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1. DESIGNATION 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL- DATA 

COMMANDERS 

1st Batta.lion, 9th t1arines J. F. MITCHELL 
1 January-) 1 January 1968 

11 H&Sn Company 

Oompany "A" 

Oompany- l1 C" 

.:..' .'n. .j! Company ·.D 

Capt .fT.. W • CARGILE 
1 January-8 January 1968 
1st Lt-.· M. J.. WALKER 
9 Janua.ry-31 January 1968 

Capt. H. J.
1
M. RADCLIFFE 

1 January-31 ~anuary 1968 

Capt. R. T. BRUNER 
1 January-26 January ]968 
1st Lt. A. N. f1ANGHAM JR. 
27 January-31 January 1968 

1st Lt. K. L. HARMON 
1 January~8 January 1968 
Capt. J. W. CARGILE 
9 January-31 January 1968 

Capt. F. L. SCHAFER 
1 JanuarY-31 January 1968 
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-2. Durtng the period 1-22 January 1'168. the ls't Bncttailon, 9th 
,Marines ~J!I Ide'ated. at Camp Evans, RVN and for the rest of this 
reporting perfod the Be:tta.lion was located at a strongpoint northwest 

--or'""Uie---""Kl1e Sarih Camba t Base. 

MOO~~~~ leERS' 

E:x;ecuti ve Officer; 

S-1 

S-2 

S-3 

S-4 

S-5 

1\1'8.101' J., A. DONNELLY 
1 ;iJa.ri:ual~Y .. 31 January 1968 

1st Lt. P'. A. WOOG 
~January .;. 31 Janua.ry 1968 

, lst Lt. It. J" ARBOLEDA 
'1 Ja.Iiuary- 31 January ,]968 

Major E. M. RINGLEY 
1 January .. 31 January 1968 

ls·t Lt. J. M. GEORGI 
1 January .. 31 January 1968 

1st Lt.-R,. j.ARBOLEDA 
l.Tantiary - 3 i January 1968 

4. Average. i"Ion:thI'y' '$;trength 
. ., .' - i. . 

OFF -
42 I 

USMC -
~ 

lI54 

QEE 

2 
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PART. II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

DU:r>U:g the, period 1-22 January 1968, the 1st tiattalion, 9th .'. 
Marines was located at Camp Evans, RYN as the Resident Infantry 
Battnlion. The mission of the Battalion was to provide fo~the 
secuY"i i;~" of Camp Evans and its ancillary .facilities at PK ... 17 (YD652-
280;'" anAHVN ArtilleryPositionj HIll #51 (YD54928r): a Rifle Pla­
toon ~Rein).strongpo:tntJ a.nd Hill #674 (1D516219)~ a Rifle Platoon 
{Hein) Strongpoint/Radio Relay Station~ The Battalion waB further ' 
requiped to provide available personnel rer sa.turation patrolling, ' 
and ambushing in known avenues of approach within 5000 meters of the 
Camp Evans Perimeter. . 

On 22 January 1968, the Battalion was moved from the Camp Evans 
area to the Khe Sarth Combat BaSe, its mission i..ras to establish, 
occupy and defend a defensive str6ngpoint northwest of the Kbe Sanh 
Combat Base Perimeter. (XD83lttlri). 

On 1 January 1968, Compnny ID was returned to Camp Evans and came 
under operational control of the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines. The 
Company had previously been located at Nam Hoa (YD744133), the site 
of e. "Rock Crusher" operated by the Se'lbees .. On 2 January 1968 there 
were no significant occurrances within the 4th Marines .AO. Routine 
daylight and night activities,,' to include patrols" ambushes, LPls 
and OP's were conducted in the vicinity of Camp Evans. 

On 3 January 1968,. personnel from the 3d Platoon, Company liB", 
located at Hill #51 (YD54928l) Observed two Marines approaching the 
hill from the south. The two Marine s turned .out to be the only 
survivorsfram Division Reconnaissance Team Tarzan, which made con­
tact with the enemy the previous da.y. Six of the. eight man team had 
been killed by the enemy_ The two survivors of the Reconnaissance 
Team were pdlcked up by hel·icopters at Hill #51 and returned to their 
parent unit. . 

On 4 January 1968, Company ltD" while operating in the vicinity of 
YD488275 was assigned the mission of retrieving the bodies of the 
members of Division Reconnaissance Team Tarzan, killed in action on 
2 January 1968. At 1140H on 4 January 1968, the 2d a~d 3d Platoon of 
Company liD" reinforced with an Engineer Team and a FOl~ard Air 
Control Te8lll" loaded on four CH-46 Helicopters and Began Operatioh 
Tarzano The two pIe. toone . were flown to the vicini"cy of Reconnais­
sance Team last known position and one landed in a landing zone e.~ 
YD5,6230 while the other remained in reserve. The platoon moved 
apprOXimately 150 meters to the south, finding the objective area, 
the six bodies and various equipment. The bodies and equipment and 
3d Platoon of Com:,,)sny liD" 'Here t!J.:~!1 helilifted from the objective 
area with the Jr". Plc.tcC'!. t:9ing ~':::t~).rnGd via helicopter to its com­
pany operating t'~~J?' at ~::.~Ji~88275it~;.~L~.'e the other helicopters with the 
bodies and equipment r'otE!'ned 1..:' ;,~:.;.:;h,::i.· headquarters. 

111------., .... _ .. _- ENCLOSURE (l) .... 
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Following the ~ompletion of Ope:ration Tarzan Compe,py "D" (Rein) . 
continued cmitljl assigneq, misl?~on ~¥ the vlcinityqr~8827:5~ 'At 
l325H on 4 January, a platooI1<$!~e'patrol 'from Company 'C tl (Rein). 
recei ved one WIA from Ii ~urp:rt~e. 6JCplos.ive device. The incident· 
occurred in th~vicinity of YD4:97323 , :the;,man wasmedevaced. On 
5 January 1968, there were no $ignlf4cant. ()ccurranc.es in the 4th 
Marines AO. The Battalion ~oIl41icted'routine daylight and night 
activities' in the;:"Oru:p.p EvansY~9i~~ty~ . . 

At 1200H on'6 January 1968, '8, composite platoon from "H8cS" Company 
was used to detain a group of Vi~tna.mese personnel lingering near 
the Camp Evans perimeter. TWo oi tlie sauadswerehelilifte(i'behind 
the Vietnamese personnel and swept east driving the Vietnamese into 
a 3d squad serving as a blocking force. Twenty'Vietnamese weI'e . 
detained and later relessed as innocent civilians. 

At 1130~ 9n 7 Janua:t>Y 1968, a platoort size patrol from Company "Bn 

racei ved 'i:Jniper fir\3 +r,om the vicinity of YD575269. A S.cout Sniper. 
T.ream attached to the 'pJ;~t;oon brought the sniper under fire ~esulting 
in on~ VC KIA (Conf') • At 1140H on 7, January 1968, the same platoon 
from Company "B" rece~"ed one WIAas a~es\ll,~ 9f a surprise explosive 
device •. The Marine was medevaced. . ..... . 

At.l620H 01';1 7 Januai-y 1968, Comp~ny .I'D". 'returned to C!i4l1D~vanS 
following ~he completion of its. search and destroy mission in the 
vicini ty 0'fYD488275. A platoon size ambush from Company "Bit was 
triggered at 2i45H o~ 7 January 1968. The contact resulted in one 
NVA KIA (Conft. A French submachiriegun and other assorted gear was 
captured and forwarded to the Battalion S-2. . 

During the early morning hours of ~ January 1968; a platoon size 
ambush from Company "B" called an ~tt,i1lery mission on suspected 
enemy movement at YD584294. The area w.8.S checked at first light with 
negative results. 

At 1'1,40H 8 January 1968, Company "A" (Rein) departed Camp Evans 
to conduct a Search and Destroy Operntion in the vicinity of YD595 
270. Later the same afternoon,. Company "A" (Rein) observed five VC 
in the vicinity otYD58.3274. A S~out/Siliper Team.attached toCotnpany 
"A" brought the va under fire resulting in one VC KIA (Con:f). One 

. U.S. M-l Carbi,ne was captured ~n4 :forwarded to ths Battalion 8-2. 
At 2145H on 8 January 1968, a sqUad size ambu£lh from Company 'tAft 

:accouhted for .five VC KIA (C~mf). when they triggered their ambush 
at YD593294.A search of the'area found six ID Curds, documents and 
two, two .hundred and fifty po'und bombs. The VO were transporting the 
bombs fqr use as'surpri~e explosive devices on Route #1 in the 
vi c ini t y of CanlP Evans~" 

On 9 January J.9,68, Corrp&ny"A II (Rein) received two WIAls from a 
surprise explosive d,:;v5.:s at YD594266 " Both injuries were minor. 

At O$15B 10 .Jan~a:;:,~r '~.'-,68, a Platoon (Rein) size ambuflh :from 
Qompany "c" opened 1'::'1) on .one; va ~.:::1 ',. f,ampan on the 0 LAB River 
;1.nthe vicin'ity of YDSl2.339" Tho sa,,:r..pall. ... "'as sunk and one VC KIA 
(Cont) was re.corded~ At 12pbi CC5:mpll1l"l\iAI'J (Rein) received three 
rounds of 60mm mortar rii·.e .:irc:n kb.e ';.' ~ni ty of YD593263 .. An artl1-
l~ry mission was fired and the e .c.~y 1: '.I ('6 oeased. At 1500H the 2d 
Pla:t~)On of Com:pany II An engaged four- to 1'i ve vq at YD604268. 
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, The enetiry were on the south side oftha 0 HO River prohibiting the 

platoon from closing with them. Six hundred pounds of rice was 
discovered and destroyed by Company nAil at YD598267. 

At 2120H a squad size ,ambush from Company "Bit opened fire on 
suspected enemy movement at YD493321. A search of the area at first 
light revealed negative results. In the vicinity of YD5l5337, a r 

squad size ambush from Company "C" fired on suspected enemy troops. 
the ambush site was checked immediately with ne/?ative results. 

On 11 'January 1968,9. platoon from Company "c received three 
rounds or 60mm mortar within th~ir platoon patrol b~seat YD527336. 
No fix was obtained on the enemy position. At 1406H Company "A" 
completed its S,eo.reh a:qd Destroy Operation lina returned to Camp -' 
lllvans. The remainder of the 4th Marines AO was quiet on 11 January. 

On 12 January 1968, Company liB" departed Camp Evans on a Search 
and Destroy mission in the vicinity of YD490)20. Once again, the 
4th Marines AO, was quiet l'ITith no significant 'ec'currances. The Batta-
lion employed its routine daylight and night activities. " 

On 13 January 1968, Company"B" sighted four VC at YD4B7325.' A 
Scout/Sniper Team took the VC under rire and 'observed one VC fall. 
Area was checked out resulting in one VC KIA (Conr). At lo4SH 13 
January Company "B"r,epo'rted one WIA from 0. surpr:!se explosive ; 
device 'placed on a trail'. While waiting for the medevo.c helicopter , 
to evacuate the c~-;,sualty, the company received sporadic sniper fire. 
During the sniper ,fire, another Marine was wounded when he, broke his 
shoulder. while ,seekin~ cO,ver. Both, casualt;es 'were then medevaced. 
The remal.nder of the 4th Marines AO was qU1et for the day., 

Activity in the 4th Marines AO on 14 January 1968, was very light., 
A platoon sizepatrolrrom Company "D" observed thr'ee VC in the 
yic1nity of YD577J07. The platoon opened fire and' 'observed one VC 
fall. The cont9ct reSUlted in the capture of one U.S. M-l Carbine 
and one VC KIA '(Con1'). 

