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PART I
1. DESIGNATION

1lst Rattalion, 9th Marines

Conpany HAY
Gompany TR
Company "av

com pany i DT!
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COMMAND CHRONCLOGY

COMM ANDERS

LtCol. J. H. GAHIL

1 May - 12 May 1968
Lt Col. J. W, QUINM
13 Hay - 26 May 1968
LtCol. M, V. PALATAS
27 May =~ 31 May 1968

Gavh. B, H. MILLER JR.
% May - 31 May 1968

The He LAMEKA

i May =31 Hay"1968

Capt. J. P, WILLIAYS
1 May ~ 31 May 1968

Japt. R. H, FLAGLER
1 May - 31 May 1968

Capt, J. W. CARGILE
1 May - 31 May 1968
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53 the Gth
month. Said
¢ Pridge and Cam
0 #%61 in 20,
:traction of harbore
a2 month, rice-deninl
» Bhe Cam Lo arsa
"‘*cnt“‘y in Opser-
»J':ch“, t different

Lii

2 recleved 5 rounds of enany S2mm
en=y harrassing fire cavsed no damage

- fron Company K 3/3, patroiling from the C-2 position spotted
the scuad initiated srall arms fire on the 2 enany and began -
e, Company K dispatched 2 more sQuads to the point of r-onaact,
e the enemy rosition was being fired upon with M-79 and &0mm mortar
The three squads maintained fire on the eneny position and swept through it.
wecults of the sweep were negative and the 3 squads returned to the perimeteres
I ng the period of time from 1215 to 1350 Company D received 1 round of 120mm
and 2 rounds of 82m enemy mortar harrassment fire. The incoming fire caused ne
ir...enilJ casualties or damage. The enany p051t:|.on was not known, therefore there

as no return fire,
mpany A at the G3-A posltlon, at 2210, spotted 1 man, conceal ing himself
i 2 mound of dirt at grid YD 150606, Company A fired 2 rounds of M-79 fire on
iz position. A check of the area at fJ_r'st 1ight the following merning .
ey J"Ct,‘.‘l.LrJgn
2245, a listening post from Company D, at the C-2 pos:.tlon. observed
mateiy 3 eneny personel, 3C to 40 meters to thelr frount, =%t grid YD 140613.
vy was moving west to east, The listening post openeé = on the enemy
wiii M. 13, M-79, and M26 grenades. Company D sent 1 qquad to = point of contact
L wfaree the lictening post and to sweep the ares. 4 the sguzd asweph through
ving encny hand grenades. The squad thsn withdrew to the
cporting qrm~ ‘i:o bte fired on the area, Artill ery and é&0mn
in LQom, &Omm, and SCom tank high explosive
. 111 3 instances, manbers of tank crews
a:d 30 caliber machine gun fire, on the =~ .
Imel amount of return fire with mall arms. ADL
cighted a3t ?”zﬁ! When o futhe: enemy
. clore gearch of the
A bocts and other
nowever noenemy hodies

<1, received 1 round of enany
> fire on the suspected encny
with unknown results.

T agae o{‘ the targe
Hu‘* received 7. rounds of 122mm rocket and 1 round of & -
& in the destruct:lon ef 1 truck and wounding 1 Na.rlne, The
2 was UnknowWn. . . . —— - :
the frierdly units at the C—2 posrtlon received 2 rour’c
] d of 82mm mortar fire. An artillery mission was Fires
surpacted et sition, at grid YD 087646316, with good coverage of the
and urkncwn ra gmlts. Again, at 1040, the G—=2 position received 2 rounds
g mortor fire. The svurce ef the enemy fire was suspected to be at grid
P bat The z micsica on that endny grid was put in a check fire because
of th: piasznes of au in ths area.

