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CG" 3d -~:8._~~ D:i.v Conoept of Ope.ration !1sg 1}.!~322 
Aug {,8 ~ 

j:jC; ;r~.tsIr PD1:C3 

.I\l1G 68" 

eG.?: T 8.s1;: Fo Y'O e 

CG ,. Task Po):-o e 

Eotel Opera ti on O!'do):, 9-68;. 

Hotel 0p0.rnt:i.on Or d er 12~8. 

CG, Task Forca Hotel Operati on Order 13..68 .. 

9th }iaJ:' F~(tg 0 77-68~ 

9th ~·1ar Frag 0 78 ... 68~ 

9th HE' .. ':' FJtag 0 79-68; 

.9'th r~e.r Frag 0 81 .... 68; 

9th MO.j~ Frag 0 82-68. 

9th ~.'L8jt Fl'ag 0 83...68~ 

9th Mar Frag 0 8L~-68~ 

..,~; .:.: ' 

>-

(0) 9th Hal'F]:tag 0 85-68~ 
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(p) 9th Mo.!' F_~J.g 0 86....68; 

(q) 9th 11n.l:' li'):t" f!. U 87 .... 63 fJ 

():') 9th .::1v.1' Ii'.l:';g 0 88-68 .. 

~ s) }t,1~ 111D.1:' Il'o.g 0 89-68. . 
( t) '1th Mar Fr;~~g~ I) 90-68. 

b., 9th }1r.):' F.l:'D.g (1 C)1-68. 

( \i' " 9th Mat' Frng C) ~2 .. 68tl 

(ill) 9th Mo.r Fro.g 0 93-68", 

, ..,. ) 
\.t~ 9th llk.r Fra.s 0 94 ... 68 0 

(y) 9th No.r Fro.g 0 95-68. 

( z) 9th Mo.r .Fro.g () 96 ... 68~ 

( 0.0.) 9th Mo.):' Fr. ~:::. \J 97-68 " 

(bb) 9th Ho.1:' Frcg t'\ 98 ... 6P", ~. 

(00 ) 9th 11ru.' Fret&; :) 99 ... 68~.· 

(dd) 9th HQl:' Fro.g Q: 100....68(. 

(ee) 9th 110x Frc.g 0 101 ... 681/ .. . 
{rr) 9th }In..!' Fra.g 0 :02i'io68~ 

( gg) 9th 1<12..1: Frc.g 0 lO3...68~ .<:",:" 

(hi1.) 9th Mw li'.ttJ.g 0 lo~_..68; . , 

Ci.::' ) 9th Mur. :;?.l:'ng 0 lo5 ... b8~ 

( ; j) 'Jth 11n.!' fl.'O,g 0 106 ... 6e~ 

(l;:k) 9th Mct' Fro.g 0 l07-68~ -~ . 
>~ 
~ 

(11) 9th Hut' F.ro.g 0 lo8...68~ 
'.} 
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Encl:; v"OJ 9-':;11 ~1nr.~.112S TTIOUSD1UE NORTH~Und[_l'Y affeotive 
J.81500£J: k~lf; l13 ovel~lo.y" l~nnex A (Op-~):to.tion Ove.rlny) 
to ii;l~C'_g O):c:','}l' 92-68~91tn Mc..rines A'~ effective 
~~;~~.OO;]i !~ug ~~ OVerlo.y;t1t~ 11Q~'CS AO e~fectiv~' 
J.l.21!OGJ{~ I) (''T' 'J'.J OV8X'lQY;~9 J.'.nne:;: .<i. to ,FJ:£e..g o· 

). C"t:h. ,..;6 b ~. 

9'~h l''ial'incs (Rein I 
1 r, .;~ Bn p 9th liaJ." 

3d Rl,. 9th lvI81' 
Co l\" l.'~ 'G P:Li:.~ ]d ):r .3:.l 
2nd En;, 26 t: h }:(al' 
l~'i~ En.; Ll."ch ?-~a.l~ 
2nd. Bo." Jd Ee.1:: 

2nd J3n, ~.2th MB.l' 
00 O. 3d E:1gl:' En 

Col BARR01rJ 
r.tCo1 COLLJsTON (27 Aug .. 28 Sep) 
;~I~j DDITSGSR (29-30 Se·p 68) 
~~Col ShITH (1~8 Oct b8) 
LtCol KNIGHT (27 Aug ... l.5 Sep) 
}1& j S ISL:;~Y (16 S ep-5 Dc t 65) 
:S"',Col L.,II..I::ONTAGNE 
Gap::; FLOOD 
TJtC:cl SPARKS 
J>:::(~ 01 etA LBHA 1.'1'n 
:.r~'Jol DAVIS (27 f.ug-22 S~p) 
)...i·;.:(:ol GHD.N (23 Sep) 
LtCcl SCOPPA . 
L~ RICE (27 Aug-20 Sap) 
Capt MILLS (21 Sep-8 Dot) 

>.; l2:-,lt Ma':':e"12S " General SU"PPOl't 
•· ... , .... "'_<'\', .... '...-,: •. a~_. __ , ....... , ......... _'J .... 

{(:,) ~J\':(j Fxtille.!:'y Cp~ragNl.pn 5B) 

{c:' _~T.J~~L~X::,,!._lsi)1 I:-br in~§. - Direct Support 

(8.; See at' t. :tIle.tty (paX' agraph, 5B) 

(8.) C()::npeny II e'I., 3d Bngineer Battalion pJ'ovided 
oloae c omb8.t Sl1ppox't f 0):' the 9th Mo.:cib1es Regt (Hain) duX'i::,·S 
Opel"at:ton L1\ITCl\8TER ry~OlJ8DArn and Lil.NCASTER TROUSDALE }rOH'I'J-I., 
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Support consisted of .construction of .fire support bases, landing 
zone s, destruction of enemy bunker complexes, disposal of enemy 
ordncnoo und various othol' onginoer tasks .. During the op era. ti on" 
it is estimated that over 26,095 lbs of aA~losivos were utilized, 
This oporation Q1S) introduced tho. us 0 of holicoptor tro.nsporto.l:ilo 
trf.'.ctors 1'CO;$O 450 modal) fer tho construction of 'fire support 
buses. 

(4) 3d }10tol" Trnnspol"t Battalion .. - Gonol"al Suppot"t. .. . 
(cd First Plo,toon, Compo.ny A, Third Motbr 

Transport }3Qtta.lion is. in direct support of tho 9tb Marinos •. 
This Platoon providod vohicles for tc.ctioa.l and c.dministro.tivo 
troop lIlovoments, rOSl1P91y and "housoholdtl commi~te a.s 
roquired. f.dc~tionQl vehicles on rt "o.S roquired" bnsis wore, 
provided by·' Third "Mn.l"ino Divis ion Motbl" Transport -
BattaJ.~csn.. 'gupp&rt lmos been sat:l.sf£~o'tory. 

b. Artillolt':r c.nd Fil:'o. SUPPortCo,ord.ina.tion. 

(1) IIrtillor:y:8,upp ort. 

(a) Artillery-support during Opel'ation LANCASTER 
TROUSDAIE/Lt,lTCASTER TROUSDAlE NORTH 'Has provided bY' 2nd Bn, 
12th 1h:\1":111es (Rein) -rrhich was in Direct Support of the 9tb 
Ma.rines. (Rein). General Support and reinfdlrcing fires \'Tel'e 
provided by the 12th Marines .• Centralized tactical and technical 
fire di.rection l'laS employed throU@lout the operation. -----
Computation of firing data was primarily manual due to failure 
of the FADAC generator. Over 9Qc/o of all f.i.J:'·e·s ware· high angle 
due te the mountainous. terrain and jungle canopy. 

(b) A total of 61,135 rounds of artillery 
annnunition wore oJcpended a.s follows: 

105 54;920 
107' 2;284 
155 3,701 au 224 

f g 
'~ 

~, 

~ ....... ~::', ' 

I , •• ~ 

...... .' .... 

(oj Artillery preparations and adjust fil'e missions 
1-1e1"e delivel:'ed in support of infantry operations. Oth.el' fires 
included an nctive progrmm of haraSSing ~iresJ mortar 
sU'ppressi 011, artillery sup.~res sion, Qnd flak s UPPl'OSS ion pro gl'SlnS .. 
Addi t 1011.al'ly an Ju~c Light back-up proparati on was planned and 
firod. ' 

(d) Direct Support artillery wa.s positioned at 
FSB LCJE'ONG~ PSE BLACK, PSB SANDY, FSB BIRD, FSB 1'lnrcHEsTER" 
and THON SUll LAM. General Support a.nd Reinforcing artillery 
l-Tas posi tionod at FSB vTINCEEST".GR~ FSB BIRD, FSB PETE and 
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SECRET • • THon son U'l-i. Posi ti on aree.a we.l."o selected to enable all 
f:hl.' ~:A~ 1Jnj;t~,t,9: ·t4~ ,fiJilltq . t,~ DMZ i1;l.~\1Pl1Q~t. 9£ tba 9tb. ~~ ;p,Q~;' 

(el T'ne 2nd Bn, 12th lIftu'ines fRein}~t ·ptl.C' time 
included fiv~ lC:5m.m Howi tZG):, ·Bo.utoJ:'ios and tHO 1.5.5m11l Hovn t2;E)X' 
pa.tterj .. on, all posi tionod on FSBsl em all depend~nt. upon 
holiooptor St1pport. Ro inforcip.g f iros \vo.t>o providod by a' 
pla t oon of 811 H01'Ii tzor on cl a p1ntocn of 155 Guns. 2nd En, 12th 
11arinos HQ[',d:nla.':'1 to.t's VlD.S loca.toc1 ncal:' tho 9th Mo.~inos 
IIoodqL1flX'-torG," initin.lly c.t VOB end subsoquontly at FSB 1:JJN<HESTER 

(2). F'~'l'2J?~.9.s>_~~9.inD.ti.on •. 

