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'i. Des~; n,;tionlLo(,,,tiOh. ~d ~.,thli:oh 9th >r;\dt'l.e",~ '6.Ar¢~i 1968, elllIlT' 
C~,rroll~ 

2. Period C~ered :7 Re-r-'~rt. 1 .. 30 A~r1:i 1968~ 
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~ectisrt ,IV, -. S-3.Cm:-onol.ogy 

1. Genera1..'. 2nd Batta1.ion_ 9'th Marines partlclpti:ted in Operation 
LANCASTER'll f'rom 1 A:p,ri1 1968 to 30· AprU 1968. Compony "F" _ one 
p1e.toon £rom Company tEn end a. detnchlncnt f':t>O:m H&S,,~Ccmm~· pn:t-ticipntc 
in Operation CHAi1.:r.,TON .!"rom 12 ApriLunt·i1 1.6 April.:1J~l~I~, __ ; .. The.fQ~lOWin{ 
units were OPO?N .. to 2/? during the follo\ving 'p,crioa~~1jfJJfLl.l!6\:,:'i1i;:.:::'{i'T,-o;; . 

Company "Itt 3 r .d Bn 1st Marines -"~""":"''''''''''~'''=.."".-~'--'',c'':!l :MffJ..r;,N~ . 
. 061.40oH-i0080oH Ipril. 1.998 ~=, '~---~ .. 

Company \I 111, 3rd Bn 9th l"iari'Poes 
l2i800H-140600H April. 1.968 and·1.50001H-l.6l.200HApril. l.968. 

2. Compo.ny liEn, 2nd Bn. 9th Marines. Fl'om 1 Apri1 until 13 April E/2/C. 
wasrosponsible :fOI' a pOl'tion of the perimeter def'ense of' C~p J.J". 
CARROLL. In addition to its seotbr of the perimeter, E/2/9manned tl..r6 
outposts ond",provided100al. secuI'ity, road sweeps an~ CQvoy security. 
On 6 April E/2/9 was hel.i-1i!'ted across the Cam Lo J.: iver.to About . 
Cao, .H5J.~ h9'O~' vic (YD 06859!JJ to attempt to reoover Ii !'r1end~y MIA .. 
On ~l April. one p1atoon f'rom E/2/9 embnrlced on n cordon and SGllrch 
opernt,iofi0A.st of' Cmnp J".J". Clli'1.ROLL wi.th F/2/9 and Bravo Cqmniand ' 
Group. From'l~ Apri1 unti~ 25 Apri~ l.968E/2/9 ooc~p1ed Hill #37 vic 
(YD 098575) 0 uring this time E/2/9 wa.s responsible .:for seour1 ty of' 
Rou'J:;{'l #9 't-;rithin its !'I.:r'eo. of' opero.tion.· It provided close-in security 
by conducting' dailY. squad. size patrolsJ! ambushes md rond sweeps. On 
26 Ap:.r::-i1.", E/2/9return~d, to COl)lP J.J. C~R9LL with notc.cticnJ. ros.pon­
sibj1,it~· ,. From ~7 Ap:r:'i2 until. present E/2/9 occupied Landing Zone STU:C· 
vic C:,r:c; 998480 H . . 

., 
. 3'.cQ;.i:lp[t . lIF~l_ 3-' ' e. From 1 Apri2 until. 7' 

Apr:tl 12 9 was resJ?ons~blef'or Mike s Hil.l", D.t vic (YD 07Lr-574>. 
thepositicin at vic (YD 012572) nnd the pbsi tion at vic (YD 073563). 
Dur.ing this time F /2/9 was responsible for security Of' H"uto #9 within 
it:'! l'.rca of' operation. It provided close-in security by cone.noting 
daily sqnad size patrols. funbu'shes ~nc1road sweeps. Durin&} tlJ.is time 
H-2/Z/9 was OPCON to F/2/9. Frome ~"pri1 until. 113 Apri+.. F/2/9 'olas 
responsibl.E> .tc~." o. portion of' th0perimeter def'ense of' vamp J".;r. CARROLY 
Il1.ad'dit:i.cn to luo.nning its sector of' the perimoteJ;'7' F/2/9 provided 1.oc 
secur'ity~ road s"laepa and convoy security. On 11 ..... pr~l~ F/2/9 with one 
pl.atoon f'ro:':i1 E/2/9 anl'l. one p2ntoon f'rom G/2/9 under Gommond Group Brav 
oonducted c..- cordon and sfi)Grch operation southeast of' Crunp J.J. CARROTJ 
On 1.2 April., F/2/9 snc1 Ono p~o.toon of' E/2/9 under Conunnnd ~oup ~a"ITo 
conductedullother cordon OIlc'1 search ol?el"t;'-tion southe~st of'. vamp J.~ •. 
CARROLL. The cordon and searoh on 12 ~l.pr1l. cOr:l'llonced One%'o.tion CHAdLT0.. 
:From 8 April. until. l.8 April. F/2/9 was OPCOl'1 to H/2/9. ~ram l.8 April. un 
20 April.,F/2/9 mr-.nned the position at the Khe Gin 'bl'idgf;t vic(YD 0265 
It provided l.oca1 s~curity f'or the bridge and Route #9 in its area of' 
operation. On 20 April. F/2/9 and Commortd Group A2pha moved to OaLu' 
vic (YD 0l.1.r455 >. . 
ll" CQli1n7~ ttG". 2nd Bftttg,l~on~ 9th! ~riije~.FI'am 1. April. until. l.3· 
April G 2~9'occupied 12137 vic ( 0 9 78) and the bridge nt vic 
(YD 098575). Dur1,.ng this time G/2/9,was I'esponsibl.G :for security o:t 
Routo ~¥9 within its area of operation.' ItpJ:'ovided ol.ose-in seouri ty 
by concuc~in~ daily squad size pntrols, ambushesnnd rond ·sweeps. on 
l.1 April ~i96o one p1ntoon of' G/2/9 participated in a cordon nnn senrcl:. 
ope:rc:!-;:lon ,wi th F /2/9 !mil. one . platoon o:r E/2/9 under Command Group Brttv 
Fl:'Q'fi1;l3,JI:Pl'i1... un:tj·~ .. 18 Apri1., rJ/2/-9 was. ·re.spons1'J)l.e .1'01' nportionot: 
the per-imeter de~ense of' Camp 3.J. CARROLL. In addition to its sector 
of' tb.o peril'l1oter, G/2/9 manned two combat· outPosts and provided 10cn2 
Ge~'.n·':".ty, road sweeps and convoy' security. From 18 April. unti1 22 Apri' 
G/2/9 vw.sO'Cm1 to 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines. On 22 April. G/2/9 again 
be/~ernoOPCClH i~o 2nd Batta.lion, 9th ~arines .FJ:'om 22 April. until. 30 Apri-
G:/<?/C) ~ccupicd CaLu vic (YD 014455 l. . 
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H
5 _~~I;UolOO4.L~~ ....... ~~~~~oIo£j~~~...;;:;.~~~ .. FrA Ap~1~un't1l: 7 A:p~":tl 

