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COMMAND DIARY ,
-1 Apr3) through 30 &pril 1065

'Part T - Organizational Data Sheet

Part TT - Narrative Summary and Chronological »

Sequence of Events.

Part IIT - Supporting Documents .
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. ORGANIZATTONAL DATA SHFET

®

1. IRgggrtigg Unife 34 Battalion, 9th Marines.
2, Period Covered. 1 April through.30 dpril 1965.

.‘.3. Commandlng Officer, 34 Baitaljgn, 9th Mﬂ!ﬂn g, - Lt. Col. C. E. MC PARTLIN ‘

L, Command Fost, Initially om Hill 327 (Coordlnates 978743) and on 8 April

1965 to Danang Alrfield (Coordlnates 9987&?)
. 5. Sugordinnie Units '

H&S Co (=) (Rein) . 0 Capt.
.Co "I® (Roin) . ' ' ; S L . Capt.
Co “K" (Rein) o ' . Capte
Co "L¥ (Rein) N - o o Capte
Co "M (Rein) o IR 1/ %
3d F1t (Rein); Co C, 3rd AT Bn. (OPCON ONLY) B 1/1t.
3d P1t (Rein), Co B, 3d Tk Bn (OPCON ONLY) . 1/Lt.

. _ | §. Command SL f*c,nre

9TH MEB

3D MAR REGT.

3D BN, 9TH MAR
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NARRAT_IVE SUMMARY
;1T

1. Misslon Asgigred. Initially, BLY 3/9 was assigned the mission of
-oceupying and defcnding the dominating terrain immediately West cf Danang .
~Airfield (Hills 327 and 268) and to provide security for the Brigade -

Engincer Group deployed in assigned zone and the LAAM Battery deployed on

3
e

i

._‘5

Movemer;s Médeiﬁﬂ

i and 8 Apnl 1965 Departect hllls _J”? and 268 and” moved to Danang Airfield
. (Proper) ~ ) ' A . SO

- Hills 327 and 268. Subsequently, on 7 and 8 April 1965, moved to and
vul,establlsh defense around Danang uirfleld (Proper). . ,

zegglse Particlpat on. - Onlv local quick react1on exercises conducted.

Traiging Conducted Fralning conducted durlng the perlod 1 through 30
Lpril paralleled, as nearly as possible, the mission of the battalion,

{;Trainlng conslsted of the follow1rg, S N R PP

fh;:fHeli~opto Operations e V'Jﬁfﬂ:;;‘

‘G

‘Conduct ¢ Reconnaissance and Combat Patrols I
‘Construction of Obstacles and Barriers ’
» Offensive Tacties: R .

- 'Jungle Warfare . . ST SO [ h .
“Guerrill: Warfare ! AR e ' . '
1*Coanner~0uorr111a Warfare. - .-

© NECD : T

-Scouting and Patrolling o N

Civil Disturbances and Riot Control

. Night Operations :
'Spectlallzed trainlng was conduc‘t.ed where appropriate. .

gz;:a;n and Westher. - Effects of terrain and weather upon tra:ming during
the period 1 through 8 April 1965 were as previously stated in Command Diary

ot for March, 1965. There has been no adverse offect of terrain and waather on
"%} tralning during the period 9—q0 April 1965. . '

ummazx of I‘n§§ dgg;ng the Peglod =30 p;il 12 5

©1-6 April 1965. Reporting period commenced with. battahon occupy:.ng
defensive positions on Hills 327 and 268, During this period, there

it ‘ﬁ-were soveral sitings of unidentified movement resulting in friendly

‘:small arms fire but there wers no confirmed enemy casuslties. |
" Unidentified personnel did not return fire. Extensive patrolling

S of assigned TAOR and NorthWest TAOR continued with. negative contact

. although valusble information in resards to tralls, water, ete. was

obtained. On 6 April, General Waters,. Commander of U.S. Army Forces,
Pacific, observed battalion positions. :

AA’--Z- ._Enclosdrev(l)'
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7 April 1965. At‘OBOoﬁf*- ELT 3/9 by BLT 1/3 commenced with
Companies “B and “C¥, BLT ”’3 rCJlev1ng Companies “I¥ and "M"

BLT 3/9 There was no contc ¢ during thls period. - (:)

§_£g$*; _5 4vchanﬂ~ of positlors betwoen BLT 1/3 and BLT 3/9
‘was compicted at 0811)wd with BLT 3/9 assuning control of defenses

Danarg Airfield and BLY 1/3 assuming control of Hills 327 and 268,

" There was no”contact . uurlng this period.

