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1. Designation 

PAR'!, I 
OROANIZATIu;~A.L DATA 

Commander Date 

Headquarters, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines LtCo1 G. C. FOX 1-4 l'1ar. 
19-31 Mar. 

H&S Company 
Company n En 

Company"FM 
CGI/lpanl ItO" 

Company "Hit 

Subordinate Units 

Capt D. 
Capt oJ. 
lstLt R. 
2dLt R. 
2dLt R. 
Capt R. 
Capt D. 
lstLt J. 
Capt D. 

Direct Support Units 

N. 
D. 
H. 

~: . 
H. 
A. 
r."l. 

F. 

BUC.tJl~ 1-31 Mar. 
'lJARD 1-19 Nar. 
l'IOH.'}AN 20-23 i'lar. 
UJ:'CHUttCH 23-25 Mar. 
BAu.ARD 25-31 Mar. 
~UT'lOl\j 1-31 Har. 
HITlELBErtG~ 1-27 ~~. 
HOttN 2t!-31 Mar. 
~IlNcCOF'" 1-31 !'lar. 

2d Battalion, 12th Marines 
Company Itcn, 3d Engineer Battalion 

LtCol oJ. 1". SC01"r'A .JR. 
lstLt J. D. S1.HNSOtl 

1-31 Mar. 
1-31 Mar. 

2. Location. Headquarters, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines 
Vundegrift Combat Base, HVN 

3. staff Officers 

Actiag Commanding Officer 
Executive Officer 
3-1 
5-2 

S-3 
S-4 
ALO 
FAG 
Comm 
SUpply 
HIO 
Chaplain 

Medical Officer 

F~G 

Hajor P. 
Major P. 
lstLt B. 
S/Sgt F. 
IstLt loJ. 
Major 1'. 
Capt D. 
lst.L t oJ. 
IstLt c. 
lstLt w. 
lstLt L. 
1stLt fi'. 
l.tCdr W. 
Lt G. 
Lt T. 
Lt s. 
lstLt R. 
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G. 
G. 
J. 

.J. 
G. 
D. 
N. 
i:. 
lie 
G. 
s. 
C. 
L. 
8. 
S. 
H. 
s. 

CCLLINd 5-18 J'1ar. 
COLLINS 1-4,19-31 l"l&r. 
Mr-i,SEY 1-,n Nar. 
UJOUE 1-4 1'lar. 
XJNGL;i:'lLN 5-31 l'lar. 
'~~ILSLN 1-31 Har. 
BUCANi:t 1-31 t'Jar. 
~LET';iiER 1-31 Har. 
hENJi.J:<:L 1-31 t"Jar. 
WELOO~ 1-31 ~lar. 
DiUI~V& J:{. 1-31 l'lar. 
DUNN::' 1-31 Mar. 
CHILDERS 1-21 Har. 
bUl"iME:t 22-31 [<lar. 
t'O\;~3 1-t! Mar. 
G:!:II!<ING 9-31 Mar. 
P. HOULI~ 1-31 l-lar. .. 
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PART III 

I' S~t1EM'l'IAL LISTING OF SI(]fIFICAlT Em'l'S 

1. Cabat Mias1oa • .us1ped. 

a. 9t1l Mar1ae. Fl"y-order 7-69. 

'b. 9th Kariae. Pry-order 6-69. 

o. 9tll IIar1Ms Fry-Orcier 11-69. 

d. 9th HariM. lr:.-onler 12-69. 

e. ~a MariAe. P'ry-C>rd.er 13-69. 

t. ~ Mar1u. Fry..ord.er 14-69. 

g. 9tA Mar1Jae. 'r~-onler 15-69. 

b. 9th Marb •• Pr...,order 16-69. 

2. O,per&t.1o .. 

01 Mar. 1leceived varaiag orcler fJWl 9th MariDes to tel"JldJlate OperatioD DDlK!' 
CAHYOM. Prar;~rder 7-69 rr. 9th MariDes co.cean:1ag destnotib ot 
MT! lud. 1iae -noia1t,. (ID 124108) aI\d (ID 205111). 9th Karius iIl­
dieated locatio. of arc 11,hts to be rua. UIOOI let platooa of C.­
P&n1' liE" toUJld. 4 1/2 toas or rioe viciaity (rn 178033). 1850H c.­
,..,. "H" oeeupi84l Iattal1o. O~jeeti ... e IDIt. List of gear destroyed 
b.r IraYO CGnm.-d Group OD 261330H Feltruar,y was three l06's v~es, 
2, vater CIUlS, 2 CP tents, 3 laDterJl8, 5-3 gear ad records, 20 set. 
of 762 gear &ad ar.mored vests (spot report 192). 

02 Mar. Received varlliq order frcm 9th Marines with order ot lilt. At Oeooi 
COII.~ "Ft" foud 1a viciAit;y (YD 1800)6) 5 bunker. with 11v1ac area, 
ODe 10' x 15' partially" canpleted hut, s~p8 vi th It.800 aad viae baad.­
rails constructed. algag the trails. At 09001 ComPPT It!:" touad ill 
vic1a1t;y (YD 118034) 11 tons of rice. At 1100H 2d platoOD, CapUV' 
"E" tound ia vicinit1 (YD 180038) )6 RPG rOWlds wI) boosters aad 1 c .... 
ot 7.62 rounds. At 12]OH 2d platoon, Coa,..,. -H- fouad iA viciDit,. 
(YD 161038) 6 1/2 tons of rice, 2 tons ot salt. All rice aM salt 
wu destroyed. Rece! ved arc-light targets tr_ 9t1l MariIles. At 19)OH 
C-.puy -H- foud aDd destroyed 4,680 rounds or 7.02JmD 1a vicillit1 ot 
(YD 118037). (Spot reports 193-199). 

0) Mar. At 08)OH 3d platoon Company -H" received 8 rOUllds or incoming ia 
viciaity (In 174033~. At the same Mae 2/9 CP took 2 rounds of b­
cOllliDg. Fire po.silt11 came fr_ 1/,'s area. C.paJl1es ItE·, -F", ItS" 
ud. the CP were he1ol1fted to VaJldegrift CGIlbat Base. Lift was c-.­
pIe ted at 195OH. 
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04 Mar. 2d Iatt&1ioa, 9tb Mar1ne8(~) at Vaadegr1tt Combat Base. No activities. 
ec.P&Il7 IPQII at FSI Erskine, OPOON to 2d Iatt&l1oa, 3d Marines. 

0$ Mar. 17008 Caap&Il7 "0" ohopped OODON to 3d Battr11oR, 9th Marines from 2d 
Battalion, 3d Maruas. Companies liE-, "1"" aDd. "H" at Vandegrift Cmbat lase 
for rehabilitation. No Activities. 

06 Mar. At 13SSH COMpany "E(-)" chopped OPCCN to 1st Battalion, 3d r~ines and 
h.eloUfted to 3ignal Hill aDd ~'SB Biddle. Remaillder of COIIlpanies "E", 
"P" and ,,;·n at llander!"'i.ft Combat Base. 

