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PART I

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1.

DES IGNATI oN

lst Battalion, 9th Marines

"H&S" Company

Company "A"

Company;ﬁgu

Company "¢"

Company "D

COMMA NDERS

J. F. MITCHELL |
1 January-31 January 1968

' Capts J« W, CARGILE

1 January-8 January 1968
1st Lt. M. J. WALKER
9 January-31 January 1968

Capt, H. J. M. RADCLIFFE
1 "anuary—31 January 1968

Capt. R. T. BRUNER
1 January-26 January 1968
1st Lt, A+« N. MANGHAM JR.

27 January~-31 January 1968

l1st Lt., K. L. HARMON

1 January-8 January 1968
Capt. J. We CARGILE

9 January=-31 January 1968

 Cept. F. L. SCHAFER

1 January-31 January 1968
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2. During the period 1=22 Jahuary 1968; the 1lst Battalion, 9th
Marines was ldécated at Camp Evans, RVN and for the rest of this
reportlng period the Battallon was lecated at a strongpoint northwest

UN@M S i wg%mcms

. Executive Officer* ' 'MaJor Jo A. DONNELLY
1 Jenuary - 31 January 1968

S-1 , 1st Lt. P. 4. WOOG
. 1 January - 31 Janusry 1968

S~2 u “lst Lt. R, J. ARBOLEDA
- : : 1 Jaruary - 31 January 1968

S-3 Major E. M. RINGLEY :
: - 1 January ~ 31 January 1968

! } January - 31 January 1968

S-5 ist Lt. R. J. ARBOLEDA
1 January - 31 January 1968,

L, Average Monthly Strergth

USMG USN
OFF ENL OFF ENL
L2, 1xsl 2 60
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PART II

- NARRATIVE SUMMARY

Durirg the. period 1-22 January 1968, the 1lst Battalion, 9th ..
Marinez was located at Camp Evans, RVN as the Resident Infantry
Battalion, The mission of the Battalion was to provide for. the
security of Camp Evans and its ancillary facilities at PK-17 (¥D652-
280}, an ALVN Artillery Position; Hill #51 (¥D549281), a Rifle Plas
toon (Rein).strongpoint§ &and Hi11 #674 (YD516219), a Rifle Platoon
{Rein) Strongpoint/Radic Relay Station. The Battalion was further -
required to provide available personnel for saturation patrolling .

and ambushing in known avenues of approach within 5000 meters of the

Camp Evans Perimster,

On 22 January 1968, the Battalion was moved from the Camp Evans
area to the Khe Sanh Combat Base, its mission was to establish,
occupy and defend a defensive strongpoint northwest of the Khe Sanh
Combat Base,Perimeter.-(XD831Q13); '

On 1 January 1968, Company "D was returned to Camp Evans and came
under operational control of the lst Battalion, 9th Marines. The
Company had previously been located at Nam Hoa (YD744133), the site
of & "Rock Crusher" operated by the Seabees. On 2 January 1968 there
were no significant occurrances within the 4th Marines A0, Routine.
daylight and night activities, to include patrols, ambushes, LP's
and OP's were conducted in the vicinity of Camp Evans,

On 3 Jenuary 1968, personnel from the 3d Platoon, Company "B",
located at Hill #51 (YD549281) observed two Marines approaching the
hill from the south, The two Marines turned out to be the only
survivors from Division Reconnaissance Team Tarzan, which made cone
tact with the enemy the previous day. Six of the eight men team had
been killed by the enemy. The two survivors of the Rsconnaissance :
Team were phcked up by helicopters at Hill #51 and returned to their
parent unit. : .

On L January 1968, Compeny "D" while operating in the vicinity of
YD 88275 was assigned the mission of retrieving the bodies of the
members of Division Reconnaissance Team Tarzan, killed in action on
2 January 1968, At 1140H on 4 January 1968, the 2d and 3d Platoon of
Company "D® reinférced with an Engineer Team and a Forward Air
Control Team, loaded on four CH-li6 Helicopters and bcgan Operatioh
Tarzan, The two platoons. were flown to the viecinity of Reconnais-
sance Team last known position and one landed in a2 landing zone at
¥YD556230 while the other remainsd in reserve. The platoon moved
approximately 150 meters to the south, finding the objective ares,
the six bodies and various equipment. The bodies and equipment and
3d Platoon of Commany "D" were f£Zen helilifted from the objective
area with the 34 Platcor teing roturned via helicopter to its com-
pany operating kass ai LURB827% e the other helicopters with the
F:z1* headquarters,
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Following the completion of Operation Tarzan Company np (Rein)

. continued on its assigned misgion in the vicinity of YD%BBE?E. At
1325H on L Jariuary, a platoon size patrol from Company "C" (Rein),

received one WIA from a surprise explosive device, The incident

occurred in the vicinity: of YDM97323, the: man was medevaced. On

5 January 1968, there were no sign1fdcant occurrances in the Lth

Marimes AO, The Battalion conducted: routine daylight and night

activities in thelCamp Evans vicinlty."

At 1200H on 6 January 1968 8 composite platoon from "H&S" Company
was used to detain a group of Vietnamese personnel 11ngering near
the Camp Evans perimeter. Two of the sauads were helilifted ‘behind
the Vietnamese personnel and swept east driving the Vietnamese into
a 3d squad serving as a blocking force, Twenty. Vietnamese were ° '
detained and later released as inmnocent civilians.

At 1130H on 7 January 1968, a platoon size patrol from Company "B"
recelved sniper fire from the vicinity of YD575269, A Scout Sniper

Team attached to the platoon brought the sniper under fire Besultlng
in one VC KIA (Conf), At ‘1140H on 7 January 1968, the same platoon
from Company "B" received one WIA as a. nesult of a surprlse explosive
device. The Marine was medevaced.,

At.1620H on 7 January 1968, Company "D" ‘returned to Camp Evans

following the completion of its search and destroy mission in the
vicinity of YD488275,. A platoon size ambush from Company "B" was
triggered at 2145H on 7 January 1968, The contact resulted in one
NVA KIA (Conf), A French submachinegun and other assorted gear was
captured and forwarded to the Battalion S-2.
- During the early merning hours of 8 January 1968 a platoon size
ambush from Company "B" called an artillery mission on suspected
enemy movement at YD58u294 The area wes checked at f1rst light with
negative results.

At 11L0H 8 Jenuery 1968, Company "A" (Rein) departed Camp Evans
to conduct a Search and Destroy Operation in the vicinity of ¥D595
270, Later the same afternoon, Compan g "A" (Rein) observed five VC
in the vicinity of ¥YD58327L. A Scout/ niper Team attached to Company
"A" brought the VG under fire resulting in one VC KIA (Conf). One
- U.S. M-1 Carblne was captured and forwarded to the Battalion S-2,

At 2145H on 8 January 1968, a squad size ambush from Company "A"
accounted for five VC KIA (Conf) when they triggered their ambush
at YD59329, A search of the area found six ID Cards, documents and
two, two hundred. and fifty pound bombs. The VC were transporting the
bombs for use as Surprise explosiwe devices on Route #1 in the
vicinity of Camp Evans.

On 9 Janusry 1968, Comuany wan (Reln) received two WIAts from a

surprise explosive duviscz at YD59i266, Both injuries were minor,
At 05154 10 January .=08, a Platoon (Rein) size ambush from
Company "C" opened fir: on ons VC in . campan on the O LAH River

in the vicinity of ¥D512239, Tho sampan was sunk and one VC KIA

- {Conf) was recorded. At 1200H Compapy “A” (Rein) received three
rounds of 60mm mortar fire Irom the i nity of ¥YD593263. An artil-

lery mission was fired and the e =my ¥iee Geased. At 1500H the 2d

Platoon of Company "A" engaged four to rive VG a at YD60&268
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DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

P R . . -

=

- The enemy were on the south side of the 0 HO River prohibiting the
platoon from closing with them.s Six hundred pounds of rice was
discovered and destroyed by Company "A" at YD598267,

At 2120H a squad size ambush from Company "B" opened fire on
suspected enemy movement at YD};93321, A search of the area at first
light revealed negative results, In the vicinity of YD515337, &
squad size ambush from Company "C" fired on suspected enemy -troopa,
the ambush site was checked immediately with négative results.

