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PART I 
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

• 
COlIIII&Jlder 

Headquarters, 2d Battalion, 9th Karines LtCol R. L. MODJESKI 

SubordiDate Ul'lits 

"H&S1t CCllPANY 

Company liE II 
Company "F" 
Compa ll1' "Gn 
COIllpan,y ItH II 

lstLt D. W. MORLEY 
lstLt B. B. HOLDRIDGE 
Capt D. K. SHOCKEY 
IstLt J. L. GANGWER 
o apt D. C. WILSON 
Capt G. W. SACHTLEBEN 

Direct Support Units 

2d Battalion, 12th Marines 
2d Platoon, CompaI\Y' "C II, 3d Engr Bn 

LtCo1 C. J. KILLEEN 
1stLt Eo H. CHILDRESS 

2. (c) Location. Headquarters, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines 
Vandegrift Combat Base, RVN 

3. (c) Staff Officers 

Executive Officer 
S-l 
S-2 
S-3 
s-4 
ALO 
FAC 
Comm 
Supply 
Ml'O 
Chaplain 
Medical Officer 

Major P. G. COLLINS 
lstLt B. J. RAMSEY 
GySgt E. D. HARKER 
Major L. L. ETCHO 
Capt R. H. SurTON 
1stLt G. J. BARCELO 
1stLt G. L. HAMMACK 
lstLt M. K. srONEBARGER 
1stLt L •. S. DRIEVER 
lstLt F. C. DUNNE 
Lt G. B. HUMMER 
Lt S. H. GEHRING 
Lt S. H. HALE 

4. (0) Average Monthly Strength 

USMC 
OFF-~ 

32 1175 

USN 
OFFENL --

2 45 
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1-31 July 

1-23 July 
24-31 July 
1-31 July 
1-31 July 
1.-31 July' 
1-31 July 

1-.31 July 
1-15 July 

1-31 July' 
1-.31 July 
1-31 Jul,y 
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1-31 July 
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1-2 July 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

• ~. 

(s) During the Illonth of July', the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines participated 
in Operation UTAH MESA and continuted preparation for redeployment to 
Okinawa. 
(s) On 2 July 1969, the 2d Battalion(-), 9th Marines heliolifted to FSB 
Spark to participate in Operation UTAH MESA. The battalion had the waion 
ot reactivating FSB Spark and conducting search and destroY' operations to 
the east. The initial. concept was to displace Company "G" to the south of 
Route 926, to search for possible enemy supply cache and ascertain enem;v 
disposition. Compmy "F" was displaced to the north of Route 926, with 
the mission to locate possible enelllY supplY' cache a nd a acertli1n enemy dis­
positi9n. Company "H" was assigned the security of FSB Spark. On 3 July, 
the deoision was made to move Company "G" to the southwest ot FSE Spark to 
search and destroy an a ctive mortar position. COmpalV "F" was displaced 
to the northeast to locate possible enemy supply cache. On 4 JuJ..y, Compan.r 
"Gn was assigned 9 grid squares to the northeast ot 1SB Spark to conduct 
search and destroy operations. On 6 July, the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines(-) 
terminated Op-eration UTAH MESA, at nOOH. 
(s) From 1 July to ,31 July, the battalion concentrated on embarkation pre­
parations. The battalion provided the Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk Company untU 
12 July', at which tiMe all offensive commitmentslfere terminated. In anti­
cipation of redeployment, the advance party departed tor Okinawa on 24 July. 
(s) The month of July terminated 4 years or honorable and. distinguished duty 
in Viet-Nam for the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines. 
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PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LIsrING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1. (s) Combat Missions Assigned 

a. Participation in Operation UTAH MESA.. 

"2. (s) Operations 

02 Jug 

03 July 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP, Companies "F", "GIt and "Hit at 
Vandegrift Combat Base. Company- "E" at Vandegrift Combat Base 
on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk mission. Companies "F", "G" and 
''S" preparing for Operation UTIH MESA. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "H" at FSB Spark. COIll­
~ "G'p at (In 874224) and ComparJ,Y ''F'' at (XD 881237). Compan,y 
"E" at Vandegrift Combat Base on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk II1s­
sion. At 0645H, the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines(-) commenced their 
lift to FSB Spark. Company "HI! was the first to assault FSB Spark, 
at 0730H. Effective at 0730H, the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines(-) 
was passed OPCQR to Task Force Hotel and in turn passed to Task 
Force Guadalcanal, starting Operation UTAH MESA. Company' "E" re- ' 
mained at Vandegrift Combat Base on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk 
mission. The entire lift to FSB Spark was completed at 1210H. 
At 0940H, FSB Spark received 3 rounds of intermittent 82mm mortar 
fire. Fire was returned by 81mm mortars. After the last round 
of incoming, a helicopter to the southwest of FSB Spark received 
5 to 10 rounds of small arms fire. At 133ot1. the 1st squad, 1st 
platoon of Company "H" sighted 2 enemy elements in the vicinity 
of om 870256}. The patrol initiated contact but the eneuv es­
caped. There were 20 fighting holes and 10 bunkers found in this 
area. The same patrol continued to follow a road marked with ve­
hicle tracks, andagain made contact1li.th 1 NVA. at (In 871237). 
The NV A was wearing a flak jacket and bel_to When fired upon, 
the NVL element fled into the bushes. Between l857H and 1950H, 
the CP received 47 rounds of 82mm mortar f ire and 57mm RR fire 
from (XD 858217). Fire was returned with 8lmm rs, artillery and 
two nights 01" fixed wingo Communication became a problem due 
to damaged radio equipment.. Total casual.ties were: 5 USMC/W!A.E, 
1 USNl\olIJIE and 4 USMC/WIANE. 

