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1.

Commanding Officer

SUBCRDINATE UNITS

H&S Gompany

Company 4" . :
(OpCon 24 Bn, 9th Mar, 20-31 July 1966)

cbmpan} "B

Company "C" ‘
(OpCon 33 Bn, 9th Mar, 20 jyus 1966)

COmpany I!DH

ATTACHED UNITS

Det, Hq Bn, 3d MarDiv

Det, Visbursing Section

Det, Postal Section

Det, Photo Section

Det, Comm Co (Radio Relay)

Det H&S Co, 9th Mar (Radio Relay)
H&S Compeny (-) 1st AnTrac Bn
1st P1t, Company "B", lst AmTrac Bn
3d P1t, Company "B", 1st AmTrac Bn
3d P1t (Rein), Company "B", 1st AmTrac Bn
2d P1t, Company "C", 34 AT Bn
3d P1t (Rein), Company "C", 3d AT Bn
2d P1t, Company "A", 3d Tank Bn (OpCon
Company "B", 3d Tank 3n)
lst P1t, Company "B", 34 Tank Bn
3d P1t (Rein), Company "B", 33 Tank Bn
4th P1%, Company "C", 3d Eng Bn

1st P1t (Rein), Company "C", 34 Eng Bn
Det, H&S Company, 3d Eng Bn
Det, Eng Support Company, 3d tng Bn
2d P1t, Company "D'", 34 Recon
Det, 1st Clearing Plt (=) (Rein), Company

"BH
mi* gd Med Bn
2

DECLASSIFIED

1Jul-245ep
o5Sep-31Dec

1Ju1-15Jul
16Jul-255ep
26Sep-100ct
110ct-31Dec
1Jul- 25ep
_ 3Sep- 60ct
T0ct-3]1Dec
1Jul- 53ep
65ep-300ct
310¢t~31Dec
1Jul-15Jul
16Jul- 80¢t
90¢t-31ec
1Jul-31Dec

185ep-31Dee

1Jul-31Jul
1Jul~31Jul
ldug-31lbug
15ep-31Dec
1Jul-3idug
15ep-31Dec
1Jul-3léug

1Jul-31lbug
15Sep-31Dec
1Jul-31Jul
1hug-3llug

Awup

L:Gol JONES
Maj DAY

Capt CUTCCMB
Capt STONE
2dql4 MCCLOED
Capt SHAW
Capt VON HARTEN
2d4Lt PACE
Capt FESTA
Capt SPLEAN
2dlit MITCHELL
Capt SAYERS
Cept STONE
1stlt CONNELL
Capt CURD
Capt KEYS

2dLt WALSH

Capt THAMES
24Lt SULLIVAN
2dlt HORVATICH
2dLt HORVATICH
2dLt HOOF

2dLt RILEY
24Lt GARLAND

2dLt NAGLE
2aLt VOIGT
2dLt ARMSTRONG
SSgt GROVE

1Sep-31Dec WO JONES

1Sep-31Dec
15ep-30Sep
10¢t-31Dec

2dLt MURPHY

Lt OLIVER(USN)

Lt MCALLISTER
(usy)
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Logistic Support Thid e e :_!,S,ep—f‘f-OlSep'_ Capt ¥ENDIG

Det, 2zd FSR 10¢t-71Dcq 2alt MOORE
. Det, 3d Ser Bn o o
IN Team "D" Btry, 3d On, 12%h liey JAug-7liug 26Lt CAMPBELL
C“'npany "C" 9th MI Bn \ ) ,_\,n.k,) : ,1Au_g;~3]_.f‘1ug'
24 P1t (Rein), Company "i", 3d MC By 1Sep-31Des 2dl4 DAVIS
Company "E", 24 Bn, 3d Mar (CpCon) 18bug-21Ae istlt NUGENT
‘Company "I" 3d Bn, 9th Mar (OpCon) . 17hug-185ug Capt NAVADELL
Company "L" 3d Bn, 9th Mar (Opcon) 174ug-18Aug Capt PYLE
24 Troop, 4th Cav Regt; (f‘mon) 188ug-198ug
2d Plt (Hein), Company "C", 3d SP Bn 1Sep-14Nov 241+ BLOXOM
: 15Nov=31Dec 2dLt DEGENNARO
Battery "D" (-~)(Rein), 24 Bn, 12th Mar = 1Sep-31Dec Capt GUNDLACH
107 Mortar Btry (Rein), 1lst Bn 12th Mar  1Sep-31Dec Capt RICHEY
Det, Battery "K', 4th Bn, 13th Mar 1Dec-31Dec 24Lt VOGT

