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PART IT
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

During the month of lay, the 2d Battalien, 9th Marines participated in
Cperation Avache Snow and commenced Operation Camerem Falls,

¢n ¢l Fay 1969, scarch and destroy eperaticns nerth ef Route #9 in the
FSE Fuller area terminateds The 2d Battalien, 9th Marines (=) returmed te
Vandezrift Combat Base and began preparations fer Operation Apache Snew. On
07 May 1959, the 24 Battalion, 9th Marines helo-lifted te FSB Razer te commenee
Operztion Apache Snew. The battalion had the mission of expanding and reacti=-
vating the FSB and te cenduct RIF operations to the east, west and south, The
initial concept was to dispatch Cempany "G" te the seuth to interdict a majer
enemy 10C and capture enemy personnel to determine the enemy's dispesition and
intentions, Company "H" cenducted RIF operations east with a secondary nissien
of selecting a suitsble position te block enemy mevement frem the A Shau Vglley
north toward Base Area 101, Company "F* moved east to the Da Kreng River, then
south to determine if the enemy had reeccupied installatiens captured during
Operation Dewey Canyen in February 1969, Cempany "E" was assigned security of
the FSB. By 15 May 1969, the decisien was te emphasize RIF operaticns te the
west, Company "F" was tasked with securing a suitable CP and 4,2 mortar site
in the vicinity of IZ Dallas. On 17 May, Company "H" relieved Company "E" en
FSB Razor, Company "E", with the Battalion CP and E&S (-) , helo-lifted te
1Z File which had been secured by Cempany "F" with the emphasis of movement
shifted west and southwest. Company "E" operated southwest teward the Laectian
border and Company "F"(-) operated to the west of IZ File, Company "G" began
RIF operations southwest aleng the enemy LOC. On 24 May 1969, Cempany "G" was
chopped OPCON to lst Battalion, 9th Marines, On 28 May 1969, withdrawal ef
forces fram the Apache Snew area commenced, Cempany "G* returned OPCON to 2d
Battalion, 9th Marines and Cempany "B", 1st Battalien, $th Marimes was OPCON to
2d Battalion, 9th Marines while closing down and being extracted frem FSB Erskime.
On 17 May 1969, Company "H" was chopped OPCON te 9th Marine Regiment fer the Fe-
mainder of the operaticn. On 29 May 1969, 2d Battalien, 9th Marines terminated
Operation Apache Snow at 1206H and was helo-lifted te Vandegrift Cembat Base. On
31 May 1969, Company "H" deactivated FSB Razer, returned te Vandegrifi Combat Base
and was chopped OPCON te 2d Battalion, 9th Marines.

Upon completion of Operation Apache Snew on 29 May 1969, preparations for
Operation Cameren Falls were made. On 31 May, the 2d Bgttalien, 9th Marines (-)
helo-assaulted FSB Whisman, '

The month of May is illustrative of the flexibility required of an infentry
battalion in Viet Nam. The 2d Battalien, 9th Marines terminated a search and de-
stroy operation in the northern Quang Tri Province merth ef Route #9, conducted
an extensive eperation in the extreme southern pertiem of Quang Tri Prevince ar:
with a day fer planning and refitting, commenced Operation Cameren Falls in ®as
western Quang Tri Province. ’ N
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- PART 1
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA
1, Designatien Cemnander
Headquarters, 2d Battalien, 9th Marines - LtCel G. C.

Suberdinate Units

H&S Cempany

Company “E®
Cempany "F®

Gompany ngn

Cemapany "HT

Capt D. N.
Capt R, H.
Cﬂpt D. K.
Capt R. H.
1stLt Jo L.
1stLt J. M.
Ca.p‘b D. C.
lstLt A, D.

" Capt G. W,

Direct Suppert Units

2d Battalion, 12%h Marines
2d Flateon, Cempany "C", 3d Emgr. Ba.

2, lescatien, MNeadquarters, 2d Battaliom,

Vandegrift Cembat Base, RVN

3. Staff Officers

Executive Offlser
S-1 :

S=2

S=3

S=4

ALD
FAC
Cerm

Supply
MTO

Chaplain
Medical Officer
FSCC

L. h’era_ge nenthly atx.'agit_h_n_m

USMC . USH
OFF ENL OFF ENL

LtCel
latLt

9th Marines

Majer P, G.
1stlt B, J,
1lstlt W, G.
Major L. L.
Capt D, N.
Capt R. He
1stLt G. J.
1stlt G, L.
1stlt W, O.
1stlt M, D.
lstlt L. S.
latlt F, C.
Lt Ge B,
Lt S. H,
15tlt L, W,
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FOX

BUCKNER
SUTTON
SHOCKEY
SUTTON
GANGWER
HORN
WILSON
QUINS
SATCHLEBEN

KILLEEN
NEAL

COLLINS
RAMSEY
CONGLETON
ETCHO
BUCKNER
SUTION
BARCELO
HAMMACK-
WELDON

STONEBERGER JRe

DRIEVER
DUNNE -

HUMMER -
GEHRING
MILLER

Date

1-31 May

1-7 May
8-31 May
1-31 May
1-7 May
8«31 May
1-28 May
29=31 May
1-28 May
29=31 May

1-31 May
1-31 May

1-31 Moy
1-31 May
1-31 Msy
1«7 May
8=31 May

- 1=31 May

1-31 Moy
1e23 May
2h=31 May
1-31 May
1-31 Msy
1=31 .
1-31
131 iy




DECLASSTIFIED

LISSIFIET . o

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFIGANT EVENTS

1. Combat Migsiens Assigned -

ae Jth Marimes Frag-Order 1-69. 9th Marines emmences an eperation in
the upper Da Xreng Viﬁey for Operation Apache Snow,

b. 9th Marines Frag-Order 2-69. 9th Marines cemmences Operation Apachs
Snew. Continue assigned missien in basis OPORD 4-69. N

6. 9th Marines Frag-Order 6=69, Centinue present missiech., Ceordinate
preparaticn positien fer 1,2 imeh mortar Battery en erder,

d. 9th Marines Frag-Order 7-69. Centinue RIF eperatiens west and southe
west of 17 File, P Cempgny "G" te lst Battalion, 9th Marines effective .
2,,08008 May 1969, _

es Jth Marimes Frag~Order 8-55. Continme present mission and termimate
RIF operations on 26 May 1969. On 27 May cenduct a twe cempany heliborne
assault to secure and reactivate FSB Whisman (XD 974335). Be prepared to con-

duct RIF operations in Area ef Operaticns to be aasigned, Operation to cemmence
upon establislment of FSB Whisman, ‘

fo Jth Marines Frag-Order 9-69, No echange, except terminatien and re
deployment of dates and D-Day slips ene day. ‘ v o

g 3th Marines Frag-Order 10-69, Continue present mission and prepare fer
29 May assault of lat&on (-] to FSB Whisman, (Verbilly changed to 31 May).
2. Operations |

81 May No significant events. 2d Battalien, 9th Marines CP and 2d plateon, Ceme
pany "H" at FSB Fuller. Company "H"(-) at Khe Gie Bridge. Cempany “E"(-)

at (1D 060556), 2d platoon, Company "E" at (YD 668562) and 3d platoon at

(YD ©55559)s Company "G" at (YD €66576) and Cempany "F" at (YD 023571).

02 May 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP, Company "EM » Company “G" and Cempany "F"
at Vandegrift Combat Base. Company "H" was passed OPCON to lst Battalion,
3d Marines at 1100H. At 1300H, passed OPCON of New Virginia Ridge area
of operation to .the 3d Marines, At same date time group, 9th Marines
agsumed OPCON of Company "L", 3d Battalion, 9th Marines and Company "H",
2d Battalion, 9th Marines reinforced and simultanecusly passed units to
3d Marine Division for subsequent chop to 3d Marine Regiment.
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Ne significant events. 2d Battalien, 9th Marines CP, Campanies "EW, "F!
and "G" at Vandegrift Cewbat Base., Campamy "H" remains OPCON te lst
Battalion, 3d Marines.

2d Battalien, $th Marines CP, arid all mnits preseatly at Vandegrift Cem-

‘bat Base. Cempany "H" was relieved at Xhe Gio Bridge at 1L08H. Last

elements arrived at Vandegrift Combat Base at 1630H.

L

2d Battalien, 9th Marines CP and all units at Vandegrift Combat Base pree
paring for upcoming Operation Apache Snow. ‘ :

2d Battalien, 9th Marines CP end all units at Vandegrift Combat Base pre=~
paring for upcaming Operation Apache Snow. .

Company "E" eommenced lift At 1035 to FSB Razor., The 1ift was eomplefod
at 1125H, Cempany "H" commenced 1ift at 1107H te (YD 155194). The 1ift

- ‘wag completed at 1125H. At same date time group as above, Cammand Group

Alpha wegan 1ift to FSB Razor. At 1216H, Cermand Group Alpha lift was
completed end Cempany "F" commenced their lift to FSB Ragzer, Company "F"
completed their 1ift at 1325H. At 12L5H, Cempany "F" moved from FSB Razor
to (ID 128186)., Cempany "G" commenced 1ift at 131€H and completad 1t at
1353H. At 1335, Cemmand Group Brave arrived at FSB Razer. At 161€H, ar-
tillery guns arrived and FSB Razor was reactivated at 1720H,

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "E" at FSB Razor, Company "F"

at (YD 122196), Company "G at (YD 128172) and Company "H" at (YD 161198).
Company YF" found an extensive trail netwerk and bunker complex at (YD 12§
1853. At 1215H, Cempany "F" found numerous trails leading to a well cul-
tivated field whieh appeared to have not been used within the last two to
four weeks. Thls field appeared to ®e a food storage area for at least a
Battalion sisze unit.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "E" at F3B Razor. Company "F"
at (YD 119187), Company "G" at (YD 128173) and Cempany "H" at (ID 161
198). At 1215H, Cempany "F" found three term down huts, one incompleted
bunker and numerous tralls leading in all direections in the vieinity of
(YD 121186), At 1145H, 3d plateon of Company "H" found one NVA stracture
L0 feet x 15 feet and one storage chamber L feet x & feet in very poor
condition. Both structures were destroyed »y the platoon.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Campany "E" at FSB Razor. Company "H"

at (YD 162197), Cempany "G" at (YD 135152) and Company "F" at (YD 120 4
188), The 2d platoon of Cempany "G" at ©300H found ene fighting hole, 15
incoming holes and one spider hole about three months old in the vieinity
o? (D 131153)s At 1215H, Company "G" made contact with approximately 10
to 15 NVA at (YD 137160). Company "G" pursued with an aerial observer on
station, The aerial observer spotted two NVA in the open at (YD 155169),
and called in fixed wing aircraft with results unkmown. At 123€H, Company
"t found one NVA living structure 16 feet x 6 feet x 8 feet and one dry-
ing hut with trails running east, west and southe Gear found and destroyed
included: 3CC pounds of corn, LO pounds of tobacco, two black shirts, one
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U.Se helment, assorted metal wowls and ene NVA metal funnel. At 180K,
2d plateen of Cempany "H" at (YD 172192) found a harbor site and heard

