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UNCLASSlFIE Pi~T I: ORGANIZATIOUAL DATA 

1. Reporting Unit. 1st Batta1ionp 9th Marines. 

2. kcatwns of Command Post. 010001H June 1966 to JOmOOH June 1~66:. 
Vicinity Hill i¥55, DANANG TAOR, C¢ordinates(lLT 966617). 

J. Period Covered by Report_ 1-30 June 1966. 

4. £smmandin~ Of;t:icer .and StS!ff 

. Commanding Officer 
&:acutive Officer 
S-l (1-7 Jun) 

(8-30 Jun) 

Lt Col JON'~ 
¥!S.j MY 
2dL t JEREl'iIl'.H 
2dLt PARKER 
lstLt KING 5-2 

S-3 
S-4 

Maj THATENHURST 
Capt CUTCOMB 

5. Principal Subordinate Units 

H&S Company 

Company 111'.:J 
Company n Bll 
Company :1 C': 

(1-27 Jun) 
(28-30 Jun) 

Capt KEYS 
Capt CUTCOMB 
Capt CHRISTY 

Company llD~ 

Capt SPLEAN 
Capt STONE 

(1-28 Jun) Capt HART 
(29-)0 Jun) Capt KEyS 

Company ~lK", 3d Bn, 9th Marines (OpCon 1/9 1-30 Jun) 
1st PIt, Company"BO;, 1st lImTrao En 
H&S Company (-), 1st JimTrac En 

Capt PAVWVSKIS 
2dLt SULLIVAN 
Capt THAME3 
1stLt CASt/jELL 4th PIt, Company uaC,j t 3d AT En 

3d PIt, Company n All t )d Tank En (Op Con Co lJ B') , 
Company i1}311 (.) (Rein), 3d Tank En 

3d Tank En) 2dLt Gt.RLAND 
Capt TUNGET 

4th PIt, Company ;1 C", 3d Engineer Bn 2d.Lt ARMSTRONG 

6. Command Structure. 1-30 June 1966, OpCon 9th Marines with responsibility 
for right flank sector of the 9th Marines zone o~ action. 

7.. Ay,era~e S:b.:ength for Month of JunE!. 

Officers USMC: 28 
Officers USN: 3 
Enlisted USMC: 829 
Enlisted USN g 55 
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1lNCLASSIP'U}Ji PART II L ~NE.ltO:k.gw.cEP3 OF QPER£4'IO~ 
pur-aNG REiPomJJ.~~ FERIO.Q" :""'~?\"rc',r-:-;:~~'''''' 

~_.,'""/:- ·· .. ·t~~~?"~"".·;· ' :',' " 

During the reporting period, the Battalion ·'I'laf?"";J.;!?sp.Rn~:\,b:1,~ f~pth!o! t~ght 
flank of the 9th Marines zone of action. This ~P,~~ri:;;;Qi;L.itY :l.n9:1.p.ded the 
occupation and dofense of tho assigned soctor fto~/!~ri~Ylilt~a.~k.;;I~epution 
of offensivo operations in tho assigned scctor;,.-~~~~9+~~~q~f~d;·~D.~~~~CO 
of a r?connaissa~ce notwork in _ ~~~"'. ~p'~~~04:';:-S8~9m ::p;t;~~~m~M~.~ ~~Q1t1fP 
off?ns~ve oporat~ons. beyOno,"t49:::~~~~fffi~,:~~~~~~.tiP;1fl:t~:~.:J~~,5:t PfJ;\~H~(4~ 
catJ.on programs.,;;~~ .. ~:t~':99~~:~;::~·J'l}?:~)~;9,_~~pn~~~il,J.ty J.s b9j,Qg.aQpompll:;;he:q-1JY-
m~ans ?!~e:~~a~+ql).:pa~z:9l:;~~;;~~~h, a,q:tri~t~,. and ;platoo11:?nc;i ~mpru;Y --, . 
sJ.z~~~~~r9A:l:l.l1d Ql(;!~r o.por~t~(me.'th.:t;9;\,1~Qut~ tho assJ:gned sC?qtor. Additiot')S.:p.y, 
deVQ~~pnteri.~, ~l::41l'pl'oyOmQnt ~f dafcm~i'vo posit~on~ 1'l.ss~gnQCl; ¥ithin~l1$'i1' ;?qA, ' 
haiV~90npro~ossingst98r~y. "Belc.::usq of tho Qapic m:l,~s~9~"f>OO;~~f~~~~~ 
contmuous emplo~1Iilont ofa~ qperat:i.ol13.l f~rees" 'tliJ.-R'i+q.m<}~,':t'l.'~~g P;t!f9~ 
.-Tas nocessarily limit¢ •. At. 97()800 J~e l~q~? ~l ~::~tw~f.:~:#;~ffi~":'AA~n~~~'~ 
LlEillRTY began with this Pe.tta.li9l')."~' ~;L partt~ip~.tigl.i.'::;~:rQQ'ri.f'l,9·:·" . " 
companios havo oporatocl on a full timci !basis s6~~h'Q:C;thQSQN,r;~' NGij;j:A' , 
since approximately 5 Juno. Two riflo companios oPb:~atd~'oo~1p~:ll;{;n~~~R~ 
tha SONG AI NG...'tffi\. Tho Ba.ttalion has conducted a closely contrqlloc.aridi; \ h' , 
coordinatocl, heavily supportod offensive operation" fill units ~;t'e involved.' 
in a deliberato, detailccl., systematic, and thoroug~ clearing ofve forcos 
and complete dostruotion of ve facilitios and b.fll.lc:(wC vn.thin ~o assigned 
ZOil.. Primary am.phasis was placod on tho area. 30U,t.J.: of the SONG ''AI NGHIA and 
north of tho SONG THU roN. lhe operation 'tvas ~Gl1duc:'od as a conventional 
linear type attack of all forward units with e::J.:J~C(~:r:.t units coordinating to 
push the frontline forc.zard from Phase Line EGUS (zDe supporting doc:rument, 
~~F9.F.&~:err_.5-66), 1,dth complete demolition e.nd destruction of' all actual 
or po'¥:entul. VC tactical locales. Phase Line AT:1BER was cross~ on 17 June 
1966, and Phase Li.n,~t;rRf¥~ (:W,;:fI.J:;~so.:ri3p.;$f3d-",~,.lf,;~b.~~~::J.966 .. ' Upon reaching 
Phase Line GREEN ff~~'t"S::::-apinm-eWPOO::"l'c9'i¥S'(P1~a~eioir.:.t'df respective zones, 
and. continued deliberate c:t~~ro1>~i'a:1t:t~~*~lnpanies not in' the forward 

