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Enel: ~(1) 1st Battalion, 9th Marines. Command Chronology 
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2. ;Duringthis reporting period the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines W!t;l 

loca.ted at a strongpoint northwest of theKhe Sanh Combat Base.-

3. STAFF OFFICERS 

Executive Offlcer 

S-l 

8-2 

8-3 

S-4 

S-5 

4. A'verageMQnthlySt;r'ength 

USMC /-
ID 
1126 

Ma jor J. A. DONNELLY 
1 February - 29 February ]968 

1st Lt. P. A. WOOG 
1 February - 29 February 1968 

1st Lt. R. J. ARBOLEDA 
1 February ~ 29 February ]968 

Major E. M.RINGLEY 
1 February w 16 February 1968 
Capt. C. B.HARTZELL 
17 February- .29.February 1968 

1st Lt. J. M. GEORGI 
1 February .. 29 February 1968 

Is t Lt.. R. .J. ARBOLEDA 
1 February ... 29 February 1968 
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PART III 

• 
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1. FMF Organizations committed to combat and the SLF. 

A. Combs..tMlasions Assi§ned. ~heeS:tt. alion was employed in 
Operation -Scotla.ndfrom 1 Feraury-29 Febraury 1968, under the 
operational control of the 26th Marines. Its missiofltiltl.s to occupy, 
establish and defend a defensive strongpoint northwest of the Khe . 
Sahh Comba.t Base (XD8314l7). - . 

B 0 Significant Opero.t.1o'n Conducted. Th'e Ba.ttalion continued to 
carry its ,primnrymlssion of defenttlng a stronpoint northwes't of 
Khe Sanh Combat Brise as part oi" Operation Sct1:llIld. 

C. Cnsualties Inflicted on the Enemz 

KIA (Cont') KIA (Prob ) 

166 11 

D. Casualties,,;Sust.ainedl· 

USMC KIA: .41 ' 
USMC WIA: 154 

POW' -o 

USN KIA: 3 
USN WIA: 5 

E. New Techniques Employed •. During the month,ot Februury;,. th~ 
Battalion began employing a number of intrusion detectors. These were 
the NightObserva.tion Device; Seismic Intrusion Device; pro-5. and 
PPS-6 radar. Use of the starlight Wo.s continued and increased due to 
the add1 t10n ofele'ir,en more sta.rlight seop's" Thus tar, our findings 
have indico.ted that the NOD is outstanding whe:n there is no tog or 
heavy rol;n. However, almost eve:ry night during February it has been 
foggy for most of the night. The ste.rlight scope 1s. s~13.ar to the 
NOD in that it is not useful in fog. The BnttaH.QJi~e.$ l}'Ot ~'9t go~ 
a confirmed kill with the starlight scopes. The SID'·s.~:·eem to work 
well regardless of terrain" fog, etc. The uni·ts· p~c:k!,,~up ·movement 
nearly every night: ,and this has been born out by recEi:pt,~vents. 
The PPS-5 o.nd PPS ... 6radar have not been used enough ~for" a truly . 
a.c cura te an~ ly:s is. howe ver ,the hilly' 't'e rrain around Khe Sanh;wi th 
ita heavy vego.tation severly limi'ts the effectiveness of the ground 
radar units. Heavy wind nll30 causes considerable background clutt.er. 
In recent weeks, little use ,has hcon made of the ro.dll!' because of / 
power supply difficulties and p2.rt9s-replacement prob·lems. Rad!ll'_ 
personnel feel thnt even if the op'ttnfUj... ba.ttery life of the rllC1ar is 
obtained" the battery is 8~,U_l in,'Jdf;lq~t0. A pOWel" Wttppl;y laetUlg u.p 
1;0 fi vo dTJ.:fQneed& ho ~ l:'I;OVG l.():r~~" 
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Fa .command Relations" DUring the period 1-29 Febraury 1968, the 
1st BattStlio:Ll; 9tl'l 1'1nrin'3S hl3.~}8 be8n under the operational control 
of the 26th Marin013 J.OC;'l·;~ed at the Khe Sanh Combat Base. 

