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1. DESI GNATI ON 

Commanding Officer 

SUBO~]nri\_l':S UNITS 

H&S Company 

Company "A" 
(OpCon 2d Bn, 9th Har, 20_;1 JU1y 1,66) 

Compan~ 1113" 

Company liCit 
(OpG.on 3d Bn, 9th Mar, 20 ,Aug 1966) 

Company "D" 

ATTACHED UNITS 

Det, Hq En, 3d NarDi v 
Det, ~isbursing Section 
Det, Postal Section 
Det, Photo Section 
Det, Corom Co (Radio Relay) 
Det h&S Co, 9th Mar (Radio Rel~) 

H&S Company (-) 1st AmTrac En 
1st PIt, Company "B", 1st AmTrac En 
3d PIt, Company "Bit, 1st .AmTrac En 
3d PIt (Rein), Company "B", 1st AmTrac En 
2d PIt, Company "C", 3d A'l' En 
3d PIt (Rein), Company "CII, 3d AT Bn 
2d PIt, Company "A", 3d Tank En (OpCon 
Company liB", 3.d Tank Bn) 
1st PIt, t;om{'any "1311

, 3d Tank En 
3d PIt (Rein), Company "Btt, 3d Tank Bn 
4th Plt, Company "C", 3d Eng En 

1st Plt (Rein), Company "C", 3d Eng Bn 
Det, H&S Company, 3d lilng Bn 
Det, Eng Support 0ompany, 3d ~ng B:n 

2dPl t, Company "D''', 3d Recon .Bn 
Det, 1st Clearing PIt (-)(Rein), Company 
11~~~~~ed Bn 
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1J ul-24Scp l'-c(;ol JONES 
?5Sep-31Deo Maj DAY 

IJul-15Jul Capt CUTCOMB 
16Jul-25Sep Capt STONE 
26Sep-lOOct 2dLt MCCLOED ' 
110ct-31Dec Capt SHAW 
lJul- 2Sep Capt VON HARTEN 
3Sep- 60ct 2dLt PACE 
-70ct-}1.]}ec Capt FESTA 
lJul- 5Sep Capt SPLEAN 
6Sep-300ct 2dLt MITCHELL 

3l0ct-31Dec Capt SAYERS 
lJul-15Jul Capt STONE 

16Jul- 80et IstLt CONNELL 
90et-;IDec Capt CURD 
IJul- 3IDee Capt KEYS 

18Sep-31Dcc 2dLt WALSH 

IJul-31Jul Capt THAMES 
IJul-31Jul 2dLt SOLLIVAN 
lAug- 31Aug 2dLt HORVATICH 
ISep-31Dec 2dLt HORVATICH 
IJul-31Aug 2dLt HOOF 
l Sep-3lDeo 2dLt RILEY 
IJul-31Aug 2dLt GARLAND 

lJul-31Aug 2dLt NAGLE 
lSep-31Dec 2dLt VOIGT 
IJul-31Jul 2dLt ARMSTRONG 
IAug-3lAug SSgt GROVE 
lSep-31Dec WO JONES 

ISep-31Dec 2dLt MURPHY 
lSep-30Sep Lt OLIVER(USN) 
10ot-31Dec Lt MCALLISTER . 

(USN) 
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Battery "D" (-)(Rein), 2d En, 12th t1a.i' 
107 Mortar Btry (Rein), 1st Bu, 12th Mar 
Det, Battery "K"', 4th En, 1?th J.Vlar 
2d Plt, 1st Armored Amphib.P1t 

2. LOCATION 
••• n 

, /.' -1' " .T;.. CAMPBELL .J.-l.i.tg-) ·,"ug c. QD u 

,lA1),g~ 31i1.ug 
lSep-31Dec ~dIJt DAVIS 

lSAug:"'21.f-\'ug :::'stLt NUGENT 
:'7Aug-lsAug Capt NAVADELL 
17Aug-18Aug Capt PYLE 
] !?-Aug"':l9A-ug 

ISep-14Nov2dLt BLOXOM 
15Nov- 31Dec 2dLt DEGENNARO 

1::3cp-31Deo Capt GUNDLACH 
lSep-31Dec Capt RICHEY 
IDec-31Dec 2dLt VOGT 

:11)eo-31Dec2d1t COTTLE 

During the reporting period the Command Post locatiqn was as follows: 
From OlOOOlH July 196~ to 312400H August 1966, VioinitY'· Hill#55, Da Nang 
TAOR, coordinates (AT:966617). DUring the period'16i80QH August to 
170600l:I August Command Post (Forward) was established at coordinates 
925526. From 170900H August to 18l~OH August, the8ommand' Post (Forward) 
was at coordinates 953548. At 181300H August, the Command Post (Forward) 
began moving back toward the Liberty bridge site .and re~rned to Hill#55 
at 18183QH August. OIOOOlli September to 281100HScpt~b~ 1966. Vicinity 
Hill#55, Da l~ang 'l'.A.oR,"ooordina:tes (AT 966617). Fr.em 281100H September 
to 0~16001 Ootober 1966 the Oommand Post wpe looated aboard the USS 
HENBICO (A:rA-45). From 0316001 OctobEw 1966 to 0223001 December 1966 
Camp Schwab, Okinawa. (Bldg 3527)'".",:~om 0223001 to 0709~OH December 1966 
location w~s abofl.l"ii tho USS ... ~AWl!iE (APA-195). From' 07090.0H December 
1966 to th", odd of the reporting 'period the Comrnimd Post .was looated 
abot\....t 't.h(;: USS IWO JINA (LPH-2), with temporary oocupancy at the SLF 
vamp, USN.B, Subic :BP-3, Republic of the Philippines. . 

