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PART I
ORGANIZATIUNAL DATA
1, Designation Cemmander Date
Headquarters, 2d Battallon, 9th Marines LtCel Ge Co FOX 1-4 Mar.
19-31 Mar.
Subordinate Units
H&S Company Capt D No BUCKMER 1-31 Mar,
Company "EM Capt J. D. WARD 1-19 Mar,
lstlLt R. H. MORGAN 20«23 Mare
2dLt R. UrCHURCH 23=25 Mar,
Zstl R. Vh‘- BAI—IIJARD 25-31 Mar.
Company ®“F® _ . Capt Re He SUTION 1-31 Har.
Campany "“G" Capt D. A. HITZELBEHRGEHR 1-=27 Mare
1stLt Jo M. HORN 28=31 Mar,
Company "H" Capt D, F. WINECOFF 1=31 Mare
Direct Support Units
2d Battalion, 12th Marines LtCol J. Pe SCOPPA JR. 1-31 Mar,
Company "C", 33 Engineer Battalion 1stLt v. D. SWINSON 1-31 Mare
2. Location. Headquarters, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines
Vandegrift Combat Base, RVN
3. Staff Officers
Acting Cormanding Officer Major P. G. CCLLINS 5«18 Mare
Executive Officer Major P, G. COLLINS  1-4,19=-31 mar.
S=1 1St’Lt’ B. Je RAMNSEY 1-31 Mare
1stLt W, G. ZUNGLIIUN 5«31 Mare
3-3 MBJOP T. D. HII.SUN 1-31 Ma.r.
S=l Capt Da No BUCAN&R 1-31 Mare
AlID lstlt ve Eo PLETChER 1-31 Mare
FAC lstLt C. U. HENREL 1-31 Mar,
Comm 1stLt we Os WELDON 1-31 Mare
Supply 1stLt Le Se DRISVER uite 1=31 Mare
MTO 1stLt Fo Co DUNNS 1-31 Mare
Chaplain LtCdr W, L. CHILDERS 121 Har,
Lt Ge Be HUMME: 22-31 Mmar.
Medical Officer Lt Te Se FOJER3 1-8 Mar.
FiC 1stLt Re So P. HOULIHAN 1-31 Mar.
1-1 ERCLOsURE (1)
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PART III
SHQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1, (Cembat Missioms Assigmed,

'
be
e
da
o,
f,
g
h.

9th Marimes Frag-Order 7-69.

9th Marimes Frag=Order 8=69,

9th Marimes Frag-Order 11-69.
9th Marimes Frag-Order 12=69,

9th Marimes Frag-Order 13-69.

9th Marimes Frag-Order 1l-69.

9th Marimes Frag-Order 15=69,

9th Marimes Frag-Order 1669,

2. Operations

Ol Mar.

;

Received warning erder fram Sth Marines te terminate Operation DEWEY
CANYON, Frag-Order 7-69 frem 9th Marines comcearmimg destrustiom of
NYA land lime vicinity (YD 124108) and (YD 205171)e 9th Marimes im-
dicated locatiom of arc lights to be rume 1800 1lst platoom of Com-
pany "E* feumd L 1/2 toms of rice vicimity (YD 178033). 1850H Com-
pany "H" occupied Battaliom Objective "D*, Liat of gear desiroyed
by Brave Command Croup on 281330H Februaiy was three 106's w/mules,
25 water cans, 2 CP tents, 3 lanterms, S-3 gear and recerds, 20 sets
of 782 gear amd armered vests (spot report 192),

Received warnimg order from 9th Marines with order of 1ift. At O80CH
Company "H" feund im vicinity (YD 180036) 5 bunkers with living area,
one 10' x 15! partially completed hut, siteps with bamboo amd vime hamde
rails comstructed alomg the traile, At OC900H Compgny “"E* found in
vicimity (YD 17603L) 11 tons of rice. At 1100H 2d platoen, Company
"E* found im vicinity (YD 180038) 36 RPG rounds w/3 boosters and 1 case
of 7.62 rounds, At 1230H 2d plateon, Compamy "H®* foumd in vicinity

(YD 181038) 6 1/2 tens of rice, 2 tons of salte All rice amd salt

was destroyed. Received arc-light targets frem 9th Marines. At 1930H
Company "H" found and destroyed L,680 rounds ef 7.,62mm im vicimity ef
(TD 178037)e (Spot reports 193-199).

At 0830H 3d plateon, Company "H® received 8 reunds of incoming im
vicinity (YD 17h033$. At the same time 2/9 CP took 2 rounds of in=
coming. Fire possibly came frem 1/8's area. Compamies ME%, WF®, nge
and the CP were helolifted to Vamdegrift Combat Base. Lift was cem-
pleted at 1950H,

I111-I ENCLOSURE (1)
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O4 Mar. 2d Battaliom, 9th Marines(=) &t Vamdegrift Combat Base, No activities,
Campany "G at FSB Erskine, OPCON to 2d Battaliom, }d Marines,

05 Mar. 1700H Company "G" chopped O°CON to 3d Batteliom, 9th Marines from 2¢
Battalion, 3d Marines. Companies "E", "F" and "H" at Vandegrift Combat Base
for rehabilitations No Activities.

06 Mar. At 1355H Company "E(-)* chopped OPCCN to 1st Battalion, 3d Marines and
helolifted to 3ignal Hill and FSB Biddles Remainder of Campanies "E",
#F" and "." gt Vandegrift Combat Base,

07 Mar. Companies "E(-)", "F" and "H" at Vandegrift Combat Base,

08 Mar. At OTOCH Companies "E® and "H" chopped CPCON to 1lst Battalion, 3d
Marines. Company "E(- " to Hill #950. _ompany "H" comducted patrols
to the east of Vandegrift Cambat Base, At 153-H Company "F" was chopped
OPCON to Task Force hetel. Commenced 11Tt to Hill #691 and FSB Cates.
At 1635H Company "F" lift comolete, At 1B20H Company "G" was helolifted
from FSB Erskine to Vandegrift Combat Base anc chouped back to 2d Battal=-
ion, 9th Marines, (spet report 201 and 202),

09 Mar. Companies "E" ard "h' patrollzu around Yardegrilt _.w.:at Base. 2d
Battalion, 9th Marimes be prepare: 'c relieve Campany "%, ist Battal=
ion, 3d Marimes at £lliot Combat Base, (spet reporis «(3=2C5),

10 Mar. Informed 9th Marines that Company "H" arrived at Elliot Combat Base
at 1315H.

11 o 2d Battalion, 9th Marines ctiopped OPCON to :d Marimes eifective 100CH.
Assumed O”CON of 2 Uompanies and Jancerrift Combat Base defensea.