01 Mar. Companies RE( -)", nFn and "HI! at landegrift '~om.bat Baae. 

08 Mar. At 0100H Companies REA ana "H" chopped GPCON to 1st 8a~talion, )d 
~arlnes. ::;·Jmpany IIE(_ " to Hill "950. ~OII\pany "H" coaducted patrols 
to the east of "landegn.ft ~C8llbat Base. At 15J";H GOIIIpany "F" was chopped 
OPCON to Tuk Jo'orce notel. COIII/llenced 11 t't to Hill #691 and (i'SB Cates. 
At 16)5H CGIIlpany "P" lift catlolete. At l820H 80mpany uG" was helolifted 
from PSB ErsKine ~ Vandegrift Cambat a&se ana cho~ped back to 2d ~attal­
ion, 9th Marines. ~spe~ ~port 201 and 202). 

09 Mar. Canpanies "E" aAd "h' pat.roU-=1.> aroulld 'laadegrift ~LIi.·ilt Sase. ;2d 
Battalion, 9tb ·Marues be prepa.reu '0 relieve 0ompan ... "~., lst Battal­
ioD., 3d M&rines at Illliot Canb&L &..se. (spot repOTl~ .:.( .. )-2(.'5). 

10 Mar. Informed 9th Marines that Compuy "Hn arrived at Elliot Combat Baae 
at 1315H. 

11 Mar. 2d Battalion, 9th Marines cr.opp~d OPCON tOld ~ifteB I'll fecti'Y8 lOOOH. 
ASSUllled O~'GON of 2 COJIlpanies and lanceICrift Combs t 8ase defense. 

12 ~ar. No significant ~Yents. Lis+, day ~cts for OPCON Companles. 

1) Mar. No significant t::vent.s. I '_;;1. day acts for OPCON Companies. 

14 Mar. No significant events. List \:ay acts for O"CON Companies. 

15 Mar. 2d !attal1on, 9th Marint!s responsiBle for laadegrift Combat Saae, 
Elli0t Combat Base ~nd Kh~ }:o Brluge, nnd road 8weeps as of 1200H. 
Companies IIA" and ";''', 1.-! Battal.ion, 3d Marines C~SON to ~d Batt.al1on, 
9th ~·:Ci.l'1nes at I2l·.H. At ~b45H 26 platoon, COIIIpaay "E- ccmmenct!d lift 
to H1l:' #9S0. Lift canpleted at l';OH. At 1600H (";OIIlpany "!R, 1st 
BattB.::'ion, ,d Marines chopped ODSON to 2d Battalioll, 9tb Marines 
and Ccapuy RD", 1st 8at.talion, Jd Marines ct.opped back to )d Mariaes. 
At 19L;;H Canpany "]"~ompleted move to Khe Gio Bridge. 

16 Mar. A to (,2!J.uH :!ande~ rift :OIlI{Jdt Base took approxbl&te~ 4 rounds or i.com­
ing~ o.,.lieV80 tel be lOSmmls frCII 'S8 Cates. At lOJOH vicinity (YD 078 
C;72} ... cnicle uit Iud mille resulting in 1 uSJt£ III aJld 5 UK ",aU. 
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At 11300 Ccapaay "G" road sweep vicinity (ID 076512) returniJag to Ihe 
G10 Bridge trom t1Aal check poat bit a Iline result1ag ill 1 USMC WUE 
and 1 duster 1lIIIIlobllized.. Ccapany "F" at FSB Cate. aad Hill #950. 
2d and 3d platoons, Cc:mpany "EM chopped to 1st Brigade, 5th Mechanized 
Division efrective 170530H. 

17 ~. Companies ·rand "F" chopped to Task Force Hotel at 06c·OH. Company .C" 
77th Battalioa, 1st Brigade, 5th Division chopped to Task Force Hotel, 
moved to al\d assUlIled defense of Ca Lu. At 10000 Road Sweep (A 308) 
found one 60mn mortar vicinity (YD Ol7568) along the road. Round was 
blown in place. At 1200H RORd Sweep (A J08) found boohy trap in Naval 
CB bunker vicinity (YD 075572) and blew it ill place. At 12)00 Company 
n~" received) incominr mortar rounds and 2 sniper rcunds with negative 
resu1~" :.At 210CH vicinity (YD Cl9565) Ja pl'lte·on Company "C" observed 
estiPlated 25 '1C/i·!lA as they were settinr up, called an 8l.mll fire mission, 
held cff check of area until mcrninr. 

18 Mar. At 0930H 3d platoon Company "GIt found hlood trails '/icinity (YD 022564). 
1 NVA KIA results from 17172lH action. At 143CH, 2d platoon, Conpany "G" 
received 6 rounds inccming 6lmn vicinity (YD 06)574) with negative results. 
At 163CH, 1 USMC vl~AE (1st Battalicn, 9th Marines) resulted from sniper 
fire east of the The Oio ~rid['e. At lo45h Company "0" received 10-15 
rounds of 82mM from vicinity (YD 0)7577) and (YD 054584). An APe was 
damaged by one round, negative casualties. At l7COH Company "0" observed 
J NVA with packs vicinity (YD 051572), out of effective range. At l720H 
a sniper attached to Company "G" killed 1 NVA vicinity (YD 051572). At 
2000H Operation "Dewey Canyon- was officially terminated. 

19 ~far. At l82335H 1 squad of Company "E" on FSB Biddle observed ene NVA/VC at 
vicinity (XD 996469) when a trip flare was set ctf. Ene~ fled, negative 
results. Conpany "h" Commander debriefed driver from a~bush 18 Mar; person­
nel carrier was stopped by RPG and then received small arms fire, passenger 
fired hitting one 'riA end was himself wounded, results 1 USMC WIAE, 1 prob­
able N'l! KIA. At l230H Company "Gil <"':Jserved enemy mortars being fired Into 
vicinity (TD OS2S76). Concurrently Conpany "Gil reported that a vehicle 
vicinity (Tn 048568) had been hit by either Ii mortar or RPG round. At 1)45H 
Company "a" observec 2 nortar rounds impact vicinity (YD 056556). Suspected 
mortar site vicinity (YD 050575) was worked by an AC. COMpany "F" and 2d 
;Jlatcon Company liZ" chopped to 3d Battalion, 9th ~arines at 1500l-i. At 
16h5H Con~)any "G" received incoming from vicinity ern 04558) and (ID 0)7 
>,S3), with no casualties. At l015H a patrol frolf, Company "G" spotted an 
element moving into a treeline vicinity (YD 029551). Called in 8lrr~'s, 
results 'J11known. At 1920H Ccmpany "H" heard a shot fired at a vehicle 
"licinity (XD 981540) leanne Elliot Combat Rase. At 19u5'H 2d platoon, 
Company "G" observed two unidentified elements moving away from their pos­
ition vicinity (YD 011565). At 2130H COMpany "liM heard an explolioll cd 
observed fire in the vicinity of the bridpe unaer construction between 
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Vandegrift COJllbatBase and Elliot Combat Base. At 2100B 3d platoon, 
Compa.ny ItQII observed 9 NVA as they were moving into all ambush 81 te 
vicinity (YD 057564). 8~~'s were called in, results 2 NVA KIA. At 
21JOH 2d plat0on, Company "G" hearci ccntinuous movement vicinity (YD 
018566) between road and river and fired oOmm's with unknown results. 

