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[ IReLESSIAED

1. DESIGNATION

2d Bettalion, 11th Marihes

Headquarters Battexy

Battery D

Battery E
Battery P
Mortar Battery

Provisional Battery, 2/11

# Provisional Battery, 11th Mar

PART T

- ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

COMMANDER.

LtCol R.D. .JAMESON

SUBORDINATE UNITS

CWO2 CiD. PECK

Cept CuGe BLAST
1stLt Fode MAURO

Cept J.M CAVANAUGH

1stLt J.L. BILODEAU
1stLt Tods GURD II
2dLt J.H. REINHART
15tTt Ju M. cmmo

Capt D.Li BERMAN

2. LOCATIONS ‘
2d Bn, 11th Mar 1-31 Oct An Hoa
Hg Battery 1=31 Oct. in Hoa _
Battery D 1«31 Oct- Liberty Bridge
Battery E 1<2 Oe¢t” 4n Hos
3-21 Oct Hill 52
22=31 Oct 4n Hoa
Battery F . 1-31 Oct An Hoa
Morter Battery 1-31 Oct in Hoa
** Prov Battexy, 2/1%+ ' 1-6 Oct An Hoa
LT 7 Max. 731 Oct An Hoe
* Prov Battery, 11th Mar 1-31 Oct an Hoe

#% Indicates Area while Prov Battery, 11th Mar

% OpCon, 24 Bn, 11th Mar
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1=31 Oct 1968

1-10 Oct 1968
1131 Oct 1968

1-31 Oct: 1968

1231 Oct: 1968 &
1-31-Oct 1968
15-31 Oct 1968

1-29 Oct 1968
30-31 Oct 1968

- AD866472

AT 086472
AT 925525
AT 865471
3¢ 789553
AT 865471
AT 865471
AT 878479
AT 877476
AT 868471
AT 877476
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AD.

"‘“ . ¥ — 3/ #/jb1

jW@MSSUHE@;

'3+ STAFF OFFICERS:
BrExecl 4=31 Oct. - Maj ReFe scorr'r JRe.
‘EnSgtMaj 1-31 Oct
Bn Se1 1=31 Oct
Bn S-2 22-31 Oct:
Bn S-3 1-31 ‘Oot:
Bn S-4 4<31 Ot
Bn 8<5 ‘22-31 Oct: ;
Comm0 1-31 Oct 4stLt J.
M0 q=31 Ogt: o 1stLt L.L. STRAUCH
Supply® 18 Oct 18tIt K.A+ POUCH

o 9-31 Qot ' 2dLt H.O. HARNESS

0rdo 1<31 Oct '~ CW02 H.W. GUTLER
Stirv/Metro0 1-31 Oct CWO2 C.De PECK
Ln0 1-31-0ct Maj L. MICHAEL

4o AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH
usMe USK. ‘OTHER.

OFF L OFF:  ENL OFF BL

43 605 4 13 o 0
PaRT II |
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1¢ The battalion prov:.ded fire: ‘support to the ‘Sth. Marine. Regiment vhile
engaged in Operation Mamaluke Thrust and Henmderson Hill. On 050615HOCTE8
Battery B vas chopped OpCon to 3/11 for participation in Operation Maui. Peek:
and remgined until 212020HOCTES.

Increased sightings and mtelllgeme gources :initiated the comencement
of- Operation Henderson Hill on 231200HOCT68 and termination of Mamaluke
Thrust on 231159HOCTE8.

The battalion continues to produce: its own met data but with the expeoted
low visibility to be censed. in the forth ‘coming monsoon season g more
reliable method will be requireds, It ig: worthy of note that during periocds
of low visibility, referenced else where in this report, -an eledtronic met
vas not received from higher: hea.dquarters vith any degree of religbility.