12 Mar, No significant eveats, Lis* day ucts for OPCON Companies,
13 Mar, No significant events, iist day 'act.s for OPCON Companies,
1l Mar, No significant events. List cay acts for 0*'CON Companies.

15 Mar, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines responsible for Jamdegrift Combat Base,
Ellict Combat Base «nd Khe Jio Briuge, and reoad sweeps as of 1200H.
Companies "A®™ and "I, 1l-* Battalion, 3d Marines CPCON to 2d Battalionm,
9th Marines at 12t He At .0L5SH 2¢ platoon, Company "E® commenced 1lift
to Hill #95C. Lift completed at 1 “OH. At 1800H Company "B", lst
Battsa'ion, 3d Marines chopped OPZCN to 2d Battaliom, 9th Marines
and Company "D", 1s: Battalion, 3d Marines cropped back to 3d Marines,
At 19L:YH Company " i zompleted move to Khe Cio Bridge.

16 Mar. At C2LOH 7Vanderrift 'omuat Base took approximately L rounds of imcom-
:LugS o~lievec tc be 10Smm's from FSB Cates. At 1030H vicinity (YD 078

572) « «caiele nit land mine resulting in 1 USMC KIA and 5 USMC WIAE.
1II-2 ENCLOSUKE (1)
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18 Mar,

19 Mar.
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At 1130 Campany *G* road sweep vicinity (YD 076572) returning to Khe
Gio Bridge from final check poimt hit 2 mine resultimg in 1 USMC WIAE
and 1 duster immobilizede. Campany "F* at FSB Cates and Hill #3550,

2d and 3d platoons, Campany "E® chopped to lst Brigade, 5th Mechanized
Division effective 17053CH.

Campanies "E"and "F" chopped to Task Force Hotel at 06COH. Company "C"
77th Battaliom, lst Brigade, 5th Division chopped to Task Force Hotel,
moved to and assumed defense of Ca Lus At 100CH Road Sweep (A 308)
found one 6Qum mortar vicinity (YD OL7568) along the roade Round was
blown in places At 120CH Road Sweep (A 308) found booby trap in Naval
CB bunker vicinity (YD 075572) and blew it im place. At 1230H Company
"™ received 3 incoming mortar rounds and 2 sniper rcunds with negative

-resultée’ At 210CH vicinity (YD C19565) 3a platcon Ccmpany "G" observed

estimated 25 7C/NVA as they were setting up, called an 8lm: fire mission,
held cff check of area until mcrning.

At 093CH 3d platoon Company "G* feound blood trails vicinity (YD 02256L).

1 NVA KTA results fram 171721H action. At 143CH, 2d platoon, Company "G"
received 6 rounds inccming olmm vicinity (YD 06357L) with negative results.
At 163CH, 1 USMC WIAE (lst Battalicn, 9th Marines) resulted from sniper
fire east of the Khe Gio Bridre. At 1olLSh Company "G" received 10-15
rounds of 82mm from vicinity (YD C37577) and (YD O5LS8L). An APC was
damaged by one round, negative casualties, At 17CCH Company "G" observed
3 NVA with packs vicinity (YD 051572), out of effective range. At 1720H

a sniper attached to Company "G" killed 1 NVA vicinity (YT 051572). At
2000H Operation "Dewey Canyon* was officially terminated.

At 182335H 1 squad of Company "E® on FSB Biddle observed cne NVA/VC at
vicinity (XD 996L69) when a trip flare was set cff. Enemy fled, megative
results. Conpany "h" Commander debriefed driver frcm ambush 18 Mar; person-
nel carrier was stopped by RPG and then received small arms fire, passenger
fired hitting one NVA and was himself wounded, results 1 USMC WIAE, 1 prob-
able NVA KIA. At 1230H Company "C" cUserved enemy mortars being fired into
vicinity (ID 052576)s Concurrently Conpany "G" reported that a vehicle
vicinity (YD 0OL8568) had been hit by either a mortar or RPG round. At 13L45H
Company "G" observed 2 mortar rounds impact vicinity (YD C56556). Suspected
mortar site vicinity (YD 050575) was worked by an AC. Company "F® and 2d
platcon Company "E" chopped to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines at 150CH. At

16L5H Company "G" received inccming from vicinity (YD OL5583) and (YD 037
533), with no casualties. At 1015H a patrol from Company "G" spotted an
element moving into a treeline vicinity (YD 029551). Called in 8lmm's,
results unknown. At 1920H Ccmpany "H" heard a shot fired at a vehicle
vicinity (XD 9815LC) leaving LElliot Combat Base. At 19LSH 2d platoon,
Company "G" observed two unidentified elements moving away from their pos-
ition vicinity (YD OLl7565). At 2130H Company "H® heard an explosiom and
observed fire in the vicinity of the bridge unaer construction between
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Vandegrift Combat Base and Elliot Comhbat Base., At 2100H 3d platoon,
Company "G" observed 9 NVA as they were moving into an ambush site
vielnity (YD 05756L). 8lmm's were called in, results 2 NVA KIA., At
2130K 2d platoon, Company "G" hearc ccntinuous movement vicinity (YD
- 018566) between roac and river and fired ¢Cmm's with unknown results.