20 flar. At 06.30H Company "G" observed :3 enemy in green utilities moving throu~rh 
brush neHr the KheGio Brid~. e. :1.econned by fire with unknown results. 
The bridr:e under construction vicinity (XD 9.:11543) between Vandegrift 
Corr.ba t Bdse and Elliot Comba t Base recei vee: 75't damage on 192320H from 
enemy-placed explosives en the soutt sice of the structclre •. At CSOOH 
2c pl;'ltoon, Gomp"ny "G" rellowed blood trail vicinity (YD 018565) for 
75 meters before it anded. They repcrtee that on 19 March, NifA were 
rlovinp in well-dispersed rrcu,)s of 2-3 ~nc were usinE' bird calls as 
sifnels. At 100CH 2d .:;attalion, 9th Xar ines chopped back to 9th ;'arines. 
At 1230B 2d platoon, CompilllY "II" spottec J individuals in elephant grass 
vicinity (m 979540) and called supportinr arms with nepative results. 

21 :1ar. At 021Sn received Frag-CJrder 13-69 from 9th ~:arines to continue opera­
ticns in AO ane pre vide security for rc ad sweeps. III MI·' sources indi­
cate renewal of offensive. At 103CH a vietnamese civilian laundry truck 
received AK-47 fire and B-40 rocket rounds from vicinity (YD 055568). 
(,ne Vietnamese received minor scratches, was treated and released. 8lnun's 
fired suppressive fire on the suspected enemy position. At l150H 2d platoon 
Company no- received 10 rounes 6~ at vicinity (YD 058556) from suspected 
mortar position vicinity (YD 055575). 81mn's fired counter-mortar, with 
unknown results. At l230H 2d platron, Cempany non observed 5 6lmm rounds 
impact vicinity (YD:.064574) and called in 8lmm's. Two or three Montagnards 
possibly wcunded. At 1400H 2d platoon, Com;.;any "G" received 15 recoilless 
rifle rounds and 6lmm mortar fire. Supporting arms were called in and an 
AO worked the area vicinity (YI 056584). Results.3 USMC WIAE. At 2150H 
and 2242H an CP at Elliot Combat Base heard movement and observed trip 
flaras set off-in the vicinity of the Rockpi1e. Hand illumination, frag­
men'tation grenades and 6Qnm mortars were employed with negative results. 
2d Battalion, 9th !1arines ccnducted ba.se defense drill at landegrift 
Combat 3ase fro" 2230H to 2335H. 

22 Har. Received Frag Order 14-69 from 9th ;·:arines at alOlH. At l755H and again 
at 0845H 3d platoon, Company "G" repvrtec a secondary explosions vicinity 
(YD C457) and two others in vicinity (YD 0458). They were described as 
being of mediwn size and resulted frcr.: fixed winE air strikes. At lOOOh 
a CH-46 inbound to FSB Fuller received 20-30 rounds of small arms. At 
1040H 9th ;',armes advised 2d Battalion, 9th Marines that a provisional 
platoon should be formed for security of PSB Fuller. In adcition to Frag 
Oreer .14-69, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines was ordered to provide security 
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and to report for road sweeps 308.)10. At l8S0li Company "H" or BEN 
at Elliot CCIIlltat B88', spotted 7 NVA wearing light colored uniforms, 
vicinity (XD 962,83) and called 6anm mortars in on them. Check of 
the area showed bleod trails and drag marks. 

23 Mar.At 0400H 2d Battalion, 9th Marinee received Frag-Order 15-69 from 9th 
Marines. 2d 8attalion, 9th Marines to continue present mission and 
assume oper~tional control of Quane Tri Provisional Platoon upon their 
arrival at FSB Fuller. At 0645H Compania. "0- and ... began road sweeps 
308 and 309 to clear Route 9 for traffic. At l030H 2d Battalion, 9th 
Marines reported that resupply helicopter reoeived 5-6 small arms rounds 
and some l2.1mm fire from viCinity (YD·02oSlS) as it was inbound to FSB 
Fuller. 2d Battalion, 9th Marines also received 31 rounds of 82mm mortars 
close to their perimeter. Artillery and AO were called with unknown 
results. At nOaH a patrol from Company "Fit received 4 rounds of d2Jmn 
mortar from vicinity (YD 028582) near the northern edge of the perimeter. 
8lmn mortars and p~tillery were called in on the enemy position with 
unknown results. At 1100H 9th Marines assumed OPCON of 2d Battalion, 
9th Marines and 3d platoon of Company "E" was chopped back to 2d Battalioa, 
9th r"arines. At l120H 3d platoon Comp;my IIE" was lifted from Signal Hill 
to Vandegrift Com)tat Base. At 1300H 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP began to 
move by ~k to lhe Gio Bridge. The move was completed at l330H. At l550H 
a patrol fran Oompany "Fit received 7 rounds of 82mm mortars from vicinity 
(YD 045,B5)~ The patrol called in 8lmm mortar mission with unknown results. 
At l807H 9th Marines 8-3 advised Company "H" to provide nirht security for 
the bridge vicinity (XD 982532) until otherwise directed. At 1900H Company 
"E" (-) arrived at the Khe Gio Bridge. At 19l0H OP BEN at Elliot Combat 
Base reported sightin[ smoke vicinity (XL 965,64) which was believed to 
be a campfire. Company "H" called in an artillery mission with unknown 
results. At 2015H Company liE" C-) comm8Jlced attack to the north. 

