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HEADQUARTERS 

~d Battalion. 9th Marknes 
3d Marine DJ.visJ.on (Rein) FMB' 

0/0 Fro, San FranoJ.sco, CahforIua 

3/LCJ/elc 
005150 

From: Com.rnanding Officer 
To: Comnanding Off1cer, 9th MarJ.nes 

Subj: Command Chronology 

Ref: (a) DivO 5750.1 

Enol: ... 1)·Comnand Chronology 1-31' August 1966 
2j S-2 Journal ' 
'3 S-3 Journal 
4 Lessons Learned dtd 1 September 1966 
5 Fr~ 53-66 
6 After Action Report (Swannee) 

4 September 1966 

1. In accordance with reference (a) enclosures (1) through (~) 
are submitted. 
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1. 'organiZation ~-Data::::' ,;: I" - ),:: '~, , ;~, - 2 ';~A-:",",~.t'~":,~ _~:.,; -,~\!; :;,,: 
.'_'i:- .r ';;~::,"'l' . ", \'~.:h ~,-:.".;.:;'-'~:~1'".-.:!."; _ 

a. Designation Location: 

. '-~:'~.~(~',~,~'~~ '~~,~:~'~~~!; :~~'~~;~;;~,J;~~~,. &,,~;~,~~~/~-,J;~~~;.c~~ ~;' :':~t'f> 
,<c., r.~,> (12):' ;1~3fi'~~s:~;'bo'~ptEiQ ~at~fi1)~ :'CP) ~'l1f'G~:it!1e5417:3)f{IiAn"Rb~Y;'~ 

, '. \'~i~!~4~~~*fl~~~~r1~'t~~%~;~~t~~:?!~~;~:~r\(ff~il 
c. CoIlllDB.hd!Lnt;O!'£ieer,' :st~t<Bhd ,Pi-inciPa1·~S'ubOrd1na't'es).~ ~',.~ ,"," . , 

, ~iL~:;~~~n~~~~~~~'~~~if~f~Eii~~~ 
(;) 5-3 - - ... -- • ------ G.E. YARBROUGH" captain 
, ' - -1-;1-August'19615 -. 

.- (4) ,,~2,.''''''", • . ... ~ .... ~-,;.~---~.;....;;.;...~~ 'C .S~T,UTT,,',2nd Lt~' 
',- 1-~''(August 1966' 

(5) 5-4 -'--.. ........ -------.-.......... -,----'T.H. FrrZPATRICK, 1st Lt. 
;,.' ,1, AUgust 1966 

-:w .. E:.'·:-KONRATH;,1st",Lt,. 
" '2~31 -Auguste ,1966'. ' ' 

~_----. -~------,..-.------------ H'.T'.',MACKIN, 1st Lt. 
, 1.10 August 1966 

(6) 5-1 

, H.L. TIEKING, 2nd Lt. 
"11-;1' August 1966 

(7), CO, Co. "III. ~--.-"---"~~--""--~T.A .. 'M:; GOWAN, "1st Lt. 
1-) August ,1966 _ 
G.D. NAVADEL, Captain 

. '" ,_ ' ,-'. :4-31, August .1966 
(a)' ~, ;c.o.",~IKu";--~-:-:-----:7-"~~f'" R~F. STALEY",c, 1st Lt. 
,>-' ., f.'" ~.', ".' '<.' ,', ,.-'; '1 .. 3~:August'.fI966 < 

I (9) co;' Co.' _-''1'L~ ~~--,-"';"'-':-"--:";:"-,~~.:- !!.u .. 'mE, Capta.in -
- ':: _ ~. L~, -. '::_- L.- __ _ .t ;' - ,] _ •. :- '--=1~31-A\~\rst_-~1966 : -i-

(10) CO, CO.<"M'" "::"-~,',-.. :,.~.;-.i.:-::;~-~;;'';';;;'~';;'';''''':-:'J~'G~'COoPER/Ca.ptain 
, _" ",_,," , ~ ,: ,.~,~,~ .. '- =:." ' '~''-~, s1;';-1~August', 1966 

- ,( 11t,cO', HliS c: o•· ~ ",' ;~~;..i-;,;;,~;'-·~K.LG <FORAN" 1 st Lt. ' 
~'''': z., ' , " ~' ' ,1~31'~Augus:t, J966, - , 

- "";.~ 

d.~ "A~era@ MOnthl;/-st~~h-! ' ,_~,:'.' -

USMC Officer ------- 29 
USMC Enlisted --~--'924 
USN 9f'ficer -----,- " 
USN Enlisted ~---- ,55' ....... ' . ....-..;;. T'sr r _ .. o:,~,., .... w, 

1 ,.,' 
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2. Sl.6l\ifics;nt Events: 
\ t I \ t 

a. brsonnel 

(1) Wounded in ~ctl.on -~--- 38 (~d.~~ •• ~) r JC':' • 
(2) Killed in Action _' _..-._ .. ~ -&:._ - ._-- • • Sn - -

1
3) Died or Wounds _______ 0 

4} Non Battle CasualitiesH __ M-:::"2i 
5) Non Battle Deaths --.--------- 0 __ ... _ .. *",, ___ .. __ ...... 9- __ .. 

b. Intelligehc~,: . h.- _______ --- .-__ 'c' ': . -.. --... _ ..... . ., 

4:l) ~ituatl.?n;' ~~~ _____ --- h _ • "-::_;- __ .,. _______ ." (1 ) 
.... ~- ~".' ~ 

V> ~ .,. .. 