24 Plt, 1st Armored Amphib.Plt _ 1Dec~31De¢ 24Lt COTILE
2. LOCATIOR | ‘

During the reporting period the Command Post location was as follows:
Fram 010001H July 1966 to 312400H bugust 1966, Vicinity Hill#55, Da Neng
TAOR, coordinates (AT 966617). During the period ‘161800H August tc
170600H August Command Post (Forward) was established at coordinates
925526, From 170900H August to 181300H “4ugust, the Eommend Post (Forward)
was at coordinates 953548. At 181300H August, the Command Post (Forward)
began moving back toward the Liberty bridge site and returned to Hill#55
at 181830 August., 010001H September to 281100H Scptember 1966: Vicinity
Hi11#55, Da Nang T4OR, socordinates (AT 966617), From 281100H September
to 0316001 October 1966 the Command Post wee located sboard the USS
HENRICO (APA-45). From 0316001 Octobex 1966 to 022300L December 1966
Camp Schwab, Okinawa (Bldg 35 j ‘From 0223001 to 070900H December 1966
location was sboprd the USS 3=NAWEE (APA-195). From 070900H December
1966 to the eud of the reporting period the Command Fost was located
gbo~st the USS IWO JIMh (LPH-2), with temporary ocoupancy at the SLFP
vamp, USNB, Subic Bay, Hepublic of the Philippines.

3. BTAFF OFFICERS

Executive Officer 1Jul—26Sep Maj DAY
| 275ep-31Dec Maj HUBBARD
S-1 o 1Jul-15Sep 2dLt PARKER

168ep-30Nov lgtLt RICKMON
1Dec-31Dec 2dLt RAMIREZ

S-2 | | ul-3liug 1stlt KING

- : 18ep-31Dec 2dLt YAGGY
5-3 ; 1Jul-155ep Maj THATENHURST
. 165ep-21Dec Maj VON HARTEN
5-4 1Jul-158ep Capt CUTCOMB

168ep-260ct Capt SAYERS
270ct~31Dec Capt REED

En re (1)
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During the reporting pericd, lsi ©
involved in three distincily di: , FReEEE
From July through September the oatiali on was active in tze -

Da Na,ng TAQOR, South Vietnam, In sonjamce®ion with the oabtol-
ion's nomal migsion to secure and pﬂnJ] its 708, furihar ‘

- -responslbllltles to block the Song Yru Bon (hlver) arsa froa' .

G5 9656 G 9055 , provide security for ths newly

constructed MSR through the battalion's Z0A, and provide security

for the northern landing site of the Song Thu Bon Ferry, Grid-

‘Coords 926533  were added. The river block was a ccomplished

by establishing two company positions along the Song Thu Bon.
- One CP was located at Grid Coord. 954556, the other at Grid
_ Coord, 920547 . The companies in turn esteblished separate.
. -Platoon positions within their ZOA in.order to be spread enough -

- to cover the assigned-arcé. From the platoon positions exten-~-
sive patrolling was conducted to prevent VC infiltration or .
movement through the ZOA.:. Security for the ferry site was
accomplished in conjunction with the river block. A reinforced
rifle platoon was set in around the ferry landing. The platoon,
from its position; could defend the ferry site, watch the river,
end conduct required patrol activity. Security for the MSR was
attained by extensive patrolling near the road and by deily phy-
sical mine sweeps, The sweeps generally consisted of an engineer
team of varying size escorted by one or two rifle squads. One
check point was esteblished on the MSR to count end keep track
of pessing civilians. A third rifle compeny was located at Grid
Coord, 968586, a strateg:.c point on the MSR, Road security
was one of the company 8 migssionse The gecuring and pacifica-
tion of the battalion Z0A was earried out by 2ll four rifle
companiess [From the three positions already mentioned,extensive
patrolling of squad and platoon size was a daily oocurrence.

The fourth rifle company, a reserve element,also provided a

rifle platoon for security in the northern sector of the battal-
ion areas &s a result, 10 rifle platoons were actively patxol-
ling in the battalion Z0A when a special operation was not in
progress. Frequent county fair operations were used in an attempt
to ferret out VC in the area while various civie action programs
vere implementeds Two to four rifle platoons were usually used
for the county feirs. In addition to the routine activities of
the battalion, two battalion (-) operations were conducted and
one company raid attempted.s During the period contact was usual-
ly light. Squad patrols encountered Ilight harassing action,
Occassionally a platoon found the enemy willing to fight and two
companies were mortared. The VC, however, chose to snipe end run
during most of the reporting period. Booby traps and mines con-

- tinued to be & problem to both troops and vehicles, par ticularly

- on-znd. beside the MSR, Mine incidents accounted for e number of
troop “deaths and crippled tracked vehicles.