{2.) F1.ro .st1'Pl)O~t Coordination ContoX's v10X'e 
ro1l1intuinod at ooch infantry battalion. Cloaranco of fires and 
control of intcl'G.t'Cttocl a it' nnd artillory miss ions \-10.:l" 

a.ccomplished at tho 9th Horine s FSCC. l-lhen pX'o.ct ic0.1, oontrol 
Wll.§ pn..'33cd to "lo1'Jor lovels using tlAt my Commond.lI method 6f . 
control. Sii.Y~.-:plo.no :tnfO.t'mGtion lJ'C,S passod to TF HOTEL. 
I31c.nkot So.v-ae plo_nos "(\'01'0 obto.inod to enablo artillory un! ts 
posit;i.oJ,1ed at PSB BIRD .. FSB PETE, DIl.d THOU SON LAl1 to firo 
through 3d Hai'inon d]:'spnco i:1.to tho 9th Ma.rinos AO with 
mip.irilum dolc.y" Firo Support Coordino.tion was C CIllplico. tod by 
tho numbor of' uni t8 s'~'PpoJ:tcg Dnd by the schemo of maneuver. 
Up to six il1.:e'r"n:tl~Y bntto.lions \-1OX'O omployod at ono time o.nd 
convol~gonco 0.1' £(,;,'008 d:i,ctc.tod that somo missions be fii'od 
thc,t \-10l'0 IIPo.ngoX' Close II to olements of tID infnntX'y batta.lions 
o,t ()nQ time. Although spun of co:r,:trol vies stro.inod with six 
n'"!.noUVoli cloment 8, it ,·ms capsidoJ'ou marc offocti vo from o.n 
FSC viowpoint to mc,il1tllin control b-y ono X'ogiIllonta.l headquartors 
theroby f'cc:i,litc.ting tho cloru:'a.nco of firos vlithin a. l'eo.sono.ble 
time trame, ttmn. to 'plnco t't'TO regimental hec.dquo..rtors ul}de.r a. 
To.sk ~O.l.~Co whioh mhQrontly 110sults in long ·de.;l:::.yaw · 

o. Air SUj)p crt. 
t " ~ • t 

(oJ AttnclI; nil' contributod significantly to tno 
ftUCCQ3S of the oporction. l-iQst notowoX'thywns tho OJCcollent 
to out;st,nna:i,ng t'Qsponso by " scrc,l11blo [til'''. IlScrCIllblo n.:l.r" woos 
utili~od O::::'~0~18i vo.ly to CO vcr thoso tDJ:gots not hit boocuso pro ... 
plarE10d nil' cssots "(oro not D.vo..ilable in sufficient quantity. 
Attacl;: o..ir'.'i:Ju::used in the preparation-of five l~ding zones 
a.nd aguirj,stnl1merous gro unCI targets. A6 c overage and tactical 
ai):, Qontrol vJC):C excellent. TPQcQverage vIas considered' less 
than adequ8.te. J;:luring the perfod ot 17 Sep to 8 Oct 68, a 
t eta:}. qf2Ll) TN_ strikes vlere .requested and only lO$ targets 
stl~uck. 

-
4 SECnET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• SECRET 

The~e were tour TPQ drops within this same period, which were 
off target: and la.nded wit hin close proximity (500 meters) of 
tl"ianalies. Other Fixed vHng Support cons isted ot Ar"c Light 
drops, flare ship SUppOl"t and 0"117 "Spooky'! missions. 

(b) A total of 299 close air support missions 
Were flOi-m. BDl. is lis't;~g a~ follolJ'S: 