~M':[r~~c~'~~~~~~~~'hrtJ{~~\&r1~~~~:~~~~fjf,fi~~~m~~f'P?kS. :fih'e1'e o"'W~cM""" ".:.";3~'C .. "'''' "~"1'C~' .~!L~0!'''t.~-;''t-~' :1;.,5 )O_'~,-·;)·l.t··" ·r·~·---:c.?"'n 
O r< .,.~- ,.,n~o'~ Y",. e(ar .. ~,. al;'e,~p ,w;J.,.!-l, IO~ ;~Qn~ot-:~~_~o f..P"'I p,r.9PilJ.'a" <?;f?11" PI" •• 0 ,'c .. Ip.:J,. g m,6h"soor.c sea:sori··I;~asfu·"~ .~:- :~~+(j, smt.ta).'ib}i" 9t .1 Ma -:';.' e:iwa~.J.una· r·o¥;""~li°.Lof 
%hti1i£ttllio~!~trth~n~'!"t!!o >asP%ll)1.hb)etvt'rtnf~cHgd(mhc{~!lli-~')~1''&iCll 
"''' " :r'''''ot1r'''l-:sc'~''"' 'lr,·~QllA,em.an:l "'r-" ''''''1''''1··frGJ?f.?(·c·'-r-~g ,D~(.,,)c·r~'§\.~o"l ~'o o"'c'CLi-110 ~,.J -L ~h ~-~ '-' gn: .... Q ~-c Oc.:t._ .• L,~ - ' ....... 075J: .... l\.. ...... ,.1 T..n c. ~-.!.~: .~; . -i-:' :. ,_;,_ll . .:J; L __ :~.' ;,')'i. . .J.i: 1:1. '.2 1".J.. .i.. v ."- J .. l"t1 

cfffG11lJ?~, 8}SCl~a ti.-:::~".:: ~j':;:~,'o:~'~i t.h~r>,~':S:",~;:Y::" :~:~~~;O~.: ~~::l<~' :1"::, :11I)p.:n;-. o~' ",;)~:ir~-
ce~tj.oJ'~ pra0~j:'/,,~·,.~; as d.ir·o~tl,)(;'. ....\_.).~") n" >""v~')\..';."I.:<l ..• J.l.i.tJI .J.. .... 1 OC~dg 2 .. CC,J ... I1.pl.J..v ... l.....:1 •• -l 0,: 

In·~r!.:·H:1 t')f sa.'c,UT-at:t,)t: ·pel t:rol a.YK~ ar!lb1..,lsl: .~J.(rti\rit~y 'I aJ'::fl pl.~t ... 00~:1 n1'l(l CO:·:,l}J~~.n~,i 

siz() ~:;.~e.rc11 :~\jl(~, C~~Of:~1' opnr .. ~i.tions tr .. J:"'(YLtJ!,l:'.ou.t th(~ ::l.s~;i~)··,n,J. socto r. j'~.(l(lj:t,iorla.lly ~ 
eJc:!vtJlop;ncni:. 2-~~1(~. ~_.7~P·C(1vc';Ia~;nt of (L'}fc;rl~ji'vc pcs·l.·l: .. io~:~s ··~;~:~.~i..;rc::)(1 ~;D.thjj1 i:.h.c; ZC;\ 
h2'~5 bOQ}1 prr)g:rc;5si:'lg btl~:::.~(lily·. BCCJ.1.H3'.) of t)~(; 1)c'~.3t:; :~·:.1 .. ;S5io11 O.2-~(i. t.he t"IZilost 

(:OI:~t.j_l'lUOUS (·;r,li.:p1~y.:·"<:.c~:t .. or ,~11 OT):)1.""at:Lor~.8.1 rO!'~~<~S ~ t:.:,,') f·Jl~:ncJ .. tr~.:i~1i;.1~?~ c~ffort. 
-:·;-as 1:>~.)coss.~-t:.r711:~ Jj.xt .. 1·~:.c:r~_. ~·l.t O?OSOC \J:'lYl~~ 19 15:)9 ~}J. ~,'· .. ,,-;':.::::.:L./10 j)iv'i:::!iol1 ()])orat:'Lo:n 
LI~:?~~1T'Y 1)cg/~~~. t.·:L~':~~~ t:1:1.5 Eatt~lior<, i:';. f1.1J.l p0.1~~.~:l:::.·~.1·~'~~';J'~"~Y~'1 :'h}"oo ri:flG 
C()Yil~:.)atlios ho.v;.") opr.;J:·'(rtcc'l. 011 (!. ful~ tir.l(; ()a~j_c; 001.:r~I·~. ~~.',_·L" '!).i.C SOl·~(;( J~.: ~,jG~~~J:..a ..... 
t.·-~ '''i''',-\ ~..,.." 1"'-· .. ,....!.··-· .... + ...... 1~ ... ~ -"'1.'~ T',o "'''fl-'' ~ ,~····· ....... l "''; .-,r;: (i..ii.;:., .. ".~.~ (' b·· .... c-; en "ll""(.- ''''C:r~·1.1-: of 
.. ~~ .... .J ! ...... (~ ,~~<J) .. ! .. · .. ::~i~~::J--.i_ .. j ::, v '_"-:..:(.~. . ~~.r .l..&..._ C C( .•. ,.\;.":~~ l.--".--;w wDW$' c. ....... _ ....... ¥:'-.> "': j ll.-; 
t11.') ,,,:.l'l'.:i..x ,t .. I ~:~~ ... +\ . .:.ti..41 'l.'.nc :3?t't:J..l~O~'1 r·'~r .. s corKl1Jct .. ~x~. :. C-L:_<:;~;~.I~fFt§R1:.r~).LJ..(".)'> r,,~;"';~:~ 
c()Cr ... ~,il·l~:.~~~O(~.9 b.t)avj_~ .. ;'/ S\4i::~~)Grtc:;d (:'ffGl'l[~ivo Orl(::J>';-tj: .. :L(..~y::" ,.:\:i_l 't'lYl'its ,~l~O ir,,~.!~~)lvc(l 

