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HEADQUART SRS
33 Battalion, 9th Marines
3d Marine Division (Rein) FMF
¢f/o FPO, San Francisco, California

“sfemtale
005750
1 November 1966

Froms Commanding Officer
Tos Commanding Officer, 9th Marines

Subyj: Compmand Chronology
Ref:s (&) Div0 5750.1 \:

Encl: (1 v Command Chronology 1~31 October 1966
2) "S=2 Journal
.3} S=3 Journal
P 'Lessons Learned dtd 1 November 1966
Nt 5) After Action Report for period 041500H July - 2811200H October#ddsq7
_Operation Order 326-66

1. In accoxdance with reference (a) enclosures (1) through (6)
are submitted,
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COMMAI‘ID CHRONOLOGY 1-31 OCTOBBR 1966

1. Ogga,nizatlon Da.ta. .

as

Des:l.gnatlon Loca.tlon-

= () Bd Battalion, 9th Marmes

(2)

(4n Hoa)

b

g4

v
v

-31 October 1966 occupied Battal:.on CP v10. (AT 8‘754'73)

Péi:iod co'v;ereds
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1-31 October 1966

Commanding Offlcer

S=1

€O,

co,

lC_O’

o,

.54
COQ‘

;Co.

Co.

Co..

Executive Officer '

!lI" :

Mg

'I;L!I

wyn .

CO, H&»S Coe

Average Monthly Strength:
| USMC OFfiGer smmemca—i® 327
_USMC Enlisted =wwi—e—m 892

USN Offlcer - e s W e an a 5

USN Enlisted mmmmmme-= 51

.

(1)

Ce Comma.ndiqg Off:.cer, Staff and Prinnipa,l Subordmate : o

F.D.- MA.C LEAN, JR. Ma.jo:r: ’

. 1-31:0ctobér . 1966 - -
o :J Go M:ETAS' MaJor
" 1=31:0ctober 1966

J Go MA.S, HaJOI'
-10 October 1966 -

. GeDe “NAVADEL, Captain

11=31 October 1966

¢.S. TUTT, 2ndLt,.

1-31 Qctober 1966 _
W.EB, KONRATH| Capta.in
1=31 October 1966 -
H.L. TIEXING, 2ndLt,
1-31 October 1966°

G.D. NAVADEL, Captain

1=-10 October 1366

N J-J-'CLM, 1Stl.lt.
" 11-31:0October 4966
. Je2: GILES, Ca.ptain_‘ :

1-31 October 1966
G.Z. YARBROUGH, Captain.
=31 October 1966

T.7. SHIRLEY,.Captain
1-31 October 1966

C.R. WAITS, 2ndLt. - -
1=10 October 1966

WeR. NORTHCUTT, Captain
11-31 Ootobexr 1966 -
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2. 8Significant Bvents:

a. Personnel:

(1) vounded in Action =—-—ee—e—em 22 EMedEVac 11)
23 Killed in Action =-ceeeewwe- 3 (All MedBEvac)
3) Died of Wounds 0

(43 Non=Battle Dasualtiogememmee 43 (MedBvac 23)
5

Total MedBvac: 37

Non-Battle Degths emeem—ecce=

b. Intelligence:
(1) sSitustion:.

(a) There was a decrease in enemy sightings and activity
the first -two-weeks of October. This condition was balanced by an
increase of traffic over mountain trails fringing this Battalion's
TAOR. Increase of traffic was observed by Company “D", 3d Division
Reconnaissance Teams. Decrease of VO activity against Marines and
ARVN units was due to enemy efforts directed towards the harvesting,
collection and staging of the local harvest.