@E@L&%@ﬁ\?i\@;

WD v );‘1' a5
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TR T e
Teem ¥ay, Ralio o
] e Fenced fr ’qur.‘-m:'f'
wrelnemas uere "RG0 ret b other uwnlts, Alsd wE.
Sraond 1t necvsssry W Caryy an Le 2e% ohe, 292 anterniz tu the ;"»3_;0 at (Ml tirés
There ware times whar a whip antenns Just veoudd nob HA£I31 Lhe auhrenorts]

4,"‘«10:“ , sEvesLElly

o afvisable that all mnils carry 292 wriormas on svery o
) L Jonps aren. ’

obsarvers attached to 1st Pn, Gth Mar.

Mring this reporting period, the Dnvesl artiilery uc
troops in the open, active artillery, muoster, and rosrst
The use of artillery to hélp conceal the P movareats fran one

- other was also utilized,

Several timecs the Battalion calied on srtillery for zone and éweep fires
which ascoanted for seéveral secondaries and 12 confirmed WA/XTAs.

) Mear the end of the month air ard artillery were coordinated to help prap
andG ciear areas thal contained an estimated regiment., The area was swent after
extensive wep fires ware firel and a large quantlty of gear and bodies were
found,

N. Artillery: Between 1 May and 30 May 63 Wissicns were Tivsd

“Airs  Iuring the menth of May the Battalion wes in the fifld fer four duration
onerations, Air support was made use of wbeﬂever possible. Whenever contact was
made friendly units would hold back and maximm use Wb'uld be made of alr and
artilléry support.

On 2 May, a flight of fixed wing was min on Cam W (YD 1'756163 in support of

‘an opera.tion to extract some MIAs,

"o Betwoen 13 and 16 May the Ratlalion was operating west of Cam Lo Nistrict
Haadzurt s 2nd a sizeable contact was made at YD 100600. A total of nine’

“J
L2

-

Fiighits of fixed wing alrcrait were run flnshing twenty Nya mto the open,
killing 4 ¢onfirmed, and silencing the enemy resistance. - -

i 27 #ay, the Battalion made contact in the Cua Viet area at YD 263660 with
st sstimated NVA company. Alr support was requested and a flight of A-Ls
SrTin (—*.’.. on station an hour later, With snakeyes and naplam they 15 M4 confimed
¢illge. At ihis point an emergency request was piaced fof more fixed wing support
fiire 17305 as we had wounded pimned down by enemy flre,’"hc fit, S hed teen vefy
“ifective in suppressipg the enany while the wo rivided rnchad, Fﬂwever,
20 nore fixed wing arrived that day. The unit weck
“the rest priorty). Thé medivac request was placed &t
CH-L§ finally arrived, Mo explansticn was o“c“ud for ,
AOs were uséed ex tensv‘eij threngnoct Yho g1 ior Vad rorikes, and
Y ed 'tu.fmemo They wers u 30.4}1- seraad b : Lf tha umf wc_s in cortact Wt
i o obtair fer rea tsee uissiodsl (05 were nged o

A
Tov

- e & Lo A ‘ " >

rgency, 37 sriovlr, ard 19 routine

2

v“-;""' lasy :
"hu eting maat ol
B330s WA
.,.vi o0 ("H i
e r:o’l'c:m e
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_ :.?.endl'r um ts
: halel :'.n

‘C
g D rene 3 wounds. ef cnau’;r. 0 ..s'nc
- 11@ round; ca sed 1o C’dIIlEgu oI casual Lr‘es:
G2 ms't n also received. enexy fire taking 2 rounds of 140mh rocket and
2 row’ds of ‘!ODmm erull_le'ry f:ro at 1240. The drigin of the eneuy fire was ok By
Guany D received .1 round. of 82mm mortar fire, at 1832, ircm an unkﬂown enamy
jelsd c;uy‘:n,, There were ro, fr:l_endly casual ties. )
~ At 1840, the” eneny fired another round of &2mm mortar fir re, this time 8t a -
Shicle- enmute to-the 0=2° pos:.t:.on. The round. narmw1J m:!.ssed the veh:l cle, and its
oc_Jp nts sDed bar*k to ‘the C-2 positien.

