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From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, 9th Marines (attn: S-3)

Subj: Command Chronclogy: 1-31 August 1966
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(c) Regt0 5750.1
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COMMAND CHRONQOLOGY
1-31 Aueust 1966

PART T: ORGANIZATICNAL DATA
PART TI: CENEPAL CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS NURING REPORTING PERICD
PART III: SENUBKNTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

iPART IV: SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
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PART T: ORGANIZATIONAL DATA -

1. Reporting Unit. Tst Battalion, 9th Marines

2. Location of Command- Post.. OLOO01H Ausust to 312 :
" Com 00H
1966:  Vieinity Hill 55, DANANG TAR, coordln'—wteSB(A'# 96"6?;_1;1)51;

Nurirg the period 1619‘001-{ Mpuoyv @ 1
(Forward) was established at coordlnazes 92%5@“ pommi%oeq t
August. to 181300 August, the Command Post (Forward) was at coordi-
mates 953548, At 181300 fugust, the Cormand Post (Forward) hepan
moving back toward the Liberty bridee site and rsturned to Hill 55
c’lt 181830 August

3, DPeriod Covercd bv remort.. 131 aupust 3966

he Commanding Officer and Staff

Commanding Officer : LtCnl JONES
Executive Officer M- DAY

S-1 2dLt PARKER
S=2 st KING
5-3 Maj THATENHURST
S=4, -~ CUTCOMB

5« Principal Subordinate Unitsg,
H&S Comnany _ Capt S‘I‘ONE

Company "AM Capt VONHARTEN
Com»any "B e Capt SPLEAN
Comvany "C" (OnCon 3d Bn, 9th Mar 20 Aug 1966) lstIt CONNELL
Commany "N ‘ ' Caot KEY5 - -
3d Flt. Comvany "B"; 1lst Amtrac Bn. 2dLt HORVATICH
2d P1t; Commany "C"; 3d AT Bn. - 2dLt HOOx
238 Fit, Comvany ”A" 3d Tank Bn, (ODCon Comvany - 241t GARLAND

' "B', 3d Tenk Bn) .
1st Plt; Commany "B”, 3d Tank Pn. 2dLt NAGLE
4th Dlt Commany “"C", 3d Fng Bn o SSet CROVE
FO Team D Battery, 24 Battalion, 12th Marines 241t CAMPBELL

Commany '"C", 9th MT Battalion (4 Trucks)

Comnany "“", 2d RJtallon, 3d Marines (OoCon 18-21  1stIt NUGENT .
- 21 Aug 1966) .

Commany "I'; 3d Bn; Oth Mar (OnCon 17-182 Aug 1966)  Cant NAVADELL

Commany "L", 3d Bn, 9th Mar (OpCon 17 August) Capt PYLE

2d Troov, z,th Cav Regt (OpCon 18-19 bug 1966)

6, Comrand Structure, 1-31 Aupust 1966, OnCon 9th Marines with
responsibilitv for ¥orthern sector of the 9th Marines zone of Action,
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. Average SQI'@U

Officers USMC: 33
Officers USN: 3
™listed USMC: 955
Tnlisted USN: 53

h for Montr of Aurust.
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PART TT: GENWRAL CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS

J. T I O; N PERI@‘-

Muring the renorting veriod, the Battalion was resvonsible fon-the
northern nortion of the 9th Marines zone of actions This respon- -

