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HEADQUARTERS
3d Battalion, 9th Marines
3d Marine Davision (Rein) FMF
c/o FPO, San Francisco, California

3/1C3/elc

005750
4 September 1966

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, 9th Marines

Subj: Command Chronology
Ref: (a) Div0 575041

Encls v(1)-Commend Chronology 1-3t August 1966
2) S=2 Journal : )
B=3% Journal
AP \(4) Lessons Learned dta 1 September 1966
5) Fragd 53-66
v(6) After Action Report (Swannee)

1. In accordance with reference {a) enclosures (1) through (3)
are gubmitted,

16/ /}"'4" .v&/;q,w,/}»/
‘

F.D, MAC LEAN, JR.
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1. Organization Data-‘: SRR :-f;

a. Des_l_gga.tion Locatio s ‘

(3) s=3. G.E. YARBROUGH, Captain
- T - - -1<31 August 1966
(4) $~2 ~r—wrwr—tmrr e mmeemanaasamiwesa C,5, TOIT, 2nd Lty
L s s s 1231 pugust 1966
(5) s — - _ ey “T.H, FITZPATRICK, 1st Lt.
C DeE DL sl e Tl et st pugust 1966
- WGB~KONRATH, 1stLt,

. Te T T L 231 -August 1966

(6) S~1 memcmee—en S -~ B,T,- MACKIN, 1st Lt.

b B o ; 1«10 August 1966
LT : , H.L. TIEKING, 2nd Lt.

. - : : 11-31 August 1966
(7). €Oy Cos "I" wew rmsmmimas T, A, M GOWAN, 15t L.
1-3 August 1966
- - G,D. NAVADEL, Captain
. Co - A=31 August-ﬁ%s
(8) €Oy Gog ME" mmommremm meem—mes= R.F. STALEY;: 15t Lt.

o T e 1-31: August; 1966 .
. '{9) COy Cou M. smcivnm « PYLE, Captain -
b S : - August.$1966.

(10) co, _,cb.*»:"w—» B ENERAE SRR, I+ T COOPER,” Captain
T R Son sl L9231 pugust 1966
- (11)_CO, BES €0y =—mmwmrrmsmermmmemimizesin-K, L, FORAN, 18t Lt.

1-31 August 1966
d..hveregs wonthly Strengini L | - o

21; USMC Officer sawmee- 29
USIC Enlisted meme—e'924
(3) USN Officer ——e-—-=- %
(4) osn Enlisted ———— 55
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24 Szﬂgﬁiﬁcant Bvents:
1 DA v
a. Rersonnel

U A . EEEE

0 s g a3
- Killed in Action i G ¢ -
%3; Died of Wounds 0

4) Non Battle Casualitiss emm-—ci'2g
5) Non Battle Deaths -=wewee--—== 0

O i diale] -

'b. Intell&gence- e i et mmmmm e — e )
ﬁl) Sltuation- o i
m -

[}

— A e By SN P
I T - =

a) Enemy ‘aétivity and sightings during the 'month of Avg):.st

v A e

. were comparsble with July. On August 20 contact was made with an

estmated company remmforced from a-main ‘forcé’ battdlion -believed -t6 -

.be opera.t:mg J.n the, ares,. Maning and booby trap a.ct1v1ty has ;ncreased

particlarly ‘in v:.cmlty ‘of ‘Lq.berty&Road .LHarr_g?s,sg,ng ‘and, sm.perﬁ fire
has inereased- with an upsurge 6f ‘ambush adtivity if the vicinity of
the Liberty Roade. Accuracy at long ranges and percentage of hits,
indicates a marked itprevement in marksmanship and use of scope mounted
rifles by VC in this area, Liason with Duc.Duc. District and.ARVN
forces has improved and;is falrly relisble., Information from local
intelligence sources indicate the pregence of two battalion size units
in the TAOR.

