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Enels V(1) 9%h Marinos WROU ;DAL NORTH*ﬁg;undﬂry affectlve
181500E Ang &3 oveflL vy, Annex A (Opsration Overlay)
Go Fpog Order 92-~68:48th Merines A” effective
,A)noou, Aug 08 Overlhy,; th Martics A0 effective’
°h0uﬂ Sep 55 Overlay:”Ena Andex & ‘LT.()‘~ 2g O«
3; ’:LL ‘.3.'0 O B

1. Jperction SAWCASTER TROUSDA L].}/“"R oUSDA LE NORTH.
2. Dporasicn.  27R005T Aug to 0809LSH Oct 68.
3. Locggggge Horiiwestern LUANC TRI Province end within the

SOULﬂuﬁﬂ voundary off the LMZ,

be Dasi: Orgenization.

O%h Marines (Rein} ' Col BARROW
lat Pny, 9%h May _ I5Col COLLETON (27 Aug~28 Sep)
' Maj DINEGER (29-30 Sep 68)
' L1Col SMITH (1~8 Oct 28
2nd Ba, 9th Max LuCol IMIGHT (27 Aug-l5 Sep)
§ o Mej SISLEY (16 Sep-g Oct 68)
34 Ba, %th Man L%Col LAMONTAGNE
00 Ay BT Pie, G M D Capt FLOCD
2nd Pn,, 26 th Mar I—ﬂnL SPARKS
lei Bn, lih Nar Ltlol GALBRATIH
2nd Ba, 34 Hor sCol DAVIS (27 ~22 Sep)
- LiCol CHEN (23 Sep§
2nd I, 12%h Mar Lt30). SCOPPA
Go O, 3@ Tngr 3n Lt RICE (27 Aug~-20 Sep)
Capt MILLS (21 Sep-8 Oct)
5o Supnonting Peross.
Re Dluect Stuzort and Jemercl Support Units.

lavines ~ General Support

. i s

(e Ses artillery (paragraph 5B)

(&' 2nd B, 12th Marines =~ Direct Support

(n) Ses artillery \par-agra'oh 5B)

(3) Co C. 24 Engi neer Batb wliog"a Direct Support,

() Company "C"J 3d Ingineer Batitalion provided
close combat supvport for the 9th Marines Regt (Rein) durilng
Operation LAHNCASTER TROUSDAIE and LANCASTIER TROUSDALE NGR'I‘;;-_.
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Support consisted of ¢construction of fire support bases, landing
zones, destruction of enomy bunker compleXes, disposal of enamy
ordnmeoc ond various othor enginoor tasks. During the operation’
it is ostimated that over 26,095 lbs of explosives were utilized.

This oporation alm intreduced tho use of helicopter transportablo

gractbrs {Caso 450 modol) far tho construction of fire support
8CE ’ '

(L) 38 Motor Traonsport Battelion ~ Gonoral Support.

(2) PFirst Plotoon, Company A, Third Motor
Transport Bottalion is in dircet support of tho 9th Marines,
This Plotoon providod vohiclos for trétioal and administrative
troop movoments, rosupply and "houschold" commitments as
roquired, Additional vchicles on o "as required" bosis wors
provided by * Third Marinc Division Motor Transport ~
Battdllon, ‘Support hns been satisfoctorys

be Artilliory and Fipe Support Coordinotion.

(1) Artillory Support.

(&) Artillery -support during Operation LANCASTER
TROUSDAIL /LANCASTER TROUSDAIE NORTH was provided by 2nd Bn,
12th Maprines (Rein) which wes in Direct Support of the 9th
Morines. (Rein}., Ceneral Support end reinfoércing fires wore
provided by the l2th Marines, Centralized tactical énd technical
fire direction was employed throughout the operation. —
Computation of firing data was primarily manual due to failure
of the FADAC nenorator. Over 90% of all fires wére high sngle
dup to the mountainous terrain and jungle canopye.

(b) A total of 61,135 rounds of artillery

aemuunition were expended as follows? .
: - ( J no ey \
107 23284 e
158 3,707 =
8" 22l s

(c.) 2Artillery preparations and adjust fire missions
were delivered in support of infantry operations., Other fires
included an active program of harassing fires, mortar :
suopression, artillery supnression, and flak suppression programs,
Additlonally an Arc Light back-up proparation was planned and
fired, ' : ' . '

(d) Direct Support artillery was positioned at
FSB IRJEWG, FSE BLACK, "SB SANDY, FSB BIRD, FSB WINCHESTER,
and THON SON LAM, General Support and Reinforcing artillery
wag positionod at FSB VINCEESTUR, FSB BIRD, FSB PETE and
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THON SON IAM, Position arees were selected to enable all .
firing units fo fire into the DMZ in support of the 9th Marinose

{e) The 2nd Bn, 12th Merines (Rein) at one timo
included five 105mm Howitzer Battorios and two 155mm Howitzer
Batioerion, all positionod on FSBs! end all depondont. upon
Lkelicoptor support. Reinforeipg fires worc provided by &
platoon of 8" Howitzor mnd a platocn of 155 Guns. 2nd Bn, 1l2th
Marincs Heoadguartors was locoted near tho 9th Marines
Headquartors, initially at VOB and subsoquontly at FSB WING ESTER

(2) Firo Suppor® Coordination.

f2) Piro Support Coordination Centors woro
maintaincd at ¢nch infontry battaiion, Clearance of firos ond
control of intergratod alr and ortillory missions was-
accomnlished at tho 9th Marines FSCC, Whon practical, control
was pasdcd to lower lovols ucing "At my Cormond" mothod of
control, -Saveo-~vlano informotion was passed to TF HOTEL,
Blankot Savea-plancs were obtained to cnable artillery units
positioned at ISR BIRD, FSB PETE, ond THON SON LAM to fire
through 3d Marincs airsgpaco into tho 9th Marines A0 with
minimun doley, TFiro Support Coordination was complicatod by
tho numbox of units supportcd and by thce schemo of manouveor.
Up to six infrntry battalions wero cuploycd at one timo and
conveorgence of foxccs dictated that some missions bo firod
thot worc "Dangor Close" to olements of two infantry bottalions
at ono timo, Albvhough spon of control wos strained with six
manouvor cloments, it was considorod more cffoctivo from an :
FSC vicwpoint to maintain control by ono recgimontal hoadquartors
thoroby Toeoilitating tho cloaranco of firos within a reasonable
timo framo, than to placo two rogimental hecadquarters wuidor a
Task Force which inhorently rosults in long deloyss

o, Air Support.