sibility included the occunation, defense, and denial of VC influence

into the area; establishment and maintenance of .a reconnaissance
network; offensive omerations, both in and outside the Battalion -
area of resnonsibilitv; blocking and den—ing the use of the SNG
THU BCON to the VC in the 9t Marines zone of action; provided securitwv
for engineer construction units; provided seenPit for bridre and
water noint on SONG AT NGIIA, ferrv site, and 14.CM beaching moint on
the SONG THU BCNy malntalned river t'r’af'f‘lc control noints on the SNG
AT NGHIA, malntalred traffic control noints at junction of Iiberty
road and- Route 14; provided siooort- of macification orograms as
directed, and nrovided one comnan~ as Perimental reserve, This'
resovonsibilitv was accomnlished bv means gf’comnan" and vlatoeon
size search and clear onerabtions and asgresaive watrol and ambush’
activity of nlatoon and smuad size in an attemnt to saturate the
Battalion zone of action. The continued develoment and imnrove-
ment of semi-vermanent nositions assiemed within the zone .of action
has rrogressed steadilv, Because of the basic mission and the almost .
continuous emnlovment of 'all overational forees the formal training
effort was necessarilr limited, Durineg the raoortlnp period Comnany
"MD" was assigmed as Battalion/Regimental reserve. Throughont the
renorting vericd two rifle Commanies onerated in the area south of :
route 14 and north of .the SONG THU BON while one rifle Comnany oner-
ated north of the SONG AI NCHMIA 4n the Rattalion zone of action.
The area south of the SONC AI NGHIA-and north of Route 14 nommally *
covered hv the fourth rifle commanv, due to omerational c0mm1tments,
was covered hv one nlatorn for a total of 15 davs. All units were
involved in a deliberate and detailed clearing of VC forces and the
complete destruction of VC fortifications, and influence within the
assiened Z0NA. Continued emrvhasis is nlaced on complets demoliticn
and destruction of all actual or notential V€ tactical locales with
orimary emvhasis on reduction of Y€ trenches, tunnels, caves, and
familv tvoe bunkers. ™ 3 August, Comnanv "A'" conducted a pomula-
tion sween in Commany "A" area of responsiblitv which resulted in-
the collection of 2000 Vietnamese, and the canture of 3 VCC females.
On 031200H the boundary between this Battalion and 2d Battalionm, :
1st Marines was changed to include a slieht addition to this Battalions
zone of action on the eastern boundarv, - Cne nlatoon from Comnany "D
conducted blocking nositions on the east side of the SONG YAN for
Commany "L', 3d Battalion, 3d Marines from 0A070CH-071800H. During -
the period 061700 to 071200 Comvany "A", supnorted bv tanks and LVT'S,
conducted a raid south of the SCNG& VU GIA vicinitv 0S (AT 9053) des-
troving VC forces, fortifications, facilities and influence in the
area.,
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Uurlng‘mﬂ?ﬂkndﬁd 101200H to 111700H this Rattallon conducted omer-
ation WILCOX in accordance with Repimental Operatioh: Order 401-66

in the area known as DUC KY in‘lst Battalion, 9th Marines zone of
action, Op Con of Comnany "In,. 3d Batbalion, Oth"Marines was held
from 101200H to 111520H; Comnanv wi 2d Battalion, 9th Marinhes from
102400H to 111100H for Operation’ JILGOX -Muring the Period 16 Avpust-
21 August the Battalion conducted a search and” cledr. boeratlon in
conwunctlon with Oreration SYANKEE in the’area’ solth - ‘of the SONG TH"
BOK "in “accordance with Op Order 120-66, ..Op Con ‘of “Cémpany "EM, 2d
Battallon, 3d: Marines was held from 161125H to 211000H Oh Con. Ccmpanyf
I, 3d Battalion, 9th Marines was held from 1704004 £o 180825H, ~ Op:
Con Company L', 3d Battalion, 9th Marines was held from 170400 to
1717508, Op Con Detachment, 2d Troop, hth Calvarv Pepgiment was held
from 1718304 to 191020H. OD Con IPM-B was held from 180700H to
2006004. Chonned Om Con Commany "CU, 1st Battallon, 0th Marines to
3d Battalion, 9th Warines from 200600H £o 202000H, Three Countv
Fair operations 24, 25, and 26 have been eonducted on a continuing.
basis since 23 August in the Battalions ZOA north of SONG AT VEHIA
with Commany "A" as cordon forcé and.2d Company, Ath Battalion, 5lst
ARVN Regiment as search element. Drring the revorting vericd one
platoon of RF and one nlatoon of PF have operated with two forward
Companies, Thev are rotated to DAI LOC on a weekly: basis., These -
Combined operations have proven to bhe verv satisfactory.  From 3.
August until the end of the revortine neriod, Scout Dogs,: varving

in number from two to ewght were emnloved w1th the rifle comvanies
of this Rattalion with verw successful results. These Scout Dogs
were obtained from the Scaut Dog Platoon, 1st M, P. Battallon, 3rd
Marine Division. Yy o
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OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1, Personnel, Detailed personnel data is contained in the S-1
Journal submitted as a su»porting document. This Battalion had a
slight increase in strength during this nerlod/’ .During this veriod
there were O officers and 5 enlisted Marines KTA and .22 enlisted
WIA, -This Battalion rotated O officers and 18 enlisted Marines to
CONU'S, and O officers and 13 enlisted Marines transferred bv Service
Pecord,  Replacements of 1 officer and 62 enlisted Marines were )
received, Sixty-three Marines were afforded the onnortunit+ to RE&R.

a, Three officers and Nine enlisted Navy renlacements receiyed;
3 officers and 3 enlisted Navy were lost due to transfers. Three S
Navy personnel were afforded opnortunity for R&R. Durlnn the '
there were O officers ané 1 enljsted Nz avy WA :