1 {a} ,~€my ;acii~:'ty ~~_+s~t~s_~d~.w.._tJt~.·JIlon_tb of A~st 
• wer&" comparable. with J'Uly. -on AU8Ust 20 cQnt~ct wa;~ made with an 

estimated compan,v reJ.nforced $rom' a' 1Ila.lJ1 'force~ bat'tailiOll"-bel'ieved- -to -
,_ be oper~tang in -phe"area., Y.Il.n.l:l'l8 and booby trap ,activity has l;lncreased 
par't!ciarlr In' ~ibini ty~'5:r 'J¥i~'eftr;~lt~¢ __ ~_~:rJ;~s..;i,hg.;And~ srilpet~ f'ir'e > 

~as !increasatt-with an upsurge"bf-"aln'OUSll ad'tivl.t'y liCtlie'vfcinity of 
the Liberty Road. Accuracy at long ranges and percentage of hits, 
indioates a marked ifnprovement in marksmanship and use or ~9pe m,ounted 
rifles by va in this area!_Li~so~ yj~n Duo_Duc~District and~ARVN 
:f'oroes- has 1mproved and: is :f'airly reliable. Information :f'rom local 
intelligence souroes iiihcate the presence of two battallon size units 
in the TAOR. 

""I (b) During"the month" oF~;i-ih;;~-~as a com;lete persoeel 
change in the soout section. ~st Qt- the _soouts ~ new l.lt Vietnam. A 

'" --- V'i€or~ tr~ing scliedw.e was conducted .in Map Reading, Night Observation _ 
J)eviees, Scbuting,. Ph;ysical _Qcmqitioning .. ,ltad1o. -P.Peoedure and handling 
of captives. ' 

(0) During the tfrst pUt oi-A~;t the reconnaissance 
platoon attached to 3d "Battalion, 9th Marines was understrength and 
peouts were used to supplement this shorta&e. On 4 August a. rec~isaance 
team with two scouts made contact with approximately 65 'va and was 
extracted. One scout has been on OP Zulu,at .A..ll..i:imes to observ6 and 
call supporting fires if necessary. ' 

~ , 
(d) <During Operation Swannee the 59"oUts were used to _~ 

reoonnaissance rJ.v,er crossings, handle captives, and operate as pomt 
~d security :f'or' ;the forward co~d B-rOuP.' -,-

,,,::I ";1" .J.#'''"t 1- '" \ .. ;'J "'t -'\ ...-'_ ~ .... rJ~'" ,oJ. .. ,;" 
e) On 23 AugU.st the battalion scouts. reinforced by a rifie 

> s~ t~ 1irol: tQ, eu B¥-' (' 1 ) 9~953}) ap~!ng on , 
information from, ,a. 9- a: ~a.ve J where an'Ii_auerrillas hide. The 

-
.... ;~ til ~ ~ \.,;\.......... ,f! 

, , 

(1) 
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patrol found noth~ in the cave, but a bunker :in that vicinity 
yielded 5lbs. of C-3 and llb. of TNT. 

(f) The':reoonnaissanoe platoon attached to the battalion 
had n~ siBnifioant sigh t ings' during the month of August. There were 
fo~ emer.gen-cy mght extractlons made as 2£ result of the observation 
post bejDg co,mprondsed by w~Fdcutters. 

(2) !h~m:LLoe.!w -

(a) ~rsc;nnel: 

(1) ve KIA (CONF)---- 78 
(2) VC KIA (PROB)----- 48 
(3) ve s -------- 57 
(4) vee . --- 2 

(b) D~s~yed En~ Material: 

(1) Tunnel ------------~4-
(2) Bunkers ---------- 72 
(3) Caves ------- 3 
(4) st:t'l,l.ctures ---- 7 
(~) SPlder Holes ----- 39 

(c) Destroyed/Captured Equipment: 
... ..,.. .... -

( 1) .illcplosi va Devioes.. 7 Grenades 
(2) Mines ------------ 4 Chi Com Grenades 

5 M-26 Grenades 
1 Aircra.i't Bomb "250lb. Fragment.ation 
1 50 Cal. Round ' 
1 Shoe Box: Mine 
1 M-79 Round 
2 M-16 A1 Mines 

1 - M-14 
2 - Chi Com Carbines 
1 - Russian Rifle 
1 - M-1 
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d. ~1oa tiona/Electronic e: 

During the month of August, the communications platoon cont~ed 
to proV:lde communications support for operations wi. thin the An Roa TAOR. 
RAdio sets p~!Pte-25 were recei~ed, processed an? ~ssued to replace 
radio sets AN/PRC-6 and AN/PRC-10. Eight (8) PRC-10's were retained 
for use with 60mm mortars. All_other PRC-10' s ana all PRC-6' s were 
withdrawn and readied for turn-in. Use of PRC-25's has reduced the 
load on the techlnlcal shop as only 90 places of eqUipment were 
repaired this month, and has reduced the supply problem of batteries 
as only two types of batteries are in large demand, BA-386's and 
BA-30's. 

e. Close Combat: 

Operation Macon: 

Durlllg this period 3d Battalion, 9th Marines engaged in search 
and clear operations. Conducted local ambushes and-~stablished PFB's 
along Liberty Road and Bridge site and Wl.thin the companie.s respe­
otive TAOR' s, to gal.n control and to counter and-tniniRdze a.ny 
en~ actlvity along and in the vloinity of Liberty Road from An 
Roa to the southern bank of the Song Thu Bon GS (92=-53). 

PhaseID Operation Swalnnee: 

This battalion conducted Phase III of Opefatlon Swannee on 
20 August 1966. See enclosure (3). 

f. Fire Support -and Fire Support Coordination: 

.. (1) furing the month of August, Battery fit 2nd Battalion, -12th 
MarineS', fired 53 combat missions of whi.ch_ 11 missions were in 
support of the reconnaissance platoon. Three unobserved missions 
were fired based on' reliable intelligence information from Duc 
lXlc District Headquarters. Total casuali ties from artillery for 
month were 16 VC killed, confirmed by body count, and anot):l;er 
53 probable killed. 

(2) R and I fires varled from 10 to 15 targets per night with 
20-60 rounds per night depending on the availability of ammunition. 
The greatesjf percentage of the H and I' s were fired west of the 
Song Thu Bon in the vicinity of suspected VC assembly areas and 
supply routes. 