3. STAFF OF.l,"Ir.ERS 

Executive Ufficer 

S-3 

S-4 

DECLASSIFIED 

IJul-26Sep Maj DAY 
27Sep-31Deo Maj HUBBARD 
IJul-15Sep2dLt PARKER 

l6Sep-30Nov lstLt RICK}10N 
IDec-31Dec 2dLt RAMIREZ 
IJul-31bug lstLt KING 
lSep-31 Dec 2dLt YAGGY 
IJul-15Sep Naj THATENmJRST 

l6Sep- 31 Dec 1\laj VON HARTEN 
IJul-15Sep Capt CUTCOMB 

16Sep-260ct Oapt SAYERS 
270ct-3lDec Capt REED 
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Dur~ng the reporting pe7::"u~c' J.8~ ~~,,·!··:-JU.::;~1~ 9th ~~:'J,;:'}.:::8~';:~'1 
invol'v'ed in three distinot:!;;~ dj.;:~':;:;-,"o.::)';;t:'i1)r;f) of Op€r.s,~i';n, 
From July through SeptembG:t' the~'8.';~>~:I:i.,m 'Nas EtctivG j.n. <:~::.e 
Da Nang TAOH, South Vietnam. L, ~)Ot!J'l-..::-w~i.on wj,th the ·D1.tkl­
ion's normal mission to secure and !lc:c:}:i.fy its ZOA.; f,;I'~]K:r. 
responsibilities to block the Song Cj'hu Bon (River) &8d. f:I:('l;il. , 
GS 9 6 5 6 to GS 9 0 5 5, prc'}j,de security for tli.9nawly 
oonstruoted MSR through the battalion IS ZOA, and provide seouri ty 
for the northern landing 9i to of. the Song ThuBan Ferry, GTid 
'Ooord. 926553 were added. The river block was.a ocomplished 
by, establi slung two conpany poai tions ?16ng the Song Thu Bon. 

, One CP was locate)d at Grid Coord. 954556, the other, at Grid 
. ,'Ooo~. 920547 • The comp'IDies in turn established separate 
,platoon posi tiona wi thin their ZOA in.orderto be . spread enough 
to cover,. the assigned ·~ea. From .theplatoon posi tiona exten":· 
sive. patrolling was conducted to prevont va infil tration or 
movement ,through the ZOA.: Security for the ferry Bite was , 
accomplished in conjunction with the river block. A reinforced 
rifle platoon was set in around the ferry landing. The platoon, 
from its pOSition; could defend the ferry eite, watch the river, 
and oonduct required patrol activity. SeCllri ty for the MSR was 
attained by extenaive patrolling near the road and by daily phy­
sical mine sweeps. The sweeps generally oonsisted of an engineer 
team of varying size escorted by one or two rifle squads. One 
check point was established on the I~ISR to count and keep track 
of passing oivilians. A third rifle oompany was located at Grid 
Coord. 968586, a strategic point on the MSR. Road seCllri W 
was one of the companY" a missions. The seouring and pacifica­
tion of the battalion ZOA was eerried out by all four rifle 
companies. From the three positions already mentioned, extensive 
patrolling of squad and platoon size was a daily oocurrenoe. 
The fourth rifle oomp any , a reserve element, also provided a 
rifle platoon for soouIi ty in the northern seotor of the battal­
ion area. As a result, 10 rifle platoons were actively patzol­
ling in the battalion ZOA when a speoial operat:i.on was not in 
progress. Frequent oounty fair operations were used in an attempt 
to ferret out VO in the area while various civio action programs 
were implemented, Two to four rlfleplatoons were usually used 
for the oounty fairs. In addition to the routine aotivities of 
the battalion, two battalion (-) operations were conducted and 
one company raid attempted. During the period contact was usual­
ly light. Squad patrols encountered light harassing aotion. 
Occassionally a platoon found the enemy willing to fight and two 
companies were mortared. The VC, however, chose to snipe and run 
during most of the reporting periodo Booby traps and mines con­
tinued to be a problem to both troops and vehicles~ pa:rticularly 
on, ~4~R~ide the MSR. Mine incidents .Mcounted for a nu:nbQr of 
troop deaths and crippled tracked vehicles. 
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Tow~d the end of ~~eJ.;~,.o.;,·l:~';, "'.",..; ... :: .• "' ai\·,;tnli 0'1 FaG ill !-:',":;2:1'U.­

tion to leave the De :::<:'~d .. ~'.:!::"J<' ,;.:: ::w a:).:". \)':;0 by -[;:;:'3.;" ,;(,':. ::~;,·~f8 . 
increased sligh~J,:y" '.:.'h·(,'::.::)::ol>.;d: S ., .. '·,'U .. .h 8 .:; f.' JGLT,;';; e.lld 
Septem1;)er the ba-Ltali:::·n .:;;)C';,";5.:;''c, .. :.j 'S!', ":'l:::.ld. c,'''', and ~.1r.~)"l::(;'78 cId 
semi-permanent posi tim1S. I~'T~.~ :,:~:u,,::+;ic::-; \-,'3,::;' ca'C'l.'ierl .]'.li; '". thtt81-
ion, company and platocn lFJ2:'.~ l"re::n Cl(";;ube~ to N,)1i'P:.~''''_:' -1;',18 

