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HEADQ ARTERS
9th Motor Transport Battalion
3d Marine Division (Rein) FMF

G@NHD%ZNTHAL FPO San Francisco 96602 7

: 5750 .
CONFIDENTTAL (UNCLASSIFIED UPON REMOVAL OF ENCL. (1)) 7 Jemary 1967

Froms Commanding Officer :

Tot  Commandant: of the Marine Corps (Code A03D)

Viat 21:3 Commending General, 3d Marine Division (Rein) FMF
2) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific

Subjs Command Chronology for period 1 December 1966 to 31 December 1966

Ref:. éa; MCO 5750, 2

b) FMFPACO 5750.8
Encl: (1) 9th Motor Transport Command Chronology

%» In accordance with the provisions of references (a) and (b), enclosure
(1) is submitted,
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PART I
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

o

DESIGNATION
9th Motor Transport Battelion
SUBORDINATE UNITS

H&S Company
1] Aﬂr com.pany
"B® Company
"C¥: Company
Transport Company

2. LOCATION

COMMANDER
Major D, R TYER (27mug66)

tstlt H. Ju DAVIS (90ct66)
{stlt J, C. NELLES (22Nov66)
Tstlt M. G, LOUGHMAN (21Nové6)
Capt T. J. FOX (60ct66)

Cept W. R. MURPHY (8ang66)

1-39 'Decemﬁer_z fDong' Ea, RVN, gﬂ&s Co, "B Co, and "C" Co))

1=31 Decembers. (Da Nang, RVN,

3. STAFF OFFICERS

Executive Officexr

Ajutant

S-3

S-4

Medical Qfficer

4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

s o

OFF  ENL OFF ENL
4. 340 2 Tt
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g% Co and Trans Co)) .

Capt J. Do MATTINGLY (40ct66)
2ndLt E. A. NELSON (170ct66)
Capt Jo Ds MATTINGLY (25Juné6)
2ndLt. J, M., THOMPSON (4Dec66)
Lt G. H. NUMSEN (1Dect6)

OTHER
OFF ENL

T RVN Interp.



DECLASSIFIED

ww"*\“ E E@ENTEAE‘

During the reporting periad (1 = 31 December 1966) this battalion pare
ticipated in five "Rough Riders" and numerous troop movements, A new
concept of road clearing for motor vehicles was instituted in Rough Rider
Operations, ‘The battalion is' ADCON/OPCON to the' 3d Marine Division with
the exception of two compenies being OPCON 1at Marine Divisien,  Civil
Affairs activities have been l:mited. Administration/Personnél, Yoral
@nd Per'sonnel Sefvices, Discipliné’ and Training have been excellent
considering the operational commitiment of this Battalion, The MRG 109ts
(Radio vehicle) heve been used extensively to support convoys both
tactical and administrative, Close combat situations have been limited,
however one WIA was sustained as a result of a VC grenade detonated
near a defénsive bunker, The vehicle deadline status remsins good
however a shortage of 6 IN batteries and 1100 x 20 tires is approaching
a critical state, Lack of 3d echelon maintenancé repair parts accounts
for the longest down time of deadlined equipment,
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PART TIT

SEQUENTTAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

a. Combat mission assignedt To provide Motor Transport Support
to 3d Marine Division.

b. Significant operations conducted,

(1) Pour (4) trucks supperted 3d Moter Transport Battalion convoy
in connection with operation Rough Rider to DaNang on
1 December 1966. '

(2) Forty (40) trucks supported tactical movement of elements
of 3d Merine Division (Forward) on 2 December 1966,

(3) Thirtye-six (36) trucks supported tactical movement of
elements of 3d Marine Division (Forward) on 3 December 1966.

(4) Sixty (60) trucks supperted tactical movement of elements
of 3d Marine Divisien (Forward) en 4 December 1966. .

(5) Six (6) trucks supported tactical movement of elements of
3d Marine Division (Forward) on 8 December 1966.