(1) Pized Wing Support.

(a) Attack air contributod significantly to tho
succoss of the oporction, Most notoworthy was tho oxcollont
to outstonding rcsponso by "scromblo air", "Sercmble alr" was
utilizod extensively to cover thoso targoets not hit bocausc pro=
vlanncd air cssebs waro not aveilable in sufficlient quantity.
Attack air-uma used in the preparation of five landing zones
and against numerous grourid targets. A€ coverage and tactleel
air controlwcire excellent, TPQ coverage was considenrsd less
than adequate. During the period of 17 Sep to 8 Oct 68, a
total of 2)13 TPQ strikes were requested and only 105 targets
struelt, -

A o SECEET

. DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SECRRET

There were four TPQ drops within this same period, which were
off target end landed within close proximity (500 meters} of

friendlies, Other Fixed Wing Support consisted of Arc Light

drops, flare ship support end C~117 "Spooky" missiona

(b) A total of 299 closo air support missions
werc flowm, BDA is listed as follows: .

13 KBA (confirmed)
13 kBA (probable)

"1 Truck and rovotment destroyed
107 Bunkers destroyed ™~ 57
15 Bunkers damaged ", . . o
130 meters of tronch line destroyed

. 12 Structures dostroyed
2 A/M positions destroyed
. 2 Rockot positions destroyed
-7 Fighting holes ‘destroyed -
35 Secondary oxploaions
9 Sccondary fires . -, .~

te) & tetallof’iﬁng?Q’
jod of 2° = 8 Oct 68

missions wepe flowm
expending 33

{(d) Tactical air pbaorvcfs flow 266 missions,
flying 400 hours in support,’ T

© 0 {e) €130 and 0-117 flaro ships flew 22 support
| (f) €-117 "Spooky" gunships f10w'9 support |
missions resuylting in ono secondary oxplosion, . = =

(g) 1l fre Light missions were flown;

(2) Hélicoptor Support.

' (¢) Tactical and logistical holicoptor support
was outstanding, - Othor holicoptor support consistod of.
Medovac missions, BH~1E gunships in an attack role end limitod
C & C support, Holicoptor utilization is shown bolow.

5ol CHeL6
61 CH=53
12 CHALT
5 CHAS),
T7 UH~3L

206 UH~1E
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. : (b) A %otal of 6,210 troops, 9 artillery

. batteriez and attendent logisticel supplies were lifted during
this opcration, :

. {e) A total of 136 Medevac missions were flowm
evacuating GO personnel. 20 of these missions were flown at
night cvacating 67 porsonnel,

(d) UH-iI gunships flow 16 attack missions
resulting in two secondary oxnlosions,

(3) Recommendaticns.

{a) That C&C aircroft be more readily avail-
able to the rcauesting ground corucnder. Phis requirement is
indispensable whero unite arc widely separated.

(b) That morc »rc-planned fiighté of attack air
be alloted on an operation of this magnitude. i ‘

(e¢) That a dilisent effort be maintained to
eliminatsé human and mcchenical crrors in the cxocution of TPQ
migsions, : e

6. Intellironco.

g

2. DBstimatc of onemy sirbuation prior to ovorationsa

(1) Intolligence indicatod that the 320th NVA
Division had rocoverod from its scverc losscs of Spring 1968
ard had movod from Morth Vietnam to thc Contral DMZ arca., Its
cormmand and coutrol clemeonts, division hoadquartors, probably
romained North of the BIN HAY Riveyr while infantry ~ battalions
of the 6lith Regimont epcratcd to tho Zouthand in thoe vieinity
of tho 9th Marincs £0, Additionally, clomonfs of the 52nd
Regiment worc Imown to Do oporating in the projocted {0, while
tho L.8th Rogimont was unlocated and probably in a rcinforcing
position in the DMZ, N®ioworthy is that the arca of onorationt,
long unpenctratcd by Alliced Porces, was thouzht to contain-
lorge caches of ammunition and supnlics propositioncd for
a monsoon oifensive.

b, Incnr Units Identifiod during the opémation.

. (1) Capturcd documents indicatcd thr$ ¢lements
of' the followin: units had Locn or worc opcrating in the NUI TIS
PG and HUTL B4 L0 arcas: the 308th, 320th, 325th “nd &he

325thC VA Divisions. OF %reso tho 320th Diwision was confirmod.
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The othars probably had been in and through the arsa in the

past and hod weroly left evidence of Ghely passage. POJst
captured dieplayoed a wniférm lack of Imowledgé of their unit;
howovor, intorrogation emd other relatod ‘sourcas proved °
oonelusivoly tho prosonoo 6f. tho 320th Division. It now appoars
that tho op0r°L on Aiso*r _1torruptoo-uhc procoss of rolicf of
._-'tho 5'?nd .0[,..1101w by Lo «%h Rog.u mont ,

Q‘ M NOGP(‘(

..-.m-

o (). Intc‘ligcnﬁ) uuuvﬁfs »rlior to and during tho
oporation wero APD, SLAR and IRg tﬁrﬂot lists from PIU,
intelligence roports,'POL Inpeprasy vivis ond documenm
tronelotiont frowm the A4 Wor Div. :

d, Contacts.

(1) Contoots during the oporation woro numerous and
choracterizoed chlclly by brwci, intenso cngeogoment s with cnony
roorguord olormnts g f¥lendly units moved along thp razor
backoed ridgolines, Usually, tho contact took place in aroas
where oncmy supply coches wore lator discovored, md took tho
form of cormaond dotonatod DH=10 minos followed by small arms,
AMATYE Lipc Vvl nepbory fixrce s Tho anany broko contact whon
the mogsivo weight of cwapm.‘n:'t:.ng orms was brought to bear,
sufforlng ‘hoavy casualties 1n oach contact,

o Torrain ond Woathor.