24 Har.At 0120H 3d platoon Company "Hit reported sighting of 4 NVA in the road 
vicinity (xn 982535) by use of the starlight scope. The NVA were approxi­
mately 75-100 meters from their position and appeared to be setting a 
charge in the roa.d.. The ambush took them under fire followed by a star­
li£ht scope check of the area which yielded negative results. At 11)OH 
Road Sweep 308 from Company "Gil reported an undetermined number of enemy 
at vicinity (In 068589). The enemy were well camouflaged with foilage 
and would not get down to avoid observation when an aircraft was over­
head. 1st Battalion, 9th Marines were notified that the enemy Was in 
beir AO. At 1645H Company "F" completed their lift tv FSB Fuller. At 
19OOH 2d Battalion, 9th Marines as~umed O?CON of the Quang Tri Provisional 
Platoon. At 2COCH 81.mr.l H&I's /lroduced a secondary explosion at vicinity 
(YD 015581). Additional 8lmm mis~ions were fired and a TPQ was re­
quested for grid (YD 015531). 
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2% Mar. At 0400H CoIIIpaJl7 ItFC-)" ccmmenced the attack to the Jlorth. At 131$ 
ComPBn1 ·E(-)" received fire fram Route '9, which they believed came 
from a USA triA 40. At IJ30H CompanytS(_)" received mortar fire from 
vicinity (II) 045588) aDd (ID 051588) resulting in 1 USMC IIA and 5 
US!1C WIAE. The lCIA was the Acting Compally CCII!IIIluder. A t the same 
fJile Canpany ·E(-)" had 3 NBC from heat exhaustion due to insufficient 
water supply. At lho5H the 3-3A was dispatched by helicopter from the 
CP to take command of Company "E". At lh3OH, after regrouping and re­
distributing ammo, 2d platoon of Company -Eft pulled back to consolidate 
it.l forcls "with the 3d platoon. At 1115H Company "F(-)" made contact 
with an estimated enemy platoon in spider holes and/or tunnel network. 
On three sides vicinity (YO 028582), (YD 034856) and (YD 030508) re­
ceived small arms fire and chi com grenades. An AO was immediately oa 
station amd was hit by small arms from vicinity (ID 981617) and was re­
lieved by another aircraft. Results: 4 u,sr.c WIAE and 1 NVA nA. 
At lOOOH too point element of Company "E(-J" made contact With 4 NVA 
vicinity (YD 055588), which wer~ "killed immediately. They theR ob­
served 7 more NVA running down a ridge with an B2mm mortar. Since 
eanpu.;y IIE(_)II had moved to their objective during the hours of dark­
ness, they took the NVA canpletely by surprise. The enemy returned 
fire from viciAity (In 054588) and (ID 045587) with small arms, 12.7mm 
and B2mrn mortars. Air, artillery and. 81's were called in, resulting in 
3 mClre confirmed kills. 12 heat casualties prevented Company "E(_)II 
fran continuing the attack. Results: 1 USMC KIA, 5 US11C iITAE, 12 NBC 
and 1 NVA W. 

26 Mar. At 01JOH Headquarters 9th Ma.r:iIles, believing FSB Fuller to be in a most 
vulnerable position, advised 2d Battalion, 9th Marines te compart­
mentalize internal forces at FSB Fuller with additional wire s,ystems, 
to include" maze type entrances in case of an enemy penetration of 
outer defenses. At 01l3H 2d Battalion, 9th Marines received Frag­
Order 16-69 indicating that the enemy in undetennined size al¥i strength 
were located ill the northeastern secter of their TAOR and approxi­
mRte1y 35 Km from Vandegrift Combat Base in 3d Battalion, 9th Marines 
AC. At 0715H Company "F(_)II observed 6 NVA moving through area of 
vicini ty (n 050585) and called in 8lmm mortar nnd. artillery missions. 
Company nF(_)" searched the area after completion of the mission, re­
suI tiJ1f in J NVA KIA, one of which was believed to lie an offic"'r. 
the bunkers that these NVA. were working from were well camouflaged 
fran aerial observation. In this area, Company 1\ F" also found several 
weapons and a booby trapped plastic mine. At 1120H a patrol from 
Company liE" spotted 1 NV! vicinity (In 047584) and found a 200 meter 
section of camn wire vicinity (YD 052583). An Ao ran air strikes in 
the area, which resulted in destroying 3 bunkers and 1 NVA KIA. 
At 2110H Company "E(-)" received 5-6 rounds of 82mm mortars from the 
west and at 2130H took 2 more rounds of 82mm mortar and. gall arms 
from the southwest. Company "E(_)II observed 10 NVA to the east, called 
in 8lmm mortars with unknown results and moved an ambush out to the 

V'Bouthwest. Company IIE( _)11 had movell8llt near the liaes and employed M-79 
rounds with unlatown results. At 2300H an LP frem Canpany nF" observed 
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2 NVA and throw grenades into the area with unknown reBults. 

27 Mar. A. t 094SH COI1P&n1 II I( -) II vicinity (YD 056566) reed Ted 10 rounds mort.ar 
fire from vicinity (YD 060$9) and (YD 06)$8$) over a period of one 
hour while, concurrently, units, which were trying to maneuv~r were 
taking heat casualties. Resultsr :3 USMC radios destroyed, 2 lISHC KIA, 
8 USUC WIA and 10 NBC. An AO worked fixed wing which accounted for 38 
enemy bunkers and one mortar pit destroyed. At 121211 a medevao chopper 
aborted the mission due to small arms before ef~ect1ng the medevac. 
At l400H a patrol from Company "HI! vicinity (XD 993S62) received 6 rounds 
of inef~eotive sniper fire and at 1410H a vehicle at Elliot Combat 
Base reported takine sniper fire and RPG rounds between there and Khe 
Gio Bridge. At 115'~H Company nE(_)" received 4 rounds 82mm mortar from 
vicinity (YO 06JSB5) and a chopper coming in at the time reported that 
his cr2W chief had been hit by 5JIlall anns and that he had spotted 
several m."chine run positions. At l500H Canpany "G" called in artillery 
fire based on an AO report. At 1555H 2 CH-46 1s flew over Khe Gio Bridge 
firing their .5c calibers. At 1635H a HU-lB gun ship fired on 2d platoon 
Company "E":I while they were already in cont"ct with :1achineguns and 
rockets. Results: 9 US~~ WIA. Investigation and SIR report were sub­
n.itL-ed. At 1639H Company "A'i, 1st Battalion, 9th Marines was chopped 
to 2d Battalion, 9th Marines. 

28 Mar. 't C030H Company liP" (-) vi~inity (1.'10375,:2) haa n:ovement outside their 
lines. N'rA/vc challenfed and answered 111 English. Company "1<'" (-) replied 
with f renade5, 1:-79'5 anc small arms. A search revealed weapons and 
J WI! KIA. At 0730rl Cornpany "Fn (-) ll18.de contact with three or four NVA 
vicini ty (In 048587) ano pursued the enemy. At 0800H Company rtFn (-) 
s"otted se'len or eight NVA vicinity (YD 0465030). Air prepped for ala 
as sault which res'.llted initially in 2 U;J11C KIA, 3 USHC WIAE. At 0815H 
'.ricinity (YD 04':3587) Company II F" (-) ran into a bw1ker complex defended 
by approximately 10 NVA armed with a liCht machine gun (possibly an N-60) 
and small arms. Fire was received simultanecusly from two ridges on the 
flank. Air and art,illery worked the area. :3 US;1C KIA 5 US!tC WIA. 
At l035H Company "E" 2d platoon liftec to Conpany liE" t-) positiun and 
completed nOSH. At 1200H COlilpany II~'" (-) found 2 NVA KIA vicinity 
(YD Oh8587) aile' weapons. At 1235H Company II £11 reported that rued wing 
Vicinity (n:; C595.36) hac five Secondary explosions, 2 seccndary fires, 
and two bunkers des troY8d. At 1805H Company It Fn (-) took two enemy 
under fire vicinity (n C535 J 5). Result 2 N'IA KIA. At 1830H Conpany "F" 
( .. ) en[afed 2 N'.'.\ with 6Orr.m with unknown results. 