battalion refurbished and trair:C:;ll on Oi-:1:0.3.\,2, Adlr.L~LL3r,:,~cl-:::i.ve: 
matters which suffered in the combat ~C:le 'tlATe 'brou,g-:T0 coropJ.etely 
up to par. Medical and dental :ccJUt~i.!.le ::1iatte::cs 1t!ere brought \;:p to 
date. The battalion depart<Jd. Ol:iY~,'J}Nf, 1":;' th fr8S!l tl'sinGd troops 
and new or rehabilitated gear. Juring thE! mon th of DfJCember. t.11.e 
battalion engaged in training an~ rehearsal for special operations, 
with the SLF. An amphibious Exorcise (Mud PllppyII) was conducted 
on Mindoro Island, Republ':c of the Pt::'lippines. The unfavorable 
terrain interlaced wi thunfordable watercoUrse obstaCles,· proved 
highly satisfactory for indoctrination of the BLT in problem areas 
to be expected in special operations with the S1]'. The 'reporting 
period ended with BLT 1/9 embarked on board assigned shipping' 
bound for s peoial operations (Deokhouse V) in the Republic of 
Vietnam. 
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1. ]'!f. :]:;,::",'a'Qj. zattQ.l~ (~;:::.;J'::.~~,:::+:;~,_.CClrb!~L.&;1cl ~~)ie §~:?," 
. ' , 

a •. Q<;'llbat Mi6f£L011'2.l'B~~?:.L':J1c{;." ' In i:}.l..:J D';t l~"t..r"I;'l'AOIi, ::/9 
'd d b'l k' t' c' ~" T' (T' I' '., d prov~ e a 00 on 119 ,'C':,:,e:·iru .. Ien ,.Ll.l.V','''-:. a-:"'G2., prO'?,:L('l~! 

securi ty for, the MSR cut J.:;:i1;S; ·i;brc"·e;h the. 'lr:.!~ n:(11 pr.(,YITi(:!.:;';. se- , 
'our{ty for the northern 181Jding $:ite ofii:e Sc.n3'lhu·Bm, Perry. 
,As the SLF, the battalion was a mO'bile rE.;Sf":r.y,' forGe, .r:,;epared 
to be employed on command. ' ' .. 

b~Signiffcant Qperations_ 80@nIl.teCl .. o ' v.lli.:i.le thre~ opera-
; tions., Wilcox,' a oompany raid, and SvTanee were (JonducteCi d1l;ring 
'this reporting peridd, .only SWanee was' significant. 'The others 

.. yeilded nothing of significance for reporting pu:t'poses .. · Oper- . 
ation Swanee conducted from 16 Aug;"21Aug; was IIiulti-b'attalion ' 
esoort of a landing craft Me, up the Song Thu Bon River. The 
M8 made an hydrographio survey of the river while the battalions 
secured the river banks ,to insure safe pas'sage.lst Battalion, 
9th Marines~ escorted the'M8from grid :square 9954 to grid square 
925~· The job was accomplished using two rifle o~paniessu.pport­
edby a tru:ik'platoon and roW:, amtracs. 'An, initial.' search and.'olear 
was made souther the-SongThuBon River,l'ollowed by ~me oompany 
moving 9J.6ng the· river beside 'thelandihg oreit, while the other 
oonti,nued to. search inland a short distanoe. The operation met 

... ··wi th only light resistance. 'on. 17' August, a"plato'on :ot Co "C", 
. made contaot with an unkn:own nl:lmberof' VC at (AT 979530) killing 
11 ve. 'A\lH .. lE gun~i>: in supp6rt,killeda~pr9xiInat'elY. 20., more , VC. 
Company nA" t on 19 : August , in posi tion at {AT 967548) 'reoeived 

, Slinm· and 6omm. mortar fire in 9.ddi tion' to hel1VY sm9J.l arms. fire. 
Co "A", ,returned :fire- on: both oo~sions.·' '~'he' oombined yo kiils 
oame to' a' probable 25'~ .. On '20: .August, Company \I CII~' after complet­
ing a river crossing ~t(AT 961545) received heavy incoming m,or-
. tar and' small arms ffre~' In: the return of small arms and morter' 
fire a probable 5 VO were KIA. . ' , 

o. Casualties: Inhicted On The Enemv .. '::Durihg" the three 
months in which the battalion was in contact wi th th~ enemy 299 
KIA and ,41 WIA were 'suffered by theVC. In addftion, 38 'va wep:e 
captured.· . 

'd.' CaSualties Suat8.ined •. TWenty-Three (23), enliE1ted marine,s 
were killed in action d,uringthe ;reporting period., Three (:,) , 
offioers and one hundred and six (106) enlisted marines were· 
wounded inaction. In this srune :perj,od four .(4}nD.Vy enlisted 
men and 'one h)' o£fioer were woUnded in 'action. . On 2 J. September 
1966, Lt Col JmJES, the Battalion Ccmman~er, received 'a gunsh'ot 
wound through the left thigh as'he' ",asret'!lrning froma..'"l 'inspec.,. 
tion tour of frontline posi tions. The Colonel.was med:"'syaced. 
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e. New ~c.hniq;L8f:~~piill?r;y~~,' 0PPT2oUon Mud P'lPPY II, conductod 
on Mindoro I sla;'lc.1 PSI .,'t:' i,e of the ?lC;,~ :'r,-,j.ne.:::; ;::r'~'\Iid8d the train­
ing vehicle to intrc6:; .. ;,::: the new t8cl.l~;,(.:.~18S u." rl vQ~-5ne operations 
and the use of lig:.lt pJ.[1stic assault boass -;lit~1 'o'JtL':u:'d motors. 
'lhese techniques were soon to be emjJloyed in GIJGcial '')j)8.t'C1tions in 
the ~epublic of Vietnam. 

f. Command Relations. On 1 July 1966, 1/9 was OPCON 9th Marines~ 
This relationship continued until 3 Ootober when the battalion enter­
ed a training and rehabilitation phase, OPCON RLT-26 at Camp Schwab, 
Okinawa. On 2 December 1966 the battalion was committed to the SU'; 
OBeON TG 79.5 through the remainder of the reporting period. 