in :], i!.cl:l.l)cratu, I~lot.a:llci~.s sy'stC};'latj,.c., .:1!1C1 t:'·~.:·;'j"(J:. c~l~·.-·;.;l,r:il:.g of "t..[C fOI'~'::):3 

,:\nd crJ,:r[',lctc ck5tl"1.:C"':;:i.:)11 of VC f~,cili.ti()s il:":' J ":"·.~~,'/.Ttt!!:rWr .:lss:j.:'}yd 
~LCl."G PrJ.rr.9.r~t (2~T9}U1Sis ~;'Tas pl:lcu(l en:.. t~.tl,~ :':lJ~C<.'. :->:~.~; ~'" .. , .~ , ..... ,~ ....... , .... ,i1_ :~:'GI:~'l. (:;"~fld 
ri,)y:l:.,h. of the .'::;C'NG TEu EON. TrLO cl>_"'r~'.tJ.or'. ~Jz..::'~ ~:."J1'i::.;.(_:~ ... ·_,{:t ·~,S .r~ eOl1\ro!·\t~io~'1~11 
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19.:.;'Ei.~~Supp6K :ans1:Firo"·.support·.··t!ooif\:rnatiop.;·! Afitillory,wa's"OziiployM 
on'targots:"Of"opportunity, :in prcparationfoi- tho at.ta·ck: and soizuro of 
cOmpany sizo objoctivos, on kl'iown enemy minofie1c1s, on 'Countor-mortar 

. battorypbdtions,arp in tho .restrIction' of enemy. movement' at night tihrough 
harassment and interdiction f:i,ros. On-call, defensive fi"r<is wore provided 

'. oach'linit,J:x)th~;in static :ancVmoyirig,situations, 'arid :rGgl.stration of .thsso 
Corigontra:ti(m~ was. ~trossGd. . . 

a~: Artillery fit-cd 113 actual fire missions 'during tho' reporting pcriod 
aw. ropoivOCl croc1.it:'for· 28 VC, KIA'by'oodY cO'Q,nt; and 8 VC KIA probable. 
AJ:rtillory "was. also ,', crcdi tad W:i.-:th destroying appro::d1natoly 21 stono buildings 
and had'soyen ,occasionswhore':soconc1arycxplosions were obsorvod after a firo 
mission.:' , ',': " . 

,b~8:J.Jmn~ortar.fil:? . s:UPP°rt , was provic1od each company size maneuver 
uriit.,~ EaCh ciompany'was assigricda: section'o!' 81~ s' !orthopurpoS0 of firing 
H&Iv s <or'any,.combat,l'mission roquir.ed. ' 

.: . i - . ,- '.~ .".. '. . 
, ;, ,. ~ 

11.·Lo~tics.·:"~g'the roportingporiod" .combined logistics continued 
to .booxtensiyo •.. Sevonty-ono tons. of'oquipmcnt and supplies were dolivored 
by, .. aill .. and',17,'tons of ·cqm.pI!1~mt ,a.nd, suppl:j..esworo delivorod via surface 
modes to field based UXLtts 4 Seventoen bunkorsworoconstruct~l on Hill t-55 
during·thoroporiing:!poriod.; CGnstruciion. on a now main supply 'routo~ w.Llich 
Whon· 6omp16t~1yri.ll span tho 1. 3/lj.'mi1csfrom Hill '1155tQ Highway #14 in t..~o ' 
~19 ZOA; :';-ms>corinnoncCd and.:is half completed at , this' time. 
, '. 