' _movement frem the area as they approached o NVA haversack, fresh

12 May

cut anana stalks, 8§ huts, eno NVA metal funnel end two NVA bodies, ene

week or less old, 2 NVA/KIA. The area was searched with negative results.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP md Campany "E" at FS3 Rasor. Cempany Rpn

at (YD 123165). Company "G" at (YD 1414153) and Cempany "E® at (YD 17k
203). At 8825H, Company "G" at (YD 139156) received 10 to 15 rounds ef
machine gun fire from (YD 1L46147), resulting in negative casualiless At
0910H, Cempany "G" found a well developed area with well constructed huts,
tunnels, Wunkers and ene NVA pack with uniforms and miscellanecus docu-
ments at the vicinity where they received the machine gun fire covered
parlier, A Command and Contrel helicopter will be required to recover the
intelligence material when a sone is established, At 080CH, Cempany "F*
found one hut which contained & Soviet machine gun in extremely good con-
dition with a drum magazine centaining 7.92mm rounds with every sixth
round having a steel jacket casing., The machine gun was estimated to

have been left ne longer than two weeks ago. At 110GH, Company "G" fouhd
mumerous VC shelters with living, storage and possible PX areas. Gear
found included: 1 Seviet ML9LL carbine, 1 Mouser, cooking gear, medical
supplies and ether assorted gear, At 1616H, Cempany "F® found h graves;
three were twe te four weeks old while the ether one appeared to be four
to0 six months olde U4 NVA/KIA. _,

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "E" at FSB Razor. Company wgn

at (ID 122156). Company "G at (YD 166152) and Company "H" at (YD 161
198). At 11@6H, Company "G" found, in the vicinity of (YD 152154), a
fresh blood pool in an impact area of 60mm fire this a.m. Blood soaked
~utilities were found with a gaping back wound and wounds in the right

arm. An enemy helmet and canteen also had schrapnel holes, A bloody

NVA officer's belt was found and a Kit Carson scout identified the officer
as a Second Lieutenant, 1 NVA/KIA. At 14OCH, the 2d Platoon, Company "EF
found an enemy ammunition dump and bunkers at (YD 148178), This patrol
was briefed with information derived from intelligence received from Bru
Chieu Hoi. Gear found included: 1 grease gun, 1 grenade launcher, 20
rifle grenades, 6,000 rounds of .50 cal., 1 shotgun, a shell for a .82mm
mortar, 1 Box of .82mm fuses and RPG propellants. All gear and bunkers
were blewn. At 1430H, Company "G" reporied finding a tangent power line
and hut complex with the path of the power line running from main power
line to hut area. Found and destroyed were: 227 brown insulators, 150
white insulators andil(,000@ meters of wire, At 1545H, Company "E" found
a possible field hospital at (YD 156182). A patrol will return tomorrow.
At 1630H, Company "H" surprised approximately 15-26 NVA at (YD 183212).
The 2d Platoon initiated contact and saw 2 NVA fall, Other NVA darried
the Bodies into a ravine. 2 NVA/KIA. At 1856H, the 2d flatoon surprised
and assaulted 7-16 NVA on & trall, with the NVA fleeing in a northeast -
direction. A fixed wing was called in with unkmown results due to a
heavy canopye Gear found included: 1 RPG launcher, 8 RPG rounds, 9 mortar
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rounds (<82mm), ene AK=L7 magasine, twe reunds (.6lum), ene bex of fuses
and one box of blasting caps, two boxes of demelition, five ChiComs, one
base plate for an 82mm mortar, 270 peunds of AK-47, T packs with assor-
ted clothing, five pounds of documents, various medical supplies snd 150
pounds of rice.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Compepy "E" at FSB Raser. Company “F*
at (ID 122156), Cempany "G" at (YD 165159) and Compeny "E" at (ID 161-
198). At 116€H, 2d plateon of Company "F" found one NVA structure with
aigns of use within the last two to three days ago and one ChiCom gre-
nade. At (YD 175205), the 1lst platoon of Company "E" made brief con-
tact with the enemy resulting in 2 NVA/XKIA. At 136CH, the same patrol
heard movement as they crossed the 1Z at (YD 174262). While doing this,
the patrol spotted six NVA fleeing to the west; epened fire and swept

' the area after seeing two NVA fall. The NVA were wearing camouflaged u-

4i1itdes and bush hats identical to our own. 2 NVA/KIX. The patrol in=-

" itially mistook the NVA for friendly forces until they noticed the ab-

gence .of packs. Seout dogs were most beneficlal in the discovery. Come
pany "G reported that the area at (YD 165160) 1s heavily cultivated

‘and could sustain 300 enemy for a period of one year. As much food was

destroyed as the situation permittede At (YD 166162), Company "G" re-
ceived seven teo ten siiper rounds. A patrol frem the company checked
the area with negative results, -

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "E" at FSB Raszer. Compeny nEn
at (YD 122156). - Cempany *G" at (YD 174155) end Company "H" at (YD 161-
198). Zempeny "G" veceived 20 to 30 rounds of autamatic fire fram 56

meters south of the lines. The fire was returned with M-16é's and an M-

79. The area was checked with negative results. At 100CH, Company "G*
found three NVA structures at (YD 167163). The following gear was founds
one ML9LL rifle with bayonet, cne AK-4i7 magasine, % pound of C-l attached
to a ChiCom grenade with an eight inch time fuse, 1 erossbow with a quive-
er and 30 woven baskets. At 170CH, the 3d platoon of Company "F" found
att(YD 124153): five A-frame huts 16 feet x 1€ feet x 1@ feet which were
incomplete and two incomplete bunkers, all one to three months old, The
patrol destroyed everything.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "E" at FSB Razor. Company ngn
at (YD 111153)., Company "G" at (YD 18215L) and Company "H" at (YD 163-
198). At 1045H, Company "G" received five rounds of small amms fire from
two barefoéted enemy in the vicinity of (YD 178157). Company "G" re-
turned the fire and pursued with negative results but sustained one rou-
tine WIAE. Company "G" had light contact with the enemy at (YD 173155),
(ID 177156), (ID 178157), (YD 182158), (YD 181160) and (YD 179162) be=-
tween the hours of 1GOCH and 163CE. Results were: 2 USMCAVIAE, and &
USMC/WIANEe The enemy used hit and run delaying tactics utilizing small
arms fire. 2 NVA KIA's and two new AK=i7 rifles were found, At 1LOOH,
the 2d platoon of Company "E" reported that they searched a village and
the area around a field hospital in the vicinity of (YD 15€182). They
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found various medical documents  which-were checked by an Intelligence
- Team and by the Battalion Surgeon, revealing nothing of significant im-

portance. At 120CH, the 24 platoon of Company "HM found three NVA struc-
tures and two graves at (YD 179268). 2 NVA/K IA.,

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "E® at FSB Razor. Company "F"
at (YD 1061kk)e Cempany "G" at (YD 18116k) and Company "H"(=) at (YD 1hé-
187) and the 3@ Flatoocn at (YD 134213). At O750H, the lst squad, 2d pla-
toon of Company "E" found three sets of fresh footprints along the per-
imeter in the vicinity of (YD 14,5190). The patrol followed the foote
prints and checked the area with negative results, Company "F" received
fire from three NVA wearing green camouflsged utilities at (YD 105147).
When fire was returned, the NVA moved scuth. A search of LZ Dallas re-
vealed one blood puddle and mumerous punji stakes over the entire area.
Casualties were: 3 WIAE, resulting from punji stakes, 1 WIAE resulting -
from a gunshot wound and 1 NVA/XIA, Company "G" at 1230H, found two NVA
atructures in extremely good condition, with well constructed bunkers

- around the area at (YD 176166). At 0930H, Company "i" found a trail which

had several foot prints at (YD 140130). This trall ran parallel with FSB
Ragor's perimeter. The area was checked with negative results. The 3d
platoon of Company "G" found a comiunication line running from (YD 192166)
and (YD 189169) which continued to run in a southwest direction.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "E" at (10624Y). Company "E" at

(YD 102131). Company "G" at (YD 171165) and Company "H" passed OPCON to

9th Marine Regiment at 120CH, At 090CH, Company "F" made contact with

three to four enemy at (YD 100139). Elements of Company "F" assaulted the
enemy position and the enemy withdrew to the scuth. Results were: 2 USMC
WIAE and 3 USMC/WIANE. A temporary CP opened in the vicinity of (YD 106~

1LL) at 11L5H, after the CP and Company "E" conducted helilift from FSB Razor.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "F" at (YD 1061kk). Company "E" at
(1D 102131), Company "G" at (YD 171165) and Company "H" OPCON to $th Marine
Regiment. At 11L5H, Company "F* in the vicinity of (¥D 096136), had their
point elements receive sniper fire from approximately four NVA in a tree-
line. Fire was returned with M-16's and .6Cmm mortars. The Aerial Ob-
server on station called in a fixed wing and artillery. One USMC/WIAE.

