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PART I 
ORGANIZATIONAL DA.TA 

Commander 

Hea4quarte~s, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines Ltco1 G. C. FOX 
Major R. L. MODJESKI 

!t&S Company· 

Oompany"E" 
O"'~!l1.P8n1 "F" 
ComPaJ17 .. Gn 
COinpaD1' "Ii" 

. 2d Battalion, 12'th !olarines 

Subordinate units 

Capt R. H. SUTTON 
1stLt D. W. :HORLEY 
Capt D. K. SHOCKEY 
lstLt J. L. GANGWiR 
Capt D. C. WILSON 
Capt G. W. SATeRLEBEN' 

Direct .Support. Units 

Ltco1 KILLEEN 
2d Platoon'$ Company "C" 3d EIlgr BN. 1stLt E •. R. CHILDRESS 

2. Location. Headquarters, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines 
Vandegritt Oomba t Base, R 1JN 

3. Staff Officers 

Executive Offioer 
8-1 

8-2 
... ";;',' 
S-G 
s-4 
AlI) 

FAC 
Comm 
Suppiy 

. M1IO 
"'Chaplain 

Medical Officer 
FSCC 

4. Average l-Ionthly Strength 

USMC 
OFF ENL' 
l'r 1m 

l-1ajor P. G. COLLINS 
lstLt B. J. RAMSEr 
lstLt W. G. CONGLETON 
GySgt E. D. HARKER 
Major L. L. ETCHO 
Capt R •. H. SUTTON 
lstLt G. J. BARCELO 
lstU G. L. WJMACK 
lsi;Lt N. D. STONEBERGER Jit. 
lstLt L. S. DRIEVER 
lstLt F. C. DUNNE 
Lt G. B. Hm-lMER 
Lt S. H. GEHRING 
lstLt L. W. MILLER 

USN 
OrrENL 
T 40 

OTHER 
OFr-iNL 
T '"0 

Da'ie -
1-22 June 

2),-30 JUDe 

1-22 June 
23-.30 JUDe 
1-30 June 
1-30 June· 
1-30 June 
1-.30 June 

1-30 June 
1-,30 June 

1-30 June 
1-30 June 
1-2,3 June 

2.3-30 ·June 
1-30 June 
1-30 June 
1-30 June 
1-30 June 
1-.30 June 
1-30 June 
1-.30 June 
1-30 June 
1-30 June 
1-30 June 
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PART II 

~A.RRATlVE SUl·:hARY 

' • 
On the 1st of June, the 2d Bat1.alion, 9th Harines(-) was ~Jarticipat1ng in 

Operation Cameron Falls. Company "Hit was located at ~randegrift Combat Base re­
habilitating and preparing to participate in the operation. At 021$h, on 01 June 
69, the enemy launched an estimated com;?any sized attack on FSB Whisman. Com­
pany I'G" blunted the enemy attack and pursued the withdrawing forces at first 
light. Interrogation of a Chieu Hoi, after the attack, indicated the presence 
of a Regimental CP and hospital in the Dong Em area to the west of FSB Whism~. 
T}til1zing this infonnation, Company IIEI! was ordered west and Company "H" on 02 
J~;ne, was llfted to FSB Whisr.lan and det)lcyed to the west/southwest. On 03 June, 
Re&imental headquabteJrs instructed the baittalions to switch emphasis to the east 
to COIilplement 3d BattalionJ 9th l·.arine: operations. This resulted in Company I'Ji" 
being lifted into LZ Ticonderoga, which W;iS secured by Company "F". Company IIE" 

terminated movement west and moved north to continue the initial assigned mission. 
Company IIF" searched out the west bank of the Da Krong River and conducted a 
river crossing. Company "B" had one platoon cross the river and with two ?latoons 
began mo..a.ng along the south river b8.nk in an easterly direction. On c5 June, 
Company "HI! (-) encountered a large enemy force. i'iith all indications of enemy 
reinlorc8m6Dts J Company liE" with the Alpha Cormnand Group helo-assaulted into the 
vicinity of LZ Langley on the morning of 06 June to exploit the contact. Can­
pany "F" simultaneouSly was moved east, north of the river" to cut off enemy 
withdrawal in that direction. The contact lasted until the afternoon of 06 JWle" 
when Company I1E"IS approach from the east/southeast caused the enemy to withdra.w. 
On the morning of 07 June, Compmy "E" and Company "H" joined and conducted a :, 
search of the area. Cin CB June, Company "Ell moved east alons the- south bank 
and Company IIF" moved parallel along the north bank of the river. This maneuver 
uncover(;.;\ a ]:arge enemy staging area which was proballly a regimental CF site. 
Company :'E" captured a large cache of weapons and foodstuffs. The area" a large 
cave complex, had several aid stations which were heavily used as a result of 
the Company 'IH" contact. On the oPLJosite river bank, Company "F" found large 
quantities of ammunition and equipment which had been hastily abandone~. Com­
pany liE" and. CompaIl¥ "F" continued maneuvering east in pursuit of the enemy. 
Cn 10 June, the Alpha Command Group helo-lifted back to FSB Whisman and Comp~ 
"R" returned to Vandegrift Combat Base. Company "Hn irIll:lediately began an over­
land nove to FSB Henderson. At leOOH, FSB Henderson was secured. The Battalion 
CP with "E" Battery, 2d Battalion, 12th ~~arines and "W" Battery, 2d Battalion, 
12th llar1nes were helo-1Uted to re-activate FSB Henderson. Com~any nG" Was to 
lift to FSB Henderson and conduct a search and destroy operation to the south 
and west to cOJllplement the 3d Battalion, 9th Harines forces. Prior to imple­
I11entation, the mission was cancelled and Company "G" asswued the I1Bald Eagle" 
mission and was chopped OPOON to 3d. Battalion, 4th Narines. On 14 June, Com­
pany II E" , "F" and. the Alpha Command Group were halo-lifted back to Vandegrift 
Combat Base. On 1$ June, the Bravo COInrlland Group, Comp~ "HI' and rema1n1ng 
artillery units de-&ctivated FSB Henderson and was helo-lifted to Vandegrift 
Combat Base, concluding Operation Cameron Falls. 

The necessity of the rapid respon_ required of a Marine rifle battalion was 
emphasized. dur1ng Operation Cameron Falls and again on 17 June. On 11 June, the 
"Bald. Eagle" whioh vas Qampany' "G" was comm1ttbd"followed br Company "F") to 
the 3d )lar1ne ReI:1lnent. Company RH" then assumed- the Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk 
mission. 'The total time to mobilize and commit t~rifle companies was less 
than two hours. 

From 15 to 30 June, the 2d Battalion, 9th MarineS,_. [~ompanies 
to the 3d and 4th Regiment. One company of the Batta '[)fe Bald 
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Eagle/Sparrow Hawk mission. On 23 June, a formal Change of Command was con­
ducted on the old LSA. The end of JWle found the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines 
making preparations to "stand down" and prepare tor embarkation to Okinawa. 
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SEQ1JilJTIAL LIS'llNG OF SIGNIFICANt EVENTS 

1. Combat Missions ASsigned 

a. 9th Marines Frag-order 112. 9th Marines commences Operation Cameron 
Falls. Contact of Battalion AOIS continues to indicate the presence of orlan­
ized enemy elements therein. 

b. 9th M.a.rines Fr,,-order 113. Continue present mission. Conduct search 
and destroy operations in AO~ north of Da Krong River. 

c. 9th Narines Frag-order 114. Continue present mission. No later than 
c6 June, deploy a miniJuUIII. or tWO companies into Battalion AO north of Da Krong 
River for previously directed search and destroy operations. 

d. 9th Marines Frag..()rder 115. Continue present mission and include south­
arn/w8\tern bank of Da Irong Hi ver. 

e. 9th Harmes Frag-<lrder 1/6. Secure and re-act.1vate FSB Henderson by 
overland move of designated forces from Ca Lu area. Complete seareh and des­
troy operation to northeast and east of Da Irong River with two companies 
north of River and one cOIllpany on the southern bank. Be prepared for possible 
re-de~loyment after 15 June. 

f. 9th Harmes Frag-order #7. Continue present mission. When FSB Whisman 
is evacuated, chop one company to this headquarters for subsequent assi~t 
t.o Task Force Hotel as Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk. 

g. 9th Narines Fraf-order 1/8. Continue present mission and deploy two 
companies to Vandegr1f Combat Baae on 14 June. 

2. Operations 

01 June 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "G" at FSB Whisman. Company 
"Fit at (m 993348) and Company "H" located at Vandegrift Combat Base. 
Company "E" at (m 963.351). At. 0215H, the 1st squad.~ 1st Platoon of 
Company nGn received heavy machine gUll. tire whicn was the initial con­
tact of an NVA company sized assault on the FSB. The NVA used RP015, 

rifle grenades, heavy machine CUDS, automatic weapons, satcnel charles 
and CRiCe. &renades. CompanY' "G" suppressed the attack by -.u., all 
available forcea and organic weapou. A Platoon . from Camp~ IIQ •. pur­
sued the en~y after contact was broken and recoTered ~ Cbieu Boi. 
Resul ts : 3 US1c/KIA 6 ij~c/WIAE u~c/WIANE 19 N fOWl .. 
The three W a captured were ba wollllded.1 0 eel and one p 
to Quang Tri hospital after initial interrelation. Gear oaptured. 1D­
eluded I 2 RPK !aUDcners with 4 rounds each~ 2 ~ macb1De CUDS vita 
4 drum magaz:i!l.ea~ 1 RPK machine gun with 2 maaaz1nes~ 12 AI-47J.s, 2 
SIS rit1eB~ 25 ChiCom concussion grenades, 7 ChWoa crenad .. , , lNmC­
alore torpedoes~ assorted medical par, miacellueous dec __ ta, 8Il 
identification card and 6 wallete. On OJUK).r the bodies !OUIlCi, bad. 
been an ident1fieatiOll card. for a seoond. lieutanaDt. At 11001, tbe 
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• • 4.2 battery lilt w~~L..Q2IDP.le..ted . .to_FSB Whisman. Between the hours of 
1400 and 1830, Company "F" made light contact with two NVA at (XD 993 
.34S) resulting in 2 NVAIKIA. Gear captured included: 2 ChiCom gre­
nades and 2 sticks of n~T with blasting caps (apparently booby-trap­
ped). 

2d Battallon, 9th Marines CP and Company "Gil at FSB Whisman. ComPeJl¥ 
"H" at (XD 970322). Company "Ell at (XD 951344) and Company "F" at 
(XD 996352). At 0830H, Company "HI! connnenced helo-lift to FSB Whisman. 
The lift was completed at 0930H. At 1l00H, th 1st Platoon of Company 
nG" while on patrol, made contact with one NVA at (D 975331&.) result­
ing in 1 NVA/KIA. At 1145li, Company "F" received 10 to 20 rounds of 
82mm mortar fire from (XD 998337). An artillery mission was called 
TD.tlii~.resul ts unknown. There were no casual ties Bustained. FSB Whis­
man received 15 rounds of 82mm mortar fire fram (XD 995334). Count-
er battery fire was returned with 8lmm mortars and artillery with un­
known results. Results: 6 g:l1CMIANE and 4 USKc/WIAE. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "G" at FSB Whisman. Comp8l\Y 
liE" at (XD 949344). Company' "F" at (In 00435a) and Company "H" at 
(XD 963313). At 17)OH, Company "F" re[,orted that a medevac helicopter 
received small arms fire from (YD 005356). Fire "Was returned and an 
Aerial Observer on station called in fixed wing and artillery with UIl­

mown results. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines OP and Comp~ "Gil at FSB Whisman. Campa.v 
liE" at (XD 954352). Company "F" at (In 003354) and ComPBn1 "H" at 
(11) 015352). At 0932H., Company "H" reported that a medevac he]'icopter 
received AK-47 fire from the vicinity of (XC 973303). Huey gunships 
and an Aerial Observer on station returned fire. Fixed wing aircraft 
and artillery were used resulting in 1 bunker destroyed and 2 NVA/KlA. 
At o959H, Company "H" was lifted to U Ticonderoga (YD 007353) fram. 
(YD 01,.352). The lift was completed at 1035H. While on patrol, the 
1st !latoon of Company "Gil found an enemy grave approximately two tel 
three days old in the vicinity of (XD 99131.6). 1 NVA/KIA.. At 1800H, 
FSB l.zhisman received 2 rounds of flat trajectory fire from grid (XD >" 
9732). Fixed wing aircraft was called in with unknown results. There 
were no casualties. 

ad Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "G" at FSB Whisman. Company 
"E" at (XD 944366). Company "H" (-) at (YD 019362). The third Platoon 
of Company "li" at (YD 011359) and Company 'IF" at (YD 006352). At 0050H, 
FdB Whisman received approxirna tely 3 rounds of enemy artillery tire 
from the .,ricini ty of (XD 9703c.a) J with the rounds impacting outside 
the perimeter to the north. ~Jo casualties were sustained. At 0658H, 
an Aerial Observer arrived on station and spotted smoke at the above 
grid. Fixed wing and an artillery mission .. rere cal;'ed in on the sus­
pected en~ position, resulting in one large secondary explosion. 
At 06)Oli, an OP from Company "G", uhile in'lestigo.tmg a foul odor~ d:i;s­
covered ane dead N fA at (XD 975334) who had no equipment or an identi­
fication card. The NVA was apparently killed by a grenade thrown the 
night before by Company "G". Some elements of the Company buried the 
enemy soldier. 1 NVAlKlA. At 1l00H, Oompany "F" found two large NVA 
structures 91X7 1 and 2 bunkers 61X9 1X51 and 4 fighting holes positioned 
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as a per1l1eter around the &rea of (ID 002354). H1acelJ.aneoua NYA. par 
wa& found to :1Jlolude 1 ChiCom concussion grenade, 400 punji stakes h 
bundles, S M-16 magazines, 4 bamboo water canta1aers, 1 webbed belt, 
1 NVA, sbirt and trousers and. 1 liS E-tool. At 1530H, the point. platooa 
of Company "H't surprised two NV! in a bivouac position at (m 019356). 
Elements of the platoon opened tire resul t1Dg in 1 NVA/IU. The other 
NVA escaped up the hill toward the east. CompanY' "H" searched the usa 
and continued the:i.r patrol. At approximately' l700H, Comp~ "R",in 
the vicinitY' of (YD Ol7367), was patrollinl al.ona the south side of . 
the De. Krong River. One platoon was deployed on a precipitous slope J 

while another platoon was movini around the river point. A squad that,-· 
was deployed up a trail iD pursuit ot the tlee1n& NVA made contaot vitA 
an enemy foroe who opened. fire with small arms, automatic weapons and 
RPGI s. APparently' this was a signal for larler 8D.EIO' units aloac the 
south ridge to open tire. Both platoons of ComP8JlY' "li" made contact 
simultaneously. The heavy torce of the NV! DDit. oontinued t1r1q vita 
all organio weapona. A8 contact continued, it beoame apparent tb.a;t, 
~he NVA were reinforoing the engaged unit. At 20301, a medevao h'~ 
copter attempt,ed to extraot medevacB of Compe.D1 "H". but reoeived 
heavy fire from the north aid.e of the Da Krone R1ver, fram the rid&e 
to the east and hea'V1 maohine sun tire frOlll the northealt. At 210$1, 
the lI1edevao helioopter Wb mot d.own, fall1Ai into the !)a Ironi R1ver, 
which resulted :in lI.~~f!l'A. A'- thi,., t1ae, the Command1ni OffioU' 
of 2d Battalion, 9th ~ es forwarded a request to 9th Marine Bea­
itnent that no further medevaos be attempted. this night. A reoonna1sanoe 
scuba team was alB 0 requested to reoover the missing body cd equiPM1Lt 
that went down with the med6W8C helicopter. Contaot was heaT,1 and the 
enemy continously fired rifle grenades and launched vicious assaults 
"against Company "Rn. Probes, sniper fire and assaults were continous 
.throUghout the n1&ht. The Command1ng Officer ot 2d Battalion, 9th Mar­
ine~requested and received permission to helo-assault Comp~ "E" and 
the Alpha Command Group into LZ LangleY' (ID 024.354) on 06 June to ex­
ploit~ the contact and relieve the pressure on Company "B". 

