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34 Battalion, 9th Marines
3d Marine Division (Rein) FIF
ofo FPO, San Francisco, California

o

3/LCd/ele
005750
“ 1 August 1966
From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commanding Officer, 9th Marines

‘ Subj: Command Chronclogy
Refi (a) DivO 5750.1

1) Command Chwomnlogy =31 July %366
2} S=~2 Journal
3) 5-3 Journal
4$ Lesgsons Learned dtd 1 August 1966
5) Frag0 37-66
6§ Frag0O %8-66
T) Fragl 39-66
8) Frag0 40-66
9} Frag0 41-66
Q) FragQ 42-66
1) Frag0 43-66
2) Prag0 4466
3) Prag0 45-66
4) Fragld 46-66
15) Frag0 47-66
16; Frag0O 48-~66
Prog0 49-66

18) Prag0 50-66

19) Frag0 51-66

20) FragO 52-66

“ADDED. TAB-A: A/A Report, Operation MACON, 4-14 Jul 1966

1+ In accordance with reference (a) enclosures (1) throwgn (20)
are submitted.
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e Intelligence
(1) Situatfon:

(a) Enemy activity during the month of Juky was
highlighted by a general increase in enemy comntact and sightings.
On 4 July, contact was made with an estimated two  companies from
a main force battalion believed to.be operating in tht area. In
mid July a series of sightings of VO In grey and green uniforms
were noteds The Duc Duc District headguarters iocated (AT 8674T7)
was mortared on 15 July. Sniper and harrassing fire type incidents
wore prevalent with some enemy harrassment sccuring every day,
however, maning and booby trap activity has decreased significantly.
An unusuel anunber of ihtelligence reports were also recelved during
July. Heports from local gources gencrally indicated the proximity

of three batvalion sized units, one or more of which was reported
to be a Novth Vietnamese regular unit. Intelligence reports
continually irdicated an attenpt would be made to mortar USMO
units in and around the zn loa areca.

¥
4

(b) Recon sightings in the mountains to the south of
&n, Hoa were highlighted by an observed massing of approximately
300 VG, 11 kilometers southeast of in lloa (AT 986496). VC .
activity in the moutains continues at a roderate rate. The
majority of sightings being groups of 2 to 8 men waith packs and
Weapons.
¥

WEZ) EnE,_I.E_lI Losges

¢t RITE R
(a) Personnel s ,

S o (1) Ve xIa (sonp) 4o e .. :
M i,(z) VC KIA (PROB) weee 385 4 v o ., [r4
TRy 53) VG WIa (PROB) gmr=— 156 <, 3 =+ , Tx
T 4) VCS emmmmmmmmcmmes 61 0 fs oo
' Coee vee Dhamte A P el
PO DU . - P i e Yo
e e (b) Destrojyud Enemy Ma,turlal £y, - .
* : [ 4 ” - ! ' JRRUURL AP I It
P TR TR 213 Trgnchl;m. , \2918 meters, - ,
Sy ‘Govered trenchll,ne -T---e------ 300 meters. ir.

] ' P Lo
rEE Yy e ,.Sm_REI‘
..+ yEnclesure (1)

¥

-
—t

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

willinw

l
\r!‘!’..\
;
(

—~ — pi— IET Y T SonapreeTv v,

— o, 22N @_/-!-xz—"

~a

@ggﬂ rﬂﬁ?@?’f f@

(3) Tunneling =—-—-m=mm=-- 4400
(4) Bunkers —————m=—m———-— 1362
25) Pighting .loleg =-=-——— 596
6) Caves === -— 9
(7) Trecline —=e==m—mm—m—e= 200
(6) Structurcs” —mmmmmmm——-— 115
(9) Spider lioles =mw-—mm—- 11
(10) Man Traps ——=—-—e——mm———- 12
(c¢) Destroycd/Capturcd uipment:

(1) SBooby Traps me=mmemmm—em- 15
1

(2) IMines 1
1

1

5

(d) amno:

(1) 2-105MM Duds
Ezg 1-155MM Dud
%) 9-60MM Duds
(4) 2-82MM Duds
5) 2-81M7 Duds
6) 1-"0M1 Dud
7; 2_57MM Duds
1 Rifle Grenade
(9) 1 impo Dump (Destroyed)
(103 480rds 30cal,. Armo
Cannister C~4

(e) Equipment:

(1) 2-55gal. Drums of Kcroscne
(2) 1 Cartridge Balt

4) Medical Gear and Clothing
(5) 2 Gas llasks

(£) Weapons:
(1) 1-7.65MM German Pistol

&

feet

yards

Grenades

Canteen

Shoe Box Mine
Shotgun Shell Mine
AT Mine

M-16 Mines

é}% Assorted Packs and Documents

(2) 1=-.%8cals Smith and Wesson Pistol

3

HAY AOOITICN
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(3) 2 U,S. 1i-1 Rifles
{4) 1 K-50 MG.

¢o Praming: Triining during thrs perrod was directnd
Yoward maintaining a high degree of proficiency in corbat skills.
Spec1al traiming was conducted for all replacement personnel
prior to ass gnments To conpany units. Ref: 34 Battalion, 9th
Marines nsg 2309107 . .
s Cmeunicatlon/nlectronlcs= During the month of July, the
“comminicationg platoon nrovided comrmnications for operations
within the An Hoa TAOR. Supported joint USHC/ARVN operations by
providing radios and operators to support U.S. Arry advisors to
tié 2nd 3ettalion, Sist 4RV Regiuent. .