A CH=53 helicopter received sniper fire from (YD 102146) while departing

the CP position. At 1610H, Company "E" had 2 platocns moving parallel

in the vicinity of (YD 10112%9). Each platoon made-contact with 8§ to 10

NVA with negative gesults. While checking the a.rea, cne platoon found and

dedtroyed bunkers,

‘24 Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "F' at (YD 1661uk). Caompany "E®

at (YD 102131). Company "G* at (YD 171165) and Company "H" is OPCON to
9th Marine Regiment. At 1145H, Company "F", in the vicinity of (YD 112-
136), found numerous booby traps on a trail and 1 punji pit with a booby
trapped claymore. At 162€H, Company"E" received sniper fire caming from
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the scuthwest in the vicinity of (YD 102129) to (YD 100128). Company "E"
returned fire, assaulted and seized the enemy position as the enemy head-
ed west. They fcund 11 NYA structures, which had L-shaned bunkers con-
nected by tunnels. Casualties were: L USMC/WIAE., Gear found included:

1 S%S, 1 AXK-L7 with 2 magazines and numerous documents and books weigh=
ing aporoximately 10 pounds, At 133CH, the 1lst Platoon of Company "F"

had light contact in the vieinity of (YD 108139). At 203CH, an LP from
Company "E" heard movement and noises in the vieinity of (YD 097131). The
LP fired claymores and received Chilom grenadesi“ A .60mn mortar mission
was fired on the grid with unknown results. 1 USMC/TIAE.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines € and the 2d Platoon of Company "F" at (YD 106-
14Y4). Company "F"(-) at (YD 105165). Company "E" at (YD 198130) and Com-
pany "G" at (YD 16L159). Company "H" 0°CON to 9th Narine Regiment. A%
080UH, an element of Company "F" crossed a log and stepped into a punji
pit at (YD 105145), resulting in 1 USMC/WIAE. The punji pit was destroy-
eds At 0915H, Company "#"(-) found a booby trapped M=26 grenade with the
pin pulled. A CeRation wire ran through the pinhole, across the trail

and was tied to a tree, The booby trap was destroyed at (YD 1051L8). At
0930H, Company "F*(=-) found an AntisAircraft site at (YD 105151) with 1
bunker and 1 hut, which were destroyed.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and the 2d Platoon of Company "F" at (YD 106~
1hl). Company "F"(=) at (YD 19816L4). Company "E" at (YD ©96127) and Com-
pany “G" at (YD 153136). Company "H" OCON to 9th Marine Regiment. At
0930H, the GCP reported that a medevac helicopter received small arms fire
from (YD 157148) while extracting medevacs from Company "G'. At 17L5H,

the 1st Platoon of Company "F" found a possible Anti-Aircraft or .Blmm
mortar position at (YD 094170). The foilage was cleared which provided
good fields of fire. After finding a possible ammnition storage bunker,

a further check of the area revealed negative results. Company "G" reporte:
ed a communications line running through (YD 161151), (YD 156126) and (ID

- 154145)s The line was severed and the area was checked with negative re-

sults.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP, 2d Platoon Company "F" at (YD 1061hh). Cam=
pany "F"(=) at (YD 09816L). Company "E* at (YD 196127) and Company "G" at
(YD 153136). Company "H" OPCON to 9th Marine Regiment. At OSLCH, Company
"E" received L, RPG rounds and L sniger rounds from (YD 102182). A blood ‘.
trail was found with fresh ®lood on surrounding trees. 1 NVA/KIA, 1 USMC/
KIA and 2 USMC/WIAE. At 1430H, the 1lst Squad cf 3d Platoon, Company "F°
Tound a deadfall, punji stakes and various small trails at (YD ©96169).
The deadfall and punji stakes were destroyed. At 15€0H, the 3d Platoon of
Company "F" found freshly used trails and animal traps at (YD 09716L).

The area was searched with no further results. At 1915H, Company "G"
found a 2 to 3 month old enemy area at (YD 158145). The area included 7
bunkers, 1 pit for a .6lmm mortar, 2 anti-aircraft sites oriented to the
north, 3 NVA structures, 2 tunnels, 1 grave and 3 punji pits., 1 NVA/KTA,.
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2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and 2d platoon of Company "F" at (10614L).
Company "E" at (YD 086128)s Company "F'(-) at (YD u96128). Company
uGn at (YD 153156) and Company "H" CPCUN to 9th Marine Repiment. At
1045H, Company "F"(-) found six huts which'were concealed in heavy ele-
phant grass and had been occupied four to seven days ago. The area was
searched with negative results. At 150CH, Company nFe () made contact
with five NVA concealed in huts and bunkers, Results were: L NVA/KIA
and 1 POW was captured, Gear found included: five M-16 magasines with
100 rounds, one US Army utility jacket, one US Army field jacket, two
NVA pouches, one ChiCem grenade pouch, one stretcher and five bunkers
with false bottomse

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and 2d platoon of Company "F" at LZ File.

Compeny "E" at (YD 079120). Company nge (=) at (YD €96165)e At 2LOBCCH,
9th Marine Regiment assumed QPCON of Campany "G" from 24 Battalion, 9th
Marines and passed 0”CON to 1lst Battalion, 9th Marines at same date time
group as above, Company "H" OfCON to 9th Marine Regiments The 2d pla-
toon of Company "E" made contact with a small force of five NVA while

searching 2 NVA structures and 5 bunkers at (YD 081121), The patrol re=

—turned fire and searched the area finding the following: 2 AK-L7 rifles,

23 May

7 AX-L7 magasines and L ChiCom grenades. 3 NVA/KIA, At 120CH, Company
"pt reported finding rice and assorted gear at (1D 082161), The items
were stored ‘on platforms two feet above the ground, Gear found was: 1é0
pounds of riee, three sets of utilities, two US covers, one UsS belt, as-
sorted eating utensils and money of unknowm origin. At 203CH, Company
"E" received ten reunds of élmm fire from (YD ©93118) with the rouds
falling short by 260 meters. Counter battery flre was immediately re=-
turned by 8lmm mortars and artillery with unknown results.

2d Battalion, $th Marines CP and 2d platoon cf Company WFr at LZ File.
Company "F"(-) at (YD 09616L). Company "E* at (YD 07912¢) with 1st pla~-
toon of Cempany "E" at (YD 681123), Company "G" is OPCON to lst Battal-
ion, 9th Marines and Company "H" is OPCON to 9th Marine Regiment. At
11L5H, in the vicinity of (YD 68L4125), the lst platoon of Company "E
found an old trail with footprints covered by leaves. At 130LH, the 2d
squad of the 2d platoocn, Company "E" fired upen two suspected NVA at
(YD 07612@), The area was checked with negative results. At 1L43CH, the
3d platoon of Company "F" found some dry blood puddles and a ®lood trail
tWo to three days old at (YD 093157)s The area was searched with neg-
ative results. At 1765H, Company "E" reported that elements of the 3d
platoon had scented ¥hat may have been an odor of G35 gas in the vicinity
of (YD 079120) The area was checked but presence of the gas was not
confirmed. A force of approximately six NVA abtacked the 2d platoon of
of Company "E" at 185CH in the vicinity of (D ©08112¢), The platoon re-
turned fire and called in 8lmm mortars and L.2 mortars with unknown re=

 sults. Casualties were: 1 USMC/KIA and 3 USMC/WIAE.
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' 2d Battalion, 9tk Marines CP and 2d platoon of Company "F* at L2 File,
 Company "P"(-) at 12 Dallas, Company "E* at (YD 679120). Company *O"

is OPCON te lst Battalion, $th Marines and Company "H" is OPCON to 9th
Marine Regiment. At 0855H, the 2d platoon of Company "E" made contact

" with an estimated force of five NVA resulting in 2 USMC/WIAE and 1 RVA

KIA. Detween the hours of lil0 and 1855, Cempany "E" agaln made contact
¥Ith spproximately 15 NVA at (YD €83116), Air, artillery and support-
ing arms were uged againat the enemy, Casualties weret: 1 WSMC and
3 USMC/WIAE. At 140¢H, Compeny "G" received light sniper Iire re

Tz in T WSMC/WIAE and 1 USMC/WIANE at (YD 193173). '

2d Battalicn, 9th Marines CP and the 2d plateen of Company wFr at LZ
File. Cempany "F"(-) at LZ Dallas, Caompany "E" at (YD 69412¢). Com-
pany "G" is OPCON te 1lst Battalion, 9th Marines and Company nHe ig OP=
CON to 9th Marine Regiment. Company "E" hed centact from 10458 to 12hSH
at (YD 074118) and (YD 06812k). Company "E" pursued the enemy for approx=
imately 600 meters. After the hill was secured, the area was checked
with negative results. Casualties were: 2 USMC/WIANE, 2 USMC/WIAE and
), NVA/KIA. At 1400H, the 3d platoon of Campany "F® found four fighting
Roles and four bunkers at (YD 105149). They also found a well used.
trail network running east and west with indications of use within the
last two to three days. The aree was checked with negative results.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and 2d Platoon of Cempany "pr at IZ File,
Company "F"(-) at LZ Dallas. Compeny "E" at (ID 168135), Company "G"
i OPCON to lst Battalion, 9th Marines and Company "H" is OFCON to 9th
Marine Regiment, Between the hours of 1116 and 1236, the 2d squad,,2d
platoon of Cempmny "G* made contact at (ID 222179), (XD 222180) and

(XD 220177) with three to five NVA, While pursuing the NVA, Company "G"
roﬁ beavy:blood trails and contact was re-established resulting in 3
NVA/KIAe :

At 2115H, the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines was relleved of the responsi-
bility of the Apache Snow area of operations, Operation Apache Snow
was officially terminated at 292400H. At 13L5H, Company "G" began a
helicopter lift to Vandegrift Cambat Base via FSB Razor. The 1ift

was completed at 1418H. Company "E" commenced their 1lift to Van-
degrift Combat Base at 1425H and completed it at 1716H. GCompany npe
commenced their 1ift to Vandegrift Combat Base at 153CH. The 1ift was .
completed at 1725H. 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP was established at
Vandegrift Combat Base at 1800H, Company "H" remained OPCON to 9th
Marine Regiment at FSB Razor.

2d Battalicn, 9th Marines CP, Companies "E', "F" and "G" located at
Vandegrift Combat Base preparing for upcoming operation Cameron Fallse
Company "H" 1<emains OPCON to 9th Marine Regiment at FSB Razor,.
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31 May 2d Battelion, 9th Marines CP, Companies "EM, "F® and "C* helo-assaulted te

FSB Whisman with the start of Operation Cameron Falls,

A1l moves were com=

pleted by 1308H, At 1640H, the last guns of "E" Battery, 2d Battalion, 12%h

Marines arrived and FSB Whisman was re-activated.

Effective at 123€H, 9th

Marine Regiment passed OPCON of Cdmpany "H" to 2d Battalion, 9th Marines,
Company "H" displaced from FSB Razor to Vandegrift Combat Base,

3e Training

- 8¢ When time and tactical situation permitted, the companies held classes on
a wide variety of General Military Subjects, fam fired all weapons and cross=tzain-

od Marines‘ for various jobs within the unit,

b. There were 128 personnel who received in country treop indoctrination in

accordance with Div0 1516,3D.
ce Formal schools attended by personnel were:

SCHOOL NO. DAYS 100, ATT,
Ammo Tech 21 Okinawa 2
NCO ‘ 21 Okinawa 1
SNCO 6 Quang Tri 2
Supply Accte é Panang 1
Land Mine 3 Quang Tri 2
Le Statistical breakdown by units of the operation action during the reporting
period. '
8. Activities FT. SQD.  PLT. ce.
oP hly
LP 150
Ambush LW . 3
Patrol 56 L9 37

Se Casualties and damage inflicted on the enemy

a« Personnel

(1) NVA KIA 32
(2) row ©
(3) Detainees 13

b. Weapons captured
(1) Ak-L7 12

" (2) sks 1
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(1) AX=L7 rounds 20,170
}2) R°G rounds Lty
(3) 61mm rounds , 2
(L) Grenade (fragmentation) 8
(5) Grenade (concussion) L
(6) Blasting Caps ) 60

de Structures Destroyed

(1) Huts 72 .
(2) Bunkers 31

e, Foodstuffs and Medical gear

(1) Corn 360 pounds
(2) Rice 650 pounds
(3) salt 15 pounds
(L) Tobacco 70 pounds

f. Misecellaneous

(l)ipigs 2
(2) Cloth 200 yards

6. Friendly Casualties’sustained during the reporting period.

(1) K12 3
(2) wra Lo
(3) pow 2
(L) NBC 199

T+ New Technigues Employed. None.