{1) Tho torrain is charsctorized by densoly junglod,
sharply contourocd mountains, Double ond triplo canopy is
prevalent throughout tho aroa of oporotionse The monaocon and
rain, totaling up to 25 inchos during ono L day pcriod,
horpered to somo oxbtent fricndly opcrﬂtﬂons. Low cloud covor
ond high mountaln posks combinod to mako resupply difficult at.
times, :

7., liitasion,
{ LSS L

St et

6. LANCASTER TROUSCALE, At L-Hour on D-Day, 9th Marinos
ponducts o pottalion holiborne assoult in tho LANCASTER IT AO
to secck cut and Gostroy tho cneny, his supply cachcs and
infiltration foeilitics whilo concurrontly cvoluating tho
cffectivencas of tho fAre Light strikos,

be LAHCASTER TROMEDLLE NORTH. At L«-Pour on D-Day, 9th
Marinos cohdqucie o two battolion holiborno assault south of tho
BEN HAI Rivor supportcd ®y o ono battalion ground attock north
from the CAM LO Rivor, to cook oubt oand destroy tho cnany, his
supply cochos and infild rqtlon routos while concurrontly

7 SECRET
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cvaluating tho cffcectivonoss of the Are Light strikosy two
presontly cormitted infentry battalions continue cloaring
operctions in the southern ond western portion of tho 9th
Mcrinos AO in ordoer to find fix, dostroy or capturs tho onomy
and his suppllos.

8« Contont cf Oporotions. In Opecration LANCASTZR TROUSDALE,
two hattolions conduct o heliborne asscult inte tho NUL TIA
PONG ond WUI BA LAO arcas northwost of THON SON LAM, Imphosis
is placcd on cxtensive soarch md destroy oporatiohs botn in-
tho high omd low ground, Subsoquont to tho initial lodings,
o third battalion is inscrtod further north, in thoe arca of
opcrations, to cxploit that soctora

With tho oxpmding of FKANCASTIR TRCUSDIAE to LANCASTIR

- TROUSDLAL NCRTH, two battalions conduct a hecliborno assault
into tho Domilitarized Zono (DMZ), just south of tho BEN HAI
Rivor cond immecdiatoly attoack south, A total of 6 bettalions
aro involved ond tho I romoining work oxtcensively in aossigned
AO's just bolow tho DiZ.

Hoavy ortillory prop fircs cro schodulod: in and around tho
proposod londing zonos in the DMZ a8 woll as six Arc Lights,
Ono hour after tho finnl Arc Light, tho first flight of
helicoptors will touch down wWith the initial wave of troopse.
Moximum attention is placod on uso of supporting crms in™ -
conjuction with ground contoect, finding and fixing tho aamy,
his lincs of communications, muniticnas and supply caches,
ovaluotion of frc Lights, oand construction of londing zonos
ond firo support basos (FSB).

With the onlap;:cd scopo of thoe opcration and tho loargoe
numboy of battalions plus supporting units involved, tho 9th
Marincs Commamd Post will displaco to a forword location to
onhrnee conbrol and communicotionss

9. _Exoccution.

22 fvguss Oth Morincs Oncrotion Ordor 9e68 promulgatod tho
cnoration. Originally schedulod to start 25 Aug,
eoxmonscd 27 Aug,

27 August £t 0810f, 9th Morinoa assuricd OPCON of 2/9., At
1005H, Onoration LANCASTHR. TROUSDAIE commoncod as
G/279 was hal.ilifted into  LZ MARS, Holilift
crmplcte ot 1105H, At 1132H, H/2/9 holilift into
T7 TEHO conplected, No contact, At 1300H, 9th
Morines assumed OPCOM M,I/3/9, At 1345H, E/2/9
holilift into LZ LMIDS vicinity XD 915546 rocoived
hoovy ground firo, 1 CH~l6 shot dowm in LZ ARIES,
Two" other Ch-bb!s recolved battlo domago,

8 SECRET
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25 Aug

29 Avg

31 Aug

0l Sep

02 Sop

03 Sop

No casualties, At iﬁZOH, remainder of 2/9 helilift
completed into IZ LEO. At 1L35H, E/2/9 in LZ ARIES,
while using UH~1E pgunships in sn attempt to suppress
ereny fire recéived a pod of rockets in their perimeter
fran a gunship. Results 2 USMC XIA end 2 USMC VIAE, )
A% 1ELT7H, 1/9 helilift inTo LZ MOON and EARTH cormenced,

At 1TE9H, 1/9 helilift completed with no contact,

‘4% L520H, K/3/9 was chopped OPCON 3/9,

At 0915F, Bravo Command Group aad E,H/2/9 commenced -
helilift from LZ LEO to LZ IRYPTON. Completed at 1OLSH,

. A% 1L200H, Z/379 chopped OPCON TF HOTEL,

LAt 10558H, Diying crane delivering bulldozer at FSB
SANDY, wie XD 91.0%6l, feiled to locate dozer correctly
on LZ. ©Dozer rolled dom side of mountein approximately
75 moters, The dozer is inoperable at this time, znd -
requires major repairs, At 1105H, F/2/9, vic XD 895538,
nade contact with wnlmown size enany force. Following
massive artillery and air preps the enemy position was
assaulted, Rosulting in 1 USMC KIA, 16 USMC WIAT,

1 USMC WIANE, 20 NWVA XTA, 6 TUC and 3.CSWC,

At O700H, H/2/9 squad patrol, made contact with approx-
imately 10 NVA wic XD 923552 They roturned S/A fire
and adjustod 81lmm mortarse Rosults as follows: 1 USHMC -
KIA, 6 USMC WIAE, 1 USMC WIANG and 5 NVA KIA, At 1630Hr

G/2/9, vis iD 487538, point c.ioments roceivod 1 chicom
gronade and saw 'l NVA, They roturmed S/A fire and called
in 8lmm mortars. Results: 3 USMC UIAE,

At 1730H, B/2/9 vic XD 91056l roceived 21 82mm rownds.
Resuites 23 USMC Wisl, At 1800H, M/3/9 chopped OPCON
to T HOTED sho passcd OPCON to CG, 34 Mar Div, At

 1G30H, TF HOTEL asswmed OPCON of K/3/9 fram CG, 3d Mar

Div znd naesod 0PCON to Lith Mar same DTG,

At OTLEE. /279 patrol vic XD 924519 engaged 3 NVA with
S/A, 2uaults L _WVA TIA. A% 1800H choppod OPCON A/1/9

to TP #Tmn, A IUT0H, assumed OPCON K/3/9 from TF HOTEL,

~D
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08 sep

09 Sev

At 1245H, G/2/9 vicinity XD 879537 while checking
out a trail found 2 NVA KIA approximately 3 to I
davs old, :

Af 1730H, assumed OPCON M/2/9 from TF HOTEL.

