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1. TI3IG" TION.
3d Betvelion, 9%h Marines Liratanant Colonel G. €. COOL
1~ ¥iDecember 1957
SURQORDIN'TS UNTTS
%S Comeny 1stLt J. 4, POPT
1-21 Tecemher 1967
Captain J. S, GRIBILL
20-31 Decermber 1967
Coly ny I Captsin W, *, CONGTR
1-31 Decemher 1967
Coox av K Captain 4. XK. '™RD
1=%1 Dacember 1957
Co. any L Captein J. S ADAMS

1-31 December 1967

Co. yerm M UHELASS’F’EB Captain R, A, O'NTILL
: 1431 Dec=mber 1957

2. LC: TION,

-

1~.1 December 1957 - TIOY VWL ¥, “wr~ "_i Province, Republic
of Vietnzm,

3. 3LFT OFWICIRS.

- -

ecuurve Officer Mjor R L., J MY
1=7 December 1%7

l“’ngcr J, P OTLIV ‘J}ur
R e srs

g-1 1stlt R. B, POSTL ¥ IT
1-15 December 1967

1gtLt H, DUGAS
15-31 Tmcember 1957
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1stlt B, B, BRYI/N
1-31 December 1987

5-3 Me yor 3, 7, G RDWER
N 1-31 December 1967
Gt Major R. ', AUSPIN

™ 1 =4 December 1967

C7ptain J. L. TRUDS+T
5.31 Dacember 1967

5-5 1sL%t J. L. PETOL WD, JR.
131 Decem>er 1967

4o  ATIRLE SIRTGT,
TSMC Usy
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PART IT

¥ PR TIVE SUMM RY

Duriqz the period 1-31 Iecember 1967, this hzttelion continued in
the defease and ocoupation of TION SON L M (XD 982545) %o include the
migsion of denying the enemy 2ccess through the vROCKPILI! eref, coOne-
ductin’ szcurity operations on Route #9 in assizred A0, conducting
oper® v tns o interdict enery locatiems -nd destzey enemy forces in 10,
conductin convoys from TION SON L M to Cf LU, and maintaing a patrol

base at C&L LU (YD 012455) 1o deny access throush CA LU ~nd 3/ LOMG
~ Veller.

In -ddition to the battelion's normal missiony the t-sk of desim-
ing, md providing security for, the construction of the Combat Oper” tans
Base ¢4 & LU wgs added to our mission,

0n 1912478 Becember 1367, vhile resupplyins the C* LU Combat
Oper- 5.1 3Bage, ¢ resunply convoy wgs ambushed enroute on Route #9
at XD 989503, The ambush wes lmmediately supressed snd the sonvoy
complaied the resupply.

Cn 2513307 Decerber 1967, Compeny K returnsd fraw Camp € RROLL
where tier had been since 28 November 1%7. Compeny X displaced to

Cr LU Goadet Operetins Bage on 26 Decerer 1967. On 28 >

3 B 1
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1957 Co v, ny I returned from the KU/ GII! Br.dre (YD 027563231'15,?@%‘!5
I res ("‘D 035515) vhere thev had been s.roe- 4 Vovember 1967. Company
K and I h~d relieved forces for prrbticiravion 1m Overation KENTUCKY.
The Brevo Commnd Group beron cooruirzvii all functions and active
ities 11 ftae O LU ares on 27 December 1967

1 addartion, durins the period 1-31 December 1967, the battrlion
conducted e. tensive small unit patrols; embushes, =nd IP's,

P RT IIT r
1. FMF or~remization committed to combat.
a, Corbet missions asglgned.
(1) Deny enemy access trrouzh "ROCKPILIWTION S0™ I M areas

(2) Conduct operrtions to maintain security of MSR Route #9
in £0.

(%) Conduct operations to interdict enemy LOC's and destroy
enewy forces in mss.gned /0.

(A Conduct convoys from TION SOF LM to Gf LU.

(5) Provade security for the duildines of the C/ LU Combatb
Opextra 3ose.

b Sicraficant opereationg comducted. MNone,
¢. Casualties inflicted on the enemv
(1) KIA CONfirmed —rme = mmmmmcr e v Q)
(2) EIP Proh-ble w——mmmmemmme e e O

d., Ceswlties sustrined,

) S T e — 0
) (2) XU (W30) ———mmmmmmm e mmee e -0
G I e — 2
() "IN e T
(5) L (W0) —m~mommmmmme e -— 8

e  farr fechniques employed. Yone.