9=17_Apri) ]965.‘ Period commenced with battalion concentrating upon
improvement of defenses sround Danang Airfield (Froper). The largest

.. problem has beer explosion of mines in Company “M* area by dogs

S o sing minefieids. On 11 &pril, one (1) Marine was slightly

injured by shrapnel from one of these mines. Another problem was

‘..., the firing of small arms by popular forces, VN.into battalion

. opositions: Altough considered to be aceidental, these incidents
..., Were reported
.. aceidental disshearge of a Nw ¢2le Pistol resulted in the wounding

9th MEB and action was taken. On 12 April, the

" of one 11) man frcm Company "¥¥. This man was treated at the BAS

and eovacvated. At lust report, his condition was listed as satis-
factory. At 13G200H, RLT 3 assumed operaticnal control of BLT 3/9.

~ On 18 April, Senater Dodd, Commocticut, visited the.Battalion CF and

talkid wiur several pe;sonnc’ from the State of Comnecticut. During

- this perisd, thaining was conducted by units of the battalion.

szﬁnlng snsisted of a firex by the 8lrm mortar platoon at -the Hoa

Cen T ra,‘;ag Center and training by rifle companies in subjects

thet closcly parallel the battalion mission. Also, emphasis placed upon
of fensive “actics. BLT 3/9 Operation Order 18<65, Defense of Danang
Adiriield, issued during this period. Although much firing was

reperted outside the Battalion zome, there was ho. contact made by

units of uhlS battalion. :

[8-39 Aprll 1965. ‘During this period, the battalion ramalned in

.. the same defensive posture. There were several sitings of uniden-
- tified activity durlng this period which were considered of 1ittle
_or no significance. &t 180850H, the Air Force Ammunition Dump

exploded. Upon investigation it was discovered.that a bomb had fallen
from a VN truck and had exploded upon contact. i portion of the Napalm .
dump 1gn1ted and exploded. There wers no USMC casualiies. During

" this perisd, there were numerous mines detonated:on the South end

_..of the erfield. These detonations wers due to dogs crossing

., minefields. On 21 April 1965, battalion was given permission to

" conduct recennaissance patrols outside ‘protective wire. These
., patrols have resulted in négative contact and very little data has
. “been obtained. On 23 April 1965, ‘a Commanding Generals Inspection
... was conducted. " On 28 April 1965, General Greene, CMC, visited

.. facilities at Danang Airfield.  During this’ period, training

”"consisted of those subgects relative to the m1551on of the battalion.

"There has been no contact. e e

e Yo el
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- ‘a. Poricd commenced at 010001H buril 1355, Journals closed at 1800

17'

. - -
» . - -

‘daily until 12 Apr11 1965 when dirocted by RLT 3 to close journals
at 1707 ¢ i1y ani submﬂt unit ropots accordingly. Chronological
seqleNue w131 pairallel .losing time of Journals.

_ Q.lﬁQQE.:.Q3l§QQ§_ﬂE££Lo’

- the area North of Col de Dai La received small arus

© e m e ——— i 1+ e s e s 4 s wmemsoimne o s

e
LA

‘SHQQS“ Q, I'*OQH Apzj Lo

‘The battalion coniinues to occupy defensive

- positions and eonduct patrols within assigned

TAOR: ' Ip =ddition, BLT 3/9 has a platoon size
patrol operating in the area North of Col de Dai
La. Another patrol of the same size will relieve
. the present patrol at 021045H. BLT 3/9 received

. 9th M¢B Frag) 10-55 which pertains to change of

‘positions between BLT 3/9 and BLT 1/3. A tour of
ALT 3/9 positions was conducted by Colonel Greene,

-j Assictant Jwl. COMUSMACV, Thars has been negative

Q118008 = 0215008 Aprdl.