a7 Ut howT

s 0n.5 La'h 1/9 units at the -2 position, received 1 round of 122m§1 ,
rocket’ fm:- > from a c’:rectlcn of 5600 riils.- resalting in 2 serious WIAS. A courft.er
baLtery wes fired cn ths. mspected eneny posltlon with unknown resalts. .
upanv n, at 12’)0,,, at the G-3 position, received 2 rounds of £2mm mortar fire.
ds 'LD"" el nc camalties: or. damage. The sorcé of the’ enemy fire was - '
5%y Company D ranelvad ‘mora rounds of enemy &2mm mortar fire.
'ssum was checked due’ to troops in the aDprox:lmately geme ares
enaml~ position.
Loaxzy D, by use of th 'N:Lgh*' Obee':va.t:_on Dn*r:_ce_. deteciad one (1'1
Bctir | .Lu.l.‘.a,tlon weyrs
wiieh po furthoer

-

JAne o
S urknraum,

(colﬁ‘ snipér f:l_red. 3 rounds of snaIL erms f“'f" ef.
ld be de.mc‘bed.,, '

‘B recea: ..uec 2. “Ddf""‘a é" = » Tiiers were ne,

.'-7an:’ Dz

Was dlspatr-hui ;
The- rea\, Eam Toree __tﬂ_re(j!._or}, the.

¥ casualties’

"Dmm mo*ta"‘ .

's':>uce of ihe

._mmmu"t :L ire. Lo B L
5 NVi, at 1345, Taﬁksat"ihe
tn ‘“:)._1*1 *cur-ds and hcavy mach:::e g,uﬂ
.,hP m .
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. Agiin at 1350 the C-2 position received 4 more rounds of 140mm rocket fire.The
rounds were observed to came from an azimuth of 5200 mils But the atteampted fire
mission on the enem¥ position was given negative clearance.

At 1450, an artiliery foward observer with Jampany D spotted an enemy 82mrn

-mortar position at YD 08126413 and called in and adjusted an artillery mission on’

the eneny positien. 1 secondary explosion was observed g5 a result of the missicn,
At 1720, a truck procecding south on the road from -2 was hit by sngll zrme )

. fire at YD 129634. The truck kept going to get out of the killing zone of the ambash,

8imm mortar surpression fire was initiated on the suspected eneny position with
unobserved results. _ )
At 1840, C~2 again came under enemy fire'receiving 5 rounds of 100um sriiliery.
A listening post fram Company B, at 2305, observed 2 peom_v rroceedi .
on the ecast side of the road at YD 136650. 8Mmm mortars weré fired on ih
position providing excellent coverage of the target with unknown resulis.

n 7 May, at 1115, tha 0-2 posiijon recgived 12 rounds of {22m rocket Fire
frcm enmy positions at ¥D 070671, 4 counter battery mission was fired giving good
caverage of the target with urknown re‘sultsﬂ Laue"‘,~ at 1255, C-2'received 4 rounds

of 100nm artillery from an unknownenenv 3@ tier, ,g-am at: 11,.11;, C-2 received 4
more 10Gmm artillery rounds. None of thé'" omznlng Fesulted in friendly casualties.

At 415, engineers, ‘vorklng on a reservior project, recelved 3 rounds of enemy
mortar fire Ifrem YD C2859%. Friendly mortars, at the District Headguarters po:ut:.on
fired on the snemy grid mz_trw unknown results,

Thrée civilian children hearding water Wuffoio at YD 178537 were woandad by
artillery fire. The children were taken %o the JAP #3 position for medical assis—
tance. Twe were treated and releagsed and the 3Srd was Tireated and evacuated to medical
facilitles ot Deng Hao )

Comparny B ovserved 2 pecile at YD 13366507+ &1mm mortars
2h 1 Firad on the en=my grld after which a spot light at C-2 checked
o iwe resuits,

s -~ D received 2 rounds of 82m mortar fire, at.O95C’, from an
eneany [ 07806, A 105m artillery mission was fired on the enemy .
pogitd . target coversage. ’ -

a X . 5 B, at 1015, found 1 NVA helmet and 1 perscnal letter
Wi _,uuf"'l in ¥V arne 56, ’l"ne items were reported and turned into- S~2, - )
it 0L the (=2 position received 2 rounds of 100mm artidls=ry fream an urkacwn