4
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f. Cowend relations, Commend relat.ons with all swportinz units
continuzd to be excellent. Coordineticn a d ~ssistence recelved on all
levels of cormand functions Yas been e-.eilent, During the period 1-31
Imcember 1957 this battalion rems.ned under the OPCON of the 3d Marine
Regiaent.

= =

g. Equipment, DIuring this period there were no seriocus problems

with equaijyment znd normal Merine Corps lssue ses sufficlent in 2ll
Tespects.

n. Loristics.
(1) Supply and Redistribution.

(a) The month of Deceuber wes mmotiher huay pericd for the
Supply Section. The Supply !ssistance Te m £pno IIT MF grent 2
days wait™ tie wnit., The toam pointed out problem 7reas; and rave
helpful i 1fermation on how to correct those arsas,

(b) The transportotion problem which existed has now heen
resolved, The Supply Section now has cts own vehicle ard frailer,
This eachles a daily check o e mode of the difierent maintenance
sections and the flight lines for items turned in for revpalr and nev
supplice coing 1in,

(¢) Swpmlies heve been coming 1n vory well this month but
there m g 2lso been 7 larre 1mflix of new personnel. '’e have ewner=
lenced difficulty in procirring sufficirent individucsl weapons and
equipneat, This has often caused some delay in sendins replacement
persomnel to the fiecld. This situation is expected to i1mprove next
month » en other personnel are to rot-te.

(2) Tranaportstion,

(2) Durin~ the nonth of Tecemher most of our organic
treéngoori-tion has Yaen off deadline.

(b) Vehicles ere bein~ tmshed d~1ly to compensate for
the muddr ro2d eonditions browdit by the monscon serson.

o) ™ ~ 711‘1 LI 17 - oo - A o~
end the 274/ 2 baecengs of extremel - pous ruv-a ¥ontL tions.

(d\ 9th Motor Trensnort 3-ttalion recently essigmed one
! . 1
tyick for deily househola use ot Comp ROCKPIL ™.

{~) Mrscelleanous.

(a) Pawmly ~f = LT b7 ~-myoy has cal
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difficultyr on seversl occesions bocause of extremely muddy roads vitlun
the ¢ 1U Cowbat Opemtinz Base, Thes= rosupply convoys have offen re-
tumed to IOVG I just prior %o duaf, Un one occesaion a convoy had to
remall 7t Camp ROCTPILE overni ht md could not return to DOFG I+ until
appraxiy tely 1100 the followine day. Helicopter resmpply of C* LU
hag proven to be nost effective wien this support 1s aveiladle.

(») ™e non~availability of fork 1ifts at DOMG A/ oconbinues
to cansc deleys in the loadine of resurply vehicles.

(¢) This month the Logistics Section moved from DOVG B/
to Ca.y ROC.TFILE., Thais engbles the section to maintein closer contact

with t10 wmits being supported and with the Logistics Section of
the ?d lirrines.

iI. Civic Joction.

(1) Tae 3ravo Comrend Group assumsd control of MIDC: P activity
a.t 8] LUI

(2) The food shortrme in CI N RO Moni~smerd Tamlet hes been
allievyi~ ved considerably by the sguisdbid of approvimtely 5,000
pounds of whett and ofts for digbribubion to the villarers,

(3) /n S~5 Representative 13 presently located At ¢ LU to
effact wie distribution of the -%ove food stuffs ~nd to rerort on the
rro7ress of activities at thet location.

(4) In meetinrs with US ID representedtives and CAM LO Drstrict
Offic1i~1g 1t w03 decided to consolidete UV I RO Eamlet with L/NG KE'T
Hamlat ot t1e latters loe-tion, It wis also decrded to relocate the
populction of 3 TH/ I'7 Vietnamese Yemlet in the € " LO Refuzee Vall -e
The coigolidebion of the tiro Montegnrrd Y'nlets 19 being effected at
present 1A the Vietn mese move will follow ~c soon -8 Airection in
recerved troit Frovinece. Indications show 3+ 9 Y to heve sbrong
VO/Vr off1liztien vhich would be severed Y movans the weople to
CMILO ©Sucdh & move would =dditiomallv provide nore rice land te the
Mont? a>~ds v10 are cooperative and lrck sufficient sources of food.
The w21 1311~ villare, onoe consolidated, would “ave the advantare of
inercasad security since the G/ LU unit will be required to cperxete
arownd oaly one vill?ze rather then tYree £s has been the crse,

(5) The Division Personel Response Contact Team WP s been
requestad to make & present-tlion to this hattali~m,

J  -dinistration. There vere no sdministretive difficulties
encownterad during this period.

o
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%, Personnel, Rerlecsnt personnel h~ve dbecn available in
suffrcrent quentities to replece icsces du> to combat ~nd rot~tricon
to CO.TUS.