Enc“l’ohsure (1)
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Toward the end of Peptenis.
tion to leave the Mg M
increased slightly. hy
September the bailtalion ox 13 new amd improTe cld
semi~-permanent positions, = Con o was caerisd ot <: battal-
ion, company =md platocn levai. IFrom Détuber to Now e
battalion refurbished and trained on Gizinswe, Adwir atiaer
matters which suffered in the combat zene were Lrousht completely
“up to par. Medical and dental routine matters were brought up to
dates The battalion departod Ckinnws with fresa trsined troops
and new or rehabilitated gear. Turing the month of Dscember the
battalion engaged in training and rehcarsal for special operations,
with the SLF. Ay amphibious exercise (Mud Puppy I1) was ¢onducted
on Mindore Island, Republic of the Philippines. The unfavorable
-terrain interlaced with unfordable watercourse obstacles, proved
highly satisfactory for indoctrination of the BLT in problem areas
to be expected in special operations with the SLF, The reporting
period ended with BLT 1/9 embarked on board assigned shipping
bound ‘for s pecial operations (Deckhouse V) in the Republic of
Vietnam, ‘ o

Enslosure (1)
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ae - Uembat Missions.. - In fha Da Bany

provided a block on the ben (Miver) az 93, pr
security for. the MSR cutii .7h the,Zf‘AJ\. wnd provided E
‘curity for the northern lan r‘.j_np gite of the Song Thw Boy Ferry.
-Ag the SLF, the battalion was a: moblle reserve: :[‘o;:e, uppa.red N

to be employed on’ command.

! : Comducted,  While thres opera-
. tions, Wilcox, & company raid, and Swanee were conducted during
“this reporting period, .only Swanee wag éignificant, - The others
-~ yeilded nothing of significance  for reporting purposes. - Oper-
ation Swanee conducted from 16 Aug=2ldug, was multi-battalion
esecrt of a lending craft M8, up the Song Thn Bon River. The
M8 made an hydrographic survey of the river while the battalions
secured the river banks to insure safe passage. 1st Batta.l:.on, ‘
Gth Marines, escorted the M8 from grid square 9954 to grid square
© 9253, .  The job was accomphshed using two rifle companies support-
. ed by a tank platoon end four amtracse. An. initial séarch and clear
was made south-of the-Song Thu Bon River, followed by one company
moving along the river baside the landing oraft, while the other
- continued to search inland e short distance. The operation met
“..with only light Tesistance, “On.17 August, a platoon of Co "C",
~'madé contact with en unknown mumber of VC at (AT 979530) kllhng
17 VC, A TUH.1E gunship’ in support,kllled proximately 20.more VC,
Company "A"y on 19 August, in position at fAT 967548) received
- 8lmm: and. 60mm nortar fire in addition to heavy small arms. fire.
Co "A", returned fire on both occasions. The combined VC kiils
came ‘to & probable 25s “On 20° August, Company "C", after complet-
ing a river crosszng at (AT 901545) received heavy incoming mor-
‘tér and smaell arms fire. In the return of.‘ small erms end ‘morter
fire & probable 5 VC were KIA,

Dur1hg tHe three
months in which the battalion was in contact with the enemy 299
KIA and 41 WIa were suffered by the VC, In addltlon, 38VC were
caphu‘ed.~

g,gp_.almes §g§§a1ned. : ’Menty—Three (23) enhsted marines
were kllled in action during the ‘reporting period. Three (3)
officers and one hundred and six (106) enlisted marines were:
wounded in action. In this seame period four. (4) navy enl:.sted
men and one (1) officer were wounded in ‘setion. On 24 Q‘~captember
1966, Lt Col JONES, the :Battalion Cemmender, received a g\mshot ‘
wound through the left thigh as-he was returning from an inspec-
tion tour of frontline positions. The Colonel was med-—evar*od. .

hncbosure (1)
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e. New Technignes

T Ope*:q’flon Mud Puppy II, conducted
on Mindoro Island, t.iec of the Pht ‘,r inez, rrovided the train-
ing vehicle to introcises the new tadhr 7 riverine operations
end the use of light plastic assault boats J‘JH ‘outloard motors,
lhese techniques were soon to be employed in opecial sperations in
the Hepublic of Vietnam.

f. Command Relations. ©On 1 July 1966, 1/9 was OPCON 9th Marines.
This relationship continued until 3 October when the battalion enter-
ed a training and rehabilitation phase, OPCON RLT-26 at Camp Schwab,
Okinawa, Opn 2 December 1966 the battalion was committed to the SL¥;
UPCON TG 79.5 through the remainder of the reporting period,

g+ - Bguipment, Three new items of equipment have been inte-
grated into the battelion, they are the AN/PRC-25. radio, the Star-
light Scope, and the Light Plastic Assault Boats with outboard.
motors,

h, Logistics. During the reporting period logistics support
included delivery of supplies and eguipment by surface and air
means. {Yuring the battalion's rehabilitation phase, logistic support
included the coordination and assistance in the repair and resupply
of combat essential equlpment/supplles. Al]l debarkation =nd embarke
tlon procedures were directed and assisted by the S-4 staff.

