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From; Gmeanding Officer ,

To: Commanding General, First Marine Division

Via: (1) Commanding Officer, lst Field artillery Group
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1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b), and (¢)
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PART I
ORGANIZATICN AL _DATA
1. DESTONATION COMMANDER
3d Battalion, llth Marines ItCol A. Se RUGGIERO
1-28Feb
SUBORDINATE UNITS
Headgquarters Battery lstit K. J. EGE
1-28Feb
1-28Feb
Battery H Gapt H. F. GOTARD
1-28Feb
Battery I Capt P. J. MORGAN
1-28Feb
107mm Mortar Battery Capt Re Ao HEATH
1-28Feb

2. LOC/TION
1-28Feb: Chu Lai Combat Base, Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam,
3. SIAFF OFFICERS

Battalion Executive Officer Maj He Ro ANKER
1-28Feb
Rttalion Liaison QOfficer capt P. Go SCHARF
1-3Feb
Maj M. D, JULIN
4,~28Feb
S-1/Personnel Officer wo J. D. CURLEE
1-28Feb
52 1stlt J. D. SMIGTR
1-28Feb
S=3 . Maj T. F. GRAY
1-28Feb
. S84 CGapt P. G. SCH4WF
‘ 1-28Feb
armEmp e
i ‘ U-ﬁ"fﬂ_zﬁ@
3 ' INCLOURE (1)
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S~4/Ordnance Officer Gt T. R. MCELROY
" 1-<R8Fel
sur vey/Metro Officer lstlt K. J. EGE
1-28Fedb
Supply Officer 2ndIt B. T. ERICSSCN
1-28Feb
Mobtor Transport Officer 2ndit J. W. EViNS
1-28Feb
(LS
Communications Officer : et R. Av MATHIESEN
1-28Feb
Medical Officer It M. Lo FILLOO USH
1-~28Fcb
Regimental Naval Qunfire Ln0 : It K. W, KECLER UN
1-28Feb
Battalion Naval Qunfire InO It(3jg) J. E. NNFITO U
1-28Feb
4, AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH
ugié U OTHER
OFF ML OFF ENL
L5 L9 L& 1 NONE
PART IX
NARRATIVE Y

The 3d Rttalion, lith Marines, during the period 1 Fehruary to 28 February
was in direct support of the 7th Marine. Regiment in that area of the (iu
Lai Combat Base cecupied by battalions of the Tth Marines. As the month
began, Battery "I' (-) was still loecated in the vicinity of Nui imng, grid
(Bs QL7382) where they are participating in Operaticn "DeSoto" which
commenced on 26 January 1967, As of this date, their locatiun remins tle
game. Two guns from the 107mn Martar Battery had been at Minh Long, grid
(B3 534514) in support of CIDG Forees since 9 Jamuary 1967. On 3 Febrwary
" 1967 the Battery "H" firing position at grid (EI 500033) was permanently
clogsed down, Bttery "H" CP moved to the farmer Battery "I position at
grid (BS 568957). The two remaining howitzers from Rattery "I" ocoapied ¢
position at grid (BT 548011). Cn.6February 1967 the platoon of Howbars that
had been supporting CIDG Forees at Minh Long v88 helirifted back to the
107m Mortar Battery position at grid (BS 58009), Fram 17000LH Belruary
1967 to 211300H February 1967, a Pattalion Command Group, Battery "H"{=)
‘Battery "¢ 4th Battalion, 1lth Marines , and 2 platoon of Howtars from
the 107mm Mort.ar Battery participated in Operation "RIO GRANDE" in the

" area west of Quang Ngai. At 2L1300H the Battalion Command (3'11:U T]t!l_’ n@ E@ l

h EN CLOSURE—TY
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Battery "G" (-), ( 2 Howitzers and a headquarters from Bttery "G",
and 2 howitzers fram Battery "I" (rear)) departed from the (hw Lai
Base by convoy for Queng Ngai. The following morning they were
helilifted to the vicinity of Nui Dang; grid (BS 812382) and Rttery
"Gt (-) was ready to fire at 251200H., Bastery "D" (=) 2d. Bettalion,
11th Marines was placed under the operational “control of this Command
Group and was helilifted to grid (BS 760470) on the morning of 26