ECLU.T

S Tome rcunrls of JOO’HB’ artﬂ'.'!,

artillery at 14480

Perscmnel =zt the CAD 4 p’)cﬁ:"lr-n chgerved 2 VU 2t YD 1874598, They called in
artillsry fire resuliing in e maéd killing of 1 V8.
e SR . al 1943 raceived 3 ronnds of l‘@rm rortar

el bish - ariusn anta gl s .
s The T e of 82w aorta iive
nosl urkKiowa 2t u s wfferad no casialtiess

AT <720, the CAR #i positi.n recveived =
ene..v position s3-09259%. a2n ._v"ti]? o nolosios
providing gzcod targot covaraze-

s of Bmm o anrior fire
wrrn Pived on this emaor posihicon

Friendly units at the C-3 positlon rTedé: 1 round of suspected "82 mm mor cer
fire from an unknown position, No friendly casualtles were sustained.

or 10 May, at 0558, 1/9 units at the (-2 position received 5 rounds of 100mm
artillery from enemy positions at YD 127808, A counter battery artillery mission ‘
was fired on the enemy rositions with unkmuiwn results. Enemy positions at YD 108412,
again at 1205, fired on €-2 apbloying 2 rounds of 82mm mortar fire against the .. _.
positionsAmrartillery missicon was called In on the enemy position giving good
roverage of the target.

At 1920 Carpany D called in an artillery mission on a suspected enemy moritar
site at YD102602. The mission gave good coverage of the target tult results were
unknown.

. At 1935, VC fired 1 round of 60m mortar fire into a local v:.llage area at YD

*0577.

! @ M@ﬂuﬂ R . L D

! R e
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A% 1935, VO fired | round of 0w moriar fuia a ilccai viliage at YD
110577 QLR #6 dispatchad e a The arnit found 4 wivilizns wounded
as a resclt of the single :;‘01.1..de nared and effected the mecdiceal
evacuation.

Sn 1l May, ab 1216, Can ~aﬂy eneL” so:.,iie*‘ in *"’h‘~ 5um2
earlier cusgpected enemy mor An artiiliery missic : ;
was fﬁrec,vxce'_s.entl*r cover _;_nb Y ositidn at ¥ H&72¢ m dy szain
fired a cecond mission in the sane area at 185. Mo confimmed resuiis werg outained
from either -mission. -

Ab 2220, the C-Z2 positien raceived 1 round of 0lmm
eneny positicu. I'.-.;e round did rot result i any deaags or eon

3

roin LOmpANY 13 5. oat vhe (a3 positicon, cocerved 2
oi <he road at Y 12567 6 Upan tirirg 12 rounds of

iz FE, The 2 persorns ran irom fhe
nsgative rom

Ab 0025, a iirbern

persons kneeling alcorg the
artillery lamination wnd
arca. A cineck of th=z arez at

At st of7 : Y0 117590, In vier ol the
possib ey mines in TG 1 *raffic avtil

-

hesi signs of

a road 2P wes completed, ‘Z“u r‘oa\
Glemy auT i r‘t)r WNers Found.

WD I

2, 0Tl rowbe to 1is
'T'he po"nt oponed fire and the
@ SoIre Ny

e o the
mortar idre was employed
i obssrve the area, MNo
's}uad to wrocecd to the
Tnis squad wernt to the

f:cm Jompain” K 3/% s a%

any ‘t OO 0.5 ad

E) 1')9635

actied to the
and a search -

-

Jay =t 1830, lem ; a plue 1

254 Approxdmately 20 mimiiss iater Campanies

tq ,ff:m»u.l GrﬂLl. i sunbagked, ‘rgm v"hlcles at YD C31579 and
&t cthVE gr...r"a, ’