G.. !.~,:)?men-G..!. Duri1l6 this reporting period organic motop trans­
pert has !Jeen engaged in }lOusehol, administl"ation nnd supply runs ~or 
t;.c.G 3D. ttillion" 

'J::'1El motor transpo:;''1t Eituo.tion has impro~led slightly in the case of 
<~,2 ~'Il.~:?:2Alo The 3d and J.~th echelon service orgnnization have been 
,)}ry;,;ir~s ~omplete cooperation in the rapid repair/replo.cement of these 
,.~. GleB", 

}i{) .&se;i.stic..,.::'!,", Du:1ng this rep?rtin~ period the Battalion has been 
J..o·3nted nt !tne Sa.nn w~t:h the Rear hrea ln Dong He.. Tbe. bulk of logiS!­
tical effort has been directed towards the support of the Battalion. 
TiLt) lr,e.jority of Classes I,9 III and V items have been furnished by the 
26tl1. Marines leaving Crasses II and IV in our hands" as well as per ... 
sonnel to be shuttled from Dong Ha to Khe Snnh Comba.t Base. 

I. Civic Action. Due to thelocati0n of this Battalion during 
the month of Februa.ry no Civc Action Program was unQertaken. 

J. Administration. Nothipgii-gniftcont torepor.t 

K. pars,onne.i. The ... fo+,lowing. pe,r.-so-nnel wa~·e· ·t·:r!lnsfel'l'ed f!'om /" 
this Commando 

USMC USN 

OFF ENL OFF ENL .- - -
2· 140 1 8 

Personnel wl;tD were Joined to this Command. 

USMC USN - -
OFF ENL OFF EUL -

2 123 :n lL 

L. Intelligence. In the month of February the following enemy 
units operated in the vicinity of Khe S8.nh Combat Base. The 325C 
Division, which w'3sl,ocatocl to the north and west of Khe Sanh and. the 
304th Division whic1:l was loco.ted to the south and west of the Comba't 
Base. Each Di-"isioriwhs 8up~)ortecl by c.n artillery Regiment in their 
respective arens.The 320th Di visicn vms :Uocated to the northwest of 
the Combat Base in a position to intrat..ict Route #9 and to augment 
the a. ttack pO's ture of the othe r two Di vi s ions. 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

On the first of February 1968, the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines was 
occupying the hill at XB833414, a dominant piece of terrain to the 
west of the Khe ~anh Combat Base. The Battalion's mission was to seize 
occupy end defend the hill. The major task facing the. Battalion 
during the month was the emplacement of wire and minefield obstacles 
around the defensive perimeter. 

On the 1st and 2d of February 1968,no significant events were 
reported. Work continued on the defensive positions. 

At 120B on 3 February, Aipha I outpost (XB823416) spottod forty or 
more NVA w€Je.ring packs and greon uniform·s, carrying a mortar and 
employing an elephant Q~ a beast of burden. The enemy was moving east 
to W8st at XD84038l. An artillery mission was fired with unknown 
results. Later an AO spotted enemy at XD840382 in a wood1ine. The 
enemy were changing into black pajamas nnd filtering out of the wood­
line in groups of two and three. They were brought under fire with 
unknown results. At about 1700 the Batta1iom's TAC Party contl'olled 
air strikes on an enemy mortar position. 

On 4 February 1968, at 1~5 five rounds of one hundred twenty-two 
millimeter rocket were fired into the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines 
perimeter. 2d Battalion, 26th Marines observed the rocket site and 
called an artillery mission on it. During the afternoon, ten rounds 
of sixty millimeter mortars were racei ved. 1/9 returned fire at all 
instances. No friendly casualties were sustained during the day. One 
Night Observ~tion Device and ground radar were added to the Battalionts 
defensive position. 

On 5-February 1968, the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines perimeter and 
Alpha 1 Outpost received twenty-two rounds of sixty mi1limetel' mortar 
and twelve rounds of eighty~two millimeter mortar. Counter-fire was 
initiated in all instances. In addition, an air strike was run on one 
60mm mortar position. Friendly casualties were ten WIA of whioh one 
was medevo.ced. 

On 6 February 1968, three roUnds of 6Qmm mortars, six rounds of 82mm 
mortors, four recoiless rifle and one round of·14Omm rocket were 
received into our perimeter. Counter-b2ttery wrl,S fired and one fixed 
wing air strike was run oft an 82mm mortar position. Results for the 
encounter was eleven WIA of which tbree were medevaced. 