2/9 establishad new LZ's, vicinity XD 909537
designated LZ NEPTUV: and vicinity XD 886537,
designated L2 URANUS, At 1100H, G/2/9 vicinity

XD €82537 while searching and destroying bunkers,

a marine tripped a booby trap resulting in 2 USMC WI

€/1/9(-); helilift from LZ LEJEUNE to LZ PLUTO,
was completed at 1000H .and at same DTG C/1/9
chopped OPCON to 2/9. At 1310H, H/2/9, vicinlty
XD 912562, received 10 rounds 122mm rockets and

20 82mm mortar rounds. The rounds impacted within
the lines causing 9 UTMC WIAE. An AO on station
ohserved one enemy position and controlled fixed
wing and artillery.

At O945H, @/2/9 patrol, vicinity XD 873537,

trippsd one command dstonatsd mine and received
sniper fire., Results: 2 USMC WIAE, At O950H,
helilift of 3/9 to LZ WINCHSSTER commenced and was
complsted at 1155H, At 1000H, assumed OPCON of
A/1/9 from TF HOTZL, At 1100H, L/3/9, vicinity XD
904588, received S/A fire and RPGl's, They mreturned
S/A fire. Results: 2 NVA KIA. At 1130H, B/2/9

. patrol, vicinity XD TES55Y2, Tripped a command

do tonated mine and received 8/A fire. The patrol
roturned S/A fire and adjusted artillery on the

enemy position., Results: 1 USMC KIA USMC WIAE - -
AND § NVA KIA. At 1419H, K7379 v v‘i“cIn‘I%y‘ﬁ)"B‘fm R
was fired upon by an Army gunship, The fire appeare-
to come from the right door gun, The gunship

did not check in on 3/9's air net. Results: NBC
WIAE. At 1500H, K/3/9, vicinitg XD 904588 recelvead
S/K fire from vicinity XD 892588, They returned
S/A fire., At 1945H, K/3/9, reported contact
broken, During contact they received several 60mm
mortar rounds impacting within their position, ,
Counter mortar filre accounted for one enemy mortar
tdestroyed and crew killsd. Results of contact:

3 USMC XIA, 19 USMC WIAE, and 23 NVA KIa,

10 - ' SHCRET
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11 Sep

12 Sep

13 Sep

1l Sep

15 Sep

At 0930H, 7/2/9, vicinity XD 880579 made contact
with nndetermined size NVA element wellldug in.,
The enemy initiated the contact with command detone
atod claymores and small arms fire. AO on station
observed ons A/W position and well used trail
system. 2/9 called artillery and ren fixed wing
strikes, Results: 2_USMC WIAE from claymores.
CP/2/1/9 helilift to VUB compieted at 1300H.

A/1/% chopped OPCON to 1/9 at 1200H, M/3/9
vicinity XD 817568, whilse searching bunkers, found
1 wvs FIA, At 1800H, ¥/2/9 vicinity XD 85354,

‘Tound I human hand apnarently amputated recently,

At 183CH, €/1/9, vicinity XD 89795k, found grave
with ? A KIA, \

At 1CO0H; chovoped OPCON 1/9(~), to T@ HOTEL. At
1030E, hslilift of E/2/9 from LZ KRYPTON to

Lz NEPTUNE and LZ URANUS was started and comple ted-
at 1205H. At 1300H, F/2/9 patrol, vicinity 652549,
obssrved 2 NVA running down trail vicinity XD
850550 and took under S/A fire. Shortly after, a
mine was tripved by friendly troops. Results:

1 USMC ETA and 1 USMC WIAE, At 1330H, L/3/9,
patro] vicinity XD 892586, was hit by a command
detonated mine followed by S/A fire from an
eatimated NVA squad well dug in with machine gun,
L/3/9 returned fire with S/A and artillery.
Results: 2 USMC KIA, 6 USMC WIAE and 2 NVA KIA,

At 1200H, F/2/9, vicinity XD 850550, encountered

an NVA squad in 3 bunkers end received A/W and S/A
fires They roturned firs and called in artillory

on enemy escape routes. Contact results: 1 USMC -
KIA, 3 WIAE, At 1800H, I/¥9, vicinity XD 886587,
walked into a command detonated mine causing |

1 USEC WIANE. As they commonced to move again,

they received another command de tonated mine result-
ing in 2 USMC WIAE,

At 131FH, 1/9 chooped OPCON to 9th marines and
prepared to conduct omarations within new AO.

2 platoons of 1/9 remainad with 3d Marines to provids
security for € ineh guns and will be chonrad

backsd to 9th Marines at 1600H,

At 0%10H, helilift of H/2/9(~) from LZ KRYPTON to
FSB BLACK was started, Completed at 0735H, At
0735H, helilift of D/1/9 from FSB BLACK to VCB
was start:d anc¢ complsted at 1820H,

11 .
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16. Sep

17 Sep

At 0800H," 2/26 chopped OPCOT to 9th Marines,

At 0GC0H, 1/l chopwsd OPCON to 9th YMarines,

AL 12301, 1/3/9, vieinlty 1 874575, orserved 5
ML Sn oven. Fired artillsry misgion resulting in
S NIs KIA, - At 1320H, L/3/9, vicinity XD 882585,
POint elements received cne command de tonated
¢)aymare resulting 1n 2 U8MC WIAK. At 1330H,
L7379 vicinity XD 852085 ToisTvaa S/A fire from

wnker complex and peturncd £ive, Results: NVA
A

KIf. "o 9th Merlnes CR was helilifted to LT
WLIMCFEETER at 1400He At 1520H R/2/26 vicinity
AL 901610 receivod a total of 1EE pounds of 82im
mortaz incoming From XD 906617, 1M 897620, xD

906525 end XD 662617, resultine in 2; USMC XIa,
93 WIAE and 11 WIAWS. At 1600H, L/3 9, vicinity
JLhA%, Found 110 Bunkers and 27 NVA KIA,