1, Intelligence,
(1) ‘erther,

(2} Temperature - the avara~e high for the month was
80 de~recg fehrenhert, The mrn mnimum tempereture ran~ed betwean
67 = 72 de rees fahreniert,

(1) Wnds - during the month of Decarher the winds were
mostly fro1 the north off norther st »t en averare of § to 9 knots
per our.

{c) Prec.pitatiom - the precepitation wee preatest durine
the firgt hzlf of the month,. The acouml~ted ancunt of o inf-11l dury e
the oonty we 12,15 anches,

(d) Humidity - the rel-tive humdity avereesod 80%,

(e) Clouds =~ clcudiness decreased 2after the tenth of the
month, Clcouds vrere broken to scattered =t 2,000 feets The sun shom

throw ™ 8 out of 10 & ys» Ground fof occurred between 2400 - 0200
hours

(£) Viaibilits - visibilitr ~vorerad 7 - 10 miles Aurine
the roagu .

(2) Terrein.

(a) USMC obgerv-trom nost, RO IL™ (7D979558) 1s the
most dow1wmt terrein ferture in the =ro- ~nd -~rovides the hast
chgervov 01 of the 0. Te other domin wt t-rrain ferdurss in the
20 incluge #0e¢ Rozor Backt ("D 9%4573) -~nd 7111 504 (XD 955457).

(‘o) The tarrain 1n the *0 1¢ Meovy hrug and wnderrrowrb,
sofle ©F 1lc1i 13 secondPry Jungles. In t-e lowr valley fress, elediant
grigs 13 redomin~nt from knee hism to *ead hirsh,

{c) The mountains and hills 1n the /0 rnze from grodual
slopin, "1lls to shesr oliffs, Ths mounteins re not 30 stoep thot
$roop~ o n 110t move up thew fullv comb~t lo-dad,

(d) The dominant streims and rivers 1n the /0 include

the SOG ¢l LO, SOVG TRINI ¥IW, end the RIVTRE IW AU V; TRI, There
are nuarovs shall seasonal streams in the 10 vhich run fast ayd

" IRLSSIFED =
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(e) Roeds - the rorts . uth ro VD 999554) a’zo (Y;ég:&%%)

is m =1l eather road and sceurat. ¥y m o *he map JIHON DOC
K, Siocts 634270 snd 6342_1

(£) Villeges -~ all vili-zes excepl thoge around ¢ 1T
(YD o1 3553) ¢re destroyed but can be recognized as suche The villa~esm
eround C. LU are presently occupied

(g) Observations and F.elds of Firoe — the thick brusgh and
vinos rach cover the mounteins severcely h-mper obsarvetion and fields
of firo TMre low gragsy grers of for excellirt obasrvetion and fields
of fire., The lavlewls Ars cither covered wriil wide™ dbruch vhich linits
obgarve s1t severcly or ts mmeshl-nd or old rice prddies covered mitn
knee a1~ 1o vra 9t higd gress -md permits excellenl nbservation ~nd
fields of farre,

(h) Cover ~nd Comceslmant - conmeerl-.a%, except 1n tho
areas of LlXr rross, 1s excellent to outatendine Tr.re 1s e~czllent
cover 11 t1e aren,

(1) Obstrcles - the major obsticles for foot troops is
thick bYrus1, parts cf +hich cre eslmost 1 panetretoble, The stre-ng
and riv.os duringe and ~Uter rfins hecome ohstacics., 'heel and track
vehicleg ere restricted to road trevel because of wet mershy lowlands
and sbtecp hills

(3) Lending “ones - HL7!s arce iimited to low grassv arcas,
rice p dlies, zZentle slopins hills, or hill tops which are covared 1in
grassg

(3) Tmemy Siturtion - from reports rec:iivad, 1t is helleved
that al. aabs of the 1015t Reriment 1s loc»t 1 #t YD 920500. Elements
of t13 18uv1 Regaiment 2% ¥D 670570, and forbtified peositrions along the
valleyr evhendins fron {D 870620 to XD 878517,

(4) Enemy /ctivity - emerp activity 1n th2 srer of the
"ROCIPILE" 2ad Cr LU hes been congidersWlv lisrt, Wowsver, 2 resugply
convor -5 a.hushod ot XD 982508 on 19 Decarbhar lso, €5 LT
receivad 5 rounds of 50mm mort~r fire outside tne parirmetor. * totol
of frre suztings occured durinz the month. Turerous fighting holes
nave heea found in the /0. In one Instance a ner trail wes found st
barboo < 2d rock trall markers, trees nt1 white painted rings end frash
¥V boot mints,. patmol recerved small arms fira, + t4e¢ sight of
the coavoy arbush, 20 fig-timg voles were found along with one TWE .
block mt Dblegtine caps, ta1l section of s RPG round,; one RI'G boostar,
and nuiesmz bloody bendases,
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A Cotmnscentions. The Comu atinc . Pia*son ceontinecd to provade
normal suphort for the battsl onme oc s 1L 1 o~ edd_ Loupl oupport
wWag orotidads