On 11 January 1968, a platoon from Company "C" received three
rounds of 60mm mortar within their platoon patrol base at ¥YD527336.
No fix wos obtained on the enemy position. At 1406H Company "A"
completed 1ts Search and Destroy Operation and returned to Camp ~
Bvans, The remainder of the 4th Marines AO was quiet on 11 January.

On 12 January. 1968, Company "B" departed Camp Evans on & Search
and Destroy mission-in the vicinity of YD490320. Once again,. the
Lth Marines A0 was quiet with no significant ‘eccurrances, The Batta-
lion employed its routine dayIight and night activities, -

On 13 January 1968, Company "B" sighted four VC at YDLB7325., 4
Scout/Sniper Team took the VC under fire and observed one VC fall,
Area was checked out resulting in ome VC KIA (Conf). At 1045H 13
January Company "B" reported one WIA from a surprise explosive . -
device placed on a trail, While waiting for the medevac helicopter
to evacuate the cosualty, the company received sporadic sniper fire.
During the sniper fire, another Marine was wounded when he broke his
. shoulder while secking cover., Both.casualties were then medevaced.
The remainder of the lLth Marines A0 was quiet for the day.s

Actlvity In the Lth Marines A0 on 1l January 1968, was very light.
A platoon size patrol from Company "D" observed three VC in the
vicinify of ¥D577307. The platoon opened fire and observed one VC
fall. The contact resulted in the capture of one U.S. M-1 Carbine
and one VC KIA (Conf), : ‘ : :

At 1045H on 15 January, one Marine from Company "D" (-) stepped on
& surprise explosive device at ¥YD556303 camsing one WIA, The casualty
was medevaced. A platoon from Company "D" apprehended 2 VC suspects
while sweeping @& small hamlet. The VC suspects were forwarded to
Phong Dien District Headquarters where they were found to be on the
local 1list of VC in the area., The two suspects were turned over to
ITT Personnel. The same platoon from Company "B" later apprehended
“another Viet Cong suspect in the vicinity of YD566310, .The suspect
was forwarded to Regimental S-2 for questioning. 4+ 1805H a. squad .
size ambush from Company "B" received one Marine WIA from a supprise
6xplosive device. The squad was enroute to its ambush site when the
incident occurred.-Ths casualty was. medevaced. :

A squad size patrol from Company "G" observed and took under fire
three VC at ¥YD53229C, the incident.occurred on 16 January. The area
was later checked with negative results, 4 platoon size patrol from
Company "D" appreherded one VC suépect at ¥YD558252, The suspect was
forwarded to the Regimental S5-2 fqr‘unStioninﬁ.-A'group of VC were
spotted by a platoon size patrol from Company "D" at YD556257, the
distance between the Marines and. the VC was %too great. frr small arms
so an artillery mission wds fired on the enemy,

b
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A oneck of the ares revealed blood on the ground, Partially built
bunkers were also found in the area. At 1330H on 16 January. 1968,
Company "B" while on a Search and Pestroy Operation, received one
Marine KIA and one Kit Carson “cout WIA, The casualties were cauased
by a surprise explosive device, The K1t ‘Carson Scout aid the Marine
KIA were medevaced later.

There were no 31gn1ficant nccurrances in the 4th Marines AO on
17 January 1968, The Battalion employed its routlne daylight and
night activities in the Camp Evans area. ,

On 18 January 1968, a platoon size ambush from Company "C" located
at YD556250 spotted eleven VC in the vicinity of ¥D551250., The plaw.
tn n began moving towards the enemy but was taken under fire by

wother enemy unit in the .area, The platoon &ssumed a defensive
p3ﬂ1b1on and called artillery on the enemy position. The enemy then
broke contact and moved -out of the area., A sweep of ‘the area revealed
frosh blood tracks and two straw hats, The remalnder of the hth
Marires AO was ouist -on 18 January 1968,

'On 19 January 1968, Company "D" received one USMC WIA as a result
of sniper fire, The company was moving west in the vicinity of
YDG00288 when a sniper took them under fire, The company returmed
fire with small arms but failed to get the snlper. The wounded
Maﬂlne was medevaced from the area.

At 1LOOH on 19 January 1968, a squad size patrol from Com any nen
orderved enemy movement on a road in the vicinity of ¥D5562l;0, The
zyund contacted the Company Cormander at Hill #51 (¥DS49281) and two
more sguads were sent out to the area of the sighting. When the two
squads reached the area they deployed on line and made contact with
the enemy. A fire fight developed during which a A0 Spotter FPlane
arrived in the ares, The AO0 controlled an artillery mission on the
enemy position. Following the artillery mission the two squads swept
the area and another fire fight developed. Finally, the enemy broke
contact and moved south into the mountains. The fire fight resulted
in six NVA KIA (Conf) and the capture of assorted enemy equipment
including one AK-lLL7 rifle. The captured equipment was forwarded to
the Regimental S-2, '

At 0755H on 20 January 1968, a platoon size ambush from Company np
received approximately twenty rounds of automatic weapons flre at
¥YD598286, The ambush observed three VC running and pursued them,

The ambush fired on the VC resulting in one VC KIA (Conf). A female
Vietnamese was also captured and detained as a VCS, The VCS was =
forwarded to the Phong Dien District Headquarters for interrogation,

At 0800H on 20 January 1968, the 1lst Battelion, 9th Marines chopped
operational control of the Lth Maanes and picked up by the. lst '
Marines, '

At 1145H on 20 anuary 1968 Company- "D captured one North Viet-
pamese Regular Army Sergeant and two .VC- POW at ¥D610271, The POW's
had various equipment which was forwarded to Regimental S-2, The
POWts were forwarded to lst ITT at Camp Evans, At 1810H on 20 January
Company "D" received 2DPprox iﬁ’tO;J 100 rounds of sniper. fire and
four RPG rounds into their positicus in the vicinity of YD605265.
The Company returned fire with small srms, grenade launchers and 60
‘millimeter mortars. Action resulted in one USMC WIA, and VG_KLA
(Conf). The USMC | WIA was medevaceda 3 R
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SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

'10 FMF Organizatlons committed to combat and the SLF.

, A, Combat Missions Assi ned The Battalion was employed in
. Operation Neosho from 0001 1 3anuary 1968 to 1900H 22 January 1968,
At 1900H 22 Januery 1968, the Battalion came under operatlonal ConNm
trcl of the 26th Marines. _ ‘

(1) Operation Neosho. 1lst Battalion, 9th Marines directs,
and coordinates a4t Camp Bvens all missions to be accomplished for
gezurity of the Camp Evans perimeter &nd its ancillary facilities
_by establishing ambush sites in known avenues of approach and aggres- .
sive daylight petrolling end saturation out to 5000 meters with

~ waximum forces available. : .

(2) ‘Operation Scotland. To establish, occupy and defend &
_ﬁefinsive strongpoint northwest of the Khe Sanh Combat Base (XD831

B. Significaht Oberaﬁioné Cbnducﬁed. The Battalion continued to
carry . out its' primary mission of defending Camp Evans and its ancil-
lary facillties as a part of Operation Neosho.

“Ce Casualtiesﬁlnflicted on the Enomy.

KIA (Confirmed) POW
17 ’ 8
D. Casuaities Sugtéined 
USMG KIA: L L USN KIA: O
USMC WIA: 30 ~ USNVWIA: 6

E., New Tebhnigues‘EmgloIed. By moving during tne hours of dark-
ness to esta aylig ambush sites along known rice routes,
‘The Battalion was eble to use -smaller units, denying the enemy free-
dom of movement, and get more kills.,

F, Command Relations. During the perlod 0001 1 January thrbugh
O9Li0H 20 January 1968 the Battalion was under operationsal’ control of
‘the Lth Marines. 4t CCUOH en 20 Januzry Y968 through 1900H 20 Jan-

~uary the Battalion we: under opepreticnal of the lst Marine Regiment.
From 1900H on 22 Jenuary through 2L0CH 31 January 1968 the Battalion
was under the operaticnal control of the 26th Marine Regiment. ‘
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. E~GEE”%5 . During this reporting period organie¢ motor trans-

port has been éngaged in household, administration and supply runs
for the Battalion, ‘ , .