g. Eguipment. Three new i tGIIlS of equipment have been inte­
grated into the battalion, they are the AN/P.R.C-25. radio, the Star­
light Scope, and the Light Plastic Assoul t Boats with outboard 
motors. 

h. Logistics. During the reporting period logistics support 
included delivery of supplies and eqUipment by surface and air 
means. .iJuring the battalion I s rehabilitation phase, logistic support 
included the coordination and assistance in the repair and resupply 
of combat essential equipment/supplies. All debarkation and embark­
tion procedures were directed and assisted by the S-4 staff. 

i. Civic Action. liur~ng the period in which 1/9 wa.s operating 
in the Da :Nang TAOR an active civic action program was in effect, 
Primexy methods used included medical assistance provided by navy 
corpsmen, county fair operations including Fsy.Ops warfare teams, 
andindividual effort on the company level. No.further civic action 
in Vietnam was undertaken. During the BLT stay in the Aepublic of 
the Illiilippines. a oi vil affairs team visi ted the villAge of Na.gi.ba 
and provided medical treatment as well as gifts of dolls, ealt, 
soap, and vitamins. ~etween 1 July and 31 December 1966,2400 indig­
enous persons received medical treatment and 68 were.med-evaced. 

j. Administration. Nothing significant to report. 

k. Personnel. Detailed personnel data is contained in thp, fLl 
journals submitted with nonthly Command Chronologies during th~ 
reporting period. In the 'six months covered by this repo:t't 11 
officers and 366 enlisted marines Here dropped, while 29 officers 
and 733 enlisted marines were joined. 

1. Intelligence. During the reporting period a continuing 
effort was made in psychologJ,c2.1 warfare. '1'he efforts included, 
the I Corps Psy-Ops Field Deta~hment broadcasts, aircraft broad­
cast over th e ZOA, broadcast by bntt~lion and regimentpl iJ;. tGr­
preters, and speeches to the people by the VillBG9 chiefs ar:d 
ralliers from the hamlets. 
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Faoe-to-faoe p~su~sion was c on::"ucted .by·c<?~panie·s'i'-c ·th,~;field. 
While operating i:q ,ttle 9th Mar. Regt~. Z9A,. 'niines CO!;;:;:"'~';.c,d t.") be 
the: biggest, U. S. casUal ty producer; '_There were twc·incidentE!. 
of VO ter·rorists ac,ti vi ty.<ln thiilth.e :ZQA.'·Thi:pteen ';iYilia:ns 
were killed and one-rlllage waeb.~ed in 14ese i'ricf':0!J. ts.· 
One rallier'sUrrendered, to the ,bAttalion. While the batt'alion 

. was oornmi tted' to.: th~ ,SLF" intelligence~ effor1a3'wered{=octed .. 
towards the ,gathering and dissemination 'of iriforniation. concern-

'" ing planned op~ati9ru:i, in RVN~'..· .' .' ' " .-'>~.~ ,:,..,:. 
. ., , '. 

. ' .. , " .. '}_:" ,,,," '.: ",'. .. .. .. , 
.m.. ComIinmiQf)tigna •.. During the report:i;ng,.:periocl· the battalion 

" employed .wire,ra410 and.- radiQ: relay'wi tnou·t· d£t'fioUi~y~ ,New ,radio 
. operators"'were' ·trained inuse·o.f eqtiipmelltand .prooedures .to be 
used:in the .battalion. . '. '. " ..... :. .. ., ..... , 

. ' . 

n~ ·Weafuer •. ~ile operatiti~ :tn:the'9th :Marine'~iegt.TAqR 
·the \leather was typioal of theseographic location and ~eason~ 
extremely hot, humid and subject, to occ~ssionSl cloudb~8t8. . . ~. . . , . , . . 

o. Fire Suppgr;l. Artilla:r;r was employed' on targets of op­
portunity, in the preparation ot the attackj and seizure of company 
size objectives, on known enemy mine fields, on counter-mortar mis­
sions, and in the restriction of enentr movement at night through 
harrassment and interdiotion fires. Each unit in the battalion 
was provided with lion call" fires and the registra.tion of these 
was enoouraged. Every opportuni ty was taken to assess and retine 
m.ethods of ooordination with SAOO and all FSOC operations. Due 
to-the SLF oommit1ment, speoial attention \las given to problem 
areas unique to amphibious operations. Of interest during the 
reporting .periodwas the employment ot a l05mmhwitzer o£bat­
tery 1ID",e. ina direc·t fire :mi'ssion'insupport of operations ·loos.­
ed withintlie battalionCPoomplex., These dir'ect 'fire missions 
wer:e" charaoter:i.zed· by an intense volume 'offire· direoted 'on,:tsx­
gets with aninoreassd degree .of aoouraoy. ,The direct fire was 
'employed within 35'meter's'of frlendly troops ,and all types of 
·fuzes andishells were .used.. N.o, ;f'riendly c·asual·ties wereinourred. 

. :~ .. 

; ,.,,~p.·.··Air Support., .. Air 'SUpport during this period was charac­
terized by extensive use of helicopter medevacs, the use of air­
borne. ob_~~ry~s,J'!l .. 9.1-E' s:,and UH.,.lE':s,.and .;tl1e use of.helioopters 
to.,tr.~spo~;t .. ~d"resupply.troops. ,Inaddition, 'a·'.limited l1lIIIlber: 
.9ff'ix13!lwing airsj;rikes.w.e~e· .oonduoted.' .. , 0 .. 47 Dragon Ships were 
,~se,d ~toprovide,: illumination axl.d fire support on two occasions. 

q. Aative,tion§!Dg,a.c:-tivati-mUledemmations;;;' The task organ­
i~~tion, fo~a.:BUI' was· designa,te<i':an.a On. :28'; peptembe:r' 1966, ;BLr,r 
119:·w:~s .. ac;ti v,~t,e~ and .embarke<i 9n·assigned ,'shipping. bound"for 
Okinawa.' . 