12;; :lli Dof?nse •• ~othing significant. 
~!·'~l~tP"f~:-<~;~··:,,:1~;".i :-, . , , . . ',.. 
rJ~"'];:QiliPat'Air SUP!l6rt~ .Air support .~s.,usod by this cbrmnimd du$g tho 
:r.pport.~g:P,qf'*Qfli il'l~PU:EP8~: ~f. ,g]J.;oUr,S:t ~~;>.~ l !,4 to~~J,.., 9;t'" !-~~,,9<?mpa,-t:.~~(~~ios 
o f~ fiXeel"'wfrt ';'\';rero"f'lown"'on':"l1i ';Junc';'and '1:2. 66niba. t 'sorti~s'" of 'f~ocl'win'" . 

~~~~~t~~1~~;~~'~~3;~~~~~~tf!:~~V~~p;~clg. P. 
lXirii15if" sffieen~"f:lve"'incl1 "zuni. rockets am.~"a 'roX:imatel'" seven hundred': roUnds 
RijCi;i';'~~:t'~iif~E,;·2gtifi~li~p~·''-¥terk:'ii~6Sl" o'~~ ~WPY:'q'~~SlQ'~~ '·~~$~$£ft~~~~n.iF~t¥~·', 
99Y"E!r;·~±t9.r~t'~s ;A!?-dJii()~~1~·9s.";" On '18'> June,' rive t'}t';'KEo~·,·tvcr'a' 'us cd'" as L stHko 
aircra,h'Tirmg'.f6rlY';;'tt.ro2; 75 i..'1c...'1t rockets. Ail"borne observers in O1-E~ s 
vioro:,useq.'i,.e:d:.?P~~v.911y;, for-. <?o'\lX'~I ... ?:.J·~g"~~~~H?p:-,,aAq.JI.~;z:-s~pk~~,~rd,For ')' ,," . ",': 

rouno. 005 e "'~ati6n; ~~Rosu, 'L ~ of: thtl"ihcllVidl:iaT' rom' aiiies.·· was"'·ro:iT:i..ded bY" . g, ..... , '..-,', .. , .. ".,t:v ... ,.,.. 1 ,~,," , .. PP.Y , . ,,, ",,' ",,'" ,,,'c'" y '.'} p " '" ",',' p.".- ,",' ", . 
UH~Yr,os:and'CH.;.469s .oh':a"dail'oasis ... ·'·\' .... · "W'} '. '-' ,,' -.,,~ ',. ".~'v" 
.:1.1":'-':;,." ' .. "I~~>~'~~ ... - t'::':":;: :-'),:~'~ ·\~,:~· ..• ~'·:'-~_l •. ,:..."!" ..... ~>: .. ;.;)~.:: ':, ~ ... ~.::}~"!~ : ... ' ~.~:. ~7~" ~ .. ~. ~'· .. :.I.·:.~~.~.';.-..... ·l;.~t~ 
J¥~c\.~~·c¥:f' afla n?btk~ -s~poort~C'\·'N~}thing'::·,~i'~16a.rit~O ;:,':~. ::l"J\.~;:':;. v~ .. " -" 

15. , Chapl.@.in S~pnort. i' ' ~g .tho .. 11lor.1't,h, .. 9! ,lun.o ,-" 2l,:wgr.~hil?.' ~oryig<?s" '!N~re 
lte~ 'Wit~,::~ ~ot.~:J::~>~f'lJ. J2~'?tl .. in ; a.t;-e.?ni#-~c.~·.,- ~'HC?~tt~t~ ~s~ t~: 'v~~.r?: madE) ~ tel 
-~-~C~(.~Mad:"'arid NSA'~~'; ~Rcli;'ious" litorrithrc"w:3:s distributOCl to"' all' " 0'. ··'anio-s·.- '.' 
cath6i:U;~:&M·c~;ttcii>~ gholdoa:'cl{{';66k on Hill #55. camp 
,~ . . ~. ". , 
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'PART III: SWQ~-1ISTING OF 

SIGlIJ1:}'IClu.,lT ,EVE.i.YrS 

I. Personnel •. Detailed personnel data is contained in the S-l journal 
·submitt~~s a sl~porting document. 'This Battalion had a slight decrease 
1..'1 strengf.'Fi~dilrj..J."lg this period. During this period there were no officers 
and 30 ~mlisted Marines KIA and 5 officere and 141' enlisted t;ID\... This 
Battalion rotated 4 officers and 42 enlisted fiB-rines to CONUS, and 1 officer 
and 69 enlisted l'Larino transfel'roo by Service Record. Replacements of 2 
officers and 120 enlisted Marines were received. Sixty-three Marines were 

,.afi'OTdErl, thd 'opporttm!ty, to ~ . 

a. Eight Navy replacements receivod, l2 wero lost duo to transfers. 
Five Navy personnel wore affordcd.opport~ity for R~o ',During the period 
thoro woro no Navy onlis"bod KIA and lOiiJIA. . 

2. Administration. Nothing significant. 

a. Psychological Warfar!;} ,i 

(1) The general themo for tho month of Juno was to explain th0 
U, S. rolo in tho wa;r f al1d to oxp1ain tho now offonsive polioy adopted. by tho 
3d tt~rine Division. The thorne vms expounded by tho following moans ~ 

, , ' . ~' 
(a) Tho I Cbrps 1st Psy-Ops field detachment aU:.dio. toom conducted 

operations from Hili i~55 using tho soUnd ·systOm to ,broadcast propaganda to the 
villagers. 

propasanda .. 

" , 
, ' ... 

(b) Tho regimental sound system '\Vas also used to broadcast 
employing, the battal~ and regim.<mtal intArprGte.rs. 

~:r.uSlJ'I~ sTaTiSlIT],r, 
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(0) .. Leaflet drops wbre ~.do in support of the, June thom.o. 
However, mAny of the loaflots requested to support tho theme woro not 
deliverod by highor h6atl~uartors. ' . 

(d) -Faco-to-face persuasion and lOilnot distribution was con­
ductod by the companies in tho field. This 'tvaS hindered. by a. lack of 
qualified intorpreters. 

b. Special Operations. None. 

c. &lnlo:Jl,110nt of AN/TPS-21, SID/ISO. Infrared Sighting Deyi£op .;mS 
Night Observation Device 

... 

," :. " ','J ~>(J{.)'ANlTPS-21!,:, The,ba.tta_lionch~s.:only.onQ,iW!TJ?S~?:t.~cl it was 
'. )l .. _~ ·emplbyOCl.:~~iil~ re~s e~d··riXi;,~the :Bat tali6ri:' I:CP:e',;, .'!' ;'t.~. ':' r ~~~' fi~l"f~' .~'':'~ r.-;: ~'=·ro.; ~ r7n 

,::.' ~'\'"" -: • ': J(4) isrD/L50. :, ~~), _ba.t~l~on~ ,utili~~ ';~~'~~/150~;~~~Z:[~~ tho mon_ 
