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R PART I
: ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1, (c) Designation

Headquarters, 2d Battalion, 9th Marines LtCol R.

Subordinate Units

"HR.S"® COMPANY 1stlt

. 1stLt
Company "E" Capt
Company "F" 1stLt
Company "G" Cept
Company "H" Capt

| Direct Support Units

LtCol
1stLt

2d Battalion, 12th Marines
2d Platoon, Company "C", 3d Engr Bn

2. (c) Location, Headquarters, 2d Battalion,

Vandegrift Combat Base, RVN
3. (e) Staff Officers
Executive Officer Major
S-1 1stLt
5-2 GySgt
S-3 Mz jor
Sl Capt
ALQ 1stLt
FAC 1stlt
Comm lstlt
Supply 1stLt
MTO 1stLt
Chaplain Lt
Medical Officer Lt

Lt
4o (c) Average Monthly Strength
USMC USN
OF B OfF BN
32 1nn 2 L5
I-1

Commander

. R

DATE
L. MODJESKI 1-31
D, W. MORLEY 1-23
B. B. HOLDRIDGE 2l=31
Do Ko SHOCKEY 1'31
J. L- GANGW'ER 1-31
Do Co WILSON ]’-‘31
G. W. SACHTLEBEN 1-31
C. J. KILLEEN 1-31
Ec H. GHILDRBS 1-15

9th Marines
P. G. COLLINS 1-31
B. J. RAMSEY 1-31
Eo Do HA-RKER 1-31
L. L. EI'CHO 1.31
Re H. SUTPTON 1-31
Go J| BARCELO 1-29
G. L. BAMMACK 1-29
M. K. STONEBARGER 1-29
Lo. Sn DREVER 1-31
F. C. DUNNE 1=31
G. B. HUMMER 1-31
S. H. GEHRING 1-2
S. H. HALE 3-31

OTHER
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T rrwme=—  NARRATIVE SUMMARY

I s

(s) During the month of July, the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines participated
in Operation UTAH MESA and continuted preparation for redeployment to
Okinawa,

(s) On 2 July 1969, the 2d Battalion(=), 9th Marines heliolifted to FSB
Spark to participate in Operation UTAH MESA. The battalion had the mission
of reactivating FSB Spark and conducting search and destroy operations to
the east. The initid concept was to displace Company "G" to the south of
Route 926, to search for possible enemy supply cache and a scertain enemy
disposition. Compmy "F" was displaced to the north of Route 926, with

the mission to locate possible enemy supply cache and a scertain enemy dis-
positipn. Company "H" was assigned the security of FSB Spark. On 3 July,
the decision was made to move Company "G" to the southwest of FSB Spark to
search and destroy an active mortar position, Company "F" was displaced

to the northeast to locate possible enemy supply cache. On L July, Company
"G" was a ssigned 9 grid squares to the northeast of FSB Spark to conduct
search and destroy operations. On 6 July, the 24 Battalion, $th Marines(=)
terminated Operation UTAH MESA, at 1100H, :

(s) From 7 July to 31 July, the battalion concentrated on embarkation pre=
parations, The battalion provided the Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk Company until
12 July, &t which time all offensive commitments were termindted. In anti-
cipation of redeployment, the advance party departed for Okinawa on 24 July.
(s) The month of July terminated L years of honorable and distinguished duty
in Viet-Nam for the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines.

&
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PART III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1, (s) Combat Missions Assigned

&, Participation in Operation UTAH MESA.

2. (a) Operations

91 July

02 July

03 July

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP, Companies "F", "G" and "H" at
Vandegrift Combat Base. Company "E" at Vandegrift Combat Base
on & Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk mission. Companies "™F%, "Gn" and
"H" preparing for Operation UTAH MESA,

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "H" at FSB Spark, Com-
pany "G" at (XD 87L4224) and Company "F" at (XD 881237). Company
"E" at Vandegrift Combat Base on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk mis-
sion. At 0645H, the 2d Battalion, $th Marines(-) commenced their
1lift to FSB Spark. Company "H" was the first to assault FSB Sgark,
at 0730H, Effective at 0730H, the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines(-
was passed OPCON to Task Force Hotel and in turn passed to Task
Force Guadalcanal, starting Operation UTAH MESA, Company "E" re-
mained at Vandegrift Combat Base on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk
mission, The entire 1ift to FSB Spark was completed at 1210H.

At Q9LOH, FSB Spark received 3 rounds of intermittent 82mm mortar
fire. Fire was returned by 81lmm mortars. After the last round
of incoming, a helicopter to the southwest of FSB Spark received
5 to 10 rounds of small arms fire. At 1330M, the 1lst squad, 1lst
platoon of Company "H" sighted 2 enemy elements in the vicinity
of (XD 870256). The patrol initiated contact but the enemy es-
caped, There were 20 fighting holes and 10 bunkers found in this
area. The same patrol continued to follow a road marked with ve=-
hicle tracks, andagain made contactwithl KVA at (XD 871237).