20 Mar. At Ob3CH Company "G" observed 3 enemy in green utilities moving through
brush near the Khe Gio Bridie. Reconned by fire with unknown results.
The bridge under constructicn vicinity (XD 931543) between Vandegrift
Combat Buse and Ellict Combat Base received 757 damage on 192320H from
enemy-placed explosives ¢n the south sice of the structure.. At GBOCH
2¢ platoon, Comp-ny "C" tcllowed blood trail vicinity (YD 018565) for
75 meters befcore it ended, They repcrted that on 19 March, NVA were
rioving in well-cdispersed grcuns of 2-3 2nc were using bird calls as
signals. At 1COCH 24 Zattalion, 9th Marines chopped back te 9th “arines.
At 123CH 2d platoen, Jompany "H" spottec 3 individuals in elephant grass
vicinity (XD 9795h0) and called suppcrting arms with negative results.

21 Har. At C215L received Frag-Urder 13-6%9 from 9th Marines to continue opera-
ticns in AC and prcvide security for rcad sweeps. III MAF sources indi-
cate renewal of offensive. At 103CH a vVietnamese civilian laundry truck
received AK-h47 fire and B=LC rccket rounds from vicinity (YD 055568).

(ne Vietnamese received minor scratches, was treated and released. 8lmm's
fired suppressive fire on the suspected enemy position, At 115CH 24 platoon
Company "G* received 1C rouncs 6lmn at vicinity (YD 058556) from suspected
mortar position vicinity (YD €55575). 8lma's fired counter-mortar, with
unknown results. At 1230H 2d platcon, Cempany "C" cbserved 5 6lmm rounds
impact vicinity (YD OBL57h) and called in 8lmm's. Two or three Montagnards
possibly wcunded. At 14OCH 2d platoon, Company "G" received 15 recoilless
rifle rounds and 6lmm mortar fire, Supporting arms were called in and an
AC worked the area vicinity (YL ©5658L). Results 3 USMC WIAE. At 215CH
and 22L2H an CP at Elliot Combat Base heard movement and observed trip
flares set off in the vicinity of the Rockpile. Hand illumination, frag-
mentation grenades and 50mm mortars were employed with negative results.

2d Battalicn, $th !farines ccnducted base defense drill at Vandegrift

Combat Base frem 223CH to 2335H.

22 Mar. Received Frag Order 1L-69 from 9th Marines at QlO1H., At 1755H and again
at O084SH 3d platoon, Company "G" repcrtec a seccndary explosions vicinity
(YD 0L457) and twe others in vicinity (YD OLS53). They were described as
being of medium size and resulted frcm fixed wing air strikes. At 1COOH
a CH=li6 inbound to FSB Fuller received 20-30 rcunds of small arms. At
10LOE 9th Marines advised 2¢ Battalion, 9th Marines that a provisional
platoon should be formed for security of FSB Fuller. In addition te Frag
Order 1h4-69, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines was ordered to provide security
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and to report for road sweeps 308=310. At 1850H Company "H* OP EEN
at Elliot Combat Basd, spotted 7 NVA wearing light colored uniforms,
vicinity (XD 962583) and called 6Omm mortars in on them. Check of
the area showed bleod traiis and drag marks.

23 Mar.At OLOOH 2d Battalion, 9th Marines received Frag-Order 15=69 fram 9th
Marines. 2d Battalion, 9th Marilnes to continue present mission and
assume operational control of Quang Tri Provisional Platoon upon their
arrival at FSB Fuller. At O64SH Companied *G* and "E" began road sweeps
308 and 309 to clear Route 9 for traffic. At 1030H 2d Battalion, 9th
Marines reported that resupply helicopter received 5-6 small arms rounds
and some 12.%mm fire from viecinity (YD' 0205B8) as it was inbound to FSB
Fuller. 2d Battalion, 9th Marines alsc received 31 rounds of 82mm mortars
close to their perimeter. Artillery and A0 were celled with unknown
results. At 1100H a patrol from Company "F" received L rounds of 32mm
mortar from vicinity (YD 028582) near the northern edge of the perimeter.
81lmn mortars and eftillery were called in on the enemy position with
unknown results. At 1100H 9th Marines assumed OPCON of 2d Battalion,
9th Marines and 3d platoon of Company "EM was chopped back to 2d Battaliom,
9th Marines. At 1120H 3d platoon Company "E" was lifted from Signal Hill
to Vandegrift Combat Base. At 1300H 2d Battalion, $th Marines CP began to
move by trwuck to Khe Gio Bridge. The move was completed at 1330H. At 155CH
a patrol from Company "F" received 7 rounds of B82mm mortars fram vicinity
(YD 045585)« The patrol called in 81lmm mortar mission with unknown results.
At 1807H 9th Marines S-3 advised Company "H" to provide night security for
the bridge vicinity (XD 982532) until otherwise directed. At 1900H Company
"E® (-) arrived at the Khe Cio Bridge. At 1910H OP BEN at Elliot Combat
Base reported sighting smoke viecinity (XD 96556L) which was believed to
be a campfire. Company "H" called in an artillery mission with unknown
results. At 2015H Company "EM (=) commemced attack to the north,

2L Mar.At O120H 3d platoon Company "H" reported sighting of L NVA in the road
vicinity (XD 982535) by use of the starlight scope. The NVA were approxi=
mately 75~100 meters from their position and appeared to be setting a
charge in the road. The ambush took them under fire followed by a star-
light scope check of the area which yielded negative results. At 1130H
Road Sweep 308 from Company “G" reported an undetermined number of enemy
at vicinity (YD 068589). The enemy were well camouflaged with foilage
and would not get down to avoid observation when an aircraft was over-
head. 1st Battalion, 9th Marines were notified that the enemy was in
tueir AO. At 16L5H Company "F" completed their 1ift tc FSB Fuller. At
1800H 2d Battalion, 9th Marines as:umed OPCON of the Quang Tri Provisional
Platoon. At 2COCH 8lmm H&I's produced a secondary explosion at vicinity
(YD 015581). Additional 8lmm missions were fired and a TPQ was re-
quested for grid (YD 015531).
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At OLOCH any "F(=)" commenced the attack to the morth. At 1315H
Company "E(=)" received fire from Route #9, which they believed came
from a USA twin LO. At 1330H CompanywR(=)" received mortar fire from
vicinity (YD 0L5588) and (YD 051588) resulting in 1 USMC KIA and 5
USMC WIAE, The XIA was the Acting Company Commamder, At the same