, ,'" ., ~ol';~lJ1ti'lbjr'F;"Xeri~~'t.Te'(cG;r$l!P.'11:dY-.P4:,J)Y:;Fhojmlc,::cOmpa:rifes Jorr, their CP perimeters and 

tVJenty w~r;'h~lci~ih 'b~t:talf~n' r~~'e~~~';(·1~~r(xHft~'bt!sft.w"er~3"rii1:dbS(d\iH.ngthe 
~9P()rt.~n.g~ :poriod. 

L: •... '.~:' _: .. :I,.~~I. ;1 ... ,_· ... ' 

(3) In!r.ared Sighting Device. Fifteen sniper-scopes were on hand 
in the battalion during June, but they wore not used until 16 Juno when the 
battalion obtained the elcctro-lyte needed to charge tho batt-erie's. 'For the 
remaining part;. of the month, fivo were usod by the rifle companies and ten 
wore hold in battalion resorve. 

(4) Night Obsorvation Device. Tho Night Observation Device was 
returned to tho battalion from, division on 5 June and was employed on tho 
battalion perimeter until 7 Juno when it bocamo unserviceablo duo to the 
lack of morcury batteries which·aro.unavailable in VIETNAM. No contacts 
.-Toro made during tho two days of employment. 

4. Ir2.in:tng~ ill units received p~riodic instruction concerning tho misln 
and role of U.S. Forces in tho Republic of VIETNAM, the rules of engagement, 
and troatment of prisonors. Additionally, continuous on-the-job training was 
conducted for all ranks and Mose s.- 'TWenty onlisted man attended tho VC MinGS 

and fuoby Trap Courso at the)d Engineer Battalion. One enlisted man attendod 
a 10 day courso of instruction 'on tho Chemical Mine Detector at .FlSG, DANANG 
Air Base, RVN. Ono enlisted man attendod a 15 day course of instruction in 
'Basic Infantry'Wcapons Repair in OKINAWA. 

,5. S,pQ.cia.J. Operations. Nothing signi£icant. ,". 
. . -, 

" :.... " ~. ... .. . 
6~ NlJ,clear.' BiologiSaL am' ~cii ~iari:?rQ~ Notbings1gro.£i.cant. 

7. Cbmlnand and- ConttQ\. Nothing 5i~cant.~, . 

9~"'J'~~~'" ;~a~~~! ~~~~:g~"~~~~~::t·~:,:·,'·" -,·,'''"n:';,~, ~. >,'. "'!' v' 
. ',- --.' 

.'~Q,&~ 
\lBC~'''' 

~ " . 

.L .·.~;rr.'_::~j~~:~:.-: '1 ~~. 
~-.I! : u ~:1 ~:~. -, 2 •••• sITii'.T U:.': 
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HEAn')UAPTEP,S 

1st Battalion, 9th Harines 
3d l:larine Division (Rein), FHF 

FPO San Francisco 96602 

CONFF'OOIAL 

From: Commanding Officer' 
To~ Commaxming Officer, 9th Marines (Attn: 3-3) 

Subj: Comm_and Chronology: 1-31 July 1966 

Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2 
(b) DivO 5750.1 
(c) RegtO 5750.1 

Enel: (1) Command Chronology: 1-31 July 1966 

3/JCH/tjl 
05750 

1. In accordance vath references (a) through (c), enclosure (1) is, 
submitted herewith. 
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1st Batta1ion~ 9th Narines 

3d Harine Division (Rein), FHF 
FrO ,San Francisco 96602 

COMI1AND CI-ffiONOLOGY 
1-31 JUlY 1966 

PART I: OECiJHZATIONAL DATA 

3/JCW/tj1 
05750 

PART II: GENEP,AL CONCEPI' OF OPERATIONS DURING REPORTING PERIOD 

e PART III: 3T'U~,JTIAL 1,I,STnm OF SIGllIFICANT EVENTS 

';IF->; ~"'ART IV: SUPPORTING DOClR'IE1\!TS 
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PAnT I: ORGANEA'l'IONAL- !IATA 

L Eenorting Unit. 1st Battalion, 9th l:arines 

2. J~ocation of Cormnand Post. OlOOGIH JuliT 1966 to 312400H July 1966. 
Vicinity Hill </55, D:UJ:.lJG T;WR, Coordinate~ (AT 966617). 

3. Period covered by report. 1-31 July 196{. 

4. Commanding Officer and staff. 

Cormnandinp' Officer 
F.~ecutive Officer 
,5-1 
,S-? 
3-3 
8-4 

H & S Compan;'T (1-15 July) 
(16-31 Ju1 'r) 

------

Co-:npany 11 A II 
ComDan'T 1!RII 

Company lien 

(OpeOH 2d En 9th }Tar 20-31 July 1966) 

(1-15 July) 
(16-31 July) 

ComDanv 11'111 

II "8,· S Compc.ny (-) 1st AI'iTPAC Bn 
1st Plt, CO"'1-pan:r 1113", 1st A;~r~FAC Bn 
2d PIt:; Conpany nCII; 3rd AT En 
2d F'lt, Company 1111. 11 , 3rd tl'Am~ Bn (OPCOH Company liBIl 

Jre. 'TAnK En) 
1st DU,; Compan~T IIBII; 3rd TANK Bn 
4th F'lt, Company "CII, 3rd mJe'E En 

LtCol JONES 
Haj DAY 
2dl:t PAFK:&1 
lstU KING 
1-Taj THATf1-1H1.JRSI' 
Capt CUTCONB 

Capt CUTC01,m 
Capt STOlJE 
Capt VONT-rARTEN 
Capt SPJEAN 
Capt STONE 
1st Lt COlHTi:::11 
Capt Fl!-;YS 
Capt THAI'33 
2dlt EJU1LIVAlIJ 
2dLt HOOF 
2dU GAnU-tiJD 

2dLt HAGlE 
2dLt 1:.:tLSTE.C!NG 

6. ComlCland ~l'ucture. 1-31 July 1966, OpCon 9th l'larines with res')onsibility 
for right flank sector of the 9th ]-'[arines 2,0118 of action. 

7. Averape ,')trenrth for Vonth of July. 

Officers UC~J.~C: 

Officers U::~N: 
~nlisted U;)]'1C; 
l"nlisted USN: 