. l)Ori.m.eter dof'ense of: camp 
J •• CARROLL. In addition to manning .its ~eQtor: of: the perirn-eter. H/2/ 
provided local. s~curity, rona_sweeps nnd convoy se6"Urity. During . this 
time H .... 2/2/9 was OPCON to F/21,9. :Fronl 1 -Ap1'>il until 26 ApriJ. H/2/9 
was ;oes'gonsible f'or n:MikC: ts Hill". 'at rlc (YIr 074574) and the positions 
at V1C \YD072571) and V10 (YD 073563). On 18 April H/2/9 reduced its 
f'orces on nr1ike 1 s Ni1llt too. combat ou-tpost B.t:ld establishe¢l._Q position 
at vic (YD 073572). FI'Olll 7 Apri'1urit:tl 26 AprilH/2/9 wAar(5eponsible 
f'or security of' Route #9 within its area of' operatipn. !tprovided 
close-in security by conducting daily squa.d size patrolsl. ambushes itnd 
road s1N"eps. From 7 April until 18 _ Apx>il F-l/2/9 was OPCuN to H/2/9.­
From 2'/ April until 30 April H/2/9 occupied Landing Zone Stud vic 
(YD 998l+e6). 

-
6. !f:'S~Q.9:mJ2.~_~ 2nd Ba.ttnlion. 9th }Ierine.a. FrODl l. Apx>il until 27 
ApT':!.:L H&S/2/9 provided normal service in support ot: the Battal.ion 
opera:ting out of' Camp J.J. CARROLL. From 27 April. until. 30 April. 
H&S/2/9 provided no:rma~ service f'ox> the Battalion opornting out 01' 
CaIII\ nncl LC':neJ.:>Tlg :lone tUde ' 

... . .... .. .. 

7 e QQf.1I::2.Q...lJ.y __ .l~Tn ,,_.3~_<L~JJ..:!;tt~U.9n-..J..st Marines. F'rom 6 I~pril until. l.0 1l.pril 
I/3 :.L "'I~.S ()j~,:;('i'iT to 2/9 and manned a sector 01' the de1'ense perimeter 
ot: C'-:Grp J' ·, .. r 0 GARHOLL. . 

8 .. QQ.~n::z;-,~]n .~--ttS !3attaliori. 9th iYIatinEUL. Prom 12 April until. "1· 
Apr:!_:l:. ,. 3/'9 1'f.~S~P ON to 2/9. On 1.3 April. 1/3/9 conducted n. soa.roh 
cnd d.'::l:;t-i;:;:>oy m:J_[il3ion southeast of' Ca.mp J .J. CARROLL. 1/3/9 was Glso 
OPCOlT -to 2/9 i'rom 15 April. until 16 April. On 15 April. I/3/9-conducted 
0. cordon c~d seo~ch onoration southeust of' Camp J.J. CARROLL~ ~nder 
command of' 2/9 Bravo "tomrnand Group_ .' 

9., :::LQ,,~t~:~_E!g!.~p£j; •• On 6 April. E/2/9 was heli";'1.if"ted north of' tho _Cam.' Lo 
R:tv::.n~t;(> at'l~Gm::'Jt to retrieve 0. f'rienc:lly NIA. It .. ras met "lith heu,,:! -
artlJ.lerv .::tnC' .. mortar attack nR soen as the compon'T l.8.nded and sUf':.eero"d 
he'J.v-y co.'Sual ties. From 18 !l.p:r·i1. to 22 l.l.?ri~ G/2/9~ (OPCOH to 3/2) was­
in contnctH~_ th 8. l.corge enemy force north of' Route #9. vic (YD 9643). 

l.0" Tx:..'l-lJl:iug,,., Due· to operati.onal- connni tments ver-y little 1'ormal. 
·trair.:;_:l.r~.N"a.s conducted. 87 rep:Lacemont personnel received training 
in. a.ccc:r.dance Hi th DIVO 1510 .. 3 B• 

11.. !'i:c'§: S.'.).pport ('met l?ire Support Coopdination. 

. n. Artil.1.ery Sl..1iiPort f'rom l. ..!~px>il to 30 -April i.n the 4th ~ .. !t.:n-e:;';t:,::"C 
wo..~ __ by "4," a.nd l1e Battery of' First Bc.ttv..l.ion, 12th Marines.· :lWI

• 

Bcttery .• .1 best Be.ttal.ion
F 

l~th :Ha.rinesl?~ao provided direct o.rtil~e:('y 
suvpo:r·t - nneT itK1I Battery ourth Battalion, 12th Marines provided genera.l 
suppt'rc... The J'oJ_lovdng batteries were under the operational control 
of' .L'i'irst Bnt.tallon 12th r.1arlnes arid. supported Second Batta.~ion, 9th 
1'<ia~eines at CaLu~ 20 April to 26 April.. the First Provisional. Battery 
(1.~';5 t ovwd hONi tz~r):I one 8-inch howitzer platoon f'rom l:2th :Hurines ~ 
a.nd !tBn BQ.t{:'0~:>-:l, -<"irst Battalion, 13th Hurines. the Fil."'st I'rovisicnn.1 
Dn.ti;<:.T'Y o.nx~. t-.]20 8-inch p~o.toon f'rom. l.2th. r!farines. Tacti.cal. fire 
dipo ct;\on HSS :,JI'>ovidod by Headquarters •. First Bo.tta1ion~ 12th Harinos 
clJ.:!:c?ins the <3nti.:r;>c .peri.od. Techni.cal i'ire direction ',,as provided t:or 
ru.l bo:t'[-;er:Les -0::];' F:1:i:'c.t Ba.ttalion~ 12th H<."l.rines excepting those . 
bl1.t;to~·:t9S Ed; CaLu tv-hich. provi.ded thei.r own techn:l.ca~ :eire direction .. 