The motor transport situation has improved slightly in the case of
the Mj224A1, The lack of M422A1's is still serious {eight out of & T/E
of twenty) but the 3d and Lth echelon service organizetions are
.-8howing complete cooperation in. the rapid repair/replacement of
theaz vehicles. : ' ' , '

E. Iongistics. During the majority of this reporting period we
 continued To support the Battdlions activities i the Camp Evans
32, also their outposts on Hill #51 and Hill #674 were maintained
)th a twenty day sypply on hand. During the last week of this month,
wivensnt of the Battalion's Rear from Camp Evans to Dong Ha was '
gnconplished. ’ : '

= o

“: Slvic Action, The only Civic Action Project during this report-
ing period was a self help project in which Vietnamese refugees
Tilled sandbags for the Marine Position at Camp Evans, The Viet-
hamese were paid in commodities which amounted to 350 Piastras for.
cvery four hundred sandbags filled and loaded on trucks, 44,000
sandbags were filled and the following commodities were expended:

(a) 8 bags of Oass '
(b) 181 gallons of cooking oil
(e) 102 boxes of dry milk. . -

- Je Administration, Nothing signifiqénﬁ to réport.

K. Personnel. The following persomnel were transferred from this

Command, '

| USMC ‘ 4 . USN
OFF : | ENL OFF - ENL .

T 65 o SRR

' Personnel who were joined to this Commang,

i

USMC USN'
OFF ENL _OFF '  ENL
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L. Intelligence. During this reporting period, the known enemy
units operating around the Camp Evans area were the 800th Main Force
Battalion at YD5421. The 806th Battalion Headquarters, C-l, C-5 and
C-11 through C-17 Companies and the Headquarters of th 810th Local
Force Battalion were Iocated in Base Area 1ll. The C-114 and C-115"
Local Force Companies were locatéd in the An Lo aree,., The C-11 Intel-
ligence Company was located .in the My Chenh ares and -the 800th and
806th Battalions were located in the "Street Without Joy" area.
'~ The first three weeks of the month, the Battalion continued
| saturation patrolling up to 5000 meters outside the Camp Evans peri-
meter by platoon size patrols, The saturation patrolling uncovered
- twenty~-five surprise explosive devices, mainly M-26 fragmentation
grenades rigged with a tripwire. There was also a féw 105mm rounds
and 8lmm mortar rounds;, which were discovered rigged as surprise
explosive devices., Practically ell the surprise explosive devices
were positionéed alongside trails or avenues of approache. ,
After analysizing compiled intelligence information of enémy min
ing activities, previous contacts and areas of sightings; definite
-anemy eccess routes through the OA were determined. Subsequent pla-
toon -and company size operations were planned to block these access
routes., ‘ o :
Utilizing the known information, Company "A" established an ambush
.at ¥D59329 end thwarted a very significant enemy attempt to mine
National Route #1 with a-"daisy chain" of three two hundred and fifty
pound bombs and two five hundred pound bombs. Company "A" killed
five Viet Congs, captured two, two hundred and fifty pnund bombs,
~one five hundred pound bomb and valuable Viet Cong documents.
Company "B", which had the mission of interdicting the suspected
enemy supply routes along the Song O Lau River, discovered an enenmy -
base camp at YD} 93332 and a 1,6000 pound.piee caiche., Company "B"
activities in this area enabled a more precvise determination of
gnemy movegen* from Base Ares 1l along the Song O Lau River, :
 COowmpany "DV, which relieved Compeny "A™, continued to make contact
with small enemy units along the railroad grade access route, On 15
January Company "D" captured two Viet Cong.suspects, One was cona-
firmed Viet Cong and the other was associated with a Viet Cong
collaborating group. S o :
- __On the 19th of January, Company "C" had a squad size ambush at
YD5562) 0, which made contact with thirty-six Nortb Vietnamese Army
Regulars, killing six, capturing one AK-47 and documents, which
fugther COEf%rmed enemy routes and plans in the Co Bi Thanh Tan ares,
ompany D", on 20 January made a very significant intelligence
- catch by.capturln@,an Wi Sergesunt and two Viet Cong collaborators.
Informetion abta 4 from vhe prisoners pinpointed Viet Cong and NVA
zgﬁle‘TOUtigmtmi -gdS'izﬂ times of resupply, eriemy movement and
importan actical informatior “ Vi
Tn the Oo Bi Thanh Tan taliey, tion of Viet Cong and NVA activity

~
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On 22 January, the Battalion had to make an immediate move to the
area of the Khe Sanh Combat Base to counteract a large enemy builte
‘up. The known enemy units operating in the Khe Sanh area, were the
325C Division and the 3CL4th Division, The 320th Division, which was
positioned in the vicinity of grid square XD0166 was also within
-8triking distance of Khe Sanh, Elements of the 10Qlst Regiment of the
324B Division had not been confirmed but was believed to be operating .

~In the area to the direct west of Khe Sanh Combat Base,

The 324C Division and the 30ith Divisions were supported by long
ange artillery from Co Roc and in the vicéinity of grid square XD68
43 of Laos, The 3256 Division: was also supported by 122mm rockets,
which were generally located eight to ten thousand meters to the -
north &nd northwest of Khe Sanh Combat Base..The 36lth Division was
supported by. ro¢ket positidns whfch were generally located eight to
nine thousaid meters to the southwest of Khé Santi Combat Bdses
The S5-2 Rewards Fund was che of the most active in the 3d Marine

Division and expended eighty thousand Vietnamese dollars' for’ the

month of January. Ordnance turned in by civilians at Phong Dien
included everything from bombs and 120mm morter rounds to grenades
and small arms rounds. L —

N Weather, Dﬁring the Tirst week of January the Camp Evans area
received light'SHowgrs.’Thg temperatures for this period ranged from

~ the Tow 50's to the mid 70%s. Visbility for this period was severly

limited, . » : S
During the second and third weeks of January the weather made an
abrupt change over that experienced during the first week of the ‘
month. Almost no reinfall was received for this period and the skies
remained clear. Temperatures ranged from the mid 50's to the low 80!s.
‘While in the vicinity of Khe Sanh during the last part of the month
the Battalion experienced unreasonably warm weather and scattered
cloud cover, : ' ' f

0. Artillery. During January nine hundred and one artillery rounds
were fired in support of the Battalion, Artillery targets during
Operation Neosho included prep fires, troops in cpen; shipers and
suppressing fires. A total of one hundred and eighty two rounds were
fired in support of the Battalion in @perstiocn Scotland at active -
artillery, rockat and mortar sites, troop in open. and supply trains,

' ENCLOSURE (1) -
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P. Alr Support, During Jonuary helicopters were used for resupply,
medical evacuation, and visual reconnsissance. On 6 January two -
platoons were helilifted in conjunction with the extraction of the
Division Reconnaissance Team "Tarzan", On 22 January, the Battalion
was transferred by helicopter from Camp Evans to the Khe Sanh Combat
Base. The Battalion received no ‘close air support  during this repor-
ting period. .. . ' : : . '

Q. Activatioﬁ/DeactfvationYRedesignation;' None

I
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On 21 January 1968, one USMC personnel was injured by a surprise
explosive device at ¥D5192964 Tha wounded Marine was medevaced. The
remainder of the 1lst Marinés A0 was quiéti The Battalion employed
its routine daylight and night Activities to inclitde patrols, . .