':)') 
..;./ 

2 
927 

49 

DECLASSIFIED 



~ . 

, _._-- _ ......... _ ... --

DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
II: GENERAL CONCEPI' OF OPERi~TIONS 

DURING m:fPORTING "PERIOD 

Du:ring the reporting period, the Battalion "m.s responsible for the right 
flank of the 9th ~·tA.rine8 201\.. This resDonsibility includec1 the occupation 
and defense and the denial of VC influence into the area; execution of 
offensive operations; est[~blish!Tlent and maintenance of a reconnaissance 
netvrork; to ;)lock the southern boundary of 1/9 20;.; nrovide security 
for engineer construction 1.1."'1its; provide security for bridp8s and water 
points; "1.L'..intain river traffic control points;. support of p2.cific9.tion 
nropraI'lS as 0.il'ected; rend provide one cOflpany as regiI'lcntal reserve. This 
resnorisibility is being <cccomplished by ne,\ns of platoon size setJ.rch 2.nd 
clecT operations and i\f1rrressive p0.trol and ar.1bush nctivity of platoon 
['.nd souad sbe, in D.h attempt to saturate the arer.. The continued development 
rnd i::t'1roveI'lent of seni-permanont positions nssi:::'Tled ,\Jithin the ZO!~ has 
been nrogressinr:; ste"dil)r. Because of the tactical mission and the alrrtost 
continous emn] o"l'TIent of all 0perational forces, the fomal trnlninr effort 
was necessarilv liBitec'. TJurinp: the period Oll-1500B to 31240011 CO!'l':x:mies 
"BII and n(;" naint2.:ined blockinc positions along the north bank of the ~)OrG , 
TEU BON in support of opera.tion It,.COP. This Battalion, learning the imDort: 
('[nee of tro.ch:ed veI:icles in (Jneration LIEE"TY, han reconned the·'Cna 'PHU 
BOF for a forc1inf? sHe prior to ()1)eration Ni,COlf. Then, on 7 8t S J:"11y, 
assu"1.ed responsibility ane' cover2d the tracked vehicle conv(J~r across the 
:JO~'TG· THU BO],>T for insertion into the n:,COt; operi'.tion area. Counbr fair 21 
~ras held. P.t IE SOlI 3 on 15 ,JuliT with elenents of the 51st L.RVH Ranger 
Pef!ir.J.ent. Eesults were considerec. hirhly sucessful. /',t 161600H Conp,my 
"G" relieved Comp[my IfhH c:..s battalioh/rePiMental reserve. Three rifle 
companies operated on a full time basis south of the :3orm iU NGHI1\. fr')J.:l. 
1 Julv to 20 July. TvTO rifle co:;J_p<nies, plus one plntoon fro!'l Irc,r cmpany 
onerate0 on a full tjT}(j basis frOB 20 July to ':lresent. Orle rifle compw.y 
0perated north of theSOHG AI PGRL'., All w1its are involved in a deliberate 
n.nd c1etdled clearing of VC forces and cODlPlete destruction 0f VC fQcilitj.8G 
0.nd influence wIthin the assi.ImGd ZOA. Emphasis W[LS Dlaced on cOI".plete 
oeI'lolition and destruction of all .'1.ctu.:l.l or potential \TC tactical-locp.les 
with prL"llarY 8T'1phasis on reruction of VC trenches, fortific8.tions, and 

" family brae hUIlkers. CO::1lDanV "/;.I! il1"aS chopped to Op-Con 2d B8tt;:tlion; 9th 
Harines and 8.sS1)J'1ed the duties of batto.lion defense 2.no BIll EI~GL}i; Company 
a.t 201000H. Close liaison is mo.intained vlith U,~ :irmv lidson officer and 

~---,J'LI LOC district chief !\t Di~I LOC. ;~ County Fa.ir-tvpe operr:.tion v.ras 
CO~(1ucted on 2506.001-] 'I-Jith one platoon each from B .. C,and D as cr.rclon force 
and hro plEtoons of DF trooDs as search elpncni:;. SLl1ce 041000H one platoon 
of HP and cne p12.toon of ?F have operated with tW0 forward companies. 
Tho:'T are rotdec to Dl,I LOC on [l '\'.rGekly basis. T~nese combined operations 
have nroven to bo VcJI",r nat.j.sf.qct"l-'.r. Company 'i!~n vms returned to our 
(in-Ccm 311000H. 
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PART In: sEQ!:i~]TIA:dI9TnlQ. 

OF SlGNIFlQAltL.3.Li;6E,s 

iled personnal data i.s :;c·l"1t",,:lned in the 8-1 JOl.lrn~l 
submlt;ced as a supporting document. Tn::'" &.tt.".JJon hr"lcl a sligrlt. ir,Cl:'oase 
in strength during this period. There 1J:I3Te 0 o:t'fiG<n'f> 2.nd ? $1"1.1j.8'ce:1 
Mar1nes KIA and 2 officers and 41 enlist,ed, 'vITAe 'This lli.Uia:~_:i.Qn ntated 
i} cZ'C'i.·Y,:r.s €.:'Jd 46 enlisted Marines to CCl'f0S 9 and 0 offic01'S and 35 0:1-
:':~.f:.rt,'~i~f >':o..~:~:': Yl0,~ trG.nsfG~J.'cd b~7 Ser~ltce Rocoro" Re,lacc."'n..9!lt,s of 10 officers 
d.~'1(l J.L,i-j r:.~·.0~l.i stt-X)~ lu:ta::}.:r ... 0~ 't.r0!"() :t'ocei\1'cd.o 3:l::c::':y"--:::::':.~1t3 l~1:,i~18S "i\i"3·1!';j(~ aff(J:r~:.Jd 
t·~-:o ~~·PP"~i:"~:.:;:t~J .. ·; .... y ·~o ~?:c:Ro 