On 7 FAbruary 1968, Cot 17.10 Company liD" observed what appeared to be 
artillery p±epes dug into the side of Hill #527 (XD792384). At L900 
Alpha I observed an active anti-~ircratt '.position. Artillery was fired 
on the position and one secondary esplosion resulted.' At 2015 Company' 
Bravots LP opened fired on two peiisons close to their position. Other 
persons began running whorl the LP opened fire. The area was checked 
with negative results. 
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At 0415 On 8 February 1%8. Alpha. I Outpost came under a heavy 

ground and mortar a.ttack. At the 88mB time, the Battalion perimeter 
began receiving mortar, rockeb and artillery fire, which was continued 
throughout the attack. The initial atto.ck Was beaten bt:!,ck. At 0610 the 
enemy regrouped and attacked ago.in,penetr:J.ting the wire and were 
again benten back •. The nttack continued in waves and the enemy managed 
to tnke the northwest slope of the perimeter. At 0740 0. relief column 
consisting of the Alpha Command Group and Alpha II left to retake aild 
consolidate the Alpha I Outpost. At 0825 the relief colUIl'in reached the 
crest of the hilL. Fighting continued until approximately 1100 when 
the Outpost wa.s retaken. At the same time Company "}),, observed a large 
number of enemy withdrawing from the Alpha I Outpost. Cotnptmy "D" I opened fire with 0.11 Q.vl:dlnble6.rrns. The result s after the days fight 
was twenty-four friendly KIA, 29 friendly WIA and over one hundred 
and fifty enemy bodies were found by Compnnies "A" and tiD". Between 
0400 and 1400 on 8 Februar~ the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines received 
over three hundred and fifty rounds of enemy supporting arms rire. 

On. 9 . February 1968., fi ve rounds of 82mrn mortars landed wi thin the 
Bntto.lion perimeter :seriously ~ounding three Marines. All three were 
medevaced. . 

At0230H on ]0 February 196a; ai.'.aix .m.an11stening post from COmpany 
"c" made con t,ac 1;.vtith approximately ~t.we Ive NVA on the north side of . : .• 
the perimeter. Small arms fire~lis.exbhanged with .. three NYA ,seen raIl 
by-the LJ;'~resulting inthr.ee:..NVA::KIJI,(Prcib) .I. At .the .same time, CLl 
received two grenades from anU!lkn()wnposition~'~o:cllsualties were 
·sustained. Air strike's were . controlled by the I'AC Party, .silencing 
'enE)myposi tiona and partially destro.ying . a possible anti-aircraft 
position in a village south afRhe Sanla. During the air strikes per­
sonrie). were observed running into nearb:r treeline. Company "D~ts FO 
called artillery on the treeline and destroyed one bunker. Other 
results cQuld not be ob~erved. 

On 11 February 1968, Company "An moved. to Alpha I Outpost, the.ir 
mis'sien was to recover four MIA's. all. useo.ble gear and destroy all 
positions on the hill •. The mission wa~ completed by 124.5. Whi.le on 
the hill A~pha Company received three rounds of 60mm mortars. No 
c.J.suo.lties were sustained. 

On 12 "February ]/9 received four rou,nds of 82mm mortar. No .' 
casualties were sustained. W'or:kon ::tin'ti-personnel and antl-tankmine­
fields was begun with assisto.n,ce frqm the Merine Corps Engineers. 

At. 194.5Compo.ny "nil used the NOD to spot four NVA on the .former 
Alpha. I Outpost •. Six rounds of l06nurr. reeoila~s rifle and an artillery 
mission were fired, resulting in four NVA KIA (Conr). At 2145 Company 
liD" t s short range' LPobe,erved two men, threw grena.des and sa:w them. . 
fall, resulting in two NVA KI.l\' (Preb). The area was checked .!It first 
light wit:h ne~D.tivo results. 
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At 0730 on 13 February 1968~ C:')mparq I!])llts LP observed seven people 
moving west on a trail at XD842412~ artillery was fired with unobserved 
results. At 1600H Company ileitis FO spotted fifteen NVA running into a 
treeline at XD879J-!-08. An artillery mission was fired with unobserved 
results. At 1615 liD" CompanyFO adjusted artillery on a recoiless 
rifle, resulti!".g in one secondary explotion. Company liD" received 
th~ee rounds of 60mm mortars, and sustained no cQsualties. Work 
continued on defensive positions. 

On 14 February, Compa.ny "D" received three rounds of 60nnn mortars 
resulting in one serious WIA and one non··serious, and later rec:eived 
two ro~~ds of 82mm mortarso One of these landed in a bunker doorway, 

'killing two and s8J'ious ly 1rrounding another Harine. 
On 15 February, 1/9 continued to improve the defensive positions 

with wire,. mines and FUGAS (a command detonated mine of Mogas diesel 
fUI11). At 0850 Company ltD" observed 0. recoiless rifle firing at Khe 
Sah..~. "Company liD'" s 60mm mortnrs silenced the weapon. At 1115 a squad 
patrol from Company "B" encountered thirteen NVA in prepared positions 
at XD832409. Small arms fire was exc~anged. The squad called in 8~ 
mortars for support., When they begnnreceiving small arms fire from 
one flank the squad withdrew. Tbepatrol suffered one serious and two 
minor WIAts. At 1230 a 60mm mortar round landed in a trenchline _ 
killing one and seriously wounding three. At 1455 the 1st Battalion, 
9th Marines TAC Party controlled.lln AO and. fixe.d wing •. Two anti-air­
craft pOSitions were destroyed and TPQ's were requested to knock-out 
other positions.· At 1815 Company"DiI brought two people under fire 
using Scout Snipe-rs attached to the Company "o.nd 6Omm.-mortars. Results 
of the action. was unobserved. 