- embushes and LP's within the Camp Evans area. ' n

At 0820H on 22 January 1968, a squad size ambush from Company,"D"Vf
received approximately ten rounds sniper fire at YB600285. The squed
returned fire and wounded one VC sniper in the leg. The VC attempted -
to escapd but was finally captured after the squad had followed her
track of blood from the wound. The VC later died due to loss of
blood, all available effort was made to keep the VC alive. At .1010H
on 22 January 1968 one Marine from Company "D" activéted o surprise
explosive device at YD601282, Three friendly castalties were : "
austained, ome of which was a Kit Carson Scout. 411 the casualties
were medevaced, ' o ' v

At approximately 1200H on 22 January 1968, the Battalion was ;
ordered to prepare for an immediate move to Khe Sarh Combat Base at
IDBY 917, Company "D" returned from & search.-and sweep operation via
hellcopter -to Cemp Evans and placed on standby awaiting helicopter
transportation to the Khe Sanh Combat Base, At 1420H 22 Yanuery 1968,
the helilift of the Bettalion to Khe Sanh bsganj Company "D", Com-
pany "A", Company "B" and the Forwerd Battalion Command Group were
lhen helilifted to Khe Sanh Combat Base by shuttle. At 1645H Company

-"D" received two USNC WIA at the Khe Sanh Combat Base from incoming .
rockets. Company "C", "H&S" Company (-) and the Rear Command Group
arrived at Khe Sanh at 1500H 23 January 1968, o ‘

At 1900H on 22 January 1968, the: lst Marine Regiment relinquished
operational control of the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines to the 26th
Marine Regiment at Khe Sanh Combat Base. The Battalion remained
within the tactical wire at khe B8anh Combat Base during the night of
22 Jaznuary 1968, - < : o '

At OGB00H on 23 January 1968, the Battalion moved from Khe Sanh
Combat Base to the vicinity of XD831417 where a Battalion defensive
Strongpoint was established, A platoon from Company "A™ established

~a platoon strongpoint at XD823416. Immediately upon occupying these
defensive positions the Battalion began preparing fortified posi-
tions and laying defensive wire. ' ' ,

On 23 January 1968, the Battalion remeined in its defensive posi-
tion at XD831417. Maximum effort was directed towards improving the
defensive position by digging fighting holes, building bunkers and
laying tactical wire. Rcutine daylight patrols were émployed to
familiarize the Battalion with the area and listing posts were
employed at night, - : ’ '

The period of 2 Januery thriugh 26 January 1968, was relatively
quiet for the Bettzllun wWith ne signifieant oecurrances. Routine
daylight and night ..t_vities were emwloyed. ‘ - ’

-On 27 Jangary 1963, the Battalion Command Gréup, Company "B" and
Compeny-"D" located at X0830L15 received approximately thirty rounds
of mixed 2rtillery and rocket fire from unknown enemy locations,

The Battalion sustained foubteewn Wil ard three KIA as a result of
the ‘attack. ' : ‘
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Company “"B" (Rein) Capt. R. T. BRUNER
© Company "B v . 23 November 1967-22 January 1968
70 Team, D Btry z2/12 ’
DET, "“HxS" Compaby
PAC Tezm :
FO Poum, 81MM
DET, ¥ed Fi%
DBET, Comm Plt,

Comeany “C" (Rein) ' Capts C. B. HARTZELL
Company "CU h 23 Noveuwber-31 December 1967
#Q Team D Btry 2/12 lgt Lt. K. L. HARMON
OET, "H&3" Company 1 Jeauary-8 January 1968
FAC Team ' Capto, J. Wo CARGILE
PO Team, 81MM 9 Jasnuary~-22 January 1968

. DET, Mesd FPlta
DET, Com Plta

Company “D" (Rein) Capt. F, L. SCHAFFER JR.
Tompany "D" 23 November 1967-22 January. 1968
70 Team D Btry 2/12
DET, "H&S" Company
FAC Team
FO Team, B81MM
DEJ, Med Plt.
DE1, Comm Plt,

5. Supprting Forces

~ te Alr. The helicopter azcounted for the major portion of air
guprort ubilized by %the Battalion during Operation Neosho.

tr-folr personnel were medevaced from the field by H-34 and H-L6
Pircrefs during this period., Personnel and resupply missions to Hills
#6707 (¥D516219) and 51 (¥YD5L9281) were conducted exclusively by heli-
copters, battalion and Company Commanders &lso used helicopters for
visusl reconnaissance prior to starting area patrolg. On 6 January
16568 two platoons were helilifted in conjunction with the extraction
of Division Reconnaissance Team "Tarzan". On 21 and 22 January 1968
5he entire Battalion was helilifted in shuttlea from Camp Evans to the
{BE SANH Combat Base, One flight of visual fixed wing support east of
Jighway #1 was utilized under AO c¢contrcl along with fifty-eight day-
time and one hundred and twenty-seven night TPQ's,

be Artillery. At the start of Operation Neosho artillery was
n:inly concerned with the evaluation of the defensive fire plan for
Camp Evans. The plan included artillery and organic direct and indirect
fire weapons., Recommendations for the coordination of artillery and
. orranic weapons were made. to obtain more effective supporting fires.
1z addition, as a result of the heavy helicopter traffic in the sarea,

en air watch was established as a safety factor.
2 T @
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s -~ Targets of opportunity fired on during Operation Neosho included active
-mortars, troops in the open, and snipers, Also fired were suppressing
fires, prep fires, suspected troop locations and intelligence targets,
A total of one hundred and ninety - five missions and ore thousand
one hundred and forty-five rounds were fired by the Ist Battalion,

11th Merines and 3d Battalion, 12th Marines in support of the 1st
.Battalion, 9th Marines, ‘ T -

‘
-~

ce Armo

a, A Company of tanks was employed during Operation Neosho.
They were used in a defensive role on the perimeter security of Camp
~Evens and as a reaction force in the svent of ground attack, In an
offensive role they were used for direct and indirect fire support,
and for patrolling in the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines AO,

.‘ _ be In addition, one operation was conducted in -the sand flats
of the "Street Without Joy" consisting of a Battalion (-), fourteen
APC's, seven otters accompanied by appropriate infantry. This was'the

first tactical experience for this Battalion, in the use of Armor

mined with troop carryibg Otters. The APC!s wers supplied by elements

of the 1st ARVN Division. (See Chapter 9 (Execution).

6. Intelligence. When the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines arrived at Camp
Evans the Northern Front Peadquarters and the 6th NVA Regiment had
the mission of keeping supply routes open and for providing security
for units moving from the coastal lowlands to Base Aresn 11, Saturation
patroling up to 5000 meters outside Camp Evans perimeter with platoon
size patrols restricted enemy movement and reduced the number of
explosive devices/mines that could have been deployed., This saturation
patroling uncovered fifty-nine suprise explosive devices., The ma jority
of these being M-26 fragmentation grenades., There were &l so 105mm . )

.roumds and 81lmm mortar rounds, Practically all the surprise explosive
devices were positioned aldng trails and avenues of approach.
After compiling and analysising intellignece information of enemy
mining activities, previous contacts and gightings, definite enemy -
eccess routes were determined in our AQ. Utilizing this information
Company "A" established an ambush at YD593294 and stopped. a significant
enemy attempt to mine National Rqute #1 with a "daisy-chain" of three
(two hundred and fifty pound bombs) and two (five hundred pound bombs)
Company "A"™ killed five VC e d captured two (250 pound bombs) and one
five hundred pound bomb and some valusble BC documents.
Company "B" had the mission of interdicting the suspected enemy supply
routes along the Song 0 Lau River. They discovered a 1,600 pound rice

- cache and a hase camp at YDL93332, ' '
Company "D" relieved Company "A" and continued to make contact with
small enemy units. On 15 January Company "D" captured two Viet Cong
.8uspects, One was a confirmed Viet Ccoro~ while the other was associated

() :

.with a Viet Cong collaborating group. -

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

. B“Sl("@; L

‘Avaf; ‘
'zoperational;control of 'the 24 -Battalior
;1967 ‘The Battelion wnsg‘u:"hnr roguired to provide available personnel.
. Tor: °atuuat10r‘JatluJL“*7 :

‘“the lith Mai-i:

. 19 January Company "C" had a squad size ambush at ¥YD5562,0, which

;;maie contact with thirty-six NVA reoulars killing six, capturing one
. A:\F

=17 rifle and some dosuments. The documents further confirmed enemy
yutes and plans in the Co Bi Thanh Tan Valley.

cmpany "D" on 20 January 1968 made a significant intelligence catch
sapturing an-NVA .Sergsant amd two VC collabrators. Information
tained from these prisoners pinpointed VC and ‘NVA Ppestupply routes,

o~

méLizods of resupply,. times :of “resupply movement and other tactical

L.