2d BattalionS! 9th Marines GP and Compan;y "Hit at FSB Spark. CoD1p8J'JT 
"F" at (XD 888247) 0 COlllpalV' IIG" at (XD 863227). Comp~ UEII re­
mains at VaJ).degrift Combat Base on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk mission. 
At 05l0H, CompalV' "H" receiTed a probe from approximately 3 to 6 
NVA. Fire was returned with small arms and grenades. When the 
light of day came, the area was searched and revealed 1 NVA/KIA. 
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• 
Four blood traUs were also found, one of which led to 1 wounded 
NVA., taken as a POW. The POW was interrogated by' an attached ITT 
team and madevaced at OB45Ho Gear found in the area included: 2 
AK-47's, 2 ChiCom rifle grenades, 1 RPH round with booster, 22 Chi­
Corn grenades, 4 AK magazines and various items of 782 gear. At 
0600H, 1 NVA walked into Compal:\Y' "Git I s linea to Chieu Hoi. He was 
evacuated to the CP po~ition. At 0850H, the 2d squad, 2d platoon 
or Company' "Go reported movement 20 to 30 meters away. An ambush 
was a ttempted with an AO on station but it never developed. At 
10)OH, the 1st platoon of COD!p&.ny' ttp'1t found a bunker complex, 
l()O meters in depth at (XD 881.233) to (XD 882234). Among the 
structures found were 7 A-frame bunkers, 2 mortar pits with very 
fresh base plate impressions, 1 mess area, 2 large stoves and 
miscellaneous us gear o The area had been occupied in the last 
24 hours. A further search of the area reTealed negative results • 
.At 1700H, Company "G" made contact with 5 to 6 NVA- with negative 
results, 1 USMC/WIANE and 2 USMC/WIAE. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Compal\Y' "H" at FSB ~ark. Com­
pany' ItE" at VandegrUt Combat Base on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk 
mission. CODlpany "F" at (XD 887247) and Company "G" at (XD 854217). 
At 032400H, COIllp&ny' "Gil sustained 2 casualties from an 81mm roUlld 
being fired at the ene11lY'o 2 USMC/WIAE. At OB40H" COI1lpan;y ItOft dis­
covered a blood trail and helmets at (ID 801223). At 1130H, Com­
pal\T "G" found several old IVA living bunkers in a suspected high­
actiT1ty area. At 11l0H. the 3d. squad, 3d platoon of COIIIp&l\Y ItH" 
found two NVA E-tools, one NVA helmet and 2 NVA ponchos at (XD 
813235). At 11,30H,I) Compal\T "H" found no incoming holes and var­
ious NVA gear including 2 rifle grenades and 2 ChiCom grenades 
at (XD 870235)0 At 1250H, Company' "G" discovered a bunker complex 
at (XD 860223)0 It had been destroyed by artUlery on the previous 
evening. A fresh grave was f01.Uld, containing 3 NVA bodies. 3 NVA/ 
KIA. Gear f'ound included: 400 AK .. 47 rounds, 1 AK-47 with folding 
metal stock, 40 concussion grenades, 1 RPG round, .3 rifle grenades, 
10 large grenades (believed to be conqussion), 8 AK-47 magazines, 
2 helmets, 2 Russian gas masks:, 200 pounds of rice, 2 bangalore 
torpedos, 5 bottles of' pills and 5 shirts. At l500H, Comp~ "GIt 
found additional gear at (XD 862222) 0 Gear included: 37 rUle 
grenades, 42 ChiCom grenades, 2,000 AK ... 47 rounds" 7 Mortar rounds 
(61mm), RPG type B-40 rounds" 5 gas masks, 100 pounds of clothing, 
8 NVA packs" 6 blasting caps, 4 blocks of ~ TNT, 2 mortar sites 
with bubbles, 6 grenade launchers, 40 pounds of TNT, 2 rNA K-bars, 
7 fuses with mortars and 5,OOJ feet of COMa wire. At 1440H, FSB 
Spark received 1 round of friendly artillery fire from FSB Saigon. 
1 USHC/'WIAE and 2 USMC/ilIANE. At 16)OH, 4 NVA (wearing camouflaged 
utUities and covers) were spotted by Company' U(}" at (In 862222). 
It was thought that the NVA were a reconnaisance team. The enemy 
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• 
escaped through a tunnel and a fur~her search of the area revealed 
twgative results. At 1645'H, Company "Hit made contact with 1 NVA 
at (XD 872238). The NVA escaped and a search of the area revealed 
only 1 ChiCom grenade. 1 USMC/WIAE. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Compal'l1' "Hit at FSB S~ark. Com­
pany "F" at (XD 887247) and Compa~ "G" at (XD 84622$). Collp~ 
"E" at Vandegrift Combat Base on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk mission. 
At 0930H, Company "G" called in fixed wing on the bunker complex 
that was searched the day before, destroying 10 bunkers. At 091OH, 
Company' "Hit (1st squad, 1st platoon) found 3 NYA E-tools at (In 
874235). A search of the area revealed nothing further. At 19JOH, 
the 3d squad,3d platoon of Company "G" observed fresh footprints 
of approximately 10 men at (XD 645229) 0 Artillery was.x:alled in on 
a suspected harbor site with unknown results. 

At 0700H, the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines(-) commenced their lift 
back to Vandegrit't Combat Base, with Company "F" being the first 
elements to lift. At llOOH, the last elements of Compal\Y' "H" 
arrived a t Vandegrift Combat Base, thus terminating 2d Battalion, 
9th Marines' part ic ipa tion in Operation UTAH MESA a 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP, Comp8.l\V' nG" and CorapaIl1' "Hit at 
Vandegrift Combat Base. Company "E" at Vandegrift Combat Base 
on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk mission. Compa.ny ifF" OPCON to 4th 
Marine Regiment. At l340H, Vandegrift Combat Base rece~Ved 5 
rounds of incoming rockets. R~ults: 1 USMCNIANE. At 1300H, 
Comp8JJY' I'FII was chopped Of'CON to 4th Marine Regiment. 2d Bat­
talion, 9th Marines commenced stand-down for future embarkation 
to Okinawa. 