A.t 1205 on 16 February 1968, Company liB" received 60mm mortar fire J 

ret~ned fire with 60mm mortars and observed one secondary explosion. 
I\.tl230 five rounds·ofrecoilessrifle fire killed one man and wounded 
two men. At 1525 one round of 82mm mortar landed in. the Del to. Company 
OP area seriouslr, wounding· the Battalion S-3. He was medevo.ced. 
At 1700 Company ID" spotted two NVA at XD836408. Company ltD" attached 
Sco~t Snipers and 60mm mortars opened fire, resulting in two NVA KIA 
(Conf).At 1700 Company "Bu,s Platoon(-) patrol at XD834410 received 
recoilessrifle and autOMatic weapoms fire from XD834411 o.nd XD831411. 
The patrol returned fire with organic weapons and 8lmDl mortars. The 
patrol broke contact aftersustnining one KIA and five WIA's of which 
o:a~, was serious. At abqut 1700 a patrol from Company "C"received 
tel,} rounds of what was bc?lieved to be a recoiless rifle. The patrql 
aVdJded contact and completed the patrol. No casualties were sustained. 
At 1,.145 Company liB". received 0. 6Qnmmorta.r round seriously wounding 
one {fSMC personnel~ He was later medevaced. At the same time they 
received twenty.rounds of sniper fire from XD832416 with negative 
casualties. Company "B!I,r8turned :ft:J;'G Hith M-79 grenaded launchers. 
Area was checked with neg~tive results. 
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On 17 Febr1.larys no 8i.1S:m:r f'i.:.~[: 'T::-.~j l"'(lcD1Yed in the Battalion 

perimeteT'" Seismic: intrusion Devices were received nnd emplaced under 
cover of fog ~ Ji. t 2300 Com~any "Bil had indicntions of movement on the 
SID at XD8.3341'l. Company Bit withdrew its ambush from the areo: and 
fit'od 8lmm mortars into the area. A check of the area revealed no 
reaults .. 

At 0305 on 18 February, Company "C" caught an enemy in the act of 
c~Gting the outter wire. OneM-26 grenade was thrown resulting in 
one NVA KIA (Prob) () At 2200 Compa.ny "B" spotted three persons wal king 
outside the wire. Four rounds of small arms were fired at the enemy. 
Large bloodsta.:tnswere found upon CHecking the area. 

On 19 February the Battalion received eight rounds of 82mm mortars 
and throe recoiless rifle sustaining eleven WIAls of which five were 
medevllced. The recoiless rifle was spotted a.t 11600 at XD822402 and _ .~ 
.fired on by.(,Dmm mortars. During the morning two patrols from Company 
"DII found truils around the perimeter. These were plotted for H&I fire. 
At 1920 Company ltD" spotted two people with the NOD. l:Isin~ the star­
light scope, the Scout Sniper Team attached to Company ItDt fired one 
round.and saw one mo.n fall into some bushes. The lower pa.rt of his 
body was observed. sticking out out of th~ bushes, resulting in one 
NVA KIA (Cont). While the Snif)ers were checking out other movement, 
the bedy was moved. 

On 20 February the Batta.lion ~eceived thre€3 rounds of.82mm mortars 
and two rounds of 85mm. artille.ry resulting 'in orie Marine WIA who was 
medevaced. A pa tro1 from Compa.ny "D" discoveredll fighting hole at 
XD8324l0. At 1300 some air cargo wa.s dropped offto.rget. some ltuldi~ 
in the porimeter wire arid some about 2200 meters from the perimeter. 
The Battalion Tac Party called in fixed wing air 'strikes lit 1130 to 
destroy some of the unrecoverableca.r.go. At . .2055 Company liD" using 
the NOD observed light in the. area of the a.ir cargo. An 8lJmn morta.r 
missiom was called on the~area. 