'_*fo;metlon of enemj act1v1tW'1n “the- Co Bi Thanh Tan Valley.z;_

Weauhe*‘ Weuther belng ‘nfLu*nced by Nortbern Monsoons caused heavy

e

,,rﬂjnxal and limited visibility due to:clouds. This lasted from the

t part of November to -the oxddle of Décember. From the middle of &
Dccember to the last part of that month the weather was clear with &
hizn in the mid 701s. During *he first part of January the weather

‘me extremei;r oloudy and 11mited visihilluy. '

7 Mlsslon,"“ | ‘tody dlnate all missions for ‘the securlty of

iamp Bvans and its ancil;ary faeilities and conduct extensive ambushes, -

"OF'y, LP¥s and patrols within BOU0 meters of Camp Evans and Lompany

s-ue Searoh and Desuroy Oneratlons throughout the assigned AO,

8m uéncept of O_Eeratlono One Company (Rein) malntalned perimeter
security for Camp Evans. One Company (-) outposted Hill #51 and conduc-
ted activities out to 5000 meters of their Camp Evans perimeter. One
pldtoon provided security for Hill #674 and the remdinder of the Batta-
1Lot conducted ccntinious day and night -search and destroy, interdic4
tion, counterguerrilla. and ambush act1v1tlee.
99 Ltecuc‘on. Dur1n5 the perlod 21 November to 22 January 1968 the

t Fx ttﬂ«lon, 9th Marines was located at’ Camp Evans, RVN as. the -
“Infantry Battalion. The mission of the Battalion was to prov1de
for the ‘Security of Camp Evans and its ancillary facilitiss at PK-17
(YD652280), an ARVN Artillery Position; Hill #51 (YD549281), a Rifle
Fintoon (Rein) Strongpoint; -and Hill #6774 (¥YD516219) -a Rifle Platoon
(Fein) Strongpoint/Radio: Relay Station. In addition to. He‘defenSe of -
Cemp Evans and its ancil: ary. facilltles, the Battalion “also .7
reqguired to place sne Rirfle Platoon (Pe?'),unﬁor opsraiticnal control
of the 2d Battalion, 26th Marines as »ity for a "Rocik Jrusher"
ted by the Seabees at Nam Hoa 'Y” ,3). Comipany "B" came under
26th Marines on 24} November

uskae In known avenues or approach
within 5000 meters of the Cuﬂp Evang pfrrmeter.jg:;'- o
From ' 22=-2i November 1967 Lhore was mo significant occurrances within E
nes AO. Units Pcam +ho Battelion conducted routine daylight
end night th)tleQ t0- 1ne1ude yu+rojs ambushes and llstenlng posts‘
in uhe\Cs.p‘Evans NJClﬂLty : :
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Durlng +hls tlme tHe Battalion Command Group, the Battallon Rear,
"H&S" Company, - Company. "A" and Company "C" were located within the
Camp Evans perimeter,. Companv "B" was located’ at Nam Hoa (¥YD744133).
under operatlonal codtrol of the 24 Battalion, 26th Marlnes ahd
Gompany "DY was oceupying the ‘three Platoon (Rein) Strongpoints at
Pr-17 (¥D552280), Hill #51 (YDS}928T) and Hill #67 (¥D516219).

(n 25 November Company "A" was assigned the mission of denying access
and eutting off lines of coemmunications in the village of XOM BO DIEN,
prlatoon and squad size patrcls found numerous fighting holes, bunkers,
and three N-26 grenades booby traps resuliting in one WIA medevaced,
Company "C" while on a 1n4antry/tank patrol approximately 2000 meters
scuth of Camp Evans sustained one minor WIA from a booby trapped 105mm
rcund and had four wheels knocled off a tank.

n 26 November 1967 to 4 December 1967 there was no significant
;;cgcu:“dnceq within the 4th Marines AO. Units from the Battalion conduc-
«d 2outine daylight and night time activities. to include patrols,

sMbushes and listening posts in the Camp Evans vicinity.

On 5 December a daylight OP at ¥D513282 observed approximately
. Fifteen VG at YD503277. The personnel &f the OP took the VC under fire.

AT sweep of the area later revealed three VC KIA (Conf), and four VC
KIA (Prob). Aggorted equipment was found during the search of the area.
The equipment was forwarded to the Battalion S-2.
Oon 6 December a Platoon (Rein) from Company "D" at Hill #51 (YD513282)
received one-Vietnamege male under the Chieu Hoi Program. The
individual concerned turned himself in under a white flag., The Chieu-
, HDl carried assorted equipment and wore green shorts and shirt. The
- equipmént - and Chieu Hoi were forwarded to the Battalion S-2, . -
y At 1840H on6 December Company "B" at Nam Hos (YD?hu133) recelved
: approx1ma’ely thlrty-flve rounds of enemy. 82mm morter fire., All the -
. rounds.landed ‘within the Company's perimeter causing six WIA and elght
“KIA(one KIA was a Kit Carson Scout). Counter mortar flre was flred
with- 81mm mortars,‘with unhobserved results.
. The period 7-13 December 1967 was uneventful with no signlflcant
, occuvrances for the Battalion, Durlng ‘this period routine daylight
asid night activities to include: patrols, anbushes, OPls’ and LP!s were
conducted by the Battalion. .
On 1 December Company ''B" (Reln) and Company “D" (Rﬁln) sw1tched
AO's using motor vehicles and helicopter . transportatlon. The new
locations of the Compénies placed Company "D" (Rein) at Nam Hoa
(YD7444133) under operational ‘control of the 24 Battalion, 26th Marines
while Company "B" (Rein) occupied the three Platoon (Rein) sbrongpoints
at PK-17 (YD652280), Hill #51 (549281) and Hill #674 (¥D516219).

During the period 16-17 December 1967 the Battalion employed routine -

daylight and night activities to include patrols, ambushes, OP's and

. LP's. There were no sigrificant oscourrances within the Lth Marines AO,
On 18 Decembe;.-968 bomw'ay neh foved b the vic1nity of ¥YDLB541E to
establish a blocking tion in conzzceidon with a joint Marine/ARVN

Airborne Operation in Lhe airs8 of tht Thbroau: Wlthoyt Joy“."
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Company "C" departed Camp Evans on 18 December and moved via motorized

riarch to the vicinity of YD460LOO where ‘they disembarked from vehicles'

‘and set out by foot on the north .side of the Thoc Ma River. At the seame
w;*‘m: two "Boston:Whaler" type boats with outboard motors moved up the
s¢ Ma Plver, abreast of Company "C". In the vicinity of ‘¥YDL 73417,
pany: "C"' using their boate crossed the river to their assigned
“brocking position in the vicinity of YDhBShlS '

<. A% 37059 on I8 December Company "C" received two rounds ‘of  60mm

nortaﬂ fire from an enemy position at YDu82523. Due to ‘the prox1m1ty
5 of 'the enemy position M~79 grenade launchebs were used to counter- ‘the
'\Héncmy fires..At 2245H on 18 December a squad (Rein) ambush from

S Gompany "0 made contact with: four VC in the v1c1n1ty of YDu77u22

Jponr springing their ambush, the squad (Rein) began receiving automatic
_wicspons fire from four different enemy positions around the ambush site,

The squed (Rein) broke contacét with the enemy and returned to .the.
2nies perimeter., The result of the action resulted in one VC {Prob),

m 9 Dscember 1967 Company "C" detonated a surprise explosive devicw
while enterﬂng a gate into a .small hamlet ‘at"¥YDL77427. The resulting
explosion caused one USMC: casualty ‘who was medevaced. At 2019H on 19
December Company "C" received approximately three rounds of 60mm
mortar fire from an enemy position at YD4 80430, The incoming ‘rounds..
caused three USMC caaualtles, all. mlnor..Counter mortar fire was shot
with ‘artillery.

.On 20 De¢ember Company e departed 1ts position in conJunction with
“Ehe completlon of the operation., As the Company was crossing the  Thoc.
. Ma- River at YDL 73417, one boat began taking water and capsized. All
‘personnel made it safely to the shore but considerable equipmeht was
lost. The’ boat was uprighted anf brought to shore., At this time, the.
second boat was dlspatched to pick up & Recon/Scuba Team at the My

hanh Bridge where the Thoc Ma River meets National Highway #l. When
the divers returned to the. area, security was set up on both sides of
the .river and the lost equipment was recovered. Just as the divers had
reccvered the last of the equipment, they began receiving heavy auto-
matic weapons fire. The security forces returned fire and reported
oLserving two VC fall resulting in two VC KIA (Prob)..A squad was
~dispatched to search the enemy firing positions but athn,'automatic
we“pons fire began, prchibitimg the searchforCc from completing their
mission. As ‘the firing ceased, the remaindgr of Company "C" the Scuba
Tesm, the retrieved ‘equipment and +l° ‘boats began thsir movement -
scuttwest to reach National Highway #i. In the vicinity of Ap Phouc
Phu, the Company again was taken. unucr heavy automatlc weapons fire.
The Company immediately returned fire under the enemy broke contact,
The contact resulted in six VC KJA (Conf). The remainder of the Com-
pany "C"'s movement returadd to Cswmn Fvans via motorized maréh.