2. A;dmlnlstratlon. Nothmg 51gn3_f1cant' to reoort.

3. ntelllgence. During the month of August, enemv activitv in the T
ZOA was limited -to harrassing tactics hv less than squad 51ze guerllla e
forces except for the following larger contacts: -

2. (n 14 August in the vicinity of (AT 974574, Comhany ngh made
contact with. 15=20 VG, killing 3 and capturing two weavon8; web pear,
grenades and uniforms.,

’ b, On 25 August, Comnany "C" made contact with 15 VCva t (“T 951’1‘37), ,
resulting in one VC ¥IA confirmed and 5 KIA Drobables.‘ Two v%e&hoﬁs )
were cavtured and grenades, web gear and docume_nts were recovered _ ,
from the area of contact. - e S

c, (n Oneratlon ST.]LNl\T:E the following si' acant contacts wer‘ ’

made: . '

(1) on 17 August Comnanv "C" made.céfitact w1th an wnknown | ¥
mmber of VC at (AT 9"9’430), killing 17 VC and racovering one weavpon
and several ﬁocpments. In a.dfql‘b'l on, an AO reﬁorted k1 1l'|np 20 VC

in sufpvort of Commany M"CM,

d. On 19 Aupust Comoany "A", in dei‘en51ve nosrtlons at (AT
067548) received 8lmm and 60mm mortar fire and heavy small arms fJ re. \/
Ten VC were. reported KIA (Prob). = .

e. , Commany "A" in’ defen51ve nositions .(AT. 957550)
recelved two mortars .and heavy small arms fire from 50 VC resultlng
in 15°VC KIa orobable.

f. - Mlso on 20 ‘August, Company "C" made contact with an- estlmated
VC commany at (AT 901545). They received heavv small arms fire and
60mm mortar fire, Company "C" reported 5 VC KIA (Prob). Small arms\
harrassing inei Hents ‘continued to occur freouentlv 1';13th "chk‘_mp
nositions along the SONG THU BOM, Mining jincidents "on the MSR - also
continued with a sllght ineréase noted near the end 'of th& month.
Several-County Fairs were condueted durlng fugust 'md thev proved :
to be very successful. . B .
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Ilarge tunels and caves were found and destroved  in LB SON (=)
CHAU 80N (1), and PUC KY (1).. 4 total of 13 VC were killid on -
these Operations, There were two instances of VCitérror tactics
in our ZO0A4 during the month of lupust. On the 5th of August,
the VC entered the villac of CAM VAN, murdered 13 Vietnamese
civilians and wounded 3. Iater in the month the VC entered the
Famlet of TPUNG AN (2), and burned 80 homes And killed one PF
fgo1dier. '
S-S Pschologlc< i T"era.re. _The weneral theme for the mont}
' of “urust was to QYDl{‘ln the 1nev1 t'lble a3 feqt of the VC and to
:‘ “abpEal to the U0 te pally to t‘we ‘
bv the followine meens: .., .
' (1) The I Corps 'T”SV-\’WDS Pield achment aaudlpg team 3
onducter4 oberations from Fill 55, 1ibertv Podd and ‘Poute 14, _
ralso assisted . in.the Psy-tlar portion of the- County: Fairs. .
o 42) . The Peeimental sound svstem was used to’ Hrmdcast .
t’ﬂe truth to Viet Mationals about the US mission in- VF :
#tha Battalion -and: 1"emmen’tal Tnterhreters.v»'
(3) County Fair Cperations wers conducted in LU %ON (5),
wOHAT SN (1), and.PUC KY (1)... The villase Chiefs from these: & ..
L 4itlares comucted st— Tar speeches md 1 'troﬂuced GVN control
t:o the areali-, = - ‘
(L,) F'*r'e—to-Face 1.:’ersua,sn.on ~raSr conr"uc’rec‘ hy the (‘mmnles
Jn"’oh,e field. s T o '
Sy ety Special Operations. - Yo _e:. : ' Toun
<. i, Imbloment of the “NLI"PS-?L ID]G[GO qnd the ;Inwfrared
t \‘ild"l“tlnf\ Device. :
mare (1)~ AN/TP5-21. . The uattall'on='h Jonlv "oreé “r /Tu »21
'wnd 1t va.s e*qplo red -in reservo near “the BAtta llon"f‘FP durlnrr ’yhe -t
Nod Srpnth oi‘ fupust, Z :
53‘-»’. ‘rp (2) )InZI'J

”Tthb rmn’rh of usrust

No contacts were. rp*)orted"'_ Hng ‘th:.s pett'_’iod ERE '“' feXodls *gfﬂ_
cotm w(3) - Infrered Sighting Tevice., Fiffeen andpem sccm%s
were on hand in the Batta l;g)n (‘u;*mp' a1t v?d’ﬁb&i“ioﬂ fapwsthe L

of the scopes were ‘a~ aila¥le for Nise' By THe ¥ Tl C{dtmmﬂ»ief.a;
V_cont'\cts were reporteﬁ .