~-----;.. ------ _. - - -~- "-------- - - ,- . -

b. g,-r;p1.a-;:r:nent of' nrtil1.ery dUx>ing the period 1 April. to 30 Apri1 
in -;~2)_[; }'·c,ur-t'.::_ Harj.nes area of' operation resulted in the :f'o11otving 
OYl'lY;'L'-_':1.:t-::;ion o::xpr-:m.d:( tU.ro: l2l.l HE and 274 \oJP. Fire missions consisted 
o:f t;e.1:'gu-tf! or '_"'lppor·t.v.nityp connter mortar fires. counter artill.ery 
:fire's .. cou.n·t&r roelf-ot". f'ires, night dof'en,sive fires. preparation fires 
0i.°1C. ,~overing fire s I'or convoys Rnd l'oe.d sweops. . 

- -~ - -"?- • '"' - - "fIi!' ...... "7"'_ .• -·~f. 4 __ .·_.0~ ~ __ "".:_~:.,~ +£ .' ;;'- ~ 
~ ... ::1..i.~~i.:~~ ;;~_ .. __ 

;JE9U!4E 4*9$Z4"'P'"'* " - .wr.'" 
' . 

. J~'. ...:.i'e .... ~ -.--. ..~ 
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~Azotn16t7 'Si,~;;:om .. 11 '
'''; 
~ .,.' 

811pport1tlg'; 'Brit" r1e's,was ooneiclorea 
sl1~isfactory. ':," 

12. ~l,r ,Supp~r,!. 
'\ 

e.. t~aevios:.~4' tr90ps werehe,11C6pt'€l};~'e:'ifad~lit$donfi ve,oc:CQ.3ion~, 
~ ., ' . • '. ..1 

b. Commcmt1nhd. Cgntroi. <fri'two occa.sions'lieliqC?P,t'ers 9c.rried four 
pers6nnel'onvlsua.l i'eoonnais'sanoe of 'frienc11ynnde,nemY positions,. 

o •. S~l!h'pJ?lY... In 74. lifts, 38658 pounds of gear was supplied' to 
fieldWl,itsby helicopter. 

, . 
d .. !tQ.~i.ftsi Op one occasion two. ple"toons completed a. h~liOOl?tr 

"~~"ahdc~trri.ct and on another occasion two compDnies with a. ' 
conirrlrinq. gr:oup. 1'1,01'e t~a.nsported to anew area of opel'ation~ ..' .. ,.., . . 

e I!' !i}.:(~9. Hing. Eight flights of fixed wing aircl'aftwere G,irooted 
tostrikp;:,:ri:o\rn' nnd suspected enemy posi tio~s in close support of 
fr'iendl'y u:"J,i;so 
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- tSggtl.mi II -. S-ldl'rcqnQJ.O' 

1. General. During tho reportingpor1od 3 b:t\ficers 'were joined arid 
:3 were lost to this organization. ,A sn6rta,ge or 4 ofric6rsoxists 
primarily in the occupational field 03.'1'he enlist'od strength contin'Uo 
to decrease, hnving Joined 77 enlisted nnd dropped 116., The ba.ttalion 
is presently short 10 etaf:f' non-cozmnissi·oned offlcers·,.pr1m.a:t'ily in . 
the occupa.tion~l :field 03. The non-effe,~tiV'es ntthe end of the ' 
reporting pe'I'1od totnls 4 offioers (one \VIA) nnd124 enlisted •. Los~es, 
for the f'oI'thcorlling month ore expected' to be 3 officoJ:ts and 20' 
enli~ted by ro~ation to CONUS. ',' . 

a. " Strsm~f. The a.verage monthly strength for the period ending 
30 Aptl1 19waaas tol-lows: 

OFF OFF 
~ -2 

94% 
b. Losses. 

. USMC USN 
~ -

OFF ENL ~ 
Hostile 1:' 0 

ENL 
-0 ~ 

Non-hostiJ.o 0 1 0 o 
5 AOmin 2 J 70 1 

Note:' The above ~igures inci~da', onl;r those personnel c1ropped 
!'rom rolls. For total oasualt~es see the ·medical 
~hl'onology. . " .' 

(1 )Oftne battle. oa9uhl'~s 15 were KIA, 3 DOW, and 27 
were WIA.. TJie.27 were traos1'erred by servioe record to Camp 
S.D.· BUTLER. The non-hostileoo.sLtalty suffered a fractured 
l:tlnb. ' 

(2) ot tho ndminiatrati va lesse s,2 o1'fioers rotatqc1. to CONUS, 
23 enlisted were inti'a-Division transfers and 47 rotated to 
CONUS. . ' 

c. Aaministra.1;i211 • 

. (1) StAte of' Moraie. ExoeUent. 

(2) SignifiQNlt Actiy:j,tiQa o;CPer09p.p.l SeV~Qt. None. 

(3) ProIllotion~. lu. Corporals were promoted to Sergeant. 2 
mOI'itorousl~! 38 l.nnoeCorporals \-lere promoted toCorp6~a1; 
73 Private ,i~rst' Class were promoted'':Ito Lance Corp'ora1; nnd 
6 Privates were promoted to Private ~1rst Class. 

<4)£i;§cipl.w~,LaH snsL01"s'e.-. One SuriImrg-y Court..Martio.l WO.B 
comploted; nnd' 4 persons 'were (lwardE) a., NJP by the Battslion 
COIlI':nEm de:r. 

" (5) &b...Servioe has been·s~t:i.s':t'actoi7~ .. 
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'--..i~ ati on-I II ~ ... ~,:S'-2"~~ fmQl O;,~' 
) .'" e.s.~.",.. ,.' 