',", ... 
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r. Training -Conducted l;,1hnc i~Q~~ __ COlll:-n:i.Hed :tOComl;E~; Dur-

ing the months ofOctob~r and F078111h8r' emphasiswas-p:,,.,-;,-:_,, 'll)Oil. 

training and rehabilitation of thebe.ttalion. Genera!. t!;:l1i tru:,y 
Subjeot Pro fici enoy Tests, -PhySical Readiness -Tests, and S'..rirri-
ming Qualificati.onTests were oondtictedduring' the rtCporting., 
period.' Weapon 'straining included f~iliari2'-ation firing ,of, 
all individu.al weapons, extensive trai:rrlng, and firing of 91.1' 
crew served weapons except the 60mm Mortar. No training ammu:hi­
tion - wa.s available for the 6omniMortar. Throughout the report­
ing period a conoentrated effort Was made tOward small uni t taotics 
al).d specialty training such as: Counter o,ierri11a Warfare, Demo­
li tions, Land Mine Warfare, Jungle Lane,:.and TrJ3,pLine.In addi­
tion to the above training, Companies '~A:1f&"B!I, r?cei ved instruction 
in Amphibious Raid Techniques while Companie"s: IIC"&"D", received 
introductory· type training in the useo.! rubber assaul t boaDs. 
Formal school training was attended by 103, en~isted and 8 officer 
personnel'-

'\ '. 

": ! 

'J .~. v' 

", '. 

{ -
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PART. IV 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

1. Journals o! the staf! sections tor the period co;ered by the 
semi-annual Oommand Chronology have been submitted with the 
monthly chonologies ,of the period. 

2.. DSi Loo l(p,p, Sheet namber 6640 IV 

1),l3.l .Lc·c lt~x;~ ~~bGr:·; ·t~ Y·l(.l.~~:t;(:\.;;'· 6r;:~f.C; 1'\:" 

l>. fA P-~T COrN WILCOX} 
'~ O1i1~o (o~ OADeR -Bi'®8 ~) 

II 
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HEADQU lffi'fillRS 
9TH Marines 

3d I'larine Division (Rein) Fl'lF 

• 
c/o FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

From; 
To: 

Commanding 0 fficer 
Commanding General, 3d J.Vlarine Division 

Subj: lISter Action Report, Operation "lILCOX 

3/'VVp/krc 
16 August lij666t c:" .,.. e 22:- -- G-~ ",-- ~ - ti~. 100. 

Ref: (a) DivO 3100.1A ~ 

(1) After Action Report operatio~ 
In accordance with reference Ca), enclosure (1) is 

Enel: 

1. forwarded. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
1st Battalion, 9th J.1arilles 

3rd Marine Division (Rein), EMF 
FPO San Francisco 96602 

CCNFIDENTIAL 

3:KIJ:r:rgs 
03100 
13 Aug 1966 

Fran: 
To: 

Cammanding Officer,' 1st Battalion, 9th Marines 
Commanding Officer, 9th Marines 

Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report 

'~ Ref:' Re~enta1 Operations Order 401-66 

fuel: Commanders Narrative and Analysis 

1. Code Name. 'Operation vJILCOX 

2. Dates of Operation. 11 August 1966 

. 3. Locati~. Area known as DUC KY in 1st Battalion, 9th.lJIarines ZOA. 
Bounded onriortheast by SONG AI NGHIA, on the. s'Quth by the SONG LA THO, 
and on the east by railroad track approximately GS 9861. 

4. Cantrol~~qmmand Headguarters. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

e. 

1st Batta1io;~ 9th Marines (-) 

Company "All (-) 1st lID, 9th Harines 

Company liD", 1st En, 9th Marines. 

Company "m (-), 3rd En, 9th Marines 

Company tlE", 2d En, 9th Marines 

5. Task Organization. 

2d Battalion, 12th Marines 
Detachment 3rd ITT 
Detachment 3rd CIT 
Detaclunent u. S. A. Psyivar Team. 
Section of Scout Dog Company 

LtCol J<l>1ES 

Capt VCN HARTEN 

Capt KEYES 

Capt NAVP.JJELL 

lstLt V.lERDOCK 

6. Intelligence. Prior to the operation, it was believed that approx­
imately 25. VC guerrillas and many VC cadre and sympathizers were living 
in the oPerating area. The area was also suspected of being a safe area 
and storage area. ~ve were unable to patrol it as much as desired and 
necessaryJdue to troop commitments in other areas. The operation netted 
7 va confirmed and 12 VCS, ·many of which were reported to be VC cadre 
and local guerrillas. 
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It is believed the reason more VC were not captured was because the 
people in the area .reportedly had advance \\rarning of the operation. 
No equipnent, weapons, or documents were captured. The people, from 
the objecttve area, were collected int.o an.assembly area and subjected 
to intensive Psy-\iiJar indoctrination. They had av.plained the reason for 
the operation, the reason for U. S. units in the area, and the inevitable 
defeat of the Viet Cong was stressed. 

7. Mission. At 110630H August, attack in ZOA to search out and destroy 
elements of VC main force and local force units, their positions, bunkers 
and tunnel complexes. 