8. Equipment

a. The following is a report of the readiness of major items of comba
essential equipment: ‘

(1) Motor Trangport Allowance o/ OP/READY
M=37 h b 3
M=15141 : 20 19 17
M-274A2 30 26 21
M=101 L b L
M-}16 18 17 17
M=250 - 1 1 1l

- JOM=1 1l 1l 1l
M=14% 6 1 1
M-718 1l 0 (2}
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(2) Comunications

GGC-3
TCC=1)
URR-23
SB-22PT
PPS=5
KW=
MRC-83
MRC=87
MRC-1Q9
TGC=1LA
PRC-L1
PRC=47
PP=}567
GRC=125
PRC-25
AN/GRA=39
PU-3U48A/G
KY=38
TrS=-21

® UNELASSIFIET ¢

Allovance

—

[

n
O MON-INVIW NN RN NGV W R

N
o/ OP/READY
1 1
0 0
0 0
5 5
6 é
0 0
2 1
0 0
2 2
1 1
3 1
3 1
5 5
7 3
72 65
12 10
0 0
22 22
0 0

b, NMajor end items previously evacuated to higher echelon maintenance
facllitles that have nct been replaced.

(1) Motor Transport

M-37
M«15141
M-27LA2

(2) Communications

MRC~83
PRC=l41
PRC-25
AN/GRA-39

Battle Losses not replaced:

ITEM

Scabbards f/bayonets
.15 holsters
E=Tools

Ponches

Poncho liners
Helmets

Cup, Canteen
Machete

‘E=Tool Covers

Packboards

~ Haversacks

QUANTITY
1
1
1

QUANTITY

N U]

QUANTITY
35
12
31
116
100
15
85
Lk
LS

L5
b3

III-11
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Strap, Suspender 160
- Alr mattress . 107

Cartridge Belts - 87

Canteens 105

Flak Jackets . 8s

CP Tent 1

QP Tent ' 1l

Gas Mask 19

9. Legisties ’

8 Supply and Distributden

(1) Force Logistie Suppert Breup Brave was the primary source of resupply
and maintenance for the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines.

v Resupply

o (1) Resupply figures by class, of the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines are as
~ follows: _

CLASS POUNDS
I 217,378
o 3,776
oI , 4,157
v 22,507
\ 113,609

(2) Total resupply figures for OPCON Battalions are as follows: None,

(3) Hot meals were provided by the Battalion rear, located at Vandegrift
Combat Base, to the Battalion in the field as the tacticel situation permitied.

. ¢e¢ Transportation

(1) Surface transportation utilised Route #1, between Quang Tri and Dong
Ha and Route #9, between Dong Ha and Vandegrift Combat Base.

(2) There are eight vehicles that are deadlined with 7@ vehicles operation-
al. _

(3) 24 Flatoon, Company "C", 3d Motor Transport Battalion was in support
of the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines on a request basis.

(L) Air transportation was provided by Task Force Hotel fram MAG=-36 and
MAG=59. During this period, aircraft for resupply, medevacs, scheduled troop lifts,
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emergency medevacs and emergency resupoly was adequate, The movement of passengers
and mail on an unscheduled basis is unsatisfactory. Some arrangements should be
made on a weekly basis for the Battalion to have a scheduled passenger and mail run.
The number of man hours lost by all larines of all ranks, while walting on the LS4,
is above acceptable levels,

(5) A‘total of 17h.h tons of resupply was moved by helicopters during May.

de Engineer Support

(1) Company "C", 3d Engineer Battalion provided direct support to 2d Bate
talion, Sth Marines. The engineer support for this period has been satlsfactory.

ee Service Situation

(1) This Battalion uscd showers, bakery, ice and laundry services located
at Dong Ha and Vandegrift Combat Base.

o (a) Electrical power supply was provided by MAG=39 at Vandegrift Com-
bat Base. ‘
fe Supply Situation

(1) Statistical data of priority 02 requisitions

(a) 15 priority 02 requisitions unfilled at the end of April.
(b) 17 priority 02 requisitions unfilled during May.

(¢) 9 priority 02 requisitions completed during Maye

(d) 23 priority 02 requisitions unfilled at the end of May.

(2) Pr:.oritl 02 requisitions unfilled consists of the: following general
catergories.

(a) Communications, T/E items and repair parts.
(b) Motor Transport repair parts.

(¢) Engineer end items.

(d) General supply,

(e) Ordnance repair partse

ge Medic al

(1) Casualties requiring treatment beyond the organic RAS and BAS were e=
vacuated to Company "C", 3d Medical Battalion located at Vandegrift Cambat Base end
to 3d Medical Bat.talion located at Quang Tri Cambat Base,

10, Civiec Action, None.

11, Psychological Warfare. None. | ﬂrm e
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12. Persemnel and Administration

Personnel

(1) Enlisted MOS shortages

MS RANK SHORTAGES
0122 : B/h : 1
0311 E/5=-B/4=E/3 1
o141 /5 2
@331 - E/S-eA 18
o341 E/B 3
0351 B/5-B/h 12
0369 E/6 7
o431 7. 1l
o848 BT - 1
2111 E/4-E/3 2
2311 E/h 1
2511 B/3=E/2 7
2531 E/u~E/2 3
2533 E/3-E/2 L
2542 B/L 2
2591 E/8 1
3041 E/7-E/l 4
3361 E/7 1
3516 R/7-E/S 2
5711 E/5> 1
5931 E/S 1

(2) Rotation during the month (CONES)

MC OFF MC ENL NAVY OFF NAVY ENL

2 38 ) 3

(3) Replacement received during the month

MC OFF MC ENL NAVY OFF NAVY ENL

é _115. 0 7

(L) Casualties: 3 KIA; LO WIA; 2 DOW; 199 NBC.

(5) Pramotions:

letSgt  CySgt  Ssgt  Sgt  Opl
0 ) 2 1 113
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(6) Awardss Silver Star
Bronge Star
Purple Heart
Navy Commendation
Navy Achievement
Viets Cross of Gallantry
|

evie R mw

be Administration

(1) Special Services

(2) Discipline:
(a) Court Martials: Completed Pending

GCM © 1l

SPCM é 3

SCM 1 1
2

(b) Battalion Commanders Office Hours:
(¢) Compeany Coomanders Office Hours: 18

(3) Marine PX and Pogtal Affairs

(a) PX. Facilities are-adequate.
~ (w) Postal. Postal services between Division and 2¢ Battalion, 9th
Marines rear was satisfactory; the mail room was moved to Vandegrift Combat Rase
from Quang Tri to impreve the system of sending the mail to the troops in the fielde

(4) Chaplain Services

(a) During the month of May, the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines Chaplain
held frequent Protestant Divine Services at the Company positions. Catholic Di-
vine Services were conducted at Vandegrift Cambat Base Wy the Regimental Chaplain,

13, Intelligence

a. Osneral information. 2d Battalion, 9th Marines area of epsrations was lo-
cated along ohe of the enemy's main supply and infiltration routes from Laes inteo
Quang Tri Province and Thua Thien Province. This infiltration route is in the
Southern portion of the Da Kreng River Valley. '

be Operation Apache Snow., Some of the more important intelligence aspects
of this operaiion included further investigation of a L strand copmunication line
in the southern portion of the area of operations leading in a northeast direction
toward Base Area 10l This commnication line is well develeped and maintained and
also utilized as a high speed trails Other importent aspects were to determine if
the enemy has refurbished previous captured caches or re=opened the site of the 8dth
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?:Leld Hospital in the A Dang area (ID 125153), determine enemy routes of entry into
the area, current enemy locations, d:hspositi.on of anemy arti]lery and identifying
new LZ's to be used at future dates. , :

c« HIZ's and FSB'se .During Operation Apache Snow, the _Ba.ttalion utilised six
HLZ's and one FSB. ; :

d. Analysis. This operation determined the fact that NVA forces are still in
the objective area, Wut in minimal force. Interrogation of Bru villagers revealeéd
that the enamy never returned in force after Operation Dewey Canyon.

The communication line running from Laos to Base Area 101 was found o be op-
erated and repaired in areas where it had been cut during the previous operation.
"Although it was cut again in many places, it is believed that it will be repaired
and operational again as soon as friendly forces leave the area.

Although a few caches were discovered, they are believed to be ones that we
overlooked during Operation Dewey Canyon. Beca.uae no new caches were discovered,
it reinforces the statements given by the Bru concerning the lack of enemy activity
in this area. The site of the 88th Field Hospital was found in the same condition
as it was left in February.

It is very evident that this area is capable of supplying the enemy with vass
amounts of food stuffs, On 14 May, Company "G" found one cultivated area covering
700 meters. This field contained such foods as peanuts, potatoes, corn, bananas,
melons, pineapples, peppers and tobacco. A request was forwarded to Regimental S-2
for the defollation of this area. As long as this area can be used to supply enenty
troops with food staples it will continue to be of value to them. If the area could
be defoliated or controlled adequately it would put trememdous pressure on the enemy's
Jogistical system. ‘ v

_lh. Air Support

a., Fixed Wing Support

: (1) Fixed wing support was average, due to the minimum supply and avail-
ability., All fixed wing was requested through Regimental Air NET and A.Q, control-
led due to poor UHF communications. Fixed wing missions consisted of both preplane
ned and irmediate request. The average reaction time was 50 minutes when fixed wing
was availabls, '

£a) 27 tactical air observation missions were flown with mmerous A.0.'s
on station for short periods when calling artillery fires, ad;usting mortar fires or
when units were. in contatct.

(b) 16 close air support missions were flown.

(¢) 11 T.P.Q. missions were flown.

(d) 2 flare ship missions were flown.

b. CAS Bomb Damage Assessment

(1) 1 xBA

 (2) 9 bunkers destroyed

11116
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(3) L sustained fires.

ce Helicopter sugp_ort

(1) “Hellicepter support, although restricted by bad weather and availlabil-’
ity of helicopters, was greatly improved previous operations in this area. ‘

(a) 6 tactical 1ifts were accomplished lifting 3,591 personnel.