L. Tralnlngj.. T uni"fs received neriodic instructions concerning
the mission and role of US Torces in the Pepublic of Vietnam, the-
rules of engagement s cmﬂ the handling of wrisonhers.- fdditionally,
on~the«jobh trplnlnv was, conr‘ur‘ted for-all ranks and MOS5's. One .

man attended TCO: school 1n Oklnawa, one men to Field Comrmunication
Cperators. school, and dre min attended the water safety course in ‘
Saigon, The Sl‘"ﬁ‘f—tWO T‘e*}lncemen S were siven 5 davg :mr‘octrmatlon
DI‘].OI‘ to bnlnrr spnt to th@ ccmmnles. :

"1_ Operations. MNoathing sirmif‘icantr.

W@mm‘
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'7. CommenH and Control‘. Nothlna 51rn1flcant

F-5 Conmunlcatlons and 41ectronlcs.  ﬁurlno the reporting period,
7+ *the Battalion recplved 63 ;h/FRC 25's and ﬁl%trlbutlon was nmede to
.y the conoanles. : : : .

kag.ﬂ.C;osa Conbpt Yothlna 51cn1flcant.$

=308 Tivs aupnort and’ Tlre »upport Fnorﬁlnﬂtlon._vhrtiller" WS
--;emploved’bn tarsets of opportunitiy, on Jmowr " enemy- minefields, on
j'COﬂnte 'm,rtar hatterv 0051t10ns and in the reStrlctlon of enemy -
--ﬂovanent at night throurh” “harassment, ‘and interdietion fires., One,
“time on tarmet mission was flrpt’on a . @usﬁected enemv assemblv area
with nev°+1va,requ1bs._50n éall defensive fires were provided each
Loinit i gtatic and noving sitmations and roplstratlon of these

‘ concpntretlons WS stressed ;f‘ermunent ﬂefenglve “fires were provided

Amits in’s ;verﬂﬂnent 0051tlons qnﬁ the revlstrﬂtlon of these fires
: Oﬂhleteﬁ ", o .
T T e, 'Y ‘rtil

10

flreé ]90 ?Jrﬂ w1391ons rurln ‘the renorting
X Cand 19 V6 ILA. A
: ’breakﬂown of the tvoe of w1551ons fwl n’evnpnﬁeﬂ follows:

2T~rdets of onoortunﬂtv
Cﬂncenurutlon repwqfrﬂtwnn
”1ne?131€ o

"Tirme on Tarpeb.:
. Aerial. observerir’
_ . "Counter-mortar

3

., Hand T - £ o
e frrio ‘expenced: 105 How. s 3,038
o : : 155 How. Q24
: ' 155 Gun 22
ngrinch .0
C L Totar 3,98k

b, The flmm supvort was nrovided to gach comnanv hy a section
of ‘81mm mortrrs.’ The 8lmm platoon fired 65 combat missions and
received credit for 15 VC KI2 and one 60mm mortcr (”rob) frmo
‘evnended is as follow5'

HE/L HE /M ILL WP
H and I fires 192 3623 Al 2775
Combat Missions  ° 1725 88 1079
| S 192 - 5408 - T 385

11. Loglsb"cs. Puring the renortlnr neriod, comhined lo~1st1cs

continued to be eyten31ve. ‘8ix tons of enu1pment and syppli
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DONG brldge.
”,_16.'
concenirated it’s ¢ivil. action efforts to Hill 55 comnlex, BICH BAC

. )pttallon. Daj

Clothing, soap, rlce, and t & frepe
‘within the 707 Utotal AT 16 c1v111ans were'ﬁeﬁ-cvaceﬁ Auring the

. via surfﬁce moﬁes to flelﬂ”bqqed unlts. ‘lso seven.: ﬁmmunlflon hupkers
- (1215121) were ‘constructed out of 22,400 sandbasgs. Turing this
.. meriéd the anount nf‘mlles ‘trave

1o bv Battalion: vuhlcles tota led

] A~O

e pefense. Nothlng"51gnificant. T

'4513 Combut dir',upnori Sir suonﬂrt was uqcﬁ when n&écessarv by
thls cnmmcnﬂ ﬂurlnn th 3 renart