'g. Medl.cail and Dental SUpports 

( 1) Since the last report this ::Bat t;aJ.io:nn!inrst-aiI;ton-1tla1!J-e:x;pE~:t:r 
ienced' no lack of needed for l.U"" ...... ,,~ 
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-----....jt-3}~w:a...l~l~e approxl..I!lately 731 visits to sick baY this 
past moni-.h. 726 M-::-xines, 4 Na~TY and 1 Army. tight duty- was given 
to 120 personnel ,:ilid no duty to 12. There were 24 patients admitted. 
to the s~C'k bay wdXd. 33 men ,were medically evacuated not as the 
resnlti or' ~Of. 1;:l.1e a.:::t: Oll" • 

(3) TlJe MEld Ca'P p"t'Og"'.:'alIU A total of 1293 Vietnama se oi vilians 
were -;reate; at t11e ref"lt:;e3 vlllage and this l3attal::..on .ftid statJ.on • 

. (4-) Irrnmmhc.1t.ions ,.rere given 437 men this month. 

(5) S:mitahon in this area has remained poor. Rerer to reoent 
reports of sanitation inspectJ.ons to the Commanding Officer. 

(6) The dental detachment attaolied to the 3d Battahon, 9th 
~l.."les, durlllg incluDl.vc do.tss., 25 July 1966 to 25 AUgust 1966, 
has treated 210 Nr.u:ines patients and performed 453 procedures. 
Durin.::; t~e same p3riod 33 Vietnamese civilians were treated for 
a totnl of 43 ?~ocedures. Patient ettendance at t~e dentak clinio 
has de~reasa0 Qux~p~ +'he past month. 

h. Ch~lain Support: 

(1) Dl.v..!ne Servi~: 

(a) Prate stan t : 
1. No. Servl.ces: 

, 
18 

2. Total Attendanoe: 441 

(b) Catholic: " 
1. No. Services: ' " 5 : 
2. Total Attendance: 1"9 

. , 
b) Memorial Services: 3 

-

~ (3) q.ounseling: 

(9.) The BattaJ.ion Chaplain counseled an average of two 
J. -men per d~ during,the month ot",~t. 

, '''--(4) Significant Events. 

(a) The Battalion Chaplain partioipated in Phase III or 
Operation Swannee. 

(b) An office/hYing area has been provided at the ';ear 
of the chapel for the use of the Battalion Chaplain. 

SundS3". 
(0) ~~B~.Class was started at 2aAug~to oontinue eamh 

~ t @~@~~~~~~~~[ID 
___ 5 _ Enclo~tl1} 
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).. Oi vic' At'f'a.lrs: 

(1) Publ~c Health: The publlC health activltles oonducted 
this I!lonw" ~;:flved around the MEDcAP program. A total of 2270 
c1vl1ians~~~reated medlcally durlng the month. 

(2) Public Welfare: Publlc welfare activities included the 
distrJ.butiQn of 6'25 pound s of food and 485 pound s of clothing to 
people who'1would have otherwise done without these 1 terns, and 
gave material',~assistance to repa~r build:t.ngs in a refugee vil188e 
Which wa~ damkged by a VC mortar attack. 

! , , -

(3) Food;*and Agr~culture: The second Duc Due District 
Farmers Seminar, sponsored by 3d BattalJ.o~lt 9th Marines, was held 
on 15 August 1966, at which time the farmers decided to form 
farmers organizatlons at the hamlet and village level. 

(4) Public Safety: Operation Macon continued this month as 
a clear and hold operation along Liber~ Road desJ.gned to provide 
security for the c1vil1an as well as mllitary elements engaged in 
road construction and 18 contl.nu~~ to prov~de SpeClal secur1ty 
far civllian vehicles travelJ.ng on Ll.berty Road. 

(5) Civilian SUpply: 3d Battallou, 9th MarlneB assisted ln 
delivery of 100 bags of cement prov1ded by US.AID for repair of 
irrigation systems in villages adJacent to the An Hoa Industrial 
Complex. 

(6) El1ucation: Matena1s were proVlded for the rebu1lding 
of a. school in Mau COOun (2) Hamlet (AT 888414) which was destroyed 
by lbhe VC earlier this year. English language clas~es ha.ve been 
conducted t~o-tifues each week for approxioately 25 persons in 
the An Roa Industrial Complex. 

6 Enclosure (1) 
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3j 3attft.l~on, Sitn l"'...:..::rUlCS-

)d I"'3.::'il:le l)J.Vls:on C~eL'l) FhF 
C/O ?PO, 3ml Franclsco~ ~al~fornia 

From: CO~llik~QlUg_Of,ficer 
To: COnl..u"1ruldJ.1lg Offl.ccr, 9th ¥Ja.:ine;s 

~ ,SUoJ: Combat Oper~t~ons After Action Report 
~ , 

.def: Ill..vO 3100,,1B 
9th ¥~lnes Operatlon Order 

3/GSY/elc 
}100c 1 
25 Augu~t 1966 

Nap: Vietnam 1:50,000 se::'l.es L 7014 Sheet 6640IV 

ilicl ~ Ar"tlll cry 
Au' 
:i'Yl\;c,ll ~genc e 

T " 

, 

" < 

2. I,atE3 ::;'1 CiJ82'::,,:\,.O;i! 20060c - 2020JC.d. AUO"Ust 1966 

3 a Loca ti<?Eo! Q.uang Nam P:rOVlnc e, Due :;)Ie Dis-cric1; 

4. Command HQ: 
3d Bat~alion, 9th ~furL~es 

5~ l~sk Orgarllzation: 
JO.,HP' 
Co,IILft 
:::0@"l"111 
Co I,) qc H 

Co.' Elf 
Co 0 lt~.B H 

1/9 
( -) 
/ _\ 
\ , 

, 
\~"#,, 

.. \ \ i 
':J., '/l"r ~ __ ,.,-
j<.....t ..... - .... 00 -'i..~ .. 