tIme Campany "E(=)" had 3 NBC from heat exhaustion due to insufficient
water supply. At 1LOSH the S-3A was dispatched by helicopter from the
CP to take command of Company "E®. At 1L30H, after regrouping and re-
distributing ammo, 2d platoon of Company ®E" pulled back to consolidate
its forces . with the 3d platoone At 1715H Company "F(-)" made contact
with an estimated enemy platoon in spider holes and/or tunnel networke
On three sides vicinity (YD 028582), (YD 03L4856) and (YD 030508) re=-
ceived small arms fire and chi com grenadese An A0 was immediately om
station and was hit by small arms from vicinity (XD 981617) and was re=
lieved by another aircrafte. Results: L4 USMC WIAE and 1 NVA KIA.

At 100CH the point element of Company wE{=)" made contact with L NVA
vicinity (YD 055588), which were killed immediately. They then ob-
served 7 more NVA running down a ridge with an 82mm mortar. Since
Campany "E(=)" had moved to their objective during the hours of dark-
ness, they took the NVA campletely by surprise. The enemy returned
fire from vicinity (YD 05L588) and (YD O45S587) with small arms, 12.7mm
and 82mm mortars. Air, artillery and 81's were called in, resulting in
3 mere confirmed kills, 12 heat casualties prevented Company nE(-)"
from continuing the attack. Results: 1 USMC KIA, 5 USMC WIAE, 12 NBO
and 7 NVA KlA.

At O130H Headquarters 9th Marimes, believing FSB Fuller te be in a most
vulnerable position, advised 2d Battalion, 9th Marines to compart-
mentalize internal forces at FSB Fuller with additional wire systems,
to include maze type entrances in case of an enemy penstration of

outer defenses. At 0113H 2d Battalion, 9th Marines received Frag-
Order 16~69 indicating that the enemy in undetermined size and strength
were located im the northeastern sector of their TAOR and approxi-
mately 35 Km from Vandegrift Combat Base in 3d Battalion, 9th Marines
AC. At O715H Company "F(=)" observed 6 NVA moving through area of
vicinity (YD 050585) and called in 8lmm mortar and artillery misslons.
Company "F(-)" searched the area after completion of the missicn, re-
sulting in 3 NVA KIA, one of which was believed to be an officer,

The bunkers that these NVA were working from were well camouflaged

fram aerial observation. In this area, Ccmpany "F" also found several
weapons and a booby trapped plastic mine. At 1120H a patrel from
Company "E" spotted 1 NVA vicinity (YD OL758L) and found a 200 meter
section of ceomm wire vicinity (YD 052583)s An Ao ran air strikes in
the area, which resulted in destroying 3 bunkers and 1 NVA KIA.

At 21104 Company "E(=)" received 5-6 rounds of 82mm mortars from the
west and at 2130H took 2 more rounds of 82mm mortar and small amms

from the southwest. Company "E(-)" observed 10 NVA to the east, called
in 81lmm mortars with unknown results and moved an ambush out to the

.~southwests Company "E(-)" had movememt near the limes and employed M=79

rounds with unkmown results. At 2300H an LP frem Campany “F®" observed
111-6 ENCLOSURE (1)
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2 NVA and threw grenades into the area with unknown results.

27 Mar. At OSLSE Company "EE-)“ vicinity (YD 056586) received 10 rounds morter
fire from vieinity (YD 060593) and (YD 063585) over a period of one
hour while, concurrently, units, which were trying to maneuver were
taking heat casualties. Results: 3 USMC radios destroyed, 2 _USMC KIA,
8 USMC WIA and 10 NBG. An AQ worked fixed wing which accounted for 38
enery bunkers and one mortar pit destroyeds At 1212H a medevac chopper
aborted the mission due to small arms before effecting the medevacs
At 1LOOH a patrol from Company "H" vicinity (XD 993562) received 6 rounds
of ineffective sniper fire and at 1L10H a vehicle at Elliot Combat
Base reported taking sniper fire and RPG rounds between there and Khe
Gio Bridge. At 1L5°H Company "E(-)" received L rounds 82mm mortar from
vicinity (YD 063585) and a chopper coming in at the time reported that
his crzw chief had been hit by small arms and that he had spotted
several m-chine fun positionse. At 1500H Company "G" called in artillery
fire based on an AO report. At 1555H 2 CH-46's flew over Khe Gio Bridge
firing their .5C calibers. At 1635H a HU=1B gun ship fired on 2d platoon
Campany "E", while they were already in contact with Machineguns and
rockets, Results: & USMC WIAs Investigation and SIR report were sub-
nitiede At 1639H Company "A", lst Rattalion, 9th Marines was chopped
to 2d Battalion, 9th Marines,

28 Mar. 't CO30H Company "F" (-) vicinity (YD C375c2) had movement outside their
lines. NYA/VC challenyed and answered in English. Company "F* (-) replied
with §renades, 1i=79's and small arms. A search revealed weapons and
3 HYA KIA. At C730i Company "F" (-) made contact with three or four NVA
vicinity (YD OL8587) ana pursued the enemy. At OB00H Company "F"' (-)
spotted seven or eight NVA vieinity (YD OL6530). Air prepped for ah
assault which resulted initially in 2 Us!C KIA, 3 USHC WIAE. At O815H
vicinity (YD 0L3587) Company "F" (=) ran into a bunker complex defended
by approximately 10 NVA armed with a light machine gun (possibly an M=60)
end small arms. Fire was received simultanecusly from two ridges on the
flank. Air and artillery workec the area. 3 USHC KIA, 5 USHMC WIA.