Hl meﬂevacs
“aicd; . ‘irborne

np perloﬂ A total of

"iob%ervors in O]— é anr' UP 14'3 ware used *nr ﬁrounﬂ observation
,;_:anﬂ suonort ‘oferound units. "“uff the Magic “rqcon”‘wws ufsefJ on
" the: l9th nnfﬂI 20tk for’ 111u11nhjlor and suprort., Thisft"be ﬂlrcrﬂft

akilit to iTluminate it's own;tﬁrr“ts ancd hring-to ‘hear enormous
fjre TOWST | ﬂlﬂnd sukst ntla n renu151nf'an enemv attack .on Comp
MAT on the ]Oth esummly of the Mndivicual comnanies was orovided
by UH—”A s and. U”—37'~ on 2. limited- B351s to relleve thetload on |
our W37'1"11'11nf~ track vehjc]es. DS

lh;f wedlcal ﬂnﬂ Dnntul Supnort . Ndfhiné siqhificénﬂ.>

v

15. Wmﬂmm mmmﬂ“ Nmnwiﬁeﬂmmhof mmﬂ'wmﬁdrﬁymesaWRes

were concucter on-H4ll 55 and Hild- 5, for Pnthollcs anﬂ Protestants.,

“leeklw church sarvices were also held 1h each commanv., Hospital
visits-were made to CHAPLIT MID and NS5L. The chavnlain recorded 10 :
comselling and 5 Red.Cross cuéﬂs Poman Catholic Mass was said for
Vietnariese of AN TTACH- village. Catholic coverase was also. provided
for 9/1-CP 2/19 CP, 1/11 C BR "O B.TT"REY, and Company "B" at HA

Civil Affalrs. Turing the month of Aupust, the Battalion

amlﬂ* and the. several Fﬂy’fv Fair, g@eratlons conclucted bv the
Ty Hed-Cap. u pdven_on. J4I1 55. an? FICH BAC by the
BAS corpsnan. mvnr’llOO 01V131@ns gttreated during this veriod,
1etr1buted in  various areas

month of uuust; -

[SFE

I

s,
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9.1 Journal
S5~2 Journal

S-3 Journal

PART IV: SUTPORTING DOCUMENTS
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HEADQU ARTERS
9th Marines
3d Marine Division (Rein) FiF
o/o FFO San Francisco
3/SGF /1rl
10 November 1966

Frou: Comirgnding Officer
To: Comnanding General, 34 Marine Division (Rein) FUF

Subjs Command Chronology 1-30 September 1966 for lst Battalion,
Oth Marines, late submission

Ref: (&) 1CO 5750.2
{p) Div0 5750.1
(c) Regid 5750.1
fncl: (1) lst Battalion, 9th Ilarines Command Chronology

1. In accordance with references{(a) through (c¢), enclosure (1)
is submitted.

2, Late submission of enclosure (1) due to deployment out of

countcy.

By dlrectlon
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HEADNTIARTER S
1st Rattalieon, 9th Marines
~d “arine h1v:\.310n (t’eﬂn) ™
: 3/3C/res

- - 05750

From: Commanding Officer- .
Tot Comending Nfficer, 9th Marines (Attn: S-3)

Subj: Cowmand Chronology: 1-30 Sept 1966

Ref: (a) ™OD 5750.2
(B) nIVn 5750.1
(¢) RegtO 5750,1

1. In accordance with r=ferences (a) throush (c), enclosure (1)
is submitted “erewith.

-

23 L. DAY IR}
"

R 4

/

A

/"

N

CONFIDENTIAL
9th Mar. Regt.
Contrel No, Qui¥- L&

GOP}’ NO . ; OI é ik

)  Th
1 Sr._BATTALION A7 wamines
§ & CHo372Loc0py__ 2 OF b
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~ HEADGUARTERS |
1st Battdlioh; 9th Marined
3d Marine Divisioh (R¢in), FMF
FPO San Francisco~ 96602

3/JCH/51

05750 ,
4 Oct 1966

_ - COMMAND CHRONOLOGY

1-30 September 1966
PART I: ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

PART II: GENERAL CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS DURING REPCRTING PERICD
PART III: SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

PART IV:  SUPPCRTING DOCUMENTS

A
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1st, Battallon, 9th Matines

PART I: ORGANIZ&TIONAIiDATA

2. Locaflon of Command Post.. OiDODlH Sent to 281100H Sept: VlClnlty

Hill #55, DANANG TAOR, coordinates (AT 966617)..
302400H Sept the Command Post was located aboard the USS HENRICO (APA-45).

3. Perlod Covered gz Reports 1-30 Sept 1966_
4o Commanding Officer and Staff.

'Commanﬁinngffiger'

Executive Officer

S-1

S5-2-
S-3

54,

5. Principal Subordinate Units.

H&S Company

Company
Company
Company

Company
Det, Hq

Det,
Det,
Det,

Det,

Det, H&d Company, 9th Marines (Radlo Relay)
3a Pit (Rein), Company "BY,

] AII
IIBH

n Cll

IlD"

Bn, 3dMarDiv
Disbursing Section
Postal Section
Photo Section
Comm Co (Radio Relay) .