2d Battalion" 9th Marines COJllllland Group Al!pha and the 3d Platoon of ..:; 
Company "E" at LZ Langley. Company "E"(-) at (In 017361). COlll.p~ 
ifF", at. (YD OC936L.). Conunand Group Bravo and Company "G" at FSB Whis­
man. Company "H"(-) at (In 017362) and the 3d Platoon ot COlllpar..r "a" 
at (ID 014360). At lOaOH, the Commanding Officer of 2d Battalion, 9th 
Harines conducted a visual. reconnaisance of the area around Ll Lan&ley, 
and coordinated the helo-assault fram a Command and Control ~~copter. 
At lOOOH, CaIIlpany "E" cOJm'leIlced thei.:r helo-assault to LZ. Langley.. A~~ 
104Ou, Command. Group Alpha cODllllenced. the1r lift 1;Q U Lan&ley tres 
FSB Whisman. During the ti.IIle of the lifts, the en tire area surrounda 
ing LZ Langley was being thoroughly" prepped bY' fixed wing a.1rcraft and 
artillery fire. On the command of the Commanding Officer of 2d Bat­
talion" 9th M.arines J Company n E" landed at 12. Langl8l" with Command 
Group Alpha folloliiing in trace. By lO$SH, both units had been wart­
ed. The 3d Platoon of Company "E" remained at ~ I"angley to prortd.e 
security for Command Group Alpaa while they con tiRued to coordina. te 
the assault. _ At llOOH, Company "E"(") comr;,enced. overland. movement tA) 
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by Company "H". Their mission was: (1) sweep the ridge line. (2) 
provide 9Upport for Company "H". Enemy contact with ComPIll)," "Hit con­
tinued". throughout the day. The enemy"eY1den.tly- aware of tne Compaq 
iii"·lUo.vement, launched a final well coordinated attack at l700H. and 
~~ ~thdrew. The beavy enemy contact of ~ dara wi"Ul Camp~ -H· 
resufted in 34 NilA/KIA 2) robnle NVA/KU. n USK 7 U~jC 

..:iE'iei-* ........... Wjiililill~. Equipment cap ured lJlclUded: es" 
... ---'~. -- - "~,. hilie gUns, 1.)7 concussioa trenacieB" 12 ritle pwwies, 

.;l~:~~ A,li4 -.ufAero~ dOcuael\t& and JRiacell_eoua eq\d.paeDt. rsB 
wq1sman reoeuec! tnreeS6parate 6l.D1D aorier attacks at 1102Il, 17208 

, "~ ....... 

ari.d"l80SH. The volle)'"8 consiataci of 7 round8" , roUDd.s and 7 rouacls; 
·aU ot wijic:.b. ;i.mpacted outside the per:laeter. The attack oril1Aate4 

. ·ttPm~·¥te;:~it7 of eXD 971324) •. Fire vas re .... ed 'by 6aIm:: and alia 
JIIO!":ta.rs. W1t9 uWalOWll results. '!'here were DO canalUes. 

_ 07· June 2d. ,Fl9.t.tal "'.011, 9th Marines eo.md Grottp llpba anel QoIIp8l17 "H" 81; (Xl) 
02()36Sl.~' d ~C?UP Bravo and Ccapc- 1Ia- at -pg Wb1aIan. IoIIPallY 

,-:"~, at J ~ ~6S).. COmpalll .p'. at LZ Oaast1t'1lt1oil (YD 018367). While 
n-· .91\ !>,a:tZOQ ,! ":~ppji)'" itG" tound one NY! bod;; at (m 914J3S). Apparaut17 

. ",he Ryi sQ;tM.er d1~ f'l'aD. a iIln shot volDLd. The bod7 was eat1llateci 
.1:I;l be. ~o~ -anewe~k ald.. No papers rela t.iftg to his 1dent~T or the 
unit he ~aB.a8S0ciated. with were tound. 1 NV'a!!. At OSOOR, Qoaaaci 
Group AlPQa. and the 3d. Platoon ot CoiIlp." '..otcl tbe1r JIlove to 
joiri "OoDlP8:D1' "H"(-). At 121SH, CCIIlPan.Y IB"(_) reached the po81t1oa 
of CcIIIpal;t T(-). Upon the arrival of the Alpha Coaad Group ancl 
the 3d Platoon of Campany "En at'l4lSl!, ~ ~ cOl1sol1d&taci its 
forces and cODlll1enced patrolling in an east/southeast d1rection. At 
o845H, the Reconnaisance Scuba team am ved at \be COIlPaDT "H" ( - ) 
position. At 120OH, the scuba teaa dived into the Da KroUl River ill 
search of the missing bod;y and any eqW.pII8I1t that could be recovered 
trOm the, helicopter that was soot down 011 05 June 69. At 1220H, the 
scuba te,am concluded their salvage operatioll recovering the tollO¥ini 
eq,;upmellt: two .SO caliber lIlachine guns (serial. nuabers s 630281 and 
1176459), one cockpit radio, one ADF receiver-type: C2275-ARN (serial 
n1,lllber l70)" piloUs lUI ua..se ~ dgthiaid1:li ana oaJJ.. signs" two flash­
l:l.ihts, one TllIi t I medical kit and ODe M-l' Ritle (serial II 701(40). 
The scuba team thorol1l.dy searched the entire area around the 8l1Dkea. 
helicopter· but could not locate the missiae iody who had been previous­
~ identified as ome of the crewmen. 

08 JUJl8' 2d !a.ttaliOD., 9th Marines COlIIIIland Group .bavo and Company Iton at FSlI 
Wb~SQla.. 'ea.mand Group Alpha and CaapalV' "II" at (YD 020)65). Company 
·F· at (In 011)67) and OomP8Jl1" "E" at (YD 026363). A.t.. 122GB, COIU~ 
liE" found wbat appeared to be a BattalioB or Reg:lJumtal Ccunaad Post 
and rieldbNpital at (ID 024~). The aJlount of tood stored in the 
galle)'" can, alema with the. rous cultivated fields, indicated at. 
least a Reg1meatal size un1.t. could be accoaodated. for a long period of 
t1ae. i'b8 aid statioa vas, tor the most. part, looateci in the outer 
caTe" and the communicatiOD. equiplll8llt was located. 1n a cave near the 
Jdddle of the rock complex. Tba galley was in a cave witil onll" oa.e 
ct.rance and it was at. the water'" level. The t1replace vas arraneeci 
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so the smoke would escape through a network of cracks in the adjacent 
tunnels. Atter di&ging up nine graves, the bodies were estimated to 
be about two days ole. The 5-2 chief was sent to the area for his 
evaluation. 9 NVA/KU. A. t 1300li, FSB Whisman re~i vea two rounds ot 
6lnun mortar 1ncom.!ii, from. the vicinity of (XD tl6l2G). Both rounds 
impacted outside the perimeter. Counter-batteri"-£1re was returned 
by BlnDTl mortars wito. unknown results. At l.3.30H, Company "III found 
several small trails leadinl down to the river at (YD 0193(1). Tbree 
fresh NVA bodies approximatel1 one day old were also found in this 
vicinity. Apparentl1 the soldiers had beenki.lled by aaall arms fire 
and appeared to be !rca to.e S7to. Regiment. A thoroqh search of the 
area pMuc84clao further results. .3 NVA/BA. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines Command Group Bravo and CompaD1' nan at iSB 
Whisman. COllIlIIB.ftd Group .upba and COMpsrq I'E" a.t (m 026)6). Com­
pany "F" at (YJ;) 027367) and Company "H" at (YD G2036$). COIIlp~ liE", 
in the vicinity of the suspected BattaJJ 0Ji ot ReiilueJltal Command lost, 
found. an add.itional 14 graves. 1.4 NVA/KIA.. ComP8l17 liE", 111 the vic­
inity of (YD 024364), fOlllld a very"1&rp cave complex, a cache ot 
foodstuffs, ordnance and miscellaneous equ1p1le1lt. One cave, which 
waCl 10' ne') appeared to be an aid sta t1oa. One of tbe larler caV8S 
found, apprOximately 20'160', was a food. storale oave. Also in thia 
ca.ye, j BaU were founci, aODa1.aiiliaOl1f one 1IWl, cae lIQIUn and one amall 
ohild suf'fer1q from malnutrition. After be1Ac iDterroiated., the SRV 
were evaouated to the re-settlement villap 1n Cam Le. At OeCOH, Com­
mand Group Alpha displaoed to the position at CampaDJ -'., arr1v1n& 
'd;here at C92OH. At 091$K, OOJ11P&n7 "li", in the vioini:', of (ID 01.$3$S), 
found the body of the missal orewman that was aboard the hel1oopt.er 
ao.ot dowa on 0$ June 69. At lOlOH, CompaDJ' "F" found at (II 026)60) 
a possible NVA Battalioa or RaI:1aeatal Command Poet and the follow-
:1nS leara three !PI) maohiDe lune, one 1.,. reooille. rifle roud., 1 

"rifle grenade, 6 gas muka, 7 medical k1ts, 3 mosQ.uito nets, 60 poacl8 
of :r10e, 100 cr81ll8 of JI)!, 1 US transistor radio, 4 packs, 1 flasb.­
light and 1 cOJU?ass. At l8)O!, Companf "B" fouad two NVA ~av81 ap­
prox1mBtelT 12 hours old at (ID 026)6)). The bodies oontained no id.­
entiticaticm cards nor papers as to what "UDit the,. were associated 
with. 2 NVA/!W.. 

2d Battalu.»., 9t~ ~arilles CP and Company "a" at FSB Whisman. CeaP81Q' 
"H" at (YP 02Q)65). CQmPaD1 "E" at (ID 0)2359) and Oompany "F" at 
(YD 026)66). At l020H, C~d Group Alpha oOl'/llReAced helicopter lift 
to FSB Whisruu. Tlle lift was completed at 103$11. At 1240H, FSB Whis-
man received one round of incomin, £rca some type of flat-trajectoZ7 
weapon in the vicinity of (XD 974316) wbich iapacted outsid.e the peri­
lUeter to the north. lJmaeciiate:Qr, artil1el7 and 4.2 l8cb mortars were 
called in with unknown results. At l$OOK, OOllparq- "H" OoalllleRCed .hal~­
oopter l1tt to Van~elr1!t CC8gat Base. ~ lift was coapletecl at lc.ooa. 
At 16)01l, Comp~ "Ell discoverecl 1 NVA ara" at (II) 92~362). 'lbe Il"&VI 
appeared to be recent and a resul.t of COIltact with OOllp~ •••• 1 !liAIB. 
At 111511, br..,w1JtlP1loat loaded with captured. lear, 8D1R1.\IIlit1cm and 
8u..PPli~~ w~s blown ~ the :pa Krong River by Compaq ·S-. At 11$Slt, 
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"orr pany It •• 11 C,C ·artp.C: '1bJ1cegrift Combat Jase enroute overlano to k 
~e~derson with a mission to secure the ].') nding zone by 09CGJ.l tl:e 1:01-
lmdn . day. ~t lo2C.l, COf.l~3.l1y "Gil found one anemy body a:J!)roxlJTlately 
one w~ek old in the vicinity of (XL 9753)3). Tl1e body W"LS dres::,ed 
in an !J fA. Wliform wHho-.;.t unit identification or equipment ~d ap?ear­
ed to ["ave died of ~unshot \,ounds. The area Has searched W~ th nega­
tive results. 1 r:'l.VKl..\. At 1:J45li, ;;oJn,t)any II~II was passed L.~wN to 

3d 3attdion, ?th l'lurines. 

11 June 2d 3att'lion, :Jth ~ ill'ines C? and COh,)aIl;)' "WI at U rienderson. l:o!"lpan:r 
'4IF" 8t (YD Gt~53bC). COI1,lrul~' ".::11 at (YD 0513>2). At lC('C,.., GOi:l,:l211Y 
11;;11 o:)ened LZ aenderson ane Has choJ')eG. back to 2d Jattalicn, 5th b:;.r­
ines. At lC35i" r'SB I,JhiSlI1al1 recei v~d. t;{u rounds of b2r.lHl fire frolll 
(XD 9t.4321) Hiti' one round landine in t:18 Ie,!:'!! 1 pit area anQ tile other 
iIll~acting out.3ide the area. itesul ts: 0 J...iLC/Ji..AJ.:.;. All the casual ties 
\iI'ere froll "E" dattery, 2d Jatt",lion, 12th i."rincs. .eire wa5 returned 
by 4.2 mortars and lc5.1U,l Clrtillery. '.che :.6ri,_'1 obser.rer on station 
immediately called in J flights of fixed wing aircr,;ft over tlle areal 
c.estro:.ring 4 large b'IDkers. At 15C( I., the di:;)b.ce:1Ient of '~j~'1 .t3atter'JJ 
2C: 3attalicn, 12th L"J.rlnes f ,'Olr, l"SB "i~hisraan to U nenderson was cCrlllplete • 
. i.t 152Cll, tile 2d rlattaliorl, 9th ~Iarines C? commenced lift frol,l f~13 .li:lis­
n:m and o:Jened at i.i. Henoerson at l'J5h. At 15c.A.:'LI, Co,:lJ.::.ny ,I!!," found 
an NVA ccu:J.P site at (YD C4035',). o:;qui~r:lent found included: 1 AK-47 
mat;azine anc ;louch, 1 oil can, 1 (;ClS :.lask and a nevrsle tter dated 02 
l'iay 1969 frol'l unit K-I:r-14. At 1bl.UI, displa.cement of 1I,e;" Battery, 
2d Battalion, 12th Larines from FSB ',fuisman to U Henderson was com­
pleteo.; guns u) anti ready to fire at 170GB. Between the hours of l'0Uli 
and loGG, ?3B ',J'r.isl'lan received a9proximately 3b rounds of 61:,1/il l;lortars 
and 13 rounes ot' ("lr,'L, r.lortar:;. Ib rounds fell wi thin the :)erimeter 
,-rbile the rest uere in:Jacting leo to 5GO meters south of the ,)t::rimeter. 
The rounds ~Jere fired Mainly at helicopters while they were on toe 
gr(:~md dlJ,rin"" troo_)lift. ~O!l:)any "Gil returned fire on the sus?ected 
ener.lY jJosi tion. The i~erial 0bserver called in seven flights of fixed 
.-linE in the vicinity of (lCD 9-(9324) ena (.'(1 907314) \Jhicll resu.lted in 
l~le destruction of four large bunkers, two !::oortar .Jits and one trench 
line. ,l.esu.lts ~lere: 4 USNC/liIAE. 