(b) 37 medevac missions were flown evacuating 72 personnels

(¢) 7 C&C missions were flown. Additionally, 9th Marines supported
2d Battalion, 9th Marines with thelr aircraft on several occasions.

ofe Support_g Fires

(1) 24 Battalion, 9th Marines received direct artillery support from 2d
Battalion, 12th Marines during Operation Apache Snow., 105mm direct support was
provided by Batteries "E" and "F" while "W" Battery provided direct support with
4s2 inch mortars. General support was prowided by a 3d Provisional Batiery of 155
Howltzers,

(2) Nature of targets fired included: NVA in open, active enemy mortars,
blocking fires, enemy snipers, bunkers, H&I's and TOT!'s. -

"(3) Artillery support for this period was timely, accurate and effectives -
- (4) Total rounds expended wére: 5,027 HE and 197 WP,

16, Cammunications and Electronics

- ae (mmerale The coammunications platoon was divided: into three sections dur=-
ing the month. The rear section consisting of approximately 12 men; 5 wiremen, L
men for the message center, 1 radio operator and 2 techmiclans. All shops were
moved and consolidateds Preparations were made for the FMF PAC inspection which
resulted in a rating of satisfactory with minor descrepancies. The S-4 at Vande-
- grift Combat Base was supported by 6 men fram the communications platoon. The re-
~ mainder of this platoon provided cammunications in support of the Battalion in the
field on Operation Apache Snow,

be Wire, During the month of May, normal wire was used at Quang Tri and
Vandegrif? Combat Base. Wiremen with the Battalion in the field installed an SB=-27
and 1l lines on FSB Razor; two hot lines fram the Battalion COC to the Regimental
COC; one-line to the Regimental Carmanding Officer; one line to 8lmm mortars, “F"
Battery, 2d Battalion, 12th Marines, Artillery FDC, Company "E* Command Post and
each Company "E' platoon, The wiremen alsc provided C, P, internal lines to the
} ,
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Conmanding Officer, S=-1 and the S-3 using one mile of wire, EE-8's and TA-l"s were
installed in this system. At LZ File, one switbhboard SB-‘&Q._ was used and temporsT
1ines were laid. Two hot lines were used from Battalion to the 8lmm mortar FoQ amu
Le? inch mortar FDC. An SB-22 was set up at 2d Platoon, Company "F" Comnand “oss
with a line running to the Battalion COC and to the security post around the CCCe
Crosstraining of 2511's and 2931's was started on 18 May 1969.

Wil

c. Radlo., Normal radio commmnications was established at all Battalion lo-
cations. Log periodic and field expediant antennas were used at the Battalion CP.
A PRC=L7 and a PRC=l] were used at FSB Razor and FSB File, but were sent back to
Quang Tri due to lack of BB h5l's and interference.

de. Message Center, The message center processed 837 incoming and L1 oute
going messages, Normal shackles and brevity code deliveries were made to the fisid,

Approximately 472 radio messages were processed by the Battalion Message Center at
Quang Tri on the Battalion Administration Net.

-
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= gth Mar. Regt,
‘ frutrol No, ‘3 39 - GQ y
q o e *oN TOf4tuby
MBey - A
HEADQUARTERS

2d Battalion, 9th Marines
3d Marine Division (Rein),FMF
FPO San Francisco, California, 96602

3:DRM:drm
5750
1l June 1969

" o0/$T7T-6T

Fron: Commanding Officer

To:
VIA:

Subj
Ref:

1.‘
2,

3.

lie

Cormanding General, 3d Marine Divisdon
Cormanding Officer, 9th Marines

: Combat Operation After Action Report

(a) Maps: (1) Thon Doc Kinh, Sheet 6248 I 1: so,ooo
(2) Ba Long, Sheet 6442 III 1:50,000
(3) Sa Moi lin, Sheet 6341 I 1:50,000
. (4) A Luoi, Laos, Sheet 6Lhl IV 1 50,000
~ (b) 9th Marines Operation Order 4=69
(¢) Divo 3100,1D

CODR NAME. Operation APACHE SNOW

DATES OF OPERATION, 07 May 69 through 29 May 69

LOCATION. South Western Quang Tri Provimce, in the Southern Da Krong Valley.

TASK ORGA.NIZA'TION

‘ 2d Battalion, $th Merines (Rein) LtCol G. C. FOX
H&S Company - Capt R. H. SUTTON -
Company "E" Capt = D. K. SHOGKEY
Company "F® : lstlt J. L. GANGWER
Company "G* _ 1stLt J, M, HORW
Company "H" lstLt A+ L. GUINS
2d Platoon, Cempany "C", 3d Engineer Bn 1stLt C. G. NEIL

Battalion, 12th Marines during: Operation Apache Snow, 105mm direct auppor’t. wasv

Det. HST, 3d Shore Party Battalion )
Det. Scout Sniper, Headquarters Company, 9th Marine Regiment
Det. EOD Tm., Headquarters Battalion

Det. Scout Dog Platoon, lst‘ Military Police Battalion

“SUPPORTING PORCES

a. ARTILLERY
(1) 24 Battalion, 9th Marines received direct artillery support from 2d

oy Tof 1 0o
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provided by Batteries "E", "D" and "F* while "W" Battery provided direct support
with 4.2 inch mortars. General support was provided by a 3dProvisionsl Battery of
155 Howitzers. ‘

(2) Nature of targets fired were: NVA in open, active enemy mortars,
blocking fires, enemy snipers, bunkers, H&I's and T0T*s.

(3) Artillery support during the entire operation was ’oihely, accurate,
and effective,

(4) Total rounds expended were: 5,027 HE and 197 WP.
be AIR SUPPORT

(1) Fixed wing support was adequate on the few occasions that the tactical
gituation dictated employment of this weapon. All fixed wing was requested through
the Regimental Air Net and AQ controlled due to poor UHF communications. Fixed
wing missions consisted of both preplanned and immediate request., The averags
reaction time was 50 minutes when fixed wing was available.

{2) Fixed wing support consisted of :

a. 16 close air support missions.

be 11 TCP.Q. missions.

Cce 27 tactical air observation missions were flown with numerous AQ's:
on station for short periods when calling artillery fires, adjusting mortar fires
or when units were in centact.

de 2 flare ship missions.

(3‘-) CAS Baub Damage Assessment

as 1 KBA,

bs 9 bunkers.

¢. L sustained fires.

ce AIR SUPPORT (HELICOPTER)

(1) Helicopter support, although restricted by bad weather and avail-
abllity of helicopters, was vastly improved over previcus operations in this area.

8. 6 tactical 1lifts (3,591 personnel).

b. 37 medevac missions (72 peraonnel) This does not ineclude personnel
evacuated on resupply helicopters. : :
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ce 7 G4 missions. Additicnally, 9th Marines supported 2d Battalion,
9th Marines with their C&C aircraft on several occasions.

6. INTELLIGENCE

&, QCeneral Doscrl;rat:\.on of the Area. 2d Battalion, 9th Marines A0 was located
along one o enemy's ation routes from Laos into Quang Tri Province.
and Thua Thien Province, iniths area of the southern portion of the Da Krong River
Valley. ' }

be Terrain Fu'burea. This area is characteriud ¥y heavily disected mountains
and ro ey terrain features in this area include FSB Razer (YD 14,2187),
IZ Dallas %m 092136) and EA11 1175 (YD 109098).

v-ﬂmt-h

ce Trafficability. Multi-canopied, dense undergmth covers the steep slopes
and non-aligned rmgines largely prohibit use of crestlifies or intermediate ridge

lines for movement. However, scme hills have well established trails already on
them affording quick movement for small units,

de Avenues of Approache The A Shau Valley is the main avenwa of approach into
this area, running northwest and southeast. Movement in a northerly or easterly di-
rection is best accemplished by traveling in the numerous steep-ridged river valleys.
One rather important enemy avenue of appraoch is a high speed trail that accampanies
a telephone/telegraph line which runs in a southwest-northeast diraction from Laos
into Quang Tri Province,

e. Stream Fording Points, Although there were many st.reams and water sources.
in this area, only the Da Krong River required a fording point to cross safely. Ome
crossing is located at (YD 113125), This croasing is wide enough for troops to cross

and is made of rock outcroppings.

£ Vegtg‘tation. The mountain tops consiste of multiecanopied forest with various
degrees o ergrowth, The valley floors vary from wide open cultivated areas to
areas thick with elephant grass, brush and scrub trees. The cultivated areas cone
tained many food staples including corn, tobacco, bananas, peppers and wild potatoes.

ge Road and Trail Conditions. There were no roads in the Battalion's AD, but
there were two roads in the adjacent area to the south, These were Route 922I and
Route 922, Both roads had hard-packed soil surfaces and ranged between 15 to 20 feet
wide. Aerial Observer reports indicated thd the roads were sustaining light to mode
erate vehicular activity. Trails in the area were generally in good condition, al-
lowing for fast deployment of small units. The trail that accampanied the communi-
cation line appeared to be sufficiently maintained and capable of allowing high speed
courier service between enemy base areas.

he HIZ's. The following is a list of HIZ's and FSB's used during this operation.
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NAME ' COORDINATES v CAPACITY
1Z Firefly ¥D 098206 1 CH=L6
1Z Ginger 1D 157145 ‘ 1 CR=h6
12 Hamster : YD 153138 _ 1 CH-L6
1Z File YD 1061L) 1 CH=53
12 Oakland : - YD 080122 1 CH-L6
1Z Dallas : YD 101139 1 CH=53
1Z Razor - YD 143183 .1 CH=53

" i, Enemy Forces Encountered. Both the NVA and VC (Bru) were encountered on
this operat%on. The NVA were from units subordinate to the 559th Transportation
Group and the VC were just local Bru hamlet guard type guerr_illas.

(1) Strength, All of the contacts were with smaller than platoon-size
units and the majority of these contacts were with no more than 3 to 5 men.

(2) Type Weapons & l@uigent. Enemy weapons encountered during this op-
eration ranged from the us individual weapons such as AK-47 assault weapons,
SKS semi-automatic rifles and early Soviet carbines. %0: new/modified weapons
discovered,during this operation. One was a Soviet (AKM) assault rifle similiar
to the AK=47, only lighter and without & chrome bolt. The most noticible differ-
ence was a pistol grip on the fore stock molded or carved fram the same wood piece
as the fore stock. The magazines found with the weapon were made of a light metal
alloy. The second item was a concussion grenade that was seen for the first time
by members of this coomamd., The top part was a metal cylinder three inches in dia=
meter and four inches long with three orange bands running around its middle. It
has a wooden handle containing the firing pin and a safety pin. By pulling the
safety pin out, raising the cylinder from the wooden handle one half an inch, then
letting it snap back in place it is then ready to throw. The top and the bottom
of the metal cylinder is grooved, This will allow them to be screwed together for
added power. (See Illustration) ’

(3) Type Uniforms, 3 variety of uniforms were observed and same captured
during this operation. ror -the most part, the regular greem NVA issue utilities
were the most common, Other clothing captured and/or seen on enemy soldlers con-
sisted of dark (charcoal) gray utilities, dark brown utilities and a light gray-
green khaki shirt. The most interesting piece of captured clothing was a camou-
flaged NVA utilipy shirt and a blue-black beret. These items were forwarded to '
Regimental S-2. '

(L) Age of KIA's. The estimated average age of the enemy killed in action
was late teens and early twenties.