126, Sept

26-30 Sept

1-26 Sept
27-30 Sept
© 1-15 Sept - -

15-30 Sept

1-15 Sept
15~30 Sept
1-15 Sept
15-30 Sept

1-25 Sep‘b
25«30 Sept
1- 2 Sept
".2-30 Sept
1-5 Sept
5-30 Sept

18-30 Sept

1st AmTrac Bn

From 281100H Sept to

LtCol JONES:

Maj DAY

Maj DAY -
Maj HUBBARD

'2d1t -PARKER

1stLt RICKMOW
241t YAGGEY
Maj THATENHURST

" Capt. VONHARTEN

Capt CUTCOMB
Capt SAYERS

Capt STONE

24 Lt MCCLED
Capt VONHARTEN
24Lt PACE

Capt SPLEAN
23Lt MITCHELL
istLt CONNELL
Capt KEYS

24Lt WALSH

2dLt HORVATICH

3d P1t (Rein), Company “C“ 3d AT Bn 2dLt RILEY
3d P1t (Rein), Company "B" '3d Tank Bn 2dLt VOIGT
1st Plt (Relns, Company "C", 3d Eng Bn WO JONES
Det, H&S Company, 3d Eng Bn
Det, Eng Support Company, 3d Eng Bn
. ’d Plt, Company "D", 3d Recon Bn 2dLt MURPHY

Det, 16t Clearing Pit, (-)(Rein) Company "B,
3d Med Bn

Lt OLIVER (USN)
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MN@@@H‘H@‘ T I1: GENF2AL. CONCEPT OF OFSRATIONS

DURING REPORTING P&RICD

During the reporting period the Battalion was responsible for the
northern portion of the 9th Marines zone of action. - This responsibility
included the occupation, defense, and denial of VG influence into the
area; establishment and maintenance of a reconmnsissance network:

of fensive overations within the Battalion area of res ponSibility,

blocking and denying the use of the SONG THU BON to the VC in the9th
Marines zone of action; provided security for engineer construction

units; provided security for bridge and water point on SONG AT NGEIA,
'erry site, and LCH beaching point on the SONG THU BON; maintained

river tr affic control ﬁOints on the SOHG Al NGHIA; maintained traffic
control points at the junction of Liberty Road and Route 14; provided
support of pacification prosrams as directed, and provided one compony

as Regimental reserve. This responsibility was accomplished by means

of aggressive patrol and ambush activity of platoon and squad size in .
an attempt to saturate the Battalion Zone of Action, The continued develop~
ment and improvement of semi-permsnent positions assigned within the

zone of action has progressed steadily,  Due to the almost continious
employment of all operational forces, the formal traininz effort was

very limited. A Coubined Action Company, consistinz of 18 Marines

and 32 Fopular Force Soldiers from DAI LOC, was formed on 11 September
1966, This CAC unit remained Op-Con to this bzttalion until Sth Marine
Regiment assumed Op-Con on 18 September 1966, The Combined Action’
Company was positioned in the village of AL DONG (AT $22566), the site

of a new relocation and resettlement villaze for Victnamese civilians,

Two "Comnty Fair" operations were held on 3 September 1966 and 22
September 1966, with Compeny "&" as cordon force and 2nd Company,  4th
Battalion, 5lst ARVE Regiment as search element, Throughout the report-
ing period, one platoon of RF and one platoon of PF have operated with

two forward companies. During the reoortlna period, Dreparation continued
for the scheduled relief by BLT 1/26 and this Batuh_ion s retuwrn to
Okinawa., The relief was sccomplished on 28 September and BLT 1/26 assumed
responsihility for the lst Bottalion, 9th Marines Zone of Action. The
Bettaliew embarked aboard assigmed shipping and departed Vietnam 29100CH,.
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1.  Bersonmnel, Detailed personhei data is ontalned in the S-1 journal.
sutmitted as a supporting documenty This Battalion had a slight decrease
in strength during this period. . During ‘thié period there were no offlcers'
and 11 enlisted Marines KIA and 1 officer and 43: -enlisted WIA, ‘This
Battalion rotated 1 officer and.34 enlisted Marines to CONUS, and “Ho
officers and 34 enlisted. Marines transferred- by ‘Service. Record. Replace-
nents of 1’ offlcer and 6 enlisted Marines were received, No quotas were

received for R&R due to this Battalions move to Ckinawa,

2. Admlnlstratlon ' Noth;ng 51gn1_‘

3. Intglllgence Duran the month of September, enemy act v1ty was.agaln '
limited to hara551ng tactlcs by less. than squad 51ze guerilla forces,
except for the follow1ng larger. contacts e : .