a. 8.i.:;~ N;_~vy :::eplac8:ilorlt.s W0:::'C rocco'i'Jed and siz lost- QUO to t:re.n:::i·E~ro 
Throe Na'T.f personnel wore afforded tho opportunity fOl' R1R. D'J.l~i:'lg this 
pe~iod thore wore 1 officor and 4 onlistod Navy 'l~A. 

3.. :rT.'t&J1,.:j"E.gJ~~. During the month of' July, the Viet Cong ('..hoso mt t.o 
mako any solj.d:::ontact ,.lith tho Harin0s. Ratho:i.~ than engage 'U'SHC U.Y":.t.s 
in forco, thE> VC olocted to wait and attack targotsofopportul'l.ity 'Kithin 
the ZOA.,A fow. examplos of. this tactic are as follows ~ 

a. On 25 July 1966, tT,.JO men from 'lEn B9.ttory we.ndered alone into 
DUe lIT hamlet and wero ambushod and killed by the ve. 

b. On 25 July 1966,· a patrol from H&S Company was taken under f:i.re 
by a supErdor VC forco in the LE SON (J) area rosulting in one USHC I~IA. 

CO Small C1.nns hal"nssing incidents occurred most frequently in tho 
OP bleck:i.:1.g positions along tho SONG Th"U roN~ Most of th:i..s firo oj,"·:t[!,:'nated 
fr'om a-.:::ross tho ri vor. Significant harassing fire al.so occurred nol:cih of 
Hi1:::::--5 5~ :... .. " , . 

e d. Hining incidents wore qu.i.te frequent along Route 14 and Libert3r 
Road" Tho~~o :i.ncid.ont.s inyolvcid 'both .AP minos alo::1g thE'> side of tho );'oads 
a:lCl anti-vohido l1".ines on tho road itself 0 Severa.l VC equipment a.nd supply 
cachos WGro fo'O-,'1.u by Comi·.lny ~;:a:l on 7 July 1966e Nore than 300 conoussion 
grenac.es ~ind 18 claymore mines woro fOlmd buried beneath tho foundat~on of 
an a,bandc/lad hOU50. 1mother sig:c'lificant find was mado on 23 July 1966 
'WhG::1 the o~.gin00r road s~·roep fO'Jl1d over 10~ 000 roW'lcis of M-l ammo and 
5~OOO rounds of .30 calibor carbine alJlJ.ilO buried in a mud diko. 

o •. One rallior surrenc1.erod himsolf to tho Battalion on 1 July 1966. 
He was a mombor of the R20 Battalion now located to tho southwest of oU!' ZOA. 

, ........ 
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f. Psycho1l2dc,al ~iJar~Q.. Tho genoral themo for tho month of July 

was to explain the inevitablo defeat :)f tho VC end e.]?peal to tho VC to 
rally to tho GVN side. Tho theme i~as GXp01.md8d by tho follo'tnng moans g 

(1) Tho I ~rps Psy-Ops fiold det~:..:-:h;.it0nt audio tea'n conducted 
opGratiol!s from Hill 55, 1~.berty Road, 2.n::'i ltJUt.-::: ll~o 

(2 ) Tho r~g:'u11?ntal soun:l SYSt~T;1 ~ 1r'T9.~ ~.l~o u~e\;l to bJ.~'adcast 
e'clploy:tng 'cho BattalJ.on an.C!.· :.\o[!,Llloncal llfcerpretGl's" 

LO.'lr::"ot ctcops 'Horo m.ado in S'.1PPOl"t of tile July t.hGmo. 

(.'.J.) Faco .. tor.·faco pcr:nmsion am-i, lo,'l.fJ.ot clistrib'J.ti'.m ,'TaS conducted 
by tho (',,::)mpaY:~"8:3 in the fielde This 'Nas hind6recl by a lack of qualified 
inte'."Pr 0'Lars o 

;"'ir ,. , 

(5) A 11County Fair': operation was conducted in the LE SON (3) a.rea.. 
Tho PSy-·~"J9.1" and :propaganda teams from HOA VA.."JG District spoke to the people ., 
a.nd reintrodu(!sd GVN control to t.he area~ .. 

h. gmJ21Q;:lJ:n~§Il..t....91the lWILTPS-Z12 SIJ:?1 .. 15..Q~ ~l2frp,r~il?hting De~~ 
~l Night ObS~~Ol'LJ).eviqe .• 

(1) :;\\'IiU'S-2J..o The Battalion has only ons 1lJ;J/TPS-21 and it was 
employed in reserve near the futtalion CP duri.ng the month of Jll1;y:o 

(2) §L~Ll.5.Qo Tho Bat.t.alion utilized 30 SID/150Q s during tho month 
of July. Ten 1rJere employed b:r the r.ifl"" col1J.:?anies in their CP porime'::'ers 
and tv.renty -vrere held in Battalion rese:..~vec No contacts 'Here made during the 
reporting period .. 

(J) Jp,frared. Si$h.i;;i.nK :QQ..viQQo Fif'teen sniper-acopes were on hand 
in the Battalion during July.. All of the scopes wero available for used by e 
the rifle cO'~np2.nioso l~o cont.,ct was reporteci during theis period. 

(1-1,) .. ~gJ:rc, 9J?E,iervAtigl1 ... J2:llric8. Tl18 Night Observation Device WaS 
not ffi'fployed G.u.r:i.ng this period <lue to the lack of l1lerCUr'lJ batteries~ 
i'irli.ch a::"e unavailablo in VrBI'NArvI. 

4. 1'J:"111[I*~o .A11 1L1'1its received perioo.ic inst!'Uction concerning the 
mission and role of U. S. Forces in the Republic of VIETNAH~ the rules of 
engagem.ont9 and the hanclJ.ing of prisoners., Additionally, on-the-job 

''''~ 'i<\\\i"'" training Has conducted fer all ral1.ks and HOSts. T,'mnty enlistGd men attended 
the VC Mine and fuoby-Trap course at, the 3d Engineor Battaliono 'l'hree 
enlisted Ma.rL.as attended the Basic Infantry' T:Jeapons Repair courso in 