1. General. During the reporting pO:1;"iod frGr.1,'l,;Aprilto )0 April 1968" 
the ,2d Battalion; 9th 14arines ptU"tieipatedin Operation LlllJCilSTER II 
and Operation CHARLTon under OPCONoi' the 4th Marine Regiment. ,This 
unit's mission from 1 Apttil to 20 April'1968 included provision'of 
security on the portion ,of Route #9 between Camp J.J." CARROLL and the 
eastern boundary of the 4th Marino 13 :TAOR, .' plus perimeter defense ot 
Camp J.J. CARROLL. On 20 April 1968,. CCE1l11and Group Alpha and Com.pany 
"F" moved toCaLu Combat Base where they joined Company nG'· and assumc(1 
responsibility for tho d~fense of that position. Command Group ,Bravo 
and Companies ttEtt ,and ItH t continued to hold positions along Route 119 
until 21 April 1968 at which time they rfillieved .'?d· Bo.ttalion.~ 9th 
Marines at LZ StUd vic (YD oou.8'.· " , ' , '. '''~~----~-, .' 

.k """";.,'_;,.. .. .:...~.- ;_,,:;'W:"~.-

~. ," ''''T-,.;:r' , 
, 'rill' i;;;iillJl\. f~«;~(~;";Ir,''''N-,,!~:I, ; i 11i(~!lt!Jl"l t';"·',,,":·""\ I,·"", ~ : .... ~' :~.\~.$~) . ..t-;§\1~.:~, ~.;.;;,' .' _ .. 