. (b) During the month of August there waa complete persomel
change in the scout section. Most @f_the_scouts axe new in Vietnam, A

vigorous training schedule was conducted in Map Reading, Night Observation

Devices, Scouting, Physical Conditioning, .Radio Procedurs and handling
of captives. ’

> e -~

(c) During the first part of August the recomaissance
platoon attached to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines was understrength and

scouts were used %o suprlement this shortege. On 4 August a reconnaissance

team with two scouts made contact with approximitely 65 VC and was
extracted. One scout has been on OP Zulu.at all. times to observe a:nd
call supporting fires if necessary.

.

-

%
s

(d) ‘During Operation Swannee the scouts were used to melo
reconnaigsance river crossings, handle captives, and operate as point
and security for the forward command group. -

< @7 - ul T4 e a ¥, ba hSd
, On 2} Angust the ba.ttalion scouts, reinforced by a rifle
g :tcl to e Ban (1) (A!I‘ 939533) acting on.

AN B R & . e
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patrol found nothing in the cave, but a bunker in that vicinity
yielded Slbs. of C~3 and 11b. of TNT.

»

(f) The“recomnaissance platoon attached to the battalion
had ne significant sightings during the month of August, There were
foyr emergency night extractions made as z result of the observation
post being oompromise'd by woodcutters.

(2) Ehem*c Légseas -

(a) Persomnel:

51; VC KIA écom*)---- 18
VC KIA (PROB)==-=- 48 - -
(3) VCS wmm 57
(4) vee 2

(v) Destroyed Enemy Materials

(1) Tunnel 14
(2) Bunkers =w—eeme—=e 72
(3) Caves m=mwmmcewe= 3
(4; Structures ————-=— 7
(5) Spider Holes =w—== 39

(c) Destroyed/Captured EZquipment:

(1) Mplosive Devices- 7 Grenades .
(2) Mines w==emem~-=== 4 Chi Com Grenades
5 M=26 Grenades -
1 Aircraft Bomb 2501b, Fragmentation
1 50 Cal. Round
1 Shoe Box Mine
1 M=79 Round
2 M-16 A1 Mines

(d) Weapon"é*-‘“ =

ﬂ 1 - M-14

2) 2 - Chi Com Carbines
23) 1 - Russian Rifle

4) 1 = M1 :

¢e Trainings Training during this period was directed toward
maintaining a high degree of proficiency in combat skills. Special .
training was conducted for all replacement personnel prior to

assignments to company units. Ref: 34 Battalion, 9th Marines msg
250910Z,

oo b e W iy
! .
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d. Commnications/Flectronios:

During the month of August, the communications platoon continued

to provide commmnications support for operations within the An Hoa TAOR,

Radio sets AN/PRC-QS were received, procegsed and i1ssued to replace
radio sets AN/PRC-6 and AN/PRC-10. Eight (8) PRC-10's were retained
for use with 60mm mortars. All other PRC~10's and all PRC-6's were
withdrawvn and readied for turm-~in. Use of PRC-25's has reduced the
load on the techinical shop as only 90 pieces of equipment were
repalred this month, and has reduced the supply problem of batteries
as only two types of batteries are in large demand, BA-386's and
BA-BO'SO

es Close Combat:

Qperation Macon:

During this period 3d Battalion, 9th Marines ‘engaged in search

end clear operations. Conducted local ambushes and -established PPB's

along Liberty Road and Bridge site and within the companies respe=-
ctive TAOR'sy t0 gain control and to counter and " minimize any
enemy activity along and in the vicinity of Liberty Road from An
Hoa to the gouthern bank of the Song Thu Bon GS (92-53).