(5) Tactics Useds During this operation, the enemy employed his usual
attacks by fire but was determined to remain out of any extended contact with
friendly forces. Sm".pe‘r fire and booby traps were the most common of the contacts.
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Jo g?y Fortifications, The following 1s a list of enemy fortificatiems and
structures destroyed during this operation.

Huts 72
~ Bunkers -3

" The average bunker size was 6 feet x 5 feet x | feet, with an R-Frame comstructiom,
heavily built end well camouflaged with dirt, rocks, and local vegetation. The
bunkers ranged in age from two weeks to six months,

ke Remarks. The following is a list of observatiens/conclusions derived from
this operaﬁ"on. '

(1) It was very evident that this area is capable of supplying the enemy
with vast amounts ¢f feodstuffs. ie. On 10 May, Company "G* found a heavily cul-
tivated field of My ( A Vietnamese food plant) in the vieinity of (YD 124160) capa~
ble of sustaining fifty troops for one month. Again on 1l May Company "G* found
a vast aultivated area vieinity (YD 1615) containing such foods as peanuts, pota-
toes, corn, bananas, melons, pineapples, peppers and tobacco. This area covered
approximately seven hundred meters and was estimated to be capable of sustaining 300
nen for one yeare. A request was forwarded to 9th Marines S-2 concermidg- the possi-
ble defoliation or destruction of this area by air,

(2) An attempt was made to relocate a group of Bru who were reported to be
living in this area. This information came from a Bru Hoi Chanh who rallied during
Operation Dewsy Canyen. The Hoi Chanh claimed that he was a village chief and that
some of his people still remained in the area including one wife and some children.
According to the Hoi Chanhg his people are tired of living in caves, going hungry,
being forced to work for the NVA and getting shot and bombed at by the Americans.
~It was decided that if the Bru in the area could be persuaded to0 rally and agree to
. be resettled, this would serve two important purposes. (1) The information gained
from these people on enemy activity, cache locations and lines of communications
would be invaluable. (2) By relocating these people, we would be denying the ememy
guides, laborers, food sources and VC cadre. A meeting arranged between the Heli
Chanh and his people through a PsyOps broadcast resulted in thirteen detainees and
the following information: There has beem no major move:: by the NVA to reildaate or
re-ostablish in the southern Da Krong River Valley area after Operation Dewey Can=
"yone The remainder of the Bru living in this area had migrated to the north when
it was apparent that the American forces were roming into the area again. One sube
stantlal ammo cache was discovered after the patrel leader had been briefel on its
probable location frem informmation gained from the Hol Chanh. '

(3) One plateon sizme patrol came across five ememy troops dressed in USMC
camouflaged utilities and camouflaged bush hats. The enmmy soldiers, armed with
M-l's, M=2 carhines and Soviet SK3's, were mistaken at first for friendly treops.
A scout/dog team was the first to respond to the enemy causing the mistake to be
lnown to alle It is believed that the enemy acquired these uniforms from the trash
pits on abandoned friendly positions. '
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(L) The overall conclusion is that the enemy has nei bothered to re-estabe
14sh his bases or caches in the Apache Snow area although he does continue te keep
troops in the area for various reasons, The mimmber of treeps is well below what it

used to be., This area centimues to be a potentially lncrative piece of terrsin for
- the enemy and should be subject to periodioc inspections.

7o MISSION. 2d Battalion, 9th Marines on D-Day minus 8 conduct heliborne assault
into LZ Massachusetts, secure snd re-activate FSB Raser and commence RIF operations
in assigned area of operations to kill, capture or destrey the enemy, his supplies
and equipment, ' ,

8. CONCEPT OF OPERATION. On 7 May 1969, the 2d Battalien, 9th Marines helolifted
to FSB Razor to commence Operation Apache Snow. The battalion had the mission eof
expanding end re-activating the FSB and to conduct RIF eperations to the east, west
and souths The initial cencept was to displace Company "G® to the south to inter-
dict a major enemy LOC ard capture enemy personnel ioc determine the enemy's dispe-
sition and intentions. Company *H" conducted RIF eperations east with a secondary
mission of selecting a suitable position tc block enemy movemepp from the A Shau
Valley north toward Base Area 101, Company "F* moved west to the Da Krong Mver .
then south to determine if the enemy had re-occupied installations captured during
Operation Dewey Canyon in February 1969, Company "E" was assigned the security ef
the FSBe By 15 May, the decision was made to emphasize RIF operations to the west,
Company "F® was tasked with securing a suitable CP and L4.2 inch mortar site, in the
vicinity of 12 Dallas. On 17 May 1969, Campany "H" relieved Company "B en FSB Ra=
“zor and Company "E" with the Battalion CP and H&S (=) helolifted to 1Z File whioh
had been secured by Company "F" with the emphasis of movement shifted to the west
and southwest. Company “F? operated to the west of LZ File., Company "R® oparated
southwest of LZ File, Compsny "G" began RIF operations southwest along the enemy
10C. On 2l May 1969, Company "G" was chopped OPCON to 1st Battalion, 9th Marines.
On 28 May 1969, withdrawal of forces from the Apache Snow area commenced., Cempany
"G* returned OPCON to 2d Battalion, 9th Marines and Compsny "B, Ist Battalion, 9th
Marines was OPCON 1o 2d Battalion, 9th Marines while closing down and being extrast=-
ed from FSB Erskine., On 17 May 1969, Company "H" was ghopped OPCON to 9th Marine
Regiment for the remaimder of the operation. On 29 May 1969, 24 Battalion, 9th Mae
rines (~) terminated Opwration Apathe Snow at 1200H and was helo-lifted to Vandegrift
Cambad Bgses On 31 May 1969, Company "H" deactivated FSB Rasor, returned to Vande-
grift.Cambat Base and chopped OPCON to 2d Battalion, 9th Marines,

9. EXECVTION

€7 May Company “E" oondwoted 3 FT LP's and 3 FT OP's,
Company "F* conducted 1 Co, patrol and 2 FT LP's, .
Company "G" conducted 1 Co. patrel, 1 Co.(=) smbush, 1 platoon smbush and

Company "H" conducted 1 Coe patrol and 2 FT LP's,

Company "E" commenced 1ift ak 1035H to FSB Rasore The lift was completed
at 11254, Cempany "H® commenced 1lift at 1187H to (YD 155194). The lift
was campleted at 1125H. At same date time greup as above, Comaand Grewp
Alpha began 1lift to FSB Raser, At 121CH, Command Group Alpha completed
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09 May

10 May

. . !

their 1ift and Company "F" commenced their 1ift to FSB Razor. Ceompany "F*
campleted their 1ift at 1325H, At 1245H, Campany "F* moved from FSB Razor
to (YD 128186)., Company "G" commenced lift at 1310H and completed it at
1353H. At 1335H, Command Group Bravo arrived at FSB Razor, At 161GH, ar-
tillery guns arrived and FSB Razor was re-activated at 1720H,

Company "E" conducted 3 FT LP's, 3 FT OP's, 3 squad ambushes and 2 Co. pa-
trols,

Company "F? conducted 2 FT LP's and 1 Co, patrol,

Company "G" conducted 1 Co, patrol, 1 p]atoon patrol, 1 squad ambush and

2 FT LP's,

Company "H" conducted L squad patrols, L FT LP's and 2 platoon patrels.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "E" at FSB Razor. Company "F" at
(ID 122190), Company "G* at (YD 128172) and Company "H" at (YD 161198).
Company "F" found an extensive trail network and bunker complex at (YD 126~
185), Trails leading to cultivated fields were found and seemed not to
have been used within the last two to four weeks. It was believed to be a
food storage area for a Battalion sige unit,.

Company "E" conducted 2 FT LP's, 1 squad patrol and 3 FT OPts,
Company "F" conducted L FT LP's, and 1 Company patrol.

Company "G" conducted 1 platoon patrol, 1 squad patrol and 2 FT LP's.
Company "H® conducted 2 platoon patrols, 1 squad patrol and 1 FT LP.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "E" at FSB Razor. Company "F" at
(YD 119187)s Company "G" at (YD 128173) and Company "H" at (YD 161198).

At 12158, Company "F" found 3 torn down huts, 1 incomplete bunker and nume
erous trails leading in all directions in the vicinity of (YD 121186). At
1145H, the 3d Platoon of Company "H" found 1 NVA structure LO feet X 15
feet a.nd 1 storage chamber L4 feet X é feet in poor condition. Both struct-
ures were destroyed. .
Company "E" conducted 3 FT OP's and L FT LP's.

Compeny "F" conducted 4 FT L2t!s,

Company "G" conducted 1 Company patrol and 2 FT LP's,

Company "H" conducted 2 FT LP's, 2 platoon patrols and 1 squad patrol.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "E* at PSB Razor., Company "H" at
(ID 162197). The 2d Flatoon of Company "H" at (YD 175195). Company "G" at
(YD 135152) and Company "F® at (YD 120188), At 090uH, Company "GM found

1 fighting hole, 15 incoming holeé and 1 spider hole about 3 months old at
(YD 131153). Also found were 10 old troop huts which could accomodate 160
troops. Gear found included: U4 flashlight batteries, 1 cc vial, sterile
water and 8 empty vials., At 1215H, Company "G" made contact with approx-
imately 10 to 15 NVA at (YD 13716v). Company "G" pursued with A0 on station.
A0 spotteda 2 NVA in the open at (Yu 155160), calling in rixed wing on both
areas with results unknown. At 1230H, Company "F" found 1 NVA living structe
ure 10 feet X 6 feet X 8 feet and 1 drying hut with trails running east,
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13 May

northeast anc¢ south. Cear found and destroyed included: 300 pounds of
corn, 4O pounds of tobacco, 2 black shirts, 1 US helmet, assorted metal
bowls and 1 NVA metal furnel. At 18uUH, the 2d rlatoon of Company "H"
found a harbor site at (YD 172192) and heard movements fram the area as
they approached. Found were 1 NVA haversack, fresh cut banana stalks, 8
jungle hammack huts and 2 NVA bodies, 1 week or less old. 2 NVA/KIA.
The area was checked thoroughly with negative results.

Company "E® conducted L FT LP's and 3 FT OP's.

Company "F" conducted 1 Company patrol and 2 FT LpP's,

Company "G" conducted 1 Company patrol, 2 FT LP's and 1 squad ambush.
Company "H" conducted 2 squad patrols, > FT LP's and 1 8quad night ambush.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "E" at FSB Razor. Company "F® at
(YD 123165)e Company "G" at (YD 1uL153) and Company "E" at (YD 17u2u3).
At 0825H, Company "G" in the vicinity of (YD 139156) received ten to fif=:
teen rounds of machine gun fire from (YD 140147). No casualties were sus-
tained. Company "G" found a well developed area at place of contact de-
scribed above, Well constructed huts, bunkers, tunnels and one NVA pack
with uniforms and miscellaneous documents were among the items found., A
Command and Control helicopter will be required to pick up the documents
when a landing zone is established. : ‘

Company "E" conducted 1 platoon patrol, h FT LP's and 3 FT OP's.