At I04SH on 15 January, one Marine from Company "n"(-} stepped on 
a surprise explosive device at YDS56303 caasing one WIA. The casualty 
was medevaced. A platoon from Company "D" apprehended 2 VC suspects 
while sweepings. small hamlet. The VC suspects were forwarded tq 
Phong Dien District Headquarters where they were found to be on the 
local list of VC in the area. The two suspects were turned over to 
ITT Personnel. The same platoon from Company liB" ia.ter apprehenda.d 

'another Viet Cong suspect in the vicinity of YD566310. "The suspect 
was forwarded t'o Regimental S-2 for questioning. Ai; 1805H a, squad. 
size arribush from Company "Bit received one l"larine WIA from a sUl'prise 
explosive device. The squad was enroute to its ambush site when the 
incident occurred •.. The casus. lty wage ,mede,vaced. 

A squad size patro'L from Company ,ll:G.!' observed and took under fire 
tJ;:lree va at YD532290, the incident. qccurred on'16 January. The area, 
wa~ later checked with negatiyeresuTts. A platoon size patrol 'from 
Company liD" apprehoLded one va su.spect at YD5S8252. The suspect was 
rorw~rded to the Regimental 8-,2 for questionin~. A group of VC were 
spotted by a platoon si'ze patrol from Company nit at YD5.56257, the 
distance between the Marine,s and the; VC was too great ft'1' small arms 
so an artillery mission was fired on the e 
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A c.heck of the area revealed blood on the ground. Partially built 
bU.nkE-H'S were also found in the area. At 1330H on 16 J~nuary 1968, 
Company liB" while on a Search and Destroy Operation 1 received one 
ME-rine KIA and one Kit Carson i:)cout WIA. The casualties were caused 
by a surprise oxplosive device. The Kit·Carson Scoutalid the Marine 
KIA were medevaced late!' .. 

There were no significant occurrl.nces in the 4th Marines AO on 
17 January 1968. The Battalion employed its routine daylight and 
night activities in the ,Camp Evans area~ 

On IS January 1968, a platoon size ambush from Company IiC" located 
at YD556250 spotted eleven VC in the viCinity of YD55I250. The pIa .. 
to:J~1. began moving towards the enemy but was taken under fire by 
a.:~lc,ther enemy unit j_n the ,area. The platoon assumed a defensive 
p':>!:litionand called artillery on the enemy position. The enemy then 
bl~ok€ contact and moved-'out of the area. A sweep of the area revealed 
fre::ih blood tracks and two straw hats. The remainder of the 4th 
IvlaJ."'ines AO ,was Quiet ,on 18 January ]968. " " 

On 19 January 1968, Company ltD" received one USMC WIA as a resul.t 
0:' fmiper fire. The company llJaB moving west in th~ vicinity of 
YD600288 when a sniper took them under fire." The" company returned 
fire with small arms but failed to get the sniper. ThlJ wounded 
fJ.Iarine was medevaced from the area. .' 
," At 1400H on 19 January 1968, a. squad size patrol from Gompany nC" ' 
ot,;:;:erved enemy movement on a road in the vicinity of YD556240. The 
2.'111nd'contactedthe Company Commander at Hill#51 (YD549~81) and two 
more squads were sent out to the area of thesig1J.t111g. When the two 
squads reached the area they deployed on line and made contact with 
the enemy. A fire i'ight developed during which !l'AO Spotter Plane 
arrived,in the a.rea.The AO controlled an artillery mission on the 
enemy position. Following the artillery mission the two squads swept 
the area and another fire fight developed. Finally .. the enemy broke 
contact and moved south into the mountains. The fir~ fight re~ulted 
in six NVA KIA (Conf) and the capture of assorted enemy equipment, ' 
including one AK-47 rifle. The captured equipment was forwarded to 
the Regimental 3.;.2.' , " " , 

At 0755H on 20 January 1968, a. plstoon size ambush i'rom Company, "D" 
rec~ived approximately twenty rounds of automatic weapons fire at 
YD598286. The ambush observed, three VC running a,nd pursued them.' 
The ambush fired on the VC resulting in one VC KIA (Conf). A female 
Vietnamese was also captured and detained, as a VCS. The VCS was"" 
forwarded to the Phong Dien District fteadquarters for interrogllt~on. 

At OBOOH on 20 January 1968, the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines chopped 
operational control of the 4th Narines and '_piCked up by the 1st' " , 
Marines. II" . ,,' ,,' . 

At 11l.~5H on 20 Jilnus.ry 1968, Company nO captured one ,North Viet. 
t;l.amese Regular A~y Sergeant and two¥C'POW at YD610~ll. The POW's 
had various equipment whichwns forwarded to Regimental 3-Z, The :­
POW's were forwnrded to 1st ITT at Camp Evnns. At'a,810Hon 20 'January 
Company "D" rece i ved ,appr.oxi:ma to 1y 100 rounds of ,ii1per fire and 
four RPG rounds 1ntotheir poslticLS in thev~,c1p:~ty ofYD60.5265. 
The Company return~d ',:('ire, with small a1'll1B~,grennqe la\il1chers a;nd 60 

,millimeter mortars,. Action resulted :tn oneVSMC WJ,A., and one ,,V{; "K1A' 
(Conf). The USMC.,WIA wasmede vaced.. ."-"" " ''', ";" ",.,?"<':;,,;V' "';" 

.. . . . \ill~~©\L&$$u\F~\E1ID =UfiE·(11 
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PART III 

S:EQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
L-._ .. _ ......... ____ . __ _ 

J... FHF Organizations committed to combat and the 'SLF. 

Ao Combat Missions Assigned. The Battalion was employed in 
Operation Neosho from 0001 1 January 1968 to 1900H 22 January ]968. 
At; 1900H 22 January 1968, the Battalion came under operational can .. 
trol of the 26th Marines." 

(1) Operation Ne-osho. 1st Battalion, 9th Marines directs. 
and coordinates at Camp Evans all missions to be accomplishf?d i'or 
.se~upity of the Camp Evans perimeter a.nd 1 ts aricillB.l'Y taci11 ties 
hy establishing runbush sites in lmoWilavenue's of a.pproach and aggres- . 
sive daylight patrol1,ing. ncd: saturation out to 5000 meters with 
maximum forces available. " 

(2) OperationScotland"~ To establish, occupy and defend a 
defensive strongpolnt northWest of the KheSanh Combat Ba.se (XD831 
417). .. "". ". 

. " " . " 

B • Significant Opera t"iotis Ccnducted •. The Battalion continued to 
carry" out it::!:' primary mission of defending Camp Evans and its ancil.­
lary facilities as a part· of Operation Neosho. 

c. Casualties Inflicted on the Enem:!. 

KIA .(Conf!-rrned) pow 

17 8 

D. Casualties Sustained 

USMC ·KIA: 4 USII KIA: 0 
USMC WIA:. 30 USN WIA: 6 

E. New Techniques "Em~loyed. By moving during the hours of dark­
ness to establish day-lig t ambUSh sites along .. known rice routes. 
Thf3 Battalion was able to uas:smaller units, denying the enemy f'ree-
do~ of movement, and get more kills. . 

F. Com..mand Relations. During the per-iod 0001 1 January thrt>ugb 
0940H 20 January 196t1 Hie Battalion was under operational"' control or 
the 4th Marines. AtooL.:JILori 20J anus:~:y~ 1968 through 1900H 20 Ja.n­
ual;'y the Batta.lioLwf:'.;;.u:"'derQP,ei'<e.~;~c~al, 01' the ls:tMarine Regiment. 
From 1900H on .22 Jan uary througr-;21LOOE 31 January, 1968 the Battalion 
wa~ under theoperaticnal control. of! -ehe,26th Marine Regiment. 

~ '.: .; . 
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E,: ,~~w.istics;, During the m~Jprity of this ~eportin:g ,period we 
cohtinued to support the Battalions activiniea in the Ca.mpEvarts 
araa, also their outpos'ts on Hill #51 and Hill #674 were maintained 
~J!~,th a twenty day sJ;tPply on hand .. During the last week of this month, 
t~,c:v"'r.lent of the Bat ta lion t s Rear f'rom' Camp Evans to Dong Ha was. 
&: 0C:.Yf.p·Lished. 

~'. 0ivic Action. The only Civic Action Project during this report­
l::lg period was a self he lp project in which Vietnamese refugees 
filled sandbags for the Ma.rine Position at Camp Eva.ns. The Viet­
hame138 were paid in commodities which amounted to 350 Piastras for 
o~rery four hUIldred sandbags f'i11:ed and londed on trucks,~ 44,000: 
sandbags were filled and the following commodities were expended: 

(a) 8 bags of Oass 
(b) 181 gallons or cooking oil 
(c) 102 boxes-of dry milk. 

J. Administration. Nothing significant to re.port. 

'K. Personnel. The following personnel were transferred :Crom this 
Command. 

USMC -
OFF 

4 65 

QFE 

o 
ENL 

4 

Personnel who were joined to this Comrnarui. 

USMC 

OFF 

3 

});NL 

75 
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L. Intelligence. During this reporting period,the known enemy 
units operating around the Camp Evans area were the BOOth Main Force 
Battalion at YD5421. The 806th Battalion Headquarters, C-4, C-5 and 
C-l1 through 0-17 Comp~miesand the ~eadquarter.s p:f th810th Local 
Force Battalion we're located in Base Area 114. TheC-114 and 0-115 
Loca'l Force Companies were located in the An Loaree.. The 0-11 Intel­
ligence Cqmpaily was 10cate9,inthe MyChe.nh area 'and. the 800th and 
806thBattalions we.re iocated ~n. the' nStreet W"ithou,t Joy~t area. 

The first three weeks of the month, the Battalion cOntinued 
saturati,on patrolling up' to 5000 meters outside the Camp Evans peri .. 
meter by platoon size patrols • The ~aturatlon patrolling unc.oyered 

, twenty-five Burpriseexplosi ve devices, main]]y M-26 :fragmentation 
grenades rigged with a tripwire. There was also a 'few l05mm rounds 
and 8lrmnmortar rounds, .. whicbwere dis.covered rigged as surprise 
explosive device,s. Practically' all the surprise explosi vedevice s 
were positioned alongside trails or avenues of' approach. 

After analysizing complIed intelligence informat,icmof enemy min-
ing activities, previous cont.actsand areas of' sightings; def'inite 

.Bnemy .access routes through the OA were determined. Subsequent pla­
toon ,and company size operations were planned to block these access 
routes. '.' 

Utilizing the knownln:formation,.Gompany "Alf est'ablished an ~bush 
,at YD593294 and thwarted avery 'signiflcantenemy a ttemp:t to mine , 
National Route #1 with a. "daisy chain" of three two hundred and fi:fty 
pound bombs and two five hundred pound bombs,. Company itA" killed 
five Viet Corigs, captured two, two hundred and fifty pf)11nd bombs, 
one five hundred pound bomb and valuable Viet Oong documents. 

Company "B", which had, the mission of interdicting the suspected 
enemy supply routes along' the Song o LauRiver, discovered an e~emy. 
base camp at YD493332 and a 1,6000 pound. rice caiohe. Oanpany "13 
activities in this area enabled a·more pPOQi-oeuotcrrmlnation of 
enemy move~Y,\oI- £,,,,,- BQCI·e Ara~ 114 alonw the Song 0 Lau Rive~. 