Phage IIT Operation Swannees

This battalion conducted Phase III of Operation Swannee on
20 Angust 1966, See enclosure (3).

f. Fire Support -and Fire Support Coordination: y

(1) During the month of August, Battery ¥, 2nd Battalion, 12th
Marines, fired 53 combat missions of which 11 missions were in
support of the reconnaissance platoon. Three unobserved missions
were fired based on relisble intelligence information from Duc
Due District Headquarters. Total casualities from artillery for
month were 16 VC killed, confirmed by body count, and another
53 probsble killed,

(2) H and I fires varied from 10 to 15 targets per night with
20=-60 rounds per night depending on the availability of ammunition.
The greatesy percentage of the H and I's were fired west of the
Song Thu Bon in the vicinity of suspected VC assembly areas and
supply routes.

g Medical and Déental Support:

(1) since the last report this BattalionfZId tonr—has—expe

ienced no lack of ma al needed for medick
fun .
i " BECLASSIFTEN
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b liere approximately 731 visits to sick bay this
past month, 726 Mcrines, 4 Navy and 1 Avmy. Light duty was given
Yo 120 perscnnel <nd no duty Yo 12. There were 24 patients admitted
to the sick bay ward. 35 men were med:.cally evacuated not as the
resui'u or hostile action.

(3) T™e Med Cap program: A total of 1293 Vietnamese civilians
were "'f'eat@‘ at the refizes village and this Battalion Aid Station,

(4) Tmmnizotions were given 437 men this month.
(5) Sanitation in this area has remained poor. Refer to recent
reports of senitation inspections to the Commanding Officer.

(6) The dental detachment axtaphed to the 3d Battalion, 9th
Maranes, during inclucive dates,25 July 1966 to 25 magust 1966,
has treated 210 Maxines patients and performed 453 procedures.

Duriny the sams period 33 Vietnamese civilians were treated for
a total of 43 procedures. Patient attendance at the dental: clinio
has decreasad dvring the past month.

h, Chaplain Svpport:
(1) Daivine services: i L
(a) Protestant:

1s No., Services: ' 18
2, Total Attendance: 441

(v) Catholic: Lo . ' ¢
1. No. Services: ' -~ ; 7l
2, Total Attendance: 139 o ‘ '

&2) Memorial Services: 3

(3) Counseling :

(a) The Battalion Chaplain counseled an average of two
men per day during the month of. Ai“”t.

(4) Signiflcmt Events: )

(a) The Battalion Chaplain participated in Phase III of
Operation Swannee,.

(b) An office/living area has been provided at the rear
of the chapel for the use of the Battalion Chaplaine.

(c) .LB% Class wag started at 28 Aug, to continue eagh

fundaye ! @E@MS@“[FUEI

o _ Enclosure (1)
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1e Civic Affaire:
(1) Public Health: The public health activities comducted
this month evolved around the MEDCAP program. A total of 2270
civilians Xet&SFreated medically during the month,

(2) Public Welfare: Public welfare activities included the
distrabution of 625 pounds of food and 485 pounds of clothing %o
people who iwould have otherwise done without these 1tems, and
gave ma.ter:n.al .assigtance to repair buildings in a refugee village
which wad damaged by a VC mortar attack,

(3) Food%;and Agriculture: The second Duc Duc District
Parmers Seminar, sponsored by 334 Battalioyn, 9th Marines, was held
on 15 August 1966, at which time the farmers decided to form
farmers organizations at the hamlet and village level.

(4) Public Safety: Operation Macon continued this month as
8 clear and hold cperation along Liberty Road designed to provide
security for the civilian as well as military elements engaged in
road conmstruction and 1s continuing to provide special security
for civilian vehicleg traveling on Liberty Road.

(5) Civilian Supply: 3d Battalioyp, 9th Marines assisted in
delivery of 100 bags of cement provided by USAID for repair of
irrigation systems in villages adjacent to the An Hoa Industrial
Complex.

(6) Blucation: Materials were provided for the rebuilding
of a school in Mau Chaun (2) Hamlet (AT 888474) which was destroyed
by dhe VC earlier this year. English language classes have been
conducted two-times each week for _approxinately 25 persons in
the Ain Hoa Industrial Complex.