2d Battalion, 9th i1arines CP at Vandegrift Combat Base. Company 
liE" at llandegrift Comt,.t Base on a Bald Eagle Sparrow Hawk mission. 
Company "G" and CompalV' IIH" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines. 
Comparv "F" oreON to 4th Marine Regiment. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP at Vandegrift Combat Base. Company 
IIEII at Vandegrift Combat Base on a Bald Eagle/~'oarrow Hawk mission. 
Company II'}II and Company "H" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines. 
Company "F" OPCON to 4th Marine Regiment. 

2d Battalion, 9th i.farines CP and Company IIFII at Vandegrift Combat 
Baseo Company "Ell on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk mission at Van­
degrift Combat Base. Company 110" and Company IIFII OPCOll to 3d. 
Battalion, 9th Marines.. At 1700H, CompaIV' ItF" was passed back 
to 2d Battalion, 9th Marines for rehabilitation and preparation 
for embarkation to Okinawao 
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2d Battalion» 9th Marines CP at Vandegrift Combat Base. Companies 
"Elt, "F", and "G" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines. Company "H" 
on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk mission, at Vandegrift Combat Base. 
Company "F" was passed OPCOH to 3d Bat tallon, 9th Marines to stand 
lines at Vandegrift Combat Baseo 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP OPCOH to hth Marine Regiment. Com­
panies "Ell, "FII, "Gil and "H" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines. 
2d Battalion, 9th Marines in preparation tor embarkation to 
Okinawa and also in a rehabilitation status. 

2d Battalion» 9th Marines CF OPCdN to hth Marine Regiment. Com­
panies "E", "F"" "Gil and "H" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marin,s. 
2d Battalion, 9th Marines preparing tor embarkatioDp Companies 
"E", "F" and "Gil providing security at Vandegrift Combat Base. 
Comp8lV "H" providing security at Ca Luo 

14 July 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP OPCOI to hth Marine Regiment. Co~ 
panies "E",p "F"s uG" and "H" OPCOIf to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines. 
2d Battalion, 9th I~ines continuing to prepare tor embarkation 
and to rehabUi tate the Companies. 

2d Battalioni) 9th Marines CP OPCON to hth Marine Regiment. Com­
panies "E",p "F", "G" and IfJIIt OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines. 
2d Battalion, 9th Marines continuing embarkation preparation and 
rehabilitationo 

16 July 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP OPCON to hth Marine Regiment. Com­
panies "Ell, "F", "Gil and "H" OPCOH to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines. 
2d Battalion, 9th Marines continues to prepare for embarkation. 

17 July 

18 July 

19 JulY' 

20 Jul.y 

2d Battalion» 9th Marines CP OPeOK to 4th Marine Regiment. Com­
panies "E"j "Fils "G" and "Hit OPeOK to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines, 
for base s ecuritYe 2d Battalion, 9th Marines remains in a rehab­
ilitatlo~ status and also is preparing tor redeployment. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP OPCON to 4th Marine Regiment. Com­
panies "E"» 'tF lI " "G" and I'H" OPCOH to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines. 
Jin.barkation preparations continue to be made by the 2d Battalion, 
9th Marines. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP OPCON to 4th Marine Regiment. Com­
panies "E", "F " , IIG" and I'H" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines. 
2d Battalion, 9th Marines continues in a state" of rehabilitation 
and preparation for embarkation to Okinawa. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP OPCON to 4th Marine Regiment. com-~ 
panies "E", "G" and ItH" OpeOK to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines. Com ... 
pany- "F" was passed back to 2d Battalion, 9th Marines and sent to 
Quang Tri to prepare for embarkation. -:: 
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2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP OPCON to 4th Marine Regiment. Com­
panies "E", "G" and IIH" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines. Com­
pany "F" at Quang Tri. Embarkation procedures are still in order 
for the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP OPCON to 4th Marine Regiment. Com­
panies I'E", IiG" and "Hit OPCOH to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines. Com­
paZV "F" at Quang Trio 2d Battalion, 9th Marines continues to 
prepare for embarkation. 

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP, Company "E", Company I1G"(_) and Com­
pany "Hit at Vandegrift Combat Base. Comparv "F" and the second 
platoon of Company "G" at Quang Trio 2d Battalion, 9th Marines 
was passed back to 9th Marines at 1200Ho 

2d Battalionl) 9th Marines CP and Companies "E" and "Hit at Vande­
grift Combat Base. Companies ItGII and ''FIt at Quang Tri. 2d Bat­
talion, 9th Marines continues to make final preparations for 8111-

barkationo Also the advance party departed by air for Okinawa. 

25 July 2d BattalioliJ 9th Marines CP and Companies liEU and 1'Ii" at Vande­
grift Combat Baseo Companies ''It''''' and "Gil at Quang Tri. All com­
panies continue to plan for embarkation. 

26 July 2d Battalionjl 9th Marines CP and Companies liE" and "HI! at Vande­
gritt Combat Baseo Compm ies "F" and nGIf at Quang Tri. 2d Bat­
talion, 9th Marines continues embarkation procedures. 