High burst registrations oontimue to remain the primaery means of determine

ing corrections by firing with Mot plus VE applied to keep correotion currents
4n observation post was estsblished by survey on Hill 200 (¢ 797528) in
coordinetion with 11th Marines Survey Section. The battalion now has the
ability t0 conduct registrations in the major portion: of the 5th Marines

Provisional Battery, 11th Marines (155How 'TD) was disbanded on 151200H
AUG68 and reformed.under 2/11 with personn.el and equiprent assets transfered }
to th:.s battalion. '
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Provisional Battery, 11th Marines (155 Gun SP) was formed into = Battery
Group with the zddition of two 8" How SP on 301500HOCTES remaining OpCon 2/11
With a tactical mission of reinforcing 2/11.

AMMONITION EXPENDITURES

CALIBER | 5th MARINES RECON ARV
105 How Td " 1902 2439
4+ 2 Mortar \ 1205 7 9
155 How Td 1798 740 12
155 Gun Sp 360 178
8" How Sp 52 6

MISSIONS FIRED
OBSERVED UNOBSERVED

_661 1193 TOTAL __ 1854
HARRASSMENT AND. INTERDICTION

MISSIONS ROUNDS
1291 9595
TOTAL ROUNDS OCT3 35481 TOTAL MISSIONS OCT: 3145

CONSOLIDATED SURVETLLANCES

During the month of October 1968 elements of the battalion, were credited
with 210 KIA (conf), 14 KIA (probd), 12 WIA and severel secondary explosions.
Elements of the 5th Marines reported finding graves of 2 NVA/VC killed by
artillery fire. This is not included in the above figures.

PART III
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

TQPICS

a» rarscnnel and Administration

(1) Losses ‘ UsMC SN
OFF L OFF L
Administrative 2 12 0 1
Battle KIA 0 2 0 0
Bottle WIA gEva.c) 1 2 0 0
Bottle WIA (Non-Evac) 1 1 0 0
: 4 . ENCLOSURE {1)

)

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

: ’nm/sb-l
ﬂE 5 5750

Haltle MIA 0 o 0 0

. Battle Dow 0 ) 0 0

Non~Battle gE'va.c) 0 2 0 0

Non-Battle (De=th) 0 1 0 0

{2; Replacemerits 4 50 0 4

] Loss 4 %0 0 1

§4$ 4 50 0 4

5 Promotions 1 15 0 5
€) Awards

Purple Heart Medal 2 6 0 4]

b. Intellggance - The intell:.gence section was able to a,cqu:.re many lucrative
tergets for the firing batteries. Of gspecial note is the increasing number

of unidentified radio signals which were discovered almost daily and fired

upon as soon as discovered. - 4lso noteworthy was the large amount of sighte

ings of NVA/VC in the AT 8152 grid square by reconaissence units which seemw
ingly indicete a major route of approach into the 4n Hos Basin. Barly the
morning of the 29th, 1st Platoon, 155 Gun Battery received spproximstely 16
rounds of 82mm morter fires. One of the battalion observetion towers was adle .
to obtain an azimuth to a muzzle flash from one of the mortars. Artillery

fire was brought to bear quickly on this target znd it was silenced. The crater
analysis made a few hours later indicated two possible mortar sites which

were subsequently added to the counter mortar plan.

cs Orgenization snd Operatien - During the month covered by this report the
battalion participated in Operation Mamaluke Thrust end Henderson Eill.
Operation Mamaluke Thrust terminated during the month (After Action Report
attached)s In addition B 2/11 participated in Operation Maui Pesk under
OpCon of 3/11. Operation Maui Pesk terminated during the month.

de Training - The battalion has been able to incresse the amount of time
spent on training to s significant degree. .

Cuntinued improvement of the position areas still requires a considerable
amount of time but not in the eamount of the previous months. Emphasis continues
to be phaced wpon position defense and all units of the battalion conduoted
drills in position defense procedures. 4 ges chamber exercise was conducted
in conjunction w:.th the 5th Marines. .

¢s Logistics ~ The reporting per:.od was characterized by continued development
of battery positions throughout the battalion. The S-4 coordinated with the
5th Marines in the use of scarce engineer equipment and material essets
in many construction projects. The development of a new battery area for
Provisional Battey 2/11 was accomplished despite heavy rains.