G~'.l>"''''''3" "nil, which, relieved Company A", continued to make contact 
with small enemYIl~its along the railroad grade access route. On 15 
January Company D captured two Viet Cong.suspects. One was con­
:firmed Viet Cong and the other was associated with ,a Viet Cong 
collaborating group_, " . , 

On the 19th of January, Company "c lI had a squad si~e ambush at 
YD556240, which made contact with thirty-six Nort'F-> Vietnamese Army 
Regulars, killing six, capturing one AK-47 and documents, which 
fUrther confirmed enemy routes and plans in the Co Bi Thanh Tan area. 

Company "D", on 20 January made a very signif'icunt intelligence 
catch by capturinga.n N'/l~ Se~goc,;.,.t, 6.{Jd, two Viet Cong collaborators. 
Inf'oI'metion ,~t.tG~,~-;,;-:1 ~.;.~=::.::! 1~hc prisoners pinpOinted Viet Gong and NVA 
supply routes,: !1it=;thbds c:::l times of' r".lsupply, enemy movement and 
other important tact::;~l information oi'Viet Cong and,NVA activity 
in the Co Bi Thanh Tan ~,;::illeyo . . 
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On 22 January, the Battalton had to make an immediate move to the 

area or theKhe Sanh Combat Base to counteract a large enemy built~ 
·up. The knowri. enemy: units operating in the Khe I:lanh area, were the 
32.5C Division and the 304th Division. The 320th Division, which was 
positioned in the vicinity of grid square'XD0166 was also within 

. striking distance' of Khe Sanh. Elements' of the lOlst Regiment of the 
3248 Division had not been confirmed but waS balievedto be operating 
in the area to the direct west of KheSanh Combat Base. ' 

. The 324C Division a.nd the 304th Divis'ions. were~ supported by long 
'ange artl11ery frbIn Co Roc aind in: the. vici'nity of: grid square XD68 

48 of Laos. The 32,5(l Divisior.t was'also supported b:y 122mm rockets, 
which W'ere ,generally located eight to ten thousand meters to the 

_ northri.nd north~e'st 'of' Khe £:atih Combat Base •. The, 3Q4.th Division was 
supported,byro'6ket posftf6in~: "trihfch, were general;ly located. eight, to 
nine thousand meters, to' the fouthwest of Kh'eSa:nh Coniba:t; Ba.se. 

The S-2 Rewafi<'isFiutd was 6neofthe most alcthte in the 3d I1arine 
Di vis ion and expended eighty thoilsand Vietnamese d'oltar.s' for-' the 
month of January. Ordnance turned in by civilians at Phong Dien 
included everything from bombs and l20mm mortar roupd's to grenades 
arid small arms rounds. ' . 

, .' 

N. Weather. During the first week of January the'Cemp Evans area 
received llght showers. The tempern.tures :for this period ranged from 
the low SO's' to the mid' 70 i s. Visbility for this: period was sever1y 
limi ted. . 

During the, second and third weeks of Ja.nuary the weather made an. 
abrupt change over that experienped during the :first week of the 
month. Almost no ra'infall was received' for this period and the skies 
remained clear. Temperatures ra~ed 'from the mia 50 t s to the low 80's • 

. While in the 'vicinity of Khe' Sanh dUI'ing the las't part of the month 
the Battalion experienced Unreasonably warm weather and scattered 
cloud omver. 

0 0 Artiller;y. During January nine hundred and one artillery rounds 
were fired in SUppOI't of the Battalion. Art.illery targets during 
Operation Neosho included prep fires,. troops in open; silipers and 
suppressing fires. A total of 'one hundred and eighty two rounds were 
fired in support of the Battalion in (DperationScotland at active 
artillery, rockAt and mortar sites, troop in open and. supply trains. 

'ENCLOSURE (1) 
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P. Air Support. During January helIcopters were used for resupply, 
medical ,evacuation, a.nd visual reconnaissance. On 6 Ja.nuary1;wo . 
platoons were l:i~li,lifted in conjunction with the extraction of the 
Di vis ion Reconna.issance Team "T'arzanlt • On 22 January; the Ba.tta.lion 
was transi'erred by helicopter from Camp 'Evans to 'the Khe Sanh Combat 
Ba.se" The Ba.ttalion received no close air support during this repor-
ting period. . - , 

Q. ~_cti vation/Deactiva.tion!Redesigno.tion.- None, 

.--~-~-. 
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• HEADQUARTERS 
1st Battalion, 9th Marines 

3d f..1arine Division (Rein), FMF 
pD Sa.n Francisco 96602 

',(TB MARINES (REUJ 
S&C FILES . , 

OQdlO,~~ 

~4tj968 

3/CBH/ec 
003480 
4 March 1968 

F;~·0'XJ.: 00fTIHanding O:rficer~ let Battalion, 9th M'arines 
I]~C ~ Commanding Gl3nera,l, 3d. I1arine Divis ion 

V:',a.·; CC1,;r:;.and·d.ng Of'fice7'~ 4tl1 Marines 
~ " 

S'Jb) ~ COCliHt OperR.tion After Action Repo!'t 

(a:~ JJi'·Jj"O 3100 0 1D 
(b) ~1ap Vietnam: Seal G 1 :501 OOO~ Series L7014, Shee't 6441 I 

6441 IV! 64Ll-2 II.1 6442 IV 

Code Name: NEOSHO -
Date of Operation: 230800H November 1967 to 221900H January 1968 

I,ocation: Thua Thien Provinc'e 

.task Organiz~tion 

I! .. :t"p'at..ta1ion, 9th Me.rines 

C ornpany !1 A II (Re in) 
CompanY"A" 
FO Team, D Btry 2/12 
DET J II H&S It CO!r_pany 

FAC'Iscm 
FOTe·f:';::::.. :'}: .. r~~1 
DF~T s j-·J.s (3. ..',.:: 1 

DET tI' C c~r. .. ~~ T> .:": {. 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR. INTERV'mJ 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER IJ YEARS. 

DOD DIR5200.10 
1. 

J.F.MITCHELL 
23 November 1967-22 January 1968 

1st Lt. R.,A. CROWE 
23 November ~ 6 December ]967 
Capt. J. W. CARGILE 
7 December 1967-8 ,Tanuary 11968 
1st Lt. M~ Jo~vALI·am 
9 January - 22 .Jfl.'1'.l8.ry 1968 

CA.pt. H.J. M 0 RADe LIFFE 
~:JNovember 1967-22 January 1'968 

1; BN.9th MAR 
COpy :J, OF _ ~ I COPIES 

S & c t!J C(li6 -b 1, 

t W~rGUSS~~~~ 

~c"O ~::;~~ 
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On 21 January 1968, one' USr1C personnel was injured by a. surprise 
explosive device at YD519296. Ths wounded Jv~a.rine was medevaced. The 
remainder of the 1st Mar'inbsAO was quieti The ,Battalion employed 
i'ts routine daylight and nightllct1vities to include patrols, . " 

, ambushes and Lpt s within theCanip Evans area., 
At 0820H on 22 January 1968, a. sq'uad size ambush from Company "Dull' 

received approximately ten rounds sniper fire at YB600285. The squad 
returned fire and wounded O:;:le VC'sni-per in the leg. TheVC attempted' 
to escape but was finally ca.ptured after the squad had followed her 
tr'ack of blood rrom the wound. The VC later' died due to loss or 
blood, all available effort was made to 'keep the YC alive. AtlOlOH 
on 22 January 1968 one Marinefr'omCompany "0" acti vtted a surprise 
expiosivedevice at· YD601282. Th:ree friendlycasualti~s were : ' 
Bustained, mile of wl;t1.ch was a Kit Cars,on Scout. All the casualties 
were med&vaced~ " 

At approximately 1200H on 22 Janus:ry 1968, th~Battalion was 
ordered to prepa.re ·foJ:' an immediate 'move to Khe Sanh Combo. t Ba.se at 
XD849417. Company "0" returned rrom aaearch.and sweep operation via: 
helicopter ·to Camp Evans and placed on standby awaiting helicopter 
transportation to the The Sanh Combat Base'. At 1420H22- January 1968, 
the he~1111ft of· the Be..ttalion to Khe Sanh be.ganJ Company "n", Com-' 
pany f!.A If, Company IIBt! and the Forward Bat ta.lion CorrimandGroup were 
lbhen helilirted! to lQle Sanh Combat. Base by shuttle .• At l645H Company 

- "D" received two USMC WIAat the'!ilie Sanh Combat Base rrom incoming _ 
rockets. Company n,C".; "H&S"Company (-) and the: 'Rear Command Group 
arri ved at Khe Stinh at 1500H 23 January 1'968. .' . 

At 1900H on 22 'January 1968, the 1st Marine RegiIJ'1,6nt zoelinquiahed 
operational control of the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines. to the 26th 
Marine Regiment at Khe SanhGombatBase. The Battalion remained 
within t.he tactical wire at IllieSanh Combat Base during the night of 
22 January 1968. 

At e800H on 23 January 1968; the Battalion t:l0ved rrom Khe Sanh 
Combat Base to the vicinity of XD831417 where a Battalion defensive 
strongpoint 'Was established. A p).a toon. from Company itA ft established· 
a platoon strongpoint at XD823416. Immediately upon occupying these 
def'ens.i ve pos Itions the Battalion began preparing rortified posi­
tions and laying derensive wire. 

On 23 January 1968, the Battalion remained in its defensive posi­
tion at xn83l417. Maximum effort was directed towards impI'oving the 
defensive position by digging right~ng holes, building bunkers and 
laying tactical wire. Rcutine daylight patrols were employed to 
ramiliarize the Battalion ~!i th the area. and listing posts were 
employed at night. . 

The period of: 2J-!- J2.nt:s.ry thrCy.ebh 26 January 1968,. waS relatively 
quiet :for the Bs.:;-'.:;:::":~~vn Wl th ne stgnificqnt occurrances. Routine 
daylight and night .",,;T;_ ~ii ties '·.C:~'0 errr~loyed.' .' 

. On 27 Jany:ary 1963;1 tL8 Battalion Comm.and GrdlUp, Company "Bit and 
Company"n lt located 1i:I.t XD830415' recei VEld approximately thirty rounds 
of mixed artillery and ro(;ket fire fr-(}m unknown enemy locations. 
The Battalion sustained fOU:btd6l:~. \J:!:.:'. oiL,a three KIA as a result of 
the 'attack. 