-+ Cloaz Combat:

1=3 July: During this period the %d Battalion, 9th iarines

engaged 1n search and clear operations designed to gain control

of an LOC Iror An .loa to the south bank of tane Song Thu Bon in
-GS (AT 92-5%).

Uperation Macon:

S/ 4 July: Phasc I of Operation Macon began at 041500H when Col"K"
conducting se~rch and clear operations in GS (AT 91-50) with
LVTP-5 leading the company was cmbushed in the vic (AT 914507),
two amtracs were drsabled by lirect niks from RPG-2. An AQ reported
sighting 250 300 armed VC in the vic of (AT 904512). Co."K" came
under heavy fire from 601 nmortars and mumerous small arms both .
automatic and sersutomatic, 1acluding a 50cal. MG, At about
1720 Co,."I'" approachad the battle area from the southwest to
support Co."<", Both conpanics had continuci contact with the
eneny during the naght of 4 July. On 5 July this command received
9th Marines Fragu (186 66) Airectiing ihe iaitialion of Operation
Macon. On 5 July Phase I of the operation continued with 3d Battalion,
9th Marines attacking with three conpanies abreagt from an LOD
generally formed 1long a iine descrived by coordinates (aT 903518)
(AT 907504), and (AT 910497) in a northeasterly direction.

Phage Il; Phasc II of Operation Macon commenced with the

insert.on of friendly blocking posibtions generally along the
railroad bed vo the south dnd efgt anu alorg the north bank of the

4 B iiosure (1)
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Song Thu Bon, and Song Ky Lame During thas phase 3d Battalilon,

9th Marines continued the attack in a northeasterly and casterly
direction until establishing contact with 1st Battalion, 3d

Marines at 1015154 in the vicinity of (4T 0005%5),. thus termination
of Phase II. Phase II was characterized by light contact with the
SYLETIY o

Phage I1Is Phase III of llncon was 1nitiated on 11 July and
cosisted of search.and destroy opersations in the vic of (GS

9852,9853,975359754 5965459554 and 9453) .

11 through 31 July: Operation racon hos continued as a search
and clear operation in the .rea of the proposed road from An
lioa operating base to the Song Thu Bon including providing the
gsecurity for Vietnamcse workman engaged in the construction of
the road.

f. Pire Support and Fire Support Coordination:

(1) During the month of July, Battery ¥, 2nd Battalion,
12th Marines, fired in excess of 150 nissions, approximately
one third of those wore in support of Recomnaissance OP, Artillery
killed 34 VC by body count and another 188 probable,

(2) On the night of 6 July, Battery F, expended 1500rds.
of ammnition in one continuous fire mission.

(3) Artillery was employed on one mission during July to
clear a suspected mine field, resulting in several secondary
exclosions. The unit being supported then moved through the area
without amy nine casualities.

(.

(4) The time necessary to process an. avereze a fire
nigsion was four ninutes which is not satisfactory. When control
extends beyond the battelion and the respective supporting
battories, the time necessary 1o process a mission increases
greatlys Therefore, it is highily desirable that control of
supporting arms rcomain with the lowest echelon of command possible,

2+ Medical and Dental Support:

1,

(1) The battalion aid station treated 93 casulities
during Operation Macon. There was no lack of material nceded
for medacal support and the functioning of the battalion aid
station was sati<factory.

. dnclosure (1)
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(2) Thore were 562 visits to the sick bay during July.
(537 Marines, 12 Navy, snd 3 Arny). Light duty was given to 27
persommel and no duty to 9, Thaere woere 19 patients admitted to
the ward. 28 nen were medically evacuated not as a result of
hostile sction

(%) The Med Cap progran for the month was curtailed due
So opcrational cormitnents of batialion aid personnel. However,
a tosal of 1,640 civilians were treated.

(24) Approximatelr 500 immunizations were given this nonth.
(5) The dental dotachment treated 249 Mariae patients
and performed 72% procedures. Duraing this same period, 30
Vietnamese worc treated for a tntal of 44 procedures, .
h, Chg wrin Sup zhs

(1) Divanc Servicess -

(a) Protestant:
s No. Services: 11
2¢ Tobal ittendance: 248

(b) Ca’ e
1. No. Servicus:e 9
2e Total attendance: 189

(2) Menorial Services: 4

(%) Civil uffa.rs: The Battalion Chaplain accompanied a ‘
Mike Co. civ'l affairs patrol in My Loc hamlet at 281700,

L 2

(4') Significart Bvents:

(a) 4 chapel and Chaplain's office has been provided
in oae ¢f ‘he new tropacal huts. -

&

(») The tactical situation now permits the, Chaplain
Fo resuame holding divine worship services in the field.

é Enclosure (1)
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i. Civil Affairs:

e nrg

ciED

(1) Public iiealth: Nedical treatment was given to 410
women, 277 men and 619 children. 65 Victnamese werce nedically
evacuated, Surgic-l and diagnostic cascsg were accopted by BAS
when referrcd by local nedical personncl.

(2)Public welfare: The following i1tems were dastributed
to refugees an? needy persons. 564 lbs. of food and several
hundred cans of unopened © rations, 275 1bs. of clothing, 902
bars of soap, 171 boxcs of candy and 2 textile kits,

(3) Food and Agriculture:

(a) The first Duc Duc District Farmers Seminar
sponscred by 3d Battalion, 9th Marines, was held 27 July.
Officials from Victnamese Ministry of igriculture, 29 C/A Co.,
and local officials attondcd this seminar. The farmers expressed
a degire to form a cooperative for the purchasc of fertilizer
and other nceded nmaterials.