On 10 October a document was found by Company "L" on a VC KIA
giving information concerning enemy tactics and activities from 15
October to 25 October, The document outlined VC missions during the
three month rionsoon season, It urged them to "Get out and faght",

On 23 -Oclober, the S=2 Officer, and scouts executed a road recomnn=
aissamce from 3d Battalion, 9th Marines Command Post south and west
to coordinates (AT 857434)to report on road trafficability. The road
wag found impassable by unmounted troops, tire vehicles and Ontoa.
LVT's could ford the rcad snd crogs the submerged bridges. All bridges
were found to be intact. Water. depth at coordinates (AT 857434) was
approximately 68", The flooding of the road was caunsed by heavy rains
on the 21at and 22nd, On 24 October the S—-2 unit traversed the same
road to coordinatea (AT 844416) and found the road above water and
passable except for one washout and two bridges that would not support
LVT'S. X

A captured VC dlary obtained by Company "M" from a VC KIA
disclosed -his movements and activities from 20 July to 25 October,
the day before his ‘death, Enemy contacts increased after 15 October
and included probing actions within 300 meters of An Hoa airstrip.
Durang these probes on the nights of the 27th and 28th, the Scout
Section operated a Night Observation Pevice on the northeast area
of the battelion perimster, a1l these probing actions after .15 October
were against HF and PF unitse

ir

(2) ‘ Enclosure (1)
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ce Training: Training during this period was directed toward
maintaining a high degree of prcficiency in combat skills. Special
training was conducted for all replacement personnel prior to

essignments to company units. Ref: 3d Battalion, 9th Marines Order
1500,.1,

d. Commmication - Electronics:

The Communications Platoon continued to provide communications
support for operations within the in Hoa TAOR.

There were aseveral electrical problems and power failurés, The
Message Center often did not have enough power to operate their
equipment and the Technical Shop did not have enough power to operate
test equipment. This wes due to the amount of power required without
adequate equipment or material to.meet the demand.

On 18 October, electricians from MB=6 arrived at this CP and
commenced to install electrical wiring. They estimated that it
would %take from four to six weeks to complete the job. As of this
date they have installed wiring in seventy huts. The main lines will
be ingtalled after all the huts are completed.

e. Close Combats

Operation Macon:

During the period 1 October - 281200H October 1966 the 3d
Battalfon, 9th Marines conducted search and clear operations,
local patrnls, ambushes and established PPB's along Liberty Road,
ferry site and within the respective company TAOR to counter and
minimize any enemy activities along and in the vicinity of Liberty
Road from in Hoa to the southern bank of the Song Thu Bon, GS
(9253). Operation Macon terminated 261200H October 1966.

Operation Kem:

At 201815H October 1966 Company "I" departed this CP enroute
Nong Son Coal Mine area in support of 2nd Battalion, 5ist ARVN
Regiment., , K

4t 211240 October 1966, 3d Battalion, 9th Marines chopped
OPCON of Company "I" to 2nd Battalion, 33 Marines in support of
Operation Kern. At 211745H October 1966 this Battalion assumed OPCON
of Company "A", 1st Battalion, 26th Marines and assigned them
resgponsibility previously held by Company "I".

(4) Enclosure (1)
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(b) Battalion Scout activities:

Bat¥alion Scouts were attached to Company “L". They operated with
platoon and squad size patrols, and prepared intelligence reports
on the terrain and bamlets in Company "L" TAOR.

Cn the 19th of October one Scout was attached to Company "I for
Operation "Kern". The othex Scouts were on stand-by and conducted
road reconnaissance patrols to determine trafficability of the road
leading south toward Operation "Kern".area.