The NVA was wearing a flak jacket and helmaqt. When fired upon,
the NVA element fled into the bushese Between 1857H and 1950H,
the CP received 47 rounds of 82mm mortar fire and 57mm RR fire
from (XD 858217), Fire was returned with 8lmm's, artillery and
two flights ot fixed wing. Commumication became a problem due

to damaged radio equipment. Total casualties were: 5 USMC/WIAE,
1 USNMIAE and li USMC/WIANE. ] )

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "H™ at FSB Spark. Company
"Fr at (XD 888247). Company "G" at (XD 863227). Company "E" re-
mains at Vapdegrift Combat Base on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk mission.
At 0510H, Company "H" received a probe from approximately 3 to 6
NVA, Fire was returned with small arms and grenades. When the
light of day came, the area was searched and revealed 1 NVA/KIA,
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Four blood trails were also found, one of which led to 1 wounded
NVA, taken as a POW, The POW was interrogated by an attached ITT
team and medevaced at O845H. Gear found in the area included: 2
AK-}7's, 2 ChiCom rifle grenades, 1 RPH round with booster, 22 Chi=
Com grenades, L AK magazines and various items of 782 gear. At
0600H, 1 NVA walked into Company "G"'s lines to Chieu Hoi. He was
evacuated to the CP position. At 0850H, the 2d squad, 2d platoon
of Company "G" reported movement 20 to 30 meters away. An ambush
was attempted with an AO on station but it never developed. At
1030H, the 1st platoon of Company "F" found a bunker complex,

100 meters in depth at (XD 881233) to (XD 882234). Among the
structures found were 7 A=frame bunkers, 2 mortar pits with very
fresh base plate impressions, 1 mess area, 2 large stoves and
miscellaneous US gear, The area had been occupled in the last

24 hours. A further search of the area revealed negative results.
£t 1700H, Company "G" made econtact with S to 6 NVA with negative
results. 1 USMC/WIANE and 2 USMC/WIAE.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "H" at FSB Spark. Com-
peny "E" at Vandegrift Combat Base on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk
mission, Company "F" at (XD 887247) and Company "G" at (XD 854217).
At 0324,00H, Company "G" sustained 2 casualties from an 3lmm roumd
being fired at the enemy. 2 USMC/WIAE. At O3LOH, Company "G® dise
covered a blood trail and helmets at (XD 861223). 4t 1130H, Com-
pany "G" found several old NVA living bunkers in a suspected high-
activity area, At 1110H, the 3d squad, 3d platoon of Company "H"
found two NVA E=tools, one NVA helmet and 2 NVA ponchos at (XD
873235). At 1130H; Company "H" found 110 incoming holes and var-
ious NVA gear including 2 rifle grenades and 2 ChiCom grenades

at (XD 870235). At 1250H, Company "G" discovered a bunker complex
at (XD 860223), It had been destroyed by artillery on the previous
evening. A fresh grave was found, containing 3 NVA bodies, 3 NVA/
KIA., Gear found included: LOO AK=}i7 rounds, 1 AK=}7 with folding
metal stock, LO concussion grenades, 1 RPG round, 3 rifle grenades,
10 large grenades (believed to be con¢ussion), 8 AK=47 magazines,

2 helmets, 2 Russian gas masks, 200 pounds of rice, 2 bangalore
torpedos, 5 bottles of pills and 5 shirts. At 1500H, Company "GY
found additional gear at (XD 862222)., Gear included: 37 rifle
grenades, 42 ChiCom grenades, 2,000 AK=L7 rounds, 7 Mortar rounds
(61mm), RPG type B=l4O rounds; 5 gas masks, 100 pounds of clothing,
8 NVA packs, 6 blasting caps, 4 blocks of #4 TNT, 2 mortar sites
with bubbles, 6 grenade launchers, 4O pounds of TNT, 2 NVA K-bars,
7 fuses with mortars and 5,000 feet of comm, wire. At 144 OH, FSB
Spark received 1 round of friendly artillery fire from FSB Saigon.
1 USMC/WIAE and 2 USMC/WIANE., At 1630H, )4 NVA (wearing camouflaged
utilities and covers) were spotted by Company "3" at (XD 862222),
It was thought that the NVA were a reconnaisance team. The enemy
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escaped through a tunnel and a further search of the area revealed
hegative results. At 1645H, Company "H" made contactwith 1 NVA
at (XD 872238). The NVA escaped and a search of the area revealed
only 1 ChiCom grenade. 1 USMC/WIAE.

05 July 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Company "H" at FSB Spark. Com=
pany "F" at (XD 8872L7) and Company "G" at (XD 846225), Company
"E" at Vandegrift Combat Base on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk mission.
At 0930H, Company "G" calledin fixed wing on the bunker complex
that was searched the day before, destroying 10 bunkers. At 0910H,
Company "H" (1st squad, 1lst platoon) found 3 NVA E-tools at (XD
874235). A search of the area revealed nothing further. At 1930H,
the 3d squad,3d platoon of Company "G" observed fresh footprints
of approximately 10 men at (XD 845229). Artillery was ctalled in on
a sgsuspected harbor site with unknown results,

06 July A%t O700H, the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines(-) commenced their lift
back to Vandegrift Combat Base, with Company "F" being the first
elements to lift. At 1100H, the last elements of Compamy "H"
arrived at Vandegrift Combat Base, thus terminating 2d Battalion,
9th Marines' participation in Operation UTAH MESA.

07 July 2d Battaliom, 9th Marines CP, Company "G" and Company "H" at
Vandegrift Combat Base., Company "E" at Vandegrift Combat Base
on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk mission, Company "F" OPCON to 4th
Marine Regiment. At 1340H, Vandegrift Combat Base received 5
rounds of incoming rockets. Results: 1 USMC/IANE. At 1300H,
Company "F" was chopped OPCON to Lth Marine Regiment., 2d Bat-
talion, 9th Marines commenced stand-down for future embarkation
to Oldnawa.