~3 ~ (C9nf~rmed) 
}3 ~(prqqf}pl()} 

1 Truck apg rovotmQpt qQstroyed 
107 Bunke~s: destl"oyed,"-' ""i:" i 

15 Bunkers :qai'liaged';, " . ~ 
:'; 30 meters of t.l:ol1.oh line a.astroyea. 
~2 Structures dostroyed 

2 AjW positions dQstroyed 
2 Roclcotpositions destroyed 

"7 Fighting hole~'def$t~oyed 
35 Secondary o.icplos ions ' , 

9 SocondnrY1'il'Q8.;'"\,,, 
, " 

:~e J 'A totalodr l'59:W~'mi'~~ lonaweit',$ ~:own 
~:);l~,$pg, t,~~:P',911~@,ggjf~7 ~\~S,i!oS, P,Q,t ~~" Q~pep,:gi:t1g" '3;Q, _~op'§ Qf 
~~~~1~i~\~~';~9~~~~~m~lr! ~ar~~" ;~:~C19~g,:~~,t '~ff~' '~~~;~;~~¥;-~~:9.tl;~~~} 

(d) ~actical'air qbsorvors flow 266 mi~~ions, 
t'+nng 4.QQ nc;nu:'s, in support.' 

• ;1:<. ," ,,". .' ~; ": '. ,'. , "0 • , : . ' • 

,,( p) c -1~9 ~9 O··,q.l7 !'l?l'o s hiJ?s flow 22 'support 
~is$ itmQ ~'" i ' i, ' "" 

(f) 0 .. 117 ItSpoQlry1' gunships tlow 9 s~ppol't 
missions rQslJlt~ng :t,p. ono, socond~ry p~cplos ;ton, ' 

I" " ". .' '!' . ,r -.-: :!'-• .' : ; • 

(g) 14 Arc Light ~ss ions,~ tlown;" 

(2) Holicepto~ Support. 

(a) Tactical and logistical helicoptor support 
vlaS outstanc1ing." O-Eher helicoptor support c onsistod of, 
Hodovac missions, UE ~J.E gunships in an attack 1'010 and lim! tod 
C & C SUppOl"t. Helico~tor .ytilizati on is sho'\'m bolow. 

524 CH;:.46 
61 CH~53 
12CH.;.;q.7 
'5 CH;':'54 
77 UH':':'34 

286 UH"lE 

----
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SECPJsT • • (b) A total of 6,210 troops, 9 u1"tillel"y 
batt0.1~:t08 and attendant 1o"',istic£1.1 st1PJ>lies Hero lifted (luring 
this oporation. '-' 

(0) A total of 1.36 HodcvD.c 1"111S9ions lvCr9 .flOl:'Il 
evac1.1[1:~il1~.; G9L~ persol111.ol.20 0:[' thoso missions 1.J'Oi'e flown at 
niGht OVQco:cinc; 67 pOJ'S onne1. 

(d) UE-IE 8lmshiIJS rIoH 16 a.ttiClok miosions 
reSll1tinc in tHO sec ondo .. ry o::~}')losions_ 

. (a) That u,:c air-cl"o.ft be more 1"oadily nvail­
a.blo tot he rC(lU0st ing CJ:' ound C o!.r.;:.Qndol'. This' roquirelilOnt is 
indis l)Cl1.sa.blo 11h01:'0 uni t8 ~l'C "ridel:'" sGpa.ratod. 

(b) Tb,nt li101'O~lro-plannod flichts of attuck. ail' 
be allotod on an Opo.l'ut:i.on of this TIlngnitudo. 

(c) That 0. dilic;ont o:[:2ort bo maintainod to 
oliminate human and 1110cbnnical o.1:'l"'ors in tho o;;:ocution of TPQ, 
nlissiol1s. .~ .. 

. 
6. Intollir;ol1£9._ 

"I' • 

a. p...,.?timo.to of .onom...x sil;tua'cion prior to oporati,ons. 

(1) Intolligence indicatod that the 320th HVA 
Division had .l'ocove..rod frolll its sovero losscs of Sprinc; 1968 
a.. .... d ho.d movod £..rOlil r ol"th ViotnQ.lll to tho Contral D11Z 0.1'00.. Its 
comrnnnd and control o lOlilOnts , division hoadquctl'to,rs,' prqbably 
romuinocl north of tbo B:~;1T HilI Rivo.!:' llhilo}.)li'ant..ry . battalions 
of' tho 6~_th Regimont ~pcro.t;od to tho :Sout~hi'~g!?-c:1 in tho vicinity 
of' tho 9th Merinos f..O. Additionally, 0101110n4;8 of tho' 52nd 
l~egiraon'li HorO Imo'VJ11 to be opol'atin~ in ,tho projocte.d to, . while 
tho Li_8th ReGimcnt; lHis unloc ctod and p..robubly in a roinforcing . 
position in tho DIYIZ, ~tm.o·Ho;.'tby in that tho urea. of oporc.tiont;. 
long unponotJ:'2.tod by /,lliod l"o.1'oos, HQS thouGht to conto.in­
lQ.l:'5G cuchos of' o.l1ll'H1..i!.lition c.no SUl')l')lios p.!:'opositionod tor 
Q monsoon offonnivc~ 

(1) Captl't'oc1 dOC\..1~~10nts indic,o.ted $A~.1} elelilonts 
of' tho ·r"0110Hii1~J un1 to her] :>oon OJ:' 110..re ope ratinG in the HUI TIA 
POl'!G a.nc1ITUI TIL L.:".,O QrcQS~ ';hc 308th, 320th, 325th {,nd', the 
325thC HV/j j)i vis ions.. Of t:-:oso tho 320th Division was coni'iJ:'lUod. 
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·The .. oth$.ra· probably had \)eel'}; 1n §1~ thl'(3-ugtli the ar~ in the 
?$.st find had l.'.t~Ptll'Y l\;)ft ~viQ~nQc o.t: '{;h,c,14i ~S;;3~¢. POlls! 
Co.ptuNHl displayoc.o linitol:'nl"laclcofl:n,ol·rlo9se ofi;hoir unit; 
hO'l'iO'lJO.l"-t in~ottrog(lti on tmd ,6thott i'oltlt6dsoUl'caa p~ovod • 
oonolt.,s:J.voly tho prostmoo o:('t4Q 320th Division. It now o.PpDQJ:IS 
the,t. tho o·p0J.:'t,H oni ~~solf in:t:Cl":rUFtod, 'cho pr ocoss of !loliof of 
tt'.s.i' 52nuRogllilO11t bi'f ttt.o),j.,gth RO(9.:nImt. . 

. - " 

o'·~··· In·t··ol·':t;·,.·'cn'''o·t'':'·..,;·''';. .. ·~· ,." 
• • M t' t:' 4") .'-i .. ....!:~~~~~~.~ " .. ' 

(1) :tnt61i1:~o;c.)'~1~O~; 1:'0 os)riol' to and during tho 
oporati on wvero .!'.PD, SLAH Con::! I7tJ tCJ:'got lists from PlU, 
in tolligence re'Pot'ts~ . pau i .. ltO.i."'.(\og:,:·'ciOi\s, c.nd dcrC\1'!1fjllt 
t x-c.ns J.r~ tiou.S 1".1:'0),11 t no . 3d K' r: D;7. ~" .. " 

d. C ontac ts. 

(1) Conte-ota dUl."'i:1g the opeX'nti on woro numerous a.nd 
characterizod chiotl~" by brief" intenso ongngomonti s with enomy 
ror.rgutl):'d olorlttlts as f;iiondly 1.1nits moved Q~ong tl-v l"o.zor 
bo.ckoo r1dgolines. Usually, 'i;ho oonta.ct took pi'aco in aroas 
l-Thereoncray supply cllche.? ,,;oro lntor discovctt'od, end took tho 
f.o:r.m of cornmnnd dotonntad DH ... 10 mines followod by smnll a.rms" 
!}/ir:-rS S:'it'<;;'; Y:.C l'ilo.\"t:'.,);\ g,~~'\~. . Tho many broko contact whon 
the ma.coi va l1eiSht of supporti ng U!'lUS 't'1c.s Drought to boo.r, 
suffol'ing heo.vy cnsunltios in oa.ch conto.ot. 

o. Terra.in Qna Woa.thor. T r I ... ~ ____ 

(1) Tho torrain is 'charnctoX'ized by densely junglod, 
sharply contoured r.~untninso. Doublo and triplo co.nopy is 
prevt'.lont throughout tho o.roc. Of oporcti ons. Tho monsoon and 
rain" tot cling up to 25 inchon during 0110 4' duy period, 
hampored to COlilO ox·tent friondly Opol'Qtions. Low cloud COVOl' 
o.nd nigh 1110untc'cin pecJm c0111binod to ma.1ro resupply dirricul:t o.t .. 
time!'). 

l\. ~r\.HCl~~TgLJ.£LQ1l).:Q!~o At L-I-Iour on n...Day, 9th Merinos 
c OTic1uct~ n. bQttil.1.1 01:1 bol:tboX'no o.~S c.ul t in tho LJ\NCiISTER II A 0 
to soc\: cut cmj G0fJ(;P()Y tho enomy, his s1.1pply caches und 
::.nfiltl't,tion f['.ciliJe:LcH vJhilo conctll.'l:'eiltly eVQluQting tho 
offectivonosn of tho hl:'c Light strikoa. 

b. LAlTCi@EE-TR~'T:S!2~"b:l.]T,otlrr~I,. ,At L ... Hou.r on n ... Do.y, 9th 
l-k.rines c ondu C'GS D. tvJO bc..t-i;:).lion helibol'no c..ssaul t south of tho 
mN HllI Hi VOl:' supported by Q one bnttc.lion ground attnck north 
from the CflH LO RiveX'.:> t Q ~ oak out o.nd destroy tho enemy, his 
supply CQchos cnd infiltN1.ti on .routos whiJ..o oonoul:'.t'ontJ..y 
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SECRET • • cvnlua:ting tho cffectivonoss of tho Arc Light strikos: two 
}.il'cso,ntly cornrni ttod infcn tl'Y bo.tto.lionscontinuo clonring 
opol'c.ti ons in '(;ho ;JOU thorn Qnd V1ostorn potation of tho 9th 