i, Givieg sction. Yuring the period in which 1/9 was operating
in the Da Nang TAOR an active civic action program was in effect,
Primery methods used included medical assistance provided by navy
corpsmen, county fair operations including Psy-Ops warfare teams,
mdm&n@ﬂeﬁwtthcmmmlwﬂ.NomﬂMrmncuum
in Vietnam was undertaken. Uluring the BLT stay in the Republic of
the Philippines, a civil affairs team visited the wvillage of Nagiba
end provided medical treatment as well as gifts of dolls, salt, .
soap, and vitaming, Between 1 July and 31 December 1966,2400 indig-
enous persons received medical treatment and 68 were .med-evaced.

Jo Administration. DNothing significant to report.

k. Personmnel. Detsiled personnel desta is contained in the S-1
journals submitted with nonthly Command Chronologies during the
reporting period. In the gix months covered by this report 11
" officers and 366 enlisted marines vere dropped, while 29 officers
end 733 enlisted marines were joined.

1. Intelligenge. During the reporting period a continuing
effort was made in psychologicsl warfare. ihe efforts included,
the I Gorps Psy-Ops Field letachment broadcasts, aireraft broad-
cast over the 2Z0A, broadcast by battalion and regimentel inter-
preters, and speeches to the people by the villags chiefs and
ralliers from the hamlets.

g W
Eklc]_osul»e (1 )
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While operatlng in the 9th Mar, Regt. ZOA, ‘mines corimisd o be

the biggest Ue S. casualty producer. "There -wéere twe' wchents
of VC terrorists activity within ‘the Z0A. " Thirteeén 1v1lians

were killed and one village was burned in these ineidantd, -

One rallier surrendered.to the battalions Wh:.le the battalion
- was committed to. the SLF,lntelligence efforts were “dirocted

. .- towards the gathering and dlssemlnat:.on of informem.on concern-
1ng planned operat:.ons in RVN, : -

M Q_qgmmm Ihlnng the reportlng pemod the battalion
employed wire,radid and’ radio-relay without. dsziculty. _New radio
‘operators’ were ‘treined in use of eq\npment and procedures to be
used :Ln the batta.liom . e
_ __e_a:me_n Whlle operatlng in the 9th Manue Regt. .TAOR
-the weather was typiocal of the géographiec locetion .and season,
extremely hot, humid and subjeet to oooaiss:.onal cloudburete.

o Fize Support. Artillery was employed on targete of op-
portunity, in the preparation of the attack; and seizure of company

size objectives, on known enemy mine fields, on cownter-mortar mis-
sions, and in the restriction of enemy movement zt night through
harrassment end interdiction fires. Bach unit iA the battalion
wag provided with "on call" fires and the registration of these
was encouragede Evory opportunity was taken to assess and refine .
methods of coordination with SACC and all FSCC operations. Due .
to the SLF committment, special attcntion was given to problem 3
areas unique to smphibious operations. Of interest during the
‘reporting period was the employment of a 105mm ‘howitzer of bat-
tery "DV, in a direct fire ‘mission in support of operations -loce~
ed. with:.n thie battalion CP .complexs, These direct fire missions
ware characterized by en intense volume of -fire directed on tar=
‘gets with sninoreased degree of accuracy. - The direct fire was
-employed within 35 meters of friendly troops and &1l types. of
<mzes and shella were used. No friendly casualtles were :.mmrred.

. _;u;__mm Air eupport dunng th:Ls penod was oha:rac-
tenzed by extensive use of helicopter medevacs, the use of aire-
borne obsgervers in 0l-BE's:and UH-1E's, and the use of helicopters
to-. traneport e.nd resupply troops. - In 2ddition, -as1imited nymber :.
of fixed-wing alrstrikes wera: conducted. - C=47 Dragon Ships were.

xused +t0 provide:illumination and fire support on two occasions.
a. Activetions/Deactivation/Redesienationss - The task organ-
jzation. for o BLT was designated.and on 26 Septem‘oe :1966, :BLT
1/ 9.was; actlvated and embarked on: assigned shipping bound for
Ok:.nawa.
: ... BEnclosure (1)
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4 Dur-
ing the months of October and Iomaner emphas:.s was’ p ~2 vinon
training and rehabilitation of the ‘battalion. General Militavy