08 July 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP at Vandegrift Combat Base. Company
"E" at Vandegrift Combet Base on a Bald Eagle Sparrow Hawk mission.
Company "G" and Company "H" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines,
Company "F" O°CON to Lth Marine Regiment.

09 July 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP at Vandegrift Combat Base. Company
"E" at Vandegrift Combat Base on a Bald Eagle/Svarrow Hawk mission.
Company "3" and Company "H" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines,
Comvany "F" OPCON to L4th Marine Regiment.,

10 July 2d Battaliony; 9th Harines CP and Company "F" at Vandegrift Combat
Base, Company "E" on a Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk mission at Van-
degrift Combat Base. Company "G" and Company "F" OPCON to 34
Battalion, 9th Marines, At 1700H, Company "F" was passed back
to 2d Battalion, 9th Marines for rehabilitation and preparation
for embarkation to Okinawa,

III-3
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11 July 2d Battalion, Sth Marines CP at Vandegrift Combat Base. Companies
wgr, WEMS and "G" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines, Company "H"
on & Bald Eagle/Sparrow Hawk mission, at Vandegrift Combat Base.
Company "F" was passed OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines to stand
lines at Vandegrift Combat Base.

2 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP OPCON to Lth Marine Regiment. Com-
panies "E", "F!, "G" and "H" OFCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines,
24 Battalion, 9th Marines in preparation for embarkation to
Okinawa and also in & rehabilitation status.

lé:

13 July 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP OPCON to hth Marine Regiment. Com-
panies "EW, "Fn, "G" and "H" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines.
2d Battalion, 9th Marines preparing for embarkation, Companies
WEW, NF® and "G" providing security at Vandegrift Combat Base.
Company "H" providing security at Ca Lu.

1l July 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP OPCON to Lth Marine Regiment. Comy
panies "EW, "F", WG" and "H" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines.
2d Battalion, 9th Marines continuing to prepare for embarkation
and to rehabilitate the Companies.

15 July 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP OPCON to Lth Marine Regiment. Com-
L&) panies "ER, "F#, nG" and "H" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines.
2d Battalion, 9th Marines continuing embarkation preparation and
rehabilitation,

16 July 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP CPCON to hth Marine Regiment. Com-
20wy 9
panies "E", "F", "G" and "H" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines.
24 Battalion, 9th Marines continues to prepare for embarkation.

17 July 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP OPCON to Lth Marine Regiment. Com-
panies "E", "F%, "G" and "H"™ OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines,
for base security, 2d Battalion;, 9th Marines remains in a rehab-
ilitation status and also is preparing for redeployment.

18 July 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP OPCON to Lth Marine Regiment. Com-
panies "E", "F", "G" and "H" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines.
JBmbarkation preparations continue to be made by the 2d Battalion,
9th Marines,

19 July 2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP OPCON to Lth Marine Regiment., Com=
panies "E", "F", uG" and "H" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines.
2d Battalion, 9th Marines continues in a state of rehabilitatlon’
and preparation for embarkation to Okinawa.

20 July 2d Battalion; 9th Marines CP OPCON to 4th Marine Regiment. Gom-@
panies "EM, "G" and "H" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines. Com=
pany "F" was passed back to 2d Battalion, 9th Marines and sent to
Quang Tri to prepare for embarkstion,

III=}
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2 sy
22 iy
2 iy
24 duy

25 July
26 Julz
27 July

® 28 July

29 July

30-31 July

24 Battalion, 9th Marines CP OPCON to 4th Marine Regiment, Com-
panies "E¥;, ®G" and "H® OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines, Com-
pany "F" at Quang Tri. ' Embarkation procedures are still in order
for the 24 Battalion, 9th Marines,

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP OPCON to 4th Marine Regiment. Com-
panies "E", "G" and "H" OPCON to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines. Com-
pany "F% at Quang Tri. 24 Battalion, 9th Marines continues to
prepare for embarkatien,

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP, Company "E", Company "G"(-) and Com=
pany "H" at Vandegrift Combat Base. OCompany "F" and the second
platoon of Company "G" at Quang Tri. 2d Battalion, 9th Marines
was passed back to 9th Marines at 1200H, '

24 Battaliony, 9th Marines CP and Companies "E" and "H" at Vande-
grift Combat Base. Companies "G" and '"F" at Quang Tri. 24 Bate
talion, 9th Marines continues to make final preparations for em-
barkation. Also the advance party departed by air for Ckinawa.

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Companies "E" and "H" at Vande-
grift Combzt Pase, Companies "F" and "G" at Quang Tri. All com~
panies continue to plan for embarkstion,

2d Battalion; 9th Marines CP and Companies "E" and "H" at Vande-
grift Combat Base. Compaies "F" and "G"™ at Quang Tri. 2d Bat~
talion, 9th Marines continues embarkation procedures,

2d Battalion, 9th Marines CP and Companies "E"™ and "H" at Vande=
grift Combat Base. Companies 'F" and "G" at Quang Tri. All
Companies are preparing for embarkation to Okinawa,

2d Battaliony; 9th Marines CP and Companies "E" and "H" at Vande-
grift Combat Base. Company "F" and Company "G" at Quang Tri.,
Final plans are being made for embarkation.