; yvn Ma_l nsc avrivel
Shortly after Company A.ar
Thaen both Beavo 1r'1 I'l,I;f A

ti:is time,sneny, Was ozt

firs tlus his 6Qan

oortaras,

Afer enemy contact wasz hroken, the anaw cgtimated to have tre following
geer: ALL7's, Chicom-grenszdes, &0mm mortars, and commnications with a 120m nr a
8<um mortar position, -

wWnile counnter battery-fire and 2ir strikes were being utilized, J1D
L Command Group received arproximately 20 rounds of &lam mortas

3w wiAls, 4 of which were medivaced, Bravo Campany reported 3 WIiA's medivec s
and 1 WIA non—sericus fror incaming mortars. )

Fixed wing on station at 1452 with 50C pound "Snake Eye Junbs?

In late afterncon heavy rains hampered moveaement so mueh that both Prave and
Nelts Taapanies were Yrought to almost a canplete hali. This difficaicvy and the
possibility that the Song Cam Lo fording position YD 102596 might flood, forced
the Bz .ta._:Lon Camander to call ba.t‘k both companles and th2 Laiks. Poth canpaniszss .

and the tonks were on the south side of +he riy 70
JECLASSIFIGR
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pds:. 1on’, found 1 gh:mese
153638, 'Ihe_grenade was_ turned

“A possible ~1.'2.,amn mo"ta“ fu' g frea
i O 82605, ’”F{‘wenuy-t}u'ee rounc‘s of -
“the y » After

ersormel, “onL Cu;n as 1:; Bs he
_.I.Jus..s suspected enemy pos;.m.on.__ dt g“
Y were fired,

rerrog

ation

D adJuste
hleh:a B-g

Pany D foudd 2 h*\kf-rs Poth vere

“t= piven missior. By 000
Y vas iocated fran YD 13‘96
HEET. Company ’L w.n.s., located

; : vT pOSlulOu,
any Jwas igzated irem D 14
?591 to 13"6/ Me ',arun.__nd ‘Broup w:
i050, & Me,rlne,f*an (,ompanv B ey )

located on a trail’ ru ; beh..nd ’cmpanf
vacu.—‘ Lo by helicoo,er at 113547
1100 an AQ oontrolled"by n-iendly un:Lts

t. 1

(. 1? na_ur

5697

i
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o

it 08%0 on 2bL ”Ia:y, C“mpe'“’ I vegan its mevement to A newl;r assign
-onizetive, HiD 45 at grid YD 15466L. AL \)-/4; . Company D was a% pias:
grid ¥o 1‘34644. Canpany B departed its position o {_«).'.I. HJanmpany Da
it 1415, Companies D and B commenced ube r movament toward the oblective and at
1500, had secured it. : '
n it 1500, the Bammand Group and Company 4, prepaied tc msve cui and bl had
departed their respective sitions on route toward the cngebt“ew PJ 14,%_, , &l
units were on Bi11 45 at YD 154664 and were estoli: ishing def'énsivs positions, ALl
units were in pasition and the night passed withend fucident. :

4 Rattalion
ire

ne
5 1i }J.le at

: YD 1564 Tmi L),
began movement back to the C-2, C-3 posibic c i heen on convoy
with vehicles on the road at approximate ;i ¥5 132541, Tho first tPcops mounted
the trucks and began tranzportation back to the G- position at 1400, ALl units
were returned to their previous locations at €~2 and C-3,

HEF, 1""”

On 26 May, 1/9 was directed to move with 3 \,ompcnj.es ‘and the Alpha Command i
Group to Camp Big John at YD 279666, 1/9 began movement .with Companies R,C, and D,
by heliocopter; at 1315, The lift was completed at 1530. Once at femp Plg John,
1/9 set up defensive positions in which they remained for the remainder of 26 May-

On 27 May at 1100, 1/9 gave operational ‘,Ontrm of Company C, 1 platoon of
Company B, and the 81mm Mortar section to 2,4. at | 3111*3 Blg John, to remain there
for support. < foepam T

Th® Cammand Group, 2 platoons of Coupary B and gmpam D began movement fram
Camp Big John at 1215, AL 1530, Campaidy maﬁ;: contabf. with :a,n estmated NVA Canpany

in tunkers at i RLBLSY . At this time ‘(,dhda ny-D ‘peceiied $12 rounds of ‘a undetermined
siz3- | » While etill ecingaged w1tn the eneny, Canpany D along with Campany B
were i © under ovperational control of 3/3. This'oecured at 1800.