Subject Proficiency Tests, Thysical Readiness Tests, and Swim-
ming Qualification Tests were conducted: during’ the feporting ..
period. Weapon's. training incliuded familiarization firing of:

all individual weapons, extensive training, and firing of 411"

crew served weapons ‘except the 60mm Mortare . ‘No training ammuni-
tion - was availsble for the 60mm.Mortar. Throughout the report-
ing period a concentrated effort was made toward small unit tactics
and specialty training such as: Counter Guerrilla Warfare, Demo-
litions, Land Mine Warfare, Jungle Lene,: and Trap Line., In addi=-
tion to the above training, Companies MAMEMBN . yegeived instruction
in -Amphibious Raid Techniques while Compenies: "C"&"D", received
introductory type training in the use of rubber assault boats.
Formal school- tra:.mng was attended by 103 enl:.sted and 8 offlcer
personnel. - :

i e - ‘ -

: Enclosure (1)
l@f}si'h::” )

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

7 TESSTTR ' N e N D T =T - [

BART TV
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
1. Journals of the staff sections for the period c‘ofw_féi'ed by the
semi-snnual Commend Chronology have been submitted with the

monthly chonologies of the period.
2. Dai Loc Mpp, Sheet namber 6640 IV

{x Dai

Hdo/ca’~J$‘ F}’A. li\ﬂ' (opn u)‘vu;o)()
© M mewas 030 é%muﬁﬁ-%@%)
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9TH Marines _
33 Marine Division (Rein) EMF _‘l, C
c/o FPO San Francisco, Ca,llfornla 96602 S

3/WVE/kre

16 August 1966 -

Commanding Officer
Commanding General, 3d Marine Division

After Action Report, Operation WILCOX

(a) DivO 3100.14

<
4 )
(1) After Action Report Uperatior
accordance with reference (a), encl(l) is forwarded.
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| HEADQUARTERS
1st Battalion, 9th Marines
3rd Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO San Francisco 96602
3:KI¥:rgs
103100 '
13 Aug 1956
CONFIDENTIAL

Fran: Commanding Officer, 1lst Battalion, 9th Marines
To: Commanding Officer, 9th Marines -

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report
Ref: Regimental Operations Order 401-66
Encl: Commanders Narrative and Analysis

1, Code Name, Operation WILCOX

2. Dates of Operaticn. 11 August 1966

'3, Locaticn. Area known as DUC KY in 1st Battalion, Oth Marines ZOA.:

Bounded on northeast by SCNG AI NGHIA, on the South by the S(NG IA THO,
and on the east by railroad track approximately GS 9861.

4o Control or Command Headquarters.

a. 1lst Battalié?i; 9th Marines (-) TtCol JONES

b, Company "A" (-) 1st Bn, 9th Marines Capt VON HARTEN
¢. Company "D", 1st Bn, 9th Marines Capt KEYES

d. Company "I"(-), 3rd Bn, 9th Marines Capt NAVADELL
- Campany "E", 24 Bn, 9th Marines © 1stlt F;ERDOCK

5. Task Organization.

2d Battalion, 12th Marines
Detachment 3rd ITT

Detachment 3rd CIT

Detachment U, S. A. PsyWar Team
Section of Scoul Dog Company

6. Intelligence. Prior to the operation, it was believed that approx-
imafely 25 VC guerrillas and many VC cadre and sympathizers were living
in the operating area. The area was also suspected of being a safe area
and storage area, We were unable to patrol it as much as desired and
necessary,due to troop commitments in other areas., The operation netted
7 VC confirmed and 12 VCS, many of which were reported to be VG cadre
and local guerrillas. A

DECLASSIFIED
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CONFIDENTIAL

It is believed the reason more VC were not captured was because the
people in the area reportedly had advance warning of the operation.

No equipment, weapons, or documents were captured. The people, from

the objective area, were collected into an.assembly area and subjected
to intensive Psy-War indoctrination. They had explained the reason for
the operation, the reason for U. S. units in the area, and the inevitable
defeat of the Viet Cong was stressed.

7. Mission. At 110630H August, attack in Z0A to search out and destroy
elements of VC main force and local force units, their positions, bunkers
and tunnel complexes.

8. Concept of Operation. DELTA TANGO Plt, and lst P1t, Company "IV,
3rd Battalion, Sth Marines, block on SONG AL NGHIA. Company "A" to
block on SONG LA THO. Company "D", 1lst Battalion, 9th Marines and
Company "E" 2d Battalion, 9th Marines to first cordon, then, on order
sweep west through DUC KY area. A1l units to be positioned during
the hours of darkness and by 110530H,

9. Execution.

1001058 Received Operatians Qrder 401-66
_:_Loizooi{ Issued Frag Order
101200H Assumed Op Con Company "I', 3rd Battalion, Jth Marines
102400H Assumed Op Con Company "EM, 2d Battaliom, 9th Marines
100400H A1l uﬁits~on move into cordon positions.