M~rinos AO in ordor to ~ind fix, dostroy or capture tho enomy 
81l.d his 'supplios. 

8. 'L0nOout of QEorc..ti ons II In OpoJ:'llti on LANCASTER TROUSDALE, 
t'lrlO Dc.tt'c.liono conduct 0. holibo)."no a.ssc.ult into tho NUl TIA 
PONG 0..110 NUI BA LAO o.rco.s northwost of THON SON LAM, Emphc.sis 
is plneca on extensive soo.reh end dcstroy opero.tiohs botn in" 
tho high ond lov! ground. Subsoquontto tho' initio.l Imdings, 
0. thiJ."d bc..ttnlion is ins ortod fUl't1'l.or north, in tho urOD. of 
opero.tions, to oxploit that soetol'" 

va th tho O:;CIX'llding of I,lJTCllSTI~,n TROUSDLAE to LANCf.Srr-illi 
. TROUSDLAE HORTH, two bc.tto.lions conduct II hclibomo o.ssc.ult 
into tho Domili to.rizod Zona (DNZ), just south of tho BEN HAI 
Ri vor qnd imYilOd ic.toly c.tt Qck south. A tot 0.1 of 6 bc.ttc.lions 
c.r 0 invol vorl en d tho 4 r 0l11D. ining 1:lO.1'k oxtons i voly in o..ss igno d 
AQf S jus t bolovl too DlJ1Z. 

Hoa~Jt~rtillol'Y pl'op fir os cero schodulod,~ ih c,nd o.round thO 
proposod landing zonos in tho DllZ llS woll e.s six Arc Lights. 
011.0 hoUl' nftor "1;11.0 fi!1.nl Arc Light. tho fir,st fli gbt of ~, 
holicoptors Hill touch down 'Ioiith tho initie.l wavo of troops. 
Maximum o.ttonti on in plncod on' uso of s uppox.-ting arms in' 
conjuetion wit 11. ground C ontcct, finding r.nd fixing tho anomy, 
his lines of cOl1lmunications, munitions o.nd supply cachos, 
ove.luOotion qf nrc Lights, flnd construction of landing zones: 
c.nd fir~ support besos (FSB). 

Hith tho ;:'1i"l:t.ru'(;od scopo of tho oporation and tho l('.i'go 
numbo.1' of bo..ttalions plus s'...lPPo.1'ting units involved, the 9th 
Marinos Corrrmatrnd Post 'Hill displaoo' to e. forwo.rd location to 
onhrnco cont.rol ctYld cOIT1!l1lmicc.tionr3. 

9. Executio~,.t 

22 

27 

9th ~1crinC8 a:)ot'c:tion O.1'do1' 9...68 promulge.t-od tho 
o~o.t'2tion,,, Or.igirinlly schedulod to stOl't 25 Augl 
c 'Yjl~W'(1 0 ~ (~ 27 i\ ug t: 

1't 081,O,Fl,. 9th Nc..rinos C.S8lUilOd OPCON of 2/9. .At 
lOO)H, Opo):' c. ti on L!il~CJ:';:\~~jm·. TROUSDALE C omll1ol1cod o.s 
C;-/'?/9 vms hdiliftod into LZ'M.,\RS, Holilift 
C r'lml)lcto ::t 1105H. At 1132H, H/2/9 holilift into 
go: ·1:.l~O cO.11pJ.ctod. No conteet~ At 1300Hi 9th 
;1c . .l'J.110n nasul1lod opeON l1 .. I/3/9. At 1345H, E/2/9 
holilift into LZ Id11D3 vicinity XD 915540 );'oco1 vod 
h:)QYY g.l"OUDd. 'fit'o., 1 CH-l.~6 shot down in'LZ ARIES. 
~1'0. athc.r Cb-ll.6 f s rocoived bcttlo drunngo. 
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27 Aug 

28 A1.16 

29 Aug 

31 Aug 

01,Sop 

02 Sop 

0.3 Sop 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
No casualties. At ~?OH. remn~nde~ or 2/9 helilitt 
cQrnpletBd into r,z mo.. .6t 1t!.35H, E/2/9 in LZ' ARlES, 
"jh:U,e us1.nG UH..,J.E gunships in un attelnpt to suppl'ess 
er.omy fij~ e J:'ece ived a pod of l'ockets in the ir pS.l"ilileter 
::'ram a. gun3hip. Results 2 USHC IaA end 2 USMC HUE, 
kG 151.~7H, 1/9 helilift in £0' LZ MOON and i]ARTR comrlleb.(led~ 
!\t 1,(2S:-I, 1/9 helilift oO!llpleted with no contact. 

ilt 1.5.')OH!} K/3/9 uas ohopped opeON 3/9. 

kii 0915E~ B.I.'S,iT'J Commffilc1 G)~01.lP and E, H/2/9 cownenced ' 
helilii't· from LZ L~O 'co LZ lCRYPTON. Com:oleted at l04SH • 
. At J..2()OH Q :/3/ q cb.QP~yed OPCOH TF HOTEL. " 

At lO.5SH" :t:1,ying c~n!l(: (:1o:-L;;.~mring bulldozer a.t FSB 
SA1mY, vlc XD 91056'-1., fs.:l.led to loea te dozer qorrectly 
on LZ ~ Doze).:' rolled dOTl SJ.d3 of IDO\mtain appl'o~dmately 
75 ro.ete1:S I) The doze)." is inoperable at this time, Old" . 
requires major repai):'~ t;1 At 1IOSE, F/2/9, vic XD 895538, 
made contact u:1l:l:ih unlmcrvln si ze onemy force. Following 
mas 31 ve artillery and ail:' 1':-oo1's the enemy position wae 
assQultod. Rosl1~.ting in 1- -U.s11C IaA, 16 USl1C UIAI:" 
1 U"'l'~C ' TI' '!\= ',(', 1I1"'Tj. T"l'A "--r-'T"ITTC"""---'-d :f CS .. 'frt _ .,).···'_-'i_"E~-S~ .£::.'!':'-!:..~....:L::~":::"';$ .~~_an. 1f'.':1... . ... 

At 0700I-I" :f./?/9 squad patX'ol;. made contact with approx'" 
imo.tely 10 JIVA ",ic JeD 923$52& They roturned S/A fire 
and c.ttjustoc1 81m.m. mortars. Rosults' as follows: 1 US1I1C . 
IaA, D'~Jj,C_~l£;?, 1 USH9 }IDllTE and ~ NVA ~crA. At' 16.30H,· 
G72/9, Vl.':l leD 0'3'7538, pOJ.nt elomonts reccHvod 1 chicom 
grano.do and satV"l NiTA. They roturned S/A fire and called 
in 81wll mortars .. Results: 3 USl1C UlAE. 

I .-

At 173GB, E/219 ;Tic XD 91056lj. l'oceivod 21 82mm J:tounds~ 
Rosu:, .. Jcc : .S3,_TL§2.~:~I.Jln., At IBOOI1:, }1/319 chopped OPCON 
to' ri'F' HCYl'G~', ",;:10 pt1.SS0d OPOOH to CG, 3d Ma!' Div ... At 
193.mI, TF l':~JT:GG aSSt'l!ilOd OreON of K/3/9 frCJl1 CG, 3d Mal' 
D'::'~r :~nd paf/80d (t:~CON to l~th M8.!' srune DTG. 

A~ :)7t!-.5J~: I:/?/g :patt1 01 vic leD 924549 engagod 3 NVA wit h 
'D/ll" ~l,'.i0L;1'Gs .:L~:r0~~;~8 At 1800H choppod OPCOH A/l/9 
to r:,.'F H~~:':CT~..:,;; ::.8'JeHf, e.ssurilod OPOm! K/3/9 from TF HOTEL. 
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05 Sep At 124,H" G/2/9 vioini ty XD 8795.37 whila ohecking 
out a trail found ~~A KIA approximately 3 to 4 
days old. 

06 Sap At 1730H, assumed OPCON U/3/9 from TF HOTEL. 

07 Sap 2/9 e~tablishad new LZ 1 s, vicinity XD 909531 
designated LZ NEP'IUl-Fi, and vicinity XD 886537_ 
designated LZ URA~mS. At 1100H, G/2/9 vicinity 
XD 882531 while searching and destroying bunkers, 
a marine tripped a booby trap resulting in 2 USMC WI 

08 Sep C/1/9(-), helilift from LZ LEJEUNE to LZ PLu'ro, 
was oompleted at lOOOH.and at same DTG C/1/9 
ohopped OPCON to 2/9. At 13l0H, H/2/9, vicinity 
XD 9l2562~ received 10 rounds 122mm rockets and 
20 82mm mortar rounds. The rounds impacted within 
the lines causing 9 U·'iMC WIAE. An AO on s t.ation 
o~served one enemy position and controlled fixed 
wing and artillory; 

09 $ep At o945H, G/2/9 patrol, vicinity XD 873537, 
tripped one command detonated mine and received 
sniper fire. Resul ts: 2 USMC !IHAE. At 0950H, 
helilift of 3/9 to LZ \Tj'NCRJ;)ST8R commenced and was 
completed at l155H. At 1000H, assumed OPCON of 
A/l/9 from TF HC1rEL. At llOOH, L/3/9, vicinity XD 
904588, received S/A fire and RPG1s. They returned 
S/A fire. Results: 2 fNA KIA. At l130H, E/2/9 
patrol, vicinity XD 885572, tripped a command 
detonated mine and received S/A fire. The patrol 
returned S/A fire and adjusted artillery on the 
enem;{ Eosi tion. Results: 1 USMC KIA, 4USMC 'HAE •. 
AND ~VA KIA. At l4l9H, K737~ vicini XD 897597, 
was fired upon by an Army gunship. The fire appeare r 

to come from the right door gun. The gunship 
did not check in on 3/9' s air net. Results: 3 reC 