All units of the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines are at Quang Tri await-
ing transportation to DaNang for further embarkation to Okinawa,

2d Battalion, 9th Marines at Quang Tri awaiting transportation to
DaNang and making fimal preparations for redeployment to Okinawa.
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3. (c) Training

a. When time and tactical situation permitted, the companies held
classes on a wide variety of General Military subjects, fam fired all weapons
and cross-trained Marines for various jobs within the unit.

b. There were 209 personnel who received in-country troop indoctrin-
ation in accordance with Div0 1510.3D.

¢. Formal schools attended by personnel were: NONE

L. (c) Statistical breakdown by units of the operation action during the
reporting period.

a. Activities FT. SP. FLT. C0.
QP 12
LP 39
Ambush 6
Patrol 36 2 6

5. (e) Casualties and damage inflicted on the enemy

a, Personnel

(1) NVA KIA L
(2) pow 1
(3) Chieu Hoi 1

b.(c) Weapons Captured: 3 AK=47's

c.(c) Ordnance

(1) AK=47 rounds 2,400
(2) Rifle grenades 37
(3) RPG=2 rounds N
(L) RPG Booster 1
(5) Bangalore Torpedo 2
(6) Mortar fuses 7
(7) Timr N
(3) &1lmm rounds 7
(9) Concussion grenades 11y

do(e) Structures destroyed

(1) Bunkers 52
(2) Tunnel 1

IT=6 SHORET
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e.(c) Foodstuffs and‘ﬂ§3T§:i*5;;r a
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(1) Rice
(2) C-Rations

f.(c) Miscellaneous

(1) Comm Wire
(2) Gas Masks

5,000 feet
17

6.(c) Friendly Casualties sustained during the reporting period

(1) KIA
(2) WIa
(3) NBC

7. (u)

New Techniques Employed.

8.(s)

ulpment

0
20
8l
NONE

a, The following is @ report of the readiness of major items of
combat essential equipment:

(1)

(2)

Motor Transport

Iten

M-37
M=151A1
M=2742
M=107
M=149
M=101
M)16
M=250
JOM=1
¥M-718

Communications

Item

6GC-3
TCC=1l
URR- 23
SB-22PF
PPS~6
KW-7
MRC-83

Allowance

L
20
30

=
HHEHFHOEFEWNO

Allowance

NNOWMHwW M-
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KY-33

P 348A/%
FRC-77
TPS=21
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b.(s) Major end 1tems previously evacuated to higher echelon
. maintenance facilities that have not been returned.

(1) Motor Transport .

Item Juantity Location
M=37 3 FLSG=B

(2) Communications

Item Quantity Location

PRC=}47 2 FLSG=-B

PRC=25 6 FLSG=B

AN/GRA-39 2 FLSG-B
. Ce Battle Losses not replaced: NONE

9.(c) Logistics
- a.(c) Supply and Distribution

(1)(c) Force Logistics Support Group Bravo was the primary
source of supply and maintenance for the 2d Battallion, 9th Marines.

b.(c) Resupply

(1)(¢) Resupply figures by class, of supply of the 2d Battalion,
9th Marines are as follows;

III-8 @BGRET, T
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Class Pounds
I 20, 135
II 113, 673
III 13, 73L
IV 11, 678
v 89, Th2
Total 248, 962

(2)(u) Total resupply figures for OPCON Battalions are as follows:
NONE.

(3)(n) Hot meals were provided by the Battalion Rear located at Vande-
grift Combat Base to the Battalion in the field as the tactical situation
permitted.

c.(¢) Transportation

(1)(c) Surface transportation utilized Route #1 between Quang Tri
and Dong Ha and Route #9, between Dong Ha and Vandegrift Combat Base.

(2)(c) There are ten vehicles that are deadlined with 71 vehicles
operational,

(3)(c) The 2d Platoon, Compamy "C", 3d Motor Transport Battalion
was in direct support of the 2d Battalion, $th Marines,

(4)(c) Air transportation was provided by Task Force Hotel from
MAG-36 and MAG-39. Helicopters were used for resupply, medical evacuation
and troop lifts under routine and emergency conditions.

(5)(c) A total of 124.5 tons of resupply was moved by helicopters
during July.

de(c) Engineer Support

(1)(c) Company "C", 3d Engineer Battalion provided direct support
to the 2d Battalion, Pth Marines. Engineer support continued to be sate=
isfactory.

e.(c) Service Situation

(1)(c) This Battalion ugpd showers, bakery, ice and laundry services
located at Dong Ha and Vandegrift Combat Base,

(a)(e) Electrical power supply at Vandeg‘ii‘t Combat Base was
provided by MAM=39, e e o s i

B [ — e Pl emEr o oan
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£.(c) Supply Situa%fﬁgﬂ:t:iz:;-J"uﬂ._

(1)(c) Statistical data of priority 02 requisitions

(a) 15 priority 02 requisitions unfilled at the end of Jume,
(b) 9 priority 02 requisitions unfilled during July.
(¢) 7 priority 02 requisitions completed during July.
(d) 13 priority 02 requisitions unfilled at the end of July.

(2)(e) Priority 02 requisitions unfilled consists of the follow-
ing general categories:

(a) Communications, T/E items and repair items.
(b) Motor Transport repair parts.

(c) Engineer end items.

(d) General supply.