12 ~Tune 2d ..39.ttalion, 9th }:arines C? ana Company "H" at FSa Henderson. Company 
'':~II ;"t (YD (51352). COffi_1allY II ~'n at (YL CL53bG). COffi)any lIiIlI at l"::>B 
·;Lis:,lEU1. _.;.t lCJG~-i., COIll.)arw "2 11 corm,lenced lift to vandegrift COInD,it 
3ase. 'lile lift '-I2.S completed at 1120H. At l20L}!, Task Force dotal 
,;SSU:"lCO C --';";lil{ of C0:1)2.l1Y II Gil , 2d :aattalion, 9th l.arines and passed lJ.?CUi-J 
to 4th ~',arine5 at the Sallie oate time g:-OU;l as above, and assumed ms­
sion of Jald r.aEle/ J:,>2rrC\f .i1<iwk. 

13 JWle 2ci Jat'Lalion, )th i·,arines G? anG Cumpany "1;'1 at FS3 Henderson. Gom­
;?any 1It:!I alia Com:Jan;/ 'Ift'll at (Y}i (;(2345). COMpany IICII OPCON to 3d .oat­
talion, 4th harines. The follovd.llt; wiirning OrcBTwas sent to ;;o"l;Janies 
II .::;rl and fil" at lo43i,; },0"'8 an<.J join both com,J<mies at U Dumpllreys 
(,{L (27345) a.tl~ }re"Jare for helolift to Vandegrift Combat Base at 14 
13LCn. At le3Cl:, Gcm:Janies IIEII illK n:.'11 joined and established night 
defensive positions at (n (,27345). 
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Company "Etl and tlFIt I B extraction from Ll DUDlphreys to Vandegrift Com­
bat Base commenced at 143011 and completed at l62GIi. Alpha COllIIllBIld 
Group ~d H&,j(-) l~t [1'0111 FS13 Henderson to Vandegrift Oombat Base 
cOllll1lenced at lc2)H. rIhe lift was complete and 2d Battalion, 9th.l'~a.r­
mes CP opened at Vandegrift Combat Base a.t 164oH. Bravo ComuWld and 
Company llfoll remained at FSB Henderson to de-activate the FSa on 1$ 
June 09. 

At l1SbH, Command Group Bravo and Company "li" coounenced their lift to 
VandeGrift Combat Base. The lift tvas completed and l!'SD Henderson was 
or~ficially de-activated at 1256E. At 1300H, 9th ~j8.rine Regiment as­
sumed arCCN of Company "E" and. passed. O?CON tot'"'l'aalc 11'0roe Hotel a.t 
sam.e date time group as above for subseQ.uent chop to 4th Marines and 
displaooment to Ca Lu. At l)OOH, Operation Cameron Falls was offioi~ 
temina ted. 

2d Battalion, 9th l'Larines CP and Oompanies "H", "0" anci "F" at Vande­
grift Combar Base. Company liE" OPCON to 4th ~,ar1ne Regiment at Oa Lu. 
Ai~ 1$0011, 9th ~a.rines asswned O?CON of Company "0" from 3d Battalion, 
·4th Harines. . 

2d Battalion, 9th l-larines CP and Company "II" at Vandegr1ft Combat Ba88. 
Company "E" OPCON to 4th l>1ar1ne Regiment at Ca Lu. OomllalV "F" OPOON 
to let Battalion, 3d harines in the vicinity of Oon Thien. At lb2JH, 
Company IIG" lift comenced from Vandegrift Oombat Base anci enc1eci at 
17SSH with OPCON to 3d !3attr,11on, 3d ~~ar::l.nes. COl11~any IIF" commenced 
lift at 17CCU and cOM91eted at l733.li. At l8aCH, Oompany "HI' aaswued 
Bald lagle/Sparrow Hawk at Vandei%'ii't Combat Base. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP at Vandesrift COIilbat Base. Company nl" 
OPOON to 4th Harine lte,iment at Oa Lu. Oompany "F" OPCON to 1st Bat­
talion, 3d harines in the Con Tnien area.. company "Gil OPCOH to 3d 
Battalion, 3d harines also in the Con Thien area. Com~.lany "H" at Van­
desrif't Combat Base on a Bald Easle/Sparrow Hawk mission. 

2d I3a.ttal1c.n, 9th harines OP at Vandegrift Combat Base. Oompany "~II 
OPCON to 4th Marine Reg::lruent at Ca Lu. Oompany "F" OPCON to 1st Bat­
talion, 3d }:arines in the vicinity of Con 'l'hien. Company "G" OFOON 
to 3d Battalj.on, 3d l'iarines aJ,so in the Con Thien. area. Company "rill 
at Vand~srift COmbat Base on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk mission. 

I 

2d Battalion, 9th lJiarines OP at Vandei:rift Combat Base. Company "Ell 
OPCON to 4th Narine Regiment at Ca Lu. Company "F" OPOON to 1st Bat.­
talion, 3d Narines in the Con lllien area. COl:IP8lll "Gil OMN to 3d 
Battalion, 3d l-~arines in the area of Con Thien. Company nHI! . t Van­
de~r~ft Combat Ba~e on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk mission. 

liPP' 
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2(~ Jattalion, 9th l'..-rines G: at Vandegrift Combat Base. ~om;any 11":;11 

CrOON to 4th ~~arine .1egi'11ent at Ca Lu. C"lI" 1"lY I'F" CPCOI~ to 1st Jat­
ta1ion, 3d ~;arines in the area of Con Thien. Company "G" Ol)CVL~ to 
3d l3attalion, 3d ~larines in the a.!'ea of Con Thien. Company "iii' at 
Vandegrift Combat 9ase on a Bald ~ae1e/sparrow Hawk mission. .\.t 12.3,:1, 
'/andegrif't Combat Base received incor.ti.ng rockets resulting in 1 WIAE. 

2d 3atta1ion, 9th Earines C:? at Vandegrift Combat Base. Company I'~II 
C?CCN to 4th };arine Regiment at Ca Lu. Company "F" OPCON to lst Bat­
talion, 3d harines near Con 'l'hien. Company "GII CPCON to 3d Bat.talion, 
3d ~.arines in the Con Thien area. Com~Jany "Hit at Vandegrift C01,lbat 
Base on a Bald Ee.g1e/Sparrow Hawk mission. 

2d Battalion, ~th l-iarines 'JP at Vandei;trift Combat Base. Company iI~11 
vPCCN to 4th i'iarine .Regiment at Ca Lu. Company "F" OPCON to 1st Bat­
talion" Jd IVlarines in the Con Thien area. Company nG" OPCON to 3d 
Battalion, 3d I'iarines also in the vicinity of Con Thien. Uompany "HII 
at Vandegrift Combat Baas' on a Bald Eagle/SparrQw Hawk lni6Jion. 

2d Battalion, 9th }larines 01' at Vandegrit't Comba.t Baee. Ccmgan,y "~II 
CPCOU to 4th };arine aegitnent at Ca Lu, Company UFIt OlUlN to-ltJt aat.o 
talion, 3d I'I.arines near Con 'l'hien. Company "0" OPOON to JQ .lmttlltl1QJ), 
3d };arines near Con Thien. OomI'any "H" at Vandesritt COI'lba.t l3IllB8 on 
a Bald l~Gle/Sparrow Hawk mission. 

2d Battalion, 9th }lar1nes CP at Vandegr11't COInbat Base. Company "!!:" 
OPCON to 4th Narine Regiment at Ca Lu. Company "!~II CPOON to 1st Bat­
talion, 3d l-'.arines at Con Thien. Company "0" OPCON to 3d i3attalion" 
3d Earines also at ~on Thien. Company "H" at Vandegritt Combat Base 
on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Ha\-1k mission. At 23COi.i, Vandegrift COr.J.bat 
Base received 3 rounds of inc~~g which were assumed to be rockets. 

2d Battalion, 9th :Harines CP and Oompany IIGII at Vandegrift Combat Base. 
Company "Ell CPCON to 4th Harine Regiment at Oa Lu. company "F" OPOON 
to 3d Battalion, 4th }<!arines to stand lines at Vandegrift Combat Base. 
Company "WI at Vandegrift Combat Base on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk 
nission. At l61CH, Companies "F" and IIG" chopped back to 2d Battalion, 
9th Narines. At 17)00, Company IIfi'll chopped CIICON to 3c1 Battalion, 4th 
M.arines. At 113'0, an element 01' Company "G" walkea into a Jll1ne field 
at Con Thien Combat Base. All explosion .. ·e.sul ted killing two Marines 
and wounding another. 2 U~iC/KIA and l. ,1lSllC~. 

i. 

2d Battalion, 9th Harmes CP and Company "H" at V'andegri1't Combat. Base. 
Company "E" OPOON to 4th Marine Regiment at Ca Lu. Company NFl! O.POON 
to 3d Battalion, 4th Harines to stand lines at Vandegrift Combat Base. 
Company "GI' at Vandegrift. Combat Base on a Bald i:;agle/Sparrow nawk 
mission. At 084oH, Company "G" assumed responsi'bll1tl of Bald. Eagle/ 
Sparrow Hawk, replacing Company "H". 

.'fj. 
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2d t3attal1on, 9th Marines OP at Vandegrift Combat Base. Company "E" 
OPOON to 4th Harine Regiment at Ga Lu. Company IIFn OPOCN to 3d Bat­
talion, 4th ~larines to stand lines at Vandegrift Combat Base. Com-
pany "G" OPCON to Task Force Hotel. Company "Hit at Vandeir1f't Combat 
Base on a Bald Eagle/SparrOl'l Hawk mission. At o945H, the 2d Battalion, 
9th l-iarines at Vandegrift Combat Base received J rounds of l07mm rockets 
from an azimuth of 222 degrees. 2 USMCIKIA, 6 USMC/'NIA,E and 1 U'S1C/ 
WIANE. At l2.5Oli, Company "G" was notified to prepare for insertiOn ot 
oalu 3agle. Gompany "G" was chotJped O?CON to Task> Force Hotel and com­
lnenced lift at 1425H. Company "G" was further choppec to 1st Battalion, 
61st Infantry. Company nH" asswned the Bald Eai1e/Sparrow Hawk UpOD. 
departure of Company "G". At 1820H, an element of Company liE" (Xl) 
975568) shot himself in the left foot while cleaning a .45 caliber 
pistol. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "G" at Vandeerift Combat Base. 
Oompany "HI' on a Bald Eagle/i3parrow Hawk mission at Vandeirift Combat 
Base. Company "E" OPOON to 4th l<Iarine RegimeD.t at Oa Lu. Campany If,. 
OP('.ON to 3d Battalion, 4th ~larines to stand l1nes at Vandelrift Com­
bat Base. At l620H, the first elements of CtSlDpany "0" arriTed at Tan­
degrift Combat Base. Company "G" was passed back to 2d BattaliOD, ~th 
l-larines for rehabilitation and trainini_ At 164SH, the last elemeRW 
of Company "011 arrived at Vandelritt Combat BAse. 

2d Battalion, ~h Marines CP and Company "Ii" at Vandeuitt Caabat .Baae. 
Company I'E" OP~N to 4th Marine Regiment at Oa Lu. Comp8ll1' "F. OPCQN 
to 3d Battalion, 4th Marines to stand lines at Vandeir1ft Combat Base. 
Company "011 at Vandegrif't Combat Base on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk 
mission. A.t lOOOH, Company "G" relieved Company "HI! on Bald EaKle/ 
Sparrow Hawk. 

2d Battal1on, 9th Marines CP and Company "a" at Vancielr:Ltt Combat Base. 
Company no" at Vandelritt Combat Base on a Bald aile/Sparrow Hawk 
mission. Company "E" OPOON to 4th Marine Regiment at Ca Lu. COlIlpanies 
"F" and "H" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 4th Marines tor base cleten. ot 
Vandegrift Combat Base. At l)OOH, Company "H" was passed OPCON to 3d. 
Battalion, 4th Marines for base defense • 

.3 • '!'raining 

a. When time ~Q ~otical situation permitted, the companies held classes 
on a wide variety 01' General Mill tary Subjects, tam tired all weapons and cross­
trained ~larines for various jobs within the unit. 

b. There were 22$ personnel who received in-country ~p 1n4Qctrination 
;\,n ~qQQrgM~' ld.~~ P.;tlQ J$lO.3D. . 
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o. Formal schools attended by personnel werel 

SCHOOL --
NOO 
SNCO 
Land }'~ine 

NO. DAYS 

21 
6 
3 

ukinawa 
~uanG 'l'ri 
'-"lang Tri 

AT'f. -
1 
J 
6 

4. statistica.l breakdown by units of the operation action during the reportint.: 
period. 

a. Activities FT. S@. -
OP 25 
LP 80 
Ambush 22 
Patrol 37 

5. Casualties and damage inflicted on the enemy 

a. Personnel 

(1) NolA KIA 91 

(2) PO 11 2 

(J) Detainees J 

(4) Chieu l-ioi 1 

b. Weaeons caEtured 

(1) AK-47 69 

(2) SICS II 

(J) aPD 9 

(4) RPG 6 

c. Ordnance 

(1) AK-47 rounds 1,,355 
1.2) Rifle grenades 131 
(3) blmm rounds . 58 
(4) ·75171111 rounds 7 
(5) Grenade (concussion) 59 
(6) Gren~de (fragmentation) 30 
(7) Crimp cart. 60 

d. structures destroyed 

(1) Bunkers 70 
(2) Huts ,) 

III-10 
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(3) Tunnels 1 

e. FoOdstuffs and Medical gear 

(1) Rice 
(2) Grain 
0) Vitamins 
(4) Salt tablets 
(5) First aid 
(6) Battle dressing 

f. Ivliscellaneous 

(1) Brid~es 
(2) Boat 
0) Raft 
(4) Roi)e 

302 pOWlds 
J I COO pounds 

4 bottles 
J bottles 

)0 pou~ 
4 

1 
1 
2 

200 feet 

6. Friendly Casualties sustained durin~ the reporting period. 

(1) KIA 19 
(2) WIA llO 
(3) row 0 
(4) NBC 245 

7. New fechnisues Em~lo~d. None. 

8. Equipment 

a. The following is a report of the readiness of major items of oombat 
essentinl equipment: 

(1) Motor Trans.l2ort Allowance 0/11 oP/READI 

M-J7 4 4 ) 

M-15lAl 20 19 19 
M-274A2 )0 27 20 
1'!-101 4 4 4 
11-416 i8 17 17 
M-25o 1 1 1 
JOM.-l 1 1 1 
M-149 S 1 1 
~-718 , 1 0 0 

(2) COlIUllunications Allowance o/H - Op/RIWlY 

GGC-J 1 • e 
TCC-14 ;::a 2 2 

III-ll 
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URR-2.'3 1 0 0 
SB-22PT 5 S , 
pps-6 10 6 6 
Irvl-7 2 0 0 
HRC-BJ 2 2 2 
l1RC-87 1 0 0 
Mil.C-I09 2 2 2 
TGC-l4A 2 2 2 
PRc-47 5 .3 1 
PRO-41 J .'3 1 
PD-u,67 7 5 5 
GRO-125 7 7 7 
PRC-25 75 72 b9 
SSD KY-B 3 3 2 
AN/GRA-39A 12 Ui 10 
pU-348A/G 1 ex. 0 
PRC-77 19 4 4 
KY-J8 22 22 22 
Al.1/.oOO-l u 0 0 
TPS-21 2 0 0 
AN/UCC-2 1 0 0 

b. Major end items previouily evacuated to higher echelon maintenance 
facilities that have not been returned. 

