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1. DBSIGNATION,

lst Battelion, Gth M
(bmpany Han
Company "B

Colpany "G 1stLt B, W. Ra¥ ecbR
Company "D CAPT E, F. RILEY 1-31Decbd
Oompany "H&S" 1stLt T. G, JACKDN 1-31Decé?
2. LOCATION,

a. 1-24 December 1968: Da KRONG i

Operabion Dawson River

b 2027 December 1968: Vaindegr

Ce.

‘DecemBer 1968: €U ¥

3. SLAFF OFPICERS,

Hajor @, T-3¥mecés
&1 LstLt W, PHTO 1-31 B che

S5-2 2ndlt J, W, JACK N 13 De¢ 6?

APT g

1-7becér
8-31mpck®

S-4
COMM

Supply

1A Dscbe
1-31Decé8
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MT 1stit J. T. CLARK JR, 1-31Decé®
Chaplain Lt Ondr. M. BRAY 1-31Decég
Medical Officer Lt W, DItk 1-31Mecbl

Ls Jlverage Menthly Strehsth.

U346 ush OTH®
OFF  ENL OFF EMN QFF BN
3 1105 2 52 o 0
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P/RT 1I

IURRITIVE S iRY

During the period 1 through 24 December 1968, 1st Pattalion, %th
Marines was deployed inm the DA KRONG Valley area on Operation Dawson
River ifton, The battalion Was untasiked and was at Vandegrift Combat
Base from 25 through 27 Decatber. From 28 through 30 December the
Battalion was on R¥R at CUL VIET, and on 30 and 31 December it assumed
the base defense of Vandegrift “ombat Tase and Ca Lu.
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P RT III

PIA LI ""I'G OF SIGNIFIC 5N Evm‘s

1.

Combat, Missigvnw ﬂ‘ssigned.

To conduct debaxled search ahd cleal operatlens to locate fix and destroy

the enemy, his weapens, materisl and/or othér sourdes and to endeavor to
locate and ovaeya®BROU tribesmen;

a: lst Babtalion, 9th Marines FRAGO 91-68.

(1) Mo change from Qveération Order 12-68, Ref. Cormand
Chromlegy for Mov 68.

b. Gth Marines Qirective,'a‘"

(1) on 5 December "t Battery 2/12 chopped Opcon to Combany .

¢, 1st Battalion, 9th Mapines FRACO 93-68.

(1) On 8 December one platoon of Company 4 to conduct anheli- | !
berne assault st YD 037280 and conduct search and clear P
operations on Hill 850 (YD 049287) and surrounding area, L
The pl atoon will be extracted to YD 067242 fort'y-eipght hones
later. :
Upon completion of paragrath f,ons platoon and the P of ? \';
Company A will condiuct. an heli-1ift to vicinity YD 067242 @ |
and establish a pstrol Bsse. Extraction will take wlace ‘
v1c1n1ty YD 060285,, tentatlvely on, 10 ")eca’nber. f

(2)

4. st Battallon, 9th I\’nrlnns FRICO 0168,

_ (l) Comoany A on 10 December oonduct hell—borne assault at ’
o i) 0522810 ‘ stabllsh 3 combat onerah ons b:qp to “subnort
- j‘an ‘expedited ‘advance toHill #50 and vieinitv to destroy ¢ _‘

“or “capture enemy sup‘ﬁlles and equiment, Aternats 17 f !

for hell—borne ‘assault is YD (37200,

‘(’éﬁ‘)*”‘:’;compqny C-is in‘resérve. Maintaih one ready vlstoon for ' ;
- deployment in batta] lon "Q. . Derloyment to be on order. ’\

"“-'Iarlnes'FRAGO 6-68, |

6. lst Bifalion,

(l) Compnny conduct a heli-borns ass=ault to 17 Gold st YD
175290 on 14 December, Establish a combst operations
base on Objective 1 at' YD 199277 (Uill 110#) and clear
... -the same. Construct 1. CF-46 L7 on (Objective 1, i{
(2) ~Company €-on- 14 Déeember-conduct- a heli-borne assmult
. 1nte Objective 2 (coordinates ¥n 161273) will 498,
Conduct ‘clearing ouerations from ObJ("Cthk ? to ObJPct"VP
(coordlnatCS YD 179259 Ulll L{72)
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1.

(3) Conpany D on 1% Dsdsibor dnd on Ofdak ¢onduet tactical
marca fron £2 DiuEA to 9111 812 (¢ocrdinats ¥D 101201),
@onddet ¢lsaring ooeratlons in southsrn portlon sf your
AO Construct l Cd-y6 LL in tas vieinity of 431l 812,

- .7 Doeombar to conduct Asli-borns
ordinatss ¥D 160237) 4ill
QPitlﬂnS if T v101nity of

o Q d stroy activity in the
] 92A? 2111 S544) keoping within

, ]l oceupy Rsgimental Objsctive
and bstabllsh 003 Cenduct sgareh and dssiroy operations
nad A0, Be prspared for extraction

(4) ult from CU8 (H111 %72, YD
J04)« Conduct szarch and dastroy
th attention directzsd to nerthe-
3a8% Bo préparsd for extraction

from uUB onA@r sbout 21 Decsmber.

9th Marings FRAGO 12368,

(1) Cancel A0 123-68,

(2) 1st Battalion, 9th Marines orisnt your activities from Fill
1108 sast to vieinity of 23rd motth-south grid lins and wast
to vicinity of the 18th north-south grid llns.