One Scout remained on OP Zulu along with one 81 Forward Oberver,
The Scouts also assigihi* in processing captives.,

(2) Enemy Lossess
(a) Persomnel:
(). 7¢ K14 (Conf) emeew= 4

' ‘ (eg VC KIA (Prob) =ee=ew- 11
- (3) V0S == 8

(b) Destroyed fnemy Material:

§1) Bunkerg =weeseecnase 9
2) Caves 1

(¢) Destrogzd/Captured Equipment:

&1) Boohy Traps =e=eece- 1
2) Land Mineg ~=-==-=w~ 8 M=Z26 Grenades -
‘ 5 10%mm Rounds
4 Box Mines
1 301t. H.BE. Mne
1 Blasting Cap
1 Tomato Can Anti-Personnel
Mine
1 81om Round
1 Flare
130 rounds T.62mn Ammunition
1 M~ ,30cal. round
) "Miscellaneous Foodstuffs
- ' 1 Pharmecopia

(3) Weapons Captured:

(1) 1-7.62mm CHICOM Assault Rifle Type 56
22; 3-CHICOM Fragmentation Grenades
3) 1=-M-2 American Carbine

(3) - Enclosure (1)
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At 251630H October 1966, upon termination of Operation Kerm,
ond Battalion, 3d Marines relinguished OPCON of Company "I} 3d
Battalion, 9th Mar:a=s. At 251915H October 1966 chopped OPCON ‘of
Company "AM, 1st Bzttalion, 26th Marines to their parent organization.

f. Pire Svpport and Fre Suvport Coordingtion:

(1} Battery "F", 2nd Pattalion, 12th Marines, in direct
support of 3d cattalion, 9un llar.ines; firing in support of Operation
Kern and the 3d Reconnaissance Battalion, fired a total of one-
hundred end thirteen missions. Of the total missiong fired fifty-one
were in suppor: of Jorward observers, thirty-erght were in support
ol reronnaisgance c¢hservation pogts, twenty-one unobserved missions
on reporis of enenmy activity from local intelligence sourves, and
four were prep fires. Of the one-hundred and thirteen missions forty-~
four were in suppoxt of Operation Kern. Artillery support was
generally excellsri r~nd there:w®? no major difficulties in providing
artillery supporb. BEiistiag stocks of class V were adequate in spite
of the ilerge volune of fire in the Kern area.

(2) The daily HiI fires averaged twenty concentrations and
sixty rounds expended until 20 October when the number of HkI fires
decreesed o compensate for the large volume of fire in support of
Operation Kern. The greater numbexr of H&I fires fell west of rthe
Song Thu Bon,

(3) Artillery fires resulted in a total of one-hundred and
three confi~med Viet Cong Killed-and another two~hundred and seventy -
geven Hroba.le killed.

g. lLogigtics:
(1) Supply and Distribution:

1

(a) . Accountability of flak-juckets and jungle . |
utilities was changed .fron reusponetble officer to Huftiimal,

(b) Supply completed the move from Regimental Rear
to 4n Hoa. ) i

i

(2) Transportation:

€

(a) Entire Motor Transport Section now located and
operating in An Hosa.

(b) This Battalion has been put on the Division .
Courier Schedule. R '

(5) ‘ Enclosure (1)
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(3) Constructions

(a) MCB-6 has completed 83 tropical huts as of this
report.

(b) MCB-10 has completed 500' on the west end and 300!
on the cast end of the extension and Las fmproved ~ the An Hoa airstrip.

h. Air Suppors: “

The following is a gynopsis of air activity for the month
of October 1966.

(1) 125 persons were nedically evacuated by helicopter.
(2) 5 helicopter resupply missions
- (3) 14 reconnaissance insertions
(4) 14 reconnaissance extractions
(5) 2 helicopter air recomnaissance
(6) 17 fixed wing escorts
(7) 4 fixed wing air strikes were conducted 3% of which
were controlled by air observers, one controlled

by 33 Batbalion, 9th Marines persommel.

(8) 2 UH-1E air gtrikes were conducted, both of which were
controlled by 34 Battalion, 9th Marines personnel,

(9) % occasions, "Puff-the=Magic Dragon" AC~47 operated in
support of Recotmaisdence Battalion patrols in the area.

i. Medical and Dental Supports:

(1) The medical status of this Battalion is presently

excellent, There has been g marked decrease in gastroenteritis as
well as a lower aincidence of gkin infections.

