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PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. The Ninth Marine Amphibious Brigade was activated 
at Subic Bay. Republic of Philippines for planning of 
contingency operations. CTF Seven Nine's message l30l48Z 
May 75 directed its activation and simultaneously directed 
the deactivation of the Ninth Marine Amphibious Brigade 
Staff Nucleus. Brigadier General Richard E. CAREY was 
designated the Commanding General, Ninth Marine Amphibious 
Brigade and assigned Task Designator 79.1..:.batlalion __ 
Landing Team 2/4 (-) (Rein) became the ground element. 
and Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 462 was designated 
the aviation element. LSU 3/9 embarked aboard USS Mobile 
was to provide logistics support. 

2. A minimal 9th MAB Staff embarked aboard the USS 
Hancock (CVA-19) on 14 May 1975 to provide command and 
control for BLT 2/4, HMH-462, and LSU 3/9; preparation 
then began for contingency operations in the Gulf of 
Thailand. 

3. Command and General/Special Staff Personnel: 

Commanding General BGEN Rb~hard E. CAREY 

Chief of Staff COL Alfred M. GRAY JR. 

Ass't Chief of Staff/G-l l5TLT Robert B. BLOSE JR. 

Ass't Chief of Staff/G-2 CWO-4 Harold R. FISCHER 

Ass't Chief of Staff/G-3 MAJ Richard K. YOUNG 

G-3 Operations Officer CAPT Victor V. ASHFORD 

Fire Support Coordinator MAJ David F. HILLER 

Naval Gunfire Officer LCDR Ralph D. HARTUNG 

Air Officer MAJ David E. COX 

Ass't Chief of Staff/G-4 MAJ John F. SHEA 

Comm-Elect Officer MAJ William G. KEHPLE 

LSU 3/9 MAJ Fredrick JONES 

BLT 2/4 LTCOL George P. SLADE 

HMH-462 LTCOL James L. BOLTON 
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PART II 

FUNCTIONAL AREAS 

1. G-1 

a. The primary function of the G~l, once activation 
of the 9th MAB was announced, was to procure needed staff 
personnel to augment the permanent nucleus staff. Since 
many ~f the staff personnel who participated in Operation 
"Frequent Wind", conducted by the 9th MAB, were still 
immediately available, this proved to be no problem. An 
austere staff was formed within a~24 hour period, and then 
embarked aboard the USS Hancock and immediately commenced 
planning for contingency operations. 

b. After learning of the forces chopped to 9th MAB, 
the G-l section made liaison with subordinate counter­
parts to determine major units and detachments and also 
to obtain accurate personnel figures. . 

c. The breakdown of f6rces and pers6hhel was as fol16ws: 

2. G-2 

NINTH MAB 

Ninth MAB HQ 
Det P 1st Rad Bn 
2d Bn, 4th Mar 

Co E 
Co G 
Co K 3/9 
81mm Mar Plat 
Recon Plat 
106mm RR Plat 
Det 3d SP 
Det H&S Co 1/4 
Det 3d Engr 
NGF Tm 3/12 

HMH-462 
LSU 3/9 

TOTAL 

USMC 
OFF/ENL 

11/11 
1/17 

28/639 
7/157 
7/165 
7/154 
1/55 
1/21 
1/42 
0/6 
0/1 
0/6 
1/13 

39/223 
5/53 

84/943 

USN 
OFF/ENL 

1/0 
0/0 
1/23 
0/4 
0/3 
0/4 
0/1 
0/1 
0/1 
0/0 
1/6 
0/0 
0/0 
·1/12 
0/7 

3/32 

TOTAL 
OFF/ENL 

12/11 
1/17 

29/662 
7/161 
7/168 
7/158 
1/56 
1/22 
1/43 
0/6 
1/7 
0/6 
1/13 
40/235 
5/60 

87/975 

a. At 130800H, The G-2 section attended a conference with 
CTG 79.1. Received mission to wit: "9th MAB to form backup 
for Special Operations in the Gulf of Thailand." 
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FUNCTIONAL AREAS (Cant.) 