-; a;\.., _<imtrac Bn6 

MaJ" MAC L lMl 

Capt .. NAV ADEL 
Capt" PYLE 
CE..p i;" COO.9"ER 
Lt" CO~r;ELL 
Capt" TlTNGaff 
Cap-c .. hE.?u."'.Ju.~ 

6 .. l'il."G1.on ~ l:>rovi<ic pnya1.ca,l .3ec,u::.::..t; r ':01: 2:'lQ -oI'O-:iCC-" 21e:f4e£l-LB 

ci CTF 116 Deto c0T.dac't..Lr.g nyCiroe;::.'a?~;.c s'Ll.rVey~ of the Sone ':!c..J. 
:aon~ 3..'1Q to ertsage aad a.G3troy c...:-:J G-<.er:':Y ;force cncou.n:'"c'.L'vG." 
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3d Bat"'Cal:LoT. was to provice secur~ty for the SUl"Ve"J party 

f~o~ -Lhe !;:J..~3~t'T '...cir1u ~'-~ ~ 4<-("0 t1-;..) f .... =t. ... st .... rlfr .. -J 0:: ""'f.:"'~t.r. c irJ. 
';-'Is- ,;:e," of (AT 836454~ and for return trip to Llberty BrlClge 
3l~e~ the concep~ was alt0xed prlor to execU""tlon of P~ase III 
so t~1at. tho oper:-.tion \voui_d ternna1.<e U'pon reach)'T€ the fw"Ch­
est ~jo'?!_n-:; of advd..'1ce. Four Tein":o:r-ced co;:ntla.."lWS we~e to p_c""(lvlde 
ttJ.8 S&CU::::'l:;;Y req~'..l..red for Phase II:. r::.tree cOr::pa.'1J..8S were to be 
-1.10rlfs t:.1'.8 w8et baJ1~{ of the Song 7~lU ..Don on tho ?e..r111Hli1..l1c. fs:.':~cd 
by ""Ghe Sor.g '..Lhu Bon and Song 'Iu Gl..a, two at-cdckJ..ng and secu..rinf; 
""tire rlver bank &..l'ld one ill re3erve~ Cne cOilif'J_Y was 00 secure the 
east ba.1k of the Song 7£-... ""L... Bon. AT, "CDG tiernU_i}_atJ..on of the opera­
vlO~ ~h0 3d Batcalion ""Groap UUl..""GS a£ld comoand group wel~ to 
eros", tne Song '::{m Eor. by boat ana. retLu:-n -Go tho L"1 noa operat­
lIl£ Da.S2~ b.1,:d J;;.:1G reserve 9 co.lle" 1st BatDalion9 9th l\lar~nes 
\{SS to aSS\.1D0 OPCO~ of th8 arnor eiemaYJ.ts 01l t.:1.e '"GSL oar_\{ -1.ua 
r2C1..'G ss "he Song Vu Gl..a at 'f.11J..ch t..LUG OPeOt. of tr.a:c cor!lpa...l':ty end 
tae aCCOf:lp&'L'1ying a.....-vorr..or would be rellnC]..uished cy; th~s comma..7'J..d. 

~O~ -u .. ecu:t:i.a.~: 91ill i'Iarmf'~S Operd.:Cl.on Orc.er 1~CQ66~ 161300tl 
Aw.g-.l.s1i '1966 :received 0.1 "/6 Atl.,5""'U&""C ";966 U..l..rGc""C.:;d ::;r.c e.xCCU-ClO.a 
of O~er~~l..on Swanr.ee Q fnaso II of the opcrat~on terminaGed on 
~n€ afternoon of 18 August and ~nc cO:l~ncewsnG of Phase III 
\.as sc!:oduls-u for 20 .AugusLo On the ar"ter.noon of 19 Augus-c 
COmp&.1UG5 H1" and "N" and the bat-;;ah_on cornruand.. group occu..pied 
pos::.twr.s l..n the vicinity of the splash pOln""'G at (AT 902541 •• A1i 
aOOUi; 20Jo"")un ihcy \Jere JOlnod by 00" "G" 1 st Battal:l...On,l 9tn 
l1rtr.J...n8s and cle.nen-c8 of Co.'ra lt 3d '.l'k. Bn. a.ndCo,,'1]!l1s-c ilmtrac 
..,jno Co.IlI" rell1forcGd was ..111 pc",..!..-non -co secu..ce dom~natmg 
te:r:.cam feat1..li'€& on the eas""(; baYlk~ 

At about 200730li OQ1}lvI" COlli:lenc8d cr:OSS1.Y..I6' i;tJ.8 Song Vu Gl..a 
(.1'':' 90254) 'll'"".d secured th8 crossmg a..,.."""e[.) a,,,d was followed by 
a :"'iC1aV¥ sectl.Ol1 or tatikrr from Gv" "B"" Ac &.bout Of})\}. Co" fiLII, 
crossed 8..tld COr:Jr_18.rlC8d 1.0 Clove :SQiJ,.'C~1 to 'Che Song 'rL1U Bon. Coopany 
'(0':H !:_C\!GQ to the SO""L...th wes'c to protect -enG righ';; flaIlk 0:: Co .. 
"..l./~~ ..b.T, "tu.s ;j:l..hlO th8re WClS a heavy sectl..on of t2....nks m Ulrect 

.:; ..... ~por."'u of CVe Hi!! a:n_d a h.gh'C sectl.on lTl rruppor-c of Go" "111'. The 
COlTIDa.r.~ b_'O.1.) '-'-'''lcl oecu..rl. TJlJ forco .reservt. ~cl:"oVlEd COt1par.::...as 

H~~1f" 3. .. ::"0 U:i/ f 
IJI CO"'":l",)E.:rlJ" ttL'f l.'(::acht.;c -V:le Son6' l:f.t.,], BOT.!. a.t d..;:)O..l. J:. .IJ\);O 