(2) There have been 270 visits to the BAS this month;
261 Marines and 9 Navy. This is better than a 50% decrease over last

month. Fifty=one (51) persons were admitted to the BAS Ward and 39
non-battle casusltias were evacuated to Da Nang.

‘ v - (6) Enclosure (1)
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(3) The lack of medical supplies and vaccines has been
corrected, The immunization program will therefore be resumed.

(4) There has been a significant improvement in the arca of
ganitation,

(5) wath the addition of four new corpsmen the medical
platoon 1s noe only two under strength.

(6) The BAS has increased its Med Cap Program. Presently
the Med Cap Tean visits thres locations twice a week. There hag been
a 400% increase in those treated. This month the total was 8,040.

(7) There have been 13 cases of venereal disease this
month. This is an-increase of 25% over last month.

(8) Dental: During seven working days of this month the ~
Dental Clinic was not supplied electrical power. They still saw
166 patients of whom 117 were Marines and 49 Vietnamese civalians.
They accomplished a total of 390 procedures; 329 on Marines and
the remaining on Vietnamese civiliana,

Jo Chaplain Support:

(1) Divine Servicess

(a.) Protestant

(1), Number .of services =mm= 17 ‘ -,
"~ (2) Total Attendance =em-== 301

(b) Catholic

(1) Number of Services ===- 14
(2) Total Attendance ==e=w-= 140

(2) Significant Events: ..  __

(2) Chaplain James A. Ammons relieved Chaplain Max
Dunks as Battalion Chaplain on 3 October 1966,

(b) PFC John A. Brewer Jr. was assigned to the Battalion
Chaplain as clerk on 18 October 1966.

(3) Memorial Services = 2 (Lina Company and Mike Company)

(4) Civil Affairs:

The Battalion Chaplain accompanied the Civil Affairs
Sergeant in the delivery of 27 boxes and a set of carpenter tools
to the pastor of the Evagelical Church at Phu Da on 11 October 1966.

i (n Encl%g*e (9)

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

- v - . s s

4

k. Civic Affairs:

(1) Puwlic Yoalth: The Public Health activities conducted

this month evoived zreund the Med Cap Program. A total of 8040
c1viliagns were treatad medically during the month. 12 persons

received evacuation assistance., Dental Med Cap was held waih treat-

ment given to 84 civilians,

(2) Pitlic Welfare: DTublic Welfare activities included the

distribution of 150 gallons of Kuoc Man, (faish oil) and 400m of
cloth. captwel frop V0o Thr-s2 ;tems were distributed to refugees
within the Battalion TAOR. ’

(%) Public Sofety: Operation Macon continued this month as

a clear and hold ovegration along Liberty Road designed to provide
security for the civilian as well as military elenents engaged in
road improvement and is contimiing to provide special security for
civilien vehicles oa lLiberty Roed,

v

(4) Givilian Improvemep:: A school building was completed

this month in Mau Charh, Yuyen t-wwv Village. 3d Battalion , 9th Marines
provided the sheet metal for rooring. 60 wooden boxes and a woodwork

kit were deliversd to the school to construct furniture. 25 wooden

boxes and a woodwork kit were delivered to the Protestant pastor in

FPhu Da (2) %o help with work on a church,

(5) Bducation: English language classes have been conducted

tri-weekly f.r 25 personsg in the An Hoa Industrial Complex. 300

school books were delivered to Duc Duc District, and An Hoa Complex

for use in lczal schools,

(6) Psychological Warfare:

(a) Primary Themes:

1. Chieu Hoi

2. Inevitabality of Viet Cong Defeat

3, Why USMC are in Vietnam

4. VWhy Liberty Road is important to the people

(b) Means of Disseminations

1. Land Broadcast (12 hours)
2. Manual Distribution of 200 newspapers and
250 magazines

(8) Enclo§?re (1)
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HBADQUARTSRS
3d Battalion, 9th Marines
3d Marine Division (Rein) FMP
cf/o Fr0, San Franciscoy California