. ENCLOS.URE (1) .... ' ... 
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Company liB I, (Rein) 
Company uBI! 
FO Team" D Btry 2/12 
DET, 11 E&S n Compaiw 
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COlnpany HD" (Rein) 
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FAC Team 
FO Team, 81MM 
DE~, Me d PI t • 
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Capt. R. To BRUNER 
23 November 1967-22 January 1968 

Capt. C. B. HARTZELL 
23 Novomber..,,31 December ]967 
1st Lto Ke L. HARMON 
1 ~f8,nuaJ:·y,..,8 January l!968 
Capt" J" W .. CARGILE 
9 Jrmuary-22 January 1968 

Capt. F ~ L. SCHAFFER JR" 
23: November 1967-22 January. 1968 

!':,.. A:\~"", Thl) helicopter a~counted for the major portion of air , 
~f,~p~h.:':rt 1.l"t.Eized 'try the Battalion during Operation NeOSho • 

• 'J:J"i.I'iT-i'(ji:r p.e:NiOlme 1 were medevaced f'rom the fie Id by H-34 and H-46 
-Lr."G:t·';::!'~ :luring this period. Personnel and resupply missions to Hills 

#6~.;;~ (Y'D5L6219) and 51 (YD549281) 'Vlere conducted exclusively by heli­
,t.:o:)pters. Battalion and Company Commanders also used bell.::;opters for 
vi.;:;\J~:;,l reconnaissance prior to starting area patrols" On 6 January 
1968 two platoons were helilifted in conjunction with the flxtraction 
of Division Reconnaissance Team "Tarzan". On 21 and 22 January 1968 
~he entire Battalion was helilifted in shuttles from Camp Evans to the 
~BE SANH Combat Base. One flight of' visual fixed wing support east of 
lighway #1 was utilized under AO control along with fifty-eight day­
I;,ime and one hundred and tVlenty-seven night TPQ' s. 

b. .lJ.rtillery. At the start of Operation Neosho artillery was 
R;inly concerned with the evaluation of thcdefensi va fire plan fDr 
C~p Evans .. The plan included artillery and organic direct and indireot 
1 1::'8 weapons. Recommends. tions for the: coord.ina tion of a.rtillery and 
o:r~anic weapons were made to obt£dn :no1"tj e1"fec ti ve supporting fires. 
]]'1 addition, as a result of the heavy helicopter traffic in the area, 
EIJ air watch was established as a safety fc"ctor • ..-----------, 
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Targets of opportunity fired on dur'ing Operation Neosho included active 
mortars, troops .. in the open, and snipers. Al.so fired were suppressing 
fires, prep rires, suspected troop locations and intelligence targets. 
A total of one hundred and nim'ty .. ~ rive missions anCi OIle thousand 
one hundred and forty-five round.s were fired by the 1st Battalion, 
11th Marihes and 3d liattalion, 12th Ma.rines in support of the 1st 

.. Battalion, 9th Marines 0 

c" Armor 

a, A Company of tanks was employed during Operation Neosho. 
They were used in a defensive role on the perimeter security of Camp 
Evans and as a reaction force in the event of ground attack~ In .an 
offensive role they were used for direct and indirect fire support, 
and ror patrolling in the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines AO. 

'e b. In addition, one operation was conducted ill ·the sand flats 
of the"StreetWithout Joyll consisting of a Battalion (-), f'ourteen 
.fiPC's, seven otters accompanied by app:t>9pfdate~infantry.'7Tnis was'the 
first tactical experience for this Battalion, ih the use of' Armor 
mined with troop carryihg Otters. The A~els were supplied by elements 
or the 1st ARVN Division. (See Chapter 9 (Execution). 

6. Intelli~ence. W4en the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines arrived at Camp 
Evans the orthern Front headquarters and the 6th NVA Regiment had 
the mission or keeping supply routes open and for providing security 
for units moving from the coastal lowlands to Base Area 114. Saturation 
patroling up to 5000 meters outside e~mp Evans perimeter with platoon 
size patrols restricted enemy movement and reduced the number or 
explosive devices/mines that could have been deployed. This satunation 
patroling uncovered fif'ty-nine suprise explosive devices. The ma.jority 
of these being M ... 26 fragmentation grenades. There were aJ.. so l05inm . -

~OU~dS and 8lmm mortar rounds. Practically all the surprise explosive 
devices were positioned along trails and avenues of approach. 
Af.ter compiling and analysising intellignece information of enemy 
tnining activities, previous contacts and sightings, defip.ite enemy 
access routes were determined in our AO. Utilizing this information 
Company "Aft established an ambush at YD593294 and stopped a significant 
enemy attempt to mine National Route #1 with a. "daisy-chain"of three 
(two hundred and fifty pound bombs) and two. (five hundred pound bombs) 
Company "A" killed five ve and captured two (250 pound bombs) and one 
five hundred pound bomb and some valuable Be documents •. 
Company "Btl had the mission of interdicting the suspe.c1;;ed enemy supply 
routes along the .Song 0 Lau River. They discovered a 1,600 pound rice 
cache and a hase camp at ):D493332o 
Company "nn relieved CO!l1pa:r.rJ II Alt and con"i:;inued .to make contact with 
small enemy units. On. 15 January Company.Hn!1 captured two Viet Cong 

. suspects. One was a. con.firmed Viet C:::.r G 1...rl':i..le the other was associated 

.with a Viet Cong collaborating group~ 
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. ··DUring this'tim~, tl1~Batte:lion Command: Grciup, the Battalion Rear, 
, ''.H&SII Company" Company."A" and; Company; nC" were located within the 
GampEvami, 'p.erimete7" Company "BIT was loca:ted' at Nam Hoa (YD744133), 
unct(n; ope'ratlbhal'cb:ib-.bI6ft:he2d' Batt'l'il±oh" 26th M~~iries ahd 
Gc'np8.ny !iD!l was occupying the three Platoon (Rein)'Strongpointsat· 
1':-<>-17 (YD652280), Hill #51 (YD54928T) and Hill #674 (YD5l6219). " 

en 25 November Company :fAil was assigned the mission of denying access 
and cutting off lines of communications in the village of XOM BO DIEN, 
platoon and squad size patrols found numerous fighting holes, btmkers, 
and three M-26 grenades booby traps resulting in one WIA medevaced. 
Company "Cn while on a infantry/tank patrol approximately 2000 meters 
S(:Ut.rl of Camp Evans sustained one minor WIA from a booby trapped 105mm 
rc,und and had four whee Is knocked off a tank" 

Gn 26 Novembet' 1967 to 4 December 1967 there was no significant 
,OCC,J),i"rances wi thin the 4th Marines AO .. Units from the Battalion conduc .. e l;cd, ,;'~outine daylight and night time acti vi ties to include patrols, 

G.nibw3hes and list~nihg posts in the Camp Evans vicinity. 
On 5 December a daylight OPat YD513282 obs8'rved approximately 

, fifteen VC at YD503277.~:pe personnelcbf the OP too)! the VC under fire. 
"A' ~1t{~ep of.the area later revealed three va KIA (Conf)" and fourVC 

KIA (Prob). Assorted equip~ent was found during the search of the area. 
The equipment was forwarded ,to the Battalion 8':"2. 

On 6 December a Platoon (Rein) from Company "D" at Hill #51 (YD513282) 
received one'Vietname~e male under the Ghieu Hoi Program. The 
:1.ndividualconcerned turned himself in under a white flag. The Chieu­
Hoi. carried assorted equipment and wore green shorts and shirt. The 
equiptn6ntandChi~u Hoi w~re forwarded to tJle Battacl:i:on S-2., ",',' 

,i, A~ 1840,Il:pn6Debember Company liB" at Nam HOEl (YD744133l'rece,ived 
;"" ElPproximat:e:J,ithirty~fi ve rOllllds ,ofeneniy 82mrn mortar fire. All tl).e' . 

. ,r9~ds ,/la~ded,' ':w, ,ithin" the CO,mpanyt S, :p,erimeter causing s~x WIA an~eig:qt 
KI1\, (one;:K1A was a K1.t Carson Scout),. Counter mortar f1.ra wasfJ.red 

_ wi th:81mrn,!I]1ornars, withuilobs'erved results. ' 
... The period 7-13 December 1967 was uneventful with no significant 

,Occurrances for the Battalion. Dllrihg,thisperiod rou~ine daylight 
'a;.ld night activities to include patrols,. ambushes,0J>'E(and Lp1s were 
conducted :by the Battalibn. . ,_, . 

On 14 'December Company:"B" (Re-in) and Company, "D't(RG in)" switched 
AO's using moforvehic1es and helicopter traftspo'rtatip'n~The new 
locations of the Companies placed Company liD ,(Rein) at ,NaIll Roa 
(YD7441J3) under operational; control of'the 2d, Battalion, 26th Marines 
while Company'IBII (Rein) occupied the three· .Piatoon O~ein) snrongpoints 
at PK-17 (YD6S2280)" Hill#Sl l54928.1)' and Hill #674 :(YD5162l9).' 

During the period 16-17 Decemb:er 1967.the,B.attalion employed routine ',' 
daylight and nigh'S activities to include ,patrols, arnbushes,Opt sand 

'o'LP's. There wElre no signiff¢ant ?C''::'..C'l'anc;ea withiilo'.the 4th Ma~ines AO. 
On 18 DeCemC6l' ~/)63 GOu1:,'[l'i;Y II C1

, iii" ':;0(i~ t'')f;he.vic,ini ty of YD485415 to 
establish a blocl::jLu 'J))sit5.<)Tl:'n C0'1:::'0ci':i.:inuith aj.cint Marine/ARVN 
A ,~ .,.,'0 orne ,Operp -'-," '''''', :;;"1' - ~·he ",';''''a 0 1" t 1," ':. '" ~ .,: ~ ','" 'W'1."th':ont" :J',o'y'lt ...L..l- ' Q·t ....... ...,.'... ... t.. lJ.' I o;;..l..!·v ", •. J., 'll .. ~ 'j . .,. .. .,,} ~ • 
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'. Company "c" de.part·edCamp Evans on 18 December and moved"via motorized 
march to the vicinity of· YD460400 where they disembarked fromvehiclles' 

'. :ari,d set out" by ,foot on t;he north ,side of the Thoc Ma River. At the same 
. ,:~.im6·' two ·!iBostoriWhaler't type boats With outboarci motors moved up the 
. T.h9C' Na River~ abr~.9.st of Company ftC • In the vicinity of YD473417 , 
i. Gcmpany::;C" using tn.eil'> boats crossed the 'ri ver to their assigned 

" 'blor}dng position in the vicinity of' YD485415.. '. '" 
At 174Sn: on ]8 December Company II C" receiv~dtwo rOUI.Lttsof 60mm ' 

... mqrta;t' fire from an .enemYP9l:!ition at YD48~23. Due to the proximity . 
. of·the. ,enemy 'position M-79 grenade launchebs were used to. counter ·the 
:"en8m:y, fires .;.At '2245H on 18 De:cember a s'quad(Rein) ambush f'rom 

:>'(Jornpa'ny 11 a!1ni~decontact with four VC . in )he 'vicin'ity of YD4 77422 • 
. UpOl::' spr-inging;their.ambu;;Ih, the ~quad (Rein) began 'receiving automatic 

, "J0:::·,pOli.s fiL"'e from. four differeTltenemy positions around the ambush site. 
The ;:; Ql11Sl,d. .( Re in) broke c on:tac t with the enemy and re tUI,'ned to. the 

a,c(}~":,p,,-~.i8S perlmeter. The result of the action I'e~ul~ed in one ·VC(Pr~b). 
- On;,:9 December 1967 Company II e" detonated asu!'pr1.se explosive dev1.cw 

\rlhi-1.i:"l entering a gate into a .sma11 hamlet.·at<YD477427. The resulting 
explosion caused one USMCcasualtywho~as medevaced.At2019H on 19 
Dec-.ember Company IT a" recei ved approximately three rounds of 60mm 
mOY'tarfire f:r'om an enemy position at YD48043ID. The incoming rounds 
ca:usedthree US~Ccaaualttes, all'minor~,'Co1lnter mortar fire was shot ',." 
w1th artillery'" . . '.' . .' . 