8..L.C- ned"a: ... "Co ~-rO''lC 8outhwes~G slo:r16 "':;:.1.0 r J..,V e..c oa..:r-_t:. provl.dL.'1b 
s€.Gt..X.L"t~T ::,.""oJeJ 1:~~0 8l.-<XVey )a:ctye COl.."(:)~1.!'ly "i_u ("Ol'l-:l.l:'Ued ~o a..c.Vdl"'~ce 

pc. ... >ii..lel -':0 Go .. '1;<1 SCcu..::C'l.i1g --c::...e rlgnc fl2-'Ll<.: ::x:.: Co~ !lL'- ~e 

cO .. J.r:::.Y.l.G. g=014}J eI ... Q :lGC;J.:r:"t~T f;)r2.c rG.3G_\Il: icl10wec.. ill trace of 
:;00 ~11'{j At about 20";23Ot:\"'~G~t.L1" G2:filg'ed 2n cSJ]..J1ated ::.,0 VC 
v:..c.""::'::"""GY or(AI} d7257'~; res'-<...J....-.;i:-'c'S .....1""!. ;'"";.0 f..cicr.cily ca:':J"""U6.2..:H~es 
a.::lG. ;:;...r.-unaete:.:-;:n..ned nuotler of f!;J.""...':3:J..y cc.s-u..a.::"'..J... t_:;)s .. 
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At lin.e SJ.Ih<3 tJ..::i€ (,0 .. "?!\' cb.162.ged an €stll.JatGd 40 VC near AT 
973525. rCSJ.l t~:',g ....n 10 8l1elllY lZ:::A cOT.fu'Dcd and or ... adcu tlOfl.al 
20 rc.::A proGb,.jlc, F:::'lcndly casual 1 n 28 were 5 t.::a c..'ld 5 1,r.i..Ao 
fOT:' vr; ur:.~t.3 bC'C~(C C')!lta.ct ·,,0 -cho !lortbves"[' cu.d west, nOW2ver, 
8F0":~lC '~:lrj!';-/ Cc!,".,:s:::;J" cont.J..T'u0d vnt.Ll 3.beu-c 1-,30. At about 
~O-I )00 the t;-LC o~' 'o[!e '0lJ.:::vey party re}/or-ced 1ihQt ;{G.r:lCl.C!1t 

G.E. 'ta for cCiple v: OfL 0'::- tl:.e survey haci 'oeen ::('0' nu::!"atcd w.'1d at 
8"OOU-:; 1530 il deCldl.O.1 'to to::cnlnatc "~'1C ope::-n:ClO.Q. -ILS rradoo 
Durn,s tne a1~ter:l(:;o:J. (oon.:::,! n,'J..d 1l.6nt cncr:y co::-:t:1ct rOCG:.:Vlrg 
fJ.rc 1':0;-: t;!lC 0::)"::")0::' _t,] r,[Q1K of -che Song Tt'vt. Bon and returnl::J.g 
sl-t,. dl1d 60.-Ul flrcJ wltl1 Ul:1dctc:rruncrl l::'0sultG. Co."I" expcr~enced 
-Cwo PillO ~nCl~eL·w3 resultlng' m~' US:1C WL'\.IS. l.,or..lllencmg c.t 
aoou": 2017C'Jt.: 3d 3a:c-calwn, 9th MC.I'lUG3 '"Gr00p 1'.:tutS wesL of 

t~ce SO.D&, ':'Lu ron crossed tho :nver by foot ill the vlciIllty of 
.!-/2 0675149 COT',p-,-?t_ng tne crossws at about 1900"-1,. At i730 Co. 
ffC f1 -j s":' Battal::"ofl, S"ch Narl:-L8s \>faS dJ.spatcned 1;[1 ttJ. 2nd platoon 
Co .. ":3 It 3d ':l'k. 5£1" co tne CI'OSSlUg pOlD."G a.-c Nl 902')47 wun tne 
ll'_st.r,].C'-cJ..c.'lS ttJ.3.-C O?CO~~ would be ChOppeo. to pa:::-ent u.."U 1:; upon 
croGs:Lr,g t:1E:~ So'1.@; Vu G=-a. coone" :cepo:::-ced. c:coss:"!18 1;11e 53 grl.d. 
l1.UO a -c d.Co.J.-;; 102S:{ <1flG. thefl W1. thout oelng chopped fran O.?C01~ 
of ;~1 3at,to,l.Lon~ 9tn. ILtr:::..ncs apPa::'ently ';;s;;curec: fran 3d Bat-callon, 
9th :'::J..L'lYllOS 'o[.;t;tal~on ta.ctlcal net. P.'lc'se IiI of Opera;noil 
Sw~e0 tO~lnated at 202000~. 

, j 
_"' ... <1. 

at FnGudly 
(1) KT' 5 \. .l ..L.1l -----
( 2) \~'IA ------ 16 
(3) 11111. ------ 0 

~'t.} __ 

-, 

b. Enc:W 
I " \ K'::1\. ... ---_ .... 10 
> ?~ \v~u ... ------- 0 >:::-
\.)) }rr~ ------- 0 