~ "he Somand Group set in a night time. defensive position at grld D 249664 and
frn:;._mi there Tor the duratlon of & May.,

Cn 28 May, at 1700 The Command Group departed theu‘ ms:.tlorn at: grld YT) ]
21&9%&, by hellocopuer, destined for Dong Ha ln ‘the general area ‘of YD 2460, There
werc ‘no slgnlfl\ ant, 1nc1dents on 28 May. P . .

' ?*;Cs on May 29, “the. Alpha Ccmmand “Group a.nd Campany C with 2 7 platoons T
,a. the C=3. position..One ‘Platoon from Company C was pos--c:mrx at C=324h. .
~ , Cumpany €s st platoon, at C=34 received 40 rounds of snill arms and M=79
flre Trom. enany positions at grid YD 146606. The platoon returned iire with small
arms a.nd M—-79 flre w:Lth unknown results,, ‘No . futher rounds wer e 14e’ceg ved by i’ne piratoon

May at‘ 1'71,.‘ the {"Lpna uwnmzvnd Grc.do md 8irm. Dlo*ta* soctlon were hell-
: ' rosition o Cemp Big donn, . The 1ift was completed at 1730.
. G I Loled oreratiorn ai’ eritrol of Ganipaniy DAL

o “:"-1 ; Aiuam Mertar, section went under suerational P
Cite The JAk 2 (-;;DSY;TQZ, +h€ ""‘Uﬂdlndf:‘r'cf 3') ya;\f 1(1 the
o IT z7/:£ou : TR T

';yﬂi_

[

"ché e;oimd"'id Gi mp, Compeny D
> .Thc abjective of the nmove W:.s_, 1
1:5 At 17;0 fhe u'u. S d.é‘:_‘_J‘ Let

1
Lo
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"hn‘:‘l.tgi's,ou"’; the donith, Sale mation rmensisted
~3, B3 Fridgs, Car Lo Listrich Headduan
#2 and #5871 in AD. sdditionsT missione
aestruction of hf_rbcring sites, and 'b]: e
of the month. Rice-~denizl ﬁp-‘*‘aul.“,s e
croms in 4ha C.am o airea 'rv-:znl el
Iintermintienitly Iin cmeration” §
in which; &% different t.i_ﬁze*;;

cperationgt

17 Conteed
of th=2 3d Mariness or chie 9th Mariasns,
B ]
0
HEN T
.
. 2rlabions: Units ,na,.xo-'*d to operational coritrol of 3rd, 4Th, and 9th
Marines durlng “period.
o Bnipuente Hobs Treasport:
<
H=

3 Location: Deng Ha, Jamp CANFOLL, and *aues Rookndios ™7
by Period fovered: Tu Muy to 10 June 1-)60
f\.,) Of‘;lﬂers and_ S z,/ (o J,,'I.

0

L'

e ily
nerind cove

(a) Twenty new M¥-15is have gr2atly helisd cus sapport capa™il’!
(bj Motor tromepmt fOWaI‘d has "\nan meved Jron G-5 to Camp CA
Rockpile. A maintence tent:
Rockpile to better support -

S J__vf-t TR
and dispateh érflcer has teen set up at ue
-.mtalnon.,

G ]’_oglst:l_cS. Logistic functions daring the m<rth »L May centerai around maintaining
P

£ a 10 day supply of classes I, III, IV, ca_hd V at’ the FPattalion positions of
2 and C-3. D.u-:l.ng the latter quarter of the month’ the '?attalion moved to tL e

He Actions Civie-Action projects for the month of May eonsisted of the
. BReI 1E 2 ’ -
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