WIAE. At 1500H, K/)/9, vicini ty XD 904588 race ved 
S/A fire from v,rcini ty Xl) 89~588. They returned 
sill. fire. At 1945H, K/3/9, reported contact 
broken. During contact they received several 60mm 
mortar rounds impac ting wi thin their posl tion. , 
Counter mortar fire accounted for one enemy mortar 
,;destroyed and crew killed. Results of contact: 
3 USMC KIA. 19 USMC 1'lIAE2 ~d 23 NVA KIA., 
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11 Sop At 0930H, E/2/9. vicinity XD 880519 made contact 
wtth undetermined size NVA element weIll dug in. 
Th~ enemy initiated the contact with command deton~ 
a h.-ld claymores and small arms fire. AO on station 
observed one A/W position and well used trail 
system. 2/9 called artillery and ran fixed wing 
strikes. Results: ,g-y:'~~IA~ from olaYm0res. 
CP/B/J.!9 helilift to VUB. completed at 1300H. 
All.!? chopped OPCON to l/9 Q t 1200H. M/)/9 
v~.c ·~."'.i ty XD 817588$1 tlfuile searching bunkers, found 
1 "'i,TJ17A KIAIJ At l800H, F/2/9 vicinity Xl) 853544,,, 
foun~l human hand apDarently amputated reoently~ 
At 183CH, C/1/9, vicinity XD 897954, found grave 
wi tb ? ';'TV A . KIA • .,.J .. __ __ _ 

12 Sep A t lOOOH~ chp'Oped OPCON 1/9{ -), to TF' HOTEL. At 
1030H, belilift of F./2/9 from LZ KRYPTON to 
LZ NBP~JNE and LZ URA~WS was started and eomnleted' 
at 1205H.. At l)OOH .. F/2/9 patrol, vicinity 852549.~ 
observed 2 NVA running d01...rn trail vici.nity m 
850550 and took under S/A fire. Shortly after, a 
mine was t~ipned by friendly troops. Results: 
1 USMC EIA and .~ USMC ;ITIAE. At 1330H,L/3/9, 
patro4! vj.cini ty XD 892586, was hi t by a command 
detonated mine followed by S/A fire from an 
estimated NVA squad well dug in with machine gun. 
L/3/9 rett.1.rned fire with S/! and artillery. 
Results: 2 USMC KIA. 6 USMC WI~ and 2 NVA KIA~ 

13 Sep At 1200H, F/2/9, vicini ty XD 850550, encouptered 
an NVA squad in 3 bunkers and received AIW and S/A 
fire. They rJturned fire and called in artillery 
on enemy escape routes. Contact results: 1 USMC' 
KIA., 1 WIAE!. At 1800H, I/Y9, vioinity Xl) B8~581, 
walked into a command detonated mine causing l 
LUP;':;C :rlI.!\.NE. AS they commenced to move again, 
tb~y received another command detonated roine result­
ing in .2 USl1C lfrIAE. 

14 Sep At IJ15H, 1/9 ehO'Plj8 d OPCON to 9th marines and 
prepared to canoue t onara tions l,ri th~ n new AO. 
2 platoons of i/9 remainad with 3d Marines to pl'ov1db 
security for G inch p:uns and will be chon"ed 
back)d to 9th Marines at 1600H. 

15 Sep At O~lOH$ helilift of H!2/9(-) from LZ KRYPTON to 
FSB BLACK was started. Completed at 0135H. At 
0735H, helilift of D/l/9 from FSB BLACK to VCB 
was starLd an(: completed at 1820H. 
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At 0955R~ J./9 l...r~:l,iJ helilifted into their nssigl1sd !,Oo At lOOOl't.~ i.4hila helilifting 1/9 eleMents in­to ~licinity XD 9Q8675~ the choprysrs rec'3ived ground. f:i.r~tl. AO ra.n f'l.xod wing on suspected enemy pos:ttj.on \<,"lth go()cl~:1J~r~et coverage. At 1017H, 
l/l~ l.Qaa. elA,uents';VcH'(j rnltlifted tnto their 
SE.lsiSl1eq flO. J~t ll1~~H, 2/26, vicinity XI> 902'610,. 
~eceivod i) rouqda 82:mm from northeast. Results: LV§;tj_Q.,..111l!J.h A'c 1155 J l/9; vicinity 916686" p~oviding security for downedCH-46, receiv~d 1 round ".lnknoltlm type . .arti::'lAr:t dud from the north. At 1209H~ 1/9 v'i~inity XD 907675, observed 25 ~NA ;n the Vicinity of AD 913683., Thay initiated . S/A firo tmd an artilLjry missiori. Results: 
~ FVA IITA ~ At 1330B, a UH-l'2: he licopter qound fer · .. ··:ilij"Nt1E1E~mR frO",l \laB" hi t a tree and crashed ap;)roxi]llntel'Y 200 motors SQutl-J. of L2 1VINCHZ?TER • . CD:;: ... ',e..l:i;iv~ included BrigGen CHIP, LtCol KNIGHT~' tho t~l-::1o' l'1.r,rl3 crow mem1:>ers It At· 1338, B/l/9, v:L . 5_ . .n.:, ty 11.1) 903655" obsGrved anumy m.o.v~ment. .They 
.co.1.1od J'iZXr. c.i·ti lleIT re suI ting j.n NVA KIA. 
A t :U,;'lO~i, 1/9 vicin'i ty .xI) 909684, observed NVA.· in open6'_ A sn:i:pur;~t'Ook .undsro fi!''::· ..... rosul tiilg I 
1tl.L::'f.'.:0" ¥A.c'iA tl1l~(3H" ii/ll92 ·! vicinity 913683 obser>'wd ,6-b HV/!.. in b.pen. p.lj,d to.ok· .th&~~undelt 
1'11"0 ,11l3 :ini tlated A.nA.r'cil1ery mis.sion resulting j.n £,.ljy:"i.J~~A,..! . At 1450!-I,2/26~ v.ic inl ty XD 901601, rece1..~;.e c1- 5> { rounds 62m.rn: from GS 9062. Results: 1Jr£m(L:!I~\Ji.!.' . At 1500H, 1/9 :vlcini.ty' XD9086~0, . 
Ob8Cl'V8'J an:ummoID nJanber o.r "iNA .nor.th .01' the BEN HAl River& Called for' and receive-d .6 tli~hts of fixed winrg, Results: 1 seconr}a~y explosJ.pn 'and 25.1f"JA KIA.,- . .. 
~ . -----.-.. - ~~--'. 

).2 

S,ECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • SECR~T 

17 Sep At 1900H, C/1/9, vicinity XD 912673, received l~ 
82mm. round, Resultinr( In ..LUm1C KIA At 1900H~ 
2/26, vicini ty .Xl) 901611, roqeived. '4~ rounds 82znm, 
mortars. Results]. TJmW KIA. 11 umw WlAE. At 191r:;-; 
1/9 victni ty Xl) 91~t; tookl5 rounds unkWm-m cal.~ 
Reaul ts: 5 USMC HIAE. At 1916H, H/2/26, vicinity 
XI:> 902614; was probed by an es tima ted NVA squad. 
~ngaged the enemy with S/A. Results:~l U~1C KIA 
and 13 U5.l'IC tllIA? 

],8 Sap I;.t 0900H .. 1/4, vicinity XD 948672, made S/A 
contact "rtth 2 different "'rOUUB of NVA (2 NVA in 
each group) Results: 1. NVA POW. At l530H, 9th 

Mar assumed OPCON of 2i' 3. At 1615H, I/3/9, 
vicini ty ]CD ~i.~9!186, received 3 rounds 6bmm, 3. 
command detonated claymores, and MG fire. Results; 
3 USNC KI}., 3_ U~X1C HIAE. 

SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

, '," ~ , 

SECRET ~ 

~: . t ~ :1 .:l;. '-.. .. !~. 1 . < •• !"' /,' 

19 Sep At OS17I!, QP7n.19, .XD 91666tr.,"<,{;'o'olc"''ib
"" .round friendly'S" 

tl.l't111ery' t"e'S,ul tirig in 1 u.si>1GJN~E _,~ ,A t o915H, G/2/3$' 
. ViQ.':Xl?'j"9~926; point eleme~to;f.,ljla;e\~C~nte.ct with unkp,own 
a 1ze' NV'knjn~ t. Results:' 5~:Ny}~,!IQ;tl r~(;! 11 t 1700H, 1/9 yiq. 
JO):' 9ih,C}9.93"Qnd XD 922678, i'~~eA.V~a::'~?.Pout 20 rounds' 82:rinn.' 

" 11lO1"t~p,!,ri~~~~ They oountcr~a:~V{~~~:-giftiln.et'y and fbced 
't'1int?.I, . .sn~!DiJ?~267'a. Resul~~-i'1~' :;f;11C;:1:JIP.E, 1 SC'Ol3t dog 
ru:!, 'lOl'IVA letA', At l800H, c/i7~ vic !O 938665 ,'" 
l'ecei ved i clI;n!U HOI. At 1945H, P/2/26, vic XD 90463.5, 
rece1 ved 3 .t'oun'ds suspec ted f.riendly ~J:'tille.ry. Resul ts ~ 
~ 'USr-!O !'lBl XU· tmd .3 USMC UBC lTIAE. At 192100H to ' 

oo606H, ~/lm detected st!'ong enemy movement on thei!' 
lines and received 23 ohio cml gl'enc,des, 7 RPG rounds and 
nUl'llel'~~l~ ',~,I..A.: tire. They :r,eturned fire with S/A, .m?l'tars 