3/HAR elc
3400.1
1 Fovenmber 1966

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commending Officer, 9th Marines

Subjs Combhat After Action Reporxts mbmisaion of

‘ Refs Eag DivO 3100,1B
3d Mar. Div, FragQ 408-66
¢) 9th Mar. Frag0 189-66
3d Battalion, 9th Marines After Action Report dtd 4 August 1966 °
3d Battalion, 9th Marines After Action Report dtd 25 Aug. 1966 S’¢U,T'
,%f) 33 Battalion, 9th Merines After Action Report dtd 14 Aeg? 1966
g) 34 Battalion, 9th Marines Command Chronology dtd 1 Aug. 1966
hg 3d Battalion, 9th Marines Command Chronology dtd 4 Sept. 1966
3d Battalion, 9th Marines Command Chronology dtd 2 Oct. 1966
ag 3d Battalion, 9%h Marines Command Chronology dtd 1 Nov. 1966
34 Battalion. 9th Marines Special Situation Report Number
, 452 Operation Macon dtd 280900 2 Oct. 1966
(1) 3d Battalion, 9th Marines Leagsons Learned dtd 1 Aug. 1966
(n) 3d Battalion, 9th Marines Lessons Learned dtd 1 Sept. 1966
Eng "4 Battalion, 9th Marines Lessons Learned dtd 1 Oct. 1966
©) :d Battalion, 9%h Marines Lessons Learned dtd 1 Nov, 1966

. 1. In accordance with roference {a) the following report is submitted.

2. References (b) and (o) promulgate Migsion and Concept of Operation
from higher command, The After Action Report on Operation Macon 1s
submitted using After Action Reports in references (d) through (f);
monthly Command Chronologies in references (g) through (j)4 Special
Situation Report mumber 452 Operation Macon in reference (k)j and
monthly Legsons Learned in references (1) ¢hrough (o).

B , '
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P.D, MAC LEAN, JR.
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1. Code Name,  QOparatiom Vaccn

— - o . 28

2. Dajes of Cperat/ci. O41500H July 1966 - 28120CH Co cber 1966

¥. Loneticme Qang Nom Province ( Duy X:yen and Duc g)m District)

M Y

he Lo

natMa 1Ea
%

a mmesle e =

'
ar,’

[

»3 Fehan ca. Lo Moz (471 Julr Mejor GOB, GROTED
Cl Avge - 28 Ocle Iy v .» D, MM LEAN, JR.

5 Taak Grgamzainor,

-

23 Bz eiica- Ok tmires

‘ tmpoiaran Exnntesg piatonn - .
S Battevy, Zal 3eoteoiuon, .2 h Marines
ond Ei.toon, Corpay 'O, 23 4nnn datk Battald tor i

23 Jlavcon, Cempany Mo ‘;d Fagiaeer Ba'talion | 7
erd P atoon, C’)nr-amy Ty Au Tark Rattacion
Ceraay "B (=), su ArLt*Lo Fabktai-_on

Z2a Comraar, 2nd Bahte'.one > w5 ATVN Zegunent

6, Cunycrmizug Forces. R-fer to avlaillewy, air and armor enclosures

T T
of refareniss (a)- ey end ().
n; 'lL;gf“ces Pefer o varagrarh (7) of refersnce (d); enclosure

.
(% * T it
rcfe enses ' 1)y (b)-

c23 (e} and (£}: encicsure (1), paregragh 2.0 cf
’ A

) md (35,
8. lMission. PRefer o zacegeeph (a) of wefevenre {c):; paragraph (8)

. or refaresces (3). “e) a1 (2.

