM~'iANDER 

3rd Battalion {Rein), 7th l'1arines LtCol R. I:t •. BI...a~rARD 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

H&S Co 

Co I 

Co K 

Co L 

Co M 

Co H 

2., Location 

lstLt J. ? SMITH 

Capt J. C. BAGGETTE 
(lFeb-lOFeb) 
Capt J. R. REEDER 
(lOFeb-29Feb) 

Capt,J. L. LANEY 

Capt W.O. BALDlliTDr 
(It'ilob-4Feb) 
lstLt B. J. FRIEBOLIN 
<4Feb-29Feb) 

Capt K. S. HOLDAWAY 

Capt T. 1'1. CARTLIDGE 

1-29 .8'o:Jrunry 1968, Dai Loc, RVN at Hill 37, AT916583. 

Staff Officers 

ExecutiVG Officer 

An Hoa Coordinator 

S-1, Adjutnnt 

3-2 

S-3 

S-4-
S-5 

Supply Officer 

Hotor Transport Officer 

Air Liaison Officer 
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Naj D. E. BJgRKE 

}t1aj R. J. \;fOE CIillNER 

1stLt J .• N. DEITRICH 

2ndLt D. w. NOYES 

11o.j W. vi. MCIVER 

1stLt T. IV. HAaAmOW 

lstLt R. J. LAUE 

lstLt C. B. RITZEL 
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1. The 3rd Battalion, 7th }1arines cor;tinued to conduct its normal 
saturation patrollil:.g throuZhout '~he assigned TAO:? for the subject period .. 
The battalion took ~jart in three si10rt operations during the mont~ 
Companies H, H and L 3/5 (OpCon 3/7) took part in Operation NUTC:D.ll.CKrR. 
Their mission ,-vas to set up a blockin.g force for Am.erieal Division units 
pushing northwest. An operation involviLg Gorllpanies It 2.Ild ;';i also took 
place, their mission flas to conduct a search and destroy mission in the 
vicinity of a downed helicopter. In response to intelligence reports 
and enemy siGhtings (.\ two day operatior lJaS conducted in IICharlie" TIidge, 
Companies H and L participated. 

2. During the period Company 11l.,yas moved from lIill 52. ~heir base of 
operations became Hill 37, hOl-leVer, they spent the better part of the 
month under the operational control of 1st Battalion, 7th :'!arines. Thuong 
Due 0IDG Camp assumed responsibility for a sector of 3/7' s TAO~; west of 
the 81 grid line. Larly l.r. the jlonth the Phu Loe (6) cortlbat base was 
also disbanded. This base, however, was rffi~~ned later in the month as 
a platoon patrol base. 

3. Significant contact took place while the el.emy continued its TET 
offensive and during their retrograde !:1ove!!lent early il~ the month. On 

. the 7th of February, Com.;:lany L crune in contact with a company of ~Vl\.. 
The action accounted for 32 ene),w IaA and numerous 'feapons captured. 
COY,lpany M came in cOl"tnct, on th8 13th of the Lonth, Trlith what Has beleived 
to be a reir~forcGd platoon, 17 enG'ny ;CIA resulted. 

4. During this p€riod, 3rd Battalion, 7th ~jarines was t.ssisted in its 
TAOIt by Conpany L, 3rd Battalion, 5th :tnrines 1'lhich operuGed out of the 
CO'>1pany K corilbat base. Co: __ ,1pm.y L also took partin Operation 1';tiTCRACXlli. 
Company G, 2nd Battalion, 7th ?'P-rincs wlIlned the Conpany H combat base 
while Cm,l.pany H took part in ar'J. operation in the IICharlie'f~idgt area. 

5. ]\inl; and booby trap il2cidcnts increased: ;oot19Sa1;)ly', cklring.:the' lnt:ter 
part of the period. Large GP,cmy sightings 1.rere observed in tho "Charlie" 
Ridge area and Compar7 H reported scnttere<l sightings of small eDemy 
units ir" the F05TGi:1. are~ .. 