LAY CO5EE, 1/9 wasz helilifteq into their assigncq
L0¢ AL 10000, whils helilifting 1/9 elsments in-
to viednity XD 908475, the chopoers recaived
ground fiye, A0 ran rized wing on susnected enemy
position with good tanmet coverage., At 1017H,

L/ lead elements waprs balilifted into their
assigned A0, 4t 11169, 2/26, vicinity 1 902610,
recoivod 13 rounds f82mm from northsast. Resultss

L USHG WIAR, A% 1155, 1/9, vicinity 916686,

Providaing security for downed CH-L6, rsceived 1
rounc unkpown tyvs artillar=s dud from the north,
At 12094, 1/9 vzginity XD 955675, observed 25 NVA
in the vieinity of ¥p 913683, They initiated
S/A {iro gnd an artillszry mission. Results:

2; NVA IDJA. At 1330H, a UH~1% helicovter bound far
7] FOHESTRR from VBB, hit a tree anc¢ crashcd
apnroximately 200 moters south of LZ WINCHE: TER,
Casvaliiey included BrigGen CHIP, LtCol KNIGHT,"
the aide ard 3 crow members, At 1338, B/1/9,

vicinlty X 908655, obsarved onomy movsment.. They

eallod Tor ertillery resulting in l NVA KIA,
At 101CH, 1/9 vieinity 1D 90558l;, observed 3

NVA in cpens. a'$nipof“tmok.undef'firxirasﬁitiﬁg'"
in 1 MTA KTA om3 A B BLL6H, A71/9,viéinity 913683
obsepved@éﬁg%EVA in ompen. edd tBDk'thembunder

fire nlus initiated an artillery mission resulting
in 2 BVA KIA, At 1 50H, 2/26, vicinity XD 901601,
receivad 57 rounds’ 2mm from GS 9062, Results:
3 USMe WIAZ, At 1500H, 1/9 vicinity XD 908690,
Ob3erved an unknewn nimber of NVA north of the BEN
HAL River, Celled for and peceived 6 flights of
fixed winm, Results: 1 secondary explosion and

25 AVA Kk, - D |

12
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17 Sep

18 Sep

At 1900H, €/1/9, vicinity XD 912673, received 1-
82mm round, Resulting in 3 USMC KIA, At 19C0H,
2/26, vicinity ¥D C01611, roqeivéa_ﬂé rounds 82zm
mortars. Results 1 USHC KTA, 11 USMC WIAE, At 191E"
1/9 vicinity XD 918637, took 15 rounds unkitown cal.

-~ Results: § USMC WIAE. At 1916H, H/2/26, vicinity

XD 90261l, was probsd by an estimated NVA squad.
Tngaged the enemy with S/A, Results: 1 USMC KIA
and 13 USHC WIAZ, =

At 0900H, 1/l, vicinity XD 948672, made S/A
contact with 2 different erouvns of NVA (2 NVA in

each group) Results: 1 NVA POW, At 1530H, 9th
Mar assumed OPCON of 273, At 1615H, 1/3/9,
vicinity XD 895066, received 3 rounds 60m, 3.
command detonatsd claymorss, and MG fire, Results:
3 USMC KIA, 3 USMC WIAR. S

Ny
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20 Sep

22 Sep

- ‘Game undor o

7 DECLﬁASVS];FIrED -

At 0817H, CP/1/9, XD 916668, 5511 round friendly 6
artillery resulting in 1 USNCNBCEs. At O9LSH, G/2/3, v
vie,XD; 925626, point olomcnismpgescontact with unlmown

sire vawunzt. Results: 5 NVAAKIAG. At 1700H, 1/9 vie

X! 9!1.9693 &nd XD 922678, receiyed:zbout 20 rounds 82mm-
mo)‘n‘hhr I‘:.ré,, They countered-with artillery and fixed
wing on YXDv922678, Result&sAt lJSMC‘UT[\u 1 Scout dog
VIA, 10 NVA'KIA, At 1800H, G717, vic XD 938665
rece ved & CHLoU HOI. A% 19L;.SH, r/2/26, vie XD 90l635,
received 3 rounus suspected friendly artillery., Results:
‘USMC MEC KIA pnd 3 USMC NBC WIAE, At 192100H to
%OOGOﬁﬁ B/1/L detected strong enemy movement on their
lines and received 23 chicom grenades, 7 RPG rounds and
numerous.S/A.fire, They returned fire with S/A, mortars
and arif:llany. Results. U"MC» LIIAQ and 1_USMC VIANE,

At 0900H, r/2/a6, vie XD 903637, observed 10 NVA welking
near the perlmeter. ‘T Co fired at the enemy end
received fire in return, -Results 2 NVA XIA, At 12201,
5,H,CP/2/3, vie XD 938868, received A/W fire and M-79
fire from vic XD 939629 Results: USMC WZI and 1

USMC WIANE. 'F/2/26 was'helilifted %r——mom IANCHEY +to
VCE a8t Lj00H. A% W20H, F/2/3, vic XD 925626 killed 6 -
NVA and captured 1 NVA, At 1500H, G/2/9, vic XD 880527,
Towd L gravoa.'TEEElts. 2 NVA KIA. At 1630H, F/2/3,
vie XD 926626, found 11 NVA KIL Irom supporting arms,

on ‘b):‘!til. At 2015H, Lyl ’ vie XD 938627’ XD
925626 regeived probes on 30% of théip lines, The unit
also rocoived 30 60rmm mortar rounds. Results: 15 USMC

1 H At 12OOH 2/9- chopped OPCON to TF
5/1/9, vie 5 0>) 903660, found

graves: conta:,nmg a-total of 96 NVA
“DIL/9; .cound one’ mass grave Wit h.
01902659, At 1600H, I/2/3 vie XD
erod S/A ‘and heavy A/W fire, 'Rosultss”
OH, G/2/26, leed" elemsnts, vic XD 893638,
y MG and RRG- flre They immodiately
Results' 1 NVA IA 1 U’SMC VIA.u and

rotirnod fire
.’.-L USHC W IAITE.\

At 122011, 1/3/9 patrol vie XD 878595, observed 2 NVA
in tho open, and:- oponed firoe: resultlng in 2 NVL KIA.
At l).,.lSH, B/2/26, vic XD 893636, found a battalion
glzo baso camp -vic XD 890636. ’kt 17008, L/3/9, vic XD
862591, aftor. an artlllory prep, soe.rched area i‘md:.ng
1 IWA LLI\ ’
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23 Sep