7
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53) Close FSB Shilobh on morning of 19 December.
L) At 19 December mové Company (=) t~ FSB Barnett for clearing
. operaticrs in the % tn the nortk and suth,
(5) Onorder assumé Opeon of the platonn af K Company 3rd
_ Bat talion, 9th Marines at Parnett,
(6) On crder assume Opoon of the platoon Af B Grmpany 51’/
FSR DICK,
(7') Oh order assume responsibility for security ~f PSR's
"' Barnett and DICK,

(8) Occupy and clear Regiment sl Objective Pennie,

‘1st Battalion arine / 68,

(1) Cpeny B be prepared to depart (I)‘2 by helienapter nn 21
December,

1st Battelion, Sth Marines FR'GO 10068,

(1) Company B conduct heli-berne asssult at L7 Gold (YD

© 173289)., Kstablish blocking positisn in the vieinitv of
¢+ YD167311, On order cinduct search and clesr nperatinns
«*% within your Ve

(1) 1lst Battalion, 9th Marines e~nduct offensive patrnl
activity in 40 to find, fix »nd destrry the enemy his
equiment, materizl and suonlies. In additinn ful fill
tasks as assigned by higher head quarters.

(2) l1st Battslinm, 9th Marines &mm Mrrtars and 3 Companies
" patrol battalisn 40 as designated, Provide smrrnw U:zwk,

- Bzld Esgle and convoy security, ,

(3) Company 4 on 26 December sssume Spsrrow Mawk and PalA
BEagle posture in ace~rdance with Division Overatisn Ordpr ’
L4688 until relieved.

(4) Company B on 26 December commence enmpany-sige Dntml in

.. M in scoordance with battalinn's missi~n.

(59 “compeny C (=) on 26 December commence company size patml

in 0 insec rdance with the battalirn's missi~n.

(6) One pletoon frem Company € on nrder on 26 Drcember
provide convoy security as directed. You will be chopned
to Opeon of comoy eommender ~n order, On 27 Necanber
you will return to VCR and tn paremt unit,

9th Marines FRIGO 125 6
(1) On 26 December relieve D Chmmeny 3rd Rsttalinn, 9th Marines

of Sparmw Hswk and Bald Eagle requirement in acerrdance
with Division Operation Order L4-6R as aprlicable,

i
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teoh for speeial commy which is
Ha on 26 Deccnber and returnine tn VOP

Concmct £ 2 day Cbmpany eize patrel in tentrrary Y0 west
of ! 'CB

Condirct 2 day Compsny mimis patrol ints and through the
villages south-cast of Ca Lu utilize night ~nbushes as
apprepriate,

ng

th Karines FRIGO 126-68s

1st Battalisn, 9th ¥arines caneél beli-borne assault,
Chop Company G to 2nd Battalisn, 9th Marines uron receipt
©f this Message,

On 27 December assufic operatisnsl oontrl of Crmhany D¢
terititire preparstisons for moter tyansport and bnat march
to (W4 VIET on 28 Decdhber, You spe chapped tn Task
Force Bpavo upsn arrival,
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oL & dC it 1330 Comany D frand a trail wils odcdsh ror Gho person; 7
nﬁt us “acjnflj, an? runnine gast to wzst at ¥D 104236 it 1230 Conpany
dﬁrnunﬂ a trail "unnln* scuta to north Trom YD 0;&/38 to ) 097241, Tas
trail was + to 3 f t, 1144, sl LL Llsarsd, buan nut us .l Iu;1iF rmxlqat:lj
2 montas, ant :11 Un. Jat ] 'h“ Con Disaw 2 porsonasl, it
lBrJu_of MY, fu D‘Su oAb YD 042257 at 123‘ Canpany 4 founl 5 huts
of b an ainena’lJaﬂ,s,u11nJ PoLs. and sans, 2000 pounds of wnltd ries,
“reuasnts, ons bottls o fjunnlﬂlllln. ons s4all notshosk with ne
weitineg, one cross bow, 1 s«ori 1 spsar, =n? 1 sanll Vs pouch, Thas rics
was hurnsd with tas auts, dseauss it esuld not bo svacuats?, and the rost
ao® tihs zoar wAas CIJFISCQt 4 At 2130 at YD 105267 Company 3 hocard movs
ment, fired 8210 rounds but f'ou‘rq ne rosults,

N2 JiC &% 0930 at Y 102244 Cuuuqny‘“ found a1 zlopaant trail and a
sids trail that 132 tn an - acsa waiic *aoJarxntly wis usgt as a resting
placa for 10 slsphants, 4t 1215 at ¥ 193233 Coasmny 2 fount one antie

parsonasl mine, apperontly a bounding~-tyns u-Y, an) skirted 4t, at 1300
at Yo 031254 u~4nany A fount a Hut of bavboo and banana lezvas and g card-
board. tubs, 34 - 4% diagstor, 3’ lonz, covorsd with a rubhor substanca
on. aach anﬂ»nwi ringsdion sach andy Tn; 3 99ry also.machsts marks on .
vezstation in tq,,arja. At 1340 at ¥ 100234 Comsany & found A punfl-plt
antt a 2insappls gronads, Outﬂ -of, J]lch tacy Aestroyed, - At 1305 ‘at D
034259 C@ncﬂnyyn found” ti: 1l At tr'c s Mty that. ﬂny. PR VA 4] 93325% trails
Privicusly n,n+1nnjﬂ Tond g q snipur pesition;t wnd Coanany 4 found sriper:
eaPtridass vl an unknovt ¢aliber” with (431 en h'~tc‘>**'1nJ #5604 “ribout 50
s t‘ﬂ o=h1n4 tas nlﬂor pn91t1 n was 4 hut, an? bohind th nut a bankvr.