4 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

r.~IDJ~ 
.MI. .' e S;:;q'(JJ}TIAL .,l;ISTING or SIG.I\:IrrCAFT EVUJTS 

1. Topics 

a. Combat:issior, Assignee:. Occupy OLd dcferd assiRT:&d Tactical Itreu. 
Of il€SPOIlSibility (TAOi:~); cono..uct unilatoral offu,siv8 opere.tions and 
aggre;ssive day/night ;Jatrolling [lJ1<i Cl11'oushing throughout the TAOi'. cxd, 
-vrith approval, ir the RZ; maultinin ~ilf;'JC.i;ml!n surveillance 2.1:.d interdiction 
of i-.rntenmy access/ef,T€SS routes into TAO:.1 and of possible rocket sittS 
located therein; prepare to conduct combined 2lld coordinntE.c1. opE;ratior.s 
with GVH forces lnthin and beyond TAO)].; provide nlert ford8s OLd convoy 
escorts from squad to cOIi:pa, f size, c.s a reserve/alert forc& for operations 
allytmer€ in ~l.V1:; launch c01.m.tcrnttacks age.ir:st eneny i,)cne-trations in TAOR; 
cond.uct concentr1:'.ted 2nd sustainod Gi.vic Action end Jlsycholo'&;icnl t·tt<.tft::te 
proGram in ~~"volution[1ry D(;velopmGlJ.tj coordinate uith QVE oi'fici,,~ls to 
orgnr:.ize, train, advise <'me, as t:'cces82ry, iDitinllY.1)rovide co,~bat skilled 
lcadcrshi:o to thE Popular Forc5s in t.he forTll of CombinGd Action Units; and 
maintain seem-it)' of vittI lines of com .. '11unications in coordin?tior' w'ith 
GV[J forces tJithin TAO~{ .. 

b, Significant OP0i'?,t.ions COl"ductcd. Op~ration :~Tf.r'CS'ACK:a, 4-6 Feb' 68. 

U.3. KIA 
WIA 
i'iIA r on-Gittc 
l-BC GV2.C 

NBC non c vac 
DOvl 
.i0turn to duty 

d. LogistiCS 

(1) COI!struction 

9 
57 
19 
17 
1 
1 
42 

(a) Bur.kcr Positions. Scnd-baggGd roofs t~rc constructed 
on all bunl(Grs. 

(b) .Al~:lO Bunlwi's.. C0111,~JaDY Hand St':S CORpany i.r:sta1l8d 
partitioLs in thGir ar'lYlobur-kers to separate different tYPbS of arm110. 
Separate '~.JP pits WEiro constructed for all· 8lIi!':1 mortar pits. 

(c) An :Hoa. :rnprovG,nent of thb defensiv€ positions of tho 
An Hoa combat base progressed steadily. S:~;lec1al allOl.J"anc6s.hav6 been 
requ8stGd to fill their needs. 

(d) Trash Pike A new trash pit was dug for this battalion 
to insur(' i,)ropcr sar:1tatioL in this a!'0a. 

(?<) V"La.t._~..!: ... I?l1k. il. Ilmi l<mtel" tanlt ~r1rr:r;erurn<:!"8"'ttl:'e'""oT~_ 
inadequate tank on thtJ lmter tOHer. 
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'(2Y" Su?~?1y. The sUJ.::>p1y situation remains satisfactory. The 

batt.-""lion supply support contiEues to in.clude Company H ru:d the 11.n Boa 
area which arE; illcludc.d in thfJ b8.tt2.liOi~ 's TAOR. 

(3) Illotor Transport. Two housekeeping trucks he.d accidents during 
the past month. OrlE; truck waS involved irl a head-on co111sior on Liberty 
Road and has since been repaired. .!>.l!d is now in use. The oth6r truck 
which overturned on Houte, 5 has been replaced. 

(4) [:ress Service. A nGW G. I. house is being requE.:sted through 
an Engine€!' Assistance r~quest. The nEl'lf G. I. house will i:,:aprove the 
sanitation standards of tbis battalion IS mEsshall. 