27 Jul,z 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Companies "Ell and 1'Ii" at Vande­
gritt Combat Base. Companies ''F'' and "Gil at Quang Tri. All 
Companies are preparing for embarkation to Old.nawa • 

. ,,' 

28 July 2d Battalion» 9th Marines CP and Companies "Elt and ItB" at Vande­
grift Combat Baseo Company I'FIt and Comp~ "G" at Quang Tri. 
Final plans are being made for elllb8.rkationo 

29 Jull All units of the 2d Battalion, 9th Earines are at Quang Tri await­
ing transportation to DaNang for further embarkation to Okinawa. 

30-31 July 2d Battalion, 9th Marines at Quang Tri awaiting transportation to 
DaNang and making final preparations for redeployment to Okinawa • 
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3. (c) Training 

a. When time and tactical situation permitted, the comp.m.es held 
classes on a wide variety of General Militar,y subjects, fam fired all weapons 
and cross-trained l.farines for Tarious jobs within the unit. 

b. There were 2Q9pers.onnel who received in-country' troop indoctrin­
ation in accordance with DivO l510.3D. 

c. Formal schools attended by personnel were: NONE 

4. (c) Statistical breakdown by units of the operation action during the 
reporting period. 

a. Activities 

OP 
LP 
Ambush 
Patrol 

FT. 

12 
39 

s~. 

6 
36 

PLT. 

2 

5. (c) Casualties and damage inflicted on the enemy 

a. Per sonnel 

(1) NVA KIA 4 

(2) POW 1 

(3) Chieu Hoi 1 

b.(c) Weapons Captured: J AK .. 47's 

c.(c) Ordnance 

(1) AK~47 rounds 
(2) Rifle grenades 
() RPG-2 rounds 
(4) RPG Booster 
(5) Bangalore Torpedo 
(6) Mortar fuses 
(7) Till' 
e ,-j) tllmm rounds 
(9) Cone'18sion grenades 

d.(e) Structures destroyed 

(1) Bunkers 
(2) Tunnel 

52 
1 

rTI-6 

2,400 
37 
4 
1 
2 
7 

41 pounds 
7 

114 
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e. (c) Foodstuffs and -Mtcilcar"~ 

(1) Rice 
(2) C-Rations 

f.(e) Miscellaneous 

(1) Comm Wire 
(2) Gas Masks 

300 pounds 
10 

5,000 feet 
11 

6.(0) Friendly Casualties sustained during the reporting period 

(1) KIA 
(2) WIA. 
(J) NBC 

7.(u) New Techniques Employed. NONE 

e 8. (a) Equipment 

o 
20 
84 

a. The following is e report of the readiness of major items of 
combat essential equipment: 

(1) MOtor TransEort 

Item 

M-31 
M-15lAl 
M-21A2 
M-107 
M-149 
M-IOI 
M-la,6 
M-::?50 
JOM-1 
;-'(-718 

(2) Communications 

Item 

GGe-3 
TCC-14 
URRa 23 
SB .. 22Pr 
PPS .. 6 
YM-1 
MRG-83 

Allowance 

4 
20 
30 
0 
5 
4 

18 
1 
1 
1 

Allowance 

1 
3 
1 
5 
0 
2 
2 
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4 3 
19 19 
27 20 
5 S 
1 1 
4 4 

17 17 
1 1 
1 1 
0 0 

O/H OP/READY 

0 0 
2 2 
0 0 
S 5 
6 6 
0 0 
2 2 
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MRc ... 87 t~~,.~=,i-' . 0 0 
MRC ... 109 2 2 2 
TGC-l4A 2 2 2 
PRC-41 3 3 1 
PRC-~7 5 3 1 
PP-4 61 .5 5 5 
~RC~125 7 7 7 
PRG-?5 75 72 69 
sSn ... KY ... d ,3 3 2 
,A?T/I''rRA-39 12 12 10 
KY-33 22 '22 22 
pI.! J:..tBA/G 1 0 0 
PRC-77 19 4 4 
TPS-21 2 0 0 
A~./pcc~t 4 0 0 
A!l/UG/J ... 2 1 0 0 

b.(s) Major end 1tems previously evacuated to higher echelon 
maintenance facilities that have not been returned. 

(1) Motor Transport 

Item 

M-37 

(2) Communications 

Item 

PRc-47 
PRC-25 
AN/GRA-J9 

Quantity 

3 

QI1am;itl 

2 
6 
2: 

c. Battle Losses not replaced: NONE 

9.(c) Logistics 

ao(o) Supply and Distribution 

Location 

FLSG-B 

Location 

FLSG-B 
FLS~~ 
FLSG-B 

! 

(l)(c) Force Logistics Support Group Bravo vas the primarY' 
souroe of supply and maintenance for the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines. 

b.(c) Resupply 

(l)(e) Resupply figureg b,y class, of supply of the 2d Battalion, 
9th Marines are as follows: 
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Class -
I 
II 
III 
IV 
V 

Total 
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Pounds 

20, 135 
113, 613 
13, 734 
il, 618 
89, 742 

248, 962 

• 

(2)(u) Total resupply figures for OPCON Battalions are as follows: 
NONE. 

(3)(u) Hot meals were provided qy the Battalion Rear located at Vande­
gr1tt Combat Base to the Battalion in the field as the tactical situation 
parmi t ted. 

e c. (c ) 'l'ransporta tion 

(l)(c) Surfaoe transportation utilized Route #1 between Quang T.ri 
and Dong Ha and Route /19, between Dong Ha and Vandegrift Combat Base. 

(2)(c) There are ten vehioles that are deadlined with 71 vehioles 
operational. 

(J )( c) The 2d Platoon, COlRpaIJiT nc n I 3d Motor Transport Battalion 
was in direct support of the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines. 

(4)(c) Air transportation was provided b.r Task Force Hotel from 
MAG-)6 and MAG-39. Helioopters were used for resupply, medical evacuation 
and troop lUts under routine and emergency conditions. 