(1) Motor Transport 

M-37 

(2) Communications 

PRC-41 
PRC-2$ 
AN/GRA.-39 

c. Battle Losses not replaced I 

IT&t 
PRC-2$ 
GP Tent 
OP Tent 
PRe-88 

9. Logistics 

•• Supply and Distribution 

Quantity 

1 

Quantitl 

2 
6 
2 

Quantity 
.3 
u 
2-
5 

Location 

FLSG-B 

Location 

FLSG-B 
Fr.sG-B 
FLSG-B 

(1) Force Logistics Support Group Bravo was the primary source ot supply 
and maintenance tor the 2d Battalion, 9th }larines. 
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b. Resupply 

(1) Resupply ,r1eures by class, of the 2d Batta.l101l, 9th Haraes are CUI 
follows: 

CLASS POUNDS -
I 166,375 
II 2,,608 
III 1,296 
IV 34.2Q2 
V 20,961 

roTAL 275,448 

(2) 'lotal resuppq f'1iUl"es for OPOON Battai101ls are as f'oUOWSI 1fOlm. 

0) Hot meals were proTided by the Battalion rear, located at Vandear1ft 
Combat Basel 't.o the Battalion in the field. as the tactical situation permitted.. 

c. Transportation 

(1) Surface transportation utilized Route Hl, betwe8R quane Tri aIld Dciai 
Ha and Route #9, between Dong Ha and Vandegrift Combat Base. 

(2) There are eieht vehicles that are deadl1Bed with 71 vehicles opera~D.aJ.'. 

(3) 2d Pllataoa, Compan.y "C", 3d Motor TranspGrt Batta110Jl vas in direct. 
support of 2d Battalio., 9th Marines. 

(4) Air transportation was providEkl by Task Force Hotel fl'Olll IlAG-J' aad. 
!t/AQ-J9. Helicopters were used. for resuppl1, med.ical eTacuation 'anD troop lifts 
under routine and amerl8Acy conditions. 

(5) .A. total ot 132.02 toJlS of resupply' was lIlavec! b7 helicopter ciur~ Juae. 
d. Engineer Suport 

(1) Com.pany "C"" 3d Engineer Battalioa proTided direot support to 2d Bat­
talion, 9th )lal'1lles. The engineer support for this period continued to be sat­
isfactory. 

e. Service Situation 

(1) This Battal1cm used showers, bakery, ice and laundry services lOC,a.ied 
at Dong 1Ia and Vandegrift Combat Base. 

o 
(~) Electrical power supply at Vandegrift Combat Base was Pro~~D7 

.', 

(1)" 
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r. SUPPly Situation 

(1) statistical data of priority 02 requisitions 

\ aj' priority 02 req,uis1 tiona unfilled at the end of Nay. 
(b 9 priority 02 re~uis1tions unfilled during June. 
(o 14 priority 02 requisitions completed during June. 
(d) 8 priority 02 req,uisitions unfilled at the end of June. 

(2) Priority Ol.req,uisitions unfilled consists of the following general 
Cit. tregories I 

(a) Oommunications, TIE items and repair parts. 
(b) Motor transport repair parts. 
(e) Engineer ena items. 
Cd) General supply. 
(e) Ordnance repair parts. 

, g. *edical 

(1) Casualties requiring treatment beyond the organic RAS and BAS were 
evacuated to Company "0" J 3d }t;edical Battalion located at Vande"r1ft Oombat Base 
and to 3d Medical Battalion located at Quang Tri Oombat Base. 

10. Civic Action. NONE 

11. Psychological \varfare. NONE 

12. Personnel and Administration 

a. Personnel 

(1) Enlisted MOS shortages 

HOS RANK SHORTAGES 

0122 E-4 1 
C311 E-5/E-4 49 
C331 E-5/E-4 27 
0341 .. , 5/'" .3 .1::.0- c- 24 
c351 i-5/ii:-4 9 
069 E-b 7 
(;848 ~-7 1 
2533 i.-5IE-3IE-2 5 
2542 E-4 2 
2591 E-S 1 
3041 £-7 1 
.3381 E-7 1 
3516 E-S 1 
3.511 E-J/E-2 3 

Ui~~USSiHEO 5711~ £-.5 1 
5931 E-5 1 

IlI-14 ~[]Qni 

ENCu.,g~Lhl (1) 
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(2) Rotation dur::lng the month (CONl1S) 

USMC OFF 

o 
Me ENL 

30 

NAVY OFF 

o 

(3) Replacement received dUL~g the montA 

UfttC OFF MC ENL NAVY OFF 

1 217 • 
(4) Casualties: 19 KIAi llD WUi o DOWi 

(5) Promotions I 

SgtMaj lstsgt ~ SSgt 

1 9 0 ., 
(6) l.:'ii'ardsl Silver star 

Bron:z.e star 
Purple Heart 
Navy Commendation 
Navy Achievement 
Vietnamese Cross c:tr Gallantry 
Navy Me Medal 

Adm1nistration 

(1) Speoial Services 

(2) Discipline: 

• 
NAVY !NL 

4 

NAVY ENL 

7 

242 NBC. 

s;t .2E! ~ 
11 96 156 

1 
11 

18) 
S 
7 

58 
S 

(a) Court Martials: Completed Penda; 

1 G(){ 
SPCM 
SCM 

o 
a 
1 

(b) Battalion Commmiers Office Hours: 2 
(c) Company Commanders Office Hours: 10 

(3) Harine PX and Postal Atfairs 

6 
2 

we -
11 

(a) PX. Facilities are adequate. 
(b) PoStal. Postal services between Division and 2d Battalion, 9th 

Marines rear was satisfactory; the system of sending mail to the troops in tae 
field was improved due to the fact that the mail room was at Vandegrift Combat 
Base. 
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(4) Chaplain Services 

(a) During the month of June, the 2d BattalioD., 9th Marines Chap .. 
lain held frequent Protestant Divine Services at the Company positions. Cath­
olic Divine Services were conducted at Vandegrift Combat Base, by tile Regment­
al Chaplain. 

13. Intelligence 

a. General Information. During the month of June, 2d Battalion, 9th Mar­
ines campletbd Operation Cameron Falls and returned to Vandegrift Combat Base 
to 'legin p. e-deployment preparations. 

b. Operation Cameron Falls. This Operation was conducted in the rolling 
hills south and southwest or-vindegrift Combat Base in the western portion of' 
Quang Tri ?rovince and along the northern section of the Da Krong River. Ele­
ments of the 57th NVA Regiment were reported to be operat1D:g east of FSB Sb.ep­
ard and north of FSB Whisman towards Vandegrift Combat Base and Oa Lu. Anti­
Aircraft fire was reported south of ,(o'SB Shepard in calibers .SO, 12. 7Jll11l and 
27r;un cuns. Vsndegrift Combat Base had received 82nun mortar and l22mm rockets 
from this area also. 

C. liLl's and FSB'a. During Operation Cameron ~'alls, the 2d Battalion, 9tb. 
Narines utilized two }<'SB's and four LZ' s. 

d. Analysis. Interrogation reports and documents translation reports con­
firmed that elements of the 5th, 6th and 8th Battalions of the 57th Regiment 
{AKA 24th Regiment), J04th Division were oper~ting in this area. There were 
also indications that the 20th Fiela Hospital was somewhere in the aeea. 

'.rhe Hoi Chinh 'Tho ralled to Company IIGII on 01 June stated that his unit, 
the 11th CompanYI 6th Battalion had the mission of -:bGelllm5:1lii f'Dlcee'ointli8e 
T-5 Battalion. The T-5 Battalion had the mission of attacking US forces in 
the Da Long area. the Hoi Chinh also gave the location of the 20th Field Hos-
pital a (m 936232'). The tactical situation did not permit the exploitation 

of this particular piece of information. 
Personal doclDIlents belongir).g to a dead. NVA platoon cammander revealed that. 

his unit was assigned to the 3G4th Division in Mq 1968. More recent notes 1J:l­
dicated that he was near the Ba Long River on 21 May 1969, and made a reconn&.is­
ance of Hill 824. 

The enemy encountered by Company "H" on 05-06 Juae were taller and beft~er 
than ~nemy troops usually encountered. Some bodies were found 10 be as much .a 
six feet tall. All the enemy troops appeared to be of neat appearance and tlad 
short hair cuts. They were well trained and disciplinedl 

The enemy made extensive use of concussion grenades during all maJor can­
tacts. After the assault on FSB Whisman and after Company "H- I S contact" these 
concussion grenades were found everywhere. The CroUJlld was Uterall;y covereci 
with them, hoth duds and unused ones. 

An attempt to exploit the Hoi Chinh was made by utilizing the new Pa,Opa 
"Early lford" system. On 01 June" less than two hours after he rallied, the. 
Hoi Chinh was broadcasting a plea to his comrades to rally to the aer1cans. 
Tl).lI.s was done by transmitting his voice from the ground at FSB Whisman to a 
PsyOps aircraft that circled over the suspected enemy positions. No direct 
resul ts are mown as yet. 
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14. Air Support 

a. Fixed ~ing Support 

(1) Dur:l.ng the month of June" rixed wing suptJort was used to a max­
ir.1um with outstanding results. 

Ca) 40 tactical air observation missions were flo'WIl~ .. ith lOG 
hours of visual reconnaisance. 

(b) 4 flare ship missions were flown. 
(c) 3 Spooky's called on station, but neither their guns nor 

rlaJ."e.., were utilized. 
Cd) 16 AG missions were flown dro~ping 226 D2's (svu pounds) and 

42 D26's (1000 pounds). 

b. 

c. 

(e) 31 close air missions were flown including one beacon 1Id-66ion. 

CAS Bomb Dalll8.fie Assessment 

(1) 8 KBA's and 7 probable KEA's 

(2) 5 secondary explosions 

(J) 5 sustaining fires 

(4) 59 bunkers destroyed, 18 uncovered 

($) 1$ bunkers heavily damaged 

lielicoEt~r Su~ort 

(1) Helicopter support for June can be rated as excellent to outstanding. 

(a) 2 assault and 10 tactical troo) lifts were accomplished. 
(b) 2,,244 personnel \'Iere belolifted. 
(c) 21 medevac missions 'Were flo"m, ev"cuating 97 iJersonnel. 
(d) 4 C&.C missions Here flown. 
(e) one TN resu1>I-'ly mission Has tried. 
(f) It was impossible to keep track of the total number of heli­

copters used by the Battalion during June. 

d. Personnel and ~quipment 

(1) The Battalion h~s one TACP with two officers and one enlisted. 
All FAG teams are equipped with ~; capabilities and the Battalion GP is eq~ipped 
with UHF facilities also. 

(2) Com;?anies II Ell ~ IIF" have only one FAC personnel in sup:;:.ort of theIil.. 
COmflalY "Gil and nH" have two FAG representatives. The Battalion also has one 
enlisted FAC representative. 
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1$. ARTILLERY 

a. Supporting Fires 

(1) 2d Battalion, 12th Marines provided direct support artiller,y fires 
for 2d Battalion, 9th M.arines during the month of June. "D", "E" and "F" Bat. 
teries of 2d Battalion, 12th Y.arines provided l05mm support. n~ Battery, 2d 
Battalion, 12th Marines provided u.2 inch mortar support. 

(2) General support was provided by the 3d Provincial 155mm (towed) 
Eowitzer battery and by a platoon of Abrry 175mm guns (self-propelled). 

(3) Nature of missions fired included: lJVA in open, NVA in bunkers, 
b ... · :;king fires, active mortars, prep fires, lieU's and TOT's. 

(4) Total round expendures are as follows: 2565 HE, 129 Illunination 
and 179 WP. 

16. Communic~tions and Electronics 

a. General. During the month of June the Communication PJlatoon continued 
to provi~radio, message and wire service for the Battalion at the rear, in 
Quang Tri, VeB and in the field. During the latter part of the month the ~om­
munication Platoon began prepard.ng for embarkation to Okinawa. All equipment 
is beine properly P.l.:ld and preparE'c-' for shipment to Okinawa. 

b. ~'iire. ~Jormal wire use was employed at I.;;uang Tri and. 'leD during the 
month. ~uang Tri, approximately l!amiles of wire was used for maL~tenance 
of existing lines. The SB-22 switchboard at '/GB was moved from the .3-4 tent 
to the COC b1U1ker. New lines were laid to the SHOO I s, officers" CO's, Sargeant 
~~ajor' s and the 0-5/3-3 I s living areas. ,An adciitional line was laid to the .3-4 
for embark traffic. 5 l~iles cf wire was Llsed at VeB for maintenance of existing 
lines and the layinb of new lines. During Operation Cameron l"alls, switchboards 
"Tere installed at FSB's ~fuisman and Henderson. A total of 4 miles of wire we:ee 
used at the two FSB's. 

c. Radio. During the month of June, nor:nal radio comr.lunicaticn was employ­
ed. ,fuile the Battalion CP was at FSB Henderson it 'fdS necessary to set up a 
re-LIY team on 1-:ill [jl9 since direct comr.i'..ll'lication tuth Cor:lpanies "EI' and IIF" 
was impossible due to terrain features between the Com~anies and the Battalion 
CPo Cn the 14th the Battalion' CP moved back to VCB lo/here nonnal radio commun­
ication has been employed from the l4-J·:)tho IrJ.ring the }eriod of 16-20 June" .2d 
Battalion, 9th Narines took part in a PRc-47 test net for one hour daily. The 
resalts of this test were good although field ccnditions were not encountered 
since the Batt~lion was at VeB at the time. The problem of battery re-charging, 
resu?ply and lack of mobility of the PRc-47 still plagues the Battalion in the 
field when the PRc-47 is used. 'oath the small amount of traffic on the TAR 
net a PRC-25 is much more desirable in the field than a PRc-47. ' 

. d. Hessage Center. The message center processed 402 incoming and 310 out­
go1ng raa~o messageS during the month and 945 incoming teletype messages and 6 
outgoing messages. Normal shackle deliveries were made to units in the field. 

DECLASSIFIED 



•• SECRET 

CONTENTS 

spot Reports ) 

f- IH.t Reps (k rJJL 
Frag-orders ) 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART IV 
SUP?ORTDla OOCUMENTS 

~-r 

2. .'Operation Order' '7- ~q(CA~c-R.Ori ,C',09<..c.s (.,31 rn~t.,q) 

~_/I'l) f.. R_~-r C o~~ C. PI (VI G.. P- 01\1 t {:\\...LSJ..5/ /Y)7 _ /~ t. 7 

1V-1 

DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 
ENCl£)SURE (1) 



., 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
••• 

19th 'Mar. Regt. 
~ " ., ~ T ~Il F 0 ~ tf f - G 9 

• I, • ~ • If 
df/l 

~'ARTERS 
3d Battalion, 9th Martnes 

li Marine Division (bin), FMP' 
FIle San Francisco, Calitom1a., ~2 

Plwa. CCIIIDWld1ng Officer 
TOI C_aneliag Oaeral, 34 Marine Division 
VI& I c.uaarutiDC Offioer, Jth Marine Regiment 

SUbjl c.bat Operation After Action Report; sullmi8sion.f 

!eta (a) .,.. (1) 'l'hca Dec I1nh, Sheet -342 II 1I,I,'*' 
(_> 'th Marilles OPOJU) 5--' 
(0) Di~ 3100.lJ) 

1. CODE NAME. Operation CAMERGN FALLS 

2. DATES OF OPERATION. 31 Ma7 19" through 15 Juno 1'" 

3:IMT:dwt 
5750 
U June ., 

CC)lS9 -~ ? 