(5) Command ;intcricl Insp6ction. The reinspectiol1 was held on 
17 Februm'Y. TIu. reinspoctiol1 1-J3.S s-itisfe.ctory 1-nth disc'repancios. 

e. Civil Affairs 

(1) H.dugces. Durir.g ·this !;o,onth we h2.% distributEtd l"Ilccte;rids 
to the refugees to help build thGir hc'rruets. 

(2) l:atcrinls Distributed 

(a) 'fiJO truckloads of ~.·i1!:lO boxes for terrorist victL11S. 

(b) On<:;: truck1oc.d of dUl1J1nge to refugo0s for local use. 

(c) Three boxes of clothir:g distributed to Dai Loc (V). 

(3) S8rious InciLl~nts. Serious incidtnts have decreased this 
month, there havE. been onl;Tour rEported. 

(4) ~fodcaps. ::'Tcdeaps Mve been steady during thE; past month, 
1,217 Vietnrunese ~::>eoplc \-1(.re tr;,;ateo. durir.,"y' the ,,1onth of February. 

(5) Projects. Thoro werE- r..o projects initiatEd during the month. 

f. A<1"":1inistration. :tJo sig!.ificallt problems other thm, continued 
l<1.Ck of mS-trained clerical personnel. 

g. P6rsor;JlGl. 'rhe battaliOl: category of readiness is C-2. Total 
strerLgth is 38 ~Iar,in(; Officers, 115> :Marine E:distod, 3 Navy Offic6rs, 
57 iiaVlJ Dnlisted •. 

h. Formal Training 

(1) Orientation. All ~£wly arrived p6rsonnel receiv6d intensive 
ori61:.tation and indoctrination, which included cere, maint6ne.nce, safety 
instruction, familiarization and. firing of the Tn.6 rifle. 
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(2) Scbools.Pn'sonncl of the battalion, in th£ numbGrs indioated, 

attended the followiI;.e; scho,::>ls: 

(a) FCC Leadership (1st llJE1rDiv) 5 
(b) Steff HCO Lce.cl0rshi~o (1st U?xDiv) 2 
(c) Officer Leadcrahi;) hat ·,''fe.rDiv) 2 
(d) ?~otor Transport (7th l':I1'.r) 7 
{E.} Basic Organic Supply (1st ~iarDiv) 1 
(f) :i::'cg Pubs Syst8J:i:. (III FA:'ti') 1 
(g) Vietnl:l,lileso L2.i1gu~(; (Okinl'.l·1O.) 1 
(h) I!l:1b1".rkC'.tion (Of£- Okinawa) 1 
(i) Basic In! I1Tpns ~{(;pP.ir (Okinm-ra) 1 
(j) ,Coma Crypto Security (Japan) 1 
(k) Carc(;r Coul1ciling (1st T";c,rDiv) 1 
(1) ViotnauQse Lcm~unge, (III iSilF) 1 
(m) Battnli011 )«CO School 0/7 - 26Fcb-1Hnr} 15 

i. Com,nunice.tions. :::tadio Cor.ll'!1tmications during th<::: lnonth of Februe.ry 
l'11Cre considcr€d. excellent, lnth the, E.,Xc69tion of ntutuC',l interference end 
a ~(}inor U,('lOlli1t of EOUCI::Y initit'.tcd deception. The r.lt".in problull of 
interfercnce stoms frOH ilr,'.ry units operating in ndjacGnt m'ct',S c.nd track5d 
vehicles using stronger pmn::r output, vrhich C2.USCS an override on 
frequoncios. The minor ~~,oullt of 0ncnjt dcc(;ptior. that. hp.s occurrE;d 
recently hns in no uny inpairLd the com".;1Unications (:;;fi'iciency of the 
cOIill71and. Sccurity consciousnGss, s"l:.rict' ndhcr€l1cc to radio prOCCdur0S" 
nnd usc: of authentication succcsEfully cOlU'ltcrcd enEo1'ifY dbC(;ption. 

j. Wtdh(;r 

(1) GCl1()l:'al. The woo,thor conditions dUl:'i:ng the nonth of :l"6brunry 
continued "CO be favorable for 1'1ilitpl'T opcr<'.tions. The sr!k"'.ll aro.ount of 
rainfall during the month lms not si[~nifictll1t to ham.por logistical support. 
Rivers hav~ rccEJdcd ~d wat~r stru:J.cang ill riCE) paddies is 1,)0l-r Shallow 
6nough to allow tracked vehicles to J'lIaneuVer in Y:1C'.l1y sectors of thc. TilOR. 