At 1035H Company "E" 2d platoon lifted to Company WEW (=) positicn and
completed 11C5H. At 1200H Company " (=) found 2 NVA KIA vicinity

(YD 0L3S87) anc weapons. At 1235H Company "E" reported that tixed wing
vicinity (YD C59536) hac five sccondary explosions, 2 seccndary fires,
and two bunkers destroyed. At 1805H Company "F" (=) took two enemy
under fire vicinity (YD €535°5). Result 2 NVA KIA. At 1830H Conpany "F®
(=) engaged 2 N7A with 60mm with unknown results.

29 Mar. At 0230H Company "E" seized Cbjective A vicinity (YD 063593) with out
opposition. At OBOOH 2d Battalion, 9th “arines companies were instructed
to conduct lcnr range patrolling from their present positions. At OB800H

,- Company "A", 1lst Battalion, 9th Marines seized Cbjective B with out
opposition vic (YD 067593). At 0915H Comoany "E" observed 2 NVA vicinity

I1I-7 EJCIOSURE (1)
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(YD 063598) heading northeast and apparently carrying heavy gear. A

60rm mission was fired and an AC checked the area, and a physical check

by Company "E" scheduled for later. At 12COH Company "F" (-) made con=
tact vicinity (YD 056596) with an estimated 1C=12 NVA with a light

mact.ine gun. The enemy took Company "¢" (=) under fire on the point and
on the richt flank, Company "F' (-) ccntinued to advance on the enemy.
who seemed to be withdrawing. Corpany "A", lst Battalicn, $th Marines

and Company "E" were alerted to fan cut and block possible avenues of
vithdrawal. As the contact was exploited, it became apvarent to Company
"p® (-) that there were aporoiirmately 30 UVA figheiug from an extremely
well-camouflaged bunker anc spider hole complex, Coampany "F" (=) also
received long range smiper fire from the surrounding hills., Company "F®
(=) sent out a flanking element which was taken under fire fram the north
and east. At 1250H 2d Battalion, 9th Marines notified Regiment that air
strikes were within 50C=600 meters of the northern boundary-of .the battdlion
AC and that scme might impact over the boundary. At 1857H 2d Battalion,
9th tarines ncrihern boundary was extended to allow pursuit of the NVA.

At 1LCOH Company "F" (-) was still in contact vicinity (YD 0565%6) and

wag trying to envelope, but thick brush and heat casualties hampered the
maneuver, An AC provided CAS. At 1845H Company "F" (-) assualted the
heavily defended position vicinity (YD 056599) and began driving back

the enemy. Company "E" (-) moved to Company "F" (-) position to reinforce
and further explcit the ccntact. Company "A", 1lat tattalion, 9th Marines
moved towards a blocking positicn with plans to support Company "F" (-)
with 60mm. At this time all Company "F" medevacs had been evacuated. At
2230H Cempany "™, ccnsolidated in two positions approximately 20C meters
apart, was probed ineftectually. A Spooky flare ship received fire from
vicinity (YD C56595) to the south of Company "F" position. At 23COH
Company "E" had moved to a position 75 meters north of Company "F"'s position.
and Cormpany "A", 1lst Battalion, 9th lFarines was in their blocking position
vicinity (YD 062598). Company "F" (-) contact hac ranged from vicinity
(YD ¢56595) to (YD 056599). Results L USMC KIA, 13 US!IC WIAE, L USMC WIANE,
3 USMC "IA. Darkness precluded a search of the area for assessment of
enery casualties,

At 11COH a search of the area vicinity (YD 056599) by Company "F" (=)
resulted in the recovery of USEC I'TA's one of which was 1 USMC WIAE the
other 2 were 2 USI'C KIA, Corpany "F" found an extensive bunker complex
believed to be a staging area, and a quantity of weapons, clothing,
denclitions, and equipment were found. fnemy casualties were 7 N7A KIA.
At 1530H vieinity (YD 056597) Company "E", 2d olatcon, found another
bunker corplex and 2 NVA KIA. At 200CH Company "f' (=) sighted 10=15
snall lights vicinity (YD OLO587) which were engaged by 8lmm fire result-
ing in 1 seccndary explosicn, lights dispersed. At 225311 9th larines
advised 2d Battalicn, 9th Marines of the possibility of an attack in the
2d Battalion, 9th Marines AC due to numercus sightings and contacts.
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2d Battalion, 9th Marines' umite were put on 75¢ alert as night acts
continued and 2d Battalion, 9th Marines was prepared to activate a
reactionary force in the event of an attack, FSB Fuller maintained 100%
alert dus to extensive movement in their area. CO 2d Battaliom, 9th
Marines recommended that a 107mm battery be located at the Khe Gio
Bridge upon displacement of the battalion's CP,

31 Mar. At 1030H 9th Marines instructed 2d Battalion, 9th Marines to terminate
all operations and assume defense of Vandegrift Combat Base on Ol April,
Change #2 to Freag Order 62«69 ordered Companies "F*, "E%, and "A" to
take parallel routes south to Route 9. Company "A® prepared to be chop-
ped back to lst Battalion, 9th Marines. At 1300H Company "F* had destroyed
all enemy gear and Compamy "F" (-) and Compamy "E" cammenced moving. At
1130H Company “E® reported that a jeep had received 39 rounds of sniper
fire from vicimity (YD 987593). There were no casualties. At 1630H
Company "A" was chopped back to 1lst Battalion, 9th Matimes. At 173CH
Company "E" was trucked to Vandegrift Combat Base. Company “F" remained
in the area for transport on Ol April.