During the 21 of February 1968, the Ba.ttalion received eight rounds 
of 82mm mortars and two rounds of artillery in the perimeter resulting 
in one WIA non serious. A Company "D't patrol made contact to the south 
west of the perimeter at 120$ with an N'VA squad. Tho enemy was firing 
recoiless rifle and 50 caliber machine guns • ,Company "D" broke contact 
with no casualties sustained. 
During the night the SID's picked up movement .tbre e time s. Once in 
Company "B"'S areo. and twice in Compa:ny "DIt,~ sector. Two flares were 
set off and mne mine in fr,ont of Company "c" t s lines .. 

In the 'early hours of 22 February activity arcund' the perimeter 
continued. Three more incidents of movement on-the SID were reported ... 
and fired upon. At (.r91$: a 'man In-<the 3d Platoon of Company "Bn stao.yed 
into a minefield in fr'o~ ,:,PHis position, rE1.stilting in one serious 
WIA. At 1322 Company "D" .; iJoti;ed. q. m0rta,r pas i tion .and f:l,.red one' round 
~ ree6:1'lElss rifle with nego. t1 ve reS1).:t ts. At 1600 Company ltD" patr-ol 
while che.a.king out a, ,recent flirstrik0 beg::m taking small arms fire 
at XD832405 from n dug-in ene~y pcs·~j0n to their front. 
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'The base o·f fire received .50 calibEr'machinegun and 82mm mortars while 
the enveloping force received small! arms and M-26 grenades. The patrol 
used small arms, LAAW 1s, 60mm and Blmm mortars and grenades against 
the enemy. The result of the action was one friendlyWIA and three 
NVA KIA (Conf). At 1955 Company "DillS SID detcted movement and one 
M-79 was fired at the Ilrea with unknown results. 

On 23 February at 0913 tl man from Company "c" step1;)ed on 0. mine 
while checking the wire c'ausing one serious Marine W1A. 'Jlwi.ingthe da:y 
the Battalicn received one 60mrri mortar seventeen artillery rounds 
n::d fourteen 82mm mortars into their ptrimeter resuiting in thirteen 
,~:r'iendly WIA 's. Three significant artillery missions were fired during 
:;~i.e day. Two were counter-fire at enemy artillery and one was fired at 
e:r:er::y troops in the open. No results could be determined. 

On 24 February 1968, the Battalion received fourteen rounds of mixed 
r:1urtar a.nd artillery into the ir perimeter resulting in one Marine KIA 
&nd one Wllt. Company II CIt I.S LP threw one grenade at two persons in 
front of the wire. 60mm mortars were fired at their escape routes 
~dth unknown results. Artillery mi.ssions were fired during the day at 
anti-nircraft positions ngninwith unknown results:. 

On 25 Februl1r.y 196(3, the Batta.lion received 30 rounds into their 
perimeter of' mixed ,morta~',a.rti;tlery and rocket :fire, resulting in 
three Marine WIAts,; At 1530 a patrol from-Company- ."Btt found two booby .... 
traps., One was a Malaysian Wipe and the other acrbssbow. No casualties 
were, sustained._ 

At 0030 on 26 February , Compa,ny '"n",ts .inne'r;iril'e; 'opened fire on two 
NVAinfront of,thei:r;- lines. The: :I'.;P 'used grenEid-es and small arms, 
resulting in two NVA KIA (Coni'). The bodieswere'~Urneci into the 
Battalion S .. 2 for inte.lligence value alongwfth the grenades found on 
them. Throughout th~ day the Batta.lion received twentyQfive rounds of 
morta.r fire into th~ir perimeter resulting in eight friendly WIAls. 

On 27 February clear weather allowed fixe.d wing aircraft to deliver 
close air support. The TAG Party controlled seven flights with two 
NVA KIA (Conf) delivered. During the daylight hours two incidents 
occurred on the perimeter. Company liD" saw two fla.res go off and could, 
distinguish one person. They fired M-16 rounds and ~aw one anti­
person:n,e.1 tiline go off, hEHlrdfurther movement and called 1JD.!umination. 
No result;s could be found in the morning. At 0540 Company "C" reported 
a mt-ne going off in front of their lines. No results 'eould be deter­
mined. During the rernain¢terofthe day, the Battalion received nine­
teen rounds, of m,ixed a.r:ti'ilery' -ani:! mortar fire into there position 
wi th nega ti ve res1Jlts •. 