. . On 20 .De·c.ElmberColTlpany ." en d.eparted its pas i tion in conjunction with 
j~hE;, compie·tion6r the operation. As the Company was crossing the, Thoc. 
MaRi veratYD473417, one boat began taking water and capsized. All 
personnel made it. safely to the shore but c.onsiderable equipmeht was 
lost. The 'boat was uprighted and! brought to' shore. At this time, the·· 
secondhoatwas dIspatched to pick up a Recon/Scuba Team at the My 
Cllanh Bridge where the Thoe Ma River meete NationaL Highway #1. When 
thedJ-';7ers returned to the area, security was set up on both sides of 

.. the :river and the lost. equipment was recovered. Just as the divers h. ad 
W recovered the last of the equipment, they began receiving heavy auto ... 

ma tic ,,;eapons fire. The security forces returned fire and reported, 
observing twoVC faIl resulting in two va KIA (Prop) •. A 'squad was 
d~.3pa tched to search the enemy firing positions but again, automatic 
weapons fire began, prohihitimg the' searchforcG fl''Jm cCI!lpleting their 
mission. As 'the firing ceased, the rem::dnddr of Compn:)y/~Cll the Scuba 
T88ffi, the retrieved'equipment and th'3 hoats began thair- movement· 
SOi)t1-{West to reach Nationa1:.H1ghway!J:1. .. .In the vicir+ity of Ap Phouc 
Phu$ the Company again was taken under heavy automatic weapons fire. 
The Companyinimediately r.eturned fire' under the enemy broke contact. 
The contact result3din six VO KIA. (Conf')~The remainde~ of the Com­
pany "C II t S mOVhmE:T"t· x>e:h:w,y)d to C"'j;~r~7E:vans via motoriz.ed mar&h. 
The remainder 'Cr1' '[:de ELP;a 1;_0u :1·2·~:::'2::;.·"ci. }L) significarrb occurrances 
during the period. ~8,,~?(i lJel:>6rr:j6:~ 1/~~7,' .. 
'J;'h(i. period. 21-22 DE::;:NC(',"::' t96? S;howe.d th,'!! l1~h r1arines AO to be quiet 
~ri '.:h no s igniti(~ f;;l1t (lee 1.1rraJ.'.0c1 S. Jiou+io:-t d~Y);ight arid night acti vi tes 
to include patrols, ambushes, L?t5 ~nd.:'~~~ 1r-Jere conducted by the 

, -' .. 
Batta lion. 
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()':'J. 23 December in the vici!lity of YD582298 a Platoon (Rein) patrol 
from Company 11 Ail ree~;i ved approximately forty-two rounds of friendly 
lirtiIlery f'ire on their defenai ve perimeter. The Platoon (Rein) was 
set for the night when the rounds, with no prior warning began falling 
near their perimetere The incideritresul ted in two USMC casualties, , 
both of which were evacuated by helicopter on 24 December 1967. 

On 24 December a large artillery mission was fired on VC in the open 
:tn the vicinity of YD$2$246 .. On 25 December Company "C" was helilifted 
to the above coordinates to conduct a search of the area in hopes 01' 
finding evidence of'enemy activity in the area. The searched disclosed 
no evidence of enemy activity in the area and. Company "c" returned to 
Co.mp E-rans la te in the ~f'ternoon on 2$ December 1961. 

On 26 December CompanY' II A Ii wa.s heli1.ifted int.o _a landing zone at 
YD5l$1~24- :In the vicinity of' thl~ "Street Without Joy" " Their mission 
was to occupy a blocking position at YD508442 in conjunction with an 

'A amphibious operation being conducted b::: the SLF. Upon occupying the 
-landing zone, suspected enemy movemep(. ~w.s observed in the area'. 

Search of fl s"IIITCLmp .. adjacent tc the la::_(i.:i.ng zone resulted in the capture 
of one VC{Conf). As the Company swe:,·::; north from the landing zone to 
the blocking position, steady enemy resistance in the form of sniper 
fire developed into small fire fights but the enemy consistantlK broke 
contact to a.void a full scale engegement. At nightfall Company All 
assumed their defensive position at YD508442. . 

On 27 )ecember Company "A" conducted a Search and Destroy Operation 
l.n ;the vicinit·y of their blocking position, Enemy sniper fire was 
8Dcountered throughout the day but major fire fights failed to develop. 
The search of numerous hamIets in the area turned up many bunkers and 
fighting holes, some of which required the use 01' demolition to destroy. 
At nightfall Company "A" returned to its blocking position in the_ 
v:lcinHy of YD508~-42~ 

On 26 DeceIl1ber Compar.y "AI; continued its Search and Destroy Opera­
_tieD i.n the vicinity of their blocki:rj.g pos~ tion. Platoons (Rein) were 
gemplcyed as blocking and sweeping forces as "the a.rea was systemically 

sNJ.T'ched., vnce again, numurous bunkers and fighting holes were found 
trmoughout the hamlets in ·che area. Enemy sniper fire continued during 
the day. An air observer on .s't€ltion assisted the grot:.::1G. forces in 
loc:atlng an enemy position at YD334440. Fixed l.,ring air'st;rikes and 
artillery were fired at the enemy positiono Late in the a:ternoon on 
28 December 1967 Company "D II 1st Battalion, 1st l'larines came under 
operational control of theIst Ba ttaJion,9th Marines and was heli~ 
lifted into the vicinity of YD52C450to reinforce Company 11An. The 
evening of 28 Decembr-Jr fo:.!:nd Comphny "A" and Compan! ltD" occupying 
defensive positions 1:':1 tl-.:':' \'icinity of tile orignial :,locking position • 

. Company 11 A II recei TJed thr0,) :'cllmc.P0f 6Qr\un mortar fire within their 
defensive posltlon d;ll<n~!; Pll) :1.!.P.,llt .. ,C(1)"\;:t€:lr buttery.was fired. 

On 29 Decemb<:J!' beth Go:n~::X(]ii3S P01d the:_J"' blocking positions and 
conducted squad ~~ei1}) alyl Plate on (Rd.n) putpols in the area. 
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Or, 30 Decomberin conjunction 'with their return to Camp'Evans Company 

"DII 8stablished a blocking position at YD510430 whille Company "A", 
loca.:;ed at YD5l3449 swept southeast into the blocking pssition. Heavy 
snip:l!' fire \-;as encountered, developing into sevoralfire fights 0 The 
oneror also emp").oyed 6Orru'11 mortars against both Companies. At 1100R on 
30 D~cember an £i.!'II10reC. convey of seven Otters and -fourteen Armored 
P:ersurnel Cllrr::.aI's left D'amp Evans to rende~vous with the two Companies 
Since' time '118.8 of th8 essencethEJ Armored convoy moved to YD513424 to 
expeUte themover.:tent of the t1<l0 90mpanies,a,nd at the ,same time support 

, them if necessary,,' At approximately I400H:Company itA" pass~d ,through 
Compmy tlDYI tf] blocking position .. wa.~ loaded and:dispa~.phed;'!io 'Camp': , , 
Evaru.: Co:npany 1ID" then withdrew f~om t;heirplockirig.:posit1cbn in' trace" 
of tl~ 'ttshicJ:Bs, and, established ~',strongpoint',at;;'XP5J8408 to await the 
retu.~D. oftbe Arntored vebJc'1es,~ A tl~30H the,armore'<L v8hicles a.t'ter 
shu.i;;~ angCornpany '''J}!'t6 qarrip' Evans, retu.rned: ·tothe ,'strongpoint picked 'e,U'fJ {~~npanY liD'1 'andret~nedt9Camp Eys.p..s'" ", '," '" 
" Ti1.;, entire' operation 'from 26-31 December ' resulted' in fourteen VO KiliA 
:C']O'n:~'~t seven:teenVC~K:tA(Prob},al1d,ofie POW~ ,Frliendly casualties 
a1116U:1.ied'to three XU: of 'which one wa:S,. a: Kit Carson Scout and twenty 
WIA" ~he rem&indeI' of~the B!}'tt~libri,.c6nduc;~'e,d routine daylight and 
night aC'bi~li tiesdt.'.r,J~ngthe,pe·ri,ad26::"31,December 1967. 

Or. ,2 January 1968', the, Battalion was' moved :r:rom'the,CampEvan~.area, 
to tnt Khe Sa:d1. Carr.bit Base, its mission was to establish,' occupy and 
clei'enc·, a defensive stronpoint. northwest of the, Khei)ahh Combat Base 
pe:::-imcter ,{XD8314l7). 

Or. : January 1968~ Qompany "Dli was returned to CamP Evans and came 
tmdEr the operational control of the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines. The 
C(;mpar:y had p~eviously been located at Nam Hoa (YD744-133), the site of' 
2. IlRock Crusher" operated by theSeabees~ On 2 January 1968 there was 
:V,(J 8J.gL1~.ficant ,o~C'.urramces wi thin the 4th Marines AO. Routine daylight 
hr.i njgb.L. activit:.eJJ~ to include patrols .. ambushes, LP's and OP'a were 

..a ,~: ()~1.dUCt(JCl in t::~,;:l ·;;-:c.ini ty of Camp .l;!;vans .. 
";)]1 ;. ~anuary 1968 personnel from the 3d Platoon, Company "B" located 

~,t tlill #51 '(YD549281) observed, ywo Marines approaching' the hill from 
,the south'. The two 'Marines turned out to be the 'only'·sl1.rvivors from' 
Divisicn Reconnai8san~e Team "Tarzan", which had m&decontac;t with th,1;) 
en:emy the • previous day. SiX: of the eight man te:uri had, been killed,by 
the enemy/The two survivOrs6f the Reconnaissance Team werep~cked 'up 
by pelicOpters at Hirl·#51a.nd n-eturned to their pa:::-~n';'; li.:1.i to' , 
, ,.on 4 January 1968, Company."DHhile operating ,in the vicinity of 
YD488275' was assigJl,=,d ·the mi:stollof retrievingthebddiesof the 
members oi;D~7is~Qn. ~e'~?:r;ri:J.j;::;~:2;.:J.'::hS Tearn·IlTnrz~nlljj"kil1ed i1' action on 

'2 Januarrr 190f\, "At ,:,dv-.?!:{ Of) 4. "~t::.l:'Jct~·S'1968, the, 2c.and 3d" latoon of 
,Company D" relnf,:;::"ced \lid +h ,'Ut Ens;iLeer 'I:e:::t'TI and a Forward Air Control 

"feam loaded on :fGurC:J, .... 46 Helicc.p~e'l'5 c.nd b0gan Operation Tarzan. The 
two ,platoons were' flown to the vie 111:i.ty c-f Rec6nnaissamce Team's ,last 
known posit:ioh~ ilnd'.one pla toon" la.il(~ed in c.landing tone at YD558230 ; 
while the, 'other remained ir: reserq;k, ~!'~("\ p[atoo:h~move<l~approximat,elY 
ll:50 mete'rs to thesouth,~fihding thE,OJbJ~c ti ve area, the six bodi,es and 

various·equ·lpment, . 8. .. --ij-I-I-!M--, '-:, -:~:::~;'wn~'G~:;ill)~ 
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The bodies and equipment and J;he' two Platoons of Company "Dit were then' 
helilifted from the objective area with the twb Plat.,ons returning via. 
helicopter to its Company operating base at YD488275 whi!e the other 
helicopters with the bodies and equipment returned to higher headquar­
tel's. Following the completion of Operation Tarzan, Company "Du (Rein). 
continued on its assigned mission in the vicinity ofYD4P8275. At 1325H 
on 4 January 1968, a platoon size patrol from Company lie' (Rein), 
recei ved one WIA from a surprise explosive device. The incident oC'curred 
in the vicinity of YD497323, the man was medevaced. On 5 January 1968 
there were no significant occurrances in the 4th Marines AO& The 
Battalion conducted routine daylight and night activities in the Camp 
Evans vieinitYi.· , 

At 1.200H on 6 January 1968, a composite platoon from "H&S" Company 
was used to detain a group of Vietnamese personnel lingering near the 
Camp Evans perimeter. Two of the squads we,re helilifted behind the 

.. Vietnamese personnel and swept east.driving the Vietnamese into a 3d 

.squad serving as a blocking force. Twenty Vietnamese were detained and 
later released as innocent civilians. 