- enemy contact (urlrv this pariod.

i and control its TACR,
i continuess - During- this

Bu; 3/9 continues to dea
w\lfmc.ve vatrolling of Ti
wavled, thera were OCC&':JUQ&I trip flares set off

f and possible sightings ¢ unidentified personnels

Small arms Iire was de’]wcred at some of the sightings
;with negative results. The platoon size patrol

;'\ operating North of Col de Dai La was relieved by

. another patrol of the same size. Thers has been

n¢ confirmed enemy contact during this perioed.

Nefense of and extensive patrolling of TAOR continues.
At approximately 1500H, a recon patrol operating in

. . fire from village vic coordinates 918787. There

r~1>_r_l~

" wers 1o, casualties. There were also reports of
'firing outside the TACR but firing was too far 2uay

to determine source. Three VN Marinee reported to

- oLT 2/9 to be utilized a2s liaison persomnel. The

ARVN {roops assigned to joint roadblock once again -

' left their assigned post and did not return. There

. has been no contact other than the one incldent

g preVlously mentioned.

Patro]s cont1nued with negative contact. During this
. period, the battalion suffered thres (3) non comhat.

:.casualties.‘ One (1) casualty suffered from.a

.. -sprained ankle while the remaining two (2) wers heat

casualties., 411 were evecuated but returned to duty

the. next day.

;h-  . Enclosure (1)
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Q41800H « 051800H April. Thembaflzf&al gend and patrol it's
assignnd TATR hare were two contacts with
unidertifiad gcrsonnel. This resulted in the ,
throwing of one hsud grenade and the firing of small -
arms with negative results. No other contacts '
durirg this period.

(518008 - Q61§QQE~AQELL. Deferc: and patrol of TAOR continues. Several
- Lo . . . unidentified movenwsnts within TAOR reported but
no pozitive contact was made. The battalion continues:
"to defwnd and patrel it's TAOR, '

061800H - 071800E Bpril. Dofert.: and patrol of TA%2 continuez. BLT 3/9
R o . . Frag Cxder 17;65 distritmted. This order relates to
counterattaci by BLT 3/9 and supports MEB Order 37E-65c
, un 0850, re1¢sf of BLT 3/% by BLT 1/3 commenced.
Companises “B¥ anc¢ ®CY, BLT 1/3, relieved Compan1es
TR erd UM, 3T 3/¢. Company “BY assumed mission
" as Eattalion Heserva, Reliel terminated at 1200 and
is scheduled to resume on 3 Acyil at 0800. There
. owen e gonvact. during t 54,00 o ~ . '

Qj1800H 0818QOH forile &0 wyveoximately 0812008, HLT 3/9 assumed control of

e AN the dofensss around Dananz Airfield \Proper) The
L , . Battalion Lommand Fost wzs repositioned at coordinates
P e ., . 998747, There has been negative contsct by units of

R Y ... .this battalion. 7The battalion has control of the

defenses around Danang #irfield (Proper).

- Q81800H =~ 09:800H April. Defens1Ve positions remain the same around Danang
C e sl oo, Alrfinnd (Proper) There has been no activity
S IRTTN NUCIU - ..~ .. during this period and the units of the battalion
' Lo L .. are concentrating upon improvement of existing
- " positions. 4 Battalion Staff Meeting was conducted
Y .~ "1to discuss 1mpr¢vements of the battalion defenqlve
T . ,p:)st.u”

- 091800H ~ 101800H April. 5he b;ttalion remains in the same defensive posture
T e _and improvements continus to be made. At approx1natu¢v
..092315t three (3) small arms rounds were fired in“o
" the 2ir to gain the attention of a Major Morgan, USIE,
o who failed to heed challange of a sentry located on
i e emw .- .. road 300 meters North of main gate. At 101220H, a .
Do e aaes 0000 VN male threw one (1) 5 gallon can and two (2) boas
o aussso. e, under the wire obstacle in front of Company ¥IF. e

. escaped and upon investigation the can and boxes were
. found to be empty. There has been negative contact
 during this period and the battalion maintains

control of the. defenses around Danang Alrfield (Proper)

!
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Q 800H S il. Sevezal 1nﬂlaent° occured during this period.