{17 Rrd1o Section 1umils..t suppacnentery mairo sculpment
for 0oy I to omorote on the Rerument~l Tretleal Tet at the KHI
GHI Brz? ¢ Tosition, Durins the p.ricd 1 thru 10 Decerher, the
gectina ~rov.aded the Comrniine Cfficer with a KEY-8 copabiluty at
the C. LT Conbet Oprerstins Bisce Lt ilso provided recsomel,
thres (5) J‘J/PR’}-QS’S and two (2) " 292's for the Brevo Command
Growy esuv=Yiiched $0 svordin~te fctivities ~t the ¢ LU Combat
Opervin, 3 ge. ‘n eadrtiomal frequency ves obtainad from the

3d Meracs ~md v g alotted ¢ the Trove Com-nd for 1ts owm Trevo
Tacticzl =t,

(?) Legsare (Laiter Sectror - asswred T dve & of nrocescing,
Sgtrirulngg, A4 f1l & = 0 mes, res, This s r..ulted in = more
centrelared "nd cificient cor rol of 211 cour 2 T ELT G

(3} Commmnicetions Sun~lr - roved from DUIG T to Comp ROCTPILY
Few c2 .rmi..cptinng stmnly _nslruciilons were published lo cenvzelirze the
Surn-iny .icc up cvesuaticn, repair, 2nd accoun.hility or all
COFETUALC L1 0N SOUINLL Tu,
(4) T opereiion of two (2) Combat Opcratin- Brscg hog
requalce® aruwapicnt augnmontato . The following auvzment-t.on
2QuiD 1. 1v v 8 Doolt reguested
{#) Ten (10) = */PRC-25's
(b) Fave (5) ech -~ T'-1/PT T 312/2I, -nd 0 8
(¢) tne (1) ~ ¥/TRC-27
(¢) on= (1) ®T 524
(2) Two (2) = ¥Y36 for Was ororetrions

n Faire Supmort.

(1) Taits 1n darect support of this bett~lion during the month
of Dec. e wmre

(2) 15t Bettalion, 12t4 Mrrines

() 4 Bettery, 1st 3=tt~lion, 40th / rtillerv, US

(¢} B Battery, 1t 3attrlion, MEh  rtallery, TS

F,

¥
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(.z) During the ronth of Dac-mh -5 *hele vere o tot-l of 433
missio1s Tired -m swport of viis « utol . Tiore were 150 unobserved
missLoassy 275 obsarved miss (ra, art 8 1 wman”vion rLwssioms fired.

- —-——

(5} The tot~1 artillery rownds fiiod during this period were
10,729 rownds.

04 1T Surport, dete.led brerleddem by tvpe of ~irerift is
ligted selow

TVETR RITESTED RECTIVID
MEDEV 7 ~ oubine 2 2
friox ‘v 8 8
Taer~chey T T
Helo Resvrply - rPoutar. 2 2
Pror. y 0 C
WETIency 0 0
Helo Guasin 0 0
sdmin Laft 10 9
T ¢ (o) 9 7
Helo Recoa 0 0
Fizxed n1 =T 8 Y 0
s Y o
TPy 310 K

T ¢1 Hlin,

(1) pivine Services ~ Irotestant.
{2) Mumber of Services: 15,
(b) Potr1  ttendeomce 531,
(¢) Number receiving Tolr Commmion 98,
(d) Choir rchorrsels 2.
(e) Iay lemdor agrvices %,
(2) Divine Scrvices - Cetholic.

5 -«m(a) Mumbor of § rvices 5.