, '. 
~~~~ •• ~.:.~ot·~"';.H-:;'~.'.''': .' 

a. General. The area of operation from ,1 April 'to 20 AppiJ. 1968 
was generally in tho vicinity of C~p J.J. CARROLL. This operating 
area is bounded on the north by the southern boundary of the DI1Z, on 
the east geriera1l-;r by the 09 grid lino and tho northM"n tributary of tl'lc 
Vinh Phuong River, on the south by the northern edge of the Ba Long 
Valley, and, on the ",est by the 04 grid line and on arbitrary line . 
drawn from Camp J.J. CARROLL southwest to Nui Be. Ho vic (YD 01.55l2). 
Characteristics of tlie terrain in this area conveniently divide it in~o 
three distinct parts. ' 

The first portion is rould1ly defined as the area north of the ridge­
line on which Camp J.J. Cf~OLL and OP 250 are situated south of. the 
CamLo River. T.hisentire area is generally rugged, being composed of 
hills in the eastern half and mountains further west. Prominent in tho 
a:ea is the rid.ge,line run."ling. generally ellst to west on the l10rthern 
s~de of tho C~Lo River on wh1ch Dong Ha Vic (YD 02$9), Dong Ma vic 
(YD 0458) and Dong Kio vic (YD 047585) Mountains are oi tuated. This 
entire ridgeline affords the onemy excellent observ~tion of Route #9 
and n limited view of' the Camp J.J .• CARROLL P:l.ateau; it should be 
noted that the latter is tho mOst prominont land mass in the oper~tinG 
area south of the C~~ Lo River. Vegetation in thisnortharn portion of 
the TAOR. is t;:Pifie'dby double and triple oanopy t!'ees and, aco.Ql1panyir"~ 
undergrowth.. I'lhile this type of vegetation offers o%c&ll()nt covel' and 
concealmont to enemy torces operating in this area, it greatly impedes 
movement and will canalize both'friendly and enemy forces onto the 
trails rUnning through the, area. Friendly access to this nortM,rn 
portion of the operating area is restricted to foot traffic 'by tho Ce,m' 
Lo River, whio}1 flows thl'OUgh the a !'ea.from vic (YD 040570) to vic 
{YD 190597).I~p.9I'iods of prolonged inclomont weather, this river 
will be n formidable obstllcle oven - fo' i'oot'- tX'oop's. 'Arso of' 'significance 
is Route #9 which runs in close proximity to and on the south aide of 
the Cam Lo Rivel:' s.nd serves as the principle friendly avenue of B.pprOOIJ.n, 
into the operating area. 

(~) 
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. Tho second distinct portion of the opol'ating nrea1s that al'EJa 

south of CQ..'i1p J.J. CARROLL on tho western side of Route #558 freqt\entl:,-
, referl'ed,to as thsL qu,a Vall~y. This area is predominantly na.t o.bandono{~, 
fam lo.nd, f.',nd is co:mprised of operil'ields "mrd rice paddies with ,only 
sparse treelines and·hedgerows to hamper observation from. the, Ca.mp 
j.J. Cl~BROLL Plateau. While this type of ter~ain 1s prone to easy 
movement, cover n.ncl concealment is poor nnd troops are easily ca.n~tlize( 
by the many irrogular rice paddies. Signir1c.~t 1n this area is the 
extensive village coinplex adJaoent to nciute1f:S58~ -the"lo.rgest of' -vJhich 
is the Doc Kinh Resottlement Village vic (YD 09$2). Treelines and 
hedgerows become mpreprominent around these villages r:'.S do tho bnrbed 
wire fonces utilized by the civilians r~ound their individuril l~d 
holdinflis. ~'riendly avonues of' approo.ch into 'chis area. nre provided by 
Route tt.5 ~8, an unpaved sinp.;le llme secondary rond N. nning south from 
Route #9 and thesooondary road running south from the Camp J.J. 
CARROLL hateau; _there is also an enat-west l"oad intersecting Rou.te 
#5:58 at the Doc Kinh Rcse:ttlernent' Village, that provides n~,cess into 

sq tt 
-------,------------- -------~---.....-:..----.~ 

\ -
I ,I , () 

' .. , .. ' . i 
the w~s·te1'Il.ex~ of the Gus. Valley" Th~ tn'6e:t\:boun'd. in lfe.U us,e-d 
trails; the m:os,t .s:ignii',ioan-t- ,'&1' 'whioh runs south~ast in tho, ,valley £r( 
OP 250. 

The piedIilont a.rea" •• the west of Route 1555 is the' third,. dia-tinct 
nortion of theopePE'.ting,a.rea. Promipent in this area:is Hill #30 vic 
, {YD 155532}, Hill #94 vic (YD'1:22515J and Hill #108 'vic (YD 178536), 
all 6f which provide fair observation over tho'i:mm.edi,at6surr:ounding 
area. Vegetat:1on in this area foll:OWB one'of'twoextremos, the first 
being gr.Qss·coveI'ed open areas tha.t typifies the tops of much of the 
high ground. In most of tho lower areas and draws cut into the ,n'lUllerm' 
ridgelines, ext:remel~ dense, brv.sll',Wi;Ll be~:n,eo\lntered",oe'easl"otl4'ly 
accompaIliedby an overhead canopy'. Several, stre,nmswind through the [1.; 

genera.lly in an ea.sterly direction; the abundnnce of wnter does not 
present so much of. an obsto.ele as d.oes the steep banks, some of whieh 
run as high as fifteen feet. With this one, exception., traffica.bility, . 
in this area is generally good. Access is provided by numerous trails; 
the most Significant of which runs east fram Route #,,8 nenr the Doo 
Kinh Resettlement Vil1age~. ____ ------------------~------------__ --~ __ __ 
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On 20 April 1968, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines relinquished responsi­
bility for these two areas south of Crunp J.J. CARROLL and took over: 

... a.tLarea generally s'I.;rrounding .thcLGaYu Combat Base. The major parf of 
this opera.ting a.rea is roughly defined by tho north and south ridge­
lines encompassing the B~ Long Valley. on the northern side or the 
valley" this boundary tollow:~, an arbitrary 1ine . ..£;enerally southeast 
from Dong Toan vic (YD 0247) to Dong Ngon vic (YD 0944). Likewise on 
the south sid.e of the valley, the boundary follows the first predonun! 