S. Concept of Operation. DEL'l'A TANGO Plt, and 1st Plt, Company "I", 
3rd Battalion, 9th Haril1es, block on SONG AI NGHIA. Company "All to 
block on SONG LA THO. Company "Dfl .. 1st Battalion, 9th Vlarines and 
Company liE" 2d Battalion, 9th Harines to first cordon, then, on order 
sweep west through DUC KY area. All units to be positioned during 
the hours of darkness and by Il0530H. 

9. Execution. 

100105H Received Operations Order 401-66 

101200H Issued ~ag Order 

101200H Assumed Op Oon Company III".. 3rd Battalion, 9th lvIarines 

I02400H Assumed Op Con Company IIEtt.. 2d Battalion, ,9th I,rarines 

100400H All units· on move into cordon positions. 

110550H All units in positions cordon complete. Holding sweep 
for Psy;:·Jrfar'Team:. ;-.. 

110650H Company IlDI1, 1st Battalion, 9th ~1arines, and Company flElI, 
2d Battalion, 9th Narines crossed line of departure. 

11l100H Company liE", 2d Battalion, 9th Marines, having been 
pinched out of svTeep~ was chopped to parent organization. 

11114DH Company uDII, 1st Battalion, 9th Marines resupplied "lith 
L~O pounds C-4 by foot (helicopters not immediately avail~le). 

11l520H Company "DtI, 1st Battalion, 9th Harines arrived at final 
phase with approximately 250 civilian stragglers. 

1116)OH All Vietnamese released to return to their respective 
living areas. Sweep completed. 
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111700H All Marine lll1its returned to preassigned areas. 

121200H Operation \vilcox ended officially. 

l2l520H Ccmpany "IH was chopped to parent organization. 

10. Results. 

a. Friendly Personnel Losses. 

(1) Two men :-nA minor (I-surprise firing device, M-26 and 
1-punji stake) 

b. Enemy T.osses. 

(1) Total number Vietnamese at collection point, approximately 
. MO. 

(2) VC 'V',llA (confirmed) captured-3. 

(3) vce captured-4. 

(4) vcs detained-12. 

To.tal-19. 

c. Installations and fortifications destroyed. 

(1) Blll1kers 123 

(2) Tlll1nels 2 over 10 foot long 

0) Fighting Holes 12 

(4) nmji traps 2 ,,>lith secondary explosion 

(5) Hines and booby traps 2 

11. Arumo and Demo expended. 

In sweep area: 1140 pounds C-4 and TNT 

In support of blocking forces: 110 rOlll1ds 105mm 

liS rOlll1ds 155mm 

360 rounds Slmm 

DECLASSIFIED 
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575 rounds 7.62 

550 rounds M-60 

60 rounds ~i-79 

(Sane 25 to 30 rounds small arms and 1 H-79 (4Omm) round \vas ex­
pended into sweep area by e""pany "A" reetting in the 3 vee wounded) 

/J fCftnv'? .. 9R' E JONES 
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12. Coriunander I s Analysis. At 0550 all units were in position to 
cordon the. village of DUe KY, with Comp8lly liD" and Company "EII in 
the eastern position and prepared to search and clear on order from 
east to'west. All units were ordered to hold until the Psychological 
Helicopter arrived and had passed the word for all villagers to move • p '~I¥ 
west tow8rd Hill 55 and cross foot bridge in that vicinity. The \ ~1 V l' 
helicopter was late, then flew at an altitude so great that he could D ,l.ul 
not be heard from the gro1illd. That portion of the Psychological Nar 
effort was secured, and the s\veep forces were ordered to commence , 
the sweep at 0650. Their orders were to search out and destroy all 
ve forces, facilities and fortifications to include family type 
bunkers, trench and tunnel s~Tstems, punji pits, mines, and booby 
traps. T'l-10 houses "rere booby trapped a.."ld Viers ::,lointed out to the 
troops by Vietnamese in the area. Same six to seven hundred civilians 
voluntarily came across the foot bridge, 1-rhile approximately 200 
i'rere forced aeross by the sweeping forces. All Vietnamese civilians 
>vere assembled at the collection point. Hed-Cap was performed by' the 
Battalion Surgeon and his staff. Cbe hundred children, 50 females 
and 25 males were treated. Over gOO pounds of rice was distributed 
to the people along with 5 boxes of soap, 1 box of canned goods, 2 
boxes of toys, 1 box of clothing and 1 box of candy. A Psychological 
War program was. conducts-d by the 1st Corp Amy Psychological War team 
and Vietnamese goverment officials from-THANH S<li! and KY ~rrNH villages. 
The theme stressed was the inevitable defeat of the Viet Cong and the 
return of GVN influence to the area. At 1630H, all Vietnamese were 
allowed to return to their village. During the operation, two Marines 
were slightly "rounded. One stepped on a steel punji stake and one 
tripped an M-26 frag grenade rigged with a tr;p wire. Though no 
action or no contact "'Tas made by the sweep _force, Company "A", while 
moving into its blocking position, encountered some resistance in . 
the form of harrassmg and sniper fire. During daylight hours, while 
in their block, a total of seven artillery missions and six 8lmm. mortar 
missions were fired during .fn-e24 hour period.. AO was r'equested and 
upon arrival searched several GS south and reported several groups of 
10 1:{-p 20 all were moving south but was unable to identify any weapons. 
One difficulty encountered was that the detachment from ITT and CIT 
secured about 1430H and were not available when the sweep force brought 
in scme 200 stragglers. Hm'leyer, the Battalion 5-2, Regimental. 
Interpreter and local village chiefs screened, and were able 'to find, 
2 VCS in this particular group. Although the number of identified VC 
picked up was small, they were identified because of positive sources, 
2nd in 7 instances, admitt.ed immediately their VC affiliation. The 
area searched and cleared has been a source of considerable harrass­
ment to the Hill 55 complex, as well as a suspected VC haven. The 
operation is considered to have been successful, aside from theVC 
and VC suspects apprehended, in that we demonstrated to the local 
villagers that no area is "safe" or a IIhaven" for VO forces. 
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(';~ n1AV1 
FIttS! ~MRINES 
:;,}HRD MtUH NES 
H!ElF!H filAR I {liES 
llHRD AMRRAC BN 
'1l'lHRD l'ANK BN 
!l-1IRD AT BN 