The S-5 1n1;t19,ted & program to acquire Vietnemese laborers on a regula.:
basics

Much work waBgs accomplished through temporary loans of equipment by Oompemy
B, 1st Engineers’ and MCB 301, The tectical heli-1lift of E Battexy to hill 52
wes ccomvllshedf and resupply' was provided by 3rd Battalion, 11th Marines.

ENCLOSTURE (1)

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

Rt T NV

A @N@MS\S F E@ i 3/D3B/35b1

5750

The reporting function of tho S-4 section was accomplished with the
required reports submitted by the prescribed duve dates.

During most of October, in Hoa was closed to all but air transportation.
The heavy rains end cloud cover closed an Hoa to air traffic geveral times
causing rationing of such basic supply items as food and fuel. Acquiring -
transportation for routine items of supply was very difficult. Increased
aveilability of C-130 aircraft and the resumption of convoy tn.ff:.c to 4n Hoa
has releaved the problem.

f. Civic Action/Civil Affairs - The major effort of the civil affairs program
was directed toward providing s number of Vietnamese civilians with profitable
jobs in the battery aress. The scope of the civil affairs program is being
expanded with plens being laid for more Medcap and continued education of the
enlisted persommel concerning the problems facing the people of the Republic
of Vietnam. 4lso included in these plans are preparstion for the inclusion
of a civilian laundry in the ares and g civilian barber to move from battery
to battery. A more velid foundation was laid for the psyment of VIP fund
with the distribution of numerous leaflets to civilians in the outlying areas.

g+ None .

he Combined Actiop Company Progrem - Reported in accordance with RegtO 3121.1
on 1 November 1968, '
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JOURNAL @N@M\ © H —
r .33:&2:%'35355(5[‘1.43 33;6 EDITIONS WHICH Wi s&vsm SQSMF e ] sQOtl.n, 2/11
Bepublic ef Vietnam
(Classification) FROM (Dare and bour) 10 (Date and f{aur)
2001 010ctbge 2400 310cté8
TIME ) ACTION TAKEN
|.w - - Sfﬂﬁgfl» Dg:OU:’AE ,. INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS zsu:silg;s I‘f:;;:ops
011400 ] ¢ ' 3 Ce :
021600 dJ 2OR G € 53" COR._F CONUS
0L160O | 0 ‘ 113 S
051500 Je 150 He 0
061600 [}
081530
091500
. 101400 CONUS;
. 1T moon orr tLMCOR Enl te [HOBN 1stDiv
111400 Julm(mjnl fr GONUS Tr 1 MARGOR Enl te CONUS -
141100 . R j o CONUS
51600 ;
160900 Tr 2 mmgnl_u COEILS
170830 Tr 1 MARCOR EX Off te CONUS
181800 Drep died 1 MARCOR Enl - Non hestile
190800 | Tr 1 MARCOR Enl te CONUS
211400  -|Jd 1 MARCOR Enl fr 1lthMar; Jd 1 MARCOR Off |fr 3/11
. 221500 Jd 2 MARCOR Enl fr CONUS; Jd 1 MARCOR Enl fr 2/13
: 241400 Ty 1 MARCOR Enl te CONUS: Jd& 1 MARCOR Enl fr llthMar
260800 Q.MROOR J_nl fr CONUS .
1271500 ; i ARCOR
291100 MA p CONUS
- 1301600 . Tr 2 MAR(‘O_Rjnl_tg WNUS
I . 1 312000 - 1 MARCOR Of'f WIA
Al\fﬁr zer:e ‘gfgﬁrétnglg.aiée (1) PAGE NO. (Classification )
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JOURNAL (3480)

a. NAVMC 219 (REV. 5-63)

%N@M@@UH[&@ ; o S:-2 2/11

PLACE e
.~ AN HOA RVW -
, ) FROM ( Date and hour) YO (Date and houi)’
(Clasifcasions SN | 0100010068 312400068
TIME ACTION TAKEN
SERIAL .DATE TIME
3 : INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS M—Maps  T—Troops
i~ oun NO. GROUP , , , S—Staff F—File
1 290305R One of our observation. towers. observed
muzzle flashes of mortars presumed to be
firing on one of our batiery positilonss.
The observers relayed the grid to the FDC,
artillery fires vexe quickly put on the -
target, and the mortars were silenced.
2 | 29083%0H A crater enalveis was made of the 82mm -

morter crater at the Stone Pit vposition.