Fobruary 1967. These movements were all in conjunction with Operation
upE SOI'O"_ and YDECKHOUSE VI"® which will eontinue into the month of

Mareh,

MISSIONS FIRED AT CHU LAT COMBAT BASE
TOTAL MISSICNS FIRED DURING FEBiUARY ~701
- | TARGETS OF OPPORTUNITY. - ~ 58
@ HARASSING AND INTERUICTIGN 573
REGISTRATIONS -k
DEFEN SIVE T4RGETS, : ~ 10
FIRE- FOR-EFFECT MISSIONS ~ 50
PREP FIRES ' . 6
TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED ~ 4381

PARD 111

SEGUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

le Topics

a, pcrscnnel and Administration

. : UMC - UN
. . Losses _ OFF ENL = OFF ENL
' Rttle 0 0 0 0O
Non Betile 0 3 ¢ v
Adminishrat io: 3 32 ¢ .0
heplacement s < 12 o0

Prisoners o7 VAT None

Moral = ani Personnel Service, Morale »enains av a high level.
MaLl gervice is good and movies are shown six nights 2 week.,

frcmotions | Sgb te S8zp . 2
Cpl w0 Sgb s 1
LCpl. to fpl S
Pfe %o LCPL =~ 7
Pyt Lo Pl - 2
o F 5 - ENCLOSURE . (1»

| UHELASS]
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wards and Deeoraticns Silver Star - 1
Purple Hearts - 2 (Forwarded)
Vietnamese Croga of Gallantry — 1 (Forwarded)

Vietnamese (ross of Gallantry - 2

P o et -

iscipline, 3 Special Courts-dMartial. o : .

2-67 Violation Articles 86, 134 (Charfes Dismissed)
3-67 Vidlation srticles 86, 134 (Finding of nct
Guiity)

467 Vidlation Articles 86, 1 (Pinding of Guilty)

b, Iatelligence., Nothing Significamt to report.

ce Organization and Operations, Operation 'DE SUTO" continued through
the month of Fetruary in the Nui Deng area (BS &7383) with Bttery "1Iv ()
supporting the forces involved. A battslion command group and Battery "GY (—-;
began participation in the Operation on 25 February 1967, and Battery "D" (-
came under the operational control of the 3d Bttalion, 1lth Marines and
began supporting the operation on 26 February 1967.

Operation "RIO Gn.NDE", a joimt USMC, ROK, RW, Search and Destroy
Operation was conduct=d on 17-21 February 1967 in the area wost of Quang
Ngai. 4 command group fram this battalion, Battery "H'" (-), 2 2 gun platoon

from the 107mm Mortar Battery, and Battery "K", &th Battalion, 1llth Marines,
participsted. (See enclosed After action Report Appendix A 'f‘ab 5)e

d. Training, A eraes $raining program of field artillery men (O811) which
is In effect within the Regiment in order to familiarige ecanoneers with several
t.ypes of artillery weapons contimued Shrough the month of Febtrwary. This
Battalion eross trained 24 canonears during this period, A field firing range
which was constructed with the aid of the 1st Engineer Battalion was put into
operation during Febrwary., It is designed for the fam-firing of the pistcl,
M-l4, M-16, and M=60 machine gun,

e« Supply, Mctor Transport and Logistics. There was nothing significant

to report in these areas.

f. Medical, Messing and Other Services. There was nothing significant

to report in these areas.

ffairs/Cizie Acti The hamlet of Tri Bibn I, grid (BS 553988)
was visited 5 times during the month of February, and MEDCAPS were held on eaca
visit. Approximately 40 to 50 Vletnamese were ﬁbeated( er visit for various
aflictions. Approximately one cord of wood which was vat down during the
clearing of fields of fire around the Battalion's defensive perime’er was
turned over to the S5 of the 7th Marines for distribution to the Vietnamese
people. -The Vietnamese of Tri Binh I have completed the re-construction of 2
three room school house, Rozd improvements have been a continuous task in
which this camnand has assisted by providing traleportation for materials and
supplies, The hamlet is in the process of building a local hospital for the

__g._
6 Unilcmastard Li.@ ‘
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are2, This command hag offerel its help whenever requested to assist
in this project.