The remainder ~ lue Buiifalion repcritsd i Q1gn1f1canr occurrances
during the period 18.20 lecendes 1557,

Ths period 2i- 22 Decimver 196( $howad the 4%n Marinés X0 to be ‘quiet
‘'Wwith no significant cccurraices, Routine dayllght and night activites
to include patrols,’amoushes, L“'s and LTTe Were conducted by the
Battalion. -

2
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On 23 Dscember in the vicinity of ¥D582298 a Platoon (Rein) patrol
o ar o f1 . ¢ . .
ifrom Company "4 recsived approximately forty-two rounds of friendly
srtilllery fire on their defensive perimeter, The Platoon (Rein) was
get for the night when the rounds, with no prior warning began falling
near their perimeter, The incident resulted in two USMC casualties,
both of which were evacusted by helicopter on 2l December 1967.

On 2l December a large artillery mission was fired on VC in the open
in the vicinity of ¥YD5252L6. On 25 December Company "C" was helilifted
to the above coordinates to conduct a search of the area in hopes of
finding evidence of enemy activity in the area. The searched disclosed
no evidence of enemy activity in the area and Company "C" returned to
Comp Evans late in the afternoon on 25 December 1967,

On 2¢ December Company "A" was helilifted into.a landing zone at
YD515L2 in the vicinity of the "Street Without Joy". Their mission
was to occupy & blocking position at YD5084L2 in conjunction with an

"amphibious operation being conducted t: the SLF, Upon occupying the
landing zone, suspected enemy movemer! was observed in the area.
Search of & swamp.adjacent tc the lswéing zone resulted in the capture
of one VC (Conf). &s the Company swe % north from the landing zone to
the blocking position, steady enemy resistance in the form of sniper
fire developed into small fire fights but the enemy consistantlx broke
contact to avoid a full scale engagement. At nightfall Company A"
agssumed their defensive position at ¥YD5084)2. _ :

On 27 December Company "A" conducted a Search and Pestroy Operation
in the vicinity of their blocking position, Enemy sniper fire was
ancountered throughout the day but ma jor fire fights failed to develop.
The search of numerous hamlets in the area turned up many bunkers and
fighting holes, some of which required the use of demolition to destroy.
At nightfall Company "A" returned to its blocking position in the
vicinity of YD508LL2. A

On 28 December Company "A"™ continued its Search and Destroy Opera-

.tion' in the vicinity of théir blocking position. Platoons (Rein) were
emplcyed as blocking and sweeping forces as the area was sgstemically
seurched, Once again, numsrous bunkers and fighting holes were found
thwoughout the hamlets in the area. Enemy sniper fire continued during
the day. An air observer on.station assisted the ground forces in
locating an enemy pesition at YD3344Li0. Fizxed wing air sfrikes and
artillery were fired at the enemy positiocn, Late in the afternoon on

28 December 1967 Company "D" 1st Battalicn, 1st Yarines came under
operational control of the 1lst Battaiion, 9th Marinszs and was helis
lifted into ths vicinity of ¥D52CL50 to reinforce Company "A", The
‘evening of 28 Decerniber found Company "A" and Company "D" occupying

- “defensive positions 1m the vicinitby of the orignial blocking position.

. Company "A" received three sonnds of 40rm mortar fire within their
defensive position during the nignt., Covnter battery was fired.

On 29 Decembar bcth Conmpunias hold their blocking positions and
conducted squad (XHein) airi Plateon {(Roin) patrols in the area,
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» . 0or 30 December in conjunction Nlth their return to Camp Evans Company
"D" s3tablished & blocking position at ¥YDS10430 while Company "A",
locased at YD513LL9 swept southeast into the blocking pesition. Heavy
snipsr fire was encountered, developing into several fire fights. The
onems also employed 50mm mortars against both Companies. At 1100E on
30 Dicember an armored convey of seven Otters dnd fourteen Armored
“ﬂrsumel Carriers left Camp Evans to rendezvous With the two Companies
Sinée btime wes of the esssnce the Armored convoy moved to YD51342l to
expatite the movement of the two Companies and at the same time support
- them if necessery: At epproximately 1l.00H Company "A" passed through

- Compiny "D"te blocking position, was loaded and :«dispatched to- Camp
"Evani, Company "D" then withdrew from their blocklng -positién in’ trace
of tis aehicjes,eand established & strongpoint at’ YD538u08 torawait the
retury of the Armored vehicWe s At ;63OH the armored: vehicles after
shut:ing Compaﬁy A £4 Camp BEvans,’ returned to the strongp01nt picked

.,rv “npsny "DV and ‘returned to . Camp Evens. -

Th: entire eperatlon ‘Prom 26-31 December’ resulted in fourteen VC KIA
~n(~Pﬁ_9 saventeen VC=KIA: “(Prob) . and . one POW, Freendly casualties
amounied ‘to three 4IA. of which one was a: Kit Carson Scout and twenty

WIA, "he remsinder of the’ Battelnon conducted routine daylight and

night activities durlng the perlod 26-31 December 1967. .

Or 2 Jenyary 1968, the Battalion was moved from the Camp Evans area
o tht Khe Sanh Covba+ Base, its mission was to establlsh, occupy and -
efenc a defensive stronpoint. ,erthwest of the Khe Panh Combat Base

erimeter (XDB831L417),

Or. ; January 1968, Company "D" was returned to Camp Evans and came

nder the operatlonal control of the 1lst Battalion, 9th Marines, The
f cmpary had prev1ou51y been located at Nam Hoa (YD741133), the site of

"Rock Crusher" operated by the Seabees, On 2 January 1908 there was
no 3} gﬂﬂplcant oavurramres within the Lth Marines A0, Routine daylight
&r:d night activitiez, %o include patrols, ambushes, LP's and OP!s were
‘ coaducted in tha J’Clnlt‘* of Camp Bvans.

on 2 Jesuary 1968 personnel from the 34 Platoon, Company "B" located

ot HiTy #51 (¥D5L9281) observed ywo Marines approaching the hill from

+the gsovth. The two Marines turned out to be the ‘only’ svrvivors from
<D1v1sicn Reconnaissance Team "Tarzan", which had made contact with the.

-eremy the . prev1ous day. Six of the eight man tean had been killed. by.

the enemy, The two survivors of the Reconnaissance Teem were: plcked up
by helicopters at Hill #51 and peturned to their pa"enu wnite

- 0n Ly January 1968, Conpany. "D ~while'operating in the vicinity of
YDL86275 was assxgned the mitsien of retrieving. the bodies of the

members of ‘Division R T Team” “Tarzan killed l? action on
12 Januarg T8, AL 3G v-19068; the- 2Q and 34 -‘latoon of
- Company reinforced with an Eng;neer Téam and a Forward &ir Control
‘Team loaded on four CH-L& Helicoptews ond: bsgan Operatlon Tarzan. The

two .platoons were: flown tu the viciuity cf Reconnalssamce Team's last
knowr position and one p1atoon ]a1eed in & landing %one at YD558230;
while the other remalned ir réserve.: Ihn pla*oon mowed'approx1mately

50 meters to the ‘south, " flndlng +h6 &bgectlve area, the gix bodies and

varlous equlpment.
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The bodies and equipment and the twd Platoons of Company "D" were then
helilifted from the objective area with the two Platpons returning via
helicopter to its Company operating base at YDLB88275 while the other
helicopters with the bodies end equipment returned to higher headquar-
ters., Following the completion of Operation Tarazan, Company "D" (Rein)
continued on its assigned mission in the vicinity of YDL88275. At 1325H
on Y4 Januery 1968, a platoon size patrol from Company "C" (Rein),
received one WIA from a surprise explosive device, The incident occurred
in the vicinity of YDL97323, the man was medevaced. On 5 January 1968
there were no significent occurrances in the Lth Marines A0, The
Battalion conducted routine daylight and night activities in the Camp
Evans vieinity,. v ’ '

At 1200H on 6 January 1968, a composite platoon from "H&S" Company
was used to detain a group of Vietnamese personnel lingering near the
Cemp Evans perimeter., Two of the squads were helilifted behind the

.Vietnamese personnel and swept east driving the Vietnamese into a 3d
squad serving as a blocking force. Twenty Vietnamese were detained and
later released as innocent civilians, ' :

At 1130H on 7 January 1968, a platoon size patrol from Company "B"
received aniper fire from the vicinity of ¥YD575269. A Scout Sniper
Team attached to the platoon brought the sniper under fire resulting
in one VC KIA (Conf). At 1140H on 7 January the same platoon from
Company "B" received one WIA as a result of 2 surprise explosive dsvice
The wounded Marine was medevaced, ' : R

At 1620H on 7 January 1968, Company "D" returned to Camp EBvans
follewing the completion of its Search and Destroy mission in the
vicinity of ¥D488275. A glatoon size ambush from Company "B" was - .
trigpered at 2145H on 7 January 1968. The contact resulted in one NVA
KIA (Conf). A French submachinegun and other assorted gear was capbured
and forwarded to the Battalion S-2, ' '

During the early morning hours of 8 January 1968, a platoon size
ombush from Company "B" called an artillery mission on suspected enemy
rovement at YD58L29L. The area was checked at first light with negative
results.