Company "P" conducted 1 Co. patrol, 1 FT LP and 2 squad patrols.

Campany "G" conducted 1 Co. patrol.

Company "H" conducted 2 platoon patrols, 1 Co. patrol, 5 FT LP's and 1 pla-
toon ambush, :

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "E" at FSB Razor. Company "F"

at (YD 122156). Company "G" at (YD 166152) and Company "E" at (YD 161198).
At 1200H, Company "G" in the vicinity of (YD 15215L) found a fresh blood
pool in impact area of 60mm fire this a. m. Blood soaked utilitles were
found with gaping back wounds and wounds in the right arm. Enemy helment
and canteen had several shrapnel holes. A bloody NVA officer's belt was
also found. A scout (Kit Carson) identified the officer as an NVA Secénd
Lieutenant, 1 NVA/KTA. At 1LOCH, the 2d platoon of Company "E* found an
eneny ammunition dump and several bunkers at (YD 148178), This patrol was
briefed with information derived from intelligence received from a Bru
Chieu Hoi. At 1L30H, Company "G* found a tangé} power line and hut come
plex. The path of the power line runs fram the main power line to the hut
area. At 1630H, Company "H" surprised approximately 15 to 20 NVA at (YD-
183212), The 2d platoon initiated contact and saw 2 NVA fall, Other NVA
trotps dregged the fallen bodies into a ravine. 2 NVA/KIA.

Company "E® conducted 1 platoon patrol, 1 squad patrol and L4 FT LP's.
Campany "F* conducted 1 platoon patrol, 2 squad patrols and 1 FT LP.

Campany "G" conducted 1 Co, and 1 platoon patrol, »
Company "H" conducted 2 platoon patrols, 1 squad patrol and 3 FT OP's,
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2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Campay "E at FSB Razor. Company PR at
(YD 122156). Company "G" at (YD 165159) and Company "H" at (YD 161198).

At 1100H, the 2d Platoon of Company "F¥ found 1 NVA structure with signs

of use within the last 3 to 4 days. 1 ChiCom claymore was found and taken
apart. At (ID 175205), the 1lst Flatoon of Company "H" made brief contact
with the enemy resulting in 2 NVA/KIA. At 130uH, the same patrol spotied

6 NVA at (YD 174202), opened Iire and swept the area after seeing two NVA
fall. The NVA were wearing camouflaged utilities and bush hats identical
to our own, 2 NV, . Company "G" reported that the area at (YD 165160)
is heavily va and could sustain 300 enemy for a period of 1 year.
As much food was destroyed as the situation permitted. At (YD 166162), )
Company "G" received 7 to 10 sniper rounds. A patrol checked the area with
negative results, '

Company "E" conducted 1 platoon patrol, 3 FT OP's and L4 FT LP's.
Company "F* donducted 1 platoon patrol, 1 squad patrol 2 squad ambushes
and 1 FT LP,

Company "G" conducted 1 Company patrol, 1 platoon patrol, 2 FT LP'8 and
2 squad ambushes.

Company "H" conducted 2 platoon patrols, 2 squad patrols and L FT LP'8.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company WE" gt FSB Razor. Company "F" at
(ID 122156). Company "G" at (YD 1714155) and Company "H" at (YD 161198).
Campany "G" received 20 to 30 rounds of autcmatic fire from SO meters south
of the lines. The fire was réturned with M-16's and an M-79. The area was
checked with negative results. At 1CUUH, Company "G" found 3 NVA structures
at (YD 167163). Documents were found saying that 100 to 20V rifles were
buried in that area. Other gear found included: 1 M19Lh with bayonet, 1

AK magazine, % pound ChiCom C-l with an 8 inch time fuse, 1 crossbow with
quiver and 30 woven baskets.

Campany "E" conducted L FT LP's, 2 squad patrols and 1 platoon patrol.
Company "F" conducted 3 FT OP's and 1 Company patrol.

_Company "G" conducted 1 Company patrol, 1 FT LP and 2 squad parols.

Campany "H® conducted L FT OP's, 1 platoon patrol and 3 squai patrols.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "E" at FSB Razor. Company #F® at
(YD 111153). Company "G" at (YD 182154) and Company "H" at (YD 163198).
At 104SH, Company "G received 5 rounds of small arms fire from 2 bare-
footed enemy in the vicinity of (YD 178157). Company "G" returned the fire
and pursued with negative results but sustained 1 routine WIA. Company "G*
had 1light contact with the enemy at (YD 173155), (YD 177156], (ID 178157),
(YD 182158), (YD 181160) and (YD 179162) between 1000H and 1630H, 2 USMC/
WIAE and 6 USMC/WIANE. The enemy used hit and run delaying tactics, uti=
Tizing small ams fire. 3 NVA/KIA's were reported and 2 new AK-L7's were
found. At 1400H, the 2d Platoon of Company "E" reported finding a field
hospital at (YD 150182). They found medical instructions which were check-
ed by Intelligence and by the Battalion Surgeon with negative results. At
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1200H, the 2d Platoon of Company "H" found 3 NVA structures and 2 graves
at (YD 179208). A good trail was found running north from above the grid.
The structures were burned and 2 NVA/KIAfs were reported.

16 May Company "E" conducted 3 pla toon patrols, U FT LP's and 3 FT OP's.
Company "F" conducted 1 Company patrol and 2 FT LP's.
Company "G" conducted 2 platoon patrols, 2 squad ambushes and 1 FT Lp,
Compeny "H" conducted 1 Compamy (=) patrol, 3 FT OP's and 1 squad ambush.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "E* at FSB Razor. Company "F" at
(YD 10614L). Company "G" at (YD 18116L). Company “E*(-) at (YD 146187).
The 3d Platoon of Company "H" at (YD 134213). At 0730H, the lst squad,

2d Platoon of Company "E" found 3 sets of fresh footprints along the per- .
imeter in the vicinity of (¥D 145190). The patrol followed the foolprints
and checked the area. Company "F" received fire from 3 NVA, wearing green
camouflaged utilities, at (YD 105147). When fire was returned, the NVA
moved south. A search of IZ Dallas revealed blood puddles and punjl stakes
over the area. The patrol suffered 3 WIAE from punji stakes and 1 WIAE
from a gunshot wound. 1 NVA/KIA. AT T§§OH, Company "G" found 2 NVA struc-
tures in very good condition at (YD 176166). A search of the area revealed
a US 12 gauge shotgun, 12 rounds (.3Bcal), L blasting caps, 2 magazine
pouches for a carbine, 1 crossbow with 1 arrow and quiver and assorted med=-
ical gear including penicillin. At 093CH, Company "E" found an avenue of
approach at (YD 145190) and a trail which ran parallel with FSB'Razor's Per=
imeter at (YD 140180). The area was checked with negative results. The

3d Platoon of Company "G" found a communication line running between (YD 192
166) and (YD 189169) that continued to run to the southwest. At 1717H, the
2d Platoon of Company "G" found 7 NVA structures and at the same time an
enemy local security OP was observed., 10 NVA were seen with the last u
carrying uninown tubes slung over their shoulders. An ambush was set but
the enemy veered away to the west. Artillery was called in with unknown
results.

- 17 May Company "E" conducted 1 Company patrol and 2 ¥T LP's.

‘ Company "F* conducted 1 Company patrol and 3 FT LP!s,
Company "G" conducted 1 Company patrol, 1 squad ambush and 1 FT L.
Company "H" conducted 1 platoon patrol.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP displaced by helicopters to IZ File, camrencing
at 0930H and ending at 120UH. Company "F" at (YD 1061Lk). Company "E" at
(YD 102131). Company "G" at (YD 171165) and Company "H" OPCON to 9th Marine
Regiment at 120UH, At C930H, Company "F" made contact with 3 lo 4 enemy at
(YD 100139) with the NVA opening fire with AX's and ChiComs, Elements of
Company "F" assaulted and the enemy withdrew to the north. Resultss 2 US
MC/WIAE and 3 USMC/MIANE, Company "G" returned to (YD 179167) between the
hours of 1130 and 1L00 to destroy bunkers and structures. They found L
SKS's, 1 US M1 carbine, 60 US non~electrical blasting caps, 250 punji stakes,
170 AK rounds, 9CO square feet of blue cloth and 3 pounds of documents.
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Company "E" conducted 1 Company patrol and 3 FT LP's.
Company "F® conducted 2 FT LP's,

Campany "G" conducted 1 Company patrol and 3 FT LP's.
Compay "H" OPCON to 9th Marine Regiment.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "F® at (ID 1061Lk). Company wEr
at (YD 102131). Company "G" at (YD 171165) and Company "H® OPCON to 9th
Marine Regiment. At 11LSH, Company "F" had their point elements receive
sniper fire from approximately 4 NVA in a treeline at (YD 096136)s Fire
was returned with M-16's and .60mm mortars. The AO on station called in
a Pixed wing and artillery. One USMC o A CH=53 helicopter received
sniper fire from (YD 102146) e departing the CP position. At 161CH,
Company "E® had 2 platoons moving parallel in the vicinity of (YD 101129).
Each platoon made contact with 8 to 10 NVA with negative resultis.

Campany "E" conducted 1 Company patrol.

Company "F" éonducted 1 Campany patrol and 1 platoon patrol. .
Company "G" conducted 1 FT LP, 2 squad ambushes and 1 Company patrol.
Company "H® OPCON to 9th Marine Regiment.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "F* at (YD 1061uL). Cogpany "E®
at (YD 102131, Company "G" at (YD 171165) and Company "H" OPCON to 9th
Marine Regiment. At 1145H, Compamy "F" found numerous booby traps on a
trail and 1 punji pit with a booby trapped claymore. At 102C0H, Company
"E" received sniper fire from (YD 102129) to (YD 100128). Company “E
returned fire, assaulted and seized the enemy position as the enemy fled
to the weste L USMC/WIAE. Gear found included: 1 SKS, 1 ARK-47 with 2
magazines and numerous documents and books. At 1330H, the lst Platoon of
Company "F® had light contact in the vicinity of (YD 108139). At 2030H, an
LP from Company "E" heard movement and noises in the vicinity of (D 097
131). The LP fired claymores and received ChiCom grenades. A 60mm mortsr
mission was fired on the grid with results unknown. 1 USMC/WIAE.