b. At 130900H, intelligence operations were initiated 
in support of special operations. 

c. At 130930H, a call was received from III MAF ind­
icating that EEl's had been requested from Seventh Fleet. 
Based on that information, no further message traffic was 
initiated from this section concerning EEl's to higher 
headquarters. 

d. At l3l000H, appropriate maps were procured from 
the Map Storage Facility at~",r:,uibil Point in sufficient 
quantities. HMH-462 drew maps separately from the storage 
facility. 

e. At 131000H, the G-2 Section, composed of one 
officer and one enlisted, was formed. 

G-2 CWO-4 H. R. FISCHER 

Inte11Ch£ GySgt R. M. TOMSON 

f. A~ 131130H, additional map requirements were 
discussed with III MAF, should the need for more maps 
arise. 

g. At l31300H, work was started on the enemy sit­
uation update. Concentration was on Southwest Cambodia 
and Cambodian claimed islands in the Gulf of Thailand. 

h. 
Hancock. 

At l31800H, the G-2 forward moved aboard the USS 
Liaison with USS Hancock N-2 was effected and 

work continued on Cambodian update. 

i. At 131900H, work began on the characteristics 
of the objective area: 

Poulo Wai Island complex 
Koh Tang Island 
Han Panjang Island 
SS Mayaguez Characteristics 

Due to insufficient information and lack of map coverage 
of subject islands, onl'jlimited information was obtained 
(which included a debrief of a Cambodian naval officer 
concerning Poulo Wai and Koh Tang Islands). Map coverage of 
subject island was available only in 1:250,000 maps or 
larger. 
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PART II 

FUNCTIONAL AREAS (Cont.) 

j. At l31930H, work began on constructing situation 
and briefing maps. 

k. At 140100H, detachment from radio bata11ion 
embarks aboard USS Hancock. 

1. At 140100H, detachment ITT embarks aboard USS 
Hancock. 

m. At 14l700H, G-2 began preparing beach and airfield 
studies. 

n. At l42200H, prints of KC ships were received from 
USS Hancock photo lab. 

o. At l422l5H, work began on Annex B to Operations 
Order (Kampong Som). At 150631H, received message 142l45Z 
May 75 from CINCPAC to CINCPACFLT concerning Fleet Tac-
tical Aerial Photo Reconnaissance. (CTG 79.1 not info addee) 

p. At l50800H, photos of landing beaches and airfields 
were received from ship's photo lab. 

q. At l51240H, the Intelligence Estimate, beach and 
airfield studies were completed. Have not received any 
aerial photography. 

r. At 15l800H, the ABCCC net was monitored. 

s. At 15200H, an intelligence brief was presented 
to aircrews of HMH-462, for possible fly-off. At l52056H, 
a message was received from CTF 76 to SSO 307 requesting 
all photo coverage destined for Hancock, by C-1. 

t. At l52l00H, all work was ceased on contingency 
operations. 

3. G-3 

a. Oa 13 May 1975, the 9th MAB began forming for 
special contingency operations. 

b. On 14 May 1975, the G-3 Section was formed, 
consisting of an austere staff of Operations Officer, 
Air Officer, Fire Support Coordinator, and Naval Gunfire 
Officer. Commenced planning for contingency operations 
in Cambodia caused by the seizure of the American ship 
Mayaguez by Cambodian naval vessels. 
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PART II 

FUNCTIONAL AREAS (Cont.) 

c. Missions initially assigned were: (1) Seizure 
of Paulo Wai Islands; (2) Occupying Kampong Sam Port 
and (3) seizure of Koh Tang. All the prelimtnary planning 
was based on forces assigned and on future utilization of 
additional forces. 