110550H All units in positions cordon complete. Holding sweep
for Psy~Wab-Téam. = "'.iv. ..

110650H Company "D, 1lst Battalion, 9th Marines, and Company "E",
2d Battalion, 9th Marines crossed line of departure.

111100H Company "E", 2d Battalion, 9th Marines, having been
pinched out of sweep, was chopped to parent organization.

‘ 111140H Company "D", 1lst Battalion, 9th Marines resupplied with
400 pounds C-L by foot (helicopters not immediately available).

111520H Campany "D', 1st Battalion, 9th Marines arrived at final
rhase with approximately 250 civilian stragglers. ,

111630H A1l Vietnamese released to return to their respective
living areas. Sweep completed. o
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111700H A1l Marine units returned to preassigned areas.
121200H Operation Wilcox ended officially.

121520H Company "I" was chopped to parent organization.

10. Results.

a. Friendly Personnel Losses.

_ (1) Two men WIA minor (l-surprise firing device, M-26 and
l-punji stake) ' ‘

b. ZEnemy lLosses.

(1) Total number Vietnemese at collection point, approximately

(2) VC WIA (confirmed) captured-3.
(3) VCC captured-4.
(4) VCS detained-12,

Total-19.

¢. Installations and fortifications destroyed.

(1) Bunkers . 123

(2) Tunnels 2 over 10 foot long

(3) Fighting Holes 12

(4) Punji traps 2 with secondary explosion and 19 others.
(5) Mines and booby traps 2

11. Ao and Demo expended.

In sweep area: 1140 pounds C-4 and THT i
In support of blocking forces: 110 rounds 105mm
118 rounds 155mm

360 rounds 8lmm

.3
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575 rounds 7.62
550 rounds M-60
60 rounds M-79

(Some 25 to 30 rounds small arms and 1 M-79 (4O0mm) round was ex-
pended into sweep area by Company "A" resplting in the 3 VCC wounded)
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12. Commander's Analvsis. At 0550 all units were in position to

cordon the village of UUC KY, with Company "D" and Company "E" in

‘the eastern position and prepared to search and clear on order from

east to west. All units were ordered to hold until the Psychological

Helicopter arrived and had passed the word for all villagers to move M

west toward Hill 55 and cross foot bridge in that vieinity. The nglll ?pf
D +

helicopter was late, then flew at an altitude so great that he could
not be heard from the ground. That portion of the Psychological War
effort was secured, and the sweep forces were ordered to commence

the sweep at 0650. Their orders were to search out and destroy all

VC forces, facilities and fortifications to include family type
bunkers, trench and tunnel systems, punji pits, mines, and booby
traps. Two houses were booby trapped and were pointed out to the
troops by Vietnemese in the area. Same six to seven hundred civiliens
voluntarily came across the foot bridge, while approximately 200

were forced across by the sweeping forces. All Vietnamese civilians
were assembled at the collection point. Med-Cap was performed by the
Battalion Surgeon and his Staff. One hundred children, 50 females

and 25 males were treated. Over 800 pounds of rice was distributed
to the people along with 5 boxes of soap, 1 box of canned goods, 2
boxes of toys, 1 box of clothing and 1 box of candy. A Psychological
War program was conductcd by the 1st Corp Army Psychological War team
and Vietnamese goverment officials from THANH SO and KY MINH villages.
The theme stressed was the inevitable defeat of the Viet Cong and the
return of GUN influence to the area. At 1630H, all Vietnamese were
allowed to return to their village. During the operation, two Marines
were slightly wounded. One stepped on a steel punji stake and one
tripped an M-26 frag grenade rigged with a trip wire. Though no
action or no contact was made by the sweep force, Company "A", while
moving into its blocking position, encountered some resistance in

the form of harrassing and sniper fire, During daylight hours, while
in their block,a total of seven artillery missions and six 8lmm mortar
missions were fired during fihe 24 hour period., AO was requested and
upon arrival searched several GS south and reported several groups of
10 to 20 all were moving south but was unable to identify any weapons.
One difficulty encountered was that the detachment from ITT and CIT
secured about 1430H and were not available when the sweep force brought
in some 200 stragglers. However, the Battalion S5-2, Regimental
Interpreter and local village chiefs screened, and were able to find,
2 VCS in this particular group. Although the number of identified VC
picked up was small, they were identified because of positive sources,
end in 7 instances, admitted immediately their VC affiliation. The
area searched and cleared has been a source of considerable harrass-
ment to the Hill 55 complex, as well as a suspected VC haven. The
operation is considered to have been successful, aside from the -VC
and VC suspects apprehended, in that we demonstrated to the local
villagers that no aréa is "safe" or a "haven" for VC forces.
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MESSAGE FDRMH ISECRET