3. IDCA'l'ION. Dl the central portion of Quang Tri Premce, along tile northern f'\ 
D& Irene River. ~' 

b. TASK ORGANIZA.TION 

2d Battalion. 'th Mar1Ms (Rein) 
lIltS C~aD1' . 
~·E" 
CGIapany ·F· c.paD7 .QII 
a-pal17 ·H" 
2d natoon, CeDlpany "C", 3d Engr. BIl. 
Dat. HS'nn, 3d Shore Party In. 

I.IaDL. G. C. rox 
CAPT. R. H. SVT'ION 
CAPT. D. K. SIHMJIB! 
lS'l'I.!. J. L. GANGWER 
CAPT. D. C. WILSON 
CAPT. G. W. SATCB'&-
2DLT. E. H. CHILDRESS 

Dat. BOD 'nI, He_quarters Company, 'th Kar1De Repment 
Dat. Scout/Sniper Platoen, Headquarters c.p.ny. 9th Marine Regiment 
Dat. Scout/De, TIl, 3d M:l1ita.17 Police ID. 

5. SVPPOIl'l'DlG NRCES 

.. JRTIU,ERY 

(1) 241 lattalioa, ,th Marines rece1_ direct artUlerr support fra 2 • 
• attallen, 12th Marines, which was reiDt.reM ~ a Previsional B.~,t~ r~t~:).5~ 
Bow1t .... frca the 4th Battalion, 12th Marin... .0'I;;t!U~~~~j~'t~J:·· 

(2) Nature ot targets included. eD8IIl" centact, Dunkers, act1ft aortars.t 
actift art-ill_IT, HltI'., TOT'. ad prep tires. 

1 .," )A-~ ~I 
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() Artillery support throughout the entire period was generally timely, 
accurate and effective. 

(4) Total rounds expended were: 2,505 HE; 12' ILL; 17' WPj 52 Firecracker. 

b. AIR SUP1"ORT. (FIXED WING) 

(1) Fixed wing support was outstanding, particularly in support of units in 
contact. ill fixed wing was requested through the Reg:1mental Air Net and Aerial Ob­
server controlled tor the units, due to the poor VHF communications. 

(2) The Battalion CP had good UHF camnunications but were Imahle to direct 
fixed wing support, due to the terrain features. Fixed wing support consisted of 
both pre-planned and immediate requests. The average reaction time was twenty~-
utes fran the t:iJl1e it was requested and the time it arrived on station. . 

(3) Fixed wing support consisted of; 

.~ . <a) 32 olose air support missions • 
. (D) 1. TPQ missions with a total of 150,000 pounds of ordnance dropped. 
(c) 40 tactical air observation missions were flown, with Aerial Obser­

vers covering units in contact. 
(d) 4 flareship missions were flown. 3 Spooky missions were called in, 

but did not work due to the tactical situation, regarding the troops. 
. (e) 7 gunship missions were flown with outstanding coverage. 

(4) CAS Damb dlDlage assessment: 

(a) 8 KBA. 
(b) 59 bunkers destroyed. 
(c) 1 large bamboo hut destro~d. 
(d) 5 secondary fires and large explosions. 

c. AIR SUPt'ORT (HELICO~ER) 

(1) Helicopter support was excellent to outstanding. Three helicopters were 
damaged and one was shot down attempting to mede~c personnel. The pilot of the 
downed helicopter assisted Company "HIt by directing supporting air. The heliccpter 
pilots were exceptionally co-operative in that on one occasion a pilot went at least 
5,000 meters out of his assigned flight pattern to extract an external. 

(a) Two assault and ten tactical lifts (2J344 personnel). 
(b) 21 medevac missions (197 personnel). This does not include the per­

sonnel medevaced on resupply helicopters. 
(c) 4 C&C missions. 
(d) 2 CH-4e TPQ air drcps were attempted; 1 resupply drop to a unit fell 

short and the other fell long. 

2 
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a. DBSCRIPrIOlI OF TO OPERATING AREA. 'peratiell Caae1'On Falla vas conducW 

in the rollliii h1ii. Inth aDd southW.st of Vandegrift CaDbat lase in the western 
portion or Quane Tr1 Prennce aDd along the northeI'D section of the Da Krang River. 
Ret r AIlS Sheet, '3ta ll. 

It. 'fIIDlUII FU.'1'IUS. !he terrain con.ista ot rell1Dc hill. ooftreci with var1e4 
veg.tation. ROCk f.aat1aa are found. over aost of the area. PrClllinant terra1n t.a­
ture. 1D the area 1ac11Ul. DeDI Cho Cn 0173,.,), LZ Mink (ID ,8'3SI), Co Tan (ID '41-
)ll), Do11l Cu 0111 (ID 1e'3)3) and the Da (reng Riftr. . 

c. TWFICAlILITr. tratt1cuillV in tb1s area ranee. frCIIII eaceU_t w poor. 
Alone the DIO trag EYer, tIM HDq Nnks atford. tut, nnb1ntlerecl .0~8Ilt. Cro •• 
ooant17 .on-at 1Il the billa 111 bapered 'bJ the ste ...... of the terrain ad the 
tb1cIm ... of the Yeletat1or1. 

4l. r fI .AP.PROA.CH. (1) 1Pr1endl.J avenues .f approach 111 tb1e area vouU 
include b8lloeptoer lW1 "I scm... (2) En8117 aftDue •• f approach 1Ilclude the 
lcnr areas adjaoeat to 'tiM r1: .. rs and .tre ... and tra:1lutvorlts. 

e. S'l'WK FORDDO POINTS. '!'be toUov1ng 111 a llllt .t .trw. tording points in 
th18 area. the a"rap aepfli ot the vater at these sites vas traa two to thJtee teet .. 

t. 'lICIETAnOB. '1'he Yeptati.on in this area consists ef open areas cover_ 
nth e1epbant grus and beaT1l1 wooded hUll nvered with double canow. 

I. 1I>A.D AID TUnS. !be" are no roads 111 this area, but there vere nuaerous 
trans of ftiIi1lii .1 ... aDd ccnditions. Tbe trails in the vioin1V of (n 123S) 
were foaJUi to De .. aula u fin teet vide with hal"'cl-packetl dirt nrtace. The •• 
larger traill an oapa'b1. ot band.l.1ng con'YOJB of elephant. c&rl'7inl supplies, wt 
_ 1Ild1c_:lons to 'tAis etfect vere found. in our area of eperations. 

b. ImLICOP'l'1R LIlfDIBG ZGMIS. During Operation Caeron ralla, 2d lattalion, 
9th Hariri.. linn ... _ n:r. npport \&88. aDd ~- bel1cepter landing sones. 

HAD -
rsl ""'-an 
PSI 18DCl.!'IIOII 

l.Z "". II n. ....... a 
t.z ........ 
:t.z t.D1lq (A) 
tz c .. ut.t1_ 
ItZ 111M. 

LOCATIO. 

(ID n4)3S) 
(D (82411) 
(II> 99)347) 
(m C07JS3J 

1
m 1263'2 
~021U$4 
tD 111)61 

(m "'361) 
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2 CH-4"a 
2 CB-$3'. 
1 CB-4' 
1 aa-4' 
1 CI-$3 
1 CB-4' 
101 ... , 
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Atter collation of all 1n!0~at1on derived fram 

interrogation reports, document. translation reports and info~ation available in 
order of battle fUes, it was confinled that eleaants of' the S7th Regiment (aka 
24th Regt), 304th Division were in this area. Information gathered fram a Hoi Chanh, 
who rallied on 01 June 6" placed the 20th Field Hospital and Regimental CP in the 
area west of FSB Whi8lllan. 

(1) STRENGTH. Elements of at least three batta110ns of the 57th Regiment 
(aka 24th Regt) to include the 5th, 6th and 8th Iattalioll8. contacts ranged frail 
isolated sightings to multi-company encounters. 

(2) TYPE WEA,P()NS AND ~UIPMENT. The usual infantry weapons were employea. 
by the enemy dUrliii this operation. This is to include small arms, autamat1c vea­
pons, RPO's, r1!le grenades, mortars and possibly a recoilless rifle on one occa­
sion. One unusual note vas the unusually large amount of concussion grenades 
carried by each enerv soldier. The Hoi Chanh, who rall1ed, stated that each II18ll in 
his unit was required to carry at least eight of these concussion grenades. When 
queried as to why tbe;y carried so Jnan;Y, the Hoi Chanh stated that he did not know. 

() TYPE OF UNIFORMS. The uniforms in all encounters were of a neat appear­
ance. They consisted or fight green 1I'billt1ea with new ccabat equipnent and metal 
helll1ets. The t1"QOpS thad:. at tacked FSI Whisman al1 had a white piece of cloth tied 
around their lett am above the elbow. 

(4) AGE OF lIAIS. The age of enem;y KIA's averaged about in the earl;y twen­
ties for the regQlar troops and as high as the middle thirties for the platoon lead­
erl that were killed. 

(S) TACTICS USED 

a. eoac ...... · the attack on FSB Whisman, OD 01 June i9, the attacking 
units received their attack orders at )llOOOH *;y 49. The ene:ny- units route march­
ed tram 120UH on 31 MaJ, approaching the FSB b;y cutting a trail witb their machetes. 
POWls captured af'ter the battle claim to have received no withdrawal intormation. 
Dur"ing the battle, the enemy used sandbags, logs and bam'boo bangalore torpedoes to 
breach the wire. They employed RPG1s and rifle grenades against gun positions and 
made extensive use of concussion grenades against open positions. The side of the 
hill that took the main thrust of the attack was literally covered with these con­
cussion grenades, both duds and unused ones. 

b. On 0,-06 June, Company "H- made contact with an est1Jnated two-CQIJI.­
pany size enemy force. The initial major contact occured when the canpany encoun­
tered. an L-shapea ambush. The enemy eJIlployed two light machine guns to the fra·1;. 
and two . light machine guns to the right flmlk. The enemy was positioned along r0CiI!. 
fonnations approximately 20-)0 feet above the frien~ tnope. The enem;y II18i.nta1n­
ed contact through the night employing basic fire and maneuver tacticra. Above 
average discipline and leadership was evident in this attack. In this contact, there 
was an unusually large number of concussion grenades employed also. 
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j. ENEMY STRUCTURES. During Op®S''::::'1~io,,""''A CQ,1<l"@!.'l FallfJ j 2d Battalion, 9th Marines 

located one tteid hospital and (ID.1J 8Ql1.spe~t~cl lJ5(~wi!)n OF loe~ted within a cave com­
plex in the Vicinity of (In 02uJ~4) a ©'~hGlr g:~~lRl,cttu"~s J(©Wl.a. included: 

(1) Hut. .3 
(2) Bankers 4 
(3) Fighting Holes 4 
(4) Bridge 1 

(1) The enelll7 were of a wgelr ~l':t·a':0'rul"'::l '~~8n,~~untsll'~d in the past. ill 
were of a neat appearance with shoE"!;, '~:n2'~v' f:L'IlL~3l::D1ilBils c'lil11 ehc!'t and n~.'ewic> 
cience of hard work shoved on th€J1Lso h:<'lryoso 

(2) One ot the Cluest10ns ~-OI.1C(K;;W:\mJ @O)."l.\·~Qct~ '1:J"1tb the SliA,zmy forces d.ur­
ing this operation vas tbe erlensi'Z'Q 1Jl.a;! 01' c~c1.'lr;)si~m rg~adG8 by the enemyo '!:fh::r 
were the enemy troops required to G8J,."£,,'.. ~@ ""'l'TI;; aID GiJh~i; QZ ';;'hz,:<)(S CO!.'ll,~·q)1(;s:i.©ll. gl":3"" 
nades when the normal grenade 10Slc1 f,:'£;' Ci"u m'3Y ':".::':::$"~P'~1f !LID thro~ (C!l.1Ca.lIIJ'. t'X'eg) gN­

nadell1 one reasen may lte tbat it iEii l?~l; ~j@ll .51l.i'G·~ f~r clo,3s-in fighting' 
(droPPin& fran. trees/throwing into op.rm pWj;.:doEtfi &t '~l©Eis nnge~ beoause of the ~.> 
mum shrapnel. Another reason for i/~s 1JJ@~ ~~ru..j b~ 1slbst it em bel uzed m pl9.@'" af 
regular satchel charges. One vari6t7 IIY!: ';;'b,'!i C;')il'I.~1)J1£@i'2~ ~.s\de8 f·ound is '{'hr&AdH 
".t both ends, allowing them to be scro""m -:c·:::,@~)t-hGlr fr;;;;r ~1:1!!telr explosive power. 
The other variety of grenades vas f(}"mll ti.3·ij 'k,'[J<91Ji,oor 'tJ-i ~h 'rlne or plastic cord. 

, 0) The H01 Chanh, who ralli@OI 0:11 U1J\!i;'1.e, 13t;:.t-e~ thzt, W ~lt, the 11th 
Ccnpany, had a mission of tran8portin~ ri,ge foX' 't:bs 't=5 ~tt&ll,on~, The T-5 Battal= 
ions miasion was to attack: I.S. foro,sa in 1,;,he IDa ttlil!C Q2'gec 'i'h3 Ho1. Chanh's com­
plete unit designation was the 8th ~q~" J..tl l?M';~'OO~ llt~ Ccmpany, 6th Battalion, 
57th Regiment (aka 2uta Regt), .304'(,h ID1niI'M~'J NG ,~,~ X'\'j~rted. that the 20th 
Field Hospital vas leeated vicinit.y {II, 83,12J2 ;'0 

(4) A personal'. document bsloo~iJnqZ t!> 8. plaV,:,QD l,z,oo®I' 101 cne of the units 
that attaclceci Company IIHn revealed t1M!~ ~~ &'1I,t] ~~ ~i':;:' ~t!lrGl ~B51i!.gned. to the 304th 
Division in May 196ij. More recent D£/~5J ~il;ui.te. '"l'ul't, ~:,Jiliilfi ~"tBe. k;fjeiii tift!' 
on 21 Mq 19i', ... tbat be bad ~'3 f'. Jf'®©Id:M:1:':!] 24 ~ 19M' of Hill ,124. 