2l Sep

2% Sop

26 Sop

27 Sop
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Lt 0930H, 3/9 squad patrol, vie XD 862591, initviated
contact with an ostimated NV. squad, ond rccoivod
approximately L0 rounds 60rm mortar from vic XT 852593,
Rosults: 3 USMC WiiD, At 11300, X/3/9, vie XD 387603,
aftor artilliery prop, found parts of bodics for 6 VA
&Ihe At 1300H, 1/L, vic D 957676, obscrved 1 NVE pop
up md opened firec with S/A for 1 NVA KIA. At 1500H,
L/3/9, vic XD 862592, scarched dron or invonso artilloery
prep and found 8 NVA 'KIi. A4t 2400H, 2/9 will bo chopped
OPCON to 9th Morinmos, Lt 2L00H, 1/l and 2/3 will bo
choppod OPCON to 3d Marinos,.

At 1550H, H/2/9(&), vic XD 926547, roccivod firc from
vnlnovwn size NV, unit ond returmod fire., Rosultis:
10 USMC VWILE, 3 NV4 XI4 ond 3 USMC KIA,

At 1800H, D/1/9, viec XD 890652, found 2 graves with
2l bodios in oach. Rosults: LD NVA KIL. Cr,E/2/9
woro heliliftcd from VCB to ﬁ§§4gﬂﬁﬁY7“I/3/9 was in
sporcdic conbaet ot L800H., The éontact dovolopod
rosulting in 16 NV. KI.i, 2 USMC KIA and 9 USIMC WIAE.

Lt 06L5H, 1/3/9, vie XD 856592, roccivod 20 rounds 60mm
nortors from the northirost ccusing USMC WIiiDe L%
0815H, helilirt of F/2/9, from VCB to FOX, . cormcnocd
ond wos complcted ot 0930H, At 0930H, I/3/9 vic XD
855591, rocoived 8 105mm artillory short rounds firod
by I'/2/12. Results: 7 NBC XI. and 11 NBC WIAR and 1
NBCllis At 1030H, B/1/9, vic XD 9176ll, capturcd 1l Vi,
£t 12)0H, holilift of ¢/2/9 was started ond complcotod .
ot lb)iR, At 1845H, I/3/9, vie XD 85592, found ono 5
day old gravo for a total of 24 NV. Kli.

At 1120H, 1/3/9, vie XD 955593, trippod o booby trapped
DHE~10 mino. Rcsults: 6 USHMC WIAE., At 1145H, D/1/9,
vie XD 88365l, cngaged scuad sizo enomy oclemont, The
oxchmgo of S/A fire resulted in 1 USMC KIisi, 10 USME
WILE ond 1 WV4 POW. At 1300H, B/I/3, vic XD JIOOLO,

obsorved 2 RVL running down o trail and took thom

under firo rosulting in 2 UV XKIA. B/1/9 then observed
10 more NVA and fired 8lmm mortar mission plus artillery
for 2 more NVA IKIA. At 1300H, CP/1/9, vic XD 912612,
recoived probe from an unknown size NVA element,
resulting in 6 USMC WIAE, A4t 15LO0H, D/1/9, vic XD
89265l,, received S/& and AA fire and returned fire
with organic weapons and fired an artillery mission .
resulting in 8 NVA KIA, At 1600H, I/3/9, element vic
%D 851595, found 9 NVA bodies in 3 graves, At 1800H,
H/2/9, vic XD 925506, Tound I NVA bodj.

- SECRET
15

DECLASSIFIED



SECRET -

28 Sep

29 Sep

30 Sep
01 Oct

02 Qct

03 Oct

oL Oct

05 Oct

. ~
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At 1139H, D/1/9, XD 891652, captured 1 NVA PCW. At
11h5H, I/3/9 patrol, vie XD 851593, following contact

found 18 NVA KIA. Friendly casualtiess 1 USHC WIAE and
8 UIAME, A%t 1500H, D/1/9, vic XD 888642 was taken under

Tire with A/l and 3/A, They returned fire with M~60,
M~26 and S/A for 2 NVA XJA., At 1630H, I/3/9, vic
XD 852593, rfound § well constructed bunlers, 2 with

blood on them and 1 with 3 VA KTA,

CP,P,t,Ii/2/9 helilifted to VCB at 0830H., At 09LOMH,
1/9's commanding officer was NBCE with the X0 taking
camand of the battalion. At 1900H, A/1/9, viec XD
912512, made contact with unknown size NVA unit resulting

in 3 _USMC XIA and 6 USHMC WIAL.

At 1715E. A/1/9, vic XD 903636, found 1 NVA XIA.

At OT0CH, 3/9 helilift to VCB with X/3/9 moving into FSB

WINCIESTER (FSBW) for security for artilléry battery:
Chopned FSBW security to 9th Mar ot 0900H., At 0900H,
cartmericod helilift orf 2/26, Chopped 2/26 to 3d Mar at
11003, At O945H, 9th Mar B Command Group was lifted
from FSBY to VCB, At 1200H, 9th Mar assumed OPCON of

2/9. C/1/9 vic ID 880640 received approximately 25 82mm

nortor rounds, Called artillery mission on XD 8656l3,"

Resultss 1 USNC WIANE, At 1415H, assumed OPCON 37/L{~).

At 1500H, 2/1/9 vie XD 903637 observed

3l H¥A running

to SW, Called artillery miscsion, Resultsg 6 NVA XIA,

At 1900H, A/1/9 received approximately

25 82m moftar

rowds from XD 911642 and heard movement viec XD 901638,

Returnod fire with 1l mortars and artillery. Results?

N

6 USMC IBCE, 1 WIAE,™

At OBOOH, 4/1/9 heliliftod from their present position
to Battalion Objective 2, completed at 0920H.

At 0930H, 1/9 vic XD 8776l2 found 5 bunkers and 1 §2m
nortar pit with 20 82mm mortar rounds alrezdy destroyed

by artillexy firo.