PART IV
CHRONOLOGY OF_SUBORDINATE_COMMANDS

)RDIN
D SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

Appendix £ (Docamentation to Fnclosure (i)

JTAB (1; S-1 Journal

AAB (2) s? Journal

YTAB (3' S3 Journal
AB (4) S-4 Journal

TAB (5) Operation "RIO GRANDE" After Acticn Repor*
AB (6} Duveration "RIO GRINDE" position overlay:

=4 12a-1
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- S-4 3d Battalion, 1lth Marines

Thu L,ai Combat Bese
OLO0CLH Feb 67 to 282KCOH Feb 67

A0eAH Journal Opened
011 500H 3k rounds 107mm HE and clothing resupplied to Minh Long
021 4304 66 rounds 107mm HE resupplied to Minh Long
G641 030UH 120 rounds 107om HE and 26 rounds 107mm Nlum resupplied
to Minh Long
050800H 1 Pan,Sight # 23927 resupplied to Battery "In(-) at
Nui Dang
061 500H 107mm Mcrtar platoon returned from Minh Logg
17C1LO0H Convoy departed for Opn "RIQ GRANDE™
1702004 2 Howtars from 107mm Mortar Battery flown to An Hoa
181 L00H 50 rounds 107mm HE resupplied to An Hoa
391200H Mess Hall supplies and mail resupplied to Battery "IN(-)
211 900H Convoy returned from Opn "w10 GRANDE!
2113004 Convoy departed for Quang Ngai
2513004 Ca voy returned from Quang Ngéi
270800H Helilifted one MA22AL to Bn Omd Group vieinity of Nui
Dang
282,001 Journal (losed
l—pA-d-l

ENCLOSUKE (1)
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-,_ 51 3d Battalion, llth Marines
: Chu Lai Combat Mmse '
CLOCOLH Feb 67 to 28400 Feb 64

(01 COCLH Journal Opened,

0LO800K Forwarded Viebnamese Cross of Gallantry award
13(;800H " Forwarded 2 Purple Heart Awards

141400 Avarded Silver Star Medal to 2ndIt T. E. BICKFORD
192330H Pfc BRAZIER MORTON 2232204 WIA |

192331K © Ssgb LEWIS H, CHASE 1515472 WIA

1922350 LOML WESLEY A. HACKVORTH 222173 WIA

231 4004 | Awvarddl Viebnamese (ross of Gallentry to LtCol A. Se

 RUGGIERO and sgtMaj Fi W AYRES
282,000 o Journal Closed

7 i e | V
Fo 1-A-1-1 M_
| ' ‘ SURE (1)
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OLUOOLH

Q1.1 200H-281.200H
041 900H

090120H

12], 500H

1423300

1510301

1710154

1723004

2824,00H

S 3d Battalion, llth Marines
Cm Lai Combat Base
OYQOOLH Feb 67 to 282400 Feb &7

Journal Opened
Pronulgated challenge and password

107mm Mortar Battery sent o man patrol to investigate
3 small arms rounds fired from undet ermined loeation at
2 vehicles on Highwey # in the vicinity of grid (BP
555009). Negative results.