DEGLASSIFIED
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53 Varine Division (Aein) FIF

c/o PO, 3an Prancisco, California -
. 3/60Y/ele
. 31001

From: Commancing Cfficexr
To: Commaadiag

~Sub e

fcls %-‘2%

Combat O pera

P

W

Dv0 3100.1B

fficery 9th Marines :

25 August 1966

B

ns Aitu Action Repcrt .

Sth Marines Operatzon Crder

(c) Map: Vietnam 1:50,000 series L 7014 Sheet 66401V

dneis (1) Arsillory

{ (2) &ix '
fay
;ﬁ) welligence
/ - -

Operation Swamnee Sh

T

ase IIL,y Hydrograpnic Survey

2. Tates of Cperal.oan: 200600 - 2020004 August 1966

3a Location: Quang Nam Province, Duc Duc District

4. Command HG:

5d Batvalion, 9th Marines

i

Mage. MaC L AN

S5« Task Organazation: a‘-‘*“fi\}\\
SoarLh ] ”,{gggi‘if‘” Capte NAVADEL
Co, "L e Capte PYLE
So, "M Ceapte COCPER
Co. e 1/9 e L. CONNELL
Coa' BY {w) 33 Tioo "B~ ~ Capt, TUNGT
Coo"B" (« ai. Ambtrac Bn, Capte. RERMAW

€ Supeorting Porccss {See enclos.wes | tarougn 3)

Box, and ¢ engage and ces

o Minsions Provide pnyaical secus:ty Jor and proscct
o CIF 16 Det, vondact.mg fxy rograpaic suwrvey of the Son. Yo

clamanis

ooy erery force cncountecsd,
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S¢ Concept of Op=redion:

%d Battalion was to provice security for the survey pariy
fzom the Taudetr dpld, 1t e ther T2t o8 Tpofr ol st o in
%me e om OF (AT 8%6454) and for returm trip to Liberty Bridge
31tey; the concept was altered pricr to executvion of Phase III

so Phag the operntion would terminave upon reaching the fuxrth=-
est poiny of advaace. Pour reinlorced companles were 1O prOVLQe
tne security roguired for Shase Iil. Taree companies were 1o o
along the weet bang of the Song Thu 3on on tho peainsuic £¢~uud
by the Song Thu Bon and Song Vu Gia, two abttacking and securing
Tie river bank and one L TESETVE. One campiry was o secure the
easl baak of the 3ong Thw Bon. 4v tae vtermination of the opera-
vica tac 3é Batvalion troop univs and command group were o
cx033 btne Song Tau Bon by boat and retuwn to the Aa Hoa operst-
g bage, and tne reserve, Co.''C" 1st Bat:ialion, 9th Marines
weS TO ascume OPCON of the ammor «lemants oa tae west bank ana
rzcross the Song Vu Gia at wiich tille OPCON of that company and
ine accompenying armor would be relinguisned cy this command.

T0e segclLTiom: Gth Marines Operation Ords 190m003 1613005
Alugast 1966 received oca 16 Avsust 1366 4t 1¢ct Lo executlicon
or Jperavion Swannee. Pnase 1T of the opcration terminated on
sne afternooa of 18 August and tne commencencnt of Phase ITI

was schoeduled for 20 Angust. On the aifternoon of 19 August
companies "LY and "M and the batialion command group occupied
positiors in the vicinity of the splash point at{4T 902547 ..4%
asouv 2006308 {hey were joincd by Co.'"C" fst Bavtalions 9tn
Marines and cleaents of Co."B" 3d Tk. Bn. and Co.'B" 1gv Antrac
3n, Co."I" reinforced was 1n pooiTion O secuce dominating
tercain features on the east bank,
4% about 200730H Co¥M" comnenced crossing the Song Vu Gia