W crod oo o Company "M® apprehended one (1) VN.male who came
R v 't through a wire obstacle located in their area.
Individual was sent to G-2, 9th MEB, At

- approximately 102008H, a mine exploded in vieinit
of Company "M" position. slightly wouriding cne (1
Marine. - Marine was evacuated toBAS and returned

. to duty upon examination. Mine explosion was the

- .result of a dog crossing a minefield. Two (2)
.Pop tar Forces personnel fired three (3) rounds of
smail. arms into Company “MY positioh. There were
no cssualtiese The two (2) personnel were arrested

by VN authorities. BLT 3/9 Ceration Order (Defense
of Danang Airfield) was issued this date. The

' battalion maintains control of its assigned area.

- 111800H - 121800H April. There were no .changes in the tattalions posture during

this period. During the 2% hour pericd three (3)
mines were detonated in Tompany "M area by dogs.
Thoes were two (2) Tepirt «f small arms fire .-
beiny heard in Company “1' area. approximately 1500
meters to their front. 1here was an accidental
- discharge of a 45 pistol in Company WK" area' - :
resulting in one 53 Marine being seriously wounded.
The Marine 1s in satisfnctory condition and has . '
" ‘been evacuated to Collection and Clearing company,
' . :3d Med Battalion for treatment and further. transier
%o the Army Field Hospital, NHA Trqng. .There was

no contact durlng this perlod.

1218000 = 131700H April. :Perlod commenced with battallnn in seme positlon
Lo el e Company MY reported that approximately nine (9)
i “small arms rounds impacted into their positions.
_.‘9th MEB notified and ARVN troops investigated with
' negative results. At 130800H, BLT 3/9 came under .
“operaticnal control of 3d Marine Regiment. There
" was negative contact during thls period.

OH - 14 H April.” Battalion remains in same position. RLT 3, S-2;
: : reported possible compromise of password. ~Alternate
password put into effsct. Company “M* reported
- that rocks wore being thrown at .an LP and that a
small crowd had formed.  The crowd: dispersed-a ,
short time later with no further incidents. Company
* "M" reported that two (2) mines wore detonated in.
."»""‘thelr area by dogse The battalion continues to
~.“improve it's defensive posture. Negative contact
o durlng thls period. ' AL

T
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T e
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141700H - 15817008 April. /%E;;D'E% {)ns in the sama defensive posture.
: : . o ave 6 (2) mine detonated on the outer '
B perlndter by dogOQ’ There were no cestaltinse ' <:>
Y. ... - Senatvor Dodd, Senstor from the State of Connzecticut
‘ .0 - visited battalion srea during the day and talked to-
W o Marines from that ¢tate. There has been no contact
AR NI © 7 during this pericri.

LY L

Y 1512008 - 1617000 ipril. There were several incidents that occured during :
R .- v “this period none of whish were considered significent.
T T Two (2) winss were set off by dogs during this
ST ' " perisd. The 8lmm Mortar Flatocn conducted a Firex
at Fi1 Cam Training Center. 4 staff briefing was
conducted for Deputy Awnussac:r-U.h. Johnson this
date. The battalion cculinues to improve its defen-
" sive positions snd conduct training relative to
its mission. There has bsen mno contact during
'~ this period. - >

1617008 ~ 1717000 Apwil. Thews wara seversl sitim . "1ng ihis period none
SRR ' of wi’ch were cousidew.. .. be significant. The
T8y Forvio Platocn contlited e Firex at Hoa Can
" Training wnter. Ther= “:as beun no contact during
. this poriod and the ba%calion ~entinues to conduct
© . training rclatlve ot its missicn.