nnd n~¥.~~l:~~. Resul ts: ldJS~C""f,IAE' and 1 USlm 11 Iil.HE. 

> • • .~ " • • •• ", ". r : ~'.' ft.,.,.:: ... ' '-

20 Sap At 0900H, F/2/26, via Jill 903637, observed 10 NV}. \-1alldng 
netU'the perirtletel'.FCo fired at the enemy p..nd . 
received'f:i.re in retul:'n. -Results 2 HVf.ICIA. At 1220I-I, 
D,H.CP/2/3. vic XD 938268 .. l'eceivea AN fire nnd M-79 
fire fl'om vic XD 9.99629. Results: t USMC HIAI~ Iffid 1 

.. USlvlC lIIMml. 'F/2/26 was' haliliftedromLZ COl',1HlnTCI~ to 
VC:e 'at I~H. At 1420H, F/2/J, vic XD 925626 killed 6 . 
NVA ond captured 1 NVA. J..t'1500H, G/2/9, vic XD' 880527; 
roUnd 42 s%"avos., Rosults: 1.2 NVA EIA. At 1630H, F/2/3, 

2l ~.~~ 
- . ,"' 

vic XI) 926626,tound II NVA I. rom SUppOl't ing arms, 
on 'tl'n'il. At 201$H, J2i, ,., , vic XD 938627, XD 
9~S6~6 l'Qo,~v$T3 probes on 30;& of thai):' lines. The unit 
~i~ti f!S!~ 1~~ 3,9 ~~~ m9X1i~ .l:'9U~ds. Re suI ts: 15 USMC 
~~'t ~,; '., ", ~. ,,1 • ,." ;:, ": ; ,:<' " ' , ',' , 

~Y\990Q,fitll.l~~~~~'·9f 2(9(",,),' to VCB commenced ap.d"rIaS 
9,~~l,f)ri~~. ~~.x*~9~D' ;~t ;rz90~' 2/9'ch()ppod OPCOl\f to TF 

~f[t~i~~!~&'t~~~~~f~~~9~'~~~~~P,:O~~~~taiO~~d~i NVA 
J",o~lQ~ "i\'A~:~9QQIii'tDJl./9,<fomq pne' :mass gl'£1.VG,lntH. 
~II;! IgA ~: i~9·~.~;P ~9Q26 59 ,{ I}. ~ +69Q H,r;./2/ 3 . vi c xp 
i72:~ •. ·.ct;99~t~.t'9(:r ~l(~ '·~cl 'henvi f+/W1'ire. "Rosults!" .. 
l'i"l1I.ttE)"'4~+~Qq-~I"'GI?l?o, ~~~cl~leineln.t~, vi~,JCD 893938, 

·q,.arll~,unde.r P~J!lY' MG- o.11g.., R roo 1'Jitte~. The YUlll10 d loa t ely 
l;'otllrnod i'ire.i'r·R~~4lts:.1NV1\ 'ICIA,l USHC Hllill: and 
4 USf.fC1'tf JANE ~> ' "., :'/ " " ,". .' .. , 
'"J"!'"':" ".' ," .', _ ..... : ':,' '" T': 

4~.t,·i220Ii;I/3/9 p~trol vic XD 878595, observed 2 NVA 
in ~ha open, and:·; c>p9Aed fire' .r~::rsul ting' in 2 lTV!. leIA,. 
At 11!-15H,· E/2!?6, ·vi.~ XD -B9):t,36,founda battalion 
sizo bc.so c,Eimpi,.v~c;·XD:89Q6.36. ~~t.,1700H; L/3/9, vic XD 
862591" ,after an a),"t~~J.9.r'1 pl'ep, .. soa.t'oheda.rea finding' 
~,Z' lTV 1:. KI~\.· . " ',' , . 
"I,,". . • 
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23 Sop !. t 0930H, 3/9 squad patrol, vic XI> 862591, ini tintod 
contact Yl.i.th o.n cstilnntoc1 'NVi, squad, end .roceived 
o.pp.ro.ximntely b..0 rounds 60llim mortar f.rom vic xr 8525i93. 
Results: 3U.SHC HIl,E'. l'.t l130H, I'V3/9 1 vic XD 3:87603, 
of tor a.rt i110ry prop, found parts of bodios fo!' 6 lTVI'. 
~. At 1300H, 1/4, vic XD 957676, observed 1 IN!. pop 
up rnd opened firo with Sj!. for lINl'. KI!~. At l500H~ 
J.J/3/9, Vic XD 862592, SOCJ:'chod tLrOc.- or' lntenso artil101''Y 
pJ.1 op and found 8 NVA" lITJI. At 2400H; 2/9 will bo chopped 
OPCON to 9th He,r inoa. 1, t 2!~OOH, 1/1./- o.nd 2/3 will bo 
chopped OPCON to 3d Marines. 

24 -Sop !.t 15S0R, H/2/9("), vic JeD 926547, 1"oceivod fire from 
uulmo-vlll sizo NVL unit end roturl1od firo. Rosults: 

2$ Sop 

26 Sop 

27 Sop 

10 USNC IHI.:E, J. NV1, lITL end J USI'-lC_ KIA. 

At l8cOH, D/l/9, vi c XD 890652 found 2 gr~.ves l'Jith 
24 bodias in oach. Results:! ~ ~.Vlj. rITt.. CF ,E/2/9 
~lO..rO hbliliftod f..rom veB to rSB J1 TDY. 1/3/9 wa.s in 
spol'c;dic conta.(:tc.t l800H. Tho contc.c t dovolopod 
1'osul ting in 16 NVL IITl., 2 PS:HC IcrA and 9 US1-V, tJI1JI:. 

Lt o 645H , I/3/9, vic JeD 856592, .t'oceivod 20 rounds 6O:rnm 
:mo1'tc.rs from tho no.rthuest cc,l1sing J reNC HIllE. I. t 
D815E, holilift of F/2/9, from VCB to' LZ FOX, -cOTfl1ilono.;)d 
('.no Has completed c t 0~30H. 1. t D930H, 1/3/9 vic XI> 
855591, .l'oceivod 8 l05mra n..rtille.l'y short rounds firod 
by F/2/l2. Results: NBC :a!, and 11 NBC HIl.p and 1. 
N~C!r£. ! .. t 1030H, B/l 9, vic XD 91764li, captured 1 rrv.4. 
At 1240Hi holilift of G/2/9 l1CS started and completed 
at lLtl~lH. At 1845H, 1/3/9, vic XD 854592, found ono 5 
Clny bld grr:vo for a total of' 2.4 "J)TVL lai' •• 

At'1120B, I/3/9, vic XD 955593, trippod a. bObby t..ro.ppod 
DH~lO minc. Roeul to: 6 ,um1C HI/ill. At 1145H, D/l./9, 
vic XD 883654, ongc..god squo.d size onomy olomon t. Tho 
o;;~chQl1go of Sill fi.t'e resultod- in 1 USHC KIf:., 10 umre 
NILE und 1 !lTV1. POU. At 1300B, B/179, vic XD 9106U.o, 
obs orved 2 ItV!~ rUlming dOHn Co trail and took thom 
unde.!' 1'i1'o l'osul tine; in 2 lTV';l KIA. B/l/9 then o15se1'ved 
1"0 mol'e NVA ana fired 8lrrrl11 mo.!'t8.r mission plus a.rti11ery 
fot' 2 more rrVJ. rITA. At l300H, OP /1/9, vi c XD 912642, 
.recoived probe from an ulllmo't-in size nVA element, -
.resulting in 6 USHC WIAE. At 154oH, D/l/9, vic XD 
89265L~, ..received S/A and Alt-! fire and .returned f'ire 
vIi th O1"82..nic 1'Jaapons and fir ed an' art illery mission 
..res ul t ing in 8 NVll ICIj1. At 1600H, I/3 /9. "eleman t vi c 
XD 851595, found 9 if VII bodies in 3 graves. At 180011, 
H/2/9, vic JeD 92.5~~.6, found-.l NVA bod.t. 
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At 113WI, D/1/9, JeD' 891652, captured 1 NVA PO~:. At 
11l,l5H, 1/3/9 p8.t1'ol, vic JeD 851.593, following contaot 
feul1d 18 NVA IelA,& F.riendly casualties: 1 USMC l'lIAE and 
S lIIl\.N7r:. At J 5"00 H, D/1/9, vic XD 888642 'VU1S to.l::enun00l" 
riJ:1c.1Jith A!iJ 8l1.d SIt!.. :Chey .l"etumed fire with 11 ... 60, 
M-26 and S/A for 2 NV.l\ I~I/'l. ft At l630H, I/3/9, vi c 
XD 852593, found 9 VIell. constructed bunhOl..'rs, 2. Hit h 
b100d on "chem en d 1 1rd t b. .l NiTA leD\, OIl 

CP,F,G1 H/2/9 helilifted to VCB 8.t 0830H. At 0940H1 
1/9:s commanding ofi'1.cel' 'w'as HBCE "lith the' XO taking 
carn..'ti1onc1 of the ba.ttalion. At 19001'I$ A/I/9, vic XD 
912612, made contact Hith unlm01m size NVA unit !'osulting 
in J USHC KIP:, and _~ U.3~lC UI1\~ e 

30 Sep At 1715H, A/l/9, vic XD 903636, round 1 Nil..!, rail •• 

01 Oct 

02 Oct 

03 Oct 

04 Oct 

05 Oct 

lit 0700H" 3/9 helilift to VCE lJ:i.t h K/3/9 moving into' FSB 
UTIIJ'CElESTER (FSBlrJ) for socurity for artille1'Y ba.tte.l"Y~ 
ChOl)~)ed FSBH s0curi ty to 9th ~rar D.t 0900H. At 0900H" 
oommoncod helil:i.ft of 2/26. Chopped 2/26 to 3d Mar a.t 
1100E. At o945H; 9th l1a.l" B' Command Group l.,as 1il'ted 
frod r.SBI'J to VCB. At 12001-1, 9th Ma1' assumed OPOOH of 
2/9. 0/1/9 vic JeD 8806L!.0 received approJdmatcly25'8?mm 
mor-"cnl" ,t'otmas. Called artillery mission on ]::1) 8656Lr2 o ' 

Restllts: LUSHC UI,AHE. l\t 1l.tJ.5H, assurlled OPCOH 3/L!J~). 
At 1500H, A7179 vic XD 903637 obSoJ.1ved 3~!~ }WA l'unning 
to Sl'J. Called artillery mission. Results g 6 HilA ra1'." 

At 1900H, A/l/9 received appl'o:;~imately 2.5 82mrn Iilot'tal' 
rounds from JeD 9ll6L.2 and 11oa1'd movement vic XD 901638. 
R-ctu.l:.aod fire l-1ith 8l1~il. mol"tc:'t'S and a.rtillo!'Y~ Results: 