(& 902547} and secured the crossing area, and was followed by
& neavy section of ftanks from Coe®SYe At aboul 080U, Coe"L".
crossed and comneaced 1o cove s0uti to the Soag Thu Bon. Company
M zoved Lo the south west 1o protect tne right flank ol Co,.
"ut% AT Tals sime bthiere was a hesay J section of taaks in direct

samport of Ce.'L" and a light section in supportv of Co.'"™". The
Comnana gooay «nd securivty [orce reserve followed companw.es

MY mad WL, Company YLY reached vhe Jong Tona Bon st ascutr 1030
arc. negan o oo7e gouthwest slong Tle raves sark providiag
secLs Ty Jo. the survey oariye. Cowmpany 'Y CO“*lﬂueC TQ acvance
pas l el ©o C0. 'L scolwring vre rigne flenk Cou L e

¢ [0l 5

coamind group and pacur ity forsce rese_ve [O 1
06 LVe AT aboub 2042 "FCGQ coergaged en 08
vie.nIity of (42 u7¢%[g, reswiving n a0 feicna
and an-ungetengined number of anany cosuar.b.ose

DECLAS
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e same time 0. ungaged an estinated 40 VO near AT
5525, resaliiag an 10 eneny KIA confirmed end an additional
ropsolc, Fricndly casualitics were 5 £IA and 5 Wik,

ts prokc contact o the coxthwesT and west, nowever,

‘O ND B
o o O3 ¢

spozadic ena )y coatach contuirued wntol abouw 1,20, AL about
209,00 the €10 of uvne sarvey party reporied vhal suflicieat .
cetva for complew oa of the survey had been ccornulated aad at
gpout 1530 a decisica To terninate The cperation s Tadc.

urong tae atterncea Lo."I2" nnd lignt cnory contact receivarg
fire foom wne oppes te tank of the Song Thru Bon and returning
S/‘A and 60mn fire with wndetermined resulis. Co'IM experienced
TWO PING WNCLLEnLE resuliing 1n ™ USID WIAts., cornencing ot
apout 2017CC%F %4 Battatirion, Sth Morines srocp units wesl of
the Song Thu Pon crossed the river by foot in the vieiaity of
L2 057514, conpietong tne crossing at about 19009, At 1730 Co.
"Gt ist Battalion, Sth Marines was daspabtcned with 2nd platocn
Co."3" 3d Tk. B, ©O tne crossing point ot AT 902547 with tae
Irsiractions tnat UrPCON would be chopped 40 parent wmit upon
crossing tine Somg Vo Gia. 06,"C" reported crossiag the 53 grid

line at aboas 18253 and thea without being chopped from 0PCOJ
of %4 3

274 Battalioca, 9tn llurines apparently -wsecured from 3d Battalion,

. o

9th Yarines battalion tactical nelt, Pacse IXT of Cperziioan
Swannece teruinated gt 2020004,

11e 2osulise

as Fraiendly
(1) KIA cwmmme—— 5
{(2) WI&A comeee 16
(3) MIA —m=mme= O
e S .
e Eneny i
g’a) KL wmmemmn 30
O
(D) Ma messnee

2
&

Igaipnent Cepoured oxr Destroyed: None

ide AIMI217LITet10n: NO Repoot

VPe SOormnndwr s Bvaluavtions The enenmy located west of the 3oang
Tru Boa did 1ot want & me)or eagagemeny with USMC force at tnis
vine, loviag troop units

nve ohe arca by foor gave the cneny
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i14s Tocommendations: That wien an o fensive cpersiaoa .s
launcloo asainst vaemy forces located between tne Song Thu Bon
ard Comg Vu Gia that all ncchanscal means of mcbility availsble
Te muilizad o aeliver large rmbers of USt troow uaits to

e 1097 Likely perab of cealact as gquickly as possadle In
oracr Lo make encmy escape ioprobable if not impossable,

;/ - . - \
¥.D. MAC LTAN, JR. ‘
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1o Gonerels Axtillery support for Phase IIT wns . provided by
mapbwr FoR, 2ad B stelion, 126u Marines on csll. Renforcing
2

14
fires were vroviaed LY Bastery Yo', Zin Betuvzlion, 12th Marines.