At 1140H on 8 January 1968, Company "A" (Rein) departed Camp Evans

to conduct a Search and Destroy Operation in the vicinity of YD595270.
Leter thet same afternoon, Company "A" (Rein) observed five VC in the
vicinity of ¥YD583274., A Scout/Sniper Team attached to Company "A" (Rein)
brought the VC under fire resulting in one VC KIA (Conf). One U. S. M-1
carbine was cepturad and forwarded to the Battalion S-2,

At 2145H on 8 Jenuary 1968, a squad size ambush from Company "A"
accounted for five VC KIA (Conf) when they triggered their ambush at
YD593294, A search of the -2 found s8ix ID Cards, documents and two
(two hundred and fifty'pound bombs. The V& were transporting the bombs
for use as surprissc explosive devi- = on Route #1 in the vicinity of
Camp Evans, . e L ‘ et
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& squad s8ize {atrel from Company "C"'dbsérved and took under fire
taree VO at ¥YDU42299, ths incident occurred on .16 January. The area
was later cheecked with dagative results. A platoon size patrol from
Company “B" opprehendgd one VO suspect at YD558252, The suspect was
forwarded to thes Regimental 3.2 for_qugstioning, A group of VC were
gpotted by o platoon size patrol from Company "D" af ¥YD556257, the
‘distance betwesr tha Marines and the Viet Cong was too great for _
small arms s0 an artillery mission was fired on the. enemf. A check -
T the @rea revealed blood on the ground, Partially built .bunkers
wera also found in''he area, At 1330H on 16 -January 1968, Company "B"
while on a Search md Destroy Operation, received one Marine KIA and

ene Kit Corson Scout WI#, The casualties were caused by a surprise

explosive device. The Kit Carson Scout and the Marine KIA were later
medsvaced., -
There weie

cccurrances in the Lth Harines AO on the
tsalion employed its routine daylight and night
C Byans aref.

968, a platocn ambush from Company "C" located at
eleoven VO in the vicinity of YD551250, The platoon
rd

2
st
bl
o)

‘ i the crneny bub was taken under fire by another’
17 unis in the avea, The platoon assumed a defensive position and
'ry on the snemy pesiticn, The enemy then broke contact
moved out of the arse, A sweep of the area revealed fresh blood
v£8 and two straw hats. The remsinder of the Lth Mdrines A0 was

: on the 16th, =~ = '
0. 19 January, Company "D received one USMC WIA as & result of
iper fire, The company was moving west in the vicinity of YD600288
& sniger took then under fire, The company returned fire with
™% but failed to get the sniper, Thg wounded Marine was mede-
A% 1LOOH on 19 January 1968, a squad size patrol from Compeany
sepved enemy movement on a road in the vicinity of ¥YD556240, The
conbeoted the Uombany Cormander at Hill #51 (YD5L9281) and two

ST I ing

o

squads were sent out to the area of the siting., When the two squads
1hed the area; they deployed on léne and made contact with the ermmy
re fight developed during which a A0 Spotter Plone arrived in the
The A0 contrclled an artillery mission on the enewmy position.
F owing the artillery mission the two squads gwzps the area and
ancther fire fight developed. Finally, the enemy broke contact and
moved south into the. mountains. The fire fight resulted ir. six NVA KIA
(Cenf) and the capture of assorted enemy eguipment including one AK-47
riirie. The ‘captured eguipment was forwarded to the Regimental S-2, B
At 0755H on 20 January 1958. 8 nistdon -size ambush from Company "DV
received approximately tweniy rounds of cutomatic weapons fire at
¥D598286, The ombush ohscrvei hrge VO running and. pursued them. The
ambush fired on the VG reasulting te one VG KIA (Conf), A female Viete .
Namese was alsu =zaptired 2:64 detainci ac @ VES, The VCS was forwarded
to the Phong Pien Dishrict asacuarters for interrogation, ‘
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At 19008 on 20 aruary 1968, the st Battallon, 9th Marines Chopped
oparational conbrol of the uth Marines and came under the operational.

control of the lst Marinss,

At 114SE on 20 Janusry 1966, Company "D" captured one North " -
Vietnamese BRegular ‘rmy bergOJnt and two VC POW at ¥YD610271l. The POW's
had varicus sauipmant wnloh was forwardsd to Regimental S5=2, The BOW's
wers forwsrded to lst ITT Team at Cemp Evans. At 1810H on 20 January

"D received approx1mately 100 rounds of sniper fire and' f ur

Company "DV
REG?s into their pogitions in-the wicinity of YD605265. The  Company '
returned fire with small arms, grenade launchers ang’ 60mm nortar rounds,
Action resultsd in one USHE WIA“and one Ve KIA (Gonf). The Marlne
was medavaced, : o
COn 21 fﬁr1ﬂry ¢ns Marine personnel was injured by a sdrprise
exp1031"ﬁ dgvice ot YD5'°296 The wounded. Marine was medevaced, The
remainder of uhe izt harines A0 was qulet with the Batta .ion omploylng
its roubins VIighu and nlght act1v1t1e to includs phuro]s, ambush
Eud LJSthLng L ; Wi tb1m the Camp Evanu'eree.

AL 08205 on 2R otruapy sq‘.m sice ambush frgm Company "D" recelved
eon;oxlm@rely ten roun D600285, The- squad’ returned
fire and wounded cne . : attempted to escape
but wag finally ca: urea ufter the qquad had’followed 1“‘S' treck of

13 d from tha wouma,'Tue VG later died due to 1ess of blood all -

L!able efIO't Wil madp to zeep the V& allve. At 1010H on 22 January
cxe Marine from’ Com nany DY activnted a sunprlse explos1ve device at’
DEGL282, Three fr:end'y cagsualties were suStalned, of which one was
: - Carson Scout, #11 the caaualtiés vere medevaced, At approximately
1200H on 22 Janusry 2968, the Battallon was prdereq to prepare.for an
immediate displacemeat to Khe “anh Combai Bass at XD849417. Company
P réturned from a Search and Clear Operation via helicopter to Camp
a8 and placed < Standby’ awaltlng helicopter transportation to.. the
Uembat Base. At 1L20H 22 January 1968, the helilift of the.
oin o Kne Sanh began. Company "D", Company 'a", Company "B"
€ Baitalion forward: Command Group’ Wwere then hellllfted to Khe

‘ hu 1900H on 22 January 1968 the 1st. Marines rellnqulshed operatlonal
conbtrel of the lst -Battalion, 9th Marlnes and so ended Operation:
Nf 10 for thlS Battalion, :

UﬂN@M&SSﬂFHF D
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1C. Results., During the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines participation in
CpereTion Neosho the below iisted casualties were listed:

a, Casualties Sustained,.