L UAL DONS At TR -ﬁ27263 a Loras trajl
arzassneuzh’ Tor a cart to‘)JSb over- was

B

Q231

\)J

w'ﬁ)

tlll;ry on suSp,ct
n'1 ﬂlr 1nv .tnlj '

routag’ofﬁ

“Z nuw 1ut

S

: L 0930 at 'D 09 £3»3~ tha b4
r; c,lvy ‘atqtlc, qu51c an? gnlntq&i¢ﬁlvla coanfSZtlono,t 07'9 tﬂe s Was
raesivi? An ths Con? lct of FlrJ nat ut l~20 at 1; 025249" Cﬁnﬂtny 4 feund 1

huat an~ijO hOu wnnn~s of 5. on. 7rqs; mats, nll ﬁp T11~‘ was iuotlujul

i
¢
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1 hsard noisss, and at dusk a dog bar-zd. An-artillery mission was cnlled
on the grid and hunan gasps wors hsard afisrwards, ‘ _

05 D&C.At 1510 at YD 024244 Compiny 4 found 1 aut riscontly built,
with 3 burnad out firs still warm in tas aut.  An sstimated squad-sized
unit had boen in the hut, it 1030 at TD 100271 Company B found 1 bunker
6'56°, Fifty motss to tho right of ta: bunksr was a garden of dimensions
50 by 45 nsters, possibly containing potatooes, Thers wars 6 or 7 similar
plots along ths rivar and ths whole'cultiVatad arsa was astimated to be
©able to fa3d a battilisn for 3 months, Tha rivas was also full of fish. .
At 1350 at ¥ 102220 Company D found 1 old d:8troyod hut 5'x6°x5° of sticks
and bamboo -1saves, /it 1305 Coapany 4 took 12 to 13 reunds of 82mm mortar
fire from YD 037264, but tay nzarsest ~ound iumpactsd 300 mators from ths
porimstor., Counter-battury firs was offectud with 8l morturs and artillery
wita untnown results. 4t 2025 at YD 104220 Company D heard movemsnt,
:s%inated 45 ono individual, an? fired one burst of 11-16 with unknown
rosults, At 2240 at YD 098234 Company D heard movsacnt, rocaivad 4 small
amount of spall arwus firs and 2 gronades; swall armsfirs, 60mm mortar,
81mm mortar, and artiltlery uaissions wsrs callzd in, Ons man was wounded
and medsvacad ths next day.  in armed C-117 came on station but did not
fira,

06 DEQ At 0710 at D 097235 Cempany D sant.ons firc toam to cheek
out the arsa of tas pravious ovoning®s action but found no rssults. At
1045 at YD 043258 Cowpany D sigatsd a figurs moving from north to south
through a clearing, and an artillory mission was firsd with unknown
rssults,  At.1130 at YD 051206 Company C found frashly cut trails, punjie-
stakas 2 months“sld, 1inss tisd from trse to troo ussd for beoby traps,
and frashly cutlogs. A\t 1055 at 7D 021242 a namber of Company 4 was
‘wounded when he‘stapped on a gronado typo booby-trap, it 1330%at ¥D
041205 Company C found four 2-0an fizhting holss 37447x5° that wors very
old. " At'1630 at YD 051203 Company C Zound small traps usod for: catehing
rack apos,pigs and othor animals, a Tisld wita odible vogstablas, and-
scae plants frrsshly dug up. At 1600 at YD 046206 Company C found 10-12
huts with their roofs callapssd and prints of ‘bar: fost less than a itssk
old. it 1745 Company i found a trail 3° = 47 wid4 and followed it from
YD 101223 to YD 093227, Branchss were cut away to snable’ sasy movesasnt
and the trail had bsen racently ussd, At 1945 at YD 042251 Company &
10ard moveasnt to ths nortacast, and sstiiatsxd 3 individuals, and fired
an 8lmn mortar mission with dnknown rosults, it 2230 at 1D 051206 Company
C saw ons anamy on the'linds,”dniwthrds shemy a f&w'momﬁnts latsr, and
firsd claymores and small aras, 1t 1930 'Campany & 1sard mov fasnt of 782
goar at YD 051203, AU ' L S PR

~ 07 2EC At 1100 at YD 046277 ‘an 40 spottad bunksrs, | .t 1000 at YD,
053201 Company C foun: 'a s%all 3rou villags comprissd of 2 huts, 10%x4?
and "A%:0TT the ground, small pons ussd for ‘pizs, papors with narics_and
supsly routes, bottlss of medicing, - vegsotablas am poppers, pack-typs -
basikats, watar containgrs amd ons »ourd of Unknown calibor ,  <lso, Brou
woro sightod in t4s arsa, but tay rafussd to bo ovacuatad. 4t 1130 at
YD 037205 Company C found' 20 figating holas forasd a U-snapad perimstsr
and wors at most 2 days oldi* At 1145 at YD Q44257 Company . found one
slephant an? thros wator Hufialo running loess, ‘At 1230 at YD 033200
Company 'C found 4 ‘uts , and hiddon insido wors 2 Mausor rifles and one
1-1 rifle(Winchostar), all in good condition, At 12145 at YD 059246 Company
A found 200 pounds of =fasut packag-d 'in baststs and’ isstrpyed it. - o
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At 1230 at ™ 096231 Cospany ¥ sneountorad a 3asll of soastiing dead
Cand found A arsa Wiers tas lsaves aad bHoen matted down as if sousone aad
- lain there, \rtillory aad bsen usid in tho arsa; a 50 caliber cartridge
was found on the uattad 46w grasss it 1510 at Y0 051201 Compuny C
found 1 wia sairt, I buckls, and 1 amuunition pouch., 4t 1030 at YD 098262
to YD 100272 Company D found a rics gordsn with a fencs surrounding it and
a shaltsr,

08 DEC At 1340 at, YD 043203 a: Coupnay C squad ruccived firs from
an estimated 4 onomy wille approaching a villago, and took ons manm killaod.
An 8lim mortar mission was firsd on the villaze, anian 40 worksd out on
th3 araa with good txrth covsrage, The squad found blood when chocking
out the arsa an? ast1m°t=d one Jnemy killed. Tae ommy woro dresscd in
khaki shirts ani groen trousers -and ono -cafried an il-l rifle.. it 1500 .
at VD 106273 Company 8 found apnla poslings and snoakor tracks,. At 2100
at YD 053205 a Company C listening post sightsd ono onomy approaching the
porlmetor ‘and fired Sﬂall arms with nogativo rosults, A4t 2110 at YD
097236 % Company D hsard movsment approaching its porimeter ahd firsd small
arms and a 60mm mortar mission with negative rosults. At 2240 at YD 101213
Company D obsaervad Yights an? ‘eallsd an mrtlllorv mission on* -nr grid,
Excallsnt targat coviarage was achisved and tha lights disappeared. At
2245 at ¥D 100237 a trip flare on ths Company D's Yines wont off, Small arms,
a 60:an missicn, an? an artillsry missien wars firsd with excellent targst
ceverags but negative rasults,