(5)(c) A total of 124.5 tons ot resupply was moved b.r helicopters e during July. 

d.(c) Engineer Support 

(l)(c) Company "CII, 3d Engineer Battalion provided direct support 
to the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines. Engineer support continued to be sat­
isfactory. 

e.(c) Service Situation 

(1)(0) This Battalion ~d showers, bakery, ice and laundry serTices 
looated at Dong Ha and Vandegrift Combat Base. 

(a)(c) ELectrioal power supply at Vandegrift Combat Base was 
provided by MAI"-39. ~-=-'----- -'-~,~.-,~ 
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• 
Ca) IS priority 02 requisitions unrUled at the end of June. 
(b) 9 priority 02 requisitions unfilled during July. 
(c) 7 priority 02 requisitions completed during July. 
(d) 13 priority 02 requisitions unfilled at the end of July. 

(2)(c) Priority 02 requisitions unfilled consists of the follow-
ing general categories: 

(a) Communications, TIE items and repair items. 
(b) Motor Transport repair parts. 
(e) Engineer end items. 
(d) General supply. 
Ce) Ordnance repair parts. 

g. (c) Medical. 

(l)(c) Casualties requiring treatment beyond the organic RAS and 
BAS were evacuated to COI!lpany "C", 3d Medical. Battalion located at Vandegrift 
Combat Base and to 3d Medical Battalion located a t Quang Tri Combat Base. 

lO.(u) Civic Action. None. 

ll.(e) PSychOlo~al Warfare. In accordance with 3d MarDiv Or-ders, the 2d 
Battalion, 9thines conducted a limited ps,ycho1ogical warfare mission 
to counter ene~ propaganda aimed toward the departure of the 9th Marine 
Regiment. On 16 July 1969, a MEDCAP was conducted at Cua Viet and approx­
imatel;y ISO people were treated. On 18 JulY', a MEDCAP was conducted at the 
Cam Lo resettlement a nd approximately 300 people were treated. On 19 JulY'. 
members of the battalion provided security for the Division Band and a 
Vietnamese Drama presentation at Mai LoCo On 23 July, the battalion ter­
minated i t.S assigned PS7ChologicaJ. warfare ml.ssion with 35 Marines touring 
the 3d MarDiv Childrens Hospitalo 

12. (c) Personnel and Administration 

a. (c) Personnel 

(l)(c) Enlisted MOS shortageS 

MOS 

0141 
0341 
0)69 
2111 
2311 

RANK 

E-6 
E-5/E-4 
E-6 
E-3 
E-4 

Ill-IO 

SHORTAGES 

1 
18 

8 
1 
1 
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2533 
2549 
2841 
3052 
J3'n 
)t)16 

5711 
5931 
8421 

• 
DECLASSIFIED 
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(2)(c) Rotati~~! during the month (CONUS) 

Me OFF 
1 

~iC ENL 
71 

NAVY OFF 
o 

(3)(c) Replacement received during the month 

I~C OFF 
o 

Me ENL 
206 

NAVY OFF 
1 

• 4 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

(4)(c) Casualtiea: 0 KIA; 20 WIAj 0 DOW; 84 NBC 

(5)(0) Promotions: 

(6)(u) Awards: SUver Star 
Bronze Star 
Purple Heart 
Navy Commendation 
Navy Achievement 
Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry 

NAVYENL 
1 

NAVY ENL 
2 

o 
1 

60 
2 
2 
o 

Ple 
~ 

b.(u) Administration 

(l}(u) Special SerTices 

(a) All special s eM'ices equipment was collected prior to 
redeployment to be redistributed upon arrival in Okinawa. 

(2)(u) Discipline: 

(a)(u) Court Martials: 

GeM 
SPCM 
SCM 

III-ll 
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o 0 
6 2 
o 0 
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(b)(u) BattaUon Colllllbders Offiee Hours: JL 
(c)(u) CompaDT Commanders Offiee HourSI 

(J) (u) Marine PI and Postal. Affairs 

(a)(u)!!. FacUities are adequate. 

12 -

(b)(u) Postal. Postal services between Division and 
2d Battalion, 9th Marines rear was satisfactory. 

(4)(u) Chaplain Services 

(a)(u) During the IIlOnth of July, the 2d Battalion, 9th 
Marines Chaplain held frequent Protestant Divine SerYices at the aompa~ 
positions. Catholic Services were conducted at Vandegrift Combat Base by 
the Regimental Chaplaino 

13.(s) Intelligence 

a .. (8) General Information.. During the period froll 02 July to 06 
July, the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines participated in OperatioD UTAH MESAo 
The remainder of the month was utilized in preparation for redeployment 
to Okinawa. 

b.(s) Operation UTAH MESA.. This Operation was conducted in an area 
18,000 meters south, southeast of Khe Sanh in southwestern Q)lang Tri Pro­
vince. This area was suspected of being a major logistics and supply line, 
centered along route 926. In the past, this route has sus~l!ed tracked 
and wheeled traffio f!Jf moderate to light intensity" also the various other 
trails within the area of operations had signa of recent heavy use. This 
information coupled with other data seems to indicate that the Laotian 
Sa.lient Area in general and Route 926 specifically- is a major LOO illlto. 
Quang Tri ProTince. 

e e. (s) HLZ' s and FSB' S 0 Durng Opera tien UTAH MESA, the 2d Battaliea, 
9th Marines utIlized FSB Spark (XD 8742.31). Two un-named HLZ's were utUiz­
ed by- Companies "0" and "E" .. 