ridgeline roughly approximated by a, line~~tonding northwest from Hir 
#410 vic (YD 0504-1:1,.) to its intersection vrith Route #9. The 47 grid 1: 
provides r'. rough northern boundary and the eastern end is enclosed 
ge~erally by the 10 grid line. .. 

The characteristics of this terrain fall into two distinct c8.tegor~ 
the first being the ridgelines on either side of the Be. Long Valley 
end tho land mass on Hhich tho CaLu Combat' Base is situatod. The'se 
nreas are typically rugged and tnounte.inous~ ond aI'O covered for th() 
most part"with d<juble and triple canopy trees and brush~ Dong T09.n~ 
Dong Ngon, Hill #302 vie (YD ~2466), and. Hill #445 vic (YD ~1448J 
aI'O the most nrominent land masses in the area however excellent 
observation is -ai':t'orded fi\'oM. most locations on the ridges of which 

; they are apart. Trafticnbility is exceptionally poor on theso ridges 
due not only to the vegetation but also to their relative steepness 

. and lack of ronds a.nd trnils~ On the CnLu Combat Base proper; OP Texaf' 
vic (1.'1) 0064.61) provides good observation to tho northwest. 

The Ba Long Valley itself is decidedly different trom the terrain 
that surrounds it. The vnlley floor is ~onernlly flat and most of it 
is cultivo.te~f1.n(1 broken only by on occasionnl hedgerow or treeline. 
Portions tho.t'"o.re not under CUltivation, ore covered with dense grass 
and low scrub. Or primary significance is tho Qunng ~i River whiCh 
flows generally east .. southeast through the va3.ley. This river varies 
in width from 25 to 100 meters and in depth f'Ilom one to six feet •. 
Reasona.bly steep banks ranging up to ten feet in height will be . 
encountered over a good part of the river's course, thus destroying 
possible vehicular fording points. It should a.lso be noted that there 
are numel'OUB sIilalloza stzaenms flowing into this zaiver, l1'lo.ny .of which 
flo'lcf through rice paddies. Traffi'cability on the northex-n siele of 
the rivel' is e::~cellent due to a secondary l'ond that interseots with 
Route #9. Unfortunately, the open aspects o~ the valley floor providd; 
littlo cover for friendly movoment to countorbnlnnce the excellent 
observ~tion into thE;) valley (',f:forded by the steepridgelines on cit;he: ) 
side 8 . 

be ~eather. The weather conditions for the repozating period were 
for- t~J.G most p art characteristic' of the SUITmler months ['.head. Noticenb~ 
'Harmel"> and moister air prevailed, hOlfever, overcast condi tiona were 
noted throughout the period limiting visibility. A summary of weather 
stati3tics for the reporting perio-dis as follows: 
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Detainees 

DH-lO Mines 
AK-47 Rounds 
Chi Com Grena.des 
AT Mines . 
Ri-fIe Grenades 
6 Offim . MOrtar Rounda 
Bunkers . . 
Fighting ·Holes· 
~;VA Helmets 
~TVA Picks' 
NVAE-To"ols 
:NVA Medioal Kittr, 
R1 •. Swt· .. . ".iJ.~ 00}, 0I'S 

DECLASSIFIED 
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75 

.' 

6:l !:n.Q~Y Initio.ted Incid,ents.Pur1ng the reporting period, VC/NVA . 
eley,lGnts iriit'iateda total of (45)' incidents against the 2d :Battalion, 
9:;h. !ior.irlOs and tm'boodi,nnte;' . units •. This figure has daczieaaed from 
(131.!-> inc~c1ents in t1arch 1968.; The incidents occuring~n April 1968 
nrc broken c,1.mm· as follows: 

Sniping 
Artillery end Roclcets 
Nort.ars 
:,I:nccming Grenades. 

.': ".::.,":: 12· 
11 

i. '. 20 
2 

7 ~ ,sour-ces gt Int~111ge~ce. Intelligence informntio~, was gathered ft'.o.m 
the fo!lowingsourc~s: . ~2,4th Marine Reginent, 3d Force ~a.ttalion. 
15th CJ.T, 7~h ITT, Kit Garson Scouts; Ba.ttalion 8-2 S,?outa .and ground 
forces worlangin thellres.. . . , 

8 • .§.qrveUlance Devices. Tvienty-twc;)sma11 St'arlight ScopeSWeI'0 . 
employed d.uX'ing the' r epo:rtingperi ad •. Eighteen . of these se ope s bl31c)Pg 
to the 2d -Battal.ion, 9th Marines nnd foul' ·weN lOruled to thisuni t by 
the 4th l1arine.Regiment. In addition to this" thl'&G NOna ~rere 8nlp10"JT(L",. 
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"&GHO" V - S","" QuoOPQ10'<%" 

l.. <:enereq... 'l'.h.e over e.1.1 sup'p~Y s 1 'bua:tion ilnpzooved duri.ng the. nOI};tho-C; 
AprJ.J.. MaJ.ntenan~eon the' l'J42ZAl. l-ras restrioted by lack of repair part 
During the 1atter part; of April. trans-port;at;ion support of t;he battaJ..ic, 
deteriorated. 

. "',.,.-', 

!k..~. 

(l.) C:::urrentl.y· the f'011owing items are on 3d eche10n deadl.i.ne:. 

(IF ):.H79 Grene.de~aunc:.hers.'·· 
(2) 3~5 Rocke.tLa,unchers·· 
(2) 60;:nm :t1ortar sights' 
O·l ~ 60mm Mortar base p1atea 
(.J.) oOmm Mort.ar bipod 
P~) 6Omm. Mortar tube 
-3) Shot g_uns 
~3) 8imm. Mortar sights 
\~) BJ.mm MOrtar base plates 
(1. ~ :£16 0 l1a..chine gun 

.{2) Itemo on2d echeion deadline inc1ude: 

(l) FJ.l1lIJ.S thrower 
(J.) 106 Re.eo:ill~ss~ Rif'1e '.' '.,' 

; . '. (3:' 'Ih.El C2~a' V .::i. tua.ti.on : improyed oono iderabJ.y~ I Of·;note; is. 
the. f'e.?-h~ th~1? Pl.::;.~ores' m:r.ne~:caga.in:·"t'lere·;n:vo.iJ..rible in ra.~istiC ampun:t 

. ''';'' ::::'Qr~rN.(El.eet. • 

. . (1,)I'fodulesf'or' th~··ANIPR9-25~"Tere reeeiv6Q. during Ap:.?i.l. 
enabling'XO ;:cao.ioa' .to be'.~t9k~noff';, 2d echeJon:. dea.dl.ine;i.: .' ' .. ,. 

. (?).·~e·~r''-'il'J.r eet AN/TPS .. Zl .. t'~6 A;i.i/P'RC~2S and five AH/GRC-1.2~ 
oa.:C"';;; ')'1 d.~$.dIiJ:le.· 

, , ,. ',- ~. • .' " A 

(3) on~' Aiif/PRC~2$ and;;ne' AN)r1Rd~J.09· ax>~ on o;·der. 

d" Hotmi. TrerU1P~t •.. ;AJ.th·ough:apark p1ugswere recei.ved in Apr:i± 
there QY"'" D'bil.l oix74A2'a; on',deadl.ine .. t'our for starters and. two, 
3d eche::L~n.i"4tinteno..nce on·the 'M!t22A:L .. j,:;Isuff'ering considerably due 