09 DuC whllo running fixed y,ing preparaztion firss on 111 850 (4D
049287), aircraft racoivad 250 cal fire from YD 037244, An artillsry missien
was firsd cn th> grid and taocn fixed wing ran airstrikss rosulting in a
secon’ary explosion ogual to 50 - 100 22mm mertar rounds. &t 1000 at YD
097236 Company D discovarsd ons aw-47 casinz from ths provious night's
contact. At 1020 at iD 034240 Conpany ¥ found 2 0ld figating holss
coverad withh vines anirbrancies and not usod rocently. ot 1050 at YD
037203 Company € founu 2 dontagnapd auts with 2 anti-tank minss with fuzos
(U,3, ads), two 50 Tound wagazinss similar to ths Thompson magazinas, 100
rounds of small arms ammunition, 40 lbs of IHT(uV. typa)g’fcod,psgpers,
spices, 1 iVa cantuéng 1 nand tool, and onz spear, at 1215 an 40 adjusted
an artillery ‘mission and observed a szcondary explosicn, but tas grid is
net available bVC1u53 ths 40 cheeked off ths radio frequency withecut ro-
portinz it, it 1310 at YD 031287 an 40 obssrved a small SﬁconAary oxplosion
from an art111=ry missions At 1300 at YD 086234 Company D.found a trail
wide enough for 1 person . At 1115 at Li Fisddt (YD 037287) a Cd-46,
after dropping ono holitagm, teok firs, The helitsam was picked up a fow
minutes lator am roturned to its original position. At 1430 at YD 068249
Company A found 1000 Ibs of rico and 60 1bs of corn packaged in grass baskots
in 2 quts,. At 1655 at ¥D 096231 Company D found 4 trail running cast and
WeSt with frash tennis shoa prints of 3=4 persons hsading tawards company
D's linses, '

" 10 DEC at 1050 at YD 096262 a Company B patrol callsi for a pra-plan-
na 601m mortar wission thit fell short and caussd 4 wWin's in ths patrol,
At 1740 at TD 098257 Company B obsorved 2 perscns wasring tan clothing
watching- tqa companisg perimetar, an artillery mission was firad with

,pa+1va rssults.’ ' ‘
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10 DEC \t 1300 at IJ 096263 Cuﬂpanj B founi is1ds of nountaln
rics and otaor plantS‘w1tn ‘&libly roots , all roady for nervesting, At
1630 at YD 038200 Company C wais cohtdcet W1tn an 95t11qt*’ squad of v,
killlng on) snvly and suffsring 1 Alae” o

t 0830 at YD 049290 b01oany & founj 15 pun; i plts and dastroyed

thaem, 'At l( 3 at ¥D- 096226 Company D founi an old* trail running sast and
- westy At 1105 at’¥D 096221 Company D found tenni$ shoe tracks siowing
movansnt. of 2 parsoms on g 285 aziauth 24 hours pruv1~usly 4t 1135 at
Y-096221 Corpany D . found more tonnis shoc trac:s about 1 hour old and

oading soutioast,.- A patrol pursuad with negative rosults, and a'firs
mission was Tired an probabls routss of ogress with unknown rasults.‘ At
1345 at YD 029188 Company C made eontact with an’ sstimatod WVArsquad and
fired small arus and an 81lma mortar missiony’ Tae onemy broks contact and
no apparont casnaltics. wore inflictad, At 1400 at YD 033193 Company .C
mads contact with an astimatsd 4-5 Nv&, firsd small arms and manasuvered,
but tic onomy withdrew, : At:1410 at YD7041214 Company C found a hut with
a rifle of unknown calibor, 350 1lbs. of rico, papors with Vistnamoss ertlng
on them ant dotonating cords it 1600 at m 107267 Cémpany B observed
movamant in tross and firsd siall aras at’it with nigative results,
At 1400 at YD 113274 Company- B fourd 4. trail marker 27 nlvn with *D* and
LY on lt,'\jﬂ',lSBO at’ YD' 025197 to YD 024198 Company C ¢ Tound a wall-used
fobttpath sbout 3l° w1df with brush cut away on tho sidss and that appoarsd
recantly usad, .it-1800. at YD 030197 Company C took 10 rounds of ag—47
fire from an -sstimatsd 1a2 AVa,  Gf 2040-at YD 105268 Company B obssrved
. 2 characters and - firod ssall arns and artillery and 60am mortar. illumination
mission with negative’ rosults, - 4t°2100. at’ YD 104266 Company B ‘1rad fnall
“arms at movemant w1th nacatlve reaults.vj';‘:' - .

12 DiC..at 1530. at Yo 039217. Company .C. founi 2 huts. bu1lt off tho .
ground with' baskgts and bonxs 1na13w,3'ﬂd a bunxor, all which was d“StTOf?d.
4 woll usad, trall .alsé passod. thréugh thy grid. ‘“t 1600 at ¥D. 03?217 Company
C found ‘a hHut (lO'x?'x5°), clothln i cord of wood, 1 1i=1 round; corn, =
pots of sauds. and 1 bunker. (3'x5°%3%). At 1745 Company € founl an cmpty
VlatnamQSA wallct at D 111226. A d01d c1npf1ro with s,vural oones around
it at 'Y 109267. and a doad ciuip’ ‘fivo with c1garottos and piocaes of poncno
at 1D 10h259 At” 1615 at D 035218° Compiny .C“found 3- huts (18'x10') a.
barn. with. planens, 2 bunkors’ {37xlox58), basksts, ‘pots, ‘ssads,. garden tools,
foods and a crossbow, Well usod trails’ also: passnd tnrouvh tha, prld. At
1630 at YD 034276" “Company  C - found” a woll and rocently usad trail. 2 -4
miters wido,. running’ north and south, " Dead. brush was piled ‘up on’ tho sides
of the trall, At 2130 at m 038198 cnmpqny C hsar? ths movanent of 68
onemy. Jcelved 3-& rounds of small arms, and rdturnod a hsavy volune of -
small - arms, . ‘A" small patvh of bloo4 was fcunj upon 1nvost1gqt10n o tha
arsa..