(2) Ste.tistics 

(n) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(c) 

11c1Xir.1UTol tcmpcrntur€: 
~ :inLrun texTporctu:.'c: 
lIoan tUl:lpel' at ure: 
Avcr2.gc hu:1idity: 
Rci.nfnll: 

k. In,tclligcncc 

77 dogroes 
58 dE:.gI'GCS 

66 degrl:LS 

77% 
48 inchos 

(1) Enc:;W Situation. 1-29 Februt'.l'y. Tho 6nemy TEf offensive 
continued into tho early '1;>1'.Tt of Februc.ry. Units of this be.tte.lion 
continu()d to rl2.lW signific[,l1t contacts during this 6~1;r pEiriod. Ener~ 
rctrogr2.dc :1'lOvcmcnts took placo throt1.gh the "Ch~liE;" J::idge nron. Lm-go 
sightings of the; c,ncny t".lor:.g "Charli61l Ridge l7ere observed bet1i1een thE.;; 
lOth and 20th. It is bLli<.;vcd th::>.t largE: VC/i.WA units arc regrouping 
and resupplyfug for anoth0r 1nrgc offensive in the Danang Cl!'er... In the 
moan,time, local guerrillas have increased activity and ha% cc..rried out 
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the prcpond(;r~cc of th~ (;nc';lics Clc·tivity trlthin th(;; Jrd Battalion, 7th 
l'~arin(;s TAOI~. It is bcli~vcd tho.t the R-20th Bn t.;o.s rEJduc€c~ to 30% of 
its strength c.fter the Dane.ng offensive, nnd is presently loco.tcd in tho 
Go iToi Islcnd nrca. There' liTero continu(;ci reports of n bntt2.1ion size 
lIDit locrttcd :in the north central Fos'rm area. The q-14 CorIPr'llY C'.nd 
the Da.i Loc COi";l;'.litteo arE; also reported to be in the northc.nstcrn FOSTE.1 
area. The 402nd Sapper BattaliOl~ Has reported to be; in the southtrestGrl1 
portion of "ChnrUcll Ridg0 nc2.r Hill 52. The possibility of an attack 
on Dai Lac still exists. 

(2) Since local gucrrill2. units hr-.v0 tC.kCL OVGr the ,,1ajority of 
(;n(;~lY 2.ctivitf in the TAOR, a significant rise in @,'UE;;rilln tnctics (i.c" 
:.'i~,int:s, boobytrap al1d snipc.r/a::.bush) have been notGd. These activities 
can be expected to continue until lrrgbr rVA/VC U1Jits have rcgroupf;;d, 
resupplied wd aru [Cblc to sUPJort 2-nother large offEJtJsivG in tht Dnnnng 
area. 

(3) Encr~r Hcc.pons,: quipi"!lcnt end Supplies DE':stroYGd/Ca;otured 

v~(:apons - 13 1 

hTEAFOlT SK~,DlL tU ~8ER 

1 - E-l C nrbin~ 
1 - SKS Chiem Garbinc 
1 - AK-47 ChiCom 
1 - i'IAT.49s:r:n 
1 - ChiCon 6o:,m .':J.ortc.t' 
1 - B-40 laur)c her 
1 - AK-47 ChiCo!':~ 
1 - AK-47 ChiCom 
1 - AK-47 ChiCom 
1 - AK-47 ChiCorn, 
1 - B-40 launcher 
1 - B-40 laun.chol" 
1 - SKS ChiCom 

5433713 
10;tl2666 
1267 
7592 
10954 
426 
11073608 
10150799 
9472156 
10045846 
1002)12 
1001857 
9190541 

Equip!'lent - 3 knhki lll,ifor:':'ls, 6 certridgf: bt·lts, 1 cCIltl-8n~ 
14 ChiCon g,TL.nad~s, 7 E-79 r,)1.mds, 5 il.IC-47 r:mgazines" 3 clips AK-L.7 amr.10, 
6 1'0..01(8, 4 B-40 rockets, '·;lccJ,icr.l cquipnK"nt, 2 mo..gnzincs pouches, 1 empty 
13-40 rockvt c:mtnincr, 1 U~S. CalltE..S;:l, dOCUr!lLnts. 