to lo.ck of' spare partG\notabl.y;:.upper king p:tns end bushings:. TI:l.o ten 
I'~'.2.2/Q .. ~ Sl e1~('. ba:t'~l.y operationa1. 

03" .1G,rlQ,Qi-.t..inP;· Un:1;ts i·· '-. " 
",.. : -' >-.,'-,. 

(1) F'J!SG~:j3 provides t:h~ bu1k of' the 1ogistica1 support. 

(2) E~e;ineer' support. is prov:ide dby . l.1. th . Engineers. 

\3.: l':r'll.ck support iis"provi'ded by Fourth Mm'ines .. 1::U:;h truc?~g 
D.t.'''L"~neil. 1':':'0',,,,' :i::r::i..ni::h Motor, Trml.oport·Batt~ion.'I'h1a areat.rh:ich vIaS 
V~C-'2":··:1.Cl;;'31.y sotisf'aotorY ioriOW' 'ina.dequa.te due to the short ago 01" 
t:cu'cl~s. -T.:;>.c:t:i.cc:.J. oonsiderationfrir sepli4ration':~o:f>.,..the -bat-;ta1:t-on,·, plus> 

. the '.ldCi.:ttion of' ap.other battal.i()n requiring· support ftoom F01.wth 
l''br:in.~s .1.lrr;snt:Lynecessitates.a.dditional.: tZ'Uck assets. :. 

2' ~ ~~"~~ILQ~,,-iiQJ;;pO 'r~ t • 

a' ~.~;)e.l~~~:i;~~~~~:·'~i~··~:;~~G~!m~nj::f~ :~~~oft;~·~d: .. dOc'·b~~ers and 

.. ~.:. . 

SECRET 

.. ~ -\".". . ,,' , '" . . . ............. _- -~;. 
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3. ~atl."'I.. OonAd <>roup A:l.pIm ""-" C'omp~..,.... !'lid "G- /D).m.d 
to C . on 20 AprU. G~d Group Br::.vo ·and .Ocnnpani.es 1 E" ai d PH" 

In?ved,t() .LZStud <:>n.27 A:prlJ:. •. Soe ·S"';;3cn.r.on.9;J;Pgy:t;o~ de·t.a1J.·sio 

4" 2'rQOp~!1Qvem? nt.Duringthia:. perlod'i0:t:~~ei!:::(a:nd iitrail.e·rs .mov¢<l 
350 men an.d 60,450 .J.boo:CsuppJ.ies in 68 ll:l:'t.s·.· . '.. 

~. -' "#" 

5. LQgj,stie~al Lii'tS. D.uring thisp~riod.3(3.,65.8 J.bs.of';.suppli:ej'3:::a.:h:a.-
767 me Ii were moved utiJ.,izing H~34· and H-46 .hel.i,e6p:ters:i~· 74 ':Li:f,',ts .. 

.' .' . " . ~ '. . . 
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MAXIHUM TEJ:A"AWItE 
MIH IMITM Tffi.1PEl-1ATtJRE 
FI11M:rDITY (AVERAGE) 
WINDS (A\'EllAGE) 
TOTAL RAnTF1J..L 
NUMBER OF DAYS WITH Ri~IN 
VISIBILITY (!:LVERll.GE} 

3. Enemy Situ':ltiop.e 

98 
65 
88% 
2.::.6 KNOTS 
1.32~ InChes 
Ii 
4 }f-iles 

a. General. The enemy situation has remained surprisingly static 
throughout the reporting period. Elements of' the 7th, 8th and 9th 
Battalion or the 64th Regiment .. 320th IryA Division are believed to 
still be opere.ting north of' "the Crun Lo River. These NVA units have 
P..rl apparent mission ot' interdiction along Route #9 and have dem.6nstrn:t 
with mcrked ef'ficiency their capability to attempt this mission. EJ..el11< 
of' the 54th Artillery Regiment, 320th NVA Division are also harbored 
in this urea. 

Sign'i£icant in this area south of Grump J.J. CARROLL is the 27th 
Independent B§-ttnlion, which while primarily deployed in the piedmont 
area east of' ""oute #558 is also believed to have elements'located 
north of' t!1.6 Ca.rn Lo River. PPimarily a non-combatant unit, the mission 
of· the 27~Gh Independent Battalion is to o.ct'l1S guides for transient 
NVA unito moving south into the Bo. Long Vo.1leYti The appa.rent procedure 
appeara to be to join these NVA units north o:f the Com Lo Resettl.enent 
V:i,J.lago vic (YD 1158) and bring them south generally f'ollowing the 
bou:ndnry between tho L~th and 9th Mri.rines operQ.:t;:ing areas. This unit in' 
aideQ in this mission by local f'orce :units working around Doc Kinh. 
Tl,ie enemy's strength in this :iren is i'tlrther augmented by the alleged 
Vrroseuco of' two company size units claiming-to be elements of' the . 
'G'.Loriou.s Victorylt Battulion. \ilhile littlo is known about this unit, 
thoir appnrent nu.s sian is to aid in the int~rdiction of Route #9. 
Movement .gr these tl-looor11penies has boon closely o.lJ.ied W'j.th tha.'b of' 
the 27th independent: Battalion. _ . -

In the Cs. Lu area.j; elements ot the 304~ NVA Division are !movm to 
be attel11gting to interdict the seg1Uont'~ 01' ou.te #9 between Os. Lu und 
the ,Khe ·':'anh. areai. Recent developments indicate the possibility that 
the 301~~th NVA Division may have been reini'orced by another unit of 
unlmown size. In e:n.y case, these f'orces have shown themselves to be 
extremely well'oquipped, with their llrsenc.:l incJ.uding nnti-airoro.£t 
weapons and l07ll111l roolrets. . 

b. ~n;i.ti9qnt Enemy ACjjiYety- Inconsistent with- the number of ene:tir, 
forces believed 'bo be in tho amp J.J. Gill~OLL area_ enemy activity wa. 
light :for the reporting period. In pursuit ot' thoir mission of inter­
dictionof'Route #9, WTA units continued'to launoh heavy mortar attacJ.:: 
on f'riendly positions securing that road. Wh1lethese attacks were not 
as numerous as those in Marc::h"1968, the number of' rounds expended per 
incident increased notioeably. The enemy demonst:rated the flexibility 
of these supporting weapons on 6 April 1968 by launching an extre.mely 
he's.vy nttaclr on Compl'ny "Ell, 2d 'Ba tta1ion, 9th Marines when this unit 
was heli-lifted to hill #l.90 vic (YD 0659) north of' the Cam La River 
in an eirort to retrieve a friendly MIA. Enemy artillery capability al 
re::;utins high as illustrated by the 80-100 round attack on Cmilp J.J. 
CARROLL on 27 April. 1968. 

Heavier. enemy movement waS also noted in the villages south 01' Ca:g:lP 
J.J a C&qROLL,in the path or cordon and searCh operations conducted by 
elements 01' this battalion between 11 and 15 April in conjunction "lith 

Op~l~t!~~ 8!l~~~(':;n~· attempts-t·o ei-ose-"c'tiRoute' #9 were-more nm~ress' 
utilizing ground attacks on ~riendJ.y bridge positions, minin~A and 
sniping~ Explo:i1'io:t10n' of' one of' these incidents by Compnny ttlt • 2d , 
BattfJ.licn, 9th Marines J.eq. to the disoovery of' el.aborately prepnred 
and de,-rended enemy positions in olose proxim.i ty to the road. A1e 0 in 
trd_s a:roen$ enemy units have~used the relatively new lO7mm rociret to 