13 DiC At 1150 at D 097204 Cowpany D found a corral 24" 'hizh; 40
mﬁters wids and” 400 mstars long, At 1200 at YD 097204 Conp ny D noard
moven;nt of an as*imats! 1 porson, pursied: physzcally and reeonnad with
small arms Tirs’ with- nogativs rasults,” At 1330 at ¥D 097203 Company})
found 40 stakes 1 in disnméter and 430 long. At 1010 at 1D 102275
Company B founi and destroyod one hut w1th one 1ncom1ng hole.
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15 DiC At 0740 at'¥D 098201 Coipsny U found a punji pit (5'x3°)
and a trail ‘urcer mads of3 stieks. At X045 at YD 101202 Coapany D
found an ol2 animal pit (#°x5°). 4t 1100 at 7D 102201 Company D
found a frasaly ussd trail with foot orints . dn aour 513, At 1800 at
YD 199287 Company 4 found: 1 6lmm baso plato; 18 il-26 grenades with caps
romovad and scattared arouni thos ar=a, and C-U removad, possibly usad
for cooking; 2 zas masks; 1 gas mask pouch; 2 claymorss with C-4 re-
movad; 2 claymoroe wiras; 1 claywors dstonating device; 4 trip flarecs;

7 full M-16 magazines; 200 rounds of 7.62 in bandolewrs; 2 ¥-79 rounds;
1 ncw asbostos glove, us:d for chanzing :iciine gun barrels. At 1100
at YD 199277 Company « found well worn foot paths, ons taat appoared to
have been used by hundreds of troops passing daily for sovoral yoars,
The trails arc wide onough for pack aninals and run southsast,

16 DEC At 1000 at YD 100203 Company D rsceived ssveral bursts of
AL-47 fire wails proparing for holo=oxtraction from a zone. . Ths cnomy
forse, an ostimatsd rsinforcod squad, was tiken under small arms firs,
60rm mortar, Slmm mortar fircand artillery firs mission with ogcsllont
targot coverago, One Wid was suffersd by taec Company. 4t 1230 at D '
194274 Company 4 foun? 500 rounds of M16 in clips, 2 claymoros without C-b,
ons claymore dstonating “svice, and 8lmm mertar aiming stakes, This ‘
gaar was fount insits a po-lumoct wr proviously occupicd by a friendly unit,
At 1600 at YD 185176 Company 4 found ths following dva gsar: 1 Z=Tool,

1 cantaam, /lreartridgn bolt, 1 pack, and 24 6L mortar rounds with fuzes
and incromentse” it 1330 at YD 201271 Ccmpany 5 found bootprints a waok
cld and a punii pit (1'x1?x1?), ‘

17 DsC At 1030 at YD 182253 Company C found frash trails and foot-
prints madse by ons parson. At 1135 at YD 190269 Company i found 2 mounte
ain type huts, 1-Z Tonl, ons 6lmm round, 2 bottlos of madical gear (type
umgnewn), 2 cams of c¢leaning compound, 5 banana clips of A{-47 rounds,

2 canteens, 2 pairs of trousars, 2 bolts, 2 awwunition pouches, 1 gas
mask filter, and ons lotter. At 1845 at YD 181253 Company C saw ono
indigenous individual bathing in a strcam. He flod without his clothing
and tho company pursusd by firs with nsgative results. 4t 1500 at ¥D
178258 Company C saw a caaractor dressed liko an AnVid and armed with a
unrseognizable rifle aporeach its position and appearing to bs lost, Tho
chargetsr, when he saw the Company C pcrsonnel, turned and ran, and was
pursued by firs with negative results., At 2245 at YD 178259 Company C
hal movemont of an sstimated 3 cnomy, an? firsd small arms with nogative
results, .

18 DEC at 1300 at ¥D 214283 Coapany 4 found 18 82mm mortar rounds,
30 fuzos, and 2 -cans of incramonts an? charges, At 1340 at YD 220287
Company A sizhtsd 8-10 WVA/VC with packs suspsctad of being mortar am-
munition, When an }-79 man attompted to take tho porsonnsl undor fire,
two rounds failad to sxplede on impact but male cncugh noisc to alert
ths chemy, who withdrow. At 1500 at YD 175253 Company C fourd 1 Smm.
pistel, 1 knifa, 8 road stakes, 1 cass of 6lam rounis(8. rounds/fcase)

a grave with onsboiy, woaring fairly now clothing, and a trail %° wide,
running nerth and south LYOW D 218285 tom YD 179244,
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- (ays before eng

JIVA and esehay

as YD 218 285 COJ found 7 H=%0 sronades, 3 full
=16 ‘v'»mduzz.ucv, 2 clLeyiore de bOflELuln,"‘ do rices, z ‘clajmore. sires, 1 pouch
(U.u._-I‘u.W iTJpe), 1 el ci,, (Cuum, i€ Comamist p’e) 1 cartridge. beld,

end oue poir of scndals, At 143 O-_Ic.b D2 )3260 Co Uf A found a downed
Cii-53 helico DEery  down ior en’es tinated 7 ‘nodths, contéining charied Llesh,
clothing end.ge: i of inf enty ien, crev.cid pilets. The following was founé:
6 I.’[-lo b rre.Ls, 1 I&l6 u:Lpoc., 2 watches. (l engr el SCIllAly, Fule), 2
iohb ;,ulu (T)GL 0y JoJv annd SCLiLAL, I.J..), 35 Utl.Ll
' ghters, one insignia “II0T, 2 documents marked