Arslhilary support Sor Fhase TIT was timely aad effect. ve.

“he fives vest of vhe 5o 1@ Thy Poo were COquOLL:Q by the
ferwerd cienert ¢f The #3900 watl. the comnand gooup. TxXisting
53C~Ks ©f (Tree V¥ were more unan swifsClent. Prep fices were
aploved elfzct-wely 90100 %0 wie .nitial crossing of the Song
Vu Giz orn The 200a Of I 5NsTe

905 ¢ I Fire. B and I fires were used in a controlled
capa J v g O restoictive ammmition supply rates. However,

Ten H e L Foras were ermlored fLa the opcruu-ons area every
g Uodurarng wie 03eration. flso normel b oand [ fires were
aup.oy2d east of tae Song Thw Don.

e Oreratiomni:

cbsurver 21,0 nvoved very eflcotive In fir
The prep 1ires.

o Sovwemd O »g: Poruerd observers engagel several
t"néet3~57~E§EE?§iu 7. Acwerer, Shese bargeils were of snen
& ficcling naturu Tnev caly the fwet adjust.ng rownds or In
a furcoses tae 3o {ire for offect was eflfectuve, 4 {orward
ing check rounds for

De E%E?,EEEE@‘ Prep fires were employed to cover the
wnitrel rovers ¢ ossing on the morning of 20 sugust. Moxinwm
effectiveness was obsawned by preporing a scnedale of ¢n call

.Zeo when annes wooe prowand Lo crDas 10D

Ce FSCCs A split FSCC was employed. The forward element
WU the comand group exercised couplete conbtrol of fires wesd
0y the Soag Thu Bon., Thas enasbled the firves to be cleared as
rapidly as vossibles The onily problen incurred when Swo unios
witnin close proxindty 0 each other moved together and regques
fircee. Coatrol of fires was diflicult $0 axercise by the FSIC
due 1o no krovlodge of the exact location of these uniis,
ZOWBVED, TR xorna¢u observers witn taese unixts coordinated
ceovesn thomgelves end tac PSCC conltorasd tnis ccoordination

Altaolgn this toos more bine, 13 2.8 allow For effective
coorainntions

de Bhedl FC Sooles Snell HO smoke was used in sevaral
irebarces os L0 moatial narking rownd. I1 proved irelfect.ve

becawse 1% etohies dia aot detonase or it was impossible o
Cuscrve Tac iapact of the round., Alsc 1acoans ab sorooned
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4 Ty - - - e ~ pR- ~ +
tet Mar ne ki- oW rEZ. LTty e correz of the ovfra
It

MeX11eg Voo ¢ DCleVacLa 07

1, «. Ax guprort for Operztron Dwananee was provided by tne

Tion 33

rencortor. 3 rerounsigsta

L0 T we €ler Z0r 7y ard WO 1aser” 1008 Welt ancorg

£ivze TLycd vug o.2 gtretkes and ooz palicopoor YOS fply
3

- )
2 exirac-
! -
lan

- o 9

03700 Wele MULACLSTE

- LIS a - ~

5. 2. vnonet, 4 san. Toerat_oa Swanrnee was evcellent witha
A n g
{

TRE <X200T.0n 0T Thy

{4} Turiwa the cour.c of a five {ignb t
portacoen ar 0 0.4 asked nin 1O cnhson cut grid Sgeare 875
a mreerle Qi g1V on tac VO v Fod oo that €
Lel TL.aT

e

a.d .57 0ae .
1

7ot b T
4

al repes

Ui
ot v
(u]
[
¢7)
¥
D
0 fa
<
o O s,
0ol
8]

2. heocormgndaTiors: It 1s recomnended tnat A0's emgege ouly
> e’ by The rc .6 anlw. Aad 38 The AU

THO3 T IgTs fullent
N 4 o PR, - - 1 “ +
o Boeset o oppertuoit o oan ares ciner than dhat

C

G .¢overs
Qe LN et en

L 4 T otie Z2o0u e Wwrs- hie shelld roke abeolltoly sure
vaet There are no friendly anzts in Tiw arsza.
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s ae mcry forces estimated to bo in the objective ares prior
to comzonceacnt of the operation werc the R=20 Battalion with
a strengto ol approxanately 400 wmen, slus an undebermined
nunber of guerrillag in eoach of the hanlets.