At 1130H on 7 January.1968, a platoon s.ize .patrol from Company "Bit 
received sniper fire from the vicinity of YD575269. A Scout Sniper 
Team attached to the platoon brought the sniper under fire resulting 
in one VC KIA (Conf). At l140H on 7 January the same platoon from 
Company "B" received one WIA o.s a result of a surprise explosive device 
The wounded Marine was medevaced. ' 

At 1620H on 7 January 1968, Company "D" returned to Camp Bvans 
following the completion of its Search and Destroy mission in the 
vicinity ofYD488275. A platoon size ambush from Company "B" wa.s . _ 
triggered at 2145H on 7 J"anuary 1968. The contact resulted in one NVA 
KIA (Conf). A French submachinegun and other assorted gear was capt-ured 
find forwarded to the Battalion 3-2. 

During the early morning hours ot8 January 1968, a platoon size 
.~rribush from Company "BTl called an artillery mission on suspected enemy 
.,r:ovement at YD584294. The are!). was checked at first light with negative 

l'esul ts 0 

, ,At; l140H on, 8 January 1968, Company" A" (Rein) depo.rtt:id Camp ,l!;vans 
to conduct a Search and Destroy Operation in the vicinity of YD595270. 
Le.ter that same afternoon, Company !iA" (Rein) observed five VC in the 
vicilhity of YD583274. A Scout/Sniper Team attached to Company "A" (Rein) 
prought the VC under fire resulting in one vC KIA (Cqnf). One U. S. M-l 
carbine was captured and forwarded to the Battalion ;:)-2. 

At 2145H on 8 January 1968, a squad size ambush from Company "A" 
accounted for five VCKIA (Conf) when they triggered their ambush at 
YD593294. A ses.rch of the ,"53 found six -I;D Cards, documents and two 
(two hundred andfifty')pou.1'Id bombs., t'he WJ were transporting the bombs 
for use as surprise uxplosive devi- '-t .• on Route #-1 in the vicinity of 

Camp Evans. . L lliJOO~U~IiJ,IDl] 

9 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

_~!tJ~IDJ"':;": H,u
d

,' ,' ... \."" '. 

:;i.'F"'~.>:~:,~. ' ;:, 'I'",t" ::">.Y'i':;q-U,(,: . ,:"'/~,:: .;;;~r;fc,: ~';;""; :~;':'L\;~~>;;~{ .- },,f',. ~';::);:.,,~~~ :);<.>,~ (' ': .:,\·.{:i:'" 
's '.,'On,,9{.:fq.nuai/?y-,.:,,1.96("" ,Sompany :.A/". ,(\Re.J.nL:·rec.e:~ved .. t~..,r9,.:WT.;A;,.ts,from, a, L. .. . 

f~;~~~~f~~j~~~:~~;:~~~~Z~~9~~~~;~~t~t~~~}~~~lbi'~~~t~f;a~~k~h& 
·:N,l: ;,~:-\;ru; t:.'T.o:f rYD5 .r233Qd ,;~T!ll'l:;;S;aT!'lt'8.n:!'waS~;:8 unW-;'and\"on~;,t::I!:G~:; I~IA:,' (,Conf ) ",·was::; 

V:.rq.,s;: .(:;b;coJ,::'-.i)d; eiG ,~the:'onem.:r' :f:1.z.1pg;;po$tt ion,,' A t· ~4P,$H "96mpany'· 'A II com ... 
,:pT~:;t;eq., :tt;t~.' SBP,.:f:'Gti·,a nd. Pi3 ~J:cr·'oy()n(O!r~t,iotr nndl::'eturneq to,.Gamp~~vans It; 
/rh;,,\rem~J.rl(,le.r 'c.f~th(~ 4th .;:;;iar5.nes:·AO,w~s q1'liet oh:'ill,Jan~aryf.)·.' . ,"'.' 
f{':· . .\:~P ",12, '<i~[~:~tl~~ry·:,t:9~T,~: .COJ:l1)I}P¥ ,':~i1 ,d.?~~nrt,e?:",C,a.~lp\'E~~an,s;~'9~.: Ii- :.Se a~c~: :~~: . 
~i~,"'t;;.·py: ff;L:l3S10IJ: :~n.~c:lie/:vl.c:!.nJ. ty()~\ iDL~90329! ·O!lce"e,g.¥-~n.",o ,the 1.~:th»1Q-:r;].ne 
::~~'1:g:t~~P::t\,A9w&.~;':.,quiet;, li;i,tl1,:np':"s,ig~i,r~c~n~ o,c,cur;r,anqGs:~{!,ht:,Ba.t,talion" 
et';l:p10;y~d, its,(r,PMti,ne,. da~Tltght'and.!1i.ght'~I<acti vi tie-s .• , ',' .,i.· ..", •.. ,: 

~' w\. tt fJ ~~;Uar<Y' :,\1::96~8.,~ .:q:ompEi:IjY . I,IBI! :':~Jg1:ltf)4 ·.~ou,:rv:O·~ l!l.~ ,Y:P4~;7 32 5:;; ~. , S 6 out 
~~",1-J:.p8r ,Team i1?q,~~, ,~h'-l ''1.,0· c:m-dep, f~'re~;:and, 91'.serv? d. one:"yG'"f'~11~,.· 'Ar~-a: '~as,' 
":;'.~.~?~-1-H'.l4 out,'re:,:}lJ:ting ':i.n ,one:'V,C,·KIA:'.-('Cpni'i-rine'p.) .• 'At' :lO~~;a: on'~'13 January 
,q"~-}~~J.rt,rD:i>[lBI! re'po:7.:tec'l."Orie' wIA' from:" 8)1" s:t:irprise' explo.sHTeJ' d:evice pl'9.ced 
_~. ;: ':,/':111;' 'T;T • .' j'r,o ... ,. 01"'1\.- \ ,~.~., '" ~ •• "\"',~',.~~;;:)'", "" ~ 

,(l::.1-(J"" t:"":,v'. J!";~<' :vv,h,il.'lot y.~,al,t;)lng",.:fl--or,,:'t}:ie 'ilJJ,e.de·VJnc'"he,ltl:c'opt?iP~' t-'tLB~Viac:UEl·t·e [,the 
• .' 1"-' '. -'-1'-; -' ,"'" ,'," '0<' ~ """ ~ _",1 ", • ,,'"''"l'I"I, . ,,,·t~ . 
\,.,!"L~7.',3,'~:li'Y',J.; '(~!~,:,;p.cmpv.n}' ",r.';G C sU7:~d; ,.s,p0n'~.d:L"c: ~,,:~p.,Jlpe\r· ,£Jl' 'S;,~i!~pJ~g;", ,aQ:" ,:B;tllper 
,:(1. ":~'." :"anC:.tb:er,'M)~rr!lt:, .w'''1;;s· w.o.11nd,ed~ whien ',h$;:fl;'b!,!,oke'~· 'h(nla:,~t?,l":- :whi:J;~, seek-

'.:f'-: ;-::Yv:ej'-' .. ; i:~qJ!:: ;84,8"i8))~.,fe:~~ ')AI,e'!?!::',' thejp.\ me<;'leY.a:c:e.,d,;~!~;, :pem(l'J?ldeT; ~qf.; the '~,.,": 41 
< ," i , ,.' ~ '. " ! ,,, '.~ ,~ '.r -, ~ 1"~,1e ~ ~,,\ r ,. 
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);f!·~1i(,00n· ~.f;t:.om,;-C,orrip·any,,;,}.,,pP,£~Qb-.3 ' ,~:E/.£:&,'(t~lh~ the ;v;i'~Jp:i ty"lO:f:: YD5i~1'B07. 
!.f.!:~e, D~<it00n' 'OF;e:ne:d("f'1Ia'e ',,·and :1 :a:,;'on~;;;VG;;·~ayt;~ :The:, c'ont~ic't::re'sli~tEia:!\ 
'~l~' -~~ ,. ., ,',' . '1' '1'~' ,r,A '>;: (\\":'~J"",' "[~"i'-","'J{'!" 3;" ; ... .1 ":.'~' 'e' )~ - ,~. ~ ~ 
:;'n'"th!,->;\captu:t'e,~ Ofr70ne. 'US'rr,,;,];{,"c,ar e ,ancl"one':;V:C KIA Con:fl '. ,," j"~~" ~"j:l:' 
~rj;~" '}045iU,qn<i'5,L~~i?9,io,y/~p'h~\ iflar;~n~:·,~~,Qmt,qo~p"~J1:Y' "'D~~:. "( ... ) , 's;t_epp,~a;.~:~)~·2~'~~ 
~~I:pr,l,;;l ~ "6 xp;t.:o s :i:·~e,: d\f:Y·1.c8:: .. :a t!J~I?55p3GJ/'-c:ari:s in;g;' ope ',W:IA'''~':: The, :.C asJ1s>lt'y I" :~ 
¥{'a;~~,: 'm~~d~~w~c.~:ct.~· !i·)~;~~£9.on",·f,r.OJTh .G,oinP,?,ny:' .. : ~,:D:i::.' !fp'p~~11~,I):9..e:(r ;~two ;.V~ ,,::iuslie c~~s:;J1:, 
w):p,]e ,~.sw~.e:PJ;·ng~)l ; $m.El,<ll! 'hamiLet;~";;~e~;:yCrt"'Bus'pe9,t:f?' w~re:; fOI'w,ardeck t.o,. yPhong 

~~:,~:~ ··~~j~~P'~~~':;,i~,:,~:~~::·~.;,~~~:~~j~·:6;~;s~~'~td~':.~;~:;'~:1ft~~:d G;~~~~:;i~~~i ~~.~:~~~;tl~]~ 
P5 r~9W1eJ.ij~:,Th~: ~,;s ;:~me: ,p 1 ::lfoon J'poxtt '9:cwnpDny ":D!I),,;lilter"':appr~heIia~d'" ana thEir 
Vj.G:w \Jo:r-g'su~pect: (in-",the <.vip:~n,j:ty· :of. YD5:663in'/(~El':' :s4:~;p,ebt(\wa.f:(~::;f'o.~~g·t:P:l 
~( .. the R~g:i,ml?n,ta~ S-~ for qu,es1;;ipning. At J:850H; a "SJiu~q·;-i~s:~Z:~SltaI}l:?uS;h~:i.; 
IT.em .Company, "Bit r~cel, ved o,ne Marine HJA f,-r:'q:.n a ,s.UT.pri:f!e:·'e.tpI'Os'iv~· ::,~ 
det,zicP.,The·squ,ad, was' enr:o.ute to its ~mbush, s;ite.,::V{P,~,p. f-pbe:::fnc·ide.nt;:. 
o;ecY.l':It~d:.f'he c '1:SU;~ 1,ty:w:as; rqe.(tsvD.cod., ; ". j 'J',:: " 
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A. squDclsize l:·atj·t'l. from ¢o~np8.ny IIC"Qbserved and took under fire 
tj;r::":::e VC f<t YDS'32290, tQ:3 ind.dent occurred on 16 Jl1nua.ry. The area 
wa~~ lut0l" chec.lwd1{';;';:;h 53ga.tive results. A platoon size pntrol from 
9o:npany linn fJP:')1:'ehF)~td8d one va suspect at YD558252" The suspect was 
fO;:'1'1,:rde~ to +;~18 Rei?~,m~nti;.l 3-2 forqu~stionil1~ .. A group of VC were 
spotlJed D;~r Q :t),u::,toon S1.2,3 patrol from Company 1 D" c.t YD556257, the 