The results of this analvsis confermed

the mortar position fired upon earlier

apd indicated a grid for & second mortar

position. These two grids were added to
the counter mortar plan. :

( See reverse side for instructions)
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JOURNAL AHT OR SECTION
RS Lty — .LL@N@MSS FHIE@C* 53
11@1 HOA, RVN
lamﬁmmm) , PROM ( Date and bour) 10 (Date and hour)
(c 01000400168 212400HOCDE8
TIME ACTION TAKEN ¥
- " SEQR(IDA...L DAJ:OE:‘AE | INCIDENTS, MESSéGES, ORI?ER? ﬁ}x}p’ | ;{_‘Z;Z"’P"}I
1| 0123008 | BIRY E REPORTS GUN # 5474 DOWN FOR BROKEN BREACH HANDLE
AND BAD EXTRACTER.
2 | 032100H_ | BTRY W REPORTS GUN 412004 BACK IN ACTION. 4
% | OROB15H %355{5% CSMO FOR mrm.mm TQ POSTTION ON HILL 52 GRID
4 | O50800E | BTRY B 2/11 CHOPPED OPCON 3/11.
5 | 0518%0H | TANGO BTRY CREDITED WITH 2 KIA AND 8 PROBABLES ON TaT #
UT 0917 FIRED FOR RECON.
‘ _ 6| 0O60720E [TANGO BTRY CREDITED WITH 2 KIA ON TGT o UT (921.
7 | C60720E | BTRY F CREDITED WITH 3 KIA ON TGT # SF 709.
8 | 061345H | TANGO BTRY CREDITED WITH {1 KIA ON TGT # U (923.
9 | 0617408 |TANGO BTRY CREDITED WITH 1 KIA ON TGT #UT 0924.
10 | 061820H |BTRY F CREDITED WITH 4 KIA ON TGT # SF T13.
11 | 061854H | TANGO BTRY CREDITED WITH 3 KIA ON TGR # UT (926.
12 | O71000H | MOVEREP A. IPT B, O71000HOCTSS Co 868471 _
13 | 0715158 [ BTRY D CREDITED WITH 5 PROBABLE KIA ON TGT J# SX348.
14 | 0715158 | BTRY D CREDTIED WITH 46 KIA ON TGT £ 3D 738
15 | 081030H BTRY F REPORTS 5 PROP, 1 CONF KIA, 1 SECONDARY EXPLOSION
"} 16T # SX 358, 550.
16 | 081820H BTRY I CREDITED WITH 1 KIA OW TGT # SX 393.
17 | 090905H | BTRY D REPORTS 4 KU » T # SD 750,
18 | 091117E | BTRY D REPORTS 5 XKIA ON TGT # SD 751.
19 | 091125H | BTRY F REPORTS 4 KIA ON TGP :# SX 363,
20 | 091500H | BTRY F REPORTS 2 KTa ON TGT # SX 366.
. 21 091515H | BTRY F REPORTS 4 KIA ON TGT 4 SX 267
22 | 091815H | FTRY F REPORTSQ KIA QN TGT # SX374 i
23 | 0918208 | BPRY TANGO REPORTS 9 KIA ON TQT ¢ SX 371. | -~
24 | 101045 | BTRY F REPORTS GUN # 22151 DOWN FOR SIX MONTHS MATNT.
26 | 107 O00H | BTRY D REPORTS 11 KIA ON TGT # SD 749.
26 | 1118153 | BTRY ¥ REPORTS 4 KIi ON TGT # SX 280.
BTRY T REPORTS 5 KIA ON TGT # SX 380.
BTRY LUNGA POTNT KIIO REPORTS 5 KIA ON TGT # UK 0620. ..
27 | 121300H | BTRY T REPORTS 2 KIA ON TGT # SX 382
28 | 121800H | BTRY F CREDTTED WITH 1 KIA ON TGT £ SX 384
29 | 1314008 | BERY F CREDITED WITH 1 KIA ON TGT & SX zm-
30 | 134700H | BTRY D CREDITED WITH 4 KTA ON TOT 4 BD 7 7m _
21 | 1410308 | BTRY F REPORTS QTN »anmmmmw,_
32 | 14153QH | BTRY F REPORTS GUN # A075 BACK IN ACTION, |
23 | 1418008 T L YECOTL SYSTER,
224 | 1512008 | PROVISION, Y 14 155 HOW TD
WITH CREWS TRANSFERED TO 2/11. 2/11 FORMS PROVISTOWAT,
. | BATTERY 2/11 FROM THE ABOVE MENTIONED WEAPO. o
|35 | 151730H | BTRY D REPORTS GIN # 11435 BACK TN ACTION, |
37 | 1923258 | BASE PLATE FROM ILLUM CANISTER HIT AND KTLLED A MARTNE —