34 MafDivi[+:21004ERDIY
03 FMAY
FIRST MARINES
THIAD MAR:NES
TYELFTH MARINES
THIRD AMRRAC BW
TRIRD TANK BN
THIRD 4T BN
THIRD ENGR BW

ZNYSSSS e
003 0917007 AUG €6 B e K b
NN NINTH MARINES '
~T0 ZEN/FIRST Bu NINTH MARINES
ZEW/SECOND BN MNINTH MARIMNES
. ZEN4/THIRD BN BINTH MARINES
i THIO €6 11T MAF
{HIRD MARDIV
£G FMAY
FIRST MARINES
THIRD MARINES
TWELFTH MARINES
ZUR/SECOND BN TWELFTH MARINES
THIRD AMRRAC Bn
THIRD TANY BU
THIRD AT BN
THIRD ENGR BN
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/ SECRET

| ——0F ORDER 40166

_ 8. DIV OF ORDER 3543=65
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’ PAGE TWC Bj4R S ECR E ¥ : \
, B. REGIL ORDER 3088.2C ‘

Co MAP ¢ VIETNAN (CEE 150,306 SERIES L 7814 SHEETS 6548 IV
4 THEK ORGANIZATION
,  “C0NMAED GOUP FIRST BN NINTH MARINES
D RIFLE CO 15T BN STH MARINES

’ A RIFLE €O (=) iST BN STH MARINES
, ERIFLE CO 2ND BN STH MARINES
TRIFLE CO 3D BN 9TH MARINES 8
’ 0B (=) | - >
. D AMTRAC BN ¢DS)
CO B(=) 3D T¥ BN (DS)

{ST PLT CO C 3D ENGR BN (DS)

DET ITT TEAW (DS

PLT CO C AT BN (DS$1. SITUATION

Ao EREMY FORCES , SEE CURRENT INTSUWS AND PIR°S

y Be FRIENDLY FORCES
€1y Zb BR 127TH MARINES DifR SPT,

CGEM SPT REIN WEE IaW REF <&

. {2) 18T MpW PROVIDE MEDERS N i i ﬂ%&ﬁ§@ﬁfl@ﬂg
LIDCRART . COMMAND Hiﬁmm%ﬁ@‘ﬁMuwa«%%ﬁ»QQv.:xf A8 LEG
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SAGE FORM-S@BRET
3& MarDiv - 2100/2

S S S

PAGZ THREE BI4R S E CRET
REQUESTED,
(3) DETACHMENT D INTERROSATOR-TRANSLTOR TELM, ASSIST 1IN
SCREENING VIETMAMESE CIVILIANS AT COMMECTION POINT '
(&£)H DETACHMENT 3D COUNTER -INTELLEGIMCE TEfM, EXPLOﬁT Oy THE
SPOT INTELLIGENCE SOURCES, EG VCC, VCS
o MIS3ION, AT 11E6838H V £LuUslST Qlléfﬁ_iﬁ_zﬁﬁ TG0 SEARCH OUT AND
DESTROY ELEMERTS OF VYO MAIN FORCF AND LOCAL FORCE URIISQ THEIR POS. . TIGL
BUNYERS AND TUNNEL COMPLEXES
3. EXECUVION
As COWCEPT OF OPERATION. PRIOR TO FIRST O LIGHT POSITION &1 ACHY
FORFES ANWD BLOCKING FORCES n” HOWEE SHOWN b (ANBEX &)
OPERATIONS OVERLAY., AT FIRST LIGHT PSY ¥WaR AIRCRAFT WILL _
: @H]OUNPE THORUGHOUT THE QPL% OF OPERATIONS THE COLLECTION POINT FOL
’ Al... CIVILIANS It AREA,
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T 1:P636H AUG 15T BN 9TH MARINES
P QTTACHS TO WEST WITH 2 RIFLE COMFANEES IM ASSEGNED 0a 10
DESTROY ENERY AND POSITIONS THEREIN.
‘ Bo £57T BN STH MARINES
P (1) PROVIDE ONE RIFLE COHMPANY (REINF) ONE RIFLE COMPNY (=) REINI
AND A COMMAND GROUP IN EXECUTION THIS ORDER,
’ {2) CORDUCT OPEZRATIOSH I4W ANNEX A OPERATION OVERLAY.