e.. ~,;D_pr.1ent Cc..p GUr6d or Dos":.:r 0Y2CL: :None 

""3 ~ i2l£E~~~::g_,> 3v8,.hl§.~~: ':i'nc .a"leDY loc,::,. t eC. we8~ 0';: ttle 50::g 
r;r .. u 13~.(.i. D.~d i:O-C -want &. IQo..Jor eJ.1.g'agenler~-c v!luh i]SI-!C fo::-ce at -en.loS 
t::'::'e~ Hovl.'1b troop l;"'1.-:'-;;S u,to ~::-::.c a:::-0<..l. by 1';)0"'; i!;s,ve the "meu.y 
Dor~ GYillIl ~p:e oppo~un~~y to esc~2e~ 
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14 .. ?,~c.2E!?~~~2g s:'ha.t W!le11 an o':fensl.vi3 cpcr~t(llo.o. ;;"8 
lauT'J.c::e)CI. :J..C,a..:;..ns-,:; wiemy forces lOJa"Ct:.>G. be"Gween tne Song Tht.. Bon 
ar_d ::.)~-6 Vu G.l.a th3.t all Dcchan.Lcal noans of nob:"':lt-S ava:..lable 
1:;", In,].'"l~~d 1;0 c.el-:.ver 13Xg8 rrllibLrs o~ uSl~ trOOl) l.;...1.5ts to 
'uhf' r'OST; llk~J.y :p0: . .i1t of ccn<oQc't a3 QUl.ckly ao po::...::.! 1:>1 " in 
o~o.or to D[ • .I\:e enGmy escape ~.jprobable lof not 11lpOs&l.ble& 

F.f!. i'lAC L'3:!\.l\, JR. 
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Ai1.1 Ill.. -Z::...:cy 

~., G;',no:,"!l: .A;:.'tillory sU"O'DOrt ::or Pnase III W,[J,e> _pruvided 'by 
B[.t;~~l"';-;i! 9 2,.""id 3[L'::;tSll~~, 12tH K1X1.11e3 on calL RG.'lltforcmg 
.t'lres H8:;'8 ::J':'0\"J :lei LY :a~;.CT8ry liD". Lrth 52t'cLllon, 12th l<';ar:tnes. 
A-rt':':;'lo:rr 1"1:.I:')0.:'t :or ":1.::'313 :LI1 V'-lS b.clely a::d effcct, ve o 

r:.>e flL'CS \"88":> Jf .,hd Sc 19 T!'<'\) 1:'0') we~e CO.1 ':;ro1:l.2'1 by the 
f'crwcri OJ C'l9l-t cf "he l!'3CC ia-.. ,l,. t~Ld connand gcoup. Sxl.stl:ng 
S-:;C~KS cf C 1 "t&2:" '-Jere wore u.C.s..'l .s ..... ifJ.c1.en1j. P:i."8p fl..::es \vcre 
c.'plJlVGd eif3cT'.ve::'y 2D'J:.:' to me J..Iat::..al crossing of the Song 
VD. Gu .. or. -c;he 20-(;:. of l~q')'Js"Go 

. 
2" 5: c~c. ::;: Fl.~e. E 0:::<:: 1 flr2s Wel'e u'3ed in a controlled 
Cail~Q "G:;-d~"~ -;:0 rpsij.:'~ctJ. Ve arrl.:;unl -::1 on S'J.pply ra teso However 1 
'G1.l'1 H c..t.l.c. 1 :"'. Ta:n -ilera e:'iDlo:"cd :',{1 t~1G opct.'a tlons area every 
rn.g' t dUX'J,Lg ('.-1.8 0) e:c3:-::; l0;, 0 1:2.90 nO:::'hl2~ E and .I f.Lres ,.,r8re 
CJ_Jfl~OY2d (~ast of til": Song T~1.u :Do!:. 

\"}r sY"a tl.0~_ '3 : _ ... t _____ _ 

Cwo) ..lpo~'r~,':J~d 0'1)"- ;::."Ti"'" ___ ::?2 ~ FOJ:'"\!cxd 00 servers engrl-.g'ee. several 
tar£Ltl-"'~~-"'-0~;P-C-:::;;U.li~~I6-t{(-"1/r?-/I-!I:c, -z.::.£se taTge-vB ,~ere of S1~cn 
.::1 ..L"J_(c.J.jl.~ 11a"tUr8 ':i.l.-:e"G coI.lly -:-.1:..e f CCct e..dJl.A.St.A~~.g ~ow.t.d;.J or J..n 

a l,,-,'r C:'s,,-s "'ene ':"'l.r3~ f:.r2 [or effect was e~.Le~:t..Lve • .b.,- forvlard 
Ot'3...,:'::'''1'2r ~L)o proved very eL'oct~~rG In f~r~~ check rounds for 
-r,hii: prep ~'l.:reO& 

b. R~:~r_~J..r'2.'?~ Prep flrCB we.ce E:nployed to cover the 
L"llt".2.J.. I~Vt:;":" G 'OS3}ng on the jJ01:'U.l.1:.g of ZO il.ug'Ust. I<'l<::.x:u...un 
effcc. tl.VC'.r18SS ".-la.o 0": G8..lned by prepay J,llg a. scnedl.llc 0:: C':;. c~ll. 
f_::"\}D "'WT.l. ..... n cl.t'l:"~': t.1"C~~c) ~"":!:~~~,,1.\jG +.1'0 .:;:t03S LODG 

c" FSc;:.C.: A ;-3ph t B'SCC was e£1rloyed. The fOr\1ard elenent 
w~t~ t~0 co~~ group exercised cOll~l~te control of f~r8s west 
OJ.' t::e 80.'16' Thu Bon., T.".lS enabled tu.'1e :l1.TeS to be elea.Tea as 
rapld:'y as ?ossl.ble~ '1'h(. or~l"'J pToblen ll1cur.::.-ed when t;'Wo u:nl.'l;S 

1 ~! 