(b) It was agreed that the second Duc Duc District
Parmers Seninar will be held 14 August 1966. During this seminar
a tecan will be prescnt to form the farmers 1nto a cooperative,
4 represcntative from National Agriculture Credit Organization
will be present to arrange credit for the cooperative,

(4) This command has provide security for civilian
construction workers involved in building about 8 kiloneters
of road from coord, (AT 888465 to 931524), the road will serve
as an MSR for civilian and military activity in the An Iloa area.

(5) Psychological Warfare:

(a) Primary Thenes:
1. Inevitability of VC defeat

2., USMC is in Vietnam to help GVN in its fight
against the VC.

(b) ricans of Disserminations

1. Land Brocdceast

2. islo=~Drops of 50,000 Leaflets

3, Manual Daistribution 330 Magazines
4« Motion Pictures

UCLASSIREy
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3a Badvalion, Pta Yarines
1 ;T”ED 3¢ Mamine Divisron {Rein) S
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s din c/o ¥RO, 3an Francisco, Californis
3/GEY fele
210061 -

4 Mugust 1966

Froas Commencing Officer
Te: Commending &&Ticer, Sth inrines

Subyg: Combat Operations After Acltion Report
Rel's (&) DIvO %0098 ’

(b) 3¢ Merare Division Fragld 408-66

(c) Joa Marine Fragl 189=65

- ‘k:‘-i*

Encls (1) Arcilicry

gzg Air

\5) Armox

(4) fngineers -
Yo Code Name: Opersation Macon, Sezrch and Destzay )
2. Ditos of Qp@rat*on. Q415008 suliy - 140800E July 1966,

L
Operation comtinues iy area oubtside of 3d Marine Division TAd.

%, Location: Queng Nem Provance (Duy Xuyen and Duc Duc Distwrict)

AN

A
4o Gormnanno 5_;_%‘,
3ot calaon, 95k Marines Magje GeH, CGRIMES
5. Tagk '}*wanlg.amaao
T T Lt. Mo GOWAN
(oL KT - Lt SPALEY
Couilin Coapte PILE
eI Cupte GOOPER
ampkanlan Howitzer Pl Capt. SCAFATI
GosBe \‘*‘} 3 Tie Ade Capia TG
35 Paites Cousl® 3% ImEe Ba. Lce WALLS
B Sipoorting Porcost (Sce encloswxes 1 througa £). .

e

et md i —— e,

el
L=
£ 6

sC L ...;; T F¢T] Vs 4
5, nens vorces esbimated %0 te in the ol cCulwe ares. prioT o

coaza.cencal of the opers biom gera vnc R Ry, \,,} and z,i G
L™ Jozvays wul e cadbines sorunsbn of 500 men, DLUS @n LINSLEITIIAG
e Co guex.ilos In caca of wac Ranlesse
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congrered 50 be within rersforcing Jistence of
LaT.om wene ns Veib Dy, Q,-v 1% Coorarys Q=15 LF
wed sorength of TO0

G 1}-)5 rf (;Of;}m ¥y witn a
nea, vias en Woaterayasd wmoern o 1oc

¢e Inenmy covrses of ectron were coneidered 1o be ac {oilowss

{1} Comdact small scale atiacks, anbushes and herrussing
action w wa wWp tC one batvalion pluz one company. angienied by
local guuriltas.

(2) Dafend s
augnented by Locad

(’) I’w Srokato sk
with an addiiiona]

(4) 1V 1‘,1':6. k)

crilless .

e =Love wasts within the obaecuve arca
lth and laree corpanles

or exfilzraie cut of the area of operation.

th *p Yo one hwattalion and one company ’

;5‘ -—-

,J

e
S
\J\
bat
w

prizty () ard (4). Large concentravions

ds The craty ersloyed
vice drang the 0perat~on { 200~300 E

. of emary versc orseived cml,v
men, 4 Juls), (200 aen on 7 Jvig)e Ou te Tuly anotlher est.mted
200 ercy TTOOTE vene o‘ascc‘rm mnastng in the mowntains scatheaat
of fn iloz o is~de of the ares of opuration. In ihe latter case
1t appeared thoet the enuny was in*endlug to move norta into the -
ONETR LG, ATE

caps
T
-

ca Pro T-Dey Jntu_ngoncu was tnely and wcurauea Reqaests
for aurial 1no%ogr mhy wore f:1ld O‘Cp\,dlulOU.SlJu Four deys)

f. The arza, particularly the hamlets, ¢ontained elaborsie
systens of trzaches and fighting holes, along with miscellanecus
tunnclse )

2. Terrain Anslyoiss -

. {4} Ceitical Terrain: The critical terrain in the are
of onuratlohs wese the individual harGets, the Ba Ren and Cay
hne V:um Toonly riverss
(2, Qoscrratzon and Fields of Fire: Observation in rice
paddy arcas wac gCode - Nidcrous hanluts and dense vegatatioa
rostr.cted chservation and redvced fielas of fire. Jigh grass; .
muibeney brsacs, corh and cane ficlds hampered obgervation in
she zren botween the Song Ra Rer and the Song Thu Bon/Song Ky Lams.

£y T
(3 Ccrer end Conccalrents: Cover and concealment was

ProvLoen LY TWCiELd, Broacies, caves, grass huts, hedgerows and
banpod fanccs in bae azmlecs. Dikes offered 1im sl cover aad .
concacinens In thr zice paldivs. Cenmeteries consiziing oF Lorge
moundo along tre Song Tma BOQ/Sonf* Ky Lem afforded good eover
and CC*’,‘.Cud.d..[ﬁCn.u..a

{4} Oostas cloes 2 '
2ivels. I'n*v nade obs%a e T
bazge oovads In NG CEmoveries provea To o
tralface
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5y avenuwog Or fparoach: Toe avenucs of zpproach were

covercd by T.re, w_tn pany of chen augmented with fighuing holes

.
n frenchese !