.THIRD ENGR BN 

ZNYSSSS 
00 g 09li 100Z AUG 66 

/ ~i'f'~ NINTH MARBlES 
I *1'u lErJlfHis"i Br.JtHN'fH i"iA~1INES 

ZE rJlSECO ND B iii NI NTH :>lAR I rJ2S 
/... ZE[\)4/THIRD aN ~HNrH iilARINES 
/.' Ii·)fO CG II I i'lAf 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

'.CHRD ~iARDl V 
CG Fr·M~} 
!7lRSr ~l,ARINES 
llEfW ~1Aln NES 
1l'UELFHl (\~r-!RHlES 
ZWN/SECOND BN TWELfTH MA~lNES 
'HJIRD M·1RR.BIC B ~j 
'Ill = R D l' A N'l( B [I] 
TW:RD AT BN 
l' H X R D E NG R B [oJ 

BR 
~ SECRET 
~ ~O? ORDl!:R LJ((n~66 ...J' 

, 

lc DIV Of ORU~R 343 0 65 

PAGE TWO BI4R SEC R E ! 
8 0 REGTL ORDER 300002C 

., 

Cr'MAPg VIETNAM IeEE 1950 n000 SERIES L 7014 SHEEIS 6640 IV 
TASK ORGANIZATION . 

, 

, 

, 

~CO(l'JMArm GOUP FIRST 8N NINTH MAlHf~ES 
tJ RIFLE CO AST BN 9TH MARl [~ES 
A RIFLE CO (0) 1ST BN 9TH MARINES 
~ R 1F1.. E CO 2 ND B ~j 9TH iViA!1 HlES 
rRII'LE co SD BN 9TH ~1t\.RHJES 

co -a (~) 

D AM'ifRAC EN (OS) 
CO B(=) 3D IK EN (DS} 
1ST PLY CO C 3D ENGR BN CDS) 
DEI ITI TEAM CDS) 
PLY CO C AT Br~ <D5$£0 S!IUATION 

". 

A. ENEMY FORCES ~ SEE CURREN! INTSUMS AND PIR@S 
B" FRIENDL'l FORCES It 

. . ~ n 2D BN n21H i'if.:lRHlES DJ \ SfT.;, - JRY 4TH BN 2TH MARINES 
GEN SPI REIN WEE lAW HE? (A 

(2) n SA' C~A~i ?RO VY DE !fJ[DE f\ il5: i L n~. S..EBW,s to N ~ 
,.~," •.. :,!r:f'Ii"',."':j-.". A (' ••• ·.O'I'f,,·iV~.",.".;,·\D ·'};7~~fli'1fOj~,,:7" ,.Po. ,-...,'''1 ..,.,- OO'liES'~ I"C ·,-.,;;,-.-.~rj r.J,,\~" .., _ 1 f 'II ! •. _L'¥YIr7·;U~. ___ ...:,..~ ,,1 .. ....... 1 .. •• ,. J ",",,_""l ~l~ ~~.I' 
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FAG:;: THREE B 14R SEC RET ~ 
REQUESTED.. ~ 

(3) DETACHMENT D INTERROGAYOR-TRANSLTOR TEAM~ ASSIST IN . ~ 
SCREENHJG VIEnU~MESE ClVIiUt~1\IS AT COr~MECrION POINT.. "-' 

( (4)H DETACHMENT 3D COUNTER -INIELlEGINCE TEAMp EXPLOIT ON THE . ~ 
/ SPOT HJ!ELLIGENCE SOURCES~ EG vec\) vcs " 
;- ~o MISSION" AT JHllS312lH 'lJ ~.!Jf.1UST ,~"f"i'Act{ HI rof.\ 1'0 SEARCH OUT AND "-

DESTROY ELEMENTS Of' VC fVJAXf\I FORCE MlD LOGAL fiORCE UNITS e THEIR POS .. l'lC~1\ 
BlHlXER SAND lU MNEl CO MPLE;~ES ~ ~ 
.3 rn EXECUVI0 ill "- . 

AI> COr-1CEP'Jf OF' OPERA'HOI'!," PRIOR TO F'YRST 0 tIGHT POSl1!O[~ A l' 'X' ACW, NG "-~ 
FORCES AND BLOCKING FORCES ~jS HO'tiEE SH01JH.J H) (.(\!'>H1EX A) . ~ 
OPER/-1TKONS OVERLAY" AT FIRS); LIGHT PSV ~.If1R AIRCRAFT ~JIll "- . 
f.H~('IOUNCE IHORUGHOU1 THE AHEfl OF OPERATIONS THE COLLECTION :'OHll For; . ~ 
~t:. CIVILIANS Hi AHEA .. ,8'lt fI ~.!Zl630H P'UG 1ST BN 91fH ~1ARHJES " 
AT~ACI(S TO ~JEST 1.'!I:n{ 2 R'IFLE COr'IPANIES Hl ASSIGNED ZOA 1'0 '\..". 
DES],FWV ENEMY AND POSITIOi'lS THEREIN~ "-~ 