OKINAirJA, one enlisted l1arine attended the NO) school in OKINAvJA, and one 
Marine officer attended thG Crypto Security course in JAPAN. 

5. S.IlQc~al Opox.ations. Nothing significant. 

2 ,."_tilL 
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Nothing significant. 

9. Close C£IDP~o Nothing significanto 

10. ~ijX.L9Jl12:2Q.rt.-.£n.Q. FJ.r~E'Zf?,I8.rt C'r.!.CJrd,in~:ti[lJt.~ Artillery 1<1aS employed 
0:'1 targc~ts of opportunity, in the preparation of tn.o, attack rind seizul~e 
of u')l-;]pany" size o1:ljI3'Jtives9 on known enemy minefields, on co'U.nt.er-mortar 
ba.ttary position:3, ar,d in the restriction of Gr.I3i.':Y tnovement at ~:ight 
through harnssl1'.ent and inter'ltict~.on fi:\:'oso 0n '~2.11 Cl.8fensi78 fires 1tmre 

. pro'rided ea.ch .·c:~it in st.atj,e and. moving situD..ticms~ a.'1d regist:~ation of 
these cC):t'Jccmtrations vras stressed. Permanent. defensive fires were provided 
companies in sarni-permanent positions and the registration of these completed. 

a. Artillery fired 97 fire missions during tho reporting peri.od. 
Artil10ry received credit for th:.·Ge VC KIA confirmed and 14 vc raA probable .. 
1\10 beat:;; and t1tJO fortified emplacement.s ,\,yere also credited to artillery. 

b o 

u,'1it,. 
f'i!'ing 

8him mortar fire S1...'PPort vJ'as provided 
ER.ch company 'l-T8.S 2.ssigned a section of 
H&P s or any combat mission roquirodo 

each company size manouver 
BIg s for the purpose of 

110 logisYJ..C;§. . .' During tho roporting period, combined logistics contir-ued 
to be ex~ensiv3~ Six tons of oquipment and supplies wero dolivered by air 
and 75 tons of oquipment and supplies .... 101"0 dolivored via surfaco YI1(".,aes to 
field based u..'TI.ts o During this period, tho amount of milos traveled. by 
Battalion vehicles total 20469. Total hours: 870. 

12. Air D§:lfonse. Nothing significant. 

13. .Q;:mWa.:t~..fuID2Qrl.o Air support .. ,as used by this co!l'lliland during tho 
repcrting period. in support of ground units Q A total of Ll-J Hedovacs wera 
flo'Wn bringing '73 casualties to immodiate medical aid.. A:.i.rborno obsorvers 
in Ol-Eo sand u"rl-lEv s vToro used for ground observation. Hos"J.pply of tho 
individual companies was p:>:'ov:Ldod by UH-34v s and CH-4,6~ s on a very limited 
basis 0 No fixed loling sorties wore flown during this poriodo 

14. t10dical &nd. Dental SupllQ..1.1. Nothing significant. 

15. Chaplain, S~9rl:... In rolation t.o pr:Un.8.ry mission tho Chaplain conductod 
29 vJOrship sorvicos? 6 IilGmor-i!1.1 sorvicos, and 1 be.ptiS!llal SGL'vicc g Total 
attendance at worship sOl''Vic,os Ha.S 520~ ",ith 180 roccivi:'lg COllli"mffi:ion. Red 
Cross and inquiriostotal 16 and personal counseling and interviews totaled 
620 Catholic coverage for Hill 55 an.d t.ho fO!"1iJard companios was made avail .. 
able by the Catholic Ch2.f'laj11s from 9'ch l'o'larino Rogj.laent and 2d Battalion, 
9th Marinos. All men in 1st Battalion had tho oppol~unity to attend a 
Mass during tho month of July. Tho 1/9 Chaplain also ooverod 2/9 for 
Protestant personnel. Throughout tho month religious literaturo was 
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.' 
I ~UUU£)I1IAJ~.""'" ~ distr{fil(ftJd and WGll rocei vad.. A N01rJ Testamont lims made available to 

every ¥..arino. Along 1rn:c.h religious literabi:ce ::>ther mate!'ials, such as 
paper back oooks~ athletic gcar~ writing portfolios, cards? ctc~ ~ NOrG 

distributed. S'orvices on Hill 5.5 were moved. inco h2.rdtop messhall .. lith 
gooe, :>,o~m.]:t,Sn ';-lith the bGgirr.;,ing of a lio::."ship s:':~Tlce on Hill 5 fQr 
eilgin0Ut'i! and tllr.J(s~ th'~ C!laplain no'tlT has fOUL' finil Su.."lday cm:1l11ib:uonts 
ea(:.'h "'~:'"c~31:. 

: -- .. 

16n' ,':;:~,y,.~l,.A.;fJ~-i;:f3_c Ihr5"ng the month of ,July, the Bat"!",alion col1centmted 
J,-:'" C:L~T:U. ['c(:t:i.on o.ffO!"t5 t,) tho Hill 5S e:F,;plex and. BlCB RAe Ha1:.D.ct. Daily 
~'~<:<J:'" ;)",p 'HJ,g give:]' Oi:'} EiE .55 by the E!:I'l~'~[1,:UDn Aid Station CO!"pSiilP,l1" Ov()r 
6S0 c~~,c/J,:::.5.al!,s l,yerO t~(;,crt'13C!, dcu.'ing this p~rj,od and 17 civilia:'ls 'Horo ow.cu­
aL{,~l ':,C ';::18 lLHVN ~md USijvi }~o,:;pitals in )')L:\IjL~Go C10 thing , E'oap~ :r:Lce~ 2.00 
toys 1';'01,'(;: distribc:d.oci. 1.:'. Y,:::;.~iOU6 aroas ,-d.-r,hi:1 the ZOA ... 
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