W.J. 'tn::..:J. cIo:;;", pro::o.n . ..ty to each othor novc-d together anQ reques'te<1 
flrcz w Go~trJl of :llres was d~f~~G~t to cxcrCl.se by the FSCC 
c.ue to no k:'owlc.c.g~ of t:,.c exac" .. locatl.or. of these un~"S. 
:~01Al'e\"'el:', t;n2 t'"o.c~,~CJ"Xc. ob.serve::cs wl. l:,~'1 tr ... e 80 Wl.J.. '"GS co~rdinated 

iJCCVC8.'l tt.cr:.oc::"v;:::, u"d tnc ?SCG r:..8:L,tO:.'2d t{uS cooroll1atiorJ.o 
"Uu20~L1 this too~ norc tine~ ~t c_c allow =or effectl.V6 
coox Q:;':!1L. tl.o!' •• 

1 (£(3 2~0-1 F~ Q;~:~I:~~~ S11cl:. ~IC SL4Ck: W':~ us~~d :Lr.l 8e~:ra~ 
,jJ'\c.1JF:.l-ces CloS £..{2. -_~J-l:~l. :-J.ark: .. r",g rOJllC1o .i-\.. proved .IT:e ... .l8Cu_Ve 

b~Cd"'S0 l.'t ';:;i"l-.",..; d:,..Q .'"lOt detonalie 0.;: it ,,/6-.5 ir:rpossi0::"~ "'GO 
OUS(,J:VC: -;;'l~ :L..P3Ct of tl1e r:ou.'1d.. Al.so L.'1CC-3C'O (;L::' ,-:;C:'''UD!'W;:] 

LrJ.c "'ua..Lget 1.;0 
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i, "., A'.!' s'J.p-;::-ort for OPPT'8.t:::"O!l 0 •• T'1.n:l8e was p:rOVl ied by tne 
if't ~.TJ-c r:c J-~L~ "f1r::-';s, l\.';~l''''t "Ll~G C0:''':~-'3 of 1.'-:.(; QDP~fltlon, 33 
)VI.r .... T~L_:vq \.JC_ C :lC lC\T3.,Ct .. J. '0:-'- 1"' s~_:.(.:: 'J:,t ....:; Q 3 -::::0; )1J.r'l.~' f 3'"' {J,.J. c"X"trac­
..JuL.()1~ 1....,1\(; CiC;:.J·:;\~::c",,-J a.rl J .... wo 1.l1f-~.!JlC,:'S ·{[(;J:C a""'cor.l.1~"S:!"~, 
:2\)'"; f../yc.1 \, '_"1€ d .... .:' EtL"-~~e.:: al13 l.) .. :a ... r"\~JllCOPG-Jr res fP:'y 
~J." .;;,.3 I GH v,G:"'t.. 0G/~rJ'-'l.J-'ce:" 

tJ., _~~~ '-;1 ~:!C-C' ~ d --.i-Ie. -::~Jt '::"A...L_C{'1 .. S\-;Et~8e was €rceJle.c.t t71..th 

-r;~-=-€ t~):~~~.r-C_(rl o? TI~.LL, f'-'~ LLr-:.· ... l J..,.-~ 

(1; r~1:':"'1 -c11E. COlL::" ... O of a rl~e f~gnt, Co~"!IU ?J.C torua. 
ccr:.tr,Ci;pr:t 2.L ,C ,.U1 aB~(€d 1:1:1 to C"',SCI: CU'':; gr~d 8:{",-D-X'G 875';, for 
a. ~ '1~s L -'18 0.:1:"' 8 -2 LeG 011 ""Sf.l.C T[C \lL,-l f_,.Jd l .. ~::'-:O -uheTt 8rec~& T11.2 

... f-i(' ~"C'0r"- 1.2~ -w'J.s-:; l'() C;l.~ n) J h2\!0 a ta~ Cev-1 J -:. (7)3 hi t l..:lr1."t l."le 
Q _d ___ ,'re]. 01.10 .2~'1 0 -1 c... S~l.:l......C 3C52e :.1.('1\ -:';,7"e..:, l'lt'> _If-€.lr..c~,nC to 
"l_!J-')J...:- cr .. c ... :-'3CC .9CL'o( :"1101 '~lCl-:. 1I_1e cor~-~..{.j g-r-0-c.: 0~ (j'''6 J'1eW' 
-:JrTJ;t!t' ~,,) ~ ... 1~1J ~::':0::\~:: C:JO:C}_~~"J ... ·Y'1 c011d P8 <2S-Cc,\:liJs ..... PC" O~ ... 
11'5 ~v_l) C:'"\e ... .1.0 ('e..l~eQ 8..£1 ~.J.~ cl""J.r...J:-::a .Dl gr~1 ~r:..J.':'-:G 865'2\11 T.:1.0 

.L_J~:;~ o('z".) 13..l"'.dcQ r:l~g-;rclv:.::;lJ c:os; 0:-'_ C')",~j..i" pO~l..uJ~;-). .. c..Y":i 
~J. -J c.._ ~ EtY': ~:'J T.,r3,S ~a.r.l.cc;1:0Q te:cj:?~; B...L13' d8Lar;c -V-E .. S C:Jr_8 -~u 

~-.J.~,-:::J.c:. .... - ll...ll'"SS", 

2::. :-:,C'cJriL:.1.~"'I(l ... :1-..LJy-s; :t ~s recGD."1CJnded t:!~t .\.0'8 e"1gc.g"3 o ... .Lly 
lj) I) 3- - ~ i l ,;; S &_[ ~ ~~ GS"'Ge(~ -b~r t'1t.. F: rc .J.1Q L.1r_l-u e .:~~1 ) f t~~G .Ii.0 

a. _('F~'JVe:"">s (...., -C~..L.""~,3"G _~f 0pp<}::-t"'..!{"I~,.J..)=r __ Yl a .• n a."'YE..~ C-lLn0I' thp.,TL ;;:rat 
Ci.u~":"(gIl5.terJ. 1'.~r -CrJ.L; tSJ.""\C'.A ... ~ lli l ~~ no ·3~C l~d. '[~\k(?: a;:-'bo'_Ltcly S1J~e 

i.d2 t -rhc::re a;r:e 1W fr: 9'lCly .. 1.:'11. ts li' .. ·V1" a:t'28" 
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1. [1. $C.r-y forces ('stlJl[ttt"d to be lY. the obJective area prl.or 
to CO:r.L.l'JYlce_'j(::1.1, of the oflorat:LOn were the R-20 BattaI~on with 
a s"'Gre;.gt.ci oS: approxlllatoly 400 men, plus an 1.L."ldetCr.::llned 
Illl:::lber of guerrllLlS ill eClch of the? hllilletso 

-b. 01ihsr "--,nl ts cc>r.Slde:ced to be wl.-r;hl.n reL."1forcJ..ng dlstance 
0;:: -crte area 0:: opc:;:L'atlor.:. were local har.:lct guerrllias wl.th 
u.Qc1,el.'r:nnod stre!1.t;"'Gh. 