(A Telregpber Laading Zonos: Most of the rice paddies
in toe ar.a 1 opc-at-on were sultwnie for hel.copter landing
zones {p2 dles Lers A%V, axverer, the close proxarity vo hamlets
offero  SLo CoTuinucas pochariiomy o7 satner and/ox NELTLSEING

firee Rezr 2a075€5 .1 .18 vicamity of A 937535 ¢omtalazu anti
peliccmes™ prv.ts el weoedher cuth onrbed Ulrce

[ h] T - - R +
ne Ca T et Miter .. Wi SApANS L Documents:
— P T3 N e W BT M el Jme. w2 AR mwL NN T A v R AT B, S 4

.

.

(1) Geoarve e e Cap™ioca ratoriel aacluded, rafle
and aord guov_de. 10 %0t 17w, 5.0 —orhar vounds, various
LABITY TYDT OVLTOL T 8% L0065 .- DALY AN a C04AS) lexable agount
S omefccal g oep? le3e (OrALnnne s tueDo vere cesbro,ed) e

(2% Ter v Ves ooy Wos o7y weaigon *hut wes captarea
was Gne wado T ovizton

(3) Urpoored Dcomentst OF the maar documents that were
PEACVUTCE L 1O eveaLlin  atgt cag of Lolel.ate tactical values ALL

¥ oz
AOCULCvs Ve ¢ Torwardcd o wizner headguarters for further
evaliuallots

14
(1, Thae VO employed only harrassing vactlcs with the
‘on oF Jhe action with Co."K", on tae 4 July, and the
i

SRCED 1
wnefient

. .
Lnes and Dooby Traps: There was limibed use of
mires and oooly Lrepns  paZAOue tae entire opersialBe

Je 2ns-i.vzerco Goaneo fron Interogstion and FRall.oersg:
(i) 07 tre 24 persons aprrencnded duraing Operation /
Macons 39 veve folyuver.y wo ous e District deadguarters and
5 were fomwarded o 3a Ineerogacion Troonslation Teanm, Da Nang
loxr TuThcL AnoerogniLon. Meal d0 vhc ceprives velonged To sone

YO amg00187 100 (VO Farmors lzan,, Old ¥oris LoSha., etc,)a Tae
peogle 2lazmed thoy f1d o reliong oo tazse assoclationg by
cro.cn  bul wore Iorccd TO JCine WGLIS arsa was walor Lomilete
YO SumneTaon praor to the ogeriticon ard as Loag
r T aYT

t a8
L0% pernaacntly ocoupied oy OSNVC or goverament forces, the VO
e

C CZ Convrole
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5} ¥ Bl O oI Aporoach: The avenues of approach were
covered oy T.res w.tn pany of chen augmented wita figheing holes
an” teensl e . N

i

- -

(%) "eircopSer Lanning Zones: Most of ihe rice paddies
in toe ar.a ~F Jne-avton wenr gu.table for hel.lcopter landing
zoncs (A dlls .eco AxY, naerer, itie close prexarity WO hamlets

ffecc  ro Coruiautls vethatiiity o7 sAtper dnd/Ol hesrossing
- . P - - - IS

fire. Ror padties 1 ae vicinity of AT Q7535 contalazu &nti

helrcomes™ oo . 's onel vo_ethuer 1T Durosd iniree. .

.

1 8 e P - A
Lo Cartuces I™mhSap-al, Weapins on
ko - s -— = et

»
v e e e G e

o~
oerment gl
AL 4 L,
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() zpyeeey o T Captozed v otoriel included, rifle

and acrd gLoroic. . o YoMy, 6000 mcrhar rounds, various ‘

O caary Tyopo ov_Eaians ges g coas? lorable amount

- Ay
~ PR | = i ~ % ey B )
of med-cal gl wose Urtirane fueld3d eTe Cesuc,ed)e
;
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A
P

3
RN
c

5
&
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{2} 7 r ot VecuoaL: Yo ~1ir weaoon That wes caphurea
S R T Sy SEOTANY WE 00T Tuld es cap
Wa3 Ovie Wdda o 20 DPL3TC .
-

g: OF the manT cocuments that were
¢ rovealel alys zag of 1mmie.iave tactical value. 4ll
docal envg v.oo o Torwardud ¢ Lisner hesdgaerters for further

VO Macolics: {

oo

p
(Y, Tae VC employed only harrassing tactics with the

vxception o dhe action with Co."K". on tae 4 July, and the )
sacffentive mortaring of the battalion commend post on $2 Jdulye
During ta. rortar avtack, an estimatad 100rds. of small ‘@rms
were also Tircda . L

o (2, "Lnes aad Hooty Traps: There was limited use of
mres aad COOLY reps (RTIIRZIOUNE tae entire opersiaab.

Je Jiwciiicence Gawnea fror Intetogation and Relliersg:
3

aw'y

Li, 7 <he 24 persons apyrenended during Cperation /
9 1 3 e District Headquarters and
< Imeeregnoion Trensiation Tearms Da Nang

100e (VO Farman s aoane, Old Miris Assnia, &iCe). The
L0ng VO iLEse associrations by

i in. Wois ar:a was ondor complete
VO 4L Laation prior 6 Fthe ogercticn ard as 1oad as the area is
LoV purmanently occupield by USHD or government forces, the VO
FL1L 50040 rogaian s0ne ALaree oL controls
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(%) There was a reinforced VO battalioa in the zrea of
operation prior to and on L-Day.