On 28 February, the Battalion received eight rounds of 6Om.m and 82mm 
mortar fire into their perimeter resulting in three WIAts. 
FoUr flights of flx~dw+"1gwere controlled by the Batta.lion TAC Pa.rty 
during the day resul:t.;~ng' in ono NVA KIA (,Conf). 
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DNCLASSIFIID • -On 29 February 1968, at 0140 Compa.ny "c" heard tl' thud immediately 
before an explosion. One person was seen in the flash of the explosion 
and was taken under fire. A search of the area revelled negative. 
At 0325 Company "D" observed an active enemy morta.r and fired upon it 
with a.rtillery."with 1h"1observed results" At 0700 Compa.ny "D" observed 
movement in front of their position setting off four flares. At the 
same time one round' of 82mm mortar was received. During the remo.inder· 
of the da.y fifty-three rounds of mixed artillery and mortar fire was 
received iD the Battalion area resulting in three USMC WIA's. Late in 
the night Company "D" inner-wire LP heard movement to thei!' front, 
illuminated the area with hand 1]lumination and spotted one person. 

The LP opened fire resulting in one NVA KIA (Conf). The body was 
forwarded' to th9 B&tta:Uo!l S~2 for evaluation. 
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This the largest concentration of troops to ,confront any allied force 
to date in the Republic of Vietnam, was the enemieS obvious attempt to 
initiate a successful QuanTri/TliU:l Thien - ,Winter/Spring Crunpaign. 

Initial enemy plans were to overrUn Khe .:innh Combat Base by the 2d 
of February, but the enemy plans were believed to have been disrupted 
by increased friendly forces o.nd th~ fact that this Ba.ttalion occup'ied 
one of his main avenues of approach. , , 

On the 7th of Febraury in conjunction with an attack on Hill 861 and 
a rocket and artillery barrage on Khe SahhComba.t Base, the enemy used 
taI'.l{s to breach the perimeter defenses a.t the Lang Vel Special Forces 
Camp and overrun the position. The fact that thwenemy used tanks in 
this a.ttack confirmed earlier intelligence that, the a.tta.ck on Khe 
Sanh Combnt Ba.se and the surrounding areo..s, was to be an all out enemy 
effort and he would use most of the resources he had at his.' disposal. 

On 8 Febro.ury Companies "A" strongpoint position, which had de·nied 
the enemy freedom of movement and disrupted his attack posture, was 
attacked by an estimated three Companies. The a.ttack woos well planned 
as proofed by a captured document. The results of this encounter was 
on~O\,)eiLeri1y Ba ttal ion rendered in~f,fec't:ive.. {126 NVit KIA~i, one POW 
from the 16lst Regiment a.nd half thetot.alwe!lponscaptured for Opera.~ 
tion Scotland to this do.. te t4o's aC,count~d for. Among the weapons cap­
tured were thi·rteen crew;;.served weapons; three heavy machineguns; 
nine light mac,hineguns and one 60rilin mortar. Two highly-important 
documents were captured and many o'the'r documents anG. letters of prime 
intelligence value. . 

On 9 February,Companr'jI "D" PPS,-5 and PPS-6 picked up ,heavy movem:ant 
and supporting fires were 'brought to bear. An hour later Compnny no" 
had heavy movement in front of their posit.ion and Il llistening post 
was engaged by thirty-five to forty NVA o.s they returned to the inner 
perimeter. The enemy tried to breach the wire by using satchel charges 
but their'attempts failed. TheresistancerenderEld by the platoon from 
Company "A" on the stron~pcint position a.nd the immediate,response 
and (lction by Comp~nies ,'C" o.nd"D" appeared to -he. ve upset the enemies 
timetable and enemy contact dUI'ing the middle of the month slackened. 
During this period the enemy appeo.red to be r-econsolldatlng and his . 
movement was ataslower and more determined pac·e., The enemies haraSS8 
ing and interdictory efforts through ·the useo:f sU:pporting arms, 
however, were increased. In attempt to disrupt .~upply liMa, Khe S.anh 
Combat Base, beeamea. more frequent target of artfllery,mortar and ' 
rocket attacks. The enemy began to consistantly mor:tar the Battalion 
position from variousmor.ta:r .positions in the vtcirtity of Hill 552. 