(6) Bleven (11) trucks supported tactical movement of “F™ Company,
2 Battalion, 9th Marines on 11 December 1966,

(7) Forty-six (46) trucks supported movement of 3d Battalion,
26th Marines into Dong Ha on 11 December 1966, ‘

(8) Twenty-nine (29) vehicles supported 9th Moter Transport
attalion cenvoy in connection with eperation Rough Rider
to Anlo on 13 December 1966,
(9) Forty-nine (49) vehicles supported 9th Motor Transport
Battalion convoy in connection with operation Rough Rider
te Fhu Bai en 17 = 18 December 1966.

(10) Porty-eight (48) vehicles supperted 9th Moter Transpoert
Battalion convey in connection with eperation Rough Rider
and Operation Chinook on 19 December 1966,

(11) Thirty (30) vehicles supported 9th Motor Transpert Battalion
convey in connectien with operation Rough Rider and oper-
ation Chinook on 25 December 1966,

(12) Twenty-eight (28) vehicles supported 9th Motor Transport
Battalion convoy to Calu Area 30 - 31 December 1966,

¢+ Casualties inflicted on the enemys None
d. Casualties sustaineds One (NonwSerieus)
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e. New techniques employed: A different concept in rvad cléaring
vas intiated du'ring this period which has proved very successful.,
Thirty minutes prior to the lead elements of the first serial cressing
the I. P. the Ehgineer Sweep -Team with security jumps off for the lst
chieck point sweeping suspected mine locations in the highway. Maine
taining: contact with the Convoy Commander they remain at the 1lst check
peint mtil directed to meve on by the Convoy Commander, Air Suppert
is on statien prier to cressing the I. P, permitting visual ¢entact
and air cover of both the cenvoy and the Engineer Sweep Team, Under
this concept the sweep team ensures the road is clear and does not
cause excessive delay to the convoy.

£, Command relations:
" (1) 9th Motor Treanspert Battalion - ADCON = 3d Marine Division
(a) H&S, "B", and "C" Cempany ~ OPCON - 3d Marine Divisien
‘(b) "A" and Transport Gompany' = OPGON = st Marine Divisien

g. Equipmt- Operations in a wet climate and mud has had an
adverse”effect on all brake systems of all vehicles. General trends
show a higher percentage of H—Sh, 5 Ton, cargo vehicles being deadlined
s epposed to the M-36, 2% n, carge vehicle, : ,

Lot

h. Iog:.st:.cs-

(1) Major trends in deadline status show 3d echelon maintenance
and direct exchange repairable parts as being respensible
for the major pertion of deadlined vehicles. Items of ‘
particular intereést are: clutches, ‘transmissions, fuel tanks,

- genera’wrs, engines, wheel cylm:lers and ‘brake shoes.

(2) Shortage of 6N batteries and 1100 X 20 tires will result
in ‘a eritical situation if pending requisitiens are net
filled in the near future.

i, Civic Affairs/Military Gevemnent/Ccmmmity Relations

(1) Periodic visits to the assigned Hamlet curtailed due to
increased V. C. activity in this area.

“(2) MED-CAP pestpened due to increased V. G, reportings in
the designated area.

(3) Presented dolls and toys to 2d ARVN Regiment for their

" Christmas party on 24 December 1966, Civil Affairs
Officer was in attendance and presented toys to the children
at that party.

L) A letter of appreciation sent to the Province Ghief,
W Quang Tri Province, for ‘the Christmas show presented to
the Allied troops by the citizens of Quang Tri on 23

December 1966,
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(5) Medical Aid and evacuation to D-MED of three (3) Vietw

namese, wounded by unknown explesive device on
30 December 1966.

Administration/Personnel
(1) ALl compenies on addressegraph system.