(2) The VC will, when possible, withdraw/ext 11\’. rate
from an area rather than facc USMC units when they velieve the
vime and place is not to their advantage. Smull groups of
gueriilas will narrass USMC forces to allow tte VO the tine %0
exfiltrate.

(%) Taerc are still fortified arcas within the area of -
operation as weil as an undetermined number of guerirllase

(4) ¥air force VC units can and do reenter the area by
mfiltravion anytite USMC units are not physically in the area.

. 8o Mizsion: |

34 Bavtalion, 9tn Marines acts as novenent force in elirunavion
operation coaducter by 9th Marines to destroy enamy fosces and
influence 1n the objective aress

-~

9¢ Conccpt of Ororabion:

peration Macon was a threo phnase operation. Pnase I comnenced
at cbout 041520 July when Co.™"™ engagen enemg forces in GS (A4
9054}« Phase IT was initiated on 6 July with the insertica of
wwo battelions (~) as blocking forces, 3d Battdllon, 3d Marines
in tue foothiils wo the south (AT 937484-3T 003518). st Battalion,
33 Merines along the railroad bed on the ezst (BT 003518«AT 996545)9
and with elencnta of the st and 2nd Battalion, Sth Marines;
already in placce, forming blocking positions along the northern
‘ beak of the Sorg Thu Bon, 3d Batvalion, 9th Marines attackean
no"t‘easﬁ fron Snc LOD which gencrally followed a line-described -
by (AT 903518) ,{AT 507504), and (4T 910497), toward the railroad
a the cast. Phase II was terminated on order ab the time that
Jle“ents of 334 Davbalion, 9t Morines nade oon tact with st
Datioiioa, 34 Marines in the vicinity of (AT $95530).,Phase IIX
concastaed ol 3d Batuolion. 9th Marincs conducting deliberate
h and destroy operatzons fron eass %0 west through ihe
crating ares b2 the viciaity of that position of the proposed
= souta ol tne Song ;hu gon a&g is being continued

4 July = A% sbout 0415200 lea” clenents of o.M in wne

s ~ g PR -
vrernity cf (AT $14504) wore ocngagad by V¢ Lfowrees lrecassd v
’ - - £ ~ s g e, A - -
7985107, (4T 918503 anc {42 $0500). ¢
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hics fron whas wee first beiieved to be 2 5?Lm ecoiiass rifley

T oout loter loore” IO be an APG-2 resuliing in JSMC Ki.. and 2
USIID UIie Cool cesunct tho offensave, toking action to physically
Tarste tae erony, roguasting rartillery and zir siopord. Co."IY

L >
direcocd to rove I{ron iJ 88”“01 sousn to AT 892499 in order to

-,

AJCIOASH Uie pavile ares frow the nolthwest aad relieve pressure
on Co,'X". Coo"i havir., by this Sime received B KI.'S ond 15
WIL'S. Betwzen 170u anu 1730 Qo MIW congelidated positions in

the vicimrty ¥ {aT 900505 ~ AT GOS50%). An about 1800 an AO ‘
sighted 250-300 armed Vo in iz vicinzoy of (AT 904512) and
fivecved an slc strike wesuldang o S0 VO HIa (CONF) and 25 KIa
(PROB}a AT 4805 Co "L ceparted the fn dosa operating base [ox
5 position in the vicininy of (AT 924473%) in prejaration to
Ter oo batile arca oa order, Advor nark Co."K' directed
artilicry nissions on VO novear oub of tne battle arecs in the
‘ icimaty of (42 91.508) snd (U7 97 4491). Rouses of egross were
saturascd with rorsar anl artillery, and continoous r1llaranation
s providel bv srrevalt flares. Co.'":" vas retusned Vo0 operavicnal
cenmtool of wais tattalion wwecn thc bOFplCuLOﬂ cof Kelo-12ft o
the wn woe opecating vase av 2°CH an- assuned defense of the base.

SpeTaTLION continusd ag e-search and
10 aener; contoch through hae daye
0rnng of toay day VO ncvoing 1o the vicinities of

g " and YIM were engaged wita artillery and fixed wing
ccived Resiment~l Fragd {186-66) dirceting the

£ Cpcracion lacon,.

4

DR
D
ey

6 July = AL 0611001 Co."I", "M" and "L" crossed the 10D and
began an attack o the northeast. at-cbout 1115 Co."L™ in the
vicinity of (A" 920511) receivad appr OKLp&tCif 15rds, of 60MM
. mortTar and obs <,"'w,d 30 VC in the vicomity of (AT 927“»06), Co.ML"
directel rxitileocy firc, Target uOVC“ag good. 2 VC KIA(CONF),
90 VO EIA (PTOB), 2 VC WIs (PROB). 1900 Co."L" {aT 920512)
. ooscrved 35~50 VO 1n brhe vicimity of (4T 935%507), directea
artiliery miosion, estinated 15 VC KI. (PRCE) and 15 VO 'WIA (FROB),

7 July = tnird platoon of Co."I" at (AT 914525 cpserved 150~
200 VG 1n the vicinity of (uT 918528} . Ain artillery misaion of
oprosinately +500xds of 100MM aanc 17501, WP and IR wes fired,
1fuy prrceat cesualitics Was estinated. ”he-qvva “ag sear@héd
v firsy 1.-kt, tarcs bodies were d-
T Dlocay cloinirng and bloocy oanﬂages i@ 0 an ““LWUauxou
iy

- R FYR——— o ~ R - hey ol
trat the enacy cusweined 50 £TA's. Tz 3¢ Batialionm, Joh Marsincy

©h
aoswacd Operatlona; sontrol 0f & plavoon of tanks and a section
the ZO%//ﬁ

ol WTn=b's anc LVr~5's, contlaue $ae abvack witnia

LS4

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

[ -

< & , .‘ . l'

Cwfl Jaly = Phe 3d Battel.on, Cth Marirss continued to attack
a0 Yre 204 witn lighu encmy contocte Phasc IY of Operation Macon
was wermaated on crder av 1015150 aftor this batvalion had made
contact with tne st Battalion, 3d& Marines. st 1020154 chopped
OPCCN of Co,"K* ¢ 1st Battalion, 3d larines.