¢ DEC AT 10T

SO T AT J_.“ and’ "Lst MURDIV and 5 LEROIV ¥ G-H", 1 ¥-Bar, 1 i-16 bayonet,
1 1-60 butt plate .nd bolt, 1 wedding bana, 2 ca.ueras, 2 UusBe 445 cal pistoly
(serno 936459 end 2130o7b)_ L i=15 bolt, 1 pocket knife, 5 boots, 7 heluets,
aud 'i;'ne followng 1D, t:ags::‘
o MITE, I 2353701
: ) ' 2266513
2325549
2152529
DL ‘.A, D. , 2347416
LACLOLS 0L, .0 2525079
i 1y G W, 2200577

N 20 DEC: At 1530H it YD 193295 Cewpany ‘C fouwad o way s Sich vith 3
wouen Geteinees, 2 carbine rii _Leg, redio tubes Uy 2 bores of Tronglsteis
15 kect o L evy comuunicstion wire W.L_u,h, abiichnents, 250 Ceet o
cownmication wire, 1 large trons s Tuer es‘hj:u,;becl wedght J() Log, power
packer with v crordt end enotuer padio, 1 thewrl: DOCIS, HOLe
documents dated ey 1UGE, medical Shpplles in a p'ac‘ assorted, 702 gear,
ané essorted clothvig, The women seid thet ’l'wO 'V./L ad been in area 20
nad b wesnons. be u,rcen we-;
ihe women Getsinees vere ;
tie 150 ©VL claimed They wot
thet they lave been in avea i
shavion. L%@Eib}’. ’

.2t D’.i:C‘l_“A.t O50QE at T 1072“” Campeny C observed moveient outside the.
lines, i'i'_red ib, sav one figure, wiih negeiive remulis. At 0950H at ¥D
143285 Cope nd 1 cauplire bwamed out 24-48 hwours berore.

22 DIC A 1500 % 7D 168315 Coupuny. B fownd 40 empiy 122mm rocket
coutmuew, 4 e 6y 1247w exwumition box- and 2 bunkers (u el R O')

2% JuC it L410G a% ¥D 21%28 a Coimag "f:"_a e im0l encountered 10-12
ed giall apis 3 ﬁefwifth ::,,»-n;‘ve .Leuvl"c' Phe patrol
celled an ertiliewy wigsion, then edveueed, finding e cakpsite 200 1lbs
oI ricej S.sue cooked, 12 packs . (contu_»_r_m ‘clothing, melical ge:x and
wediciues, 4 cartons of cigere utes, C~railons, 1 large '&::r::c;sn.u tor radio,
cozzercial time, 1 nei TS, poncho liner, 1 ml twateh, 1 lorge clunese
corunist coupass, 3 sun helmets, .L_.eu.lCc boolxs, resupply orders, and a
Tielé comenders coase conbaining aocvuen'bs, a diary ond other miscellaneous
DEPers.

!

1 eV
Acéording to the Wo,aen
- Yetoinees claiied

- one - veL_L, Lud that here is- enother way

g

"’Je"s%{ S

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

5. Gamalties -and Damage Inflicted on tho Fnemy, . .

a. P rsor el.‘

-.(1) NV KIW— 1
(2) CHIEU HOI - 3

() Inaivia - 6

c. Munitions.

1

gl) Snall Ams Rounds — 692
2) Mortar Rounds - 127
(3) Mines =1
(4) Grenades 19
(5) Explosives, lbs. 40

de Food Stuffs (Partis-] Listin

(1) Rice, 1bs, =~ 3780
(2) wheat, 1bs. —- 200
(3) Corn, 1bqg - 60

oor S Jstmctureu Dest royede -

(l) Flghclng Foles'~ 31
“2) “Hut g “5,0:

Syl

g, Mlscellamous _{¢ n;tla* Listings).

(l Utllltles, Sets -1
(2) Hélmets  ~ ' - 4
8
3

. (3), Packs -
“r () Gas Masks -
6' . 5 1,;,;7.:‘,""} it g poae

7o
8.

1A ' , -
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=

ﬂ;owance

M-15141 : 20
M-37EL &
MRC-109
1RC-87
HRC-83
M-170
M-274
¥-101
M-107
M-12
M-250

}(2)' Ccomupicationa. e |
ITH( | - ALLOWANCE OH  OP.READY

OH = QP-RELDY

.
L 50
"
oW o

— - DR

.
N

o

PP-32.,0 .
20132 5 5 5

PP-4567
20135 5 0 o

PU-348
PP-388

PP-295%
21665 ' 1 0

(@]

AN/PPS-6
21775 0 6 6

AN/GR @;--3. 9
21907 : 12 6 6

AN/GRC-125 |
2A954 7 Vi ) 7

ANARC-83
22010 2 1 ]

ANMRC-87 :
22050 1 1 0

17 Ry
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ANMRC-109
22051 2 1 0

AN/PRC-25
22101 75 75. 67

AN/PRC-41 3 3 . 3

AN/PRC- 47
22105 . 5 2 f

AN/PRE-TT
22108 19 0 0

4N/URR~23
22390 ‘ 1 1 1

SB -22,PT
22650 5 5 5

AN/TGCO-21,
22670 3 0 0

T4-31/PT
22680 - 35 30 26

Thml ' \ ' .
22730 % 53 52

AN/GGC-3
227170 i 0 0

AN/TGC-240)
22783 2 o 0

‘KY-8 3 .z 2
K38 0 5 15

b. Major items previously warrarbed to higher echelon maintenance
facilities that have mt been returned.