(S) An attslpt. .. exploit, 'fr,l::G m~,i Ch . .:lrrllil 1;'j'M ~8·:a; by ~tU11d.Dg the nw 
PB,Ops "EARLY WORD- systaa. CD 01 JUJ~&l~D kfDS 'tMt t"..:J© ~V~ Cl.fter he rallied, tOe 
Hoi Ohanh vas making a plea to ~ filllllmi (;o::IdZ'Ii'.Gl.;:.@ to S'~ ~ the Americana. This 
V88 done ~y tr8ll8D11tting h1a ,",1.eQ f~ tlTh~ GC'~.MW1 c,j~ l!~ ~m3 to a PsyOpMl ~ 
cratt whioh relqed the ltroadCe$i$. m0 i\b ZlaJl'.5 8\'71lE' i~'31 ~~0§·~..a ~e:Jll" posi,ti~ .. 
Tbere are DO mown resul. ta U jev,o 

7. MISSION. 2. Battalion, ~h M&>m~iJ ©'l1! D=~;r c·~n&m~t"·~li~homa assault into 
LZ Whisman, secure and re-act1 "Gt.@ !F'£D l.f!l.:L,'"lj;Il'trr'! ,!lJm1 ,~.r~'l'OOO ill operations in as­
signed area ot operations to kill.fl 'G~/i;..m~ :~T;' ii0[:i;.l'©;J 1:.k!JO tmamy, his supplies anel 
equipnent. 
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•• CONCEr'l' OF OPERATION. On)l May 1969, 24 Battallon, 9tb Marines COlllJlleDced 
OperatIon Cameren .. ana with a battaliOlD. (-) halo-assault into FSB Wbi8lllall. c..­
P8Il1 no- and. H&S (-) proviAl" .ecurity and reactiw.te41 tbe FSB. COIIlpaJl7 "F" 1Jame­
diateq concb1cte« RIP operatieaa to the east towartl the Da lrong River and Co1IlJBI17 
-I- 4eploJed to the Borth to .earcb out eneDJy 1I)e's. Cempq' "Hit located at Van­
degrift COIlbat Bue vu rehabilitating and preparing to participate in the operation. 
At 021511, on 01 June '9, the enaIJ launched an est1mated. ccmpany sized attack on 
FSB Wb1sman. Company -Oil vl\lllted the enemy attack and pursued the withdrawing forces 
at first light. Interrogation of a Chieu Hol, after the attack, indicated the pres­
ence of a Reg1Jnental CP and hospital in the Dong &n area to the west of FS! Whisman. 
Utilizing this information, Company "E" vas ordered west and ComP8D7 ·H~ on U2 June, 
was liftecHto FS8 Whisman and deployed to the west/southwest. On u3 June, Regimen­
tal headquarters instructed ~l>attal10ns to switch emphasis to the east to com­
plement 3d Battalion, 9th Marine operations. This resulted in Company "H" being 
lift.ed into LZ Ticonderoga, which was secured by Ccmpany "F". Compa.n;y nEt' termin­
ated movement west and moved north to continue the initial assigned mission. Com­
Pav -F· Har6ha4£dut the wut bank: or the Da Arong River and conducted. a river 
crossing. Ccnpany "Ha hM one platoon eross the riYer and vi th two platoons began 
moving along the south river bank in an easterly direction. On uS June, Comp8D1' "H" 
(-) encountered a large enemy force. With all indications of eneD'l1" reinf'orcements, 
CcapaD7 -E" with the Ailpha COIIIIIIand Group helo-a8saulted into the vicini. ot LZ 
Lang1e,. on the morning of 00 Jae to exploit the contact. Compmy nF" aimultaneously 
was moved east, north of the river, to cut off eo~ withdrawal in that direction. 
The cc.ltaot lasted untU the afternoon of 06 June, ~heII:~ "E"' s approach trca L'.~ " 
the east/southeast caused the en_yo to vithdraw. Qa the morning of 01 June, C.pa:m;r 
• aM c.pany -H" 3011184 and con4_"'~a search .t the area. en 01 J1m8, C.pru::\1 
-E" aoY8G east aleng the -.thbank and Cc&pany "F" aoved parallel alool the nor"ttl 
\)aJlk of the rber. Th1e ......... r uncovered a larp en~ etaging area which was 
pre'ba.~ a regimental CP site. CClllpany "E" captured a large cache of weapons and teo~­
atutfa. The area, a large cave oomp1ex, had several aid. station8 which were hea-r.l.17 
used aa a re8ult of the Company "H" contact. On the eppoe1te river bank, Canpany "F" 
follIld large quantities .r 8IIIIIlunition and equipnent whicb hacl been hastu,. aDandcmed. 
Ccmpan;y "E" and COlI1peny II,. continued maneuvering eut in pursuit of the en~. On 
10 June, the Alpha CGnm.and Group helo-1ifted back to FSB Whisman and Canpany "Hit 1'8-

turned to Vandegrift C.bat Base. Canpany "H" bmed.iately" began an overland move 
to l'SB Hendersen. At 10001, FS! Henderson was secured. The BattaliDD CP with nEW 
Batte!"J, 2d Battalion, 12th Marines and. "W" kttery, 2d lattalion, 12th Marine. ware 
belo-lUted. to re-activate P'SB Henderson. canpany "0" was to lift to P'SB Henderson 
and cOhduct a search 8I1d destrG7 operation t.o the south and west to complement the 
3d Battalion, 9th Marines forcea. Prior to' 1lI1plementat1an, the mission was cancell.~ 
SDd CCIIlpany' -(lit 88BU11lH the "Bald Eagle" mission aDd was chopped OPCON to 3d. Jatt<}.l~­
ion, 4th Marinea. en ~ June, Company liE", ",. and the Alpha COJlllland Group were tJSl~)·> 
lifted. back to VaDdegrU't CCIIlbat Base. On 15 June, the Iraw CCIIIJIlalld Group, CCIIlP8ll1 
-B" and r_rrl n1 ng art1Ue17 units de-activated FSB Bendereon and vas helo-lifted to 
Vandegrift CCEbat Base concluding Ope.ration Canerem Falls. 
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2. Jattel1oa, ~ Har1n.s Cl aDd c.pan1 .. -1-, -,. aM -(JII belo-.. sal:W 
1I1to P'SI ~eD .. CCPMncM Opent.:i.on Caeru ralli. All .oves ""' 0 .. -
pleW '-7 13M. At l.64GI, the lut PD8 of -. I.tterr, 2. Iatt.l1ca, 12t1l 
Mar1Aee aTi.,. aDd PSI Wbi.·n ... re-aotbaW. Bttectb ... t 123_, flit 
JIariDe leca-t pua .. oroo. of C-.p~ -II- te 24 lattallon, 9tb Mar1Du. 
~ 11]1- tI1apla&HMl fr<II raJ .... r te Tuul.p1.tt C.Nt ..... 

• 1 J •• 0.. -. eaducterl 1 ___ lNIh, 1 lquad patre1 ad 1 platoon panl. 
0.. -,- OODIIIlcted 2 " tpll .. 1 Co. patrel. 
0.. -(P acmIlucW k PI UII and 2 squad paWela. 
Co •• !- at T .. ecr1ft c. .. t ..... 

2 ... t .. 11_, ~ Jllar1De. CP aDd ~ -(pi at.. PSI Wh1_aD. Ca.p8ZQ' -,. . 
at (ID "3JJ.1) .... ~ -I" at (m "l3S1). At. u2lSJ1, the lit lqad, 

:lflt. lit pl&teoa .t 0apeD7 .QII reod: ...... "7 _111M I1ID tire whtob wu tbe 
1Id.t.1al c_taot ot .. lilA ccapIIIIF ..... l_ aua1l1t .. the PSI. The IiTl UM 
BPQII, rUle pwwlM, beaY7 aaob1ne pu, alltcaaUo ........ , s.tollel 
cbarps ad ~ crenad... Calpan7 -(]II IlappI"HIM tIae attaOk -, u1q au. 
ava1la~ terc.s &lid o!"laDio ... pou. A plaw. t~ ~ ·0" pul'IRI8Cl 
the ..., atter ceAt.ct ... DrokeD aDd recoftnci 1 Chin 101. lteI1Ilt.l. l 
~ • "w:Ja1SMC~l' RT~ '11:-. The 3 POWID 

were ea. aDd OM 80ed QuDc T.rl .... 
pltal atter all 1D1t1al 1nterrolatlol1. Iqu.1J1U1lt 1Ilol1ldH. 2 RPG laaelleN, 
2 ltPJ) .aolWle pu vitA k clZWl macaams, 1 1lPI: .. cb1l1. pD. v1t.1l 2 lIoIIa.1za88, 
12 AI-47 r1tlea, 2 SO r1tlea, 2S Cb1Cca COIlcu_ion cruad .. , 7 ChiC- IN­
Dad .. , • NDcalore terpecloea, assorted aeclical flqD1p"ct aDd ahoe'lneGU 
~te. At na, ke2 laattel7 litt c..,lete to PSI Whiam. Ie .... * 
bnra ot 1401 .. 1831, ~ .,. ... liPt OODtact with 2 IfTA at (m ,9-
33h5) renl\1nc ill 2 NTA/IU. 

12 JUDe Co. -I" caDcted 1 Co. patrol ad 1· squad _lIub. 
Co. -,. o.uucw 2 platoon patrola aDd 3 aqa.ad. patrola. 
Co. -(111 conclucted 3 sqaad patrols aDd 4 " U'I. 
~1UIf OOI1ductH 1 Co. patHl and 3 n U's. 

241 Iatta11., ~ IIar1nN CP aDd Ccapaiv' -(111 at FS. Whi-,n. Cc.p8D7 tttp ~:' 
(m ""322). CcmPaD7 -I" at (I» ~1344) and ec.paD7 -P- at {In 9903.$2)0 jJ. 

"., ~ - .. ~8DCed belo-l1t, te PSI Whieen. The 11ft 1IU ocmplete 
at .,.. A' llCKll, ~e let plateon ot C~ • (pi , vb1le tm patrol, .... 
oeatao' .ith 1 ITA at (I» ,.,Sl34) renltina ill 1 lIT.I./II.l. At l4l6B, CGIPUT . 
·r reoel .. 16 to 20 rounds of 8211a aortar tire ll'Cil tiD "'.337). .AJ1 ar­
tul.17 II1as1oll ... callecl ill with result. lIDlmGlae There vere DO caSllalt1ea. 
raJ Vh1... reo.1TM a total of IS anmde ot 82IIa aor+.ar tire !rca (ID 99S-
3)4). Cea. t.ar-u.tt.e17 tire ... retumecl with a .. IIOrtara aDd art,1llel'7 vi tll 
aIal_ nnl1il. 1enlt81 • V_/tlU!f! ad AI ISMO/!U!. 
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U~~~·;',<.~~SS~fi~ 
0) June c.. liE" conducted 2 aquad ambushes, 1 FT LP and 1 Co. patrol. 

Co. II,. conducteci 2 squad Ulbushes, 2 FT LP'a and. 2 platoon patrols. 
Co. IIQ11 conducted. 3 " Ula and 4 FT opt a. 
Co. IIHII COIkiucteci 3 F'l' LP' a and 1 CO. patrol. 

2ci Iattal1o!1, 9th Marines CP zd Compan7 IIQ11 at "9 Wh181!1an. ~ liE" 
at (I» 949344). Caapany IIF" at (!D 104354) and C_~ liB- at (I» "3313). 
At 17)O!l, CompanY' IIF" reported a medeva.c helioopter received .all arms tire 
trClll (n OOS35.). Fire was retumed and an !erial Obael"Y'er on station called 
in tixed v1Dg and artill8l"1 with 1llJlcD01IIl results. 

04 June Co. IIE'1 conducted 1 Co. patrol, 1 platoon am.'aush and 2 FT LP' a. 
Co. II,. oonductei 1 platoon ambush, 2 FT LPts and 2 squad patrols. 
Co. 1I(}11 conducted 4 FT LP'a, 3 FT OPls and 1 squad patrol. 
Co. IIHII cODducte4 2 squad 8mDuahes, 2 FT tpla and 1 Co. patrol. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Canpany 1Ia- ail "S8 Whisman. CompUl7 II. 
at (ID 9SlU52). Compan7 "F" at (YD 003354) &lid CIIIlp&Il7 "HII at (lD 115352). 
At O'32R, CCIIlpany liB- reported that a medenc helicopter received. AI-47 tire 
tram (ID 973303). Hue,r gunships and an Aerial ODaerver on station retur.Ded 
tire. F1xecl wine a1.rcraft and artillery were used resultH in one Wnker 
being dut1"O)'8d aIld 2 NTA/KU. At O'5~, CompanY' IIH" vas litted. to LZ ti­
conderoga (n (07353) f'rClll (il) "3313). The llf't vaa c_pleted at 103511. 
Wbile on patrol, C~1ID.7 IIQ'I (-) tound an 8nE!lQ' grave approx:1matel1' two te 
three days old. in the vicini t,. ot (XD "134SJ. 1 If"/IU. At l800H. PSI 
WbiaDan receift4l 2 rounds ot tlat-tra.1ectol"7 tire fran. the grid (m 9732)0 
Fixed v1nI aircraft vas called in with unJr:newn results. 

OS June Co. "E11 coDducteG. 1 Co. patrol. 
Co. 11,- conducted 1 platoon patrol and 2 a~ patrols. 
Co. "GII conducted 5 FT LP' a, 2 squad patrols and 1 FT Op~ 
Co. II." conducted 1 platoon patrol and 1 Co. (-) patrol. 