29 ,I:ar. At 0230H Company "E" seized (;bjective A vicini r..y (YD 068593) with out 
opposi tion. At OBOOH 2d Batt<ilion, 9th ':arines companies were instructed 
to conduct 1c:1::- rarlle patrollinr frorr. their present positions. At 0800H 
Comp:my "A", lst Battalion, 9th r':arines seized Gbjective B with out 
opposition vic (YD Ob7593). At 091% Comany "E" observed 2 NVA vicinity 
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(YD 063598) head1nr northeast and apparently carryinr, heavy gear. A 
60mrn mission was fired anci an ttL checked the <IT'ea, and a physical check 
by COJTIoany "E" sCheduled for later. At l2COH Company "F" (-) made con-
tact vicinity (YD 056596) with an estimated IC-12 NVA with a lip,ht 
rla~Line!plll. The enemy took COr.J.pany II~'" (-) W1der fire on the point and 
on the r.l.[ht flank. 80mpany "!,," (-) ccntinued to advance on the enemy, 
who see!'1ed to be 'Withdrawing. Gorpany" t\", 1st Battalion, 9th Harines 
and Com? any "E" were alerted to fan out and block ?OS sible a venues of 
;Iithdrawal. As the cont::Jct was explOited, it became apparent to Cor.tpCJ11y 
"P" ( -) that there were ap )rv.x.iI: .... (,clj-' jv ;JVA 1'igt.·.:.i.ug frl-);. an extremely 
well-camouflat:ed bunker ane spider hole complex. Company- "F" (-) also 
received long range sm.iper fire from the surrounding hills. COr.lpany "Fft 
(-) sent out a flanking element which was taken ander fire from the north 
and east. At 1250H 2d Battalion, 9th ?-!arines notified Regiment that air 
strikes were within soc-bOO meters of the northern boundary·-of _ tb.e battalion 
AC and that scme mif'ht impa(:t oVer the boundary. At 1857H 2d Battalion, 
9th t:arines ncrthern boundary was extended to allow pur sui t of the NVA. 
At IhcoH Company "F" ( -) was s till in con tac t vic inity- (YD (56596) and 
was trying to envelope, but thick brush and heat casualties hampered the 
maneuver. An A0 provided CAS. At 1845H Company "F" (-) assualted the 
heavily defended position vicinity (YD 056599) and began driving back 
the enemy-. Company "E" (-) .:loved to Company "P" (-) position to reinforce 
and further explcit U.e cc:ntact. Company "A", 1st 6attalion, 9th !llS.I'ines 
moved towards a blocking position with plans to support Company "F" (-) 
wi th 6Omm. At this time all COl'lpany "F" medevacs had been evacuated. At 
2230H C .. pany "t", consolidated in two positions approximately 200 meters 
apart, was probed inefl"ectually. A Spooky flare ship received fire frOJll 
vicinity (Tn 05659.5) to the south of ConW!lny "PI! position. At 2300B 
Company "E" had moved to a POSl tion 75 meters north of Conpany II F" '5 posi tioD. 
rui.d. COMpany "A", 1st Battalion, 9th l<arines was in their blocking position 
vicinity (YD 062598). Comp:my "1"" (-) contact had ranbed from vicinity 
(YD 056595) to eYD 056599). Results 4 USMC KIA, 1) US:IC v/IAE, 4 USt!C WIA.~E, 
3 US!·~ !~IA. Darlmess precluded a seArch of the area for aSSP-Bsrr-ent of 
enemy casualties. 

30 Mar. At llCOH a search of the area vicinity Cn 056599) by COMpany "F" (-) 
resul ted in the recovery of '..:S~·:C l'IA I S one of which was 1 USr1C \JIAE the 
other 2 were 2 l.~sr:c KIA. Cor;pany "~,, found an extensive bunker ccmplex 
believed to be a staging area, and a q'lantity of weapons, clothing, 
denclitions, and equipment were found. ~emy casualties were 7 }l"7A KIA. 
At 1530B 'Jicinity (YD 05659')) Company "E", 2d ~latvon, found another 
bunker cOllplex and 2 NVA KIA. At 200(;I! Company "[1''' (-) sif,hted le-lS 
sf:tall lights vicinity (YD 640587) which were engar,ed by Bl.rrtnl fire resul t­
ine- in 1 sec(,ndary explosicn, li['hts dispersed. At 2253Il 9th l-iarines 
advised 2d Battalicn, 9tb ·~ar:...ne5 of the possibility of an attack in the 
2d Batt<iilion, 9th :-Iarines AO due to num3rc.us sightings and contacts. 
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241 BattaUOll, 9th Mar1De.' u1ta WIre put' OIl 75% alert u n18ht act. 
continued ami 2d Battal1OJl, 9th Mazoaell was prepared to aotivate a 
react1olW7 tOl'Oe in the event ot aD attack. PSI Fuller lII&1Dta1ned lD~ 
alert due to exten.ive llo'Vlll'leftt in their area. 00 2d Battalioa, 9th 
Marine. recCllllumcitd that a l07mrn battel'1 be looated at the Ihl Oio 
Iridge UpOIl d1eplaoaumt ot the battalion's OP. 

31 Mar. At 10)CE 9th Marines instrueted 2d Battallon, 9th Marines to tel"lll.wte 
all operations and ass\Ulle defense of Vandegrift Combat Base on 01 April. 
Change #2 1:,c) Frag Order 62-69 ordered Companies -Fa, -gw, 8Ild aA- to 
take parallel routes south to Route 9. COIII.PBlQ" .j,. prepared to be chop­
ped back to 1st Battalion, 9th Marines. At lJOOH Company ItF- had destroyed 
all enell,. gear and Coapaay -P'" (-) and Canp~ -I- canmenced moving. A.t 
lh30H Canp&lV' -H" reported that a jeep had received 39 roUBds of sniper 
tire trOll viciait,. (n 987;!J3). There were 1\0 casualties. At 1630B 
Compay -A· was chopped back to 1st Battalion, 9th KaE1us. At l7.3OB 
Comp~ -I- vu trucked to Vandegrift Combat Base. CompllD1' -,. remailled 
in the area for transport on 01 April. 

3. Tra1w;Jlg 

a. Continual eperat1 ... duriag the IlGnth of Marca precluded .. exteuive 
tra1.1ng prolr8ll, altbough wbea tille am tactical situatioa permitted, the 
CclIIpa.IQ' CCII'IIIlanclers heitl. clusas OD Geaeral M1l1t&J'7 Subject.. Plaaa are now 
'beiJag made to ceaduct .. NOO 'l'ra1 niDg Connie wi thiJl the Battalloa. 

b. There were 160 persennel who received in couatr;r troop 1.aA8ctriD.atio. 
in accordance with D1:90 15lO.JD. 

c. FOl'll81 sckoola attead.ed by persoanel were: 

SCHOOL NO. DUS ~. ATT. -
Viet. Luguage 21 Oldaawa 1 
Land Mine 3 Qwmg Tr1 1 
NCO 30 OldDava 1 
SHOO 6 QUaJlg Tr1 1 

4. statistical. Jreakdna &' units of the operatioR actio. dur1!c the report.1!g 
period. 

a. Activities FT. -
OP 40 
LP 100 
.AJ1bush 
Patrol 

~. 