A/1/9 arrived at ‘Regt Objective B at 1300H with negative

<

ocncny reeistance. Ono planc LZ completed at that

position by 1800H and nmied CATALINA,

CP with 1/9(w=)

holilift from landing zone ARK vic D 883638 to IZ

BEAVER vic XD 862645, Copletod 1725H.
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At 1500H, A/1/9 vie XD uSOé)té found trail running ocast
to wost not rosently uscd, 1 heoad (defecator). 1 bottle
whi%o 9531;, ij)o) with.JJP on piils. At L630H, D/L/9
lifted from prosunt poeitieon to .CUL "Va 1loy, Life
colu‘a'!otcd 2t 1 7‘ 15 .

Lt 09.:0}1; 1/9 vie XD (o((lo9 roported a heliccpter taking
S/L £iros "’mJ couantored TTl‘Lh 1mm morters and artillery-
A% 1100H, 2/3(=) began 1if into 1/9%s positio and 1/9
bogarn “ho mi‘urn ,’L“F_:E‘{: %o V(‘B. :

At CTASHE, G/2/3, holilifted into 1/9 ard B,C/1/9
commoneod 1ift intns V6B, Tho 1Lt was complotod at
09hsd, AL name DTG 272 was choppoed to 34 Mar. At 11,00,
A/l/9, ucrorthd VCB Foxr THON SON LiMe Thoy arrived at
15000 and chop‘r)od to 33 Morinos,
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10, Rosults.

2%

b,

N
Sy

‘Pricndly Losscs.

65 USMC KiA

378 USMC WIAD

L5 USMC WIANE

Lugny Loasos,

{1) Porsonncl,

(2) 701 mVA ITA
(b} 5 NVA POV

(2) Hoapons.

(a) 529 IWC
(b} 27 CSWC

(3) Equipmont/munitions/strudtures cepturcd/destroyod.

" 3,204 bunkors
.21,538 mortor rounds
3,636 RPG rounds
13,310 RR rownds
;876 minecs
112,917 grenodes
1,429,838 smrll orms rounds
"1LOT7 rockots
25,053 oxplosive (1ba)

DR HOo 0 oo
Tl Vel e B e BN PP P _p
=

-
@
-~

() Foodstuffs copturod/dostroyed,

(a) 65,235 1bs rico
(b) 11,811 1bs salt

(5) Modicol supplioss

(a) . 500 ponicillin, bottlos
(b) lig strcptomycin, bottles
(¢) 2 vitamin, viels

110 novocine; cmpulos

170 mnorphino, vials

: - 9 othor, bottlos
305,000 guazc bandagos

13
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(6) Misccllonoous.

o) 2l7 utilitics, sots

(b) 201 swont shirts

{e) 301 bolts

fd 00 octhor riflo slings
(£} 155 - packs

‘ig ' blankots

h) 3

gas mosks

11, Adni nistratﬁ.vo mattors.

a. Cortwunicationss

(1) Conorsl. The 9th Marines Regimental Communication: . -
Platoon aotively supported the roginental hecadquartors during
Oporatict LANCASTER TROUSDAIE ond LANCASTER TROUSDLLE NORTH,
FM radlo and wiroe/radieo rolay systoms woro oxtensivoly utilized
throughout tho oporctions, During this poriod tho 9th Marincs
Cormunicatlons Platoon supportod a forward CP ot FSB WINCHESTER,
o roar at VANDEGRIFT COMBLT BASE (VCB), ond a roar at DONG HA
COMBAT BASEq _

- (2) Communications Contor. During the latter part of

August end throughout Seoptember snd the first weelt of October,
the 9th Merines Communications Platoon omntinued to maintain a
cormunications center at VCB., Task Force ZOTEL continued to
guard for the 9th Marines on the teleiype circult from 34 Mar
Dive Gth Marines provided for supvlemental administrative-
message treffiie as TF HOTEL recceived only tactical trafrfic,
Due to the establishment of a forward CP at FSB WINCHESTER, it
was nocessayy to extond the courler service from DONG HA to
accomodate FSB UINCHESTER,

An exclusion’'srea was c¢onstructed in tho C0C, at VCB, on 22
Septombor 1968, A socure telctype circult wes established
botwoon. 9th Marines COC .at VCB and thé 34 Mar Div COC at DONG
T4, utilizing a channcl on the AN/TRC~97, Most downtimé on the
toletypo circult has beon duo to a doficioncy in the KWe7,

Total messego traffic during the oporational period amountod
to two thouseand sevon hundred and ten (2,710) incoming mossagos
or.l two hundred and fifty=tw- (252) outgoing messagese

T i, -

- {3):Wire., During thc poriod of late August through
tho cnd-of Soptembor, tho 9th Marinos Cormmunications Platoon
continmcd toimaintain an $B-86 switchboard at DONG HA COMBAT
TASE and two SBe22 switohboards at VCB, Trunk lines havo boon
in ‘conatant useo to TF HOIEL, lst Bn, 9th Morinos and 3d Engincer
Bn < .
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A fivo pair cablc of WD-1/TT wire was installod from 9th Marinos
position at VOB to SIGNAL  Hill, Two pair of these lines are
used for radio relay which permits communications between 9th
Marines at VCB and 3d Morines at Camp CARROLL vwia THON SON LAM.

On 16 September the 9th Marines Regimental Headguartors
displaced forward to F'SB WINCHESTER., Upon arrivel at FSB
VINCIESTLR on SB=22 switchboard was instelled along with
several locols and hot linos, This wire systom was then linkoed
up to tho rodio relay installetion at PSB WINCHESTER, thus
forming on integreotod wiro/radio rolay aystom,

Upon displacement back to VCB, 2ll oxisting wiro linos at .
FSB WINCIESTLR wore romoved md dostroyod by the wirc porsonnol.
Upon arrivel at VOB a completoly now sot of wiro lines woro
installod in ordor to pccorcdcte increased domands,

(4) Radio, TFM radio communications during the
oporatiorial poriod proved to bc highly officiont and oxtromoly
rolinblo. Trom 27 Aug 68 to 16 Scptombor 68 the rogimont usod
the FM radiocs at VCB tc control the battalions in the field,

On 15 Soptombor 68 cn cdvanco party was sont to FSB WINCHZSTER
(FSBW) to ostoblish a forward CP, Two tactical nots and onc
TACP not woro activatod by the advonce party to insure that
camunicotionis would be continuous throughout the command peut
displacoment,  On 16 Septombor 68 the CO!'s group and XOts
group arrived, To furthor facilitiatc the control of sixz (6)
OPCCN battalions, an additioneal tactical not was estoblishod,
This additional not gavo the commending officor thrco (3)
tactical nots with two (2) battalions on coech nct, In addition,
threo (3) DY-38!s and AN/PRC~77!'s worc always availablc,
ocnabling tho Regimontol Commander to talk in ciphor Wi th his
battalion comondors,

e

The radio scetion opeorcted under £icld combat conditions,
All radios woro watorproofod ond dug in to protcet thom from
adverso wéather and possiblo attack Trom onany mortars gnd
artillory.