3. ZIraining

&+ Continual eperatiems during the month of March precluded an extemsive
training program, although whea time ami tactical situatioma permitted, the
Coxipany Commanders held classes on General Military Subjects. Plans are now
being made to comduct am NCO Training Courde within the Battalionm,

b. There were 160 persennel who received in country troop imdéctrination
in accordance with Div0 1510.3D.

ce Formal schoels attended by persomnel were:

SCHOOL NO. DAYS 10C. ATT.
Viet. Language 21 Okinawa 1l
Land Mine 3 Quang Tri 1
NCO 30 Okinawa 1
SNCO 6 Quang Tri 1l

Le Statistical Breakdewn by units of the operation actiom durimg the reportimg
Erio ®

ae Activities H. ;&_D.o _P_]-Io _0_0_.
oP L0
LP 100
Anbush Lk
Patrel 86 38 8
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o NARRATIVE SUMMARY

ﬂ;(.-_.‘_u',;

The period from Ol March to 31 March 1969 was characterized by the termination
of Operatiom DEWEY CANYON om 18 March 1969, with the Battalion assuming the defense
of Vandegrift Combat Base amd responsibility for the security of various FSB's and
OP's, Company "E" displaced elememts to Hill #9550 vioimity (XD 8L6L55), FSB
Biddle (XD 997L68) and Sigmal Hill (XD 978480). Company "F" assumed security for
FSB Cates vicinity (XD 927L37) and OP 691 (XD 927uL3)s Company "G" took over the

Khe Glo Bridge vieimity (XD 026501)s Elliot Combat Base (XD 9525L5) was manned by
Company "H", .

As enemy activity alomg Route #9 between Dong Ha Cambat Base and Vandegrift
Combat Base increased, Companies "E" and "F" were relieved from their respective
bases to sweep the area gemerally between FSB Fuller and Route #9. Company "E"
attacked north frem the Khe Gio Bridge and Coampany “F(=)" attacked easte. The
enemy was well-entremched in the area, but the determined sweep finally rooted them
out and the harassmemt of Route #9 ceased.
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S¢ Casualties amnd e inflicted on the enemy.

as Persennel

(1) Operatiom Dewey Canyom

Qe N“ m 0
»s POW 0
¢e Detaimees 0

(2) Operation Alomg Route #9

as NVA KIA 33
be POW 0
ce Detalmees 3

b. Weapons Captured
(1) Operation Dewey Carnyon.

(2) Operation Along Route #9

SKS 2
AK=47 5
RPG=56 1

¢ Munitions

(1) Operatiom Dewey Camyem

a. RPG Rounmnds

Be 762 Reunds (rimed)
e l122wm Rounds

de RPG Boosters

(2) Operatiom Alomg Route #9

e Al-lﬂ Reunds

be +50 Caliher Rounds
ce 6lmm Rounds

d. 7.6&]1 Rounds

e, ©82mm Rounds

f . Fuzes

g primers

None

51
200

360
200

529

11
27
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d,

f.

Struotures Destreyed
(1) gperation Dewsy Canyon

a, Huts

b. Bunkers

c. Fighting Holes
d. Kitchea

(2) Operaticn Along Route 9

a. Bunkers 20
b. Mortar Pits L
5

28

~ W

Cc. AA Positions
d. Fighting Holes

Foedstuffs
(1) Operatiom Dewey Canyon

a. Rice 47,725 1bs
b. Salt 6,200 1bs

(2) Operation Along Route 9

a. Rice 32 lbs
b, Salt S 1lbe
Mines

(1) Operatien Dewey Canyon

2. Anti-tank mines 3
b. Mine Detonators 30

(2) operation Along Route 9 - None

Ordnance

(1) Operatiom Dewey Canyom - - None
(2) Operation Along Route 9

a. ChiCem Grenades 19
b. Blasting Caps 20
c. Claymores 2
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h, Miscellaneous

(1) Operation Dewey Canyon = None
(2) Operatiom Along Route 9

a. AK=/;7 magazine 20

b, Canteens 8

¢, Packs 18

d. E-tesls 10

e, +50cal TI/E mechanism
f. Radic batteries

g. Uniforms

h. Shirss

6. Friendly casualties sustained during the reporting period.
a. Operation Dewey Canyon, - None

WmEeEe

i:. Oﬁation Along Route 9
(1) x1a

(2) wia
(3) Dow
(L) NBC

B - b I

7. New techniques employed. - None

8. Equipment,

a. The following is a report of the readiness of major items of cambat
essentlal equipment:

(1) Motor Transport Allowance o/ OP/Ready
M-170 1 1l (0]
M=37 L b 3
M-151A1 20 19 19
M-27LA2 30 26 22
M-107 6 6 6
M=L16 19 18 18
M=250 l 1 1
JOM-1 1 1l 1l
M-101 L N L

(2) Communications Allowance Q_/E OP/Read
GGC=3 1 1l 1l
TGC-1L 3 3 3
URR-23 1l 0 0 [ '
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W=7
MRC-83
MRC-87
MRC=109
79C-1lA
PRC-l1
PRC=47
PP-}4567
GRC-125
PRC-25
3SD-XY-8
AN/CRA-39
X-Y-38

PNNB\R

~NwVlpyoHooH OO

n

W~=IviviwmnnNn
wn

N =J =3\ W ~n o
N“w\n HpONO

N P
[\* N y¥)
o bl
»

b. lMajor end items previously evacuated to highér echelon maintenance
fecilities that have mot been returned:

(1) Motor Transport Quantity Location
M=37 1 F1SG-B

(2) Communications Quantity Location
AN/GRA-39 3 FLSQ-B
MRC=-83 1l PLSG-B
PRC=L1 2 FLSG-B
Sn/22pT 2 FLSG=3

ce Battles Lesses Net Replaced

ITEM QUANTITY

M27ha2 3

M=16 6

9. Legistics

as Supply and Distribdutien

(1) Force Legistic Support Group Brawe was the primary source ef
supply and maintemance for the 2d Battaliom, 9th Marines,

be Resupply
(1) Resupply figures, by class, of the 2d Battalion, $th Marines are
as follows:
TII-13 ENCLOSURE (1)
SRCRET—
IACH

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SEORET
CLASS POUNDS
1 95,236
I L8, 7L9
III 13,873
v 20, 805
v 112,508

(2) Total resupply figures for OPCON Battalion are as follows: None.

(3) Hot Meals were provided by the Battalion rear, located at Van-
degrift Cambat Base, to the Battalion in the field as the tactical situation
permitted,

ce Transportation

(1) Surface transportationm utilized Route #1, betweem Quang Tri and
Dong Ha, and Route #9, between Dong Ha and Vandegrift Combat Base,

(2) 6 vehieles were deadlined, and at present, 73 vehicles are OP
Ready.