d. (s) ADalys1s. DocUllents captured all related to the 24th Regiment 
(AKA 57th), particularly to the 4th and 6th Battalions. A PC7.i" captured 
by Collp81V' "H" on 03 July 1969, claimed to be • member of the 1st Platoon 
of the 24th Regiment. Although he claimed that his unit's mission was to 
spearhead an attack and penetrate the perimeter of FSB Spark for the 13th 
Comp~J it doesn't seem plausible. He and his dead comrade were not 
dressed as sappers.. Their attack on FSB Spark was not much more than & 

heavy probe. The Chieu Hoi captured by' Compal\Y' IIG" on 03 July 1969, gave 
his unit as the 17th Company, ,th Battalion, 22d Regia.nt, 204th DiTisioa. 
Because of inconsistancies in his stor,y, this man was given a lie detector 
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test and was considered to be lying. He was turned over to CoUftter 
Intelligence in Dong Ha for further investigation. The H 01 Chanh was 
utilized ~ an Itearly word't broadcast to his comrades via a PsyOps air­
craft. It is believed that this a rea contains marv vital LOC's and 
supply routes. One hundred pounds of rice in two 50 pound bags was 
discovered <;>ti.': -9. tra.ll on 5. platform six inch.E"s.above the deck and cov­
ered with a green plastic COVel'o 

14. (8) Air Support 

a.(5) Fixed Wing Suppor! 

(1) (s) :"ixer:l Wing Support was excellent during all phases of 
Operation I.lTAH MESA.. Fixf::d l"ing W88 reqaasted through Marine Air Liaison 
at Task Force ~uadalcanal and directly from Faee on e few occasions o AO's 
controlled most of the daytime fli~hts because of superior observation 
capabilities md n1.ght~t111le flights were controlled by the rAe utilizing 

.. thp, MotorolA Rader BeMon and s yste!lls of the A...6 Intruder. Most missions 

.. were pre-scheduled with a ~5 minute reaction time on immediate requestso 
390 bombs, 195,000 pounds of :;r-:'''''':1~@,'!) were dropped plus an assortment of 
rockets &nd cluster tombs. 

(a)(a) 39 tacttcal air observation missions were flown 
with an al.lllost continue! visual reconna.isanee~ keeping enell\Y movements and 
mortar activity to a miniJ11um during daylight hours. On 9 occasions the 
OV-10 and Hue)" gunships ran their own ordnance on targets of opportwdty-. 
Once the OV-10 was used as a flare ship covering a night medevac and emer­
gene)" resupplyo 

(b)(s) 1 Spooky and 1 nare ship mission were flowno 
(o)(s) 7 close and direct air support missions were 

flown .. 
(d)( s) 5 A=6 Beacon close air support lIlissions were 

flown 0 

(e) (5) 1 special PsyOps mission for Chieu Hoi broadcasts 
was flown D 

bu(c) CAS B()lT,b Damage Assessment 

(1) 36 bunkers, plus 2 stone bunkers. 

(2) 2 secondary explosionso 

(3) 550 meters of trenchline destroy-ada 

(4) 1 structure destroyedu 
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c.(e) Helicopter 

(l)(s) Helicopter support, although hampered by the dist&nce 
away from Vandegrift Combat Base and the weather, was also excellent. The 
aTerage time for completion of emergency and priority m.edevacs, day and 
night, was 40 minuteso 

(a) 2 tactical lifts (1,150 personnel) 
(b) 7 medevac misnions (14 personnel)o This does not 

include 11 personnel evacuated on res11pply helicopterso 
(c) (c) 1 C8~ mission was utilized to evacuate a Chieu 

Hoi. Adcitionally, Task Force Guadalcani.l sup;:>orted the 2d Bathlion, 
9th Marines with their C&C Giiroraft on many occasionsD 

l'.(s) Artillery 

a.(s) Supporting Fires 

~ (1)(5) Artillery sup~ort for the ?d Battalion, 9th Marines 
_ during Operation TJTAE MESA was provided by "B" Battery, 1/40 Artillery, 

liE II Battery, 2d Battalionll l~tr, !'1a.ri 1:p.G j and Arfr1J" 175 guns firing from 
Vande~ift Combat Easeo 

(2)(s) Nature of targets fired included~ ene~ contact, 
active enemy mortars, bunker complexes) blocking fires, illumination, 
H&I1s and TOT's, 

(3)(c) Artillery support durtng the entire Operation was 
timely, accurate and effectiveo 

(4)(c) Three enemy deatts were attributed to ArtillerYG 

(5)(c) Total round!':' expended were 945 HE, 35 WP, 26 leM and 
2 Uluminationo 

~16.(s) Communications and Elec~~ 

a. r-eneral o During the month of Jul7J1 the Communications .latoen 
continued to provide radi0.ll messageand wire service for the Batt".lion 
resr in ~ang Tri, Vandegrift Combat Base and in the fieldo During the 
month, the Platoon completed al:: .. the requirements for embarkation to 
Okinawa and by the 31st was ready to departo During Operation UTAH NESA, 
from 2-6 July, some cipher difficulties existed betw~en the CP at FSB 
Spark and the Army CP. This problem was overcome by SWitching antennas 
and throu~h the rotation of PRC-77!KY-38'so 

b. l'lire. (5) Normal wire was used at '~ng Tri and Vande~ift Combat 
Base fi'om tl ": 1st to the 21st when the system was partially broken down in 
ant:'o i ~~at bY) 0.f the rede)loyment to Okinawao On the 28th, the wire systems 
at Vandegrift Comb.d, Base and ~uang Tri were brokl';!n dOt.ln for I>lount-Out to 
Okinawa, with one };.":'t-line being muntained to 3d BattalionJ 9th Marines' 
switchboard .. 
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.' ,"",o",,·,·~~ c. Radio. (5) from 1~7JulY9 normal. rs.dio cOll1lllunic:::tion was em­

plo7ed. Followin3 thl! st~nd-dovn on the 7thj) radio traffic was limited 
to Perimeter defense at ~r",ndr':f':1'ift Combat Ease and the Admin net from 
Vandegrift Combat Baoe to '~ng 7ri" '"\:':l"oughout t.he month, the rac.b 
section prepared all 'ear -,'or .'1ount~Out to (Jkin~.we.. 

d. .1essp.g(; :;enter 0 (c ; ';:'he m'~SSlie€ C ente:!' processed 337 incoming 
and 222 out~oin~ radio l!1.~ssages dlrins the ml)nth and 70) inco:rLing and 
15 o1ltgoing teletype messa~-r.cso ilormal sh;a.ekle deliveries were made to 
units at Vs.ndegrUt r;omb'lt D<l.r.e & nd -itlang Trio 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
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.: S'BCRE! 