USMC KIA: 5
USMC WIA: il
USMC MIAa: 9Q

‘b, Jeausltie

"

Ihflicted:

CTC/NVA KIA  (Conf) 3l
VC/NVA KIA (Prob) 24
VO/NVA POW - (WIA) 10

Ce [Laptured Materiils. 411 materials and weapons found during
.t‘his operation were turned cver to the Regimental S-2, No-foodstuffs
o or medicine of Us S, origin were captured from the enemy.,
- 3i. Administrationa

Qe

a&. Supply. Throughout this operation period prime considsration
wos given to maintaining a twenty day supply of Class I, II, III & V
orn Hills #51 (¥YD5LS281) and Hill #67, (YD516219). When feasible
resupply was accomplished by vehicles, but normally entailed the use
¢f helicopters, No major logistical problems wers enccuntered during
this operation, In general, effective support of Battalion activites
weg achieved 1n regards to Class II and IV material,

b, HMaintenonce. The maintenance situstion during this reporting

i
excellent for 34 and Lth echelon repair cof ordnance and
porft equipmsnt. The YDown Time" for combzat essential

nt was reducod when maintenance facilities at FLSGeh was - “°°

C¢. Treatment of Casualties, Evacuation and Hospitalization. The
ricdical care was quite variable due to the differcnt situations, The
care on patrols was handled by corpsmen and consisted of Symptomatic
treatment of everyday complaints and battle casualties. Problems they
couldntt handle and casualties were medevaced to Dong Ha or Pha Bai
for further evaluation. Minor problems were handled at the BAS at Camp
Evans. Medesvacs as a whole were considered very good, : :

d. Transportation., “uring Operation Neosho organic motor trans-
portation was primarily sngeged in household, administrative and ]
resupply runs for the Battolion, Dus to the location of‘our Companies
logistical suppert was provided by M27442 mechanical mules. :

The motor transpert situation has imnroved slightly in the cese of
Mh22A1 during this Operation.

13
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TRE Lack of ML22Al is still serious (elght out of a T/E of twenty),
tut ths 34 and ch echelon service organization are showing complete
nrnnpﬂﬂtlor in the rspid repalp/replﬂcement of thess vehicles.

- e. GCommunications, Radioc communications for Operation Neosho
was reliavle, ALThOUEh some shortages existed due to previous high
ﬂm%"t losses of the AN/PRC~25, Wire communication was used exten31vely
in order %o supplement radlo communication, -

-

Te Medical Evaluation. There Were many problems with immersion
;uOu, ao”181on foot and cellulitis, The silicone ointment was helpful
wnen it was available, Corpsmen checked feet sither daily or every
Otlb” day. A& leck of elesctricity during this Operation made refrigera-
tien impossible and therefore many shots were not available, Several
casces of carbon monoxide occurred seccendary to rld;ng in Gtters, Rashes
wers prevnfent and Felt by scme to be accentmated by the rain suits,

12, Specizl By 1prent and Tect ulques. Prior to and during the first
weexs of_Qperaulon Neesho the 13t Battalion, 9th Marines discovered
three individuel resction techniques of 31vn1flcant value in redu01ng
casualties, The first was the "Quick Fire" techniques described in the
3d Marine Yivision publization: under the title "Quick Pire Report".
The second technique is to simply lay flat on the ground when under
mortar attack so that only a direct or nearly direct hit will cause
8 cosualty with emphasis placed on early warning through recognition
¢f the sound of a mortar firing, And thirdly, the surprise explosive
devices in the Neosho erea were found to be predominantly of a delay
fune variety, The Battalion found that the individaal tripping such a
dovice could run out of the casualty radius of most of these dev1ces,
1f thers was - no significant delay in reacting, This was done in the
fieid con seversl occassions during Operation Neosho,. Hence, there. ‘three
PGJCG’ﬁﬂ‘Leﬁhn'queS were taught in a "Jungle Trail" walk~through course
ongtructsd. by the Battalion which employed bcoby traps made of M-26
@rﬁnmm fuzes, surprise small arms targets and live mortar firs
lriposting about 300 meters from:the trainees., This "Jungle Trail'.
training was made part of:the Battallon 8 indoctrinaticn and retraining
program, During the Battalion!'s first weeks in Opcratlon NeosHo it
vas also found thnt large sweeps were of little value.in operations
against the VC, The only result of these sweeps. was to subject friendly
personnel ‘£o constant sniper fire ond surprise explosive devices, In
lieu of sweeps, the Battalion employed a technique which had not been
employed in recent menths in the Camp Evans area. Blatoon and squad
size units were dispatched at night to ambush sites which they occupied
that night and the follcwiug day., On the second night they would move
~ to another pesition and repeat the »rocess, abd so: forth for periods
up to four days. This technique redvcsd friendly casualties, increased
the number cf enemy contacts and kills, permitted better coverage of
the AO, neutralized eneny resupply routes,. shifted the initiative to
the friendly units and allowed swall uuits to operate successfully in
the Co Bl Thanh Tan Valley where larges waits had oper“ted in the past
with little significant ground contact

1
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13. Commanders Analysis

8s In order to close with the enemy, intradict his ability to
resupply food, equipment and personnel from mountain bass camps to the
coastal areas, it was necessary to design friendly unit into smaller
groups. This allowed speed of movement, better control, as well as
coverage over a larger enemy area Ssimultaneously with the Battalion,
required defense of Camp Evans,

b, Sinve this Battalion had come from the DMZ and conventional
type warfare, it was paramount that small unit training must be accome
plished concurrently with our assigned combét mission. Since the
immediate aroa was heavily laden with surprise explosive devices, this
mission was two. fold; find them and dispose of them, prevent the enemy
from emplacing them on Iikely avenues of approach, roads and trails,
Special concurrent training was instigated involving live fire,

.discovery of delay fuze explosive devices in time to react, jungle ’
treil training, as well as live firing of all organic Battalion weapons,

Co Since the VC will not heavily engage friendlies with it being
of his "Own time of choosing" it was discovered that large sweeps of
Company size or larger was ineffective as it was impossible to fix the
enemy, the ratio of friendly/enemy kills was not acceptible, Therefore,
all daylight movement was kept to an absolute minimum, Patrol bases,
ambush sites and potential enemy assembly areas were approached after
the hours of darkness. Thereby establishing fixed positions by which
to draw the enemy to us., In addition by constantly moving from day to
day, the enemy was unable to fix our positions and negated to a degree
his freedom of movement, In effect, we were able to turn the tables

80 to speak, in using his tactics. &n additional obvious effort, was
the maximum use and economy of forces as well as a larger AO coverage,

‘ d. To establish the above techniques was not without its "Trial

and Error" process and necessary indimdividual skills and.stealth in
night training for all Battalion persomnel, After learning and
becoming familiar with our AQ, weathser, terrain, peculiarities of the
enemy in this area, we were able to basicly take the initiative away
from the enemy. Then the current oxigencies required the movement of
this Battalion to another area of operation, It wiIl require a relisve
ing unit sometime to again establish a firm control and knowledge of
this area of operation regardless of techniques of opesration so
utilized. )

1y, Recommendation.

a. The Cemp Evans area was found to be interlace with waterways
both chartered and unchartered varying from seasonal flood lands to
-8Wift rivers, In many instances this Ba%talion's patrols were eithen
unable to cross watcrways or were chenncl®zed over man-made erossings,

LS
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the aafety, amount and the value of the Marine's equipment makes
swimming an unacceptable means of constant navigation., Also clandestine
riverine opesrations are folt tc be necesgsary in ccmplebely neutralizing
.enemy supply routes. Therefore, it is recommended that infantry units,
especially those orerating in lowland arcaes have ¢ight to ten man
rubher rofts aveilablo 3¢ them for.the conduct of normel cperatiomse . .. .

a

be. During Necshc the Battalion also found that nelicopter
resupply missicns had to be ateorted for many days at a time beecause
of ineclimate weather, Thus it is recommended that o twenty day supply .
of (lasses I, IT, TII and V be established and maintained at all semi~
permanent, isclated positions, observation posts or strongpoints,

live fire training to be feasible
= eXtremely valuable in a guerrilla/counterzuerrilla situation such
. the Cemp Bvans sre~, Such t ning should include marksmanship,
quicik~fire training, a wslk tinrough reaction range, and fire aond

t. The Battolion aiso £5

o

mensuver. All organic weapens should be included whenever possihle and
treining should include both counterguerrilla and conventionsl tactices,

d: When the Fortures of war will allcw it is highly advisable/ ‘
irable to have militery units remairn in the same AO's to capitalize
the knowledge technigves, weathsr and terrain snd from the specific
ssons Learned". It is felt that if this Battalion had remained in
the Camp Evans area for aun indefinite period, more results would have
veen accomnplished,
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