44 
86 

P1T. -

38 
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PART II 
11AilIl ~ TI vi. SID-1!-lARY 

The period from 01 MaroA to 31 Maroh 1969 was characterized by the ter.miaatio. 
of Ope ratio. DEWEY CANYON OD 18 March 1969, with the Battalion assumiag the defense 
of Vandegrift Combat Base &ad responsibility for the security of variOUI FSa l ; &ad 
OP's. COIlP8ll1' ftE" dillplaced e18111eRts to Hill #950 newt,. (In 8464,,), FSI 
liddle (xc 997468) aad Sigaal Hill (ID 978480). C"'aAJ "1ft assumed security for 
FSB Cates vicinity (In 9274.37) ad OP 691 (ID 927443). COI1PaJI1"O" took over tae 
[he Gio Bridge viciRitl (In 026501). Elliot CClllbat lase (ID 952545) was J1anAed Dy 
COMpany "H". 

A.s enemy- activity alOIlg Route #9 between Dong Ha COJnbat Base and Vandegrift 
Combat Base increased, Companies "En and "~" were relieved from their respective 
bases to sweep the area generally between FSB Fuller and Route 119. Company "En 
attacked north fram the (he Gio Bridge and Company ItF(_)" attacked east. The 
enemy was well-entre.chad in the area, but the determined sweep finally rooted them 
out and the harassmeat or Route #9 ceased. 
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I s. Cuualtiel UId .... 1llfl1cted on the en8ll!l'. 

a. Perseuel 

(1) Operat1o. Dewel Can"yoa 

a. Kn.W 0 -. POW 0 
c. Deta1aees 0 

(2) Operation Aloy RGute 19 

a. HVA IIA 33 
b. POW 0 
c. Deta.iJlees 3 

b. Weapons CaEtured 

(1) 0;e!ratiOll Dewez Canyoll. None 

(2) O;e!ra tioft Alcmg Rau te 19 

SIS 2 
u-47 5 
RPG-56 1 

c. Munitions 

(1) (jperatio. Dewel CaQe& 

a. llPG Rcnmds 51 -. 7.62 lteUllda (rimed) 200 
c. 122m!. l\OUDd8 10 
d. RPG Ioosterll 6 

(2) Operatioa !loy Route It 
a. AI-47 Reuads 360 
b. .50 Caliher R.ou:Ads 200 
c. 61l1li 1t0UJlCis 3 
d. 7.62mD Rouada 529 
e. 82ml Ituuads 11 
f. Fuzes 27 
g. primers 16 
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4. StNaturl. DutNl!I 

(1) Operat.1oa P-7 el!!fO. 

a. Huts 4 
b. luakerl 3 
c. Pighting Holes 2 
d. 11tchea 1 

(2) Operat1oa AlOng ftoute 9 

a. Bunkera 20 
b. Mortar Pita 4 
c. U Pod tiona 5 
d. P1cht1Dg Boles 28 

e. roeclatutr. 

(1) Operatio. Devez Cuqon 

a. Rice 
b. Salt 

47,725lbs 
6,200 lb. 

(2) OperatiOil Jl.ong lIoute 9 

a. Rice 
b. Salt 

32 1bs 
5 lba 

t. M1aea 

(1) OperatiGll D!vez C!I'llOJ! 

a. hti-tuk:m1u. 3 
b. Mine Detonator. 30 

(2) Qperatio. Alollg Route 9 - None 

g. Ordnance 

(1) Operatio. Dever C!!fD! - - None 

(2) Operatioll Alol!g Route 9 

a. ChiC. Greilades 19 
b. Bla.ting Caps 20 
c. Cla:Jlllores 2 
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bo. MiloeUaaeO\1l 

(1) Operat1oll newT 0l&!?! 

(2) o,.rat1Da -'ley Ioute 2 

• Nne 

a. AK-47 Mla.1M 20 
b. Canteen. 8 
c. Packa 18 
d. &-_18 10 
e •• 5Ocal TIE mecban18111 1 
t. Radio batteries 4 
g. Ull1!Or!l\ll 4 
h. Shiru 5 

• 

6 •. P'r1!!dll casualties sust&1Jled during the npor\1Dc period. 

a. ~era tiOD Dewel Canyon. - None 

b. Operatio. llo~ Route 9 

(1) IIA 12 

(2) WU ...2L 
0) OOW 1 -
(4) NBC 1. 

7. New techn1~e8 ern21oyed. - None 

8. BquiJ!lellt 

a. The following 1s a report of the readiness of Jll&jor 1 tells of caa.bat 
essential equipmentr 

(1) Motor Transport Allowance 2L!! OP(Readl 

M-170 1 1 0 
M-:37 4 4 :3 
M-1SlAl 20 19 19 
M-274A2 )0 26 22 
M-I07 6 6 6 
M-416 19 18 18 
M-2S0 1 1 1 
JOM-l 1 1 1 
M-I01 4 4 4 

(2) Cammunicat10118 Allowance 2t! OP/R.eadZ 

ooc-) 1 1 1 
TOC-14 J :3 J 
URR-23 1 0 o [-
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JIeIml-

Ui?,ii'-~~ ,r :','.::.~ l~";-,-, ~ .22Pf S S l 
U.'~,!L'''"l-''; '. ' -, .. PJIB-6 10 6 6 

"IM-7 2 0 0 
MRO-8.3 2 2 1 
lIlo-87 1 0 C) 

MRO-109 2 2 I 
'roC-1L.a. 2 1 J:1, 
PftC-41 .3 .3 2 
PRC-47 S .3 1-
PP-4S67 5 S " GRC-12, 7 7 .3 
P!lC-2S 75 7S 72 
SSD-II-8 ) 1 .l 
AB/GRA-39 12 12 9 
1-1-)8 22 22 22 

b. f"'Ajor end items prniously evacuated to h1IbC- echelon Jlaintenance 
tacilitie8 that have IlOt been return .. z 

(1) Motor Transport. Quutitz 

M-.37 1 

(2) C~ •• tiou Quantitz: 

AN/Gll1-39 .3 
MRC-8.3 1 
PftC-41 2 
S1/22" 2 

c. lattle I.es ... Bet Re2laoed. 

9. Utc1st.iC8 

a. SUpplz aad. D18tr1wtt •• 

QtJAN'l'ITI 

.3 
6 

Locat1oa 

FLSD-B 
PLSG-B 
FISG-B 
FLS)-I 

(1) Force !.eCtstic SUpport Group Bra .. was tbe .r1aa.r7 source et 
suppq IJId II&1nteaaace tor the 211 lattalloa, ~ KarilIes. 

b. Resuppg 
(1) Itesuppq fila,rel, 'D7 clas8, ot the 2d IattaliOIl, 9th Kar1Jles are 

as tellows. 
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CLASS -
I 
II 
III 
IV 
V 
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FOUNDS 

95,2)6 
46,749 
1),87.3 
20,60$ 

112,.508 

(2) Total resupply figures tor OPCON Battal10ll are as followsl NOlle. 

(3) Hot Meals were provided. by the Battalion rear, located at Van­
degrift Combat Base, to the Battalion in the field as the tactical situation 
penni t ted. 

c. T!!nsportatioa 

(1) Surface transportatioD utilized Route Ill, 'between Quang Tri and 
Dong Ha, and Route 'I', betweell. Dong Ha and Vandegrift C01Ilbat Base. 