T •• Zonet I 

reek Orp1ut1oa 

24. BaU,al1on" 9th MariM8 
B6S c.p&nf(.) 

US'!' ~II"_" l4 Shore tlart7 
maiMer .f'lat.oon "0· co. 3d EngiDeera 
1fIft 

IfFIt~ 

KG" ec.,.7 
-flit ec.PDT 

1. S1tQa!ie 

.. I!W Fp9!s 

MaJor *dJeaJci 
Lt.. Hor~.,. 

(1) iUeDIMlts of 2d KVA. BeI'-flAt are wrld.raa ..... Route 926 ccaSng w\ 
of Lao:. (Anna: I o..1ttecl) 

(1) Tuk 'ora_ Qltadae.".l U work1Dc atoM 1M sea t'latuu. 3d Bat­
t.aJ.1A)II., 9th Jo1ar1aea Ocm4uo~ operation lWl"t.beut. of the int.att.i 
area or operatio •• 

(2) lobe .. tterr, 2d a.ttallcm., 12tA Ilar1DeI w1ll. utUJ.!.M ISB Spark 
at. IJ2 J.q U6f ( .... C) 

0) lat.1Wf ~ troop l.itt, pre ..... l\ OO_rap aDd t1Jr4d wiDI 
ftr.IIIc utt... (A.nDex D) 

o. At ta __ te .... J?!'!!!!Ieu. 

(1) 11ft '-- .. "-0 .. 4 " .aA:b rUle ~. 
(2) l!'.q.1aMr tea .i.t.ached \0 eacb oc.paav. 
(.3) 15 IT'!' r.·'na v1ilb ~. 

'l. hi88iep. 2d. Batt&1iOll,9ua kn.au CD. 02 .. ~ 0CIIIIdu\ ul1l1orn8 &SBa\ll.t iD~ 
tz. S:,>ark, 88OU2e and reaotiva"\e 'SI Spvk. ,*",,,ct MU"Ohal d.Nt.roy 0t*rat1.ClIl 
11'- &.I!Isigned area to kill, capture OF ... ..,. \be PlaT, b1.a 1N,Pp1.1a. and .q,ldpIlen~ 

8i£it&1 
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). .B:xeml\1Ga 

• 

a. Coacept or Operat.iDD. ~ I (opara\1oa Oftl"la7) 

(1) rn-z OG,!!!Rt. 2d Sat.t.:.l.icn, 1th lW'1nea oODdu,ct. a h~' 
./ at. 01JOl1. 02 Jul7 1ato rSI/U. 5pUk area ........ 

'10.. ~ U with OM COIIpaDJ aDd ""aiDing ccapAD1M 
tollow in vaoe. . 

'b. CcIIp&D,'["!" ~ 

(1) a..a. at. ves ..c- the. O.::aas ot Tau J'oree lotel and UBUM .. 

Bald tA&le/Span'ow tia* clut1 • 

. e. tt--pg .,. 

(1) CoDd.tIot. hel.oobome lif't 1za ~. or CCIlpaD7 -(;II. IIOve iD a 8OU~ 
d.1no~ tID ibe nortG au. ot IO\lte 926, t.1U'Il ... 1o and .cy. parallel 
to 9A. 

d. caap!D,l "G" (R!1!) 

(1) Coadac\ lJ.aloNrM ill\. 111 traoe or COI"IP"'V' •• , .cTe 1n a soutAN'J, 
d1r_"ka t.o tL\e .outh aide ot Bo~ 926# tam 1D an eaat8rll &l1Jw 
ecu. -Y1a& panJ.l.el. too Bout. n6. 

(2) ~ .• ,. will. .... on. the l.et\ flIIak lor ."taal 1NP.PQrt.. 

e. CGapID7 -." (:ReilL) 

(1) ... \ L .... 0207J111 J'ulJ' 69 oQDdut M]1bo1"De ... 01\ ·1ato U. ~1>ark .\ em 1-na,7). 
(2J 3e1., IJeC\.lN and deflDd LZ. S:JArk tor 1' ....... or tbe 1at.t..l1on. 
(J) Upon tbe cc:.plet.1oD Qf the heloli1't., ....n. the establi __ t. of. ' 

FSI s,.n. ~ au. IIfMP tea to cJ.euo u.a &ad bDob7 tn.Pa. 
(4) I8tUl1* or .... ot PSI SpU'k. 
($) rHp.are U to reed." ~ hoORDau.oe &ad --v eQ.~_t. 
(6) CoIwNot. .-nr1trlabull patrol .. in ~ ana. .. 