6 relIC 2mCE., 1 vlIfll1..:' ,,' , 

1'. t OSOOH" 1.:/1/9 helilii'too fl'orll thoit' pt'os ont. pos it ion 
to Battalion Objecti V8 2, completed at 0920H~ 

1I.t 0930H, 1/9 vic XD 8776LI2 fa und 5 bunl~e.l"'s and 1 82;nnn. 
mort rer· pit i-.lith 20 82m111 Illo1'tal:' rounds Dl.l"oD.sy destroyed 
1.:;IJ Ql"ti11oJ:'Y 1'i1'o. 

A/1/9 oy;,':'.v0c1 at 'Rog'c Objocti vo B at 1300H lvith nogative 
enom y' ':"'08 isb.mcG. Ono plano LZ complo-ced at t bat .. 
pos:}, tion by 1800H [LYJd namod CilT1aLnJ.~.. CP 1oJ'ith 1/9(-) 
holilift from 18llcUng zono ARK vic JeD 883638 to LZ 
BTJi:.Yill vic XD 862648. Complotod 1725H. 
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06 Oct At 1500I1, !J./l/9 vic XD 8506'-~6 found trail running oast 
to vTOS J

;; not J.'o8ont1y usod, 1 hoad (do:Cecatol") ~ 1 bottle 
hot :L •• .. .. ( .-- "'" " • t h -"~"I::rp , -, J ,. t 1 t. ~ OTI D j, I" \-1 ;L.);OpJ . .' ...... 8, ,),A1.I 11;2 l-'-'.c1. •• on pL: .. s~. ~l Gj,J,9 t/..l. c '1 

l ot!"-·,,.,, ,~,.,. ,.",,,, J.:". ",,',"'r n"'~ c,·y! ~r -L10~'" 'iJi-~':" .... I" ... C! _. ~ am. :p.!'''''" v::110 p0 ... _ ~.'- (;.. v 1.1 .. t.U. va. _. ~ I~ ''-' . .LJ. tJ 

co'''''''lot''d ·-t 1'7",...·f-' 11.1.1..1."'..... v n' _" I .. ,:.,) ...... 't 

07 Oct At 0920H" 
S 11:· ,t' ~ ,,\ o· . 

" -,!..). ,. 

At 1100H~ 
bognr_ '~~ho 

J./9 vir. XD 6[17662 ropol'tec1 a b.i:)l:l coptor- to.ldng . 
'I'hoy co:.m.to.roc1 Hi th 81Xil1u mo.rtl:11's a~'ld D...rtillo;:y.; 

2i3( ... ) bogan lift into 1/9 t 9 position and 1/9 
r9~urn lift to VCR. 

08 Oct llt C'7:t5E" G/2/3 t holil:L:tcor:1 in.to 1/9 Ettd B, C/l/9 
cOin.1noricoc1 lift ~.l:.to VGB, The l~.ft "iaD cOlrJ.J?lo·coC! at 
09LI.SH·:. /,,\; ;:lD.lJ1G DTG 2/3 vms chopped to 3d MaX'. At JlIDOH~ 
A/1/9, dcpD..r'tl)d VeB fer r:L'1::'OlT SON LiU1:~ Thoy arr1 vod at 
1,500H nnd c hoppod to 3d K'J.r int) B,. 

J T' 
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1011 Results. 
-...c _err .... 

n. Pricndly ~OSSC9* .... ,-....----_c- .• _',~ 

65 USNC lilA 
378 USMC HIM~ 

LI-5 USMC lIILNE 

(1) POX's onnel. __ a t • 

( 0. ) 701 }iVA rall. 
(b) 5 NVA POvJ 

(2) l!2.Q:E..<2EE..-

(n) 529 nITc 
(b) '27 CSlrJ'C 

• 

(3) ,Equi.p'mont/muniti onsjstrudtu]tos CQ:eturod/dostX'9:zoq~ 

( 0.) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(0) 
(f) 

!g) 
h) 
i) 

. -
~, J,204 bunkers 

,21;538 mortQr rounds 
3,936 RPG rounds 
1;310 RR;rounds 
4,876 mi'nos 

'12~917 groncdcs 
1,429,838 smnl1 Qrms rounds 

. 407 rockots 
25,053 oxplosive (lbs) 

(4) Foodstuffs copturodLdostroyod. 

(a) 65,235 Ibs rico 
(b) 11,811 1bs snIt 

(5) MedionI supplies. 

(a) 
(b) 
(0 ) 
Cd) 
(0) 
(t) 
(g) 
(n) 
(i) 

500 

~~ 
UO 
170 
lL!-4 

2 
9 

305,000 

penicillin, bottlos 
streptomycin, bottles 
vi tc.min, . vials 
nove.cino:, cmpulos 
morphine.. vials 
nttropino sulphato, vials 
chloroIllycetin, bottlos 
ethor, bottlos 
guazc bo.nda.gos 
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(6) 11$sc c 1,1 Qneous • 

J 

217 utilitios, sots 
2'01 a·wont shil~to 

i01 bolts 
. 00 3..o,c..ino.tt .riflo, slings 

. 38 holn1otp 
l~S' pnoko .. 

. blr.nkots 
3 gas 1l1t'.slm 

ll~ A~5in.i/Jtr,ati·iTG mntton. 

Go. Co,rt!1\uni.c Q ti ons • 

. ' (1)' Gdrio;al. Tho 9th Mo.r inos Regimental ComilunicQ tiol1; 
Platoon not1vo!y supportod tho rogjXtlont~l ho~dquQrtors during 
Opor::!tidl'l LJmO/.STER T'ROUSDllIE ru.ld I"l/,HClISTER TROUSDLLE NORTH. 
P.H rr.dio and \firo/redio 1:'01c.1 syct0l110 VToro .oxtcnsi'lo11 utilized 
throughout tho oporc.tions. During this period tho 9th Marinos 
Conununicnt1.one Platoon auppOl'tod a. tOl'\'TU.rd CP a.t liSB ';lINCHESTER ~ 
D. l"Onl' at V~l'lD.EGRIFT C0!1BLT Bl'.s:G (VC13),. f.'.nd a ronr at DONG HA ' 
C O1-1Bb T BASIl. 

(2) OOmmunioQ.ti,ons Cent or. DUl'ing the latter part of 
August end tliro'u'gnout September. and the first weele of October, 
the 9th 14nt.'insf1 COl1ll'llunications Plntl)011 00 ntinued to nw..intain a 
communications center at VCB. Task Force i'rOTEL continued to 
guard for the 9th Marines on the teletype oircuit from 3d Ma~ 
D~.v. 9th l-iarinoa provided for sup)lemental administrative' 
messago tl."c.1'tic as TF HOTEL received 01'111 taotical tra.ffic. 
Due to the sstnblltlblnant of a fl)1'~··1o.l'd OP at FSB vJnrcHESTI!R, it 
was noccsElt' . .tt'1 to G:.:~tond the courier service from DONG HA to 
accomodo. to FSB UI1JCEESTER .• 

, . 
An o::clusion.'oX'ea Has constructod in tho COC, at VCB, on 22 

Septofllbol" 1968.. A aGcura telotypo c ircui t was established 
botwoon 9th llal~:i.nos COCat VOB nne] the 3d I~a.r Div COO at DONG 
FA, utilizing a channel on the bU/TRC .. 97. Most downtimo on tho 
toletypo circuit has bean duo to a doficioncy in the 10'1,,7. 

Total mossago tl'affic during tho oporat:;.onal poriod SlIlountod 
to tHO thousand sGvon·hundtted and ten (2,710) incoming massagos 
c.Lel 'GWO bundrod and f'if..ty-tm (2,52) outgoing messages. 

;'i i.' 
. <:3)' tVUo. During the pottl:od of lateJ~ugust through 

tho end,'of' .Soptiiri60.c, tho 9th Marinos Communications Platoon 
0ontil1ucd to?maintaln an sa-86 sHitchb6ard at DONG HA CONBAT 
T.:ASE dnd. two S:a-22 switohboards at VCB. Trunk lines hava boon 
in' C onatant uso to TF HQrEL, 1st Bn, 9th lvIflrinos and 3d Engineor 
En. 
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A fiv~ pail' cablo ot lID .... l/rT wil'O' Has installod from 9th Narinos 
position at VCB to .SIGNAL Hill. T'VTO pnit' of these lines are 
used :foX' l'adio.relay "1hich permits communications betvreen 9th. 
Marines at VCB and 3d r·w.1'inos at Conrp CARROLL via THON SON LAM. 

On 16 September the 9th Ma1'ines Rogimental' Headqunrters 
displaced fOl'wlll'd to FSB vlINCHE[jT~R. Upon,OJ.'ll'ivoJ. at FSB 
UDTCITIJSTI!R em SB--22 8\>1i tchboiLrd WIlS installed along wit h 
sovornl loonls nnd hot linos. This vlit'osystom t.,ns thon linkod 
up to tho 1'o.dio rolu y inst a.lle.tion 0. t FSBUDTCHESTER" thus 
fo.rming em intogl:'ctod wil:'O!.N1.dio X'olay systom. 

. . 

Upon d:tsplncomon.t back to VCB" 0.11 oxisting wiro linos at . 
FSB UTIITCEEST:8R woro X'omovod rod dostl:'oyod by tho ,viro. pOl-sonnol,. 
Upon al' ri vo.l 0. t VCB a c omplotoly nOH sot of wil:'o linos \'10l:'0 
installod in o.rdor to C',ccoru:-.c1Lto incroc.sed domnnds. 

(4) Ro.dio. FH l:'Ctdio cOlil1'l1unict.tions during tho 
opol'ational p~riod provod to bo highly o.fi'ioiont and 01ctl:'011101y 
X'olic.blo. p..l:'om Z7 Aug 68 to 16 Soptolilbol' 68 tho X'ogimont usod 
the FM rndioB nt VCB to control tho buttalions in tho fiold~ 

On 15 SoptoY(ibor 68 un c.dvunco j;a.rty UQS sont to FSB VJlliCH8STER 