(2') 6 vebicles were deadl1ned, and at present, 73 vehicles are OP 
Ready. 

(3) 2d Platoon, Company "C·, 3d Motor Transport Battalion was in 
direct support of 2d Battalion, 9tb Marines. 

(4) Air Transportation was provided by Task Force Hotel from MAG-)6 
and MlG-39. Helicopters were used for resupply, medical evacuation, and troop 
lifts under routine and emergency conditions. 

(.5) A total of 145.6 tons of resupp~ was moved. by belicopter during 
the month of March. 

d. Engineer Support 

(1) Company "C·. 3d EngiAeer Battalion provided direct support to 
2d Battalion, 9th Marines. The Engineer support for this reporting period 
bas been satisfactor,y. 

e. Services SitUation 

(1) 2-d BattallOll, 9th Marines used showers, bakeq, ice and laundary 
services located at DORg Ha Combat Base and Vandegrift CCIIlbat Base. 

(a) &1.ectrical. pner was provided by MlG-3' for the BattaliOll 
rear located at Vandegrift Cambat Base. 
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r. SUpply S1 tua ti •• 

(1) Statistioal data OD priority 02 requis1tioas 

(a> 31 priori tr 02 re qui 81 tiona were unfilled at the end or PeD1"Ual"7. 
(b) l2 priorit;r 02 requisitions UJL1"illed duriBg March. 
(c) 6 priority 02 requisi tiona canp1eted dur1ag Maron. 
(d) 7 priority 02 requisitions unfilled at the end of March • 

• 
g. Medical 

(1) Ca.sualties requiring treatment beyond the orgaaic HAS aad liS vere 
evacuated to Company "C·, 3d Medical BattalionJ located at VaDdegrift Combat 
Base and to 3d Medical BattallonJ located at Quag Tri Ccmbat Baae. 

(2) There were ao IIl9dical prob191lS encoUJltered. 

10. Civic ActioJl. None 

ll. Psychological Warfare. None 

12. Personnel aDd Administration 

a. Personnel 

(1) Enlisted K)S Shortages 

1'I)S ~ SHORTAGE -
0122 E-4 1 
0141 E-3/E-2 6 
0311 E-5/E-4/E-J 126 
0331 E-4/E-5 30 
0341 E--5/E-4 14 
0351 E-5/E-4/E-3 56 
0369 E-6 6 
0431 E-5 1 
0441 E-3 1 
0848 K-7 1 
2111 E-5 1 
2311 E-4 1 
2531 E-4/E-2 12 
2533 E-5 1 
2542 E-4 1 
2591 E-8 1 
2815 E-3 1 
3041 E-7/E-4 3 
)051 E-5/E-3 2 , , 

3371 E-5/E-4/E-3 7 ,I' 

3516 E-7/E-5 2 
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b. 

DECLASSIFIED 

;$)1 
5591 
5711 

(2) Rotatioll dur1y the month(CONUS) 

K: OFr 

o 94 

NAVY orr 
o 

6 
1 
1 

NAVY !NL 

o 

(3) Replacemeat received during the month 

K:OP'F 

1 1,7 

NAVY orr 

o 

NAVY IIfL 

2: 

(4) Casualtiee. 12 Ill'., 57 WIll., 1 DOW, 184 NBC 

(5) PraDou ... 

lstSct ~ ~ Sgt Opl ~ 

0 1 0 12 

( 6) .A.wardJ!". Silver star 
1r .. 1e star 
Purple Hearta 
H.A.M 
fi.~~ •• tO~dt~ 

.1dl11n1atrat1.oa 

(1) Sj!o1al Services 

(2) D1ec1pl1u 

(a) Ko wmsuaJ. problems 
(D) CCNl't MarUala I 

GeM 
SPCH 
SCM 

; 

1 
1 

sri· 
17 

o 
1 
4 

J 

(c) BattallOR c-aDllen Office Hours I 9 
(el) COIlPUl7 COIIIMaders Office Hours I 16 

(3) Marille PI, Post..l Af'tairs 

(a) P1:. Faoilities are adequate. -
III-16 

DECLASSIFIED 

60 

no -
15 

Pe!di.!g 

2 
3 
1 

mlCIllSURE (l} 
SBeRlR' 



I 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
(b) Postal. Postal Bernce during the mOIltb. ot March between 

Division and 2d Battilion, 9th Marines rear was satisfa.cto17J howevel\ the 
present s1l- ot sellding mail to the units in the field, while on operatiou, 
is UDsatiatactor,r. 

(4) Chaplau Services 

(a) Durbg the month ot March, the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines 
Chaplain held frequent Protestant Divine Services at the Company positions. 
Catholic Divine Services were conducted at Vandegritt Combat Base by the 
Regille.ntal Chaplain on ~aya. 

13. Intelligence 

a. General Information. From 01 March throuCh 18 March, 2d Battalion, 
9th Marines participated in Operation Dewey Canycn, conducting operations in 
the lower Da (rong River Valley vicinity (ID 139044). The battalion also 
operated up to 2000 meters in Laos '."icinity (YD 140028). From 18 March through 
21 March, the battalion conducted local security patrols in the vicinity of 
Vandegrift Combat Base Vicm ty (XD 987546), (he Gio Bridge vicinity (XD 026561, 
FSB Cates vicinity (m 927443), and Hill 950 vicinity (In 844456). From 22 March 
through 31 March, the battalion (-) conducted search and clear operations in the 
viCinity of Dono Ma ~lountain vicinity (YD 045586) and Done 110 Mountain vicinity 
(YD 0$6586). 

b. Operation Dewey CanlQn. This operaticn, carried over from February, 
was directed tG£ard the suspected main infiltration routes for the Southern 
Quang Tri Province, Thua Thien Province, and Quang Nam Province just northwest 
of the A Shau Valley alon~ the Da (rong River. 

c. HU's and FSB's. During the month of March, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines 
did not build any HLZ's or FSB's, however, they did utilize 5 FSB's and 4 HLZ's. 

d. Analysis. Enemy activity in the area north of Route 9, between the 00 
grid line andCam Lo viCinity (!D 13059C), has been on the increase. Mortar 
attacks on convOJS along Route 9 reachec a peak during the middle of the month. 
Numerous URS reports and Agent reports concerning enemy troops in the area were 
confirmed by frequent ccntact by elements of 2d Battalion, 9th Marines. The enemy 
units encountered are believed to be elements of the 27th NVA Regiment. There are 
also indications that the 31st Regiment has elements operating in that area. 

Forces encountered were squad and occasiOnally platooB size. In some instances 
they were in bunkers and fought tenaciously to defend their positions. The 
bunkers were relatively new and well constructed "A" frames set in a defensive 
pattern. The enemy used hara8.lng mortar fire and sniper fire to delay and inflict 
casualties upon friendly units. In most cases, th~ir mortars were already regis­
tered on friendly ;eatt1ens SAd most of their rounds were on target. 