(1) Motor Transport o LOCATION
M~37RL 1 FL3G-B
M.107 1 FL%-R

(3) Communicsiions,

18
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94

1TRM - QTY LOCATION
P-318 ‘
20930 1 3rd FSR
AN/MRC-87 |
22050 1 - FLG-B
AN/PRC-25°
101 g FL3G-B
AN/PRC- L7 _
22105 1 FL. L. R
Ta-312/PT
22680 4 FLSG-B
Ta-d
22730 1 FL,96-B
¢. Transpertztion.
(1) The following vohicles have teen code W, One M-15111,
1 MRC-109. 1 MRC 83, 2 M-107, 1 M-/16FL, 1 M-27412.  Omne
M=27i4A2, has been stolen. The overall condition of the
vehicles as far as lst and 2nd echelon maintenance is good.
Isgistics.
a, Jpply and pDistrilution.
1. Primavy source of mpply for Ru. FL 3-8,
2, Significant items in short surply.
(1) Dody asmor
3. Unit diszribution.
be Resupplye

o ®

1. Resupoly fisures, (by class) to the Companies in the
Bat talion. -

CLASS
I 152692
11 4895
I1I
IV 14210
v 55885

2. Totszl resupriy figures for comnaines in the Pattalion.
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Company 4 LB89LY
" B 47385
" c 624,68
" D 68980

3. Hot mesls were supplied the battalion in the £ield.

Iransportation.

(1) welicopters provided by M1G-39

(2) Mtumber of pounds of supplies moved by air for the Rattslion
was: 227782,

Engineer Support.

The 1st Platoon, Company C, 3d Engineer Pattalion served in -
direct sappord of the 1st Battalion, 9th Marines.

Services Situstion.

(1) Wnile s VCB showers, laundry and ice (to the mess hall)
were provided when availablee

Battalica Sipi.y Situstion,
(1} The averagze of 511 areas is C-l.
Medigal.
(1) SIGNIFIGANT EVENTS:
(s, 05 Hi's roported for d:ly
(LY @ B rotatzd to ONMIS ,
(¢, 02 ¥i's reassigned within IIT MAF
(a) M cssasltics (Fostile) and O3 HM‘g %D Under trestment,

(2) DEVELOPMENTS AND EV/LUATION:

(a) Yo notable developmenisc have iaken place since last
rerort,

(3) MEICAP STATISTICS:

(a) Location: Cam Lo Village '
(b} Peopie Trzated, 100 Women, 50 Children, 07 Men,
157 DL ,

(¢} Fou: chil:ren webe evacusted to the Children's

Hos:itel 2% Dong Yae e oo
. - GRGLASSY

20 : anrns

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

(e) Enpplles for the MedCaps have been extremly diff‘leult tq obt:in.
{4) PATIENT ST;TISI‘IC

(a) nuring the month of December 1968 393 Men were treated at
- the Quang Tri faclllty, and 289 at the L, 7. Stud Proi 'ty.
Total 682, : :

(5) mrumlml NS AND PREVENT ATIVE MEDICINE:

(a) 4 grest improvement in the sanitation of the bat+allon ’
: areas has tsken place this month, '

DECLASSIFIED

10, ersonn d rdminist ion.
a. Persannel.
(1) PEnlisted MOS Shortages ond Rark.
oS RANC SFORT G
(o) e} Set 2-
QL4 Crl 1
023> Gyset 1
o311 sgt 38
0311 Crl 20
031 Lcrl 24
@33, Sgt 10
B3 Cpl 6
0341 sgt 2
(5750 crl 1
0357 sgt "
0351 Cpl - 9
0848 Gysst X
2114 Set 1
2311 CrL 1
2511 LCpl 1l
2531 PFC 1
2535 Sgt 1
2549 Ssgt 1
2811 Crl 1
28T L.Cpl 1
2867 s&gt 1
3652 LCpk 3
338 Gysgt 1
559& PFG 1
8h2J S5zt 1
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(2) Rotations durning the month of December.

Ugic _ U sy
0 100 0 L

(3) Replacements receive dirimg the

UsMe . USN

13 94 0~ 5
(4) Casualties.

NBC ~ 69

VJI[L - 12

WILNE - 8
R ¢ G |

- DIy =2

(5) Eremotions.

Meriborioy ss

Regul ar Promotions

-0p.
45-1Cpl
1-PFC

(6) iz3DS: Yone

be Adninigtral’

/1) ¢pecial Services (Type of acuipnent that was
o located and passca out) ’

Fouipment Mleocated

Bear Ouantt

Pads of writing gear . 106D
Paper back bocks s . 100
i, Ve S2bs 11

- £ as 3 Yarce Sets
. - . bo g S'n!\ll SPtS
weat Shirts 200

(2) D_l_sc19;3_“n_e_. .

via tris flares were thrown inte o tent-om 27 Dec.
1568 a2t aporoximately 1040 P.M.
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(1) Courts Martisl: Mone
(2) Bn 0's OH: Ione
(3) ® 's 0H: Ione

(3) Marine P,X., Post:l Affairsge

Ase P:‘X-
(1) There is a P.X« located in the 11th thneers Area
: which services the VCB,

»{b. Posta.l. '
.{1) Mo problems uther than transporting mail to the !
field during helicopter monavailability.

11. Intelligences From 1-24 December 1968, 1st Battalion, 9th Marines
operated in the Nam Hoa Area, on OPF‘R",TTON' DAYON RIVER AFTON,.

The terrain consisted of mountainous, double to triple canony
Jungle, which made long & fast movement difficult,

lst Pattalion, 9th Marines received sporadic cort-et from the
eneny; estimated to be V,C, Montagnards with W4 advisors. In addition
there is; a possib! J_ity “hat a main force NVA unit was movmg through
the ar¢a as reporicd by:recon units,

1st Pattaliosi,. 9th xarines conducted patrols in a around VCR,
during the 24th of' Decemier-1968 to the 28th of December 1968, There
wes o contact mace in the four dayg.

. s . n T

WEATHER: During the days the tempersture ranged from the low 70ts to
high 80's. Daring the night the temperature ranged from the low 60's
%o high 70's. Winds were § te .0 knots with 1it*le precivitation.