(4) men}" Pcrs;Jnnel LClS['GS 

(a) VClIA ~ 117 
(b) EVA KIA - 32 
(c) Detaino()s - 22; 11 !CIS, 1 c1v~ dot.,elO ~classby:9th rlT) 
(d) Chieu HJi - 0 
(8) Refugees Lvacuc.tcd - 0 

(S) TL.rrein$ The t0rr2.in of the 3rd Bn, 7th l"l1ll'incs TAOR is 
'pri..""lnrily flnt" 11:'.cod with open ricE. paddies throughout the eo..stcrn, 
central ;Jlld s'Juthcrn scct:)rs. The l'l)rthcrn ~d southGrn 1irilits of thE:; 
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T1I.0I~ arG l-l'ith hcnVJr sceondery vc.;gt;tation nn.d steep foothills, 
The t't.JO main ri vcrs 1-1hich flot·, thr0uC.;h thE: central nod southern sectors 
of the TAOR cxe the Song Vu Gin and. the Song Thu Bon rcs!,cct1vGly. ThG 
principal terrain foaturcs of the TAO:;], D.rC Hills 55, 37 nr..d 65. 

1. Fire Support 

(1) Artillery 

(a) 3rd En, nth ]\lC'..!'incs continued in direct sup:'>ort of 
the 7th ;;(arinos. 

(b) BattE.ry I, 3rd 3n, 11th ~'rC'.rin€~ continuod :in dirGct 
support of the 3rd Bn, 7th:Tnrin(;s 

(c) Battery le, 4th En, 11th j!Ir.rinos was in 2:01101'<'.1 support 
of the 7th Lm-ir.l.cs. 

Cd) "fortc.r Batt£ry, 3rd Bn, 11th ':nrincs provided roirl.i'orcing 
fire support. 

(e) Plat h, 3rd 155 Gun Battery in general support of 
1st ~Inrinc Division. 

(f) Plat A, 3rd 8 l.n.ch How'itzcr Buttery in goncrnl support 
of 1st :;i:U'il'Jo Division. 

(2) Air Support 

(n.) Forty-eight (48) fi..'C(;d wing flights were flmm in support 
of the battalion. 

(b) One hundred ar:,d thirty-five (135) ucrL.'1.1 obsbrvetion 
and rcconr..aiss::mc<.; missions vlorc fl·:)wn. 

(c) Helicopter missiot'.8 flmm l..roro ['.8 follOl..rs: 

1.. Ecdicc.l (;v2.CudiollS (86 missions) 

n. 120 US?:C 
b. 60 civiliars 
c. 6 I.Rvt.: 
d. 1 VCS 

2. Logintics and Troop Lifts (19 missions) 

u. em'go - 109,400 Ibs. 

b. Troops - 1067 

3. Firefly (10 missions) 

9 
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(1) General. The overall henlth of ~~D.rin(;S "lithin the bntttJ.iotl 
continues to be excellent l-lith no i"1i.njor outbrcnks of ilJ.m;ss. 

(2) EVf.l.cuntions. Casu1:'.lty Gvacuations continue to bE:; satisfc.ctory ... 

(3) Sup·()ly. l'~€dicd sU;,?)Jlies ere c.dequllto, but the procurePGnt 
of transport/dion to m.::.ke supply r1.l.l:.S has be{on poor. 

n. Chapln.in. N(;ckly visits were; r:1ndc to 3rd En, 7th ?Jc..rin8S pEirsonnd 
at tho 1st :lcdica1 En, rSA Hospital and thOSe confined in th8 III ~'.~~ Brig. 