The (IA's found were in their early twenties and were fully unifonned. Their 
gear was new and well cared for. 
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14. Air Support 

a. lixed W1JI« sumrt 

(1) lixed w1q npport was outstanding, particularl,p support ot uait. 
1B c •• tact. All fixed w1ac was N:J co.trolled, due to peor UHF c.-anWl1catiou. 
Other support consi .... or flare sbip mssioDB and a spoolq missioll.. 

a. 19 fixecl v1lIc IlissiollS were nen. 
b. there were ao TfQ missions nova. 
e. 18 tactioal air ebservation missiou were f'loVD.. 
d. 4 flare ship IlissioDB were flow ter medevacs.' 
e. 1 CBtJ mssio. was non at (ID 035585). 

(1) 1 Ol. 

(2) 26 ~er8 destrwJed. 

(3) 2 _.,.u ,..it.io .. ad. 1 .50 caliHr ,..ita •• estr.1M. 

(4) ) •••• ad&rJ exp1oa1tIB vith aumerous aece.ctarr tires. 

o. H.Uo.pter SUlJport 

(1) lel1c.pter npport f'or tbis uatA vas va17 ,oed due to excellut 
lI8atber coaditiolUl. Enr.ot.:1.q of mec.ievacs by helioopter vu outataadiac. The 
~evac he1ioopters vere surpr1Bingl1 quick 1a relpoUiDg to piok up our aed.vaolJ 
tbeqll 1a two separate 1utaaoes, theT were shot out or the lswH", ZOllU. The 
M11cepters suffered light to aedi'Ull daaage ad OM crew MlLHr vu vouM.etl. 

a. 842 pers.ane1 were bel1lif'ted iB 3 tactical lifts. 
b. 24 ll8devac IlUsioas were flown evacuatiJIg 101 persenne1. 
o. 15 helieepters were utilized 'bf the BattaliOI1. 

d. Pers.Dne1 8JlCi !:J.uip!lut 

(1) The Battalion Ilas OM TACP with two officers 8l'ld two enlisted. 
ill cGlllp8llies are equipped with FM capabilities oal.7. 

(2) CcmpaDies -F", -0-, aDd -II" have two FAC pers .... l 1a support ct"" 
tbeIL. Cclmpaay -Ell has oal.7 OM PAC represeatative. 
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1$ I Artilll!7 

a, SUpport1y 1P1rea 

(1) 2d Battall.a, 12th Marines provided direct supplrt fer 2d Battalioa, 
9th Marines. Batteries utilized wore ltD", "., "F" 10,1111 Illd "W" 4.2 ach. 

(2) 2d Battalion, 12th Marines provided geaeral support vith 155mm 
guns. 

0) Nature e£ Iliasioas fired iacludedl NV! in open, XV! in bunkers, 
NVA in fighting holes, prep fires, 8&1's and TOT's. 

(4) Total rnDd expeld1tures are as follows I 3,126 HE, 156 lil, aJUi 
166 IIJ.. 

b. Coordination 

(1) ThrOUChwt March IlUCh t1JIIe was lost because FAe persoJUlel put 
artille17 b • check fire thro\lgh their Regimelltal 14, be tG proximity of air 
to the guJl tarset 11M. rhe BegiJrlental 14 was sl.., te l.1.ft the check fire a.ad. 
this resulted in a needless lull in firing between the t1me the air actually 
cleared the area aAd the check fire was lifted. 

(2) In the tuture, .. effort will be aad.. te haTe artillery persollAel 
1lli.tiate check tire8 for air. This may speed up lift.ing the check fire after 
the air baa departed the area. 

16. CanmuAicatio...ad Electrollic8 

a. aeaeral. '!'be c-.uw' eatiol'lS platooa was divi ... into three sectiou 
cluriDg the moniL or March. 'nIe reu section coll8istiDc of appl'OxilI1ate~ 10-14 
Ilea provided radio, wire, aessage ce.ter aDd. repair support at Quug Tn. The 
s-h at ,vAfli.egritt C~at Base was supportecl., by 6 meD. ot the c01lDl1Ulli.cation seotioD.. 
The remat!lc;ier of the·platoo. provided normal cClllJll\lJlicatio.s support to the 
Battallcin"'iD the field .. the follcndDg operati0ll81 

(1) 01 March to 18 March 1969 
(2) 19 March to 31 March 1969 

Operation Dewey C~a 
Opera tiOD al.oag Route 119 

b. Wire. Dur~ tbat period. ot March wheB 2d Battalion, 9th Mariaea had 
perbleterd81ense at. Yudegr1tt a.bat Baaa, a canplete rewiring of defeasive 
positions around the perimeter was undertaken by the wire sectio. with the aid. 
of two wiremen and 12 phones frem 3d Battalion, 9th MariBes. InataliatioD took 
place on or about the 15:th of March. No problems bave arisan. A total of six 
loop circuits, one loop per platoon, one phone at each squad and platoon CP were 
installed tor a total of 24 phones. All of which were EE-8's. A complete 
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• 
eleotrical rewirinl of the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines area at Vaadelrift Combat 
Base was alao acoomplished during the month ot March. The camp is Oil two 
different cirouits. One phase cames off a generator located on the north side 
of the runway which handles the runway lights and crash crew area. The second 
phase originates frail a generator located on top of the hill. belonging to MAG-
32, behi.JLd the 2d Battalion, 9th Mar1Aes area. At the present t.ime, there are 
110 generators at VaDdegrift COJIlbat Base that 2d Battalion, 9th MariJ1es can call 
their ownJ Normal switchboard. and wiring ope ratio .. were maintained u Quang 
Tri and l1mi ted wiriAg iJl the field. 

c. Radio. 

(1) Normal radio c..nmications were carried out duriJag the 1l0Rth of 
March. The PRC-B8 waa issued out with 12 per COlllPaIQ'". Preliminary reports 
express a negative reaction oa regarding their effectiveness in the field. 
They are virtuall,.. uaeless in hilly terrain. aeports have indicated that the,. 
are satisfactor,. for most LP's, OPls, etc. However, the slightest obstruction 
between the two positions will render them ineffective. After the PRe-88 has 
been in use and thea realigned, its range seems to increase aad it appears less 
susceptible to terra:1J\ variation. Two canpanies have had all their radios re­
aligned as of now. The BA-J99 has an average of 48 hours use during normal 
canbat use. The BA-505 has somewhat longer usage time up to 24 hours more than 
the BA~399. 

(2) During operatiOJl8 at Khe Gio Bridge, from the 23d ot March to the 
1st of April, the COC utilized nOl'lllal radio camnunications of I n-38, 1 PRC-77 
and 2 PRC-25's. Relay #1 is still in operation a-top Signal Hill. They are now 
operating off a 1.. periodic and RG-292, working otf of a "Tit connector, en­
abling the use of both antennas at the SUle time with better results ill cOlllllluai­
oations. 

d. Mess!,e Center. The message center processed 672 incoming and 24 
outgo~ messages, Hormal shackles and brevity code deliVeries were made 1a 
the field. Approximate17 837 radio messages were processed by the Ba~OD 
Message Center at Quang Tri Oll the Battalion Admin Net. 
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