d. On 15 May 1975, operations were monitored over 
the Air Force Command Net and planning was adjusted to 
include extraction. of 2/9 Marines, ~hould they remain on 
the island overnight. 

e. Flexible plans were formulated for the air/ground 
team of 9th MAB to extract forces on Koh Tang Island by 
small naval craft (LCM-6/8) or by helicopter, or by a 
combination of both. The ground unit was already planning 
innovative ways to harden the naval craft, and operations 
could have commenced immediately upon arrival in the 
ob j ec tive area'. 

f. Beaches were selected and concurrent planning 
was underway. Cooperation of the Navy/Marine Corps team 
in planning this operation was never finer. 

g. At 2320G on 15 May, we stopped our planning when 
the operation was completed by erG 79.9. We were in a 
position to commit the combat power of the MAB upon 
arrival in the objective area. 

4. G-4 

a. On 140300 May 75, CG 9th MAB and Staff comp~eted 
embarkation aboard USS Hancock. 

b. ON 14 May liaison was established with embarked 
commands HMH-462 and BLT 2/4 to ascertain their logistic 
posture. 

c. Also on 14 May, the G-4 conducted a staff visit 
with the Supply Officer, USS Hancock~ to discuss availability 
of supply support for embarked Marines. The ship's 
Supply Officer indicated that subject support was avail­
able;~accordingly, supply control and requisitioning 
procedures were established. 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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PART II 

FUNCTIONAL AREAS (Cont.) 

d. Attended a planning conference between CTF 76 
and CTG 79.1 General and Special Staff Personnel. The 
purpose of this conference was to discuss anticipated 
contingency operations and related planning requirements. 

e. On 15 May, we received a briefing by the Chief 
of Staff 9th MAB, G-2 and G-3 regarding possible courses 
of action relative to 9th MAB's participation in contin­
gency operations. 

f. Continued to identify and quantify embarked 
equipment and supplies aboard assault shipping to include 
amphibious ships and units which would conceivably join 
the Landing Force in the event that 9th MAB was committed 
to contingency operations. 

g. Submitted request to COMSEVENTHFLT for authority 
to utilize L-form stocks in support of contingency oper­
ations (CG, 9th MAB msg l4l5l9Z May 75) 

h. Authority to utilize L-form stocks received from 
COMSEVENTHFLT (COMSEVENTHFLT msg l42012Z May 75). 

i. Logistics planning for support of contingency 
operations terminated. 

5. Eommunications-E1ectronics Officer 

a. On 13 May 75, finalized planning for communications 
guard afloat and ashore. Prepared communications shift 
messages to move CG, -9th MAB/CTG 79.1 guard aboard USS 
Hancock and establish 9th MAB Rear/eTE 79.1.0.1 guard 
ashore at NTCC Subic Bay. Messages to be submitted when 
time of sailing certain. Embarked USS Hancock. 

b. On 14 May 75, the CEO shifted CG. 9th MAB/CTG 79.1 
communications guard to USS Hancock and established 9th MAB 
Rear/GTE 79.1.0.1 guard at NTCC Subic Bay. Liaison with 
CTF 76 N-5 and USS Hancock eommunications Officer about 
guard and operational communications. Resubmitted 
communications shifts due to suspected non-delivery. 

c. On 15 May 75, the CG's planning guidance was 
received. Activated monitor station of Air Force Command 
Net to monitor progress of contingency operations. 
Coordinated with CTF 76, USS Hancock, MAB Staff, BLT 2/4, 
and HMH-462 personnel to form initial communications 
concepts. Plan must also allow for control from ship 
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PART II 

FUNCTIONAL AREAS (Cont.) 