(e) Ordnance repair parts.

g.(c) Medical

(1)(c) Casualties requiring treatment beyond the organic RAS and
BAS were evacuated to Company "C", 3d Medical Battallon located at Vandegrift
Combat Base and to 3d Medical Battalion located at Quang Tri Combat Base.

10.(u) Civic Action, None,

11.(c) Psychological Warfare. In accordance with 3d MarDiv Qrders, the 2d
Battalion, 9th ines conducted a limited psychological warfare mission
to counter enemy propaganda aimed toward the departure of the $th Marine
Regiment, On 16 July 1969, a MEDCAP was conducted at Cua Viet and approx-
imately 150 people were treated. On 18 July, a MEDCAP was conducted at the
Cam Lo resettlement and approximately 300 people were treated. On 19 July,
members of the battalion provided security for the Division Band and a
Vietnamese Drama presentation at Mai Loc. On 23 July, the battalion ter-
minated its assigned psychological warfare mission with 35 Marines touring
the 3d MarDiv Childrens Hospital,

12.(c) Personnel and Administration

a.(c) Personnel

(1)(c) Enlisted MOS shortages

Mos RANK SHORTAGES

oL E<6 1

o3ia E-5/E=l 18

0369 E<6 8 -

2111 E-3 1 Y )

2311 E"!-l 1 do g__gw SRS R IR
III-10 SponY
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2533 ~ESI/E=2 i
2549 E=6 1
28l E=l 1
3052 E-3 2
337 ba7 1
3516 E=5/E=l 2
5711 E=S 1
5931 E=5 1
8h21 E«6 1l
(2)(c) Rotatio:: during the month (CONUS)
MC OFF MC ENL NAVY OFF NAVY ENL
1l 7L o} 1

(3)(e) Replacement received during the month

MC OFF MC ENL NAVY OFF NAVY ENL
. 0 206 1 2

(L)(¢) Casualties: O KIA; 20 WIA; O DOW; 84 NBC

(3)(c) Promotions:

e me 3o BB %

(6)(u) Awards: Silver Star
Bronze Star
Purple Heart
Navy Commendation
Navy Achievement
Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry

&

ONM%O—'O

b.(u) Administration

(1)(u) Special Services

(a) All special services equipment was collected prior to
redeployment to be redistributed upon arrival in Okinawa.

(2)(u) Discipline:

(a)(u) Court Martials: Completed Pending
GCM 0 0
SPCM 6 2
SCM o} 0
s - i
- o
III-11
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(b)(u) Battalfon Commanders Office Hours: RS

(c)(u) Company Commanders Office Hours: 12
(3)(u) Marine PX and Postal Affairs

(a)(u) PX. Facilities are adequate.

(v)(u) Postal., Postal services between Division and
2d Battalion, 9th Marines rear was satisfactory.

(4)(u) Chaplain Services

(a)(u) During the month of July, the 2d Battalion, 9th
Marines Chaplaim held frequent Protestamt Divine Services at the Company
positions. Catholic Services were conducted at Vandegrift Combat Base by
the Regimental Chaplain,

. 130(5) Intolligence

a.(s) General Information. During the period from 02 July to 06
July, the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines participated in Operation UTAH MESA,.
The remainder of the month was utilized in preparation for redeployment
to Okinawa,

b.(s) Operation UTAH MESA. This Operation was conducted in an area
18,000 meters south, southeast of Khe Sanh in southwestern Quang Tri Pro-
vince. This area was suspected of being a major logistics and supply line,
centered along route 926, In the past, this route has suspaired tracked
ond wheeled traffio nf moderate to light intensity, &also the various cther
trails within the area of operations had signs of recent heavy use, This
information coupled with other data seems to indicate that the Laotian
Salient Area in general and Route 926 specifically is a major LOC inta
Qnang Tri Province,

. c.(s) HLZ's and FSB's, Durinmg Operatien UTAH MESA, the 2d Battalien,
9th Marines utilized FoB Spark (XD 874237). Two un=-named HLZ's were utiliz-
ed by Companies "G" and "E'",

de(s) Analysis. Documents captured all related to the 24th Regiment
(AKA 57th), particularly to the Lth and 6th Battalions. A POW, captured
by Company "H" on 03 July 1969, claimed to be a member of the lst Platoon
of the 2lth Regiment. Although he claimed that his unit's mission was to
spearhead an attack and penetrate the perimeter of FSB Spark for the 13th
Company, it doesn't seem plausible, He and his dead comrade were not
dressed as sappers. Their attack on FSB Spark was not much more than a
heavy probe., The Chieu Hoi captured by Company "G" on 03 July 1969, gave
his unit as the 17th Company, 5th Battalion, 22d Regiment, 204th Divisionm,
Because of inconsistancies in his story, this man was given a lie detector
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test and was considared to be lying., He was turned over to Counter
Intelligence in Dong Ha for further investigation. The H oi Chanh was
utilized in an "early word" broadcast to his comrades via a PsyOps sir-
craft. It is believed that this area contains many vitsl LOC's and
supply routes. Cne hundred pounds of rice in two 50 pound bags was
discovered ¢ff. 2 trall on s platform six inches above the deck and cov-
ered with & green plastic cover,

U.(8) Air Support
a,(s) Fixed Wing Support

(1)(s) Fixe? Wing Support was excellent during all phases of
Operation UTAH MiSA, Fixed Wing wss reqicsted through HMarine Air Liaison
&t Task Force Tuadalcanal and directly from Pase on 2 few occasions. AO's
controlled most of the daytime flights because of superior observation
capabilities md night-time flights were controlied by the FAC utilizing
the Motorola Rader Beacon and s ystems of the A<6 Intruder., Most missions
were pre-scheduled with a 45 minute reaction time on immediate requests.
390 bombs, 195,000 pounds of orin:nees were dropped plus an assortment of
rockets and cluster tombs.