!. ~ Cora?QT(-) 

(l) Ooe-IDri 0r0v.p A &.loW" iato U Spark at\er CoIIplII\T "fl-. 
(2) eo.cd GroIlP I helolltt. 1Dtoo LZ Spuk at .. CCllpalV' "0*. 
(,3) 1 _Uon of Q_ a\t.a.Ued to CQlpw "I- tor 1D1Ual ...... 1t.. 
(la) 8~ .,;latooa.(-) ~ retMD.~ to VCB vUl. De ..... ol1tted O\lt .dII.'sa-

1.at.rat1vel1'. 
(5) J.oa. platoon reu1n OIl CoDvo1' MCUd.v. 
"} D8 CcapaIa,J(-) 1'oll.ov in traoe at ec.p"7 -()tI • 
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SBCan 

•• qcwn.u.aa!!»l Iaa\l'UtlUm~ 
elJ -- J) (OiJ ..... u. ...... lq) . 

! (2) gtfeotiye t.tae ., &"-_n,ta. Ideo _ ~. 
()) »-Dq D2 Jul¥ 1'" . 

~o 0..) w.v 1130 02 Jul¥ 1969. 

b. Adl1D1atrat1os udLoI~ A4IWl orier J-69 

5. 9!!'aDd .... ~'!!1!!u.a.y~D.1.oa 

.. 9!!!~ PD,!t 

(1) .AJ.pk CA.I end 01'0.., l.mtH.1n traG- .4Jt ~p.7 1Ijl/l. 
(2) Bn-.o c.wa ... fJlrMp l.u.tds ill v •• ., ~ ttO· •. 
·(J)S\1l1ord1uW 81_ repon. Oil' loc&t,1GIlIIt ....... ooov. 

It. ec.i.-h' 
(1) ill ~ to ... ooawolled. _ .. 1ST ,~. 
(2) IYtII'J'rAe teal w1ll M.ft"I" Swbl 11atl- and 2 a1r panel .. 
() o.n,- - 10 dq ~ f'4 .... )16... . 
(4J ... o.;:~ ~ 1d.l.l uYe. P"lC-n clt.al. rita a-l& capaail1ti7. 
(5) ZetMU .. a Ccam'ad .... aapM11 I. V n'll . VOl. 

c. fbr!!\ Pout. 

(1) ..... ,11 Iae 
(2) Oi:rla ..... 
(J) ..,. .... 
(It) t<vga 
lS) Caw 

~
. ~ faak orpn.1~t.1ort _I iI&ed ·0" In~genoe ...... d'W 
Ar~ 

4) Air 
_8) Operation <md'lq 

D1.tribu~1oD1 A 

Ottlo1al 

I. HODJESrI 
Kajer USIa 

C--.aH ... 
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SJiCllrl . 

Jmtex C (.ln1lle17) to O?OHli ,.., 

1. SI'.f!UA.IJ! 

... _!'!!!I F~~. J.IlD.d I cm.,t.ed 
• 

b. lI'£ie!!{,lz P'cr.. JJmex.A QU:t.t.rl 

c. AttaabMau aad Deta •• u. ICIDI 

2. mus-.. "d. Batt.,] '-,12th HariDu proV1d. .. dir .... .f1iPpU"t. to 2d. :Batt&l:UmJ 

'" Li"5..a •• 

.. Conoep\. S. MMx D 

.. ~ IutnoUaD.. 

(1) For __ ~ ,"&eta ko ol.oM -. triAndl1l1nu tor :1n1.t4&l a~Kc:.k 
1r7 ~. blDck ~ lIOn lJ.kel.1 ellOape roa.tIe w1tb • bea"'IJ' ~ Gt 
tift ... __ adjun tu tiN tor .tteat. tbroqh t he ~ .. >Oalu.a to 
a ut. d1.atace tra ff1MdU •• 
(2) Ialt.i.&1 pia abolald lie zao clDeer thaD 600 aet.era to flo' .. ,), ... 
to lmM8l .. tln.tu.ua. 1D tale 11"-' . 
(3) MIt. ~ " t>J.8.tted aroGDd poB1tioDa no cloler tban l5DV _ •• -
(1£) Mia' .. .at. fiU\eIlOe tor ICH (tueon.oker) tl'Ql V<;lopa 1A ..... :1a 610 __ •• . 
(5) tiP' .w..s. ... ~1ne ~ ~ .roup\ 1D _ caloaer than 600 .... 
tria l1aH. It. ~ otber than ._ 1IIIU.oh .a.ncs Sa t.b.e niP' 
.4.t.w." f1l"8 ...... M .... , 601 ae\en la 00tIId, ... tbe aiJdaua at. 
d1.taDee tor \be .. -'terJ" w tire. 
(6) 11&1'8 aDd TOft. 8hoolAt _ ..u.1tt.ed 1Q' lIOCI! at. tbe latMt each dq 
to wv. that tb..,- tu.t dIIr1aa tM D1eh~ 

A. AdIIl1ni.tr.UcG &D4 f:!I1!Ua. J/A. 

s. Cone'·and ~~~. See ~, (Or ."o.a~..lact,ro1W.J 

.. 
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AnD_ D (A1r operations) to OPOaD 9-69 

ael: <a' Mapa. (1) Buena IIoa 6JJ.l III 
(2) Ha Shi Pi h 6341 IT 
(J) Tbon Doc UDh o3k.2 II 
U~) Sa Mol 6342 I .# 

'Hae Zone.: • 

1. SITtAl'IOI 

a.. I!!!!el Force.. AIa.x B aa1tted 

~. Fr1eadll 'Fo_ 

(1) 71iA Air roroe co;sdu.ot GtferudT8 air operat.i0n8 aDd. aerial obaerYltl" 
reoonna1. .. ', ... requested 'by Taak forc. 01aa4aeaul. 
(2) 1st JWi to Pl"Ovide !1.ud vina, hellaopter and aerial observer .. 
port cOllKAenoiDg Oft n-n.:-9 

o • .1~~tt aDd Detaolaenta 

~l) 3d Shore flartr Battalj.cn baa ?rovided eaob ocapany \lith two b.el1-
copter .upport.!UD. ( .. total oE 8 per.onnel). . 
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