f}i}ZQOH ;118]ZQOH April.  The hattallon remains iv. the same defensive

positions. There was coe (1) mine dstonated in

' Company ®I¥ area which was resalt of a dog. Onu
(1) VN female was apprehended during this period.
SN ..  She was observed comivg through perimeter protective
Ll wire. Turned over to 9th MEB, At approvimately
fyloe e i, 7w 0850 an explesion occursd in the. vieinity of the dir
R . .. Forue Bowh Dump. Upon investigation, it was dis
Ty . N covered that a bomb ha« fallen from & truck and
cLie oo . exploded. A portien of . the Napalm Cump ignited and
T "0 exploded. It appsars that the explosion was not B
: - , the rzsult of sabotage vut was an accident. Therw
B . o .was no contact during this period. The. battalio-
' U ‘ .~ continues .to improve ite defensive posture.and '
‘Lconduct training.

L M n

H - OH Avril. The batt 1icn remains in the same de{ensive posture.

L e " Their were several incidents raported during this
Vgt s . . mt 7. period none of which were considered significant.

va e .+ . " One (1) mine was detonatzd by a dog. The Slmm

oo el 7 Mortar Platoon eonducted a Firsx at Hoa Cam Training .
77 47 Centar this date. In addition a platcon quick’

' reaction exercise was conducted at Hoa Cam Training
Center. There was no contact during this period and
the battalion continues to train in those areas
‘relative to battalion mission.

ST | - -7= | " Enclosure (1)
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1917008 = 201700H April, T

Ty

" Platoon.

cf 3¢ Battolion,

.

%””@MS il i
here were sever: 51t1nvs dur1”g this peried none

of which was considered significant. During this

pericd a Firex was conducted by .the 8%mm Hyrtar

Also, 2 quick reaction operational readiness

exersise was conducted by the battalion. There

was nc contact during this period and the battalion

",contlnues to 1mprnve its defensive _posture. .

o &mﬁ:.z 17008 April. :
‘ LT one (3

The bqttallon remains in the same defensive posture.
mine was detcnated in Compary MY arca by .

a dr3. " There were two (2) reperts of people gatherir
near the battalion position tut the crowds disperzsd
with o ineidents, At 211315, -the 1st Flatoon,
Compamny &, 34 Tark Batislion veturnsd to control of
3d Merines while Lhe 3d Ilatoon, Cempany “B®, 3d

Tanl Dattalion wde plased undex operational control
9th Marines. Quick reaction

" exereises comtimued at Hoa Cam Training Camp.

2217008 - 231700H foril,

Mo 1,

e T

© 211700 = 221700 April.

“defensive ¥

"~ Platoon Commander investigated.
“M® reported that a minc
" cheok point 6, possibly by VN persons throwing rvccks
. into the minefield. §
" persons approacheod the wire ncar. checi: point 8. On
' both occassions, personnsz
- rarea approximately 100 meters from the check poini.
"Later, they moved in the direction of highway 1.

- other training continues.
C duanv this perlow.

231700 - 24170CH Lpril..

- defersive posture.

' fled personnel outside protective wirs.
the men were in utilitiss and cme (1) in civilianattire
- armed with a rifle.

Recoived perinission this cdate to patrol outside
protactive wire. Thew: 'z Been no contact.

aced with hntialion occupying same
sture,: A was detonated in Compeny -

M¥ area by a dog. Although there were saveral

"ositings during tlis peiriod none were considered
" gignificant.

There was no contact durlng this pefAnq,

Battallon remaing in th, same defensive posturo, L O

- 222105H, Company “L¥ reported two (2) men 50-10C
» meters Bast of check point 19..

These men appearad
"Men moved away when

At 222120H, Corpoiy
detorated in viecinity or

to be observing positions.
Or two (2 occassions severa:
»1 returned t» a wooded

Bd'ua\tallon, 9th Marinas was inspected by the CG,

9th HEB this date. Quick rescticn exercise and
There waz no contaet

'Perloi commenced w1th bq+ta110n'occupy1ng same:

At 23175tH, Corpany “L" check
point 19 reported that they had recsived three (3}
roundg of emall arms fire. There were no casualities.