O. . COrlHo.nd ond Control 

(1) The 3rd BrJ., 7th ~~1'.rinGS rcnn.inc.d under o!:,cr1'.tiond L".l1d 

ad.ldnistrativ0 control of 'chc 7th ~:It:'.Y'inos during FGbrucry. 

(2) OpCon 1 p1;:\tQ.:)n (ReD:,)), Comp<'.llY' K, 3rd Bn, 7th Fo..rincs l·lTaS 

crumgcd to 1st Bn, 7th E,'Xln(;S Cot 012030H F(;bruc:ry 1968. 

(3) OpCon 1 plt'.toon (Rein) and Cor,Tf.l,::nd Grou, COHp<-".ny K, 3rd Bn, 
7th l78.rlncS was chan[';cd to 1st .an, 7th ~'Tt'.rincs at 0315'30F. Flo.:brucry 1968. 

(4) OpCon 1 p1dClon (Lew), Cor.1.pnny K, 3rd Bn, 7th }!i,~.:d.m .. s ['.ssu};J(;d 
by 3rd En, 7th ~lerincs nt 041600H Fc.brucry 1968. 

(5) OpCon Co:".pan;{ I!, 3rd Bn, 7th Hm-incs ch~gcc, t:) 1st Bn, 
7th ~:rnrincs at 061530H F, bru;u-y 1968. 

(6) OpCon 1 Platoon (Ildn) Conpany K, 3rd En, 7th "1ermGs changEd 
to' 1st Bn, 7th Hermes at o61830H Fcbrurry 1968. 

(7) OpCon CO~'1PCU1y L, 3rd En, 5th Hm-ines chnngf.id to' Jrd Bn, 
!tth Nnrin lOS 

(8': OpCon 2 plp.t,)ons (Hein) nnd Coro1T,l<IDd Group Compr .. n<>· K, 3rd Bn, 
7th Enrincs r.ssuncd by 3rd Bn, 7th .~;c.rin(;S at 101430H F!;;brll.':lrY 1968. 

(9) OpCon Comp['DY r:, 3rd En, 7th Yrrinus nssIDlcd by 3rd Bn, 
7th l{arinc.s at 111440H FcbrUc"TY 1968. 

(10) OpCon CO~"Pru7 !';', 3rd Bn, 7th 11:nrincs chnngcd to 1s·1i Bn" 
7th ?1arincs [l.t 141000H Februc:cy 1968. 

(11) OpCon Conpnny G (-), 2nd En 7th UC'.l'lnE;S Msumee. by .3rd Bn, 
7th ll2l'incs nt 171045H Fcbru:'.I'Y 1968. 

(12) OpCon Company F, 3rd Bn, 7th ~'!m-inc.s D.EiSlli"llcd by 3rd Bn, 
7th ?'Inrinc.s n.t 171100H Fcbrue.ry 1968. 

(13) OpCon CO!.lp~\.ny G (-), 2nd Bn, 
7th i1arincD at IBl5'OOH Fcbruc.ry 1968. 

7th Harincs chang€d to' 2nd Bn, 
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- (14) oPcon Company G (~), 2nd :6n, 

7th NC'Xincs at 191645H F(..brunrY 1968. 

(15) O:oOon CO!'l.pa.I~1 G (-), 2rA Bn,; 7th liarinc8 changed to 2nd Bo, 
7th 'Jm-in(;.s at 211530H Fcbruo.ry 1968. 

(16) OpCon Corl:Jany ~i~ 3r3. Bn, 7th Marin('s changed to 1st Bn, 
7th ~'Iarinos at 211530H Fcbru .... '.I'y 1968. 

p •. Psychologic~.l Opc.r['.tions. ThG themE; used for psychological 
op8rations this l,lontl1 has '6een llSurrcnd8r or. Dic" , to reconcile for the 
r.1a.jor offensive action during thE; TET holidays. Nur,16rous 10n.flets h:we 
bEJOU disi:.rib1r'"ed throughout the battalion TAOR.. 
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