,:)~ _~leny courses of actlOll. were consldered to be as follows: 

(1) Conduct ~all scale attacks, aobusnes and harrasslng 
aC-:;l.on 'I_.:~h '-':P -vo one Da-vtall.or_ a<...v'lentcd by lace.:;. guer:nllas. 

(2) _i}3fena. vlth U,J to vne cat"'Callon augnem;c-d by local 
gue::~Ll:asc; 

( ) '" 1. t~1.ciraw OIA"'G of area of o11era t:L.Ol1.~ 
(4) Conduct. a uelaYlllg actHW. to cover "tLla wnho.rawl of 

~Le R-20 battalloLlo 

c~ Tho ~"eDy co~loyed capab~llGy (3) ru1C (4) contact was 
:-.ad.c ',-::..th at lea.st one CO:lpatlY. Ivlule approxl.na"ely 200 VC 
wer0 o':)servcd by .cecoymaJ.:osancc OP floolng to the V8St6 VC 
Droke contact after each engag~e~t. 

e. The area, par~ic~y the har~c~s, contained elabora~e 
sys"t0ns of trenches aad fJ.ghtUl6 holes .. 

f. Terral:. A..'1alysJ.s: 

(1) CI-l."C.l..cal terram .L1'1 the area of opera"CJ..ons were the 
ind~v~dual h&Jicts, tho Sor.g Thu Bon and Song Vu G~ riv2rs and 
th0 rJ.v~r oaak en the east~ sl.de of the Song Thu Bon rl.ver Q 

~2) 00SerV2.tlOfl and 5'~clc:s of :F~re: Observa-.;ion ill 1.'lce 
paJ.Qy :?x",as ~{a8 GOo<.1. lifun€:co~s rlW:'lets a.n.d G.0il.se vegetatlon 
:::::s v::-~c"CGd c.Dser".;atl.o'ct an.d r6d1:.cGG f~~lc.s of f~re~ 

()) C.over &1'1c! CO::"KGa.:£.1(mt. Cover atld Goncealne::t was 
:p:;:-ov-t-dQQ by .l':;UY.J~f~:S$ trerl0n\]5~ caves, gI"flns .l1-uts, 11edge.rows 
a..""lQ ':l,:~:.boo fc:1.Cc;S ::""'1. t:o.c C.cLI.1:i..ets, 1>:...l.::E;.S o.i:"le:ced 11.[lJ.:CCa. cove;.;:. 
EJ~d 0o~c8alw0n~ L:~ ~~~ ~lC0 9ada~eSi 0CWe0~r~8S oonS~8~Lr~ of 
:nx ~s ...... Cllr:d s a.:O ... 16 [,f" ... -::: SOl:c.-; l'Er)~ 30tl prUV'l.d eC. good Gove r ar:c. 
cone ,3alI:G.G"C., 

[ID~©~~~~n~R~~"" "I "~' _ 

S"iC:;:; <rur,' I. S, ) 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

\1 .. - - t • J t'-. 
] 

(.:1) 8bstacles: l~a"Gura:' Ob&v["cles wer::; l.L:>i ted to -c;he 
r~v~·. ~kn Dade obstac12s wero thG p~~ets and bannoo fenceS Q 

Large lliOur~S kn the ceoe~erles proved to be obstacles to 
~:~t:~ ven~cleSe 

(5) Avenues of Approach: 7hz avenues of approach were 
covered by fue Wl lih Da..."lY of tileD auglJented W~ th llghtl:ng holes 
8.(~d. "Grer.Ches. 

g" Captuxed Mz;;;erJ.a:, Weapons aae. Docu.oents: 

h~ VC Tact..\.cs. 

( 'I) The VC enployed a dcle.ylr,g type 3Ciiion with at lea ... -:, 
one COiYpsr.;:rQ WIllIe ::'8COll.."YJ.EclSSa"lCe O? c,Qse::ved. app-roxl1"'..ately 200 
YC ::lee":J1€, to -c::e wes-c o Concea.led srupers were employea exten­
s.lve:!.y G.'.ll'::rr..g and. ai'ter tne contact. vl~th the: delayirJg force e 

(2) ~~~ec -~~ Booby Traps; There was l~~ted Qse of 
DLC8S and bODoy ~raps -c~~oUGhou-c tne operatio!l$ 

~. CO!lc:::'us~on~ 

,.. 
(1) There was a r0111forced VC battalion in the area of 

operat2on pr~or ~o &.d on D-Day. 

(2) The VC Wl.ll, when possl.ble, wl."thdraw/ex:fl.ltrate fron 
~, ar~~ ra~hcr th&~ face USMC un~ts when they believe ~he ~"ne 
Me .iJlcco ere l"1.0ti to ;;hcir advantage. S::l8J.l groups of tS'"UtOr'"CJ..::"las 
will ha.r:caGs 1JSYiC forces to a.tlow tr.c VC twe to exfl.ltra"te e 

(3) Th~re a£e s~~ll fort~fl.ed ar~as Wl.thlll tne are~ of 
op0ra~~ou a3 well as all unde~er~llled nuwber of guerrl.llas~ 

(4) rtJ3.L'1. force VC U.l'LLtb Cell and do roe;.1.'ter -ene nxea 'Oy 
u-wl:..1.:'"tl.tlOl'l e.nY-::;U.1e OSl{\} 1.o.tl._"Ca a::& not phY8.l.cally in tne a..cea, .. 
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