aytstck, tho Ca. ~ .~9mbat Ba-ee on 23 ann 26 ApriJ. 1968. 

I 
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1. Goneral: .... R&looo.ti.on of thi.s·"~'i':'f:c'7~a:S,.,"·~~~f:t:,9'/~ the weI16f:<::c1vi1 
actIon operations f:rOIll CmnLo to G~~", '1':r6';j'e'e~ss , .. 0: the, CmnL,$ r.rea'· 
.w.ere- returned to the control of the, FQU:::lt1n;:'i~~ ) "Rogimenti 'while 
new projects lITere initiated at CaLu. Pro,i,ect9"ut G~~O,i!)~lll{~,ed /, 
daily MEDCAPS in TRUNG GIANG and TRUNG HII.I v~11ages., and 'tt,""'fO· hun¢lred 
Montegnards were employed da.ily to clear vegeto;tiot~ along; Rot\:;'e #9. 
'WQekly MEDCAPS nnd a census are in progr~ss at CaL:a. TheCOlllpJ,eted 
census will aid in the determina.tion of f'ut'ljre projects Hhich will 
be initiated as area security is determined. 

, , 
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, Du~inG the per:tod'~l;cltcr 20'April conmunice.~;~?1?-.~ ~,u,.pport· was pl'ov~.4e4 
th~ battal~on o.t;,G~p-: J.J. .;. CARROLL. DuI'i~g" ,·t.l:e ~e~lod 21-30 Apr~; 
t~w fol1owJ.tlg at g~~:,,"~." ' ',', ", ' , 

', __ .:'; .. J. _ .. ',": 

l:q . GonerM. The e~~ication section, at 9~ proyided radio rllo, 't:~t~e 
~ervice for C0'.1llnand",<frQ\lP .. d~lpha; during ~~e"l~s~':h,~lf of April,~c;;. 
co~and ::,roup. CPloo~te.drat GaLu provide;d,~cqnJrIlu.!:\Fc:ations between ,tp.~; 
C'P'and its elements 'st,flt.ioned along Route ,#..9.' ' 

;~':s. • .I.!:iw-'4i~"hIon "ee~irm PI'Ovid:d ~uPP01i fol' ~l'd I!rl. 
~~tr:K-'nes ~ith1~n~:;'.;.~J ~.",f;J)~ote . c ontl' 01, ~Pl,1; A,~/GJilA ... 3,9i. on.e, ,1,]. >.~ :;)'''' 
~d9.1 -el\~"e (R\i~?Zl'·:;~d.ope (1) ~~QQ.G $t~~~,:~orKY"'Q :11# w4;t,.1 fLn.;', 
~~I,e..~ of KY ... B as requ·;:t..r~~d.: .• ,": ' 'I,e;') ,~.;,'';.;. " :.' 

,3. W1re O~~a.tlQD'§'. Tho wire se~tlon wi thin C01m1lanci Group t.IJ.phc. 
operates one 1 awitQhboard for administrative telephone oervice 
to at'aff seotiont,3 and line companies of 'the "grOUPt Two (~) tru.nl~ 
lines were installed to Command Group Bravo. One' 1> truwr; line ~ 
1nst~ill.adto·~rd En, ,lst'Mar1nels~,Hot li:nes betweep.. <lJ'oup' 000 end 
3/1 cOC,Oomm3nd Group·Br~vo coc, Arty FDC. 81's FDC'wQx-e,also 
~stal1ed. " ,',' ' ' 

:"', i' 

4. ~~in~w;,N~ forr.1al t;t'a:ihi~g was ~'di1dUc~ed durin~" th~8.~ period. 

5. D:\:f,'fiC3.11ties. No cervicedifflqulties' have been'fiincout1tere~with 
the cTception or tir.l0 lag in the l~gis,tics Qha:ln. . 
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1.. Goner a1.~l"ing,·the inonth .9fAp~'il • .:J.Q~~:,th§b'.a:tt;$,l~.oi1main t a'ine.if 
aid stations·s,tCa..np:if. J • C~"RO±;<ab.c: CaLW\ih~r,e, 4ji~~nd52 l1arine 
Corps. personnel ''VIera ·treated re·spect.lvery. ,IJjEDCAP"i!JG;S linJ::i.ted toone 
d~y with the~reatme~t of 44 11Ont()gnlar'dcivili~t,ls. 

20 a~ilit;i.QD.. RoUtine. sanitation inspections of' the, battalion area 
we:rema'de on a 't.reekly basis •. Tochnical 'tl.S's'ist·9.A'ce was gi van in tho 
installation of >seve'r.aJ.riew"·urii:laland 1ieads~a.t~CQ;Lu. 

"' .r' ' .• e' . ' " - "" '.' ' • 

3.!iiosHctse •. InjUries,. mi'dGoneral TreRtlnent. .T11o: BAS 90ntin~es to 
mainta.in a ten :bed::ho1dipg, ward forthe"'t~e.litnientof minor' in jill~ie s 
and. short term il.lnesses.Tho nwintenanc'e.6fthrs ward enabh~s the 
BAS1;() prpvide .ftlo:r$ e,rfi'.cle:nt tnedidalt:t.eaptnetit'. £B:~ient·6 recuiring 
moi'e extensive evatua.t16hare re.ferredt,o th~,lthird M6'dice,l Ba.ttb..lion 
for mbr(3 e·xtensi v~.evalua~i6n, treatine~t, B,.~d.furt1:lerevD.cuation·. Moi3t. 
of the patients. trea~ed at th(3 BAS duting the month of April 'moire. of 
I. 'routine natUre;.TAere;kas· amino:r' outb:i:>e~ of gastl'oenteritis of' 
uhkno'Wfl,etiology. Altho\'lgh ;several:patients:requiredlhtravenou8 
t:h.erap~", mostwerereturped ,to ,full duty ai'teJ!24 h9tlrS Qf hospital­
i~riti6he The re >wejje no other diseaes encourit'ered which adcoutited 'for 
a significant ni.Un~er .of patients hospitalized; Two Marine Corps 
personnel ·suffereq rat 'Qitef:j' during1?:h0 month. They lfereevacuated to 
NSAJ D&Nang Hhcre their bases 1'jer'e reviolfed, by the ·Rabies. Control 
Boa..1:>d~ 

4. Tr.,:.a:1,ninr:,.or'i;trnt,atiorf l~ctures wor.e given to newly. joined person~( 
Tho ~jul)ject ':':l8.ttdr . included personal hygieriG f self ai4 and buddyaid~ 
venerE>cil disea~e~care at:id protecti.onof feet., c.llu.litis, and the 
snake problem iriVict Ham,. 

5. Qq,:};121ement:oi'. tile BAS, Atth.C .clOseof themonth6 the Bll$ hsd a 
cOl11})lc:rnent . o:r .1' ~led.ic8,1 o~fic'erahd 56- hospita.l corpmen. Two nevi 
personne,l were joined during tpemonth, a.no threo were tra.nsferred 
to the ~hirdHcdice.l 'B~ttalion. 
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Divine ,services lver.¢ -held:,e·a:chStvId~if'()r.'· aath·.oli~~" ml~·~#t;Q£i~:~i~:t:\t.lt . 
_ me~bers of the 20. Bo.tta,lion,. 9th' I'1ap:i.ne'·9···d'\'1.~"'>it1B the l~lonth of·' April. 

IncludecI·-we·re·1?a1mSu:ndaY_~i'l.ind. :East'br Services for' both CatJiolic' 
and Protestants.- Holy Thursday COliJljl1..1n:'LGn SQrvi.cQs. 'TLTOrO .0.10.0 hold for 
:both Catholics and Protestants cit- ''''s:mp J"J .. ·Cli.HROLL • .on Gooq...,Fr,iday 
. an Eoumenical Service waS held .for s.ll. C!'lristians by both· ,Catholio 
'and Prote·staritCb.Q.pl9.inspd.rticip~-ting togethel'in commemoro.tion· of 
the, Seven Last 'fIords 01' Christ from the cross. Tho' J:3attalion C".aaplr:d.n· 

.also· went out in the field ond conduc~e.a field £It}1'v~ .. ce's·-f~r, -,~~ .. 1 hario.s.-· . 
The Battal'ion Cha.pel at' Camp J.J. CARROLL was completed al,1d ·in full . 
use by the erid of'- i"pril. . . , -. '. ,.-
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