On 15 February a pat.rol from Comp3.ny "B" made contact with seven to 
ten NVA in prepar'ed pos'it'ic:(lS within ono thousand meters from the 
perimeter. Ins1Jbs.equorit dnys Company aDtI; not.iced inc.reased activity 
to the south of thEJ Bs.:tt.:..lion po~;tiQn. On the 21 t;>f February Compau," 
ltD" made contact with an estimated C?··~ern:r platoon in prepared positions 
less than 1000 meters from the B.c_'tts.l:i.cn position. The enemy platoon 
appeared to be a screening fc!'ce f~,r iJ. la.rger un! t and it became 
obvious the enemy was denying i'rien<'ly freedom of movement whil!e he 
continually incbed cleBer to the pr:r.!."2r.>tor defenses. During the ]A ter 
part of the month their were reports of enemy movement at night alon§ 

the outer perimeter. On 26 Feb""ary ]gifiJ J:rO::~::: ';~) 
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engaged four NVA in the wire. The result was two NVAKIA. (C-onf), who 
wore black shorts and only oarried grenades as wETa.pons. This clearly 
marked them as lnfilitrators whose mission was to ma.p out the periM 
meter" 

On 29 February, more movement was deteoted by one of Company "nltts 
~istening post and four enemy were taken under fire, with one NVA,~IA 
(Conf) as the result" Upon e. thorough check of the area 0. trenchline ' 

vTQ3 dtsco7ered seyenty-five meters from the outer perimeter plus four 
Ch:t;-:'.9S8 claymore mines Q The NVA KIA had very 11 ttle of intelligenoe 
'GS,l.",,:O on his person and appeared to be a member of a well disoiplined 
~,,;:q)per group. The evidence of 0; trenchline in suoh olose proximity to 
the perimeter and Bap~)er' o.otivi by denoted the enemy remained in an 
attack posture at the end of the month. 

H" Weather. For more than three quarters of the month of 
Febraary the weather in the Khe So.nh areo. was strongly determined by 
the influences of the Northern Monsoon. The temperature was consis ... 
tently coel (low 60 18 to IHgh 70 ' s) and the sky was continua1!ly 
overcast. 'During the last few days in the month the overcast lifted 
and cloud cover became sco.ttereQ to broken with temperatures rising 
to the low 80' s. 

N. Communications. During the month of February the Battalion 
developed an extensive defensive perimeter which required a complete 
timsr communication system and 0.1so oOlnrnurticntions with other units 
in the Khe Sa.nh a.reCl. 4 To meet these requirements. radio and wire :tines 
Were used' extensively. 

F!e>' Badio 

PRC ... 2$. Thes~ radi:;os are used. in both the Battalion and 
Regimental tactica.l "nets. Although no remotes are employed, the 25's 
are remoted using a field expediency technique. Whip antennas are 
situated atop the' Battalion Command Bunker a.nd are cOIUleoted to the 
radios with communication wire. This system has worked very weIll and 
eliminatea the need for carrying and ma.ihtaining remote units. 

MRC .. 109 Radio Jeep. This vehicle has been employed 
extensively. It is equipped with a KY-8 wire scr~mbler Which enables 
the Batt~:tlion Commander to talk to higher headquarters in the I'clear" ~ 
The KY-8 elmino.tes the need for time consuming sha,ckling procedures 
thus saving valuabe time. In an emergency situation this radio could 
be used on the Divisicn Tactical Net with the same results. 

PRC-4l. Used. by our Batto.lion FAC Teams to control alr,-' 
strikes in this 1,,0. A problem dovel::;j:;cd with the pOWer supply (BB-4$'l) 
in that this Battalion didn1tbave a E~oner3.tor to power a battery' 
~harger~'Regimental Headquarters j!resel1Lly recharges the batteries. A' 
minimum of- four BB-451 t s is req"<1iI'8d tc keep this circuit operational:.. 
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, PRC ... 1.!.(c Pi, 0i:rcm5';j is o,"lt8.blished three times daily with 
Ba.'~talion-neadql.::3.:;,"'~e:t's (Reur) t' 'I:hiz hua proven to be useful in handl.ing 
administration type trsffic,~ e i.,imino. ting difficult phone calls. The 
sarno power supply (BB-L~.sl)is used on the PRC ... 47, requiring a. ba.ttery 
charger" It is fe~t that in the present situation" a generator would 
h:l,uder rather t,han help the operation, due ,to the noise and maintenance 
pr'oblems o 

, Telephone S~stemS.No~erious problems ho.ve, ,arisen in this 
~,r.3"l .. Two switchboar s (SB-221 h!lve bee'n used to terminate the entire 
8'!7s·:.jem, including two trunk lines {3d Battalion, 26th Marines and i6th 
Ma:e-ine Regiment)..B~ttery powered phones (BA-)12) are the primSlryones 
u~)::;d with sound power phones (Ta_ll~mp;1oyed O:n Company loops. Two 
~':f.I:,·::: Lines" (Regimental COC arid FL:>CC) have proven using and time 
sa\dng~ 

00 ~rtillery" Whi~e parti.cipo.ting in Oper'ationScotla.nd dUring 
February, theIst BQ;ttall0n, 9th Marines was supported by the 1st 
Battalion, l)thMarines,.Targetincluded active rocket sites, .. 
a!'til1ery s(~~s, a:ctive morta.rs'it'~s, ,rec'6:tlessr,ifle~" automatic 
weapons posltions J.,hdNVA troops'. fA: tot,al cif'435rou,nds were expended 
O!l .a'toto.l of onehundr'edahiJseventy-six' . {'ir.e mis siona. 