or through AMC. Ship's equipment limits plans to HF 
equipment (SSB) or UHF communications. Embarked equip-
ment limits HF circuits to two long range and two 
medium/short range. Plan long range for Command and Control 
and Supporting Arms coordination. Plan medium/short range 
for Helicopter/Tactical Air Requests and Naval Gunfire 
Support. If the ship is ciliose enough to the operations 
area, can augment with deck-mounted FM. If AMC on station 
can use UHF ship-to-AMC and FM from shore-to-AMC. 
Recorded Air Force Command Net from l220G to 2l12G. 
Ceased planning when last GSG extracted. 

d. Submitted communications shift to move CG, 
9th MAB ashore to NTCC Subic Bay RP at 1200H on 17 May 
75. 

e. On 17 May submitted message to cancel 9th MAB 
Rear/CTE 79.1.0.1 guard effective l200H on 18 May 1975. 
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PART III 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

At 68008, 13 May 1975 an austere 9th MAB Staff was 
activated for planning in preparation for possible con­
tingency operations in the Gulf of Thailand. Brigadier 
General R. E. CAREY (CG, NINTH MAB) , a small planning 
staff, HMH-462, BLT 2/4 (-) (Rein) embarked aboard the 
USS HANCOCK; concurrently, Company K and LSU 3/9 embarked 
aboard the USS Mobile, as the two ships prepared to 
sail for the Gulf of Thailand. I 

Embarkation of landing force elements, along with 
essential combat materiel, was completed at 2300H, 13 
May 1975; in addition, a delayed departure time permitted 
embarking of an additional AVCAL packup for HMH-462. 
flown in from OKinawa during the night. The total embark­
ation effort was completed at 0700H, 14 May 1975, and 
subsequently, the USS HANCOCK and USS MOBILE left Subic 
Bay RP for the coastal area of Cambodia. 

Early that evening initial planning guidance was 
received from CG Ninth MAE and planning was begun with 
the following four basic options being considered: 

A. Seizure of Koh Tang Island 

B. Seizure of the Paulo Wai Island complex 

e. Seizure of Kampong Som Port 

D. Recovery of SS MAYAGUEZ 

Early the morning of 15 May the concepts of planning 
had changed to include reinforcement of Marine GSF 
inserted by Air Force helicopters on Koh Tang Island, 
as well as continued planning to secure the Port of 
Kampong Som. 

As the tactical situation began to develop, and 
confirmation was received that elememts of BLT 2/9 had 
landed on Koh Tang Island, as well as confirmation of the 
successful recovery of the MAYAGUEZ and her crew, the 
thrust of Ninth MAE planning again shifted. Planning was 
begun for the extraction of Marine GSF and downed air crew­
men from Koh Tang Island. if directed, based on those 
assets currently available aboard the USS HANCOCK and 
USS MOBILE. BLT 2/4 prepared serial assignments for 
landing by LCM 6/8's and/or by CH-53 and CH-46 helicopter 
assets. Available class V and unit BA's were inventoried. 

In view of the rapidly developing tense situation on 
Koh Tang Island, at l5l5G on 15 Maya message was sent 
to USSAG/7AF requesting all available information which 
might assist in planning for the extraction. Oh the 
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NARRAT·IVE SUMMARY (Cont.) 

afternoon of the 15th planning continued based on 
continuous monitoring of the tactical situation on 
Koh Tang Island over the Air Force ABCCC Command Net. 

At approximately l800G Ninth MAB was directed by 
CINCPACFLT to be prepared to launch four CR-53's to the 
USS CORAL SEA with an ETD of 0300G, in the event that 
the extraction effort currently underway was unsuccessful. 