1i=t4 July = PhaseITX of Operctzor. Macon began on 171 July
with two compenics movirz east to vest in 204 conaucting

deliverate scerch and destroy opcratiions, conbtinuing the task

of xo’ucing VG eaxrthworks, At ahout 1202501 the 3albalion

Command Grous (47 978530) was %thc object of an ineffective

nertexr attack. G 4 July the Torward command group fisplaced

o An Joa operating base,; zad Companiecs "IM and "IV assamed

zones 0f action in thervic/mity of liverty road, south of the

Song Thw Bon. rhose IXI Operation Macon is continaing as a search
. and clesr opersTion in tae Liberty Roal area.

g« Fricnaly Casualities:
gﬁ? KTL mewamm 30
L2} WIA w—mmm= 81 (36 JADEVAC)
{3} Mo wmmmm O

0. mnery Casualitics:

(1) €14 (Coafirmed)mmew~ 130
(2) XI4 (Probadle) eewea %19 .
§3 VCO mmmmmemmmmm e
4} VCS wmwmmesmwccmanc~ 5§

‘ ¢s Weapons/Bquipment Captured:
¥ « Pistol Medical supplies
RPG~2
601 moxtay round
Documernios

Gas Mask
Uniforns, gray and greecn

550 Zset of vannel

&7 covered punkers
2 varldings ldentiried as VC hospivals
J Trencaes

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

a. Sivoom, Nesipoly o three forwarc companles ani the

Torwarl OF i w (o tleend® by nelicopter on a cally Dasis.
LOg™ 5T ¢ wuynaury o s aroveced feocnm TLoG oy fixed wing aimcralt

(T~ 123,10y ary 40 AL BCA 0B ACCOrALAce WiTn PTFYLousty cstablished
PO LTS

o Comrmzealin s
w e

x ww _x“ o~

«f IS 3,
t\'?) Comuricetsoas were excellent throughout. P‘RG/ZS

Tefine s ed o nadas coviact woth pilualion rear which
aonoTerad oo oot @x it e, Thas pract.ce retuced
nepEiionk Ty e 1o owooo Tty SR%0 7 rvoalo was avadeble Jor
pack v ov, woe Wilzzot oorl o anc

o (2, Be-ru 1on Com -0 T emap mtalized a LY I-C-t fron 8-
1T Jul¥e o) on AS 390 ULE e SNE was replacea ~hich cnnanced
BIT-fY L CI™ 2t L2aTIn via L.,

" .

(3Y »n 0 LAY 22 L Talence was exXperLencec during

a. Pie reecinen 1o the inihial enemy contact of 4 July was

ousaTancinT. Lng riton by ‘ict Jabbalion, 3¢ Merines ana 3a
Sabselica, Sa 2o .aca ves tiaci, ead effective 1n that the eaemy
50101 TErairch .. the IeTwgeT evsn, PerTicipaTtion by Zna 3attalion
Sigt AN aczinent wes recvested at noon on 6 1y and shortly

S ¥
unereaiter 1agy oceupled nleeting pesitiong on the scuth tying
e wta 34 Tatialion, Ad 'lur wes zia Co, MM 5'1 Battalion, 9th
Morines. -1l 120avion ab that tine ana place filled a sizeable
gap Ln e Cosf0de

koo

bs It is arcested trat a sizeable force broke througn vhe
T ~

- . N o~ N - -
sparsely crxdrned area aear (A’" 919%) on 6~7 July. It 1s likely
toed wae T, am sl groups, exfilirated to tne south where
off et wve Yioorirg %J Lwo commattes vas LLgossibles Seavy
ca 21 g k¢

rectn Faltiate 2rviulery end air minsim
CL380 Twi2Ldts casual:,uiﬁs W, il 21 the mounte i agssenmbl
Elede

el TI es rcr? mIiweren booe tUU L dunang thetr bresk
Y
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de V€ uwnits can ana wall inf:iteate back into areas recently

4

searched 2r” cleared. The VC continually harrass and snipe at
JSMC unavs fron previously clesred areas. It is evident that
unlass a ares 1s Physically occupied; the ¥C wall return or
come out of their hiding places to convinuc their harrassing
activities,

o Although the results of Operation Macon were largely
negativeythe 1mpact upon the VO can be considered damaging.

4. Recommendations:

as Division urits maintain continuous vpreparedness for
commibdnent as blocking forces in an arca winere sizeable VO
. elemerta have veen detectede.

b. Puture opirgcrons in a coraoned area mcludey to the
extent gossible, a ceantralized refugee collection point where
civiliana are directed by airborne Lroadcasis.

ce Occupation by ARVN or US forceg snould follow operavion
wo conduct pacaf 1patlon and stcho;og al varfare operations
a1l cnnance CVR coatrol of tae arcae.
P an
VA
/
yool A e i
‘ ‘W.Do AUBBARD
i By direction

(4]

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

LRTIDL ERY
1. Genervai: Avtillery support was provided by une 05MM
acwitner bautely reinforcel by two 155MM novitzers, locaxeu
at an Ioum Pwo Dauth‘GS of 105’s9 one batte“y of 155 (SP)

excellenf« There wes & minimun of delsgy in obtaining cleare
ansce or with getting dava ©o the guns, 431l raquests for
gupporting fires wers fi1lled with speed and accuracye.
Exrsting sapely of Class V in che LSA dump at An [oa was
suff101cac *o sugport the operation throughout. Even wvhen

Large volvmes of artillery were delavered an a short time,
as on tac 4vh ann 6th of July, %ae ammo level never became
CrivilCdas

!