2. Battallon, 9th Marines CP and Compan7 "G" at 1SB Whisman. Caupan7 liB" 
at (In '~3"). Company IIHII (-) at (YD 0193'2). The 3d platoon ot Can­
P81V "HII at (n O1l359). Company IIFII at (ID 00'352). At a.SOH, FSB Wh1s­
lIlaJl received approxmatel,. 3 rounds of enan,. artillery- tire frcm the Vicin­
it,. of (In rrO)03) with the rounds impacting eu.tside the perimeter to the 
north. No casualties were sustained. At 06t58H, an Aerial Observer arrived 
on station aDA spotted smoke at the above grid.' Fi.xed wing and an artillery 
mission vas called. in on the suspected en8llQ' position which resulted in one 
large eecond&r7 explosion. At oo3llfl. an OP fran ComPaD7 "G", while inves+.1-
gating a foul odor, discovered one dead NTA at (ID 97S334) WM had no equip­
ment or an identitication card. The NY! was apparen1i~ killed by a grenade 
thrown the night betore bjr Company "G". 1 NVA/KU. At llOOH. CCJIlpar17 -FII 
tound two large NY! structures 9 teet x 7 feet and 2 bunkers 6 feet x 9 teet 
x 5 feet and 4 fighting holes positioned as a perble*er around the area of 
(ID 002354). EquiJ8ent tound iaol ..... ,.l:.1II, 1 Ch1CCIIl grenade, 400 punj1 
stakes in bundles and 1 NV! shirt and. trQusers. At 153GB, the point platoon 
of Company "Hit surprised two NVA in a bivouac position at (YD 019356). Ele-
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-ments ot tbe platecm. opeucl fire kUling 1 Iffl. The .ther NTl esOapM up 
the hill toward tbe eut. Company "B- s • .rc'Iiil the area and cont.1nued. tbe 
patrol. At approx1aate~ 11ooB, Cc:apaD7 .-i 1D the v1c:1D1:t7 ot (11) 017-
3'7), vas patrol.l.1Dc al.ong t.beseuth aide .t the Da INDS Ri'nr. Ou pla­
toon ... deplo7M _ a preci.plteu slope, vbUielllother plateon ... IIOrinI 
uwnd the riYer point. A squad that 1fU depll1K 1ZP a trall in purn1t of 
the fieeinc lITl llade contact with an eI1eIII7 tarce who opeDed tire vi th ..u 
aftIl8, autallatio weapena and RPQ1s. Apparent17 th1a ... a a1gnal tor larpr 
units alq the loath lide ot the ridge to epea tire. loth platoons of c.­
PIm7 -8- ensqed contact s:baultaneo'WI17. The baa.". toree ot the HVl lIDit 
cont.1nued t1r1Jl& with all organic weapons. U cantact continued, it Moae 
apparent. that the HVA were reintorc1Ac the agapd UD1.t. lt 20Jell, a ... -
eTaC helicopter att..pted to ezt.ract. .. deY". of COIIpaDJ" "11-, _t reoeived 
heaY7 fire trca the Ilorth aide ot tbe Da 1r0lli tiTer, trca the r1dp to the 
eut cd heaVJ' aacb1ne gun tire trc:a the DDrtMut. At 21OSB, tlftfae4evae 
hellcepter .as abot down, talling into the Da rrcmg RiTer, vb10b renlted 
in 1 '.JIll. lt tlds time, the COIIIJDUM:linl Officer of 2. IattaliGll, ~ ., 
MarlD .. lornr4ed. a request. to 9th Marine Jtec1Mnt tbat DO tvther .. ...,.,. 
" attlapW tb1a Il1gbt. 1 reoonna1eance acuN. te_ vu al •• recpeaW to 
recover tale Ilias1Da bod7 and. wquiJaellt tbatt; vent d.cnm with the aedevac bel.1-
copter. Contact ... beaV7 and the eIleDl1' canUnouaq tired ritle ~s 
and launohed rlc1oU8 attaCks against CaIlpaDJ -B-. Probes, SDiper tire, _ 
assaulta vere cont.1nou throughout the ntght. !'be CoBund1na Officer ot 24 
BattallOll, 9th ~ requested aDd receiTed peza1a81on to helo .... aault 
Company "Z" ana the Alpha CclIam·M .. :Group into LZ I.aJlIle7 (D 124)54) _ 06 
June to uploit the contaot aDd reileTe the Pl'8S81U'8 on OCllp&1'17 IJP •.. 

16 June 00. -JII conducted 1 00. patrol. 
Co. ·F- conducted 3 P'1' U's. 
Co •. "0- coDd1lCted 5 P'T LPII, 4 squad patroll 8Ild li FT OP's. 
Co. IIIf' conductecl 2 local securit,. LP' B. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines Oammand Group Alpha aDd the )c! pla1:A>on or CCIIIIpIll1' 
"E· at LZ Lanclq. CaIIpaJl7 -E- (-) at (lD 017)611). COIIlpAIl7 -P'- at (D (x;)9-
)64). CaamaDd Group Bravo and CODIp&n7 -lJII at P'SB Wb'.ln. CCIIlpan1'·" (-) 
at (lD 017362) and. tbe 3d platoon ot C01Ilpq' "B- at (YD IllUMJ). At ~J 
tbe Cammand1ng Otf'ioer of 2d Battalion, 9th Marines conducted a visual re .. 
connais8Ilce ot the area surrounding LZ Langley, a • ...,.~W tbe 888-" 
trem a CCIIJ.l1I8D4 aDd Control helicopter. At 1000H, CanpaD1' -E- cmmenced. helo­
assault t..·I.Z·.T-IleJ. 1t 104(11, C(IIII\3a~ Group Alpha OOlllJll8Dced belo-aalla~. ". 
to tz Laag1q frca VSI Whisman. During the u.me .t the lUts, the ent,ij· ji 
ana surreundinl LZ LaDgl.q w.. being tbnioUl);rprepped by tixed. vine . ili-... 
craft and artil1e17 tire. On the COIDIIlnd of the ec.mand1n& Officer, Zd Ja'tt&1,­
ion, 9th Marines, CaIlpan,. "EII landed at LZ Lancl.e7 with CcmImand Group llpb& 
tollowinc in trace. By l~S5HJ both units bad Dem. u.erted. The 3d pla-
toon ot Company- "E" r-ained. at LZ l.angl.,. to proTide Becur1.'t7 for ec.aaud 
Group Alpha while th87 cont.1nueci to co-ord1nate the .. ault. lt liocIl, ea­
PaIll" -I- (-) cCllllllellced overland movement to the northeast &lema the r1Aic--
line to the vicinit,. ot ,the contact made lIT ec.pan,. "H-. Ene1rry contaot with 
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,"nIii;';';ma~o~~e pu, 137 concussion grenadu, 12 rifle grenades, 7 RPQ r01lllda, 
nUllerow. doOUlllllnta and. miscellaneous equ1~t. PSB Wh1alaD receiTetl three 
separate voll. of 7 rounds, , roUllCll and 7 l'01IIId8 of 6J. IIOrtar, all of 
vh10h 1IIpa0ted. outs1de tbe perille.... Tbe attaelc or1c1Da tecI trcm tbe v1c1A1-
t7 of (m 977324). r1re v .. returned. hJ 60 and 8_ IIOrtara with resalta 
lDllaKnm. There vere no cuult.1ee. 

07 June Co. liB" conducted. 1 Co. patrol, 2 rT LP '. and 1 squad _bual;L. 
Co. IIpll conducted 1 Co. patrol, 1 platoon patrol and 3 FT LP' a. 
Co. II(JII conducted, "' OP", 3 aquad patrols aDd. $ PT LP's. 
Co. IIHII cODducted 2 squad .. bushes. 

2d Battalion, 9th Karines Connsnd Group .llpba aDd CaaP'D7 ·H- at (YD 021-
3'5). Cmmand Group kaYO and CoJIPAIV .QII at PSI Whi·aD• OcaI.paDJ.I" at 
(ID 018363). CcIIp8D1 11,11 at LZ eonst1tut1en (ll) 0183'7). While on patrol, 
CcaIpan,. II(]II (-) foUlMl ODe NT! ~ at ()J> 97433$). Apparentl1' the NT! 
soldier died of a gun shot wound. !be bo4b" ... est1Jllated. to be aboUt one 
week old. 110 papers relating to hia 1denti't7 or the unit he vas auocia __ 
with vere found. 1 NVA/!CU. At 080ai, Ccwanand Group ll.pba and the 3d. pla­
toon ot Can~ nB" cClllllanced their .. va to Doa Comp&rl1' IIJIII (-). 1t 12lSH, 
Calparl7 liE" (-) reacbed the pCI.1t1oD of Comp8ll1' lip (-). Upon the arrival of 
the Alpha C .... m .. d Group aiiti:.~ 3d platoon of CcBpm,. IIJ:. l4l5H, Coapuq liB" 
consolidated U. force. and camn8nced pat1"01l1nc 1D an eaat/southeut di­
rection. At 084$H, the fteconDs1eance Scuba tea arriftd at the CompaD1' ItH" 
(-) posit1on. At 12CX1l, the scuba tea dived. into the Da Irong River in 
.&arch of tAe JI1ss1lle l»oq and au;y equipleDt tbat couU .... reae .... frca 
the helicopter that vas shot down on 0$ June ". At l22a1, the scuM tea 
conclwle" their salvage operation recover1nc tbe tollow1nc equj.pnentl _ 
.,0 caliber IIUlCh1De guna (serial numbers 680211 aruI 117&4$" . ODe cockp1t 
radio, one AD1 ree.iTer, t1P81 C227$-ARR (serial lllIIl'ber l70~, p1lot's map 
case and dOClllUlllta and call signs, two tlaaWghts, one tit I _cl1cal k:1t.. 
eme M-16 r1tle (serial n\Dllber 707040). The scu~a te_tD-ougbq searched 
the entire area around the sunken helicopter. 'but could not locate the .1ss­
ing bod7 wbe had been previous17 ident1t1eci .. one ot the erelBen. 

08 June Co. "E" conducted 2 PT LP~s, 1 .. bush, 1 platoon patrol and 1 Co. patrol. 
Co. "FII conducted 3 FT tpl., 2 platoon patrol. and 1 Co.(-) patrol. 
Co. "G" conducted S FT LP's, _ 3 squad patrols. 
Co. "B" conducted 2 squad ambushes and 1 Co. patrol. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines Command Oroup :BraYO and CampanJ' "Oil at PSB Wtd RaDII 

CCIIIIIIaDd Group Alpha and Cca.p~ "HII at (YD 020365). COIIp&n7 "F· at (In 018-
367) anc1 CoIILpanJ' IIE" at (In 026363). At l22(11. Compan,- liB" found what 
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appeared to be a Battalion or RegjJnental COIIJIUUld Post and field. hospital 
at (Yl) 0243~). The _ount of rood. .tored 1n the galley cave, along with 
the nuaeroua cultivated fields, indicated. at least a Regimental size un1t 
could be aoCCl104iaW tor a lcmg period 01 t:1me. The aid station vas, in 
IlOst casu, located in the outer caves and the ccmnun1cationa equiJBent 
vas located in a cave near the lliddle ot the rock complex. The galley was 
111 a G"ave with cml1' one entrance aDd it vas at the water's level. The 
fireplace was arranged so the SIIOke would e~ape through a network of cracks 
in the ad3acent tunnels. .Atter digging up nine gra~ the bodies were es­
timated to be about t¥o dJq'8 old. The 8-2 chief was sent to the area for 
his evaluation. 'NTA/ICU. At 1)00II, 'SB Whi-an received two rounds ot 
6_ mortars fl'Clll the Vicinity of (XD 9~320). Both rounds impacted out­
side the perimeter. Counter~ttery fire was wtumed by 81Jma mortars with 
unknown result.. At 133(1(, Canpany WH· foUDd several SIlAl.l trails lead.1ng 
down to the r1 ver at (YD 019361). Three fresh NT&. bodies appro~ one 
dq old were also found in this vic1n1't1. Apparently" the soldiers had 'been 
killed by' small arms fire and appeared to be !ran the S1·1m NYA Reg1aeat. A 
through search of the area producecl DO further results. 3 NVA/nA. 

09 J\Dl8 CO. ItE" conducted 1 squad ambush, 2 FT LPls and 1 Co. patrol. 
Co. nFIt conducted 3 FT 17's and 1 Co. patrol. 
Co. "a- conducted 1 squad ambush and 5 n LPla. 
Co. WHit conducted. 2 FT LPta, 1 squad ambush and 1 Co. patrol. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines COIIIIIUUld Group Bravo and Company ItOW at FSB Wbis .. 
JlW1e CCIIIJIlaJld Group Alpha and Company "1P at (YD 026363). Company" "ytt at 
(YD 027367). Company" ItHIt at (YD Q2036'). CompaIlT "E", in the vicinity of 
the suspected. Battalion or Regimental CP, found an additional 14 graves. 
14 NVAIn.l. ComP8ll7 liEn found. ) BrI1; one man, one woman and a small child 
SUffering from mahmtrition. Afte~; the Iru hai been 1nterrogated, they were 
evacuated to the re-settlElllent vUlage in Cam 1.0. At 0800H, Command Group 
Alpha displaced to the Canpany "I" position, arriving there at 09200. At 
091$11, Company It!!", in the vicinity of (YD OlS35S), found the aissing crew­
man that was aboard the helicopter shot down on oS June. At lO)CII, C~ 
"F" found at (In 02'366) a possible NVA Battalion or Regimental CP and the 
following equifDsntl three RPD maohine guns, eme 71mm recoilless rUle 
round, 1 rUle grenade, b gas masks, 7 medical kits, 3 mosquito nets, 6u 
pounds ot r1cJe, 100 pounds of JIl!. 1 VS transistor radio, 4 packs, 1 flash­
light, and 1 ccmpass. At 18)Cll, Canpany ItE" found two NV.! graves approxi­
mately 72 hours old at (ll) 02(363). The bodies contained no identif'icatio:l 
cards nor papers as to what unit they were associated with. 2 NVA/KIA. 

10 J1.Dle Co. 
Co. 
Co. 
Co. 

ItE" conducted 3 F1' LPt s, 2 pJa toon patrols and 1 Co. patrol. 
"F" conducted 2 squad ambushes, 1 FT LP and 1 Co. (-) patrol. 
nG" conducted 3 squad patrols, 2 FT OPts, 4 n tp1s and 1 squad 8IIb}18h. 
"H" conducted 1 Co. (-) patrol and 4 FT LPls. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and CQIIlPany "Gil at FSB Whisman. COlllp8J'l1" ·H· 
at (m 02030,). CCIIlpany "E" at (YD 0323591) and Canpany "F" at (In 026)06). 
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At 102OH, C(IIID!and Or.., Alpha commenced. heUcopter lift to PSI Wbisan. 
'!'he lif't vu cClllpleteci at 10)SS. At l24011, FS! Whisan received. one ro1DUI 
of incClldng tr. same type of nat-trajectory veapon in the vicinity .t 
(ID 974316) which impacted outside the per1aeter to the nortb. lJImecliateq 
artille17 and 4.2 inch mortars were called in with resul~unknown. At 
15OCH, Campen)" ·HI cOIIII1eDced helicopter lift to Vandegrit CIIlbat Base. Tbe 
llft vas CCIIlpleted at 16coH. At 16)OB, Complln7 IE" d18co red 1 NT1 grave 
at eYD 02')~). The grave appeared to be receut and a result of contact 
with Canp81'l7 -HI. 1 NTA/lU. At 17$511, CGIIIp&1V IHI departecl Vandegritt 
Combat Bue enroute onrlana to LZ Henderson with a mission to secure tbe 
laDd1ng lone b,. O9QOH the following dq. At 182., COI11pIlq' IQIl tound m 
en_,. bod7 apprexDaa~ ane veek old in the v1cinit, ot (I» '7,)))). The 
~ vu dressed in an NYA QDitom without UD1t 1aentu1cat:1oa ~ equipaeat 
and app881Wl to have died !rca gun shot wounds. Tbe area wu searched with 
nagative results. 1 HVA/m. At 19451, Cca.PaD1' lB· va passed OrOON to 3d 
Jlattal10J1, 9th Marines. 