. (~18tance becv,Jer-,y': th3 MarJ.neso.nd the Viet Copg wa.s too great fDr . 
s:uc;tJl arm,'] '30 ilD a.r-:;illel"y_mission was fired oil the .. ew,mY .. A check. 
I:,!' the are '3. }"evealed blood on the ground. Partially' built; :bunkers " 
w'ere also f.'ound in' ':'Jm,e !lPe.a" At 1330H on 16 J ,'3.nuary 196e, Company "B" 
'K7.1i le 01;" a ;3e2.r'ch on d De B'e:roy I)pern tion, received one IVfarirj.e KIA and 
('!').e Kit Cnrson Scout WIt-I, The co.sy.alties were caused by 9. surprise. 
~x?losive devi~e~ The Kit Carson ~cout and t~8 Marine KIA were later 
mecl,')vace;j, 

l'here ",bi:e n:) s1.,c;,rd.fi('.:::m.t 08curpunces in the 4th H6.rin0S AO. on the 
• .17 . :T8.:r:.u~rJ ~ S(:.~:,_, Tj->" Bn.!.~_:,':.~ Ij,Xl empl'Jyed :i.ts routine do.ylight and night 
~0~lv~t~8S lD ~he (O~~ ~vans uras. o 

, On 18 J~:,nun~'y 196(1", a ::':' .. atoc.r.l ambush f:;:'om Company "C" located at 
\'D5S~,;150 :o:pottf7d. eloven'/C :n the vicinity of YD551250. The platoon 
'b8F.![;_n iJl,y;rt:n.g ·;.:I)'l,Jard(~ the orlan;, bu).: it-rClS taken under fire by another' 
eYJ;ucv- uni'~ II: the 328n~ '.2118 4l!lntooD assu.med a defensive position and 
c:1:1'3d artilJ.·ypy on the ~mem~~ pssit:i.on •. ~~lhe enemy then broke contact 
h:d moved out of the aria, A sweep· of the areQ revealed fresh blood 
t·~~'·:'L::;~{e und two stra1'l hats 0 The remain.der of the 4th Marines 1).0 was 
qr:i':,t on the lIDth. .,. if .. 

On 19 January.'l Company "'j) l~eceived one USMC \ilIA as·a resuJ.t of 
s.r:l;y"r fil'e. T1.~e company was moving west in the vicinity of YD600288 
w't·_~J~:~ Q sniper -cocik 'chen under fire. The comp'lny returned fire with 
sma.Ll o.m.s but failed to get the sniper. Th~ wounded Marine was mede­
~.'Dyd" ',H: }400H on 19 January 1968" a squad size patrol from Company 
t~ ',:;" ",,!:.:~ 9P-,'fd enemy movem.ent on a road in the vicini ity' of YD556240. The 
"H~.:':}l.d CO;ltc.(.:tec. the COiYl1f;·2.ny Commander at HilI #51 (YD54 9281) and two 

_()'~!3. sq'.;V):]s were sent out to the aren. of the siting. ldhen ~he two squads 
r',~",::hed tne are 9. ; they deployed on Hme and made contact Wl.th the enmtny 
A?·:.1:'8 fight developed during which a Ad ,Spotter pto.ne arrived in the 
11:"<';/:;,. The AOcontrolled fm artillery mission on the enemy position. 
F .. :;1J .. (1t.,,-ing the artillery n",ission the two squads S',r0·t>:; the o.rel1 and 
nn:.::ther fire fight developed. Finally, tIte enemy broke. COpij/lct and 
moved south into the.mount'lins. The fire fight resulted~.r. six NVA KIA 
(Cenf) lihd the cnptureof assorted enemy equipment inclu(ting one AK-47 
ritie. The capturede'quipmsnt; wasfor;"rJyocd to the Regimental 8-2. . . 

. At 0755H on 20 'Janlli=try_ 19,~8:8 ,l.G.tooYif'ize ambush from Company liD" 
received approximate'::rtN(;nc} !'OU'1C1 [j of o.utomatic we~pons fire at 
YD598286. The o.rr/bus:t: ,:):j,'3c:'y"-'l. th:r-eo \iC :'lmning and pursued them. The 
ambush fired on t.lltJ'·rn ~';~,~~\.'l:ting t{\1 onr:e. -'ore: KIA (Conf). A female Viet .. 
Namese was alE;~! ::;opt·';.I"o:i 'Jl"r:, dsta5Tloi _~::: ~ VCs,~ The VCS was forwarded 
to the Phong Dl tm Dis ::!'.L· t ·lI.;;'rLQ(;u-J.r·t e-;'lJjOr.' interroga tio!).. 
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At 1900H 011, 2() Janu,a~y * ~6~.. t;he l'st Battalion, 9th Marines Chopped 

op",:ratiomtl cm:ctr.?1 02 tJ104.1:ig Marines and came t;.hder the operational 
cont~ol o~ t~@l~t ~arin~~. ., ' . 

At ll45E on 20'J8,11l.lD.ry i968:" Gompo.ny liD" captured one l~orth" 
Vietnamese HBgulo.r Army Serg0~nt ~nd twoVC BOW at l1)610~71. The POW,fS 
had vari',:u~ !3qu.:l,pm::lllt <whi,ch was fOl"WardE!d to Regimental 8.-2. The ,POW" s 
itreX'8 for\.ci~'J.\3d to Is t ~T'r T~a.m a t 8~J?P ¥yans. At; lBlOIi on 20 In,nuary 
Company (D f

, roee i vEid app~oxi!ll'J. t~:J,y 100 :r~'\Jllds Of aI+ip€?~ fire D.IJ,9.' f.'Q1;J,:t;' 
RPG: s into. tbei:r po~itibps in' ~p:~ 1igi.A~ty ofW.~9??9.5, 1'ht) C9mBp.~~'f 
rel;ur-l1~ d f 3.::' ~~; "n tp sma+ 1 :l:rIDS J 'gp~~a4~ laVlPc;h~r s eng qOplm worta;r.rp\lI;lcls. 

11. ctio:q ~~esul tf:d ~r:t 9n~ U$W:J WIA,l'an,q. Q~~ yo ICIA '(qohf) ~~ ,tlie:Mar+pe W]#: , 
1r;'[;~I;,\m~de;'r;~.~,~~~\)' :"~,,,,' 1. '", ''',,., " i ',' " ':.~ '''' .... " .". 

J. .• c.l ..... , .. " ... ,J,C.,._, v",., .I!'trL".f. pe ,;:;;Qnn~ 1 Wfi~ lnJlh eq by a slirpr'ise 
explo~i va cl8v~e6 D~: y"p~1929,6 .. T'J1~ wowid8d Ma,pine' Ka~ m!,d8v~qed~ ';]:'1119 
r·crrH.d .. nqel' of .tlle l':!t ffarines,\O .w!1Ej qUllo'l; wi, th the :S~tt;d:l.j, . .on employing 

~." ts l'oli,tir . .lf.' '. d,[l, ,Vii. gh t Il!1C.1 nigbt I),.P~:i.Vi.,:t;5..fjS tp' ipc Itld'e pD. '~l'OJ,SFl ainbush ',;' 
~lld Its tGiling V9~ t"'I:'L ~nJ.p t}::.iJ (;ron.p EvqDS [:i:~Q ~ . . . 

.0\:.:; O~20E on ?P ~9:r:cu.~:rt .a §R().·::.J,piz~ a~RU~l?, fpjPUl, Co~ps.ny "D," r~~ei ye4 
~,'pPi'o~~~t;e1y tqn rou-ndf3 of Dniper. fU~f:l a,~¥.P~9Q.g§5.'J?,h~' ~q\l!;ld r~t;urm~d 
fj'f8 anJ :lOund0(i'cne'VC _ ,"3niper 1,n th~' ~l9g~ lfr~ 'gq '~~te,~pted ~o e s.cap~~' 
pu-s "lIaS 1':mally CqP:;l.lrcfJd u:r~~n 't11~ squ~,d'~Il~ ro:pow:ed't~ S' tr9:ck 9f " 
b'lo,jd from the wQUilrl;' TIl€; VC la.ter died 'iue to 10SS of blood all 

.,' .. " '.I" '-', ",t''1 f
V '~). "~,.," f.;~~~':·''r\ ::"1" " 

r:-.:,:alaple E!ffor't,w1l8 mf1d~ t9 ~e~R t11§ VG ti~i y.~. ;At lOl.oH; on 22 Janl1a..ry 
eno, ,i\1~rine from Coqpupy 'CD" ~GtiV'ltdq ?-' s~prisf:> e:p,p10§) i ve ,device at .. 
1'1)60.1.282. Tqree fri''''wn~r Ga~ual ~~es Yfepe s",l~t9-in~d~ " pi' wh;t~h one Wp.$ 
s, Kit Carl'3on Soout. '[\11 the c!1~l).altiI$S 1ri'3rEl'~edeyaced. At a,ppro~Jma~ely 
1,20DH on 22 'January 1968;1 the Battalion \,Jas prdered, to prepa.re, for an 
i"rritGGdiate displaceme:nt to Khe ,janh Combo:.:; Bas,) a.t XD849417. Company 
IIDf~ retur:led from :l Seo.rch and Clear Oper!ltion via helicopter to Camp 
Eva <i.:'\ Q!,"lC:. plac'f-d tJ:1 S tap.dby await:ing he'licopter transportp. tion t,o;.the 
K:",: '::,:,[:[), :;cmbat Bn.i:l8 <0 At 1420B ,22 Janua.ry'1968, -the helilift of the' 
-;.;; .. " .. t" ", ., 0"'1 ·i·,..... tr"l(." ::lan'1 -;..,~, "n C .... ",ny· HDlI Company' II 1\" ·N.omp"ny II Bit ,.,';.','.:' ,,~:J<.~,,!,.J. ,)'" _.~!..~. ,) '. _ J .•. Pogo.,. omJ. ..... ~) ... "1. , v _ u. 

e~:'~.,r:.h6 B(ti~t8.1i0n F'opwa.rd Command Group were then hel.ilifted .to K~e .. 
La~' .l~_ .. .2. .1, oJ . . . . . ~ . . , : ,~ 

At, 1900H on 22 January 1'968 the 1st Marines re :Linq1;lished opera.tional 
c antral of the 1st ' Battalion, 9th Mar;Lnes Ilnd so l~nde5i Operation· 
~'kl()sbo for this Ba.,t,tn.ltol1.o 
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ICc "Results. During the 1st Ba. tta.lion, 9th Marines participa.tion in 

. Operation Neo:~bo the belm.; listed casualties were listed: 

(' , t . ,-' t· d a. ~asua~ les uUS.111ne o. 

:;SEC KIA:; 5 
OSHe T.rIIA ~44 
USMC I'4:IA: . 0 

be Cssualties Inflicted: 

7C/NVA KIA 
7C/NVA KIA 
VC/}.JvA POvJ 

(Ccr:f) 3)+ 
(PI'OlJ) r~6 
(wIA} 10 

e.. Gaptll.rod. t1a-cerials., All roa terials and weapons found during 
etl:.i2 oper'a.tfonwer8turned over to the Regimental S-2. Bo' foodstuffs 
. (';1"' modj.cinp, of U. So origin 1tJel'G captured from the enemy. 