a. On 4 September, 4 Company "C“ patrol nade contact w1th 25—30
VC in civilian clothés at (AT 954591). A sedrch'of -the area:produced
negative results, although.the local: c1v111ans 1ndicated the VG fled
with unknown number of casualties. -

B on. 2/ September, H111#55, ‘a. Company. "D" security wnit at. the
water point and a Company MA" PPB received heavy fire fiom: 2 prox:mately
120 VC from 9°different locations in GS's (4T 9560, 9559, 9660 ,“fire -
included 3=4, rounds. of 57mm RR, fire. VC casualtles were 4 KIA (CONF)
and & KIA (PROB) : ‘

Ca Two County Fair Operatlons were held during the month
. (l) On 3 September County Falr conducted at CHAU SON (2) locatei
(AT 946603) resulted in 8 vc KIA (CONF), 2 Ve and 3 weapons oaptured.‘s

©(2) "The second County Fair was' held on 22 September at CAM VAN )
located (4T 959591) with 1 VC KIA (CONF) and 1 vcc.‘

Mlnes continued to,be the biggest US casualty producer, with .,

a notlcoable increase in mlnlng inci&entsmover the month of August.

, Psychological Warfare The general themes were to- persuade
Ve to rally to the-Allies and explain the US. part. 'in’ aid to the Vietnamese
'Goverment and people. The themes were expounded by the followlng means

. . (l) The T Corps Psy-Ops £iéld detachment conducted broadcasts
from Hill#55 and the imngdiate ares, .

. d,éd{. .

(2) A U;lefsifcraft broadcasted over the ZOA

(3) The 9th Msrlnes sound system was- used to broadcast the
themes using the' Battallon and Regsmental 1nterpreters.
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£ A D ‘1ngtthe 2 County Fdirs Phe village" chiefs ‘and ralllers _
o h"hamiets_spoke toithe pe nid; the. chilefs began‘the reintroduction

. 8p ccial Operitions. '-:.-nqhef,

SID/i%0,  The, Ba'btalion ha.d 30: SID/150' _
é employed by the” companieSﬁand”twent ' were held 1n

(3) nfrared Slghting Dev1ce i
tilized hlS month -, No contacts were repor ,

Star nght:Scone.3 Thaﬂone Star.Light?ScoPe in th 'Battalion )
L1 d:until 16 ‘September - .Z'A'lack of~battery - replacements p ~ventcd
its further use. Seéverdl contucts Were rcuarted wlth_undeti fined

Pesults., o T R USSP - :

e Trainlng. ALY units received periodic 1nstruct10ns concern;ng :
.the mission and role of US Forces in the Republic of Viétaam;" the-rules
oft en’“gemﬁnt ‘and’the" handllng of -prisoners. . Addltibha ly on-the—job

traiﬁiﬁg WES! conducted for all ranks and M@S’s.;fr..‘

f;; “ :_:3$.;: éré%ions. Nothlng SIgnlficaﬁﬁ - u
. Aoty » .
7.

9. Close Conbat - Nthngsgnmam :
10, : . o ‘ :

a. Artlllcry was employed 1n 1/9 TAOR dur:ng this reporting period
on targets of OPPOTtunltJ. o enemy mortar positlons~”and i1 "thé ‘harrass-
- achs pormanenu company’

dnd thu TCélStrutIOR of thuse wag eneouraged.

2
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' of
_ \pthamalpg%cal iniections _
b, On 26 September  LtCol . Jones, Batta;l.ion Commander, and
anothér Matire' (His driver) were’ given cnibrgency treatinent ‘at the”
forward Battalion Aid ‘Station, The Colonel sustained a through’ und
through penetrﬁ’cmg ‘wound-of the left thigh with involvement of the,
Sciatic nerve,. LCpl ' Firrcbee, . sustainet ‘through and’through bullet
wound of both legs. ﬁoth ‘patients were sent by emergency med-eth:“to
C-Med accompanied by one h" pital corpsman,HMSS Heb&bn.. EACR D

c. GuRb Sepﬁenm; eleveﬁ V:Letno.mese pet:.en'bs were given emergency
medical treatment for second degree bur'ns Suffered i‘nom napa],m. > They
were all med-svaced, " S : '

d. On27 Septembe;13 edditional.Vietnamese patlents were treated
for second degre urti dnd . ‘bhey were also med~evaced.® "Ohe paticnt -

under went o traimatic anputation of the ‘distal phalanx of her 5ti
finger.. 'Th:LS pat::.ent was treated in our foruard Bat’callon Aid Sta.tlon.

go-# ng -tho ‘month”of September, - Mod-b‘ap we, held each day
and approxmately 30 to 40 pe’cients were creo.ted. The usual Slck Call ,
was held twlce rhil}'- . : s s

fo " On Septembor 28t the medical ‘teqm o ,;the ls Battallon, 26 :
MflIiI‘l\GS_ weré glven the ,essar,r :x.nstructions in reguards ‘torthe’ supply
of CAC; :‘Med-'-(_}qp, ‘and: locatlon of forwu:rd Battnllon Md St.atlon facj.li’t,les.