Bo sST EN 9TH i~ARINES ~ 
(D PROVIDE ONE RiFLE CG:rIPMlY WEINF) ONE RIFLE COMPNY ,~",,) REIN;" " 

AND A CO~li"l(.jND GROUP !N E}(EGtJ1IO!J nus ORDER® . ~ 
(2) CO[mUC1 OPERATKOSN Hi;!] ANNE~~ PI OPERA'nON o VERI... f.\V " ~ 

APGE FOUR B[4R SEC R E l' 
(3) ASS!J[~E OPCON or~E (D RIFLE CO 3D BN 9TH fvlARINES AT 

, 101200H AUGUST " " "-~" (4) ASSlJifJE OPCOf~ ONE (D RIFLE CO 2D BN 09TH MARINES 
, T AT 102400H AUGUSTo 
, (5) PRO VI DE SECUR lTV ELEil1EN! FOR CO NDUCT OF PSY ~IJAR 

OPERATIONS AT CIV COLLECTION POINI~ 
(6) ESTABLISH AID STATIO['l FOR CIVILLINA COOQ COLLEcnON PIS BV 

063/.3H' 

~ 
"-
" O?ERAnO~ ~ 

POSy tHH1S " 

(7) REQUEST AIR SUPPORT lAW REF (A)Q 
(8) CHOP UNITS TO pl\REWr ORGANIZATiON ON CO~lPlETION OF 

VlJ (9) REPORT COfn,PLE'HO N 0 CCUPAT 10 N ATTACK AND SLO CK HlG 

l1Q; SPOT REPORTS AS REQUIREDo ~ 

~ 
~ 

tHIS HQa 
(10') REPORT CROSSING LOD 
(11'» MAKE HOURLY SrT REPORTS THIS 

Co 2D BN 9TH r1ARINES 
'-? (0 AT i0433 H)2L100 AUG CHOP R RIFLE COt'lPM)Y OPCON TO 1ST EN 91j1 
, i"Itm I NES 

OD 3D BN 9IH MARINES 
.~ (D AT HH200H AUGUST CHOP 0 NE RU'I...E CO lfiP Mft opeD N 
. 10 1ST BN 9TH MARINES 

Eo COOEDINATHJG INSTRtJCTKOl\~S '!l!efitK 
{D DltREC1 u:r~YSO 1',) C~p~fHZElbp'ET.!;J\2:OCJbp(w ~JIZ;l\!IO r\iS'~~ 
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'r\HIS COMr~ANDo 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
(2j PSV ~.!AR EFFORT !N SUPPORT THIS OPERA'HO N 

CONDUCTED 1'1115 HQo HElO BROtlDCASTS TO BE CONDllCTED FROM 
U0GnSH 0 10 R ft0630H AUGUst" SU8SEQUENTLY PSY NAR INDOCl'RIi'UnHHJ 
CONDUCT trr CIVCOI..LECIIO~l POINT LOCATION SHO~JN ON ANNEX A 
OPERATIONS OVERLAY o 

(3) THIS OPERATION EXPECTED 10 BE ONE A[[ DAY DURArION~ 
C4j RULES OF ENGAGEMENT lAW REF ACA) 

(5) INSURE ELEMENT OF SURPRISE MAINTAINED@ 
(6) DIRECT SUPPORT UNIts PROVIDE SUPPORT AS REQUESTEDo 
1 (7' FIRE SUPPORT COORDINATION 
Ao RESTRiCTIVE FIRE ZONE WILL BE UNDER THE 

CONTROL OF fSCC 1ST BN 9TH MARINES 
SO) FC1.. ES'IABLISHED AS SHOvlN (ANNES iU 01"ERA!IONOVERLAY 
Co ON CAtt FIRES PLANNED H~ CONJUNCTION ~JI1'H CO NeE?! 

OF OPE}(AIION., , 
Da 2D BN 12TH MARINES PROVIDES ARTILLERY SUPPORT 

REGWESTS m-'l'rv L p 4TH 'llN fi n2'IH MARINES SUPPORT OPERATIO N 
Eo QB! BN 9TH MMIINES FO es SEND FIRE REQUESTS TO 2D BN R21H 

MARINES BIRV L MONITOR M326 FOR FIRE REQUESTS" 
50 ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS c 

PAGE SIX B14R SEC RET 
A9~& LOGISTIC SUPPORT FOR tACTICAL UNI1fS THROUGH 1ST BN 

9TH ~1ARINES 

8 ~ SHIIL !fER TENTS) fOR R EF'UG EES PRO VIDEO BY nns HEADQUARTERS 
Co REFUGEE RATIONS PROVIDED BY THIS HEADQUARTERS 
j)" I:JATER fOR REFUGEES PHD VI DED BY ~ST B N 9TH MAR I illES 
E® REFUGEES TO BE NOTIFIED BY BROADCAST to SUPPLY COOKING 
FQ 

FACILITIES,) "'-

MEDiCAL TREATMENT FAClilITiES FOR REFUGEES PROVIDED BY i 

lSI BN 9TH MARINESe 
Sa MEDICAL EVACUATION - NO CHANGE 

5 .. COl\m\6lND co COM~lUNICAIHH)S ELECTRO~HCS 
1J:9 1MJ REF ((B) 

"'­
"'­
"'­
"'-,.'\ 

8" IHHl OpeD r~ TO 119 FF~O f1 2/9 ENTER US l' AC NET AT Ul2il01ZlH 
Co nus ORDER EFFECTIVE VOR PLANNING UPON RECIE?! AND 

AUG " "'-EXECUUUIXIOOON AAS PROVIDED HEREIN 
ANNEX~ 

A" A NNEX A (OP ERATIO [IJ 0 VERLAY) ISSUED SEPERiHEL Y 
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