t 241336H, Company “M* reported three (3) unidenti-
Two (2) of

The rifle was pointed at troops
8- Enclosure (1) . o
N
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aleng the protective wire and the irdividuals
+aurtad, harrassed and laughed at them. Report (ﬂ\
5

. -was wade of this =nd there have been no further in?
I A o777 “incidents. Thers was no confirmed contact during
L e W this wricd. . ' =
© 2l1700H » 251700H April.- Battalion remainsd in same defensive posture during
e e this period. Although there were many sitings, nono
P “ 7 7 77 were considered to be of any value. Training contimu:r

iy

. ' withl omphasis upen offenzive teectics. There has
beer. no ccutact during tals psrieds

- 251700H « 261700H April. Battalion remains in same defsasive posture.
ST Many sitinze during thi: peried bu® none considered
to Lz significant. Arrvungements mads with LAAM
- Battalilon te preovide seaurity for a reconnaissance
“eloment to HaiiVan Pass. 33 Battalion, 9th Marines
Trag Order 19-65- disirituted. There was no eontact
during this perLUd. ‘ o

261700H « 271700H April. ’aiuu?ior remaing dn thw 2zxe defensive posture
Lo i C Autng. £ period. Ai*wugh there were several
ﬁsltings, none were conildered to be. significant.
- Security eliement for 41 Recoimaissance Farty
L departaed at 270770H and veturned at 271530H. There
TR mit i iwas ne contact b this clemert. Tralning contimics
7 and there was no contact by units of this battalice.

I3
st

Y

PO

2817OOH April . Battalion remzins in same defensive posture. Thors

' were several sitings reported but none were considc
“to bo significant. A visit to the battalion posgiiion
- <by Gener2l Greene, Commardant of the Marine Corpi;

“ was cancelled.s There was no contact by units of

- this battalion.

2817700H - 291700H April. - Battalion remain, in same defensive postures Theve
o IR © were seversl reports of emall arms fire and flares
" around Battalion zone bt thess were zonsidered
insignicant. At 291035%, 3d Marines cancelled
" liberty until further notice due to “srroist e
- activities in Daning. Colonel Wheeler visited the
- battazlion zrea and inspected positions. ELT 3/9
ordered by 2d Marines to have one (1) reinforced
rifle company on two (2) hour alert status for
“ helicopter operations. Received 3d Yarines Operation
. Plans 322R-65 and. BZZB—gs. ‘There was no c~ntacu
N durlng this, perlod. o : R

‘ R _9- -Eﬁclosui'e (1)
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291700H = 302400H April.
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Patta‘ion rors 1ns in same defensive posture, At
2a227H, Crewd 3 informed Fertilize thnt there was

an un\urflrnﬁd repart thal an enemy Regimenl was
moving into the Phu Loe area, coordinates 97¢785. It
was thought that th: enemy had various types of weapons
for arn =zttack on the Ailrfileld. Compsny Comrznders
were briefed but attack frlled to materializo.
Received Brigzade Order 007401.1 (Cormunications
Instruetions) and 3d Marines Operation Order 323-65
(Daferce Order). Third Battalion, 9th Marines
Operation Fians 18A-65 and 18B.£5 distributed.
Althevzh there were several si-ings during this perivsd
none w.re considered to he sigrificant. There was

no contact daring this y<~lod.

~10- Enclosure (1)
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SUFPORTING DOCTMENTS -

Part IIT '

(8.1 Journal for Period 010003E - 3024500H April 1965
S-2 Journal for Period 010001H - 302400H April 1965
.18-3 Journal for Period 010001E = 302400H pril 1965
zUnit Reports for period 311820H March - 30170011 sordl 1965

Limits and checkpoints of Patrol Rouies v1c1nit} of Danang Airfield ‘

BLT 3/9 Operation Order 15-6%

[ BLT 3/9 Operation Order 16-6%" :

7

Al

BLT 3/9 Frag0 17-65 )
BLT 3/9 Operation Order ;8- T/chenges 1 and 2
3/9 Frag Order 19-65

'13/9 Frag Order 20-65

3/9 Frag Order 20A-65
/9 Frag Order 18A-65
/9 Frag rder 18B.65
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