REMAFK S

1y. Brouscouts proved usc:ul on the last operation as we were in their
area. ’

2+ Scout Dogs led to the discovery of s grave,

3. Recon-Teans inserted supplizd useful -inf‘omntion. vowever, it
was diffieult to gei infc *’natim back rom e recon tesus fast.enough
to allow for speedy reaciion by our manouver unitvsz,:

Le The ITT toam was insecrted repidly and used effectively to qaestion
the three women POW's.

12¢ Alr Sipport.

Ol Dec 68- 10 visually reconnec¢ Battalions area of operation at 0815,
4 15000 AO ran fixed winz. A ¥¢iswelly reconned for Company D at

1600Ho

02 DF‘c 68— 10 worked for Rattaiion TACY from 08304 until 1000v,

assIRED |

SEALET

-~

22
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2nd platoon of Company B lifted from Signal Will to LZ Diek (YD 143334)

at 1030H aboard helicopters, with a UH-1E escort,- 8lmm Mortar Flatoon
lifted from Signal Hill to LZ DELTA (0923)

03 Dec 68 {0 worked for Battalion T:CP fror'n‘v0950ﬂ until 1100°, A
platoon from Company A was lifted from FSB DICK to L7 FUSAN (VD OL24).

04 Dec 68 {0 worked for Battalion TACP from Og30W until"f"o‘)ﬁﬁqﬁ$4~i'?”"’é‘i"i€“’ed
on station by amther %0 wro worked until 1200, 10 ran two fTights
fixed wing, 10 worked for Company C from 1230W until 1345¥,

05 Dec 68— I vorked for RBettalion from OROCH until 1000H, Ran one
flight -
LZ DELT

ixed wing Spooky worked from 23008-24001 in 0923 grid around

an one flight fixed wing on Pill 812 (¥D 1020}

£for Company A at YD 030285, . ‘

07 Dec 68 4D ran fixed wing on "ill 812 (YD 1020) LZ Prep, 0 worked
for Battalion TACP from 1000K..1125H, ’

08 Dec 68 Compznr A 1.fhed to YD 0424 by helieopter with UH-1% escort,

09 Dec 68~ Ran fired wing for Company A, 0 ran fixed wiri}.;f for Company
A. 10 relicved ran air strike on LZ FISCFER at 1230H,

10 Dec 68 40 worked for Battalion TACF st LZ FIS(HER from O0945H-
110CH, 0 worked for Company C at 1715H.

12 Dec 68~ 0 worved for Battalion TACP frem 1630M-1715H.

13 Dec €8 20 looked for futuie LZ's for Babtalion TACP and ran fixed
wing on Hill 812 {¥D 1020) as prep. slso :an preps at {vD 171290),
(YD 162273) ‘

14 Dec 68 H&S Company Lifted to LZ SHILOF by helicopter, Company 1
also 1ifted to YD 1682313 Company C to YU 161272,

16 Dec 68 [0 woried for Company D adjusting artillery in YD 1020 grid,
Company D lifted from %) 1020 wo RockPile.

19 Decm -Comipany C lifted from YD 162273 to YD 196304 &S lirted from
__ FSB'SHILOH to YD 19630k; Company B from FSB SHILO® to L7 BARNRTT by

© . helicopter transports.

"_21 Dec 68~ H&S Company Lifted from Y2 196304 to LZ DICK; Company C
1ifted from ¥D 196304 t~ 197275 by heliconter.

29 Dec 68~ Dattalion lifted o VOB Ior Christmaz.

30 Dec 68 Company B lifted from (U4 VIET to LEPILE Comnany ¢ and
 H&S to Vandegrift Combst Base by helicopter and esenrs by UL1TW.

2l )
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13. Fire Slppgrt.
a. Artillerys

(1) General: The artillery fire suprort for the month of
" December 1968 consisted of preparstion fires, night
defensive fires and a small mmber nf tareets of sooartunity,
(2) significant Events: On 4 December Company D and ¥&S €ompany

reciived a squad sized probe and responded with mortsr fire,
artillery fires and air supr‘ort. On a2pprmximately 8 Necember,
Company C engaged the enemy in a fire fight and emnlnyed
mortar and artiliery fire for support.

(3) Type missions fired:

a. Observed - 115 Missions
b, Umobserved - 3 Missions
e HI's = 460
(1) DMumber of rounds fired.

i3y 105's - 8,742

b, 155%s - 1,065

c. 106z . tone

d.  he2" Xortars - 995 .
(5) Siczifienrs Sarveillance,

a. KIL- Yone _ : o
b, WIs - Yone : ‘ ‘
c» Hankers destroyed - ‘None
L..di- Secondary eivlosicns - 3
e. Bridges destroyed - Mone
f. Wortars desh: cyed - Yone
g 50 Czl IVG & troyud - Nons ;
16, Cormumhatmns/glm monl Bt T et T 1--’ - ' ‘

Fhe C

A - . v ‘}

Qe -General* wrmuucatlons durlng the. subJect month was. generallv
ex*ellent, in that 'at o time was the babttalinn cut nf communi~
cabions with %hs parers- organlzaun'&, or the mbordinate units,

For the mostipart, comranicsiing Was ‘dvne from righ :
glevabions and cond’ecmntly wag line—nf-sight. Thé wieather
Was mostly hot -ahd dry, with mimimal pricipitstion,

One minor pm"lm was encountered, and this was with dry
cell battery resupoly, this’ nmblem was resnlved Within the
battallon supply systen.

o e e T

b, The nom:l Message Céntér (Rear) and Field Messsge Center
were a'lpmyed _uh ns, umseal ocoirences,

: "‘ud.tr_g tbe wire network installed in the rear areas,
ml“ural wire \.Suge wes utlllzed w:th the Dattallﬂn (P in tre
“i‘:.eld. : v
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Radic. The only notewsrthy eomment in regard to radin, is that
at one point it was necessary to construct a quarterwave
length long wire antenna for the Rattalion Administrative net
This antenna was teminated with a 600 OHY resistor. The
results were satisfactory,

Radio-Relay. There was mo employment of radio-relay during
the subject perind. '

25
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