g APGE FOUR BI4R S E CR E 7 |
(3 ASSUME OPCON ONE ¢i) RIFLE €0 3D BN OTH MARINES AT
, . 1012804 AUGUST

j§>' {4> ASSUME OPCON ONE (§> RIFLE CO 2D BN OSTH MARINES
’ I AT 102420H AUGUST,
’ €53 PROVIDE SECHRITY ELEMENT FOR CCNDUCT OF PSY WAR

OPERATIONS AT CIV COLLECTION POINT.
(8) ESTABLISH AID STATIOM FOR CIVILLIWA COCQ COLLECTIOWN PTS BY
. BEIEBH
{7) REQUEST AIR SUPPORT IAW REF ().
{(8) CHOP UNITS TO PARENT ORGANIZATION ON COMPLETIOM OF CPERATIOR
. vy {9) REPORT COMPLETION OCCUPATION ATTACK AND BLOCKING POSITIONS
THIS HRe.
(183) REPORT CROSSING LOD
{1123) MAKE HOURLY SIT REPORTS THIS HQgs SPOT REPORTS AS REQUIRED,
Co 2D BN 9TH MARINES
'-7—37 (1) AT 12433 162408 AUG CHOP 1 RIFLE COMPANY OPCON TO iST BN 9TH
. MAR INES

) £, 3D BN STH MARINES
?‘5? (1) AT E@EEZ H AUGUST CHOP ONE RIFLE COMPANY OPCON
T0 157 BE S9TH MARINES

Eo CQOhD'ﬁwﬁbe INSTRUCTIONS .
¢t DIRECT LIAISCH epEHORIZEDHBETHIHOBRG:NIZATIONS ﬁﬁeﬂﬁ
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MESSACE FORM - SEGRET
3d MarDiv - 2100/2

PACE FIVE BI4R S ECRET
THIS COMMAND,
{2) PSY WAR EFFORT IN SUPPORT THIS OPERATIOU
COMDUCTED THIS HQ. HELG BROADCASTS TO BE CONDUCTED FROWM
1126150 0. TO [10638H AUGUSY . SUBSEQUENTLY PSY WAR INDOCTRINATION
CONDUCT AT CIVCOLLECTION POINT LOCATION SHOWN ON ANNEA A
OGPERATIONS OVERLAY.
(3) THLIS OPERATION EXPECTIED 70 BE ONE AEE DAY DURATION,
{4) RULES OF ENGAGEMENT IAW REF A(A)
{3) INSURE ELEMENT OF SURPRISE MAINTAINED,
{8) DIRECT SUPPORT UNITS PROVIDE SUPPORT A5 REGQUESTED,
7 (7> FIRE SUPPORT COORDINATION
., RESTRICTIVE FIRE ZONE WILL BE UNDER THE
CONTROL OF FSCC 1ST BN 9FTH MARINES
B, FCL ESTABLISHED AS SHOWN (ANNES A) OPERATIONOVERLAY
Co ON CALL FIRES PLANNED IN COMJUNCTION WITH CONCEPT
OF OPERATION, ~
Do 2D BN (2TH MARIMNES PROVIDES ARTILLERY SUPPORT
REQUESTS BRTY L, 4TH BN, [27TH MARINES SUPPCRT OPERATION
Eo IS8T BUW 9TH MARENES.F@“S SEND FIRE REQUESTS TO 2D BM i2TH
MARINES BTRY L MONITOR. M328 FOR FIRE REQUESTS,
S50 ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS.

PAGE SIX B4R S ECRET
A9¢& LOGISTIC SUPPORT FOR TACTICAL UNITS THROUGH ST BN
9TH MARINES
B, SHELTER TEWNTS) FOR REFUGEES PROVIDED BY THIS HEADQUARTERS
Co REFUGEE RATIONS PROVIDED BY THIS HEADQUARTERS
D, WATER FOR REFUGEES PROVIDED BY IST BN STH MARINES
Lo REFUGEES TO BE NOTIFIED BY BROADCAST TO SUPPLY COOKING FACILITIES,
Fo
MEIDICAL TREATMENT FACILITIES FOR REFUGEES PROVIDED BY i

15T 34 ©TH MARINES,
G, MEDICAL EVACUATION - MO CHANGE

5, COMMAND o COMMUNICATIONS ELECTRONICS
£9 1AW REF (B2
Bo UNIT OPCON TO (/% FROM 2/9 ENTER 1/5 TAC NET AT [D2400H AUG
Co THIS ORDER EFFECTIVE VOR PLANNING UPON RECIEPT AND
XECUUUTIIOOON “AQ PROVIDED HEREIWN

ANNEXS
fio ANNEX A (OPERATION OVERLAY) ISSUED SEPERATELY
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