Cadine
10

e RELASSIFE
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{(») Tot-1 'ttem>ncet 240,
(¢) Lay lerder s rvice. 4.
(2) significsnt Tvanta.
(¢) Dispensary visits astlyse 1.
(») Lest Rites 1,
(¢) Lotters 1 ratton for troors 17,
(¢) ™-nk you lottera for pifts  28.
(¢) ®Private Communion 2,
(£} vris mos ¥ <os reselved end d striduted 23847,
(”‘) Farcotic inventory rs trken for month of Decertar

("1) Chrietrn’s decortions vore solicited =nd distributed
at C’ LU ~1@ ROCVPIIT

7, ladic 1.
e m2dical sttus o 1z mottelicn is ypresentlv s*iisf-ctorr
1) Th dical sttt £ thig mattel is p t1 tisf-ct

(2} T™cre vere 507 visits to <ick cell this month, 488 Merinos,
7 IB'V}"’ ad 12 < ITRY

{7} Ticre vere 11 clinicel lsvorrtorr nroczdur~s pexformed this
mont,

(") Te »sresant strength of tie mrdic 1 depertmont is one (1)
doctor t1d 53 Hogpirtel Corpsmen,

(53) Yzdicel suprly 1s eetisfectory.
(5) Tacre were 321 Vistnemese civilions treatod this » st montha

(7) senitetion conditions Are setisfrctory.

i
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TDiY O1 =31 NONTH DECRMBER Yiiw 1967

TDIE E'TEIED{ DATE/TIME GiOUP JOURNAL ACTION

021945H 021915H Recon observed lights at XD 96956L
and XD 974562 - Arty and 81mm missidn
called - lights extinguished,

0513000 051230H L-1 patrol found one 82mm mertar
pit at XD 995468,

0719500 O71920H OF Wyn observed lights at XD 974537
81mm mission celled = lights out,

081415H 081400H M Co patrol found fresh NVA boot
print headed eant to west at
XD 962543,

0815204 0815008 ¥ Co patrol founéd fresh mortar pits
and trail w/stone markers on trail
at XD 968537.

082400H 082345H Twin ,Omm observed seccndary explosi

vhile firing H&I's - mission repeate
in area = XD 987566,

111050H 1110301 M Go patrol found 20 one man fight
holes at XD 98% xx 971520 -~ estimate
60 dayﬂ Old.

1311004 1310451 > |L Co patrol found 7 fighting holes

at XD 995470 = estimate 2 weeks old,

1223004 1222000 Reliable source states that a base
camp; troops and command element
w/extensive bunker & cave camplex is
located at XD 863533,

1320308 13 2000H M Co observed 3 figures open gate
at XD 982532 - fired small amms -
checked area w/negative results,

141245H 141 R00H Recon observed VC/NVA gt YD 023503
Arty mission called -~ 10 Enemy KIA (H) .
141330H 141300H " [H&S Co patrol found bambeo trail

markers, trees w/white painsed rings
beside trail at XD 993541,

1414500 141400H 7’ [H&S, Co patrol found aiming stakes

%

A

ERCLOSURE (2
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DATE/TIME G.OUP

JOURN/AL ACTION

1422150

1620000

1701450

170745H

1515558
181900H
1823100
182150H

1912450

1921501

022,50

220050H

2314000

1421454

162000H

170130H

170730

1715450

181900H

18224,5H

1821200

191245H

192830H

202215H

220030H

231345K

L Co, using Starlight Scope, aspettec
lights - believed to be fram infra-
red scope at YD 006446,

3rd Marines reported magic dot from
XD 8752 to XD 9252,

L Co ambush at YD 002/53 cbserved
2 enemy - threw frag = receivéd SAF
checked area with negative results,

L Co patrol checking area of preiv
nights ambush received 3 rounds sni
firey Checked area with negative
results,

Recon saw 8 VC/NVA (3 in boat) at
XD 988589 ~ arty missien called -
1 VC/NVA KIA (C), 4 VC/NVA KIA (P)

3rd Marines reported magic dot at
XD 943561,

M Co obgerved one trip flare get off
at YD 98654, - seen one perscy -
fired small ams - checked area withh
negative results,

M Co OP using Starlight Scope obuerde
3-/, psraons on road at XD 979524,
81mm mission called.

Resupply convoy going to Ca lu was
ambushed at XD 982508,

0P Sue observed lights at XD 989528
81mm mission called - lights out,

Recon observed rocket launched from
XD 968589 - arty mission fired -
secondary expposion,

M Co patrol observed 6-8 people
LO-45 meters from ambush site -
checked area with negative results,

L Co received & rounds 60pm mortar
outside perimeter at XD 987453,

ENCLOSURE {a2_
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“DLY HONTH peci

PE WNTHIED | DATE/TIME GOUP JOURNAL ACTION
24,1040H 2,1030H M Co patrol found 20 fighting holes

ID 981521, Also found 2 - 60mm

mortars and 2 grenades,
25201 5H 251955H OP Texas spotted lights at XD 99545Q

81mm mission fired - lights out,
2706504 2706450 Recopt spotted lights near XD 985567

arty mission fired - lights cut,
28221,5H 282215H L Co observed moving lights st

YD 002447 - 8tmn mission fired -
searched area with negative results,
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