_On 1 October the CP at FSBW displaced to VCB, Communications
(FM radio) remained continuous throughout the displacememt, An
‘austere cormend group was then readied for a night helilift

into the DELTA~5 (MAI LOC) area for cordon and search operations.
Communications for this 1lift was M radio, Communications worc
continuous and reliability was excellent,

On 5 October frequencies and call signs were changed; Sever£1
problems were encountered during the frequency change, The
major problem area was frequency override,
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(5) Radio Relay, Radio rolay communications romainod
satisfaoctory throughout the opcrations. 3everal tost shots
woro made hetwoen Camp CARROLL, DOIC HA, and QUANG TRI., Thoso
shots Ppioved to bo highly satisfactory. During the first weeok
of Sonteomber a rclay shot 'was cstioblished from SICITAL EZILL to
the 9th Marines CP at VCB, This circult was unique in the
toctical commugications busincss as we rométed our rogimontol
toctical rodio nots off of the Al/TRC-27's. This was accomplishe-
by runiiing wirc linos Trom the rcmoto unit in the COC to~tho
N7 /TRCA27 wiich was 2ocdtod noxt to Tho €OC.  The rodls sizgnal wa:
thoen pleled up by tho RE-292 on Sl@ﬁgLvHILL cnd poloyed ovor enc

norcholie xerlcdetor to the refleocting cntenna next to the COC,

On 15 Septcmber a rclay team wes dispatched to FSDW with -
the advance narty to cstoblish o radio rolay shot (all/TRC-27)
betwoon FUBW and THOX SO LiM. Once nstallod, tho 9th Marines
wore then allocated two channels on the MRC~62 relay shot to
3d Marincs at Camp CARROLL, To offoct this ahot a strap over
wos accomplished botween the AH/TRC-27 at THO: SO0T LA and tac
A /LRC-62. This cnablcd 9th Marines ot FSBW to contact 3d
Marin.s switehboards Bveontually o rcelay shot was cstobliched
which gave us o dircet lino into TI HOTEL. ‘

On 1 October 68, tho rorimcutal CP displaced to VCBe At This
tinc the radio rolay shot from IFSBY to TIHOH 30 LAM weas
discondinucd ond the Felay tcam was scnt back to VOB, The
AN /TRC=27 shot botwenn TUO7T SO Liil-and VIB, SIGHAL HILL,is
still intoct olong with the AH/TRC=27 shot fram SIGNAL HILL
to thc communications bunkor.

De §U"O‘Ol"7= .

(1) Discussion.

(a) Tho ccéuinistrative plan was considorod

- adoquate for thc opcration, In complionce with a TF HOTEL
diroctive, a Regimental S<li roprescentiotivo and Sel. roproson-
totivos from the OPCOI Battclions were located at tho VCB LOC,
The succcss in the control and supcrvision of rcsupply
anccomplished during this oporation was a direct result of tho
liaison cstoblished at this control pointe During thoe carly
part of the opcration, rcsupply was scvcroly curtalled by tho
untincly arrival of typhoon BLATIIT.
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Tho high winds and accompaning roins. causcd the cancollation of
011 rosupplys As the operation progrossod, Long Ronge Pctrol
Rotions wore usod to assist battalions ovor subsoquont poriods
of bad woathore B ‘ ' :

DECLASSIFIED
SECRET -

: , (b)’vAll resupply during this 6poration was
accomplishod by air, _ : - ' o

_ " {¢) No significont mointoncneo probloms were
oncountorcd, : .

’ {d) Transportation was provided to tho Rogimon1
by 1st PLt, A Co, 3d MT Battelion,

‘(0} Casualtios wore first troated by attoched

 Newel porsonnol, ~“Evacuntion from the fiold was to D Coy 34"

Modical Battaliom, QUANG TRI, cond from bhoro to highor hoade
quartorse ' '

(£) Orgonic medicel facilitios within Hoode
quartors Compony ct the forward CP woas adequate for handling
daily routinec sick call.

S . (g) Extcnsive uso was madc of hdlicoptor
transportablo bulldozors in the crcation of Firo Support Boscs
(FSB) IEJEUNE,. BLACK, SANDY ond WTIICHESTER., Tho uso of thoso
troctors cnabled thoso FSBst! to bo built more quiclkly and
officently than by hond. :

125' Spocial Equipmont and Tochnigucs, -

.3

" Tho operation introduccd the cffoctive and sucoecssful usc
of tho Cpso 450 holicoptor tronsportcble traector. The tractor
wes invelucblo for rapid construction of FSBst. In addition,
comunicotions innovatidns cs noted nbove served to improve
operations considerobly, :
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11, Commandors Analysis,

The LANCASTER II TROUSDAIZ and TROUSDAIE NORTH operation
was one of tho most successful oporations of its kind in the
wop to date. Tho 9th Morine Rogiment (Roin) conducted
sustained overations in what was proviously considored an
impenotrablo sanctuary in tho donso jungle covorod mountains
of northwost QUANG TRI Provinco and tho wostorn DMZ aroa.
Combat forcos woro insorted, and sustaincd at heights abovo
3500 foot, by holicoptor, Tho onory was constantly ongaged
ond doalt an ovorwholming dofcat both in tho loss of porsonncl
ond supplics, as cvidcnced by the rosults shown throughout
this roport. It is ostimatod that tho-320th NVA Division,
specifioslly tho L,8th and 52nd Rogiments, hes beon roduced to
combat inoffoctiveness,
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