(a)(s) 39 tacticsl air observation missions were flown
with an almost continusl visual reconnaisance, keeping enemy movements and
mortar activity to a minimum during daylight houwrs. On 9 occasions the
0V-10 &nd Huey gunships ran their own ordnance on targets of opportunity,
Once the OV-10 was used as a flare ship covering & night medevac and emer-
gency resupply.

(b)(s) 1 Spooky and 1 flare ship mission were flown.

(c)(8) 7 clese and direct air support missions were

flown,

(d)(s) 5 A=5 Beacon close air support missions were
floun,

(e)(s) 1 special PsyUps mission for Chieu Hoi btroadcasts
was flown,
b.(c) CAS Bomb Damage Assessment
(1) 36 bunkers, plus 2 stone bunkers.
(2) 2 secondary explosions.

(3) 550 meters of trenchline destroyed.

(4) 1 structure destroyed,

ITI=13
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c.(s) Helicopter Support:

At SR TR

(1)(s) Helicopter support, although hampered by the distance
away from Vandegrift Combat Base and the weather, was also excellent, The
average time for completion of emergency and priority medevacs, day and
night, was L0 minutes,

(a) 2 tactical 1ifts (1,150 personnel)

(b) 7 medevac missions (1L personnel), This does not
include 11 personnel evacuated on resupply helicopters.

(¢)(e) 1 C4C mission was utilized to evacuate a Chieu
Hol, Additionally, Task Yorce Guadalcansl supported the 2d Battsalion,
9th Merines with their C&C sircraft on many occasionse

15.(s) Artillery
a.(s) Supporting Fires

(1) (s) Artillery supnort for the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines

. during Operstion UTAK MESA was provided by "B" Rattery, 1/40 Artillery,

"E" Battery, 2d Battalion, 12tk Marires, and Army 175 guns firing from
Vandesrift Combat Base.

(2)(s) Nature of targets fired included: enemy contact,
active enemy mortars, bunker complexes; blocking fires, illumination,
H&I's and TOT's.

(3)(c) Artillery support during the entire Operation was
timely, accurate and effective.

(4)(c) Three enemy deaths were attributed to Artillery.

(5)(c) Total rounds expended were 945 HE, 35 WP, 26 ICM and
2 TIlumination.

‘16.(5) Communications and Flectronics

a, Ceneral, During the month of July, the Communications .lato:n
continued to provide radic, messageand wire service for the Batt~lion
rear in Juang Tri, Vandegrift Combat Base and in the field. During the
month, the Platoon completed al? the requirements for embarkation to
Okinawa and by the 31st was ready to depart, During Operation UTAH MESA,
from 2-6 July, some cipher difficulties existed betwsen the CP at FSB
Spark and the Army CP, This problem was overcome by switching antennas
and throush the rotation of PRG-77/KY-38's,

b, Wire,(s) Normal wire was used at QJuang Tri and Vandegrift Combat
Base from ti: lst to the 21lst when the system was partially broken down in
antilcization o2 the rede~loyment to Okinawa. On the 23th, the wire systems
at Vandegrift Combst Rase and Juang Tri were broksn down for Mount-Out to
Ckinawa, with one Lot-line being maintained to 3d Battalion, 9th iMarines!
switchboard.

III-1} T g
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- wmee Co - Radiod(s) From 147 July, normal radin communicztion was eme
ployed. Followinz the stand-down on the Tthy, radio traffic was limited
to Perimeter defense at Tandesrift Combat Dase and the Admin net from
Vandegrift Combat Base to uang “ri, ‘rroughout the month, the radis
section prepared all -ear “or Mount-Cut to Ukinawz.

de. .lessgge “entar.(c, The messace center processed 337 incoming
and 222 outroing radic messages during the month and 701 incoring and
15 outgoing teletype messapes, ilormal shackle deliveries were made to
units at Vandegrift Combat Lase & nd Juang Tri,

ITI-15 SESRET,
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- : b céyyle o/ O copies
g 24 Bat 9&‘5?&-
. Quang Tri Province

0107368 July 1969
VCBa9

Oporati?n Order 969 (Operaticn Wtah Mesa)

Ref1

? Mapst Sheets 6341 IV, 63h1 I, 6342 IX, 6342 III
.. (; Task Farcs Cuadachnal OPORD
¢) 3d MarDiv0 P2600.4D (Comm 30r)

Time Zone: N

Tack Organization

. 24 Battalion, 9th Marines Major Modjeski

B&S Company(-) L. Herley
HST detackmemt 3d Shore Party
ingineer Flatoon "G% Co. 3d ingineers

1% 11T '
UFY Company L%. Gangwer
g" Compamy Gapt, Wileon
eK® Company Capt. Satchleban
1. ﬂim%
Ss By Foaroes

(1) Elements of 2d NVA Hegiment are working alomg Route 926 coming out

of Laos (Annex B Crmditted) '
be Friendly Forces .

(1) Task Foree Quadssana) 1s working in the Khe Sanh rlatesu. 3d Bate
talion, Fth Marines conduotdiig cperation meribesst of the intended
aTea of opsration.