(3) 2d Platoon, Company "C", 3d Motor Transport Battalion was in
direct support of 2d Battalion, 9th Marines.

(4) Air Transportation was provided by Task Force Hotel from MAG-36
and MAG-39. Hellcepters were used for resupply, medical evacuation, and treop
lifts under routine and emergency conditions.

(5) A total of 145.6 tons of resupply was moved by helicopter during
the month of March,

de BEngineer Suppert

(1) Company "C®, 3d Engineer Battalion provided direct support to
2d Battalion, 9th Marines. The Engineer support for this reporting period
has been satisfactory,

8s Services Situation

(1) 2d Battaliom, 9th Marines used showers, bakery, ice and laundary
services located at Dong Ha Combat Base and Vandegrift Combat Base.

(a) Electrical pewer was provided by MAG-39 for the Battalion
rear located at Vandegrift Combat Base.
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f+ Supply Situation

(1) Statistical data on priority €2 requisitioas

(a) 31 priority 02 requisitions were unfilled at the end of February.
(b) 12 prierity 02 requisitions unfilled during March.

(¢) 6 priority 02 requisitions campleted during March.

(d) 7 prierity 02 requisitions unfilled at the end of March,

ge Medical
(1) Casualties requiring treatment beyond the ergamic RAS amd BAS were
evacuated to Compamy "C*, 3d Medical Battalion, located at Vaadegrift Combat
Base and to 3d Medical Battalion, located at Quang Tri Combat Base.
(2) There were no medical problems encountered,

10, Civie Action. None
11, Psychological Warfare. None

12, Personnel and Administration

a, Persennel

(1) Enlisted MDS Shortages

MOS RANK SHORTAGE
0122 E-} 1
o1 E-3/E-2 6
0311 E~5/E~-L/E-3 126
0331 E-L/E=5 30
o3l E-5/E=L il
0351 E=~5/E=L4/E=3 56
0369 E=H 6
ou3l E=5 1
oLl E=3 1
0848 E~7 1
2111 E-S 1
2311 E~l 1l
2531 E-L/E=2 12
2533 E-S 1
2542 E~L 1
2561 E=-8 1
2815 E-3 1
3041 E~7/E=L 3
3051 E~5/E=3 2 ,
3371 E=S/E~l/E=3 7 i
3516 E-7/E=5 2
II1-15 ENCLOSURE (1)
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b,

3531 E=5/B=2 6
5591 : B=2 1
5711 B=5 1

(2) Rotation during the month(CONUS)
MC OFF MC ENL NAVY OFF NAVY ENL

0 ok 0 0

(3) Replacement received during the month

MC OFF MC ENL NAVY OFF NAVY ENL

1 157 0 2
(L4) Casualties., 12 KIA's, 57 WIA's, 1 DOW, 184 NAC
(5) Pramotiens

lstsgt  Oysgt  ssgt  sgt  Cpl  Lpl  BEC

0 1 o 12 5 60 15
(6) Awardss Silver Star 1
Bromze Star 1
Purple Hearts 5%
NAM 17
Viet, Cress of Qgllantry 3
Administration

(1) Special Services

(2) Diacizlile
(a) No umusual preblems
(b) Ceurt Martiala: Cempleted Pending
GCM 0 2
SPCM 1l 3
SCM h 1l

(¢) Battalion Cesmanders Office Hours: 9
(d) Company Cosmanders Office Hours: 18

(3) Marime PX, Postal Affairs

e
e

(a) PX. Facllities are adequate.

[ L
Me—ve Ol L
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(b) Postale. Postal service during the month of March between
Division and 2d Battallon, 9th Marines rear was satisfactory; however, the
present system of sending mail to the units in the field, while on operationms,
is unsatisfactery.

(4) Chaplain Servisces

(a) During the month of March, the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines
Chaplain held frequent Protestant Divine Services at the Company positlons.
Catholic Divime Services were conducted at Vandegrift Combat Base by the
Regimantal Chaplain on Sumdays.

13. Intelligence

a, General Information, From Ol March through 18 March, 2d Battalion,
9th Marines participated in Operation Dewey Canycn, conducting cperations in
the lower Da Krong River Valley vicinity (YD 13904L). The battalion also
operated up to 2000 meters in Laos wicinity (YD 1L40028). From 18 March through
21 March, the battalion conducted local security patrols in the vicinity of
Vandegrift Combat Base vicinity (XD 9875L6), Khe Gio Bridge vicinity (XD 026561,
FSB Cates vicinity (XD 927hL3), and Hill 950 vicinity (XD 8LLL56). From 22 March
through 31 March, the battalion (-) conducted search and clear operations in the
vicinity of Dong Ma Mountain vicinity (YD OL5586) and Deng Kio Mountain vicinity
(YD 056586).

b, Operation Dewey Canyon. This operaticn, carried over from February,
was directed torard the suspected main infiltration routes for the southern
Quang Tri Province, Thua Thien Province, and Quang Nam Province just northwest
of the A Shau Valley along the Da Krong River.

c. HLZ's and FSB's, During the month of March, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines
did not build any HLZ's or FSB's, however, they did utilize 5 FSB's and L HIZ's.

d. Analysis. Enmemy activity in the area north of Route 9, between the 00
grid line and Cam Lo vicinity (YD 13059C), has been on the increase. Mortar
attacks on convoys along Route 9 reachec a peak during the middle of the month.
Numercus URS reports and Agent reports concerning enemy troops in the area were
confirmed by frequent ccntact by elements of 2d Battalion, 9th Marines. The enemy
units encountered are believed to be elements of the 27th NVA Regiment. There are
also indications that the 31st Regiment has elements operating in that area.

Forces encountered were squad and occasicnally platoom size, In some instances
they were in bunkers and fought tenaciously to defend their positions, The
bunkers were relatively new and well constructed "A" frames set in a defensive
pattern. The enemy used harassing mortar fire and sniper fire to delay and inflict
casualties upon friendly uhits. In most cases, their mortars were already regis-
tered on friendly pesitlens and most of their rounds were om target.