When confirmation was received at approximately 
2030G that the GSF extraction from Koh Tang Island had 
been successfully completed, Ninth MAB had an almost 
fully developed, flexible plan for landing by surface00r 
air, and was awaiting receipt of requested information 
from USSAG/7AF concerning troop disposition, enemy 
activities and capabilities, and the number of GSF 
remaining to be extracted, as well as aerial photo 
coverage of Koh Tang Island. Ninth MAB intelligence 
personnel had completed studies on potential landing 
beaches in the Kampong Sam and Ream areas. Studies 
were continuing on potential landing beaches on Koh 
Tang Island, as well as the Poulo Wai Island complex, 
pending receipt of aerial photo coverage requested earlie~. 
In lieu of photo coverage hand-drawn pictures of Koh 
Tang Island were completed and subsequently enlarged. 
An urban study of Kampong Sam had been completed. 
The Intelligence Estimate to the Operations Order was 
written and ready for publication. At the time of 
cessation all key personnel, including aircrews, had 
received an extensive intelligence briefing based on all 
available information. 

The Fire Support Annex had been completed and 
appendices were being developed. Coordination had been 
effected with CTF 76 staff to establish the SACC/FSCC 
in the USS HANCOCK Flag Plot room, and two HF nets had 
been made made available. Two Spot Teams were formed 
to go ashore, and a liaison party from the Shore Fire 
Control Party was formed to complement the FSCC aboard 
the ship. 

All units and equipment of BLT 2/4 were combat ready. 
BLT 2/4 had prepared serial assignments for landing either 
by surface or by air, and was standing by to publish 
REALT's and assault craft landing schedules when launch 
positions were confirmed. 

At the cessation of operations HMH-462, as directed 
by CINCPACFLT, was prepared to launch four CR-53's to the 
USS CORAL SEA with an ETD of 0300G and an ETA of approx­
imately 0600G. Seven CH-53's had been configured with 
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY (Cant.) 

internal fuel tanks, were fully fueled, and all guns 
had been mounted and test fired. Aircrews had received 
in depth briefings on the route of flight, weather, and 
on the tactical situation at Koh Tang Island based on. all 
available information. 
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DOCUMENTATIONS 

1. Ninth Marine Amphibious Brigade (CTG 79.1) activated 
for planning for contingency operations as directed, 
Preliminary guidance indicates planning for occupying 
the Port of Kampong Som.~ 
Ref~ CTF 79 msg 130148Z MAY 75 

2. Ninth MAB, 2d 4th Marines, and HMH-462 embarked on 
USS H'ANCOCK. 
Ref: COMSEVENTHFLT msg 130354Z MAY 75 

3. Ninth MAB loads available forces and sails aboard 
USS HANCOCK for Gulf of Thailand. Co K and LSU 3/9 
aboard USS MOBILE also sailed. 
Ref: COMSEVENTHFLT msg 130534Z MAY 75 

4. 2d Bn 4th Marines and HMH-462 chopped to Ninth MAB. 
Ref: CTF 79 msg l30920Z MAY 75 

5. Authority to plan for utilization of 31st MAU. BLT Bravo 
and other forces if seizure of Kampong Sam is directed. 
Ref: CTF 79 msg 130920Z MAY 75 

6. Assigns planning responsibility for seizure of Kampong 
Some 
Ref: CTF 79 msg 130148Z MAY 75 

7. Mission planning expanded to include Koh Tang and 
Paulo Wai Islands. 
Ref: CTF 79 132200Z MAY 75 & COMSEVENTHFLT msg 13l940Z MAY 75 

8. Ninth MAB sails with HANCOCK for operations vicinity 
Koh Tang as directed. 
Ref: CINCPACFLT msg l32346Z MAY 75. 

9. Activation message from Ninth MAB 
Ref: CTG 79.1 msg l41410Z MAY 75 

10. Requested irtformation on situation at Koh Tang Island 
to facilitate planning should assistance be required. 
Ref: CTG 79.1 msg 150825Z MAY 75 

11. Received permission to utilize L-form stocks if 
committed for contingency operations. 
Ref: COMSEVENTHFLT msg 142012Z MAY 75. 
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DOCUMENTATIONS (Cont.) 

12. Prepared CH-S8's with internal fuel tanks should 
they be required to assist in the extraction of 2d Bn, 
9th Marines forces on Koh Tang Island. 
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