11 June Co. lEI conducted 2 platoon patrols, 1 Co. patrol and ) FT !'pIS. 
Co. -F- conducted 1 Co. (-) patrol and 2 squad ambushe •• 
Co •• (}II conducted) squad patrols, 1 P'T OP and 4 P'l' tpiS. 
Co. IH' conducted 1 squad patrol and ) FT !'pIe. -

2. Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company ·HI at LZ Henderson. CompaIl1'·QJI 
at FSB WhiBman. Company -E" at (YD 051352) and Cclimpany _p'n at Cn 145360). 
it 1000H, CompaD7 ItJII opened LZ Henderson and vas chopped back to 2d Battal­
ion, 9th Marines. At. 10)$H, FSB Wbianan received two rounds ot 821a tire 
trail (In 984,321) with one round landing in the lUS- pit area and the other 
landing outside the parDeter. Results: t. VSMC/rIUI. A.ll the casualties 
vere fraa IE· Batte1"1, 2d Battalion, l2:bb. M8iiiies. Fire vas retumed b7 
4.2 mortars and 10$mtR artillery. The Aerial Observer on station iJnaediate­
~ called in ) f1iehta of fued ving aircraft over the area destreJing 4 
large bunkers. it 15<X>H, the displacement ot Y Batte17, 2d lattalion, 12th 
Marines frCID FSB--wh1sman to LZ Henderson vas complete. it 15208, the 24 
Battalion, 9th Marines CP commenced lirt frca FSB Whisman and opened at LZ 
Henderson at 15.35H. At 15OW, Campany .E· found an HVA camp site at (lD 04ts­
.3$7). EquiPllent foUDd includech 1 Al-47 magasine and pouch, 1 011 can, 1 
,as masll: and newsletter dated 02 Hq 190' trGlll unit l-IT-l4. At 16OOH, d1a­
placement of -I· Battery, 2d Battal1.on, 12th Marines tran FSB WhiSllan to LZ 
Henderaan vas ccapleted; guns up and ready to tire at 17_. Betweeu the 
hours of 0800 aDd leoor. FSB Wbisaan receive« approximate17 36 rounds of blJDm 
and e roundB of 8_ I1Ortars. 16 l"OW1CUI teU wi thin the perimeter. '!'he 
rounds were fired mai nly at helicopters vhile they were on the ground dur­
ing troop litts. Company "a" retumed f1re on the suspected enemy position. 
The Aerial Observer called in seTen fligbts of fwd w1.nc in the T1.cWdty of 
(XD 979)24) and (ID 967314) which resulted in destroy1Dg 4 large Mmiten and 
two mortar pits. Results. 4 USMC/WUE. 
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12 JW1e Co. liE" conducted 3 squad 8IIlbusbes, 2 platoon patrols and 1 Co.(-) patrol. 
Co. "F· conducted 1 Co. patrol and 2 FT LPls. 
Co. "H" conducted 3 FT tpl S and 2 FT OPls. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "H" at P'SB Henderson. Company "E" 
at (In 051352). Company "F" at (YD 045360). CQIIIPany "a" at FSB Whisman. 
At 10)011, CCIIlpany "0" camnenced l1!t to Vandegrift Combat Base. The ll.tt 
was canpleted at 11208. At 12OLlH, Task Force Hotel assumed OPCON ot Com­
pany "0" and passed OPCCN to 4th Marines at tbe same date time group, as 
above, and ass\IJ1ed mission of Sparrow Hawk/Bald Eagle. 

13 June Co. "E" conducted 2 platoon patrols, 1 Co. (-) patrol and 2 squad patrols. 
Co. "F" conducted 1 Co(-) patrol and 1 FT LP. 
Co. "a" OPCOH to 4th Marines. 
Co. "H" conducted 2 FT opls and 2 FT LPls. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and CCIIlpany "H" at FSB Henderson. Company "E" 
and COJ'Itpany "F" at (YD 072345). Comp~ "Gil OPOON to 4th Marines. The 
following warning order was sent to Companies "!" and "F" at l043Hj ~{ove and 
join both canpanies at LZ Dwnpbreys (YD 072345) and prepare for helo-illt to 
Vandegrift Canbat Base at 1413000. At 18300, Companies "E" and "F" joined 
and established their night defensive position at (YO 072345). 

14 June Co. "E" conducted 1 squad patrol. 
Co. "F" conducted 2 squad patrols. 
Co. "a" Ol"CON to 4th Marines. 
Co. "H" conducted 3 FT LPls 1 squad ambush and 1 FT OPe 

Company "E" and "F" extraction fre-. nolZ Hoose to Vandegrift COJIlbat Base 
commenced at 143Qt and completed at Ib2OO. Alpha Command Oroup and H&S (-) 
lift fran FSB Henderson to Vandegrift Combat Base camnenced at 162JH. The 
lift was completed and 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP opened at Vandegr:1ft Com­
bat Base at 164UH. Bravo Command and Campan7 "R" remained at FSB Henderson 
to de-activate on 15 June 69. 

15 June Co. ilEa at VandegriftCombat Base. 
Co. "F" at Vandegrift Combat Base. 
Co. "0" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 4th Marines. 
Co. "H" displaced to Vandegrift Combat Base. 

At 1156H, Canmand GrOup Bravo and Company "H" canmenced their lift to Vande­
grift Combat Base. The 11ft was completed and FSB Henderson was officially 
de-activated at 12,6H. At 130CH, 9th l-farine Regiment assumed OPOON of Com­
pany "E" and passed OPCON to Task Force Hotel at the same date time group, 
as above, for sU8sequent chop to 4th Marines and displacement to Ca Lu. At 
l300H, Operation Cameron Falls was officially terminated. 
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10. RESULTS 

a. FRIENDt! PERSONNEL WSSES 

KIA IS 
WIA 93 
DOW 0 
NBC 153 

b. CUMULATIVE ENEMY WSSES 

(1) ENEMY PERSONNEL LOSSES 

lIA 91 
xI! (probable) 23 
Detainees 3 
Chieu Hoi 1 
POW' 1 

• (2) WEAPONS 

AK-47 b9 
SKS 11 
RPD 9 
RPG 6 

() Al+ruNITION 

Ak-47 rounds 1,355 
Rifle grenades 131 
6lmm rounds 58 
75mm roWlds 7 
~renades (concussion) 59 
Grenades (fragmentation) 30 
Crap cart. 6u 

(4) MINES AND EXPLOSIVES 

Blasting Caps 24 
TNT sticJcs 97 
Mortar fuzes 20 

(S) 782 GEAR 

PaCKS 
E-Tools 
Cartridge 'leI ts 
Canteene 
G8SIIlasXS 
Compasses 
Helmeta 

26 
45 
50 
7 
1 

78 
12 
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782 GEAR Cont. 

Poncho liners 3 
F1asbligbts S 
PiCKS 76 
AK-47 magazines 5 
M-16 magazines 16 
RPD dl"Ull1s 1 
SKS spike 3 
Recoil pad 11 
H8lIIJI1oCks )6 
Ponchos 12 
Binoculars 1 

(6) MEDICAL GEAR 

Mineral Oil 
Tetracycline 
First Aid pouch 
Battle dressings 

2 bottles 
1 bottle 

3u 

(7) CIDTHING 

Trousers 
Shirts 
Shorts 
Sandals 
Socks 
Covers 
Sneakers 

(8) ~ 

2 
14 
30 

4 

16 pair 
3 pair 
S 
1 pair 

Rice 302 pounds 
Grain 3,900 pounds 

(9) OOCUMENTS 

Diary 1 
ID Card 1 

1$ NVA Money 
Documents 11 pounds 
Decorations 1 

(lCD) r'llSCELLANEOUS 

Bird Calls 2 
Transistor Radio (US) 1 
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Batteries 
Base Area 
Field Hospital 
Huts 
Tunnels 
Bunkers 
Fighting Holes 
Bridees 
Raft 
Boat 
Det Cord 
Rope 
Plastic cord. 
Camn Wire 

DECLASSIFIED 

4 
1 
1 
.3 
1 
4 
4 
1 
2 
1 

172 feet 
200 feet 

1,100. feet 
30,000 feet 

11. ADl1INISTRATlVE MATTERS. NONE. 

12. SPECIAL ~UIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES USED 

• 

(1) An attempt was made to exploit the HOI CHANH by utilizing the new Ps,ctps 
"EARLY WORD" systEIII.. On 01 June b9, less than two hours after he had rallied, the 
HOI CH,.NH was making a plea to his fellow comrades to rally to the Americana. This 
was done by transmitting his Toice from the ground at FSB Whisman to a PsyOps air­
'craft which relayed the broadcast as it flew over the suspected enemy position. 
There are no known results as yet. 

13. REOOl+1ENDATIONS 

(1) Communications requirements be considered by higher headquarters before 
ordering Battalion deplo;ymentB. Example: 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP was tasked 
with activating and moving to FSB Henderson. This deployment necessitated two re­
lay statiollB~ Hill 819 to communicate with Company "E" and Company "F" and 3d 
Battalion, 9th Marines to relay to Company "0-. Company "Gn was only -ponn, ,,how­
ever, COIIlpany liEn and Company "F" could have becane critical if' heavy enemy contact 
had been made, 

14. COMMANDERS ANALYSIS 

a. Two facets of Operat1on Cameron Falls deserve special mention. 

(1) Enemy tactics. 
(2) Air support. 

b. Enemy Tactics. 

(1) As noted. in the intelligence portion of the report, NVA troops attacked 
FSB Whisman on tb.e first night it was occupied. They had 1n tact started clOSing in 

. the attack before oli'r'1iiitial assault waves had touched down. The attack on the early 
morning of 01 June was heavy. dete:nnined and generally well controlled and co-ordinated. 
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There is no evidence that the NIlA had done extensive prior planning or rehearsed this 
attack. It may be that the enemy has detennined to attack FSBIs as soon after oc­
cupation as possible and before the defenders can refine and improve their defenses. 

(2) The enemy attack on Company "II" (~) on oS and 06 June was also unusual 
in its detennination. Granted that the NIlA had every conceivable advantage of terrain, 
it is uncharacteristic for them to continue an assault into a second day when our massed 
supporting ar.ms fires have achieved peak efficiency. In this case, they increased the 
ferocity of their assault after Company "~" had been landed eUO meters away and was 
closing on their rear. I can only conclude that they believed they had the ideal situ­
ation and a golden opportunity to everrun a Marine rifle company. They nearly pulled 
it off. 

c. Air Support. Air support, both fixed wing and helicopter, reached a new 
high of responsiveness to this Battalicn. On call air balved their nonnal 45 minute : 
response time and numerous flights were diverted to assist Canpany "Hit on llb June. 
The area of Company "HiS" contact was one of the few I've seen where artille~ was 
largely ineffective. It simply could not get into the bottom of the gorge and its 
effect in the boulders above was minimal. Fixed wing and Huey gunships saved the day. 
Even so, without the helicopter assc..ult of Company "E" into LZ Langley on Ob June, I 
believe Company -H" (-) would probably have been overwhelmed. Approximately twelve 
hours elapsed between the time I recommended the action and the time the first plane 
touched down. It went oft' like clockwork. For the first time in my experience, the 
concept or using the air and ground commanders collocated in an airborne command ship 
(HUEY) worked to perfection. ",le had complete control, prep, LZ selection and timing .. 
It proved that when the chips are down, Marine air and ground elements can respond as 
a team on short notice with mlll:imum planning. It was dSIID refreshing. 

d. Finally and once again, I must pay tribute to the individual Marine. Com~ 
pany "H" (-) entered the fight of 05-0b June with about lOG t-:arines. Twenty six hours 
later they had suffered II killed, 37 wounded severely and 27 wounded to •. 1eBser').ex­
tent. Hhen~e NVA finally withdrew at 061700H, those Marines were still putting out 
enonnous fire power and killing NVA at a rapid rate. The individual Harine is trained 
to fight and FIGHT HE roES. He wonlt waver and he won't quit. He's tough. 

15. MARINE CORPS MATTERS. NONE 
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Copy No~of~Copies 
2d Battalion, 9th Harines 
Sou them Quan[5 Tri ?roVinee 
310800H f1ay 1969 
vCB-7 

Operation Order 7-69 (Operation Cameron Falls) 

Ref: (a) Naps: (1) Thon Doc Kinh Sheet 6342 II 1:50,000 
(b) 9th Harines OPORD 5-69 ' 
{c) 3d Nar DivO P2000.4D (ColTIlinmication SOp) 

Time Zone: H 

Task Organization. Ref Annex A OPORD 6-69 

1. Situation 

a. Enemy Forces 

(1) Elements of the 57th ~nrA Regiment are reported to be operating east of 
FSB Shepperd and north of FSB Hhisman tm.rards VeB and Ca Lu. 

(2) ft~ti-Aircraft fire has been reported south of FSB Shepperd in calibers 
.50, 12.7mm and 2_ guns. 

(3) veE has received 82mm mortar and 12~ rocket fire from the intenaed 
are~ of operations. 

b. Friendly Forces 

(1) 9th Harines (-) conducts multi-battalion operation in the northern Ila 
KronE. 

(2) 1st Battalion, 9th Narines located at VCB as Division reserve. 
(3) 3d Battalion, 9th Marines conduct operations north of 2d Battalion, 9th 

Harines area of operations. 
(4) Elements of 1st ARVN Division in blocking positions along Ba Long River 

Valley south of Ca Lu. 
(5) Echo Battery, 12th ~iarines establish FSB 1'lliisman on 31 Hay 1969. 
(6) 1st HATJ provide troop lift, pre-assault coverage and fixed wing during 

the lift. Ref.Annex DOroW 6-69. 

c. Attachments and Detachments. Ref Annex A to OPORD 6-69. 

2. Hission. 2d Battalion, 9th Harines on D-Day conduct heloborne assault into LZ 
Hhisman, secure and reactivate FSB 'j,-fuisman and cormnence RTF operations in as!" 
signed area to kill, capture and destroy the enemy, his 5lpplies and equipment. 

3. Execu tion 

a. Concept of Operations. Annex E (op overlay) 

(1) Concept. 2d Battalion, 9th J.iarines conducts helo lift assault into LZ 
~iihisman and commence operations against suspected enemy forces 
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in assigned area of operations. 

b. Company "Ell at L-Hour + 2 on D-Day helo lift to FSB "lhisman conduct RIF 
operations north/northwest of FSB Whisman to Hill #444 complex and ad­
jacent valleys to the south and west. 

c. Company "F" at L-Hour + 1 on D-Day conduct helo lift in trace of Company 
nG" to FSB vlhisman, seize and secure LZ vicinity (YD 003355). On e>rder 
continue attack to vicinity (YD 019367). 

d. Company "G" at L-Hour on D-DaY conduct helo borne assault into LZ Whisman, 
secure, reactivate and defend FSB lfuisrnan. 

e. ComPlny "HI! continue assigned mission. Upon completion of lift to VeE be 
prepared to helo lift into area of operations on D-Day + 1. 

f. 8m Mortar Platoon. Displace one sec tion with Company "Gil I remainder lift 
wi th Brave Command and H&S (-). 

g. Coordinating Instructions 

(1) From L-Hour - 5 to L-H(!)ur conduct prep of LZ with fixed wing and ar­
tillery in accordance with DivO 3120.10. Last round is tel be rlP at 
L-Hour - 01. 

(2) D-DaY 31 May 1969, L-Hour llOOH. 
(3) Alternate Landizil.g Zene; LZ Tun Tavern, at (YD 058327). 

4. Administration and Logistics. Admin Order 3-69. 

a. Unit Comm.a.nders comply with instructiClns contained in Annex G to OFORD 6-69. 

5. Command and Communications/Electro.ics 

a. Command Post 

(1) Alpha Command Group to follow in .. trace of Company "FII into r;z. 1rJhisman. 
(2) Bravo Command Group and H&S (-) lift in trace of Company IIE". 

b. Thrust Points 

(1) Fish 0133 (7) Girls Names 9938 
(2) Boys Names 0338 (8) Crimes 9830 
(3) Cars 9537 (9) Beers 9229 
(4) states 9431 (10) Dances 9038 
(5) Baseball Tms 9340 (11) Fruits 9533 
(6) Hockey '1mB 9234 
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Acknmdedge Receipt 

Annexes 

(e) Operation Overlay 

Distribution: A 

Official 

L. L.ETCHO 
MajQr USMC 
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Lieutenant Colonel US Marine Corps 
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