(2) Echo Batiery, 2d Battalion, 12th Marines will establish FSB Spark
ca §2 July 1969 (Annex C) '

(3) 1st MAW provide trocp 1ift, preassanlt coversge and fixed wing
duxing Lift. (Annex D)

Qe Attn%h ad E!&h‘

(1) EST team attached to each rifle company.

(2) Engineer team attached to each company.

(3) 15 ITT remaina with Cr.

Z. Hissien. 24 Battalion, 9th Marines on 02 July oomdust heliborne assault inmto
L2 Spark, secure and reactivate PSB Spark e conduct searchend deairoy opsratien
ip assigned area to kill, capture or destroy the enamy, his supplies and equigment.
L -viiey el
Tal A
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3.

Execation

lo

be

£

Concept of Opersilon. Annex E (operatiom overky)

(1) Primry comsepte 2d Battilion, 9th Marines ccaduct a helo-assault
at 07X, 02 July into FSB/IZ Spark area, secure
the LZ with ocne Compeny and recaining companies .
folliow in Grace.

Company "i¥ - , o )

(1) Hemaln at VCB under the 07CCH of Task Force Hotel and assume the
Bald fagle/Sparrow Lawk duty.

Company *F*

(1) cmtmoabcmohﬂmtrnaorm'&',mumamm
direction to the north side of Routs 926, turm mtandnoupmllcl
to 926.

Com RO
(1) conduct helobomme lift in trace of Company “E", move in a southerly
directioh to the south side of Route 926, turn in an easterly dire

sction moving narsllal to Route 926.
(2) Company "F* will be on the left fleank for mutual support.

Company "E* (Rein)

(1) 2% leBour 0207388 July 69 owuduct heliborne sssault into Li .mui_

at (XD 87K237).
{2) 3eize, secure and defend LZ Syark for remaindar of the Battalion.
(3) Upon the complestion of the helolift, asserid the establistmemt of '
FSB Spark, employ mine sweep tesm to clear mines and booky traps.
(4) REstablish defenas of F3B Spark.
(5) Prepare 1Z to receive artillery Recoansissnce and heavy oqupunt.
(8) Conduot security/mmbush patrols in apsighed area.

13 Company(=)

{1) Cosmand Group A helolift into LZ Spark after Company “H®.

(2) Comsad Group B helolift into LI Spark after Company 0%,

(3) 1 sdotion of blmm atcached to Companmy "H" for imitial assault.

(L) B8lmm “latoon(-) upon returning to VCB will be helolifted out admin-
iatratively-

(5) 106mm platoon remain on Convoy security.

(6) &S Company(~) follow in trace of Compmy “O%,
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§+ Soordinating Insirustions
EIJ Amex D {opsration everlxy)
2) Effective time af ;mm 82 July.
- (3} DeDay 02 July 1969
~{h) l-Monr 6730 02 July 1969,
he Adninistration and logiwtics. Adnin order 3-6%
5. Command and ommwawmm
s Cmwmand Post |
(1) Alphs Comend Oroup lands. in. trace ¢f Compmy "E”.

_g) Bravo Comand Srvep lands i trasce of Company “G¥.
{3) Subordinate walta repcrt CP locaticds ss changes accar.

b cﬁ-—%ﬁ | |
(1) All resapply to be contrclled om the HST Frequenay.
(2) Every FAC teas will carry Sirobe lights and 2 air panels.

(3) Caryy @ 10 day npply B-386's.

(3) Bash oom:and group will have a PRC-T? dial with KI-38 capability.

(5) Zetablish a Comuand net oapability with V(B,
Cs !!& tl’ointa

8623
8i~26
(3) Doys Nenes u-27
-39
i5) Cate 23-3%
sckmowledge Zeceipt
R. MODJESKT
Hajer U3ING
Annexen _
Task orgenization-amitied
4Ab) Intsliigence~cmitted
Art{llery
d; Alr
0 pperntion overlay
Distributiont A
Ofgicial

P. G. CCLLINS ‘
Exsgutive 0fficer SRR,
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Annex ¢ (Artillary) to OPORD =89
.1' SITIA

‘& Inemy Forcess Anmnex B amitted
be Friemily Farces. Annex A amitted

c. Attachments and Detaciments. Nons

2. Ylssioa. "d Battalicm, 12th Harines provides direst smppert to 24 Battalion,
ofs :

3_. Buagution ‘
2. Conoepte Ses Annex D

b Cosrdinating Instructions - o |

(1) For oenbact targets oo close to frisndly iines for initiel attack
by artillery, block the most likely escape ronts with a heavy velume of
fire and them sdjust the fire for effect through the enemy .csitioa to
a safe distance from friendlies, )

{2) Initigl grids should be no closer than 600 metera to friemdliss des
to known map flnstustions in the aras. .

(3) BaI's should be oletted arcund positions ne closer than 1500 matsms.
(L) Minimom safe disteusos for IGM {(firesracker) fram trocps in the open
is 600 weters.

(S) Hight defensive firea should be brought in mo alcser than 60C meters
from limes. I a batStery other than the ome which fired im the night
defensive fire has to be used, 600 meters ia conxidered the minimum safe
distance Lfor the new hattery fire.