Artillery at times, was Uriible'tG Suppress enemy artillery due to 
poor visabillty ElI).d f,ob the mo~tp~rt because ,of the range at which 
the enemy was riring~ .This ma,de it dtfficuTt:to determine the exact 
location6f the guns. The many ,~illsand vo.J,leya Surrounding Khe Sanh 
provides many. c1.efilade pOSitions for theeh~my tqentrench their guns 
and mo.kestt extremely ditticultto obtainanaccDrat,o grid, or to 
destroy the guhswtth anything but a direct hit. Thes,olution to this 
problem seeinB to be aertal observation and air SUpport., On clear days 
when air was on station a m1rtimUm number of in~oming rounas were 
rec e'i ved. On days wi tb. little or noa.fr support. the incoming wa.s 0. t !l. 

maximum" desptte counter-b.l1tt~ry fires, returned by supporting 
artillery. Artililery bas proved ma.inly effective against troops, auto ... 
ma tic wear,ons pos! tiona" and neutralize. tion ofne tive mo:rtaI's. ' 

P. Air Sup~ort. During the month of February 1968, this Batta:-­
lion made effectlve use of fixed wing aircraft for both close and deep 
air support. On ,several days when the Forward Air Con:brollers were 
able to keep fixed wing on station, or with n minimum time lapse 
between flights, enemy offensive activity was cut appreciably and 
incoming rounds were practically eliminated. . 

Effectiveness of close air Support strikes was ve'ry obvd.ous in direct, 
relation to pilot delivery techniqUes. Air Force on target percentages 
were constantly hif:her tD ..... l1 r''lo.rino strikes. The reason for this being 
that Air Force deli,rery technique::: [~J_10w individual pilots to release 
in close proxim!l.ty to the targuto Al';;i,;., the Air Force techniques drew 
less hostile ground fire. 
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Statistics for th.e mopth include~ fifty-s,~x aircraft of variouS! types 
corr~r9l'l.e<i by ground contrO:l:):~rs for o:q.e hupdred a:q.d p.inety-eight 
th6usanq., 'fiye tiundred pO'!1,rld~ of ordpEl.nce deliverEld Pt:\lS ~eyentY~Elight 
five i.nch, :rogH;ets, one hundr~d andriine~y (2~75n rockets) Elpd ~h~rty" 
eight thousa~I1ounds of 20mm ammunitiop. Ail"borpe'6b;3erver~;vtorking in 
c~njun9tiph with yhe grRIDtd '~o!}troll,~r~~ pon~ro~l-ed. ~o~he~ toUPt~~11 
alrcrafta. BattJ,.e damD.g~ a~1?e.sm~nts!n~lude~wen~y-st;lven ~eqondarY' 
explosions, thirteen NY!! (Ogp+) ~~4t~'W~1?h 3Q'mrJl. (Prop) KIA'sJ 9n~ 
hundred and ra~ghty-five" ~tr~c.tures "d~H!t~oy~d' ~n(rthre,e mortnn posit.iops 
destroyed.;"'" ' i, ,,' " t '':' "~:'i, ,i "!, ,,[ ",,," ~" '" , i e.: ' "', :' 'l" • 

Helicop~ers were used fo~ ~hree !,e~upplY m:i~~~~m~ hringip.g i.~ ~~~l1ty..; 
three slErve~ or qpncenp:j.nQ.. Medical; ~ynpy,?-~lon p):g!lt~es, w!?re'u~e(i':'t;o 
carry twe 1, vi3 eIr}ergenGY, .f;Ollr,: pri(;:q:~ttt a~q ~rH~~€l T9Ht;ipe, f..' 1?H~lE" t+~ght 
whais \l,~~c3, 8n~ :p~me Il~ ~itQ ~A). q~he~,IJ,~~~ra£~ \ lt~e~ tnc ~~~d'9dt171 .,:~t~r:~ . s p:., ,', ,. ," .. ' '" /., ~. ".' . -.. ; <:~i" .'-.. ~ ;-', ".' ~~' ':; ~ 't":I~~;:';": \;1'; 

Q. Activation/Deactivation/Redesip'nation. 
";, 

None 
","l 
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