9. Concept of O Qperatiome Refer %o pa,evrap‘l (3) of reference (c);
parasraphs (9 0- Titecenses (d), (e) and (£),

10. FExecuvion. Refer to raragraph (3) of reference (¢); paragraph

(10) ©of references (d), (e) and (f); artillery, air and armor enclosures
of references (d), (e) and (f); enclosures (1) paragrarh 2.e of
references (g), (h), (1) and ().

’

11s Resultse
ae Friendly Casualties '

213 KIA cmmmmee 25
2) WIA =w=em== 145 ;

(53 Mij mmrwemem O ]
(4) MBU mmmmeem 9

bl -:"-vlw#‘.*—’ (1)
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Enemy Casualties

(1) X1a (Confg ———rn 384
22; KIA (Prob) =e——=— 614
3} VCC -— 5
24) VCs - 99
5) WIA Captured —me-- 1

Weapons/Bquipment Captured

(1) 7 - 105mm Duds

(2) 1 = 155mm Dud

3} 9 - 60mm Duds

4) 2 - 82mm Duds

5) 3 - 81mm Duds

%6) 1 = 90mm Dud

7) 3 - 5Tm Duds

(8) 1 - Rifle Grenade

(9) 1 - Ammunition Dump Destroyed

(10) 480 - Rounds .30 Caliber Ammmnition
(11) 1 - Cannister C~4
§12) 2 - 55 Gallon Drums of Kerosene

13) 1 - Cartridge Belt
(14) Assorted Facks and Documents

15) Medical Gear and Clothing

16) 2 - Gas Masks

i7) 1 = 7.65mm German Pistol

18) 1 = .38 Caliber Smith & Wesson Pistol
9; 3 = U,S. M=1 Rifles
0) 1 = K=50 Machinegun
1% T -~ Grenades
2) T - CHICOM Grenades
3) 13 - M-26 Grenades

5 = Shoebox Mines

-~ M~-79 Round
M~1641 AP Mines
M-14 Rifle
CHICOM Carbines
- Russran Rifle
=~ Thompson Sub~Machinegun
- Edson Rifle
- 7+62mm Machinegun
~ 301b. H.B, Mine
~ 7+62mm CHICOM Assault Rifle Type 56
- M=-2 American Carbine i

i

N
O
~—r
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d, Tortifications Destroyed

(1) Trencrkline =—mmmee—=aee 2918 Meters
2) Coveved Trerchline =--- 300 Meters

32 TUACLING cmmmrmeameames - 4624 Feet
4) BNEre memmmam e emem 1476
(5) F.gh ing Holes =rmeeee - 596
() T 75 =Y S — 3
ET) TLiEELIMNG o runnmmnw —em= 200 Meters
8) Structy €3 acmmemnoe———. 122
(9] soider Foles ame sswmma= 51
(TOS Man Tzang rems meeme—— 12

12, Adrinigbration. Pesupply of Class I through Class V items was
accomplished by eiprovrt prorsided by FLSG utilizang fixed wing airrcraft
in accordance wat:y praviougly establighed procedures. Truck convoys
were u-1lized to suppleasrs ax delivery after Laiberty Road was opened
in late Avgust. Tovarcs =he laser phases ef *tne operation, operating
units eusfescd cone delay ta recuprly dae to monscon raims limiting
air delivery capabalivy,

13, Commsnd Anelycis. Refer %o paragraph (13) of references (d),
(e) and \f)3 z<eremcas (1)« {n), (n) and (o).

(3
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3/SGF/iczc *
- . / 12 Hovember 1966

FIRST ENDCRSEMENT on CO, 3dBn, 9th Marines After Action Report of
1 Hovember 1966

From: ~Comsidnding Officer, 9th llarines
To: Commending General, Third lMariné Division (Rein)

Subj: Combats Operations After Action Report

1. Regddressed gnd forwarded. g E 6

. ROBERT M. RICHARDS

ooty m4a) ;c]}g vy -

dabl 15082~ A1o24
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