( See reverse side for instructions)
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JOURNAL
NAVMC 219-GS -(REV. 5-63)

UNIT OR SECTION

DECLASSIFIED

S
.UPERSEDES 2-52 AND 8-56 EDITIONS WHICH ILL_BE US E Aq
L N@LASS H AN HOA, RN
ot FROM ( Date and hour) TO (Date and hour)
- 0100010CT68 3124000CT68
TIME ACTION TAKEN
- > SRl DATE T INCIDENTS, Mess,fcss, ORDERS | zsw__s/:;ps T—Trops
FROM 1/ 5« BTRY F FIRED A MISSION AT GRID 934505TMPACT
939509 REIWFORCING FIRES FOR DEITA. ALL DATA CONNECTED
TO SPOT REP SENT TO 11TH MARINES. FSCC ALSO| INFORMED.
38 2112008 BIRY E 2/11 CHOPPED FROM OPCON 3/31 T0_2/11}
39 | 211200H PMOVEREP Ae E B. 211020H C. (EXWPZEY).
40 214 10H FIRECAP A, E B, 877472 G, 1000 D, S QI3 W
41 2241204 BI'RY T REPORTS GINS # 7972, 11441, 8332, DUE TQ FOGGED
SITES.
‘ A2 | 2214DH BIPRY F CREDTTED WITH 5 KIA ON TGT £ SX A30.] s
AR | 22U A8H BTRY F CREDITED WITH 3 KTi ON TGT 4 SX /1?6
AL | 2244500 | BTRY T CREDITED MM 428,
45 | 2215158 _ | BTRY T REPORTS GUNS # 7972, 31441, 8332 BACK IN ACTION.
46 | 2215150 BTRY T CREDTTED '
47 2221008 BTRY F REPORTS GUN # 6075 DOWN R BROKEN HMmT.m.
48 230900H BTRYS F,R,T,SE CREDITED 6 T # SX A4z,
SX 441, SX 444, SX 445, T3 0442,
49 2310008 BTRY E CREDITED WITH 6 KIA ON TGT # SX 447,
50 | 2%31200H OPERATTON MAMALUKE THRUST PERMINATED,
@ 51 | 2%1200H | OPERATION Hmm,&m_aommn.___
52 12411000 | BTRY 3P % WEW_TTRE,
53 _| 2412000 BTRY B’LCHE‘DITED WITH 3 KIA ON TGP # SX A8R.|
S4 | 261050H | H 2/5 REPORTS FINDING THE GRAVES OF 2 NVA K[TIED BY
. ARTIILERY FIRE,
55 | 291800H BTRY F&E CREDITED ¥ITH 5 KIA CN GRIDS 818529, 813528.
‘ 56 | 301210H | BTRY T CREDITED WITH 1 KTa ON GRTD 940499, | .
57 | 301235H | BTRY D CREDITED WITH 3 KIA ON TGT # SD 897.| .
58 | 3014550 | FIRECAP MWWWMM
59 [301500H | 1ST PIT 3RD 8" HOW BIRY ARRIVES AN HOA ASSUMES CONTROL
' OF 15T PIX 3RD 155 GUN BTRY. FORME BTRY GROUP OPCON_TO 2/11.
60 301600H APPROX 20 ROUNDS OF 82MM MORTARS ( INCOMDTGL‘\:!EBE_BECEMHI
ALONG PERIMETER OF W, B 2/11 AND 1 ST PIT 155 _GUNS. MUBZLE
FLASH OBSERVED BY BATTALION OBSERVATION TOWER. FIRED ..
B SURVIELLIENCE ROUNDS ON TGT. BATTALION COUNTER MORTAR
- PLAY SECTOR ONE 4150 FIRED.
61 |311200H | CRATER ANAIYSIS OF INCOMING ROUNDS MENTIONED TN SERIAL 4
: ‘ 60 PLUS SIGHTING BY BATTALION OBSERVATION TOWER RESULTED
IN OVE ADDITIONAL GRID ADDED TC BATTAL Tng_g;mm@g_
PLAN,
( See reverse side for instructions) PAGE NO. (Classification )
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JOURNAL