¢
i

be Ovher ~nits considerad o be within rexmforcing disbance
of tnhe arca of opoervation were local hamlet guerrillas with
vandcterninegd streagih, }

s Aneny courses of action were considered to be as follows:

(1) Conduct small scele attacks, ambushes and harressing
assion wvath uwp wo ore bathtalion awgnented by locan guerriilage
(2) Defend with up tc one tattalion augnented by local

{3} Vithdrsw out of area of operation.
{(4) Conduct a aelaying actica to cover tae withdrawl of
tie R=20 battalione

de The enemy cmoloyed capabrlicy (3) and {4) contact was
zade vith at least one coipasy. While approximately 200 VC
wcre ohserved by recomnalssance 0P fleeing T0 the west. VC
broke contact after each engagenent.

e, The erca, parviculawy the harleus, contained elsborate
gystems of trenches and fighting holesg.

f. Terrain Analysis:
(%) Critical fterrain in the area of operations were the

individuel hanicts, the Song Thu Bon and Soang Vu Giza rivers and
the raver dank ca the easterm side of the Song Thu Bon river,

"2} Obscrvavion and Fields of Fires Observation in rice
poaQy sreas was good., Wumerc.s harlets and dease vegetabion
rzgoricted chservatron and reduced fisles of fire.

N~ .. 3 . - -

{5} Cover znd Conceaiment. Cover and concealmnent was
prov.ded by Sanrnels, trencne;, caves, grass aubs, nedgerows
and “omboo feaces 1a tae nonrels. Dikes offered ligrcea cover
Deat 1h TLe Tice oaddles. CoReterLes coasisving of

-
,
~ax3e wCunds aloag bne Song Truw don provided good cover and
3 T

DEGLASSIFIED,

: Telosure (%)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

e == f

\@.
@
@

m DECLASSIEIED

(2} Ovetacles: Natural obsvacles werz limited to vhe
river, Men rmade obstacles werce the nanlets and bamboo fences.
Large mounds in the cemeteries proved to be obstacles o
fracizeds venicles.

(5) Avenues of Approach: The avemues of approach were
covered by fire wilh many of then augmented with righting holes
anC Trenches,

£e Capbured Material, Weapons and Docunents:

(1) Mawcrlol ~ne GOTmACte bapurr 4 vere relurmed wpr ek

st Tin LI &

it 2Bottalash, Bih Marisred gormmd nost.
he VC Tactics:
{1) The VO employed a delaying type acvion with 2t leaud
one conpeny. While meconneissance OP ouserved gpproximately 200
Ve Tleslng to the west. Concealed snipers were employed exXten-
slvely curing and arter tne contact with the delaylng force.

{2) Maneec -nd Booby Traps: There was limited ase of
aines and boooy wraps saroughouv tne operztiocn.

L, Conclusion:

»
{1) There was a rcanforced VC battalion in the area of
operation prior to and on D-Jay.

4
ez rasner than face USMC units whon they believe the tine
ance ploce are 2ot to their advaniage. Small groups of guerrilias
will harrass USMC forces to atlow thoe VC time to exfiltrate.

\2) The VC wall, when possible, w1thdr¢w/exfllt"ate fronm
-

(3) Tnere are stall foriified arvas within the area of
oporation a3 well as an undeverrmined nunber of guerrillas.

{4) Main forcc V¢ units can and do reenver the area 0y
mdl iration enytine USMD wa-ts axe not physically in tne arcae
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