2¢ [l ond I Fire: f ane I fires were pleannea each nignt
during ule Cperation. When possible 5 ana I's were fired
Srom one of the reiaforcing batteries to conserve the
armwation supply av 4An LOau A1l T and I fares were closely
coorfinaved wiva the movement of friendiy unitss

3‘0 OBECE}.J\'.{O 3¢

o Forwayd Qugervors: Forward cbservors genepallky
erformed In an excellent mammer; the most opporjune
t¢rgeus were engaged during Pnasc I of the operation.

s Mot Diseipline: Thers were several instances where
FO's cutl inic the mddle of a transmiss 3iron occuring in the
early stages of the operasion, it is atiributed to inexper-
ferica of new operators. Action taken by the PSCC precluded
repetrizon beyond the shard daye

Co fuzeog: Var*eﬁy of fuzes were stresscd fop fire missions.
Tuze delay; .n pariicular; wag employea wnen 1t was known
the enc&y was slelterce by srenches and forsilisabticas.

de Aerial Ohservation: Aerial ovservalion was emoloyed
to provilic surrveiiance of artillery nissions. On occasions
Tac AC could now obsirve as weli as the ground obsesvor,
Jda 6 oy, waen Co.iY en engaged a Ve comp/ny, t“he A was
raguested 0 consrol thc artiliery, T 1ough a farc ship was
oa stavics, thae ad coule not oascrve the target que to tne

heavy suc'se from artillery impact. On occrsions such as
6018, uOﬁﬁru beeT repained wlia tas g2rsanld OUscEVOoT.
However A0fg wore elfcotively coployed in coordinating
& 3trakes vogether wrlin arit.liiery. The use of the AC i
ritpolliig the gir gne arti“*e*f, Ltiowed the maxartns
cscrdination of arviilery ant sir sugport. Arvillery

- ‘
4 L4
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ceasot fire wacn alr was preparoc 1o rake ftheir sirikes
m“ reganer Tire wnon tno ulf surike was comoletet, The

Lol of COTTIgMicaTion bet N

cea r 0 s FSCCs car ond ground
obswforg caralced the effectavencss of the supporiing axrms.

a> On 9 July, the FS0C was spilt. There was a mobile '
th the forward command group. The PRC/9 used by the |
i

¢ 00, was «ra ioqaa:ea Reliekle communications were
011 shed oy & JRC/25 to all fire conbtrol units. The
o

w2
2
jo
i1

[ala)

50C “eceriey In nany ansiinces the only link of
51101‘ botween the Cosecvor and the FIC,.

. T-ns drohlens ocoured wioh g spiiv #SCC, obtaining
rarid ol exonco ard “mrocaate as"_“‘.gﬂr,rm >f copzerretion

TR BCss, Sl e was delayed for on cell fircs wecause

‘ tiaraes stavioras e clearing the raissionz. Due to the
nezrmess of Iriendly wni s, £rmal clergornce could not he
51ven by wa ¥uoe

O oo o
O w O

[}
B
E
J (.> ‘E

oy memin -
. t’gw.;a,.fbd VAR

- -
Se Bgcommen aniono
ot Can.

3. CCotarie emrlovtiend ¢f /O or tacticel air controler
grvborre £ov cocralasted alr-ars

cillery missions. Insure, as
possivle, tae comrmnication ehain {rom FIO, o
F8CC; acrial observor.

“e TG expedite clearance of missions, establish bomb
Lines w0 describe vhe avea vhere mootle FPSCC can grant
finel ciearance to supporting ficas,

¢. Wnes mobile FSCC 18 employed, FPIC assign a block of

concentrasion numbers for thelr use during the operation.
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Yo Cenrra) s Air svppert fow Operaotion Macon was proviced for
1

in Las foun of o s lie Aar Luncon OD71cor section. Ome
elﬂ:-e 1 vatt the furaard CP greun; toe second elaceat remained

Oaa ¥ovn T=ne nelocoptess wore on

sttt un ‘mtaee, O9NC - P30, tvo wone on stis.oa detwecen 1800-
7o 2V Leuiiie vere cnpi o d Zor metlicar evacwation, |
TESLOMLy a9 BACS oot 0poTaLAL 8.

2. Ax gmpport focv dperation Macom was, with ninor excepiions,

ootiws o7 recarsly by heliceptor enahled
oﬁv";u TUOOUr W oravel TighleT art Taster. Im rrinticular,
g Lvy revorly of dz2rol Lucss grovided meaximrm destruction
o~trtica L ns ant fl.Im.rre tie anowrt of explosives
CaATLIG VY baiE TIOOT Je

ool 0

3¢ (ourents Helicopter reguests fron wnits in the {iclde
Foero. 7 ~elicoptur reguesss ave seat by bavtilion sactical |
nen o tae radtio OperLTONS NAC 1N turn zobndt ot roousst
TO 1~ Axl Lecsea UFTucer secticm Doz actiors This sysven
ceccr il prod el £rTTIIEl 0Ty TEOULATS wivh a mimasru of
confu 10 Touiver  wen Ui L Lilaon Officer (Loewual)

13 1202 ube pasTawnn 1Lowend O, (orpany Commanters sont

therr helrcopte™ vogaets ©0 hin over the batbalion vactical
nev, e Lir 1Y e, wllicer forvard, ned no direct cormmnications
D 010 rear dus to the a~ufficient
ad1"%s LOMSVIRLNTLY, T.ie Alr Liacon OfTicor
% of o bcilocontor regquest, out of
nbcebb"uy haa vo use she oawial;on wactical net to contact
the re.z radio operators, who 1n turn suwbnmitted the Tequest
tC the Lir L.ason OXficer rear.