Battery "H" reported hearing S/A fire. Rounds were
observed ricochebing to the rear of the battery positicn,
Fire appeared to be coming from vicinity of grid (Bs
575970). Battery was put on 100 percent alert and 3
rounds of 105 Illumination were requested. Firing

ceased and no movement was sigateds

Battery “G" patrol located posgible VC aiming device,
A hole 1} fect in diameter, and 2 fect deep. A stake
2 feet high with bturned top 3 fect away and a amall
trec trimmed 30 inches high with a burned top, all
pointing toward Battery “G" (P. All devices were
destrowred,

Battery "H" received 3 incoming M—26 grenades, one of
which was a dud, They called for Elmm mortar illumina-
tiocn. No movement was sighted. Returned 3 rifle
grenades toward suspected enemy position with negative
results,

Follow up on 142330H: Battery "H" patrol inspecting
wire faund a3 VC claymore~type mine secired to the
protective wire, BOD disearmed’ and removed the mine.

Bttery "H" patrel found 1l ChiCom grenade cutside of
pratective wire,

Bttery "H" CP sighted mevement on the wire, 8lmm
mortar illumination was fired, and one M—26 grenade
was thrown, The {ellowing morning a patrol fcund
negative result s,

Jeurnal Closed,

, , RE (1)
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010OQLH
012400H
0224008
030855H
0311.0CH
03240CH
04,2400
0524,00H
06L4L5H

062,004
0724L.00H
082,004
0908201

09103 5H

0924L00H
1024,00H
1124000
122/,00H
1324000
1424008
1 524,008
162359H

3&3 34 Batta.licn llth Ma.r:lnes
Chu Lai Combat Ba.se
QLOOQLH Feb 67 to 282400H Feb 67
Journal Opened
Fired 50 missicns expending 431 rounds
Fired 19 missions expending 80 rounds
2 guns from Rry vHu displaced ﬁ'om (HI' 500033)
2 gans from Bbry uHn laid at (B 547C11)
Fired 36 missions expending 265 rounds
Fired 39 missions expending 203 rounds
Ei.x'ei 38 missions expending 220 rounds

2 guns from 107mm Mortar Battery Helilifted from Minh
Long back to permanent position

Fired 28 missions expending 164 rounds

Fired 35 miseions expending 341 rounds

Fired 19 missions expending 120 rounds

2 gans from Btry "H* displaced from (BT 547011) and were
laid at (BS 568958)

2 Guns from Bry “IV (rear) displaced from ( BS 568958)
and were laid at (BP 547011)

Fired 10 missions expending 24 rounds
Fired 11 missions expending 37 rounds
Fired 11 missions e;:pa:diﬁg 37 rounds
Fired 12 missicns expending 55 rounds
Fired 20 missions e@mdmg 112' rounds

Fired 19 missions expending 122 rounds

. Fired 25 Missions expending 156 rounds

2 guns from Bry "H" and 2 guns from Btry "I (rear)
displaced in order to parbicipa.t.e in Opn “RIQ GRAVDE"

l—A—B-l
ENCLOSURE (1)
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162,004
1701.00H

170800!-1

1710354

17L730H

172400H
181505H

1824L00H

191 845H

192,00H -

2024L00H -

Z11400H

21Y900H

212400H
2221,00H
" 2324:004

24,1300H

241 630H
2424,004

=3 38 mttalion, 11th Marines
Chu. Lal Combat Bse
OLOOCAH Feb 67 to 282L00H Feb 67

Fired 23 missions expending 164 rounds

P Omd Group and Battery "H'(-) and Battery "K" ith
Rttalion, 11th Marines departed by convoy for Quang
Ngai.

2 guns from 107mm Morta™r Battery heliliftad to M Hoa
for Opn "RIO GRANDE"

2 guns from 107mm Mortar Battery 1aid at (BS 473863)

Bry "HU(-) and Bry "K" laid and in action at (BS 568727)
Opn "RIO GRANDE

Fired 19 missions expending 112 rounds
Bry "HY(-) and Btry "K" laid and in action at (BS 5L7733)
Fired 30 missions expendlng 238 round.s

2 guns from 107m Mortar Battery ccmpleted heldlift from
in Hoa to (BS 547734 )

Fired 22 missions expending 99 rounds

 Fired 24 missions expending 157 rounds

Units participating in Opn "RIO GRANDE" displaced for
return to Chu Lai.

Camand Group, Btry "H'(=-), and 2 107mm Mortars back in
GCombat Base after return from Omm "RIO GRENDE", ™try "K"
remained at (uang Ngai.