Company "E" conducted 2 platoon patrols, 1 Company (=) petrol, 1 squad
patrol and 5 FT LP's,

Company "F" conducted 1 platoon patrol, 1 Company (=) patrol and 5 FT LP's.
Company "G" conducted 2 squad patrols, 1 Compagy patrol, 1 FT LP and 2
squad ambushes.

Company "H" OPCON to 9th Marine Regiment.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and the 2d Platoon of Company "F" at (YD 106
1), Company "F*(-) at (YD 105165). Company "E* at (ID 198130) and Gom-
pany "G" at (YD 164159). Company "H" OPCON to 9th Marine Regiment. At
OBOCH, an element of Company "F" crossed a log and stepped into a punji
pit at (YD 105145). 1 USMC/MWIAE. The punji pit was destroyed. At 0915H,
Company "F"(-) found a booby-trapped M-26 grenade with the pin pulled,

The booby trap was destroyed at (YD 105148). At 0930H, Company “F(-)
found an Anti-Aircraft site at (YD 105151), with 1 bunker and 1 hut. Both

. the hut and bunker were destroyed,
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'

Company "E" conducted' 2 squad ambushes and 2 platoon patrols. -
Company "F" conducted 3 squad ambushes, 1 Company patrol and L ET LP's.
Company "G" conducted 2 squad ambushes, 2 squad patrols and 1 Company
patrol.. )

Company "H" OPCON to 9th Marine Regiment.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and the 2d platoon of Company "F* at (YD 106
14l). Compamy "F"(=) at (YD 09816L)., Company "E" at (D 096127) and Com~-
pany "G" at (YD 153136). Company "H" OPCON to 9th Marine Regiment. At
0930H, the CP reported that a medevac helicopter received small arms fire
from (YD 157148) while extracting medevacs from Company "G". At 17LSH,
the lst Platoon of Company "F" found a possible Anti-Aircraft or 8lmm mor-
tar position at (YD 094170)s The foliage was cleared to provide good
fields of fire. An ammunition storage bunker was found but a further check
of the area revealed negative results. Company "G" reported a communica-
tions line running through (YD 161151), (YD 156126) and (YD 15L1L5). The
line was severed and the area was checked with negative results.

Company "E" conducted 1 platoon patrol and i squad ambushes.

Company "F" conducted 1 platoon patrol, 2 FT LP's and 1 squad ambush.
Company "G" conducted 1 Company patrol, 2 squad ambushes and 1 FT LP.
Company "H™ OPCON to 9th Marines Regiment.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "F" at IZ File. Company “F" (=)
at (YD 09816k4). Company "E" at (YD 096127) and Company "G* at (ID 153-
136). Company "H" is OPCON to 9th Marine Regiment . - At OSuSH, Company
nE" peceived four RPG rounds and four sniper rounds from (YD 102182). A
blood trail was found with fresh blood on the surreunding trees. 1 NVA/
KTA, 1 USMC/KIA, and 2 USMC/WIAE. At 1915H, Company “G* found a Gie te
Three month old enemy area at (ID 158145). The area included seven bunke
ers, one pit for a 6lmm mortar, two anti-aircraft sites oriented to the
nortl:} three NVA structures, two tunnels, one grave and 3 punji pite.

1 NVA/KIA. ’

Campany "E" conducted 1 Co. patrol.

Company "F" conducted 1 platoon patrol, 4 FT LP's and 1 squad ambush.
Campany "G" conducted 2 squad patrols, 1 Co. patrel and 1 FT LP,
Company "H" is OPCON to 9th Marine Regiment.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and 2d platoon of Company "F* at 12 File,
Company "E® at (YD 086128), Company "F*(=) at (YD 096128). Company “C*
at (ID 153156) and Company "E® is OPCON to 9th Marine Regiment. At 1045H,
Cempany "F" found five hute which were occupied four to seven days ago.
The area was searched with negative results and the patrol continued. At
1500H, Company "F" made contact with five NVA concealed in huts and bunk-
ers. Resultss L NVA/XIA and 1 POW was captured. ‘' One ¥S Aray utility
Jacket, one US Army Tield jacket, two NVA pouches, one ChiCom grenade and
one stretcher was found. -
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Company "E" conducted &6 squad patrols and 3 FT LP's,

Company "F" conducted 1 squad patrel, 5 FT LP's and 1 platoon patrol.
Company "G" is OrPCON to lst Battalion, 9th Marines.

Compeny "H" is OFCON to 9th Marine Regiment.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and 2d platoan of Company "F" at 1LZ File.
Company "E" at (YD 079120). Company "Fn(-) at (YD 096165). Effective
at 24080UH, 9th Marine Regiment assumed OPCON of Company "G" from 2d

Battalion, 9th Marines and passed OPCON to lst Battalion, 9th Marines

- at same date group as above. Company "H" is OPCON to 9th Marine Regi-

ment, The 2d platoon of Company "E" made contact with a small force of
five NVA while searching two NVA structures and five bunkers at (YD 0Bl-
121), The patrol returned fire and searched the area finding the follow-
ing: Two AK-47 rifles, AK-47 magazines and four ChiCom grenades. 3 NVA/
KIAs At 1200H, Company "F" reported finding rice and assorted gear at
TED 082161), The items were stored on platforms two feet above the
grounds At 2030H, Company "E" received ten rounds of 6lmm mortar fire
from (YD 095118) with the rounds falling short by 200 meters. Countere
battery fire was immediately retwrned with unknown resultis,

Company "E" conducted 2 platoon patrols and L squad ambushes.
Company "F" conducted 3 FT LP's, 1 squad patrol and 1 Co, (=) patrol.
Campany "G" OPCON to 1lst Battalion, 9th Marines.

Company "H" OPCON to 9th Marine Regiment.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and 2d platoon of Campany "N at L2 File.

Company "F"(-) at (YD 096164). Company "E" at (YD 079120). 1lst Platoon
of Company "EY at (YD 081123), At 1145, in the vicinity of (YD 08u125),
1st platoon of Company "E" found an old trail with footprints covered by
leaves, A force of approximately six NVA attacked the 2d platoon of Com-

pany "E" at 1840H in the vicinity of (YD 081120), Company "E" returned

fire and called in 8lmm morters and Le2 inch mortars with unknown results.

Company "E" conducted 4 squad patrols and 2 platoon patrols.
Company "F" conducted 3 FT LP's, 1 squad patrol ad 1 Cos(=) patrels
Company "G" is OPCON to lst Battalion, 9th Marines.

Company "H" is OPCON to 9th Marine Regiment.

24 Battalion, 9th Marines CP and 2d platoon of Company "F" at LZ File.
Company *E" at (YD 079120). Company "F*(-) at (YD 101139). At 08S5H,

the 2d platoon of Compsny "E" made contact with an estimated force of

five NVA. The results were: 2 USMC/WIAE and 1 NVA/KIA. Between the
hours of 1440 and 1855, Company "E' made contact with approximately 15
NVA at (YD 083116), Air, artillery and supporting arms were used against
the enemy. The area was swept with negative results. Casualties were:

1 USMC/KIA and 3 USMCAWIAE. At 1LOCH, Company "G" received light sniper
Tire resulting in 1 USMC/WIAE and 1 USMC/WIANE at (YD 193173). .
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Company "E" conducted 1 Co. patrol.

Company "F" conducted 5 FT LP's and I squad patrols.
Company "G" is OPCON to 1lst Battalion, 9th Marines.
Company "H" is O”CON to 9th Marine Regiment,

2d Battalion, Sth Marines CP and 2d platoon of Company "F" at L2 File,
Company "F"(-) at LZ Dallas, Company "E" at (YD 0S4120). Company "E"
had contact from 10LSH to 12L5H at (YD O74L118) and (YD 06812L). Com-
pany "E" pursued the NVA for approximately 600 meters. After the hill
was secured, the area was swept with negative results. The casualties
were: 2 USMC/WIAE, 2 USMC/WIANE and L NVA/KIA. At 1400H, the 3d platoon
of Company WF7 found four fighting holes and four bunkers at (YD 105149).
They also found a well used trail network running east and west with in-
dications of use within the last two to three days. The area was checked
with negative results.

Company "E" eonducted 1 Co. patrol.

Company "F* conducted 5 FT LP's and L squad patrols.
Company "G" OPCON to 1st Battalion, 9th Marines.
Company "H" OPCON to 9th Marine Regiment,

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and 2d platoon of Company "F" at IZ Filea
Company "F"(=) at 1Z Dallas. Company "E" at (YD 108135). Between the
hours of 1110 and 1230, Company "G" made contact at (XD 222179), (XD-
220178), (XD 220177) with three to fiwve NVA. While pursuing the enenmy,
Company "G" found heavy blood trails and contact was re-established re=
sulting in 3 NVA/KIA. '

At 2145H, the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines was relieved of the responsibility
of the Apache Snow area of operations. Operation Apache Snow was official-
ly terminated at 292L40CH, At 13L5H, Company "G" began helicopier 1lift to
Vandegrift Cambat Base via FSB Razor, The lift was completed at 1418H.
Company "E" commenced their 1ift to Vandegrift Combat Base at 1L25H and com-
pleted it at 1710H. Company "F" commenced their 1ift €o Vandegrift Combat
Base at 153CH. The 1lift was completed at 1735H. 2d Battalion, 9th Marines
CP was established at Vandegrift Combat Base at 180CH, Company "H" remain-
ed OPCON to 9th Marine Regiment at FSB Razor,

10. RESULIS

a. Friendly Casualties. 106 NBC; 3 KIA; 29 WIAE; 11 WIANE,

be

Cumulative Enemy losses.

(1) Enemy Personnel Losses

(a) XIA 32
(b) Detainees 13
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(2) Weapons
(a) IWC 16 J
(b) cSWC 2

(3) Ammunitions small ams and other

(a) 7462 rounds 26,176
(b) RPG rounds 2l
(¢) 61mm rounds : 2
. (a) chiCom grenades (fragmentation) 8
(e) ChiCom grenades (concussion) L
(£) RPG boosters 20

(g) Blasting Caps 60
(4) Foodstuffs 4

(a) Riee 350 pounds
(b) Tobacco 70 pounds

(5) Miscellaneous

(a) cloth 900 yards
(b) pigs 2

11, ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS., NONE.

12, SPECIAL EQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES USED. NONE,

13, COMMANDERS ANALYSIS

(1) The major conclusions to be drawn from this operation is that the enemy
has not re-occupied or rehabilitated this area since the conclusion of "Dewey Can-
yon" in March, "Why" is an unanswered question.

(2) The improvement in helicopter support was outstandinge This was probably
a result of two things.

(a) Vastly improved weather soc that logistical jams did not develope.
(b) Future study of the problem and earnest efforts to improve service
by appropriate officers in both segments of the Marine Air/Ground Team.

1lihe RECOMMENDATIONSe NONE.

15, MARINE CORPS MATTERS. NONE.

A T

G. C. FOX
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