(FSSVl) to oatr.blish 0. fO.M-J'a.rd CP. Tuo ta.cticc.l nots ond ona 
TACP not woro o.ctivutod by tho D,dvnnco pGrty to inauX'o that 
cammunicntions would bo continuous throughout the cOlilmo.nd pc,:d; 
displo.comcnt.· On 16 Soptombor 68 tho cor 8 g.roup and Xot s 
group o.rl"ivod. To fu!'tho.l:' fnoilitiuto thf' control of six (6) 
OPCOJ.IT ba.tto.lions, an c.dditionol ta.cticol not wcs ostc.blishnd" 
This o.dditiono.l not ga.vo tho commending offico!' ttil:'eo (3) . 
tc.cticnl nets "tvith tlrl0 (2) bc.ttQlions on oC',ch not. In additionp 

thX'oo (3) DY ... 38 1 s and AN/PRC ... 77 f s 'Joro clwo.ys o.vaila.ble, 
ono.bling the ilcgimontc.l Comm:.:mdor to ta.ll!: in ciphoX' vi. th his 
bc.ttc.lion c011Dncl1do.rs. 

Tho .l:'a.dio section opcrc.tod under field combat conditions~ 
All rc.dios HOl:'O 'tVc.torprooi'od C21d dug in to protoct thoro fX'om 
o.dvcrso 'liloo.thor and pos si blo c.tta..ck fX'om onemy moX'tr.X's end 
o.rtillory. 

On 1 October the CP atFSBW displaced to veB. Conrraunicutions 
(FM X'ndio) X'eliUlinec1 continuous Jch.t'oughout the disp1aceme1llt~ An 
auste.l:'e COI1ll11ElJ:1d' group wa.s thon X'eadied for a night helilift 
into the DELTA-5 (HAl LOC) area foX' coX'don and seal'ch opeX'ations: 
COll'lll1unica ti ons tal:' this lift Has r:r.1 radio. Communica.tions Hero 
continuous and .J:'e1iabili ty W8.S excellent. 

On 5 October frequenoies and call signs wer-e changea; s.\~~·eX'al 
problems vTe.re encDuntet'ed during the frequency change. The 
lilajOl:' problem a.l:'ea Has frequenoy ovet'.J:'ide ... 
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(5) Radio P~clc.'y. Ra.dio .rolny cOrllrtluniont ions romainod 
satisfn.oto.ry throughout the opox'otions. Sov0l'a.l tost shotn 
\voro lilado botvToon Croup C!IRI10LL, DanG F.L, D.nd QU.llHG TRI. Thoso 
shots Pl'ovod to bo highly satisfactory. During the first Hook 
of SO:?'\iornbo):' b. l'clny shot'lins ost,blishod f.rODl SIGNAL EILL to 
tho 9th Harino3 CP t'"t VCB. This c i.rcui t \'10.8 uniquo in tho 
to.o tical C olmUluj.icn tions bus inos:] o.s HO t'omotod ou.r .roGimonto.l 
to.cticill 1'o.dio nots off of tho .llH/THC-27's. This H(',S -a.ocolllnlishc­
by .runi1.inG lli.L'C linoo frOl'jl the remoto unit in tho. eoe to-;;ho 
roT lTRC"~7' wB.ic h Wt\s 100 d. to d '110::::t - t'o "tho'C OC .' Tho "'r":7cti:6 ~r:tg:nal vrc,., 
t.b.C'l1. pie1:od l.-:p by 'cho RC-292 0::1 ,:'I(U,J, I-ITLL r':''ld l'Olc.ycd owt' t>l'l? 
l)C'..l',c.bdliQ· ~o:':'lc~tor to tho .l:'ofloctins m")tennu no:t::t to tho eoe. 

On 15 SO?tOl~lbor a relo.y tOC,lil vIes dispa.tc hc a to PSDVl ui'l;L1 
tho o.dVOl'1CO lJol'ty to ost~'.blish Q l'8.oio rolcy shot ( .. m/TRC-27) 
botwoon 17:~\BU o.nd THO;,:i SO~; L~'Jl~ Onco ~·.nsto.llod, tho 9th Ho.rinos 
lIcro thon o.llocatod tHO chanriels on 'the 1:ffiC ... 62 ):'olo.y shot; to 
3d rlal'incs a.t Ca..rriD CLRROLL. To 0:::':.:'00'1; this ahot 0. strnn oVO;: 
liQS o.C;C,O~ilplishcc1 botHoon tho liH/Tl1C-27 0.'1; T1:IO,,:' SOH 1d\11 'W.1.d tllC 
fl1'JI-lHC..;62. This cnabll;d 9th lhrinos C.t rSBl'J to contact 3d 
Marin,s sHi tchboard. Evontua11y c. l~olQY shot HaS ostc:iJlioheQ 
lJ'hich go.vo us 0. direct lino into TV HOT]:;r.,. 

On I October 68, tho rc::i!,lO'c,tc.l CP displa.ood to VCB. .At this 
time tho .ro.dio rola.y shot from P::,>DH to TEOl:; ;301:T LAH uno 
disoont1nucd ('.no tho rolny too.n \fns sent bc..cl~ to VeE. Tho 
ilN/TRC .. 27 shot botwcnn T20:T SOIT J~jl.;c.nc1 VC:B,. SIGIUIL iIIL:iJ,is 
still intact along vJith tho LH/TRC-27 shot f.ram SIGH1.J; HILL 
to the communico.tions bunko.r. 

b. §,unpl;z. 

(1) Di scussi 0]1. 

(0.) Tho 8_dlilinistil1 D.ti va plan 'trIas c011.sioo1'oo 
aCloquc.to f011 'eLla opo.l:'Gtion. In complianco Hith 0. TF HOTEL 
di.l:'oc'civo, 0. Roc:imontnl S...L~ l'cp.l:'osontio.tivo and S .. L!_ roprcson­
to.tivos from tho opcon Bc.ttc.lions HO.rO locatcd at tho vcn LOC. 
The succeSG ~n tho cont~ol nna suporvision of resupply 
accomplishod du.ring this oporntiol1 1'10.s a diroct result of' t1:m 
licison establishod D.t this control point. During tho oarly 
pm"t of the oporo.tion, resupply 1']0.3 sovc.roly c urto.ilocl by tho 
untimoly ur.rivD.l of typhoon DLliJJD::::. 

21 SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
t.,. .. 

Tho hlghwinds and aecompaning rnins co.uaodthe cc..ncel1a.tion"ar 
0.11 resupply. As the opera.tion pl'ogrcs~od, Long Rmgo PC.trol 
Rc.tions 110rC usod to assist bQttc.~ions ovor subsoquoht poriods 
of bo.d 't~oo.thor. 

(b)' All resupply dW'ing this opol'c.tion lms 
o.ecomplishod by o.il'~ 

(e) No signifi c cnt mcintonc.nco problems 'Hore 
onQountored. 

(d) Trc.nsportc.ti9n wo.s provided to the RCgililont 
by 1at Pl t, A Co, 3d NT Be. tto.li on • 

. (o) Co.suo.lti os woro first trontod by o.ttn.chcd 
Nc.VC'.l porsonnel.· Ev('.;cuf'.tion from the fiold wes to D Co, 3d·' 
Medienl Battaliotl,. QUANG TRI, end from thoro to highor hond-
q uC'.rte rs. .. 

(f) Organic modicc.l tc.cilitios within Head", 
qUeJ:'tora Comprny c.t the· f'orwQ.);td CF WeD adoquQto for hnndllng 
daily routino siok co.ll· •. 

(g> Extensi ve usc Ho.:J mude of ha1.1coptor 
tra.nBport~ble bulldozors in tho croo.tion of Fire Support Buses 
(FSB) LEmtJ1.lE", BLACK, SllNDY and HIHC,HESTER. Tho use of thoDo 
trc.ctol"S ano.blod thoso FS)3at to bo bt1ilt moro quickly and 
of~ioently thnn by ho.nd. \. . 

12. SEocio.l EguiplllO.nt .. and Tcohnisuos .• 

. Tho opol"~,tion introduced tl:c effoctive and sucocss:f'Ul usc 
of tho Caso 450 helicoptor trensportc.blo trecter. The trncto~ 
l'1OS invr.luc.blo for rc.pid construction of' FSBsI. In. addition,. 
cOImlltmicc.tions innovati6nn c.S notod above servod to iril~Ovc 
oporntiono consiaorc.bly,. 

., 
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13. Commanders Analysis~ 

The LAHCf.STER II TROUSDALE and TROUSDtlIE NORTH oporation 
was one of tho most successful operations of its kind in the 
war te data. Tho 9th 1furine Rogir,lent (Roin) conducted 
sustained operations in uhnt was proviously considered an 
impenot~Qblo sanctuary in tho donco junglo coverod mountains 
of northwos t Q.UANG TRI Provinco nnd tho wostorn DNZ (;1:'oa. 
Combo.t for cos woro ins.ortod, and sustuinod at hoights abovo 
3500 foot, by holicopter. Tho enomy was constantly engagod 
and doa1t anovol'wholming dofoa.t both in tho loss of porsonnol 
und supplios, a.s evidenced by tho rosults sho~m th.roughout 
this roport. It is ostima.tod that tho'·320th NVA Division, 
sp~tho 48th and 52nd Rogimonts,'~ boon reducod to 
combat inoffoctiv~nQss. 
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