The KIA's found were in their early twenties and were fully uniformed. Their
gear was new and well cared for,

URIERAiS S
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1h. Air Support
ae Fixed Wg:_g Suppert

(1) Pixed wing support was outstanding, particularly support of units
in comtact, All fixed wing was A0 comtrolled, due te peor UHF cemmunications.
Other support consisted of flare ship missions and a speoky mission.

ae 19 fixed wing missions were flewm,.

be there were mo THQ missions flowm,

¢ée 18 tactical ailr ebservation missioms were flown.
¢ de L flare ship missions were flown feor medevacs,'

o 1 CBU missiom was flown at (YD 035585).

bs CAS Bemb Damage Assesmuent

(1) 1 xma.
(2) 26 wumkers destreyed.
(3) 2 weapens pesitions and 1 .50 caliber pesitien destreyed.
(L) 3 secemdary explosidns with aumerecus secemdary fires.
6. Hellcepter Support

(1) lolicopt.er support for this momth was very goed due to excelleat
weather conditions, Extractimg of medevacs by helicepter was ocutstanding. The

medevac helicepters were surprisingly quick im responding to pick up eur medevacs;

though im two separate imstances, they were shot cut of the lamding zenes, The
bhslicepters suffered light to medium damage and one crew member was wounded.

a. 842 persemnel were helilifted in 3 tactical 1lifts.
be 24 medevac missions were flown evacuating 101 persomnel,
ce 15 helicepters were utilized by the Battalionm.

d. Persennel amd Bquipment

(1) The Battalion has one TACP with twe officers and twe enlisted.
All cempanies are equipped with FM capabilities only.

(2) Companies "F", “G*, and "H" have two FAC persemmel im suppert ef-
them, Company "E" has omnly one FAC represemtative,

I1I-18 ENCIOSURE (1)
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15, Art:!.lhg
& N T Fires

(1) 2d Battaliom, 12th Marinea provided direct suppert for 2d Battaliom,
9th Marines. Batteries utilized were "D*, "E, "F® 105mm amd "W" 4.2 inch,

(2) 24 Battaliom, 12th Marines provided gemeral support with 155m
guns,

(3) Nature eof missioms fired imcluded: NVA in opem, NVA in bunkers,
NVA in fighting holes, prep fires, H&I's and TOT's,

(L) Total reund sxpemditures are as follows: 3,126 HE, 158 WP, and
166 11L.

be Coordination

(1) Througheut March much time was lost because FAC persomnel put
artillery im a check fire through their Regimental 1), due te proximity of air
to the gun target lime, The Regimental 1l was slow te 1lift the check fire amd
this resulted in a needless 1lull in firing betweem the time the air actually
cleared the area and the check fire was lifted.

(2) In the future, an effort will be made to have artillery persomnel
initiate check fires fer air, This may speed up lifiing the check fire after
the air has departed the area.

16, Camunications and Electrenics

&8s QOemerale The commmunieations platoom was divided inte three sectioms
during the month ef March., The rear section consisting of approximately 10-1}
men previded radio, wire, message cemter and repair suppert at Quang Tri. The
S-l at Vgpdegrift Cembat Base was supported by 6 men of the cazmmunication sectiom.
The remainder of the Platoon previded mormal communicatioms support to thse
Battalicn in the field em the following operationst

(1) 01 March to 18 March 1969 Operation Dewey Canyea
(2) 19 March te 31 March 1969 Operation along Route #9

be Wire, During that period of March when 2d Battalion, Sth Marimes had
perimeter defense at Jandegrift Combat Base, a complete rewiring of defemsive
positions around the perimeter was undertaken by the wire section with the aid
of two wiremen and 12 phones from 3d Battalion, 9th Marines. Installation took
place on or about the 15th of March, No problems have arisan, A total of six
loop circuits, one loop per platoon, one phone at each squad and platoon CP were
installed for a total of 2 phones, All of which were EE-8's, A complete
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electrical rewiring of the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines area at Vamdegrift Combat
Base was also accomplished during the month of March., The camp is on two
different circuits. (ne phase comes off a generator located on the north side
of the runway which handles the runway lights and crash crew area. The second
phase originates from a generater located on top of the hill, belonging to MAG-
32, behind the 2d Battalion, 9th Marimes area. At the present time, there are
no generators at Vandegrift Combat Base that 2d Battalion, 9th Marines can call
their ownl Normal switichboard and wiring operatiomns wers maintained im Quang
Tri and limited wiring in the field,

¢« Radio.

(1) Normal radioc cemmunications were carried out durimg the month of
Marchs The PRC-88 was issued out with 12 per company. Preliminary reports
express a negative reaction om regarding their effectiveness in the field.
They are virtually useless in hilly terrain. BRepérts have indicated that they
are satisfactory for most LP's, OP's, etc, However, the slightest obstruction
between the two pesitions will render them ineffective, After the PRC=88 has
been in use and them realigned, its range seems to increase and it appears less
gusceptible to terrain variation. Two companies have had all their radios re-
aligned as of now, The BA=399 has an average of 18 hours use during normal
cambat use. The BA=-505 has samewhat longer usage time up to 2} hours more than
the BA“3 99 [ ]

(2) During operations at Khe Gio Bridge, from the 23d of March to the
1st of April, the COC utilized normal radio communications of 1 KY-38, 1 PRC-77
and 2 PRC-25's, Relay #1 is still in operation a-top Signal Hill. They are now
operating off a lew periodic and RC-292, werking off of a "T" connector, ene
abling the use of both antennas at the same time with better results in commuai-
cations,

d, Message Center,s The message center processed 672 incoming and 2l
cutgoing messages, Normal shackles and brevity code deliveries were made la
the field, Approximately 837 radio messages were processed by the Battalion
Message Center at Quang Tri om the Battalion Admin Net,
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PART IV
SUPPORTING DCCUMENTS
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