"IAVM( 219-GS (REV. 5-63)
UPERSEDES 2-52 AND 8-56 EDITIONS WHICH WiL

o Too, RVIT e

FROM (Date and hour) TO (Date and hour)
(Classification) R N
01080080168 2ATO00HQc: L0
TIME ' ACTION TAKEN
SEJRC')A'- ~ °§,EOB{;‘E INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS ' M~Maps  'T—Troops
N our : d S—Stuaff F—File

01.0800H Mortialy Minor Injury Report Subnitied.
0320Q0CH (Meeled Vehicle, Hilecwe, Carnmo, & Poge
senser Hewnort subnitted.

031 2008 Corhet Loss of Houimnent Revort submitied.
0AORQOH Motor Transnori Deadline Renort subni tted

2, F:L,LD“J vmp‘%ﬂ g‘!ﬁ‘\-sf\'ﬁ'v‘ Hr‘ﬁrpmpm-r Rerort.

. 070900 __[Conex Remort, Density of Prine fovers

' Trailers and Ssmn Se ts, & %*)eCJ_ &l Mon-
' itions Report Submitied.
1010450 Ensineer Sa-n‘b«“'l, Beouidrent Heroxt: sub-
mitted . \\-..N

1202008 Weolls IMator Tra: qcnv\-"i' Derdline Renord

aqalyesibdad
T o

1711008 Enzineer Sum-ort Bcoinnent Report subs
R mithed,
19080CH = |Motor Transrort De-dline Re ort svbniitied.
2010000 Soecicl Munitions Rew,om, gubmitted.
. 220600H Tecticel S -mnort Functional Components
3 Report, and lont 1r Enginesr Report as
snitted..
27312008 Bngineer Bvnnort Bovipment Re-ord subait-
' : ted. l
26080CH Weekly Totor Trans-ovrt Desdline Res orc
. veg gihmisteds
‘ 31710007 Iogistics Su-n"v”'mr ‘?eﬂmn, wes Suhnditteds
(See reverse side for tmtrucrtans) PAGE NO. ( Classi) "y
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25 Ba.tta.l:.on, 11th Ma.rines

15t Marine Division, (Re:.n), VFMF
H’O San Fra.nc:.sco, California’ 96602

N@M@SW“@D . HEADQUARTERS . ‘ . 'C’Q‘O

3/DJB/ jbL
3480

Ser's

3 Nov. 1968

From:

Tos

Su.'bj t

comnding Offlcer =
Commanding Officer, 5th Marines (S-})

Combat Ope_.:a.tion -A_ﬁer:Agt :._Qn,l.. Repq;t :

Refs 2 ;Di.vo 3480, 14"

5th Marines Opera.t:.on Order 301A-68

1. In compliance with '-r‘eiferex_lcef(,a‘;) and (b)), ‘the folloving report is submitteds

3xrd

DOWNGRADED AT .3 YEAR INTERVAIS, DECLASSIFIED
AFTER 12 YEARS. DOD DIR 5200410

e

be

Ce

‘de

(-0

f.

B

155

h.
i.

Code Name. Hanaluke’rhrust.
Dates of Operation. 25120CHIUL66' - - 251200H0CT684.
Location, Thua Thien. and Quang Nam Provinces, RVN.

“and” Control He dq ‘ .ers‘. Sﬁh‘Marine Regiment’.

Regortgﬁ Officer. Commanding Officer, 24 Battalionm, ‘41th Marines.

Task Org anization.

Headquarters Battexy
Battexy D:

Battery B

Battery F

Battery "
Provisional Ba.ttery

Sup ‘o’rfi Forces. Pravisiona.l Battery, 11th Marines, (1at Platoon

Intelligence, 5th Marines Inbsuns.
Mission. Direet Support of 5th Marines.
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3 Nov 1968

ke Execution.

‘ At 261400HIULS8 15t FAG transfered OpCon of this battalion to the
11th Marines. The battalion displaced to the vicinity of An Hos (4T 875475).
arriving 271400HJUL68. Since arrivel in An Hoa the battalion has provided
' fire support for the 5th Marines ih Operation Mamaluke Thrust. In addition,
Operation SussaX Bay wes conducted simltaneously during the period 290900H
AUG68 to 091200HSEP68. This operation was the subject of s previous after
action report. ; _
On 050600HAUGES B 2/ 11. was heli-lifted to a fire base: at grid .AT 8689
3601, The battery remained at this fire base, .co-located with F 2/27 for
. seourity, until 20080CHAUG68 when it was heli-lifted back to the An Hoa
Combat Base. During this period of time E 2/11 did not engage any targets
of significance, most of their firing being devoted to unobserved firea or in
support of elements of the 1st Reconaissence Battalion. On 271200HSEP68 this
battalion was given OpCon of Provisional Battery, 11th Marines. On 15 Oct 1968
Provisional Battery, 11th Marines wes disbanded. The four 155mm Towed
Howitzers of the Provisional Batifery and theic crews, were transfered to this
battelion. ; ) ) ’
, During Opération Mamaluke Thrust the 5th Marines concentpated the
. majority of thier operations in the western two thirds of the Regimential
AO. This allowed maximum artillery support to be available at o1l times.
The battalion was able to mass in almost any area of infantry operation as well:
as call wpon the general support elements of the 11th Marines to provide added
reinforcing fires as required.
Increased infantry contacts and eggressive action by the 5th Marines
resulted in increased effectiveness of artillery fire in regards to confirmed
. KI.iS as well as the increasing use of general support artillery in firing
preperation fires and targets developed by the intelligence sources of the
5th Marines. ; ' . o :
. A% 010100HOCT68 2/5 chopped: OpCon to the Tth Marines and at 060800HOCTES
3/5 chopped OpCon to the same regiment. In sddition E 2/11 was chopped OpCon
to 3/11. A1l of these units were involved in Operation Maui Pesk.
~ This action resulted in a considerable reduction in the number of artillery
missions fired in support of the operation Mamaluke Thruste In addition, ‘
heavy rains from 12 thru 20 October 1968 reduced visibility and the number
of observed missions. Ammmition expenditure remained at approximately 75%
of normal due to en incresse in the number of unobserved missions fired.
Increased unobserved fires including daytime Harrassing and Intordiction
fires were considered mandstory to discourge the freedom of movement
available to NVA/VC forces under cover of the reduced visibility.
At 191415HOCTE8 2/5 and 3/5 were retwrned to the control of the Sth
Marines and E 2/11 wes chopped to this battelion at 211200HOCTES. After
two days of minor sctions Operation Mamaluke Thrust was terminated.
Second Battalion units fired a total of 8379 missions expemding
.. 90686 rounds and accounting for 146 confirmed enemy kills.
l. Naval Gunfire. WNaval Gunfire Support-w 2y
operation. ’ N AR @ T ‘
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me Administrative Matters.