J.J." AdministrD.tion~.o. 

a. Supp1lo 'rkH'ough()ut this operation period prime consideration 
Hn,s given to mo.intslning 11 twenty day supply of' Class I, II, III & V 
on Hills #51 (YD549281) and Hill #674 (YD516219). When feasible 
resupply was accomplished by vehicles, but normally entailed the use 
Gf helicopters. No. mo. jor logis tical pl~oblems "toJerE:i encountered during 
this operation" In general, ef'fective support of' Battalion activites 
·HC.S .2chieved in rGgc..rds to Class II arid IV mllterinl. 

h Q I·l::tintenQ.:::.~e" The mllinteDclDce situation during this reporting 
I)6r'idrI was excellent for 3d c.nd4th echelon repair of ordnance and 
mete:;> tr~'~'lsport:; Gquipmi'.mto The l~.];)own Time" for combs.t essential 

_)~.·;;:;.;::~llentwCLs reducod when mainten.2nce facilities s.t FLSG..;.A was .l. ••... 

_~'.t J.. J. :lz e c . .' 
Co Tre~tment of Casualties Evacuation and HospitCLlization. The 

rH',dical care was qui t~ variab Ie aue to the differenc s1 tuations. The 
cure on patrols vas handled by corpsmen and consisted of' symptomatic 
treatment of everyday complaints and battle casualties. Problems they 
couldn't handle and casualties were medev~ced to Dong Ha or Phm Bai 
for further evaluation. Minor problems were handled at the BAS at Camp 
Evans. Medevacs as a whole WEli"8 considered very good. 

d. Transportation. D~ring OperCLtion Neosho organic motor trans­
.porta tion-we:-s p~iIllarily E-f'.sc.ged in hOllSC~old, adm~nistrati ve and . 
resupply runs for the Butts.1ion. Dv~) to the locat~on of our Compan~ea 
logi stical support was> pr0vided by 1v:r27~;"2 lnE:'.lchanical mules. 

The motor transport si tua"'cion hn.s J.~:n:)ro\Tf)J slightly in the cc.se of 
1':""422..:\.1 during this OperntiOl!o 
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J!J8 122AI is still serious (eight out of n TIE of twenty), 

but the 3d nnd ~.th echelon service organization are showing complete 
CCO})8Nltion in the rapid repllip/repl~cement of thes9 vehicles. 

e. CommunicatIons 0 Radio communications f'or Opere.tion Neosho 
pas. 1"'81in."!)-ro-;·" c.1 thotLgh some shortages exis ted due to previous high 
('.ombut 108883 0[' the AN/PRC .. 2S .. Wire communication was used extensively 
:i.D erde:r 1:;0 supplement rndio communication. 

-:. ]'~GdieQl Eva lun tion. There were mnny problems with immersion 
foo'G, abrasior:-j'oot-and cellulitis., The silicone ointment was helpful 
whe::l i t 'H~J.S avntlablE:J. Corpsmen checked feet ei ther daily or every 
other daY0 A lack o~ electriCity during this Operation made refrigera~ 
tic::l. impossibleard therefore l,lGny shots Here not availa'!J].e. Several 
case e of.' carbor:;. m.onoxide oc cur-red secondury to riding in Otters. Rashes 
were prevalent and felt by some to be accentuated by the rain suits. e. ' ,-. 
)2" ~.E..t-::'_~l'l.._E.5c?ipm;ent and T~.c;~:niques. Prior to Clnd during the first 
weei::~l of ""pera tion },fesshc tha 1st ]3& ttalion, 9th Marines discovered 
th:PSE ind1vidual re[,cti,yi teclmiques of Significant value in reducing 
y n,··J.nl tie s" The fire) t 1fT2.:'. the ilQuick Fire" techniques described in the 
3d lvlarine JJ i vision publ:Lcf'.tion ,under the title lIQ.uick Fire Reportll. 
The second technique is to simply ls.y flat on .the ground when under 
mortar attack so that only a direct or nellrly direct hit will cause 
a eD.sual ty with emphasi~ placed on early warning .through recognition 
Qf the sound of a mortnr firingo And thirdly, the surprise explosive 
aS7ic6s in the Neosho ureD. were found to be predominantly of a delay 
r"C',~":8 'I1D.rietyo The Bnttalion found that the individual tripping such a 
dov:.:.co could run out of the cD.sual ty radius of most of the se devices I 
.if the]'"" w3.sno$i.gnificant delay inrellcting"This was done in the, 
fh):.d. ,-on f:\ever8l o::;cass ions during Operation Neosho. Hence, theBe three 
f.eCtct~.cm :Lechn1ques -v.;-ere tq.ught in 0. "Jungle Trail''' walk-through course 

aon[ltr'uc:-ced by the Batta.lion which emPlOyed. booby traps made of M-26 
~r0nDde fuzes, ~urprise .small arms targets and live mortar fire 

imiJuGting about 3(}O meters from the trai:p.ees. This" Jungle Trail"., 
t:c'nining was made part of; the Battalion's indoctrin[;;tion and retraining 
prDgr:l1ll. During the Battalion.' s . fJrstwee.lrs in Oporation Neoslj.o it 
~:as also found th~t large sweeps were of little value. in operations . 
~go.inst the VC. The only result of. these sweeps. was. to subject friendly 
personnelt6 constartt sriip~rfire~nd SUrprise explosive devices. In 
lieu of swe.eps, the Battalion employed a technique which had not. been 
employed in recent months in the Camp Evans area. Flatoon and squad 
size units were dispo.tched Dot night to u.mbush sites which they occupied 
that night and the follc1-Ji:ug day. On the second night they would move 
1;;0 another pos ition and rG}x,<} t tho ~n'ocess, ahd so forth for periods 
up to four days. This technique rec\vC0Q friendly casualties, increased 
the numbercf eneIl'!.y contac ts . and kills ,9 permitted better coverage of 
the AO,"neutralized eri'Bmy resupplyro1)tes g .shifted the initiative to 
the friendly unite and allowed smull tr;j I-fl to operate successfully in 
the Co Bi Thanh Tan Valley where lar'gc.;,:o i.C.l·tts had operated in the past 
with little significant grcund contact .. 
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130 Commanders Analysis 

a. .. In order to close with the enemy~ intradict his abil.ity to 
resupply food, equipment and personnel from mountain base camps to the 
coastal areas, it was necessary to design friendly unit into smaller 
groups. This allowed speed of movement, better control, as well as 
~overage over a larger 'enemy area simultaneously with the Battalion, 
required defense of Camp Evans. 

b. Sinve this Battalion had come from the DMZ and conventionan 
type w0rfare, it was paramount that small unit training must be accom­
plished concurrently wi th our assigned combat-·mission. Since the 
irmnediate area was heavily laden with surprise explosive devices, ·this 
mission was two. fold; find them and dispose of them, prevent the enemy 
from emplacing them on likely avenues of approach, roads and t·rails. 
Special concurrent training was instigated involving live fire, 

~discovery of delay fuze explosive devices in time to react, jungle , 
trail training, as well as live firing of all organiC Battalion weapons. 

c. Since the VC will not heavily engage friendlies with it being 
of his "Own time of choosing" it was discovered that large sweeps of 
Company size or larger was ineffective as it was impossible to fix the 
enemy, the ratio of friendly/enemy kills was not acceptible. Therefore, 
all daylight movement was kept to an absolute minimum. Patrol bases, 
ambush sites and potential enemy assembly areas were approached after 
the hours of darkness. Thereby establishing fixed positions by which 
to draw the enemy to us. In addition by constantly moving from day to 
day, the enemy was unable to fix our positions and negated to a degree 
his freedom of movement. In effect, we were able to turn the tables 
so to speak, in using his tactics. An additional obvious effort, was 
the maximum use and economy of forces as well as a larger AO cover~ge. 

_ d. To establish the above techniques was not without its "Trial 
Wand Erroril process and necessary indillldlvldual skills and"stealth in 

night training for all Battalion perSOnnel. After learning and 
becoming familiar with our AO, weather, terrain, peculiarities of the 
enemy in this area, we were able to basicly take the initiative away 
from the enemy. Then the current oxigencies required the movement of 
this Battalion to another area of operation. It will require a reliev ... 
ing unit sometime to again establish a firm control and knowledge of 
this area of operation regardless of techniques of operation so 
utilized. 

14. Recommendatio~. 

a. The Camp Evans area was found to be interlace with waterways 
both chartered and unchartered v~rying from seasonal flood lanas to 
·sHift rivers. In many instances tbis Bnttalion's patrols were either 
unable to cross waterways or were chc..:::J.nul.!,zed over man-made crossings, 
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the safety, amount and the vo.lue of the ~1o.rine t s eql1 ipment makes 
swimming o.n unu.ccepto.ble meo.ns of constant navig~tion .. Also clandestine 
piverine operations 'are felt tc be necessn.ry in CC,Tr1plt:ltely neutralizing 
Gremy su.pply routes" J1herefol"(;, it is recommended that infantry units, 
eDpecially those o::,erutiniJ; 5.r.. lowlsmd areas have eight to ten man 
:rub~,er r~~i'ts :'1\/D,11B;:jld =to J:hem for., the conduct of normal operations$-, .4, 

b" Du::,:':b:.g NeGsho thE. Bat.talion also fotmd thn t helicoptel' 
:r.'ssupply :ni ssi ens l-:·'ld to 0(:) a.bo:;, ... ted for mo.ny d,:::ys at J. t.Ime because 
of. inclimate weather. Thu.s it is recommended that c. twenty day supply 
of' Gl.ilGS8S I, II, III and iT be est~blished ~lnd mnint'lin0d at all semi­
pOI'm.aner;.t .• isolated posit·ton':!J;' obserV:l.tiol'1 posts or strongpoints, 

C<':l irh\=j E1uttf?..Iio:n a~.3o .f::)u .. ucl" 1ive fire training to be feasible 
:;~.r~d. 9xtl\lf.~(((tely· "\T·'l !.v.tlfJ 10 .:n Q. €1J.erri lla~/ countel~guerr~i 118. si tuG. tion suc.h 

... I.'l::l.; :~le ~:[3::1P Ev~n~ :l">e r
, 0 ,;:;UCh .,. .. ~rQ ining srl~:lld inc 1 ude '" mnrk~1Uanship l> 

,. qi.,.,., .. ,{-fl.L."1 tr21nlng" a ,,81k ~:.,I'ough re~c. ... 1 on range, ""nd flre ond 
rrlG.neuver e /l.ll orgcmic 'lr)i.'lapons shoulcl be included whenever possible and 
·;~Nd.ning should inc 1 udr:1 both c:::)lJnterguerri 11a and conventional tactics. 

d" liJhen the ;:'ortUY'..0S of -vial' .d.ll Hllo'lrT it is highly advisoble/ 
dCislrable to have m5.1itc-!'y units rE;~'l1ai:t:. in the same AO?s to capitalize 
()1J. the knowledge t(:;chn:i.q~.8s,. weathE;:!.~ and terrain and from the specific 
!i~~:'fj330nS Learned" ~ It is felt that if this Battalion had remained in 
i:.:lJ,s Camp Evans area for ni.l ind8finite period, more results would have 
been accomplished~ 
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