(6) BLI's and TOT's should be suimitted My 1800H at the latest each day
to insure that they fired during the night. '

be Administratlon and logistics. WA |
5. Coumand and Communiogtisng-Electremics, See Aomex F (Gosamnication-Llacironics)
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Annex D (Air Cperations) to OPORD 9-69

Ref: ga) Mapst (1) Huong Hoa 6341 IIT

(2) Ha Shi P4 Mu 6341 IV
(3) Thon Do Kinh 6342 II
(4) a Moi 6342 I

Time Zone: M

1.

. 2a

¥

B

[+ 1

SITUATION

Ensmy Forces. Annex B cmitted
Friendly Fordss

(1) 7tk Afr Force conduet offensive air operations and aeriel observer
reconnaisance as requested by Task Force Cuadasanal.

(2) lst MAW to provide fixed wing, hslicepter and aerial observn- P
port comuencing on D-Day.

Attaetnen'@i and Detaclments

_ \1) 3d Shore Pn'ty Battalion has provided sagh ocompany with two heli=-

copter support men (& total of 8 personnel).

Mission. 24 Bnt’u.linn, ¢th Marines (Redn) is to conduct an offensive heli~

berne opsration intoc the Utab Mesa area of opersaticas on D-Day to kill, capture
or destroy the enemy, his supplies and equipment.

3.

EXECUTION

as Avallable Air Support. Te be requested /IA Task Poree Quadacanal.

(1) Medevac, Two helicopters on 15 minute alert stationed at Juang Tri
Alr Base.

(2) Aerisl Gbservers/Tactieal Air Comtrollers Airborne. Two aiversft
O STATION TRROUGHUUT the nours of dayligot. One aircraft on 15 min-
ute alert stationed at Quang Tri Alr Base.

(3) ¢ rfreplanned TR's available on request to HQ. Task Forge Quad-
by C7hSHE dally. Bmergencles anytime.

(k) TA-i. Cne airerafi em station throughout the daylight hours for
high speed reconnaisance mlssions over Lxzoas.

(5) CAS Aircraft, on csll. Available on slert at Dablang, Chu Lai.
Exsect 30 to b5 :EEE: delsy from request time. Div.rt (scrmbled)
Cas aireraft will also be available.

SEonRT
Dlef 2
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(6) Flare rlane. On call at any hour of darkness fro troops in con

tagt or pight medevao. Bxpsct 30 % 45 minute delay. :
) (7 s Gunsbip. On eall fer troops in gontact. Expeot 30 to ib
.. _pinute delay. ‘
2

(8) Command and Control helicopters. Availsbls oaly em a basis of reqw
ustﬁi 2 hours iR advance. '

{9) BE-IE Cunsbips. Availsble on request.

(10) Troop Tr rt. CHei6 helicopters aveilable om request by 12008
the preaoodh%%.

(11) Troop % ﬂn]icogter supports OComtrolled by Task Force (uad=
'lc‘n‘l, prﬂ t W. v ‘

(12) Re-action alrsrafs or forces.

(a) Bald Eagls halo-resstion force om cme hour alert with & Sparrow
Hawk platoon on a 30 minute stand-by.

(b) Coordinating Instructions

(1) Air Support Priorities

{a) Units in contact/emergency medevac.
(b) Normal operatiens/routine medsvacs.
(c) HelO-11fta, convoys and motor marches.

(e¢) rre-planned Strikss

(1) Request typs of ordance required.

(2) Preplanned fixed wing requeste for the following dsy should
thlttedtothioﬂupriortonjaﬂmly. '

(3) Heliborne assanlts will normally be precesded by a minimum
of two hours of fixed wing prep (6 flights).

{4)A minizum of two flights of fixed wing will escort 1ifts.

(d) Request ~rocedures

{1) en call fixed wing will be requested oither through Asrial
Obssrver on station or this Headquarters. . :

p2o6f3 SRR
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(2) Lelicoyter support requests should be sulmitted utilizing the
following gulde llnss:

(a) CH=§if6 by 120(H the vreceeding day.

(b} =53/47 36 hours in edvance.

(¢/) ci=Sh 48 hours in adv.nce.’

(a) 21,p0 Suport by 120CH the precesdiag day.

(3) Seleoted following the criteria outlined in reference (a).
Confimation of final joncs selected will be affected jointly by
ground and avisliion representatives.

(#) A1l helico .ter assaults to snsscure .ones will be preceeded by
a datailed brief attended by concerned ground unit couns:ders/repre=
sentatives of the partiocipating air units (ii.pe Units).

() air Traffiec control persomnel will atismptto route traffic VIA a
route that will minimize artillery chack fires. All units are reminded
that orgenic fires (Jlam end 60om) must be alossly monitored to avoid
haganrds to operating airer:ft.

(g) ALl heliooptewiresupply and medevass Lits will be policed and cone
tzolled. Effort should be made to mark structaores snd obstacles that
ars hasardous to aireraft.

(h) wWhem requestimg helicopter troepa nn- (assault or admin) use
the farmat outlined in reference (a).

{3) Usits will insure that friendly positions are clearly marked with
saoke and/or oenels, vhen requasted to do go. Umite with lost commum~
ications and an insecurs Li will mark with ysliow smoke and & red smoke
throwa in the direstion of enexy couteot.

(3) Adr Schedules. To be published se.arately by Prag-Orders, s re=
quiroa

(k) Reports. All fized wing aireraft comurolled by 24 Battalion, 9th
Karines will be rsported to 9th Marines. Information to lnclude controler,
type of alrcrafi, target and ADd.

DJof 3
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