4o Heroruen’ationgs That rcgariiess of the establispnent ol

an a2 Loosdn O ficer forward unrt; Comnany (Joru.a.ndera

£ 1

coatznre 1o ~and tnoar ncu.f‘ap &r roauegts directly wo the
Tons over the poTtonicn sectical net., Thos systam vill
allov atc Tie acec 7 seaflug the rame nmesseges svite over
La. pattalion bact.ucel voax

o

c8 vl as ol.mfaaning onc link
s 9TCT RCliconier SerLvicee
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14 Cenerals

a. Ampnibious howitzers, tanks and ambracs were employed
by 33 Battalion, 9th Merines during Operation Macon. On 7
July, the armored vchicles joined the battalion after crossing
the Tha Bon Raver,

bs Vchicles werc distributed in the following mamner:

(1) Gun vaass, [lame tanks and [i-A'g were assignea
cirect aupport of rifie companies,

{(2) One gun tank, (The Company Commanders venicle)s
onc gun beak, eguipped with a dozer blade, an LVY C=1 and
M=5% recovery vchicle were in gancral supports and remained
with <Tnc bevtalion comman £roupss

2y Tactical Tpleyments

a. Guan tanks rangei sheso of Tootu troops, although in
atel arcas, close infantry support was provideds S0MM
were fired into suspected mined arcas, and the taaks
need ©o srhcach oenvry routes tnrough tangled treelineses
11 direct gupport cntoroed Lhe rifle company nhet and
lose coordination wes effcctively maintained,
ve Terrein was excellent for crmors Some difficulty
was experienced passing through thick treelines and lacge
grave mounds were avorten; soncwaav chlnnellzlng armor:
Only %wo 1acidents of tanks bosging down in paddies were
reporteds
c. During the poriod 12-14 July tonks, S-6's andé wne
VT Ct wire in generzl suppors. It was invended t0 employ
the heavy vang section as a guick reactioa unit to sapport
either rifle company had aa encounbter wilh a sizeable VO
caent occured,

iy
&
Pw
}‘.X

0 +H g g

TR RE
S oon
2]

®

3. Coordination A liason officer was assignzd to tae
battalior “CDiQﬂJ group. soploying a PRC/B radioy he

nsuarel ~oatiuots contach wish all taax units. Comounica.ion
and CoOATIOL was caaancea oy thals vechnigue,

L Prom_cr Arcass

a, Trangportation of supplies by Pw5's adaed oo the
armored venicies wilooud adqing O bacwvical

w“d
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B, Latrecs and Aaphabian howiszers were refueled by
sredeliversd drum fuel on 11 July. The H=bis and P=5's ,
were tnus delayed four hours while refusling took place.

. -

5. Reconmendationss:. -
a. Wion arnor units arc in support of an Infentry .
3atlall s coaT.rue o provide a l.ason officer with a
Tadlo toet will aet witn ArnoT ULITS.
b. when possiole estaplish logistic suppord arcas
from wh.ch tinciy refuelicg vehicles , ailr or surfacey
can pe &159;30&55 IO rendcavous with armoer un:ls.

[R¥]

en {3y
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IGINTERS
AN NS
t, Gonerels
A TLAN

as 31 Tlatoon,; Company "iu', 3d Ingineer Batvalion was
s tz~las dwvl st anto two veans, one assignea to support
Co iM" t.e ~eaac 1o sunpont oI,

Be o braoa’ Serm, uscoveTter or 31 Eygineer Dattalion,
equITPeT Pruuy TRy T140 D1oweng, DesSdMe cgulphente
rTOTECTLVE ID5oks wr” riot cravol cacnta; were in gmeral
support morusrclT tace opsraticrn,

e Do fullcain o VC fowii® cations were desvroyed by

' SUpPPCTTLi 2aZ . Pecy 5°

(1) 97 vunkers (&} 5 moters of tunael

(2} 47 figrtong holes (7Y 4 caves

(%) 9+ runjil traps ZS} % 90 rd, cdud

té? 4 cates {9) 2 green star

(5) 240 meters of tremcaline clusters signal
fiores

i. Enginecrs and tunnel tean were Cetached from 34
Bactalicn, 97h srines on 11 Julye.

L1oal drployment:

2. The sp
angineers sup
SToup ant wag
gxbensive T
eciel aroes

Os Dc SRR
anvaneins, o

eed of rovenmcnt denied full wtilization of
20rT. The tinnel team renzined with the conmand
deployed on call of the rifle corpany. NoO

L aezworks were ciscovered, although suspe
enortved and investigabted by the tunnel teams
T teans foliowet n the traces of cach
1Tlc comtany wita scouwrsty clements provided by
Ao rlLlO coupaay « Sunkers and Lf 1ahe marked by forward
cliedents were degtroyed by doroliticn teamse Rapad HOVeZant
reduced the effecbiveness of szux hpsa It is accepted that
many hiding places were bypazscc.

s
[&] ,_)
H o
Q
H i—‘

Tnat .an futurc operations, caginesr gupport be .aorce
ciosely 3;!10@ Wluh “aplstj'o~ the att
pe
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