3

‘g2s 4All companles were given the necessary vaccmes nr:.or to
emberkatlon for Okinawa. -

4 Rcd Cross cases.
- theivillage’ of AN-;_TB.ACH.
CP, 2/12 CPA_ /1178
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:Operatlous-locat~ #hidn the: Emtia on CP camplex. These direct fire -
‘missions.were characterized by dtt-interds vélume of fire dirscted . on
targets with an increased degrep of aceurddyy {THe dirett firérums employed
within 35 meters.of frlendly troops with no frlendly casulties reported,
In‘four missions fired, -5 “buildisgs wére desﬁrowed one’ trenchllne was
caved in, and numercus troelines were réhdersd. inéapable ‘of providing
effcetive cover for enemy troops. The Battery Wds ‘able’ to displace the
weapon to the desired location with” a7 groft dggree of - eff1c1ency and

speed, All types of -fubes and shéllsiwere u#éd with HEPIT and HE Quick
being used on. treelines and tréndlies and:ifize time in open and exposed
areas, Shell WP was also used to mark an area for an a1r strike.

A 24
-

; A breakdown of the m1351ons flred and tho ammunltlon expended
is as follows. ;_ . : '

. ' Ry Ammo Eggended o
) Targots of Opportunlty . o 105mm BN 1486}{ S
 Minefield ,...5v...: i 155 el 69T
Counter—mortar su.u. vl 10 155G v e, o RO
AD tiiiiiiiiiiiieiineress 20 8inch ... 19
- Prep fires ...........;....V'l - Total:... 2232.:
- Concentration Registfétion. 15~ - « .. -~ .« o
Hand I eoileeceivenersses 30 7
Total verans . 76
T d .An 81mm mortar section’ WHS" prov1ded each eompany and Was

. credlted w1th the follow1ng m1551ons and ammunltion expendlture. f’U'

Comout m1551ons PR -5{;l ' ”‘”'f:g Ammo for combat i ssions 736
; 30 ’ Ammo for Hoand I's o.... 978
o 1ota1 ..;... 171

1. Loglstlcs. Durlng the reportlng perlod, comblned loglstlcs
-continued to be exténsive. " Six tons of equipment and ‘'supplies were

-Wfﬁellvered by ‘air-and 70 tons-of equlpment -and: supplles vere. delivered .

“' via surface mode to field based units,’ Durlng ‘this period, :the Battallon

ovehlcles trcveled a total of 25 978 mllos. Total hours l 437

12. Alg Defengg j Nothlng s1an1flcant
13, Combat Alr Supnort Chir support was used by this command- when

' necessary during this reporting period;: 4 total.of 57 med@vacs ‘were

flown bringing 69 US: and - ARVN~ casualties and *£6" civilidn- eastalties
to immediate medical aid. Airborne observers in-01-E's and- UH-lE'

‘were used for ground observatlonfin support ‘of ground unlts.‘ For a -

~ period of. tuo weeks: UH-BA‘S wero:uSed o - transport %roops and" resupply

- the forward compunles “OniR5- onptombor ‘there wers-tuo: f1xed—wzng agirstrikes

of four- ‘sorties. dropplng'eleven 500: oeund napalm Dombs ‘efid “six 250. -
pound+ bombs.. On’ 27 Septémber: there was_ a’ preolunned alrstrlke of four
aortles droppzng 31;tecn 500 pound napalm bombs. i -

Je
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16; Livil AffaTrs. During the month, the Civic Action program
was conducted in the Hill #55 area, BICH BAC Hamlet,and two Coun-
ty Fairs, Daily Med-Cap was conducted on Hill #55 by the Battalion
Surgeon and BAS Corpsman, and the company corpsman in the field.
Over 600 civilians were treated during this period, with a total of
35 civilians being med-evaced. Clothing, soap, rice, and toys were
distributed within the ZOA, - ‘
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‘ S-1 Journal
. [ S=2 Journal
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S5-3 Journal

\13’0 Battalion, 9th Marines Operation Order 6-66

PEd

2 g

— PART IV: SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
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