(2) Joined (1 - 31 December 1966)
One USMC Officer Forty-four USMC Enlisted

(3) Transferred (1 - 31 December 1966)
Two USMC Officer Thirteen USMC Enlisted
One USN Officer ‘

(4) Morale
(a) Ha&.S, WBH# and WCw Cpmpa.nies - Excellent

(v) Ma" and Transport Companies = The undersigned visited
both companies which are located in Da Nang end ob-
served that their morsle was in a higher state than
on previous visits. The physical separation of these
companies from the Battalion has had an adverse effect

on morale, but -the uniting ef all companies to ba.ttal:l.on

control will greatly improve this mtuat:.on.
(5) Personnel Services

(a) The physical location of "AM and Transport Companies
as mentioned in subparagraph j. (4) gbove has given
rise to administrative problems such as the processing
of orders, emergency leave, discipline and assignment,

We are meeting this problem through the use of couriers

and close ligison, however the early return of these
companies to battalion control would impreve this
situation,

(6) D:.sclplme (1 - 31 December 1966) ‘
One Special Court Martial EVlOl Art 94, 108, and 116)
One Summary Court Martial (Viol Art 91 and 92)
(7) Training

(a) Four (4) personnel received sixteen hour school en
commnication and wire equipment water proefing,

(b) Sixty (60) personnel received eleven hour school on
employment of claymore minesg.

(c) Four (4) persomnel received sixteen hour schocl on
water proefing of wheeled vehicles,

3
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(d) Four (4) personnel received eight hour school on
the wrecker operator.

(e) Twalty-tm (22) persennel received one hour lecture
on traffic aafety.

(£) Twenty-six (26) persennel received three hour lecture
en NCO Leadership.

(g) One hundred and fifty-five (155) personnel received
_ 8ix hour lecture on First Aid,

" (h) Fifty-seven (57) persomnel received eight hours

firing for familiarization with the .45 caliber pistel.

(i) One hundred and fifty-five (155) personnel received
eight hours firing for familiarization with the M-li
rifleo

(3) Fifty (50) personnel received two hours lecture on
50 caliber machine gun,

" (k) One hundred and fifty-eight (158) personnel received
eight hours firing for familiarization with the
50 caliber machine gun,

(l) Fifty (50) personnel received two hour lecturs on
M=50 machine gun,

o "(m) One hundred and fifty-four -(154) persennel received

eight hours firing for famliarizatien with the M~60
machine gun,

" (n) Twenty=two (22) personnel received four hour lecture
on tactical cenvoy procedures,

‘(o) Two (2) persennel raceived cne hour lecture on
Enbarkation.

" (p) Fifty (50) personnel received two hour lecture on
’ Sa.fe‘by *

(q) Fifty-eight (58) personnel received nine hours of
, instruction on field fort:.f:.ca.t:.onS.

(r) Fifty=-six (56) personnel received twenty hours of
instruction on interior guard.

" (s) Twenty-seven (27) personnel received eight hours
lecture on UGMJ and Cede of Gendmt.. i

t (%) Forty-o‘.’our (hh) personnel received one hour
- . indoctrination lecture.
h . ' ’ - wbrh‘f 1
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k. Intelligence: At 301945H December 1966 approximately twelve
villagers brought 3 wounded Vietnamese teenagers to the defensive
wire (ID 238588). They stated the wounds were a result of an ex~-
plosion within their village and was not VC initiated. It was
noted that approximately eight (8) adult males accempanied the party
few of whom were recognized, )

1. Commnicaticns |

(1) MRC 109's used extensively in support of tactical move-
. ments cited in paragraph b..

(2) Joined 2539 (E-8) assigned billet as Communications Chief,
m, Glése Combat ‘
(1) At 21090CH December 1966 three (3) trucks supporting
" survey team (YD 307553) received 10-12 rounds SA from
1-2 V¢ (YD 305550). ;
(2) At 222000H December 1966 explosive device detonated near
bunker (YD 238591). Sentry observed one VC running

toward village and tock him under fire with 4-5 rounds
SA with wiknown results. One USMC WIA,

(3) At 280035H December 1966 explosive device detonated near
" bunker (ID 237592). No enemy observed and mo action taken.
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