" Fired 27 missions expending 182 raunds

Fired 20 missions expending 122 rounds

Fired 22 missions expending 134 rounds

Battalion Commend Group and Btry "G"(-) departed by
eonvoy to Quang Ngai. :

Convoy arrived at (uang Ngai

Fired 29 Missions expending 191 rounds

1~A-3-2 |
ENCLOSURE (1)
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s | 543 3d Battalion, 1ith Marines
¢ fai Combat Bage
QLOCULH Feb 67 to 2682400H Feb 67

251200H Helilift completed; Bry "GU(-) ready to fire at grid

(Bs 812382) m Ond Group co-located with vG"(-) and in
A operaticn ' . ’

QSéLOOH 2L, missions fired expending 124 rounds

281.430H : ‘Bry "DM(~) helilift completeds ReadSr to fire at grid
(Bs 760470) _ :

262400 33 missions fired expending 165 rounds

272L00H 27 missicns fired expending 1351 rounds

2823 59H 7 mi‘ss:lions tifed experding 195 rounds

282L,00H Journal losedi

1~4-3-3 '_ F |
o CLOSURE (1)
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’ HEADQUARTERS ‘
3d Battalion, 11th Marines —

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMP :
FPO, San Francisco, mhform.a 96602

3A/P6S/18d
'03A05767
: 24 Feb 1967
OONFIDH\ITIAL ' '
- _Fi'qm: Cornmand:mg Officer - : ' J‘D BN 1
To: - Commanding Officer, Tth:Marines S&C b7 LLLES

© Via:  Commanding Officer, lst' Field Artillery Group
m‘bd:. Combat, ,Qpefafion Arta' Aét?'.on Beport Copy Ne e

Ref: (a) DivO 3480.1 == oteg
1. Code Na.me. Search ana Destrﬂy Operatlon "RIO GRANDEY,

2, Date 3f _Eet‘a.tlon. 17000LH FEB 1967 t@ 211300H FEB 1967.

< 3 Louitnon. Qxa.ng Ngai Prov:mce, RVN Map Sheets AMS Sa'les L7014,
Sheehs (- -TV)

4 s Command and Control Headquarters.  7th Marines, -

5. gepcnmg Officer.  1tGol A. S. RUGGIERO.

Commanding Officer
3d Battalion, 1llth Marines

6i Task Orgenization

. Detachnent, leadenarters tattery, 3d Eﬂttala.on » 11th karines
‘ : : LtCol .. S5e UGUILRC

mttery "HY, 3d Battalion, ilth karines (-)
lstlt 5. L. SHEAN

Platoon, 107mm Mortar Battery, 3d Battalion, llth Marines
2dLt D. P. BUIGSS

Ehtuerj g, ith Battalion, llth karines

. lStLt C- iue ASH

7. Supporting Forceé_

Dnttary "NY, 4th :iat.tallon, 11th #arices

Platoon "B", 34 155%m Gun Battery (SP), 1llth iarines
‘Platoon "BY, 3d 8" Howitzer Battery (3P), 1lth karines
&tta-« vav, 2nd mttallon, w,h Field artillery (USi)

8, Intellipence 7th ulr:mes .L.:Ulu. _

9. DMission. Frovide art.i_ller_y ﬁre support to u;MC and AW forces in
the area of Operatlons.

4 ' ~ . ' ‘
. , J~A-5 -1 d
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10. Concept of O ratlon, , he Eﬂmmaﬂﬂﬂwp Orfﬁcer First Field Artillery
Group, 1lih Marines, dlrscte€ 1 paetalicy, 1lth Marines to provide artillery
fire sup@ort tO-ddﬁf&aceé-TOICGS 1n the arca of operationa.
et epgloxed

11, Execution. At 0100 17 February the Rattalion Command Group with Battery
" (~ 32 }dttalion 11th Marines, (4 105mm howitzers), Battery "K", Uth Bat-

talleon, 1lth Marires