(1) Supply - There were minor problems and shortages in most area of
supply during various periods of Mamsluke Thrust. The battalion move to 4n Hoa
was accompanied by the usual problems of obtaining building mgterials in the
large amounts requirecd for developing a new arsa. At times transportation’
difficulties resulted in rationing of even such vital items as food and fuel.
Overall, the battalion has been adquately supplied during the period with the
one major exception -of monsoon clothing.

(2) Maintonance, - Mairiténance has been & problem for the battalions
The establishment of 3rd echelon facilities at the LSU facility relieved
. the problem, but its limited scope still results in the necessity of
evacuation of deadlined equipment to Danang, Transportation difficulties result
in frequent delgys in evacuation of equipmént end the retwrn of repaired oxr
replaced equipment.

. (3) Transportation . Transportetion has been the largest logistics
problem for the battalion. The An Hoa Cantonement has frequently been
closed to all but air transports Bad weasther and scarcity of aircraft
has often delayed receipt of supplies and evacuption of equipment - for
3rd echelon maintenance. The lack of a suitable river crossing facility
, . of the Song Thu Bon (AT 925530) has imposed a tremendous handicap upon
the conduct of Operation Mamsluke Thrust.

(4) Treatment of Casualties. - Medical support was provided by the
5%th Marines at An Hoa. No problems were encountered. :

n. Commmicetions. The commnications for, Mamaluke Thrust were good for

‘ radio communicationss Problems were encountered with radio relay and wive
commnications with higher headquarters, This may be attributed to the
erratic behavior of ANTRC-27. Radio reley became more reliable during the
last 30 days of the cperation. The recoipt and utilization of the antemna
AS-2236/GNC improved radio commmications to a considerable degree and is
considered a definite asset to the vommmicetion capability of the battalion.

9s Special Equipment and Techniques. A visual device has been developed by
versonnel of this battalion allowing e radio operator to compute the maximum
ordinate of a particular Quadrent Elevation by means of the operator listen-
ing to the announced charge end range during the conduct of a fire mission.
. This graphic device reduces the amount of voice traffic within thé Battelion
" Fire Dircotion Center and saves an average of 20-30 seconds in the progessing
of a Sav-A-Plagne datas Vhile it is realized that such a device may not be
appropriate to mention within the context of this type of report, it is felt
worthyof note due to the fact it illustrates the ocontribution that individual
Marines can make to the oversll aocomplishment of g units mission.
A battalion rear, logistics element, was established at the 11th Marines
. CP'inDanang. This rear echelon consisting of maintenance and supply personnel
has greaily facilitated the movement of supply and 3rd echelon. repair items,
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The formation of a Provisional Battery, 155 fm Howitzer, within this
battalion Nas given the battalion an extremely responsive reinforcing fire unit
as well as enhencing the range cepebility of the direct support artillexy
unite Although general support artillery units of the 11th Marines have
been responsive to calls for reinforcing fires, the presence of & medium
artillexy fire unit controlled by the Battalion Fire Direction has proven
to be a highly effective utilization of these wezponss

The lack of an adequate river orossing site and the .resupply and mainte
enance problems caused by this situstion, have beén -a matter of prime concern
to this commands The inability ¢f air resupply to function during heavy
rains and other periods of low VlSlblll‘lTy‘ points to the prime requirement of
this command, (isey a suitable river crossing facility of the Song Thu Bon).
It is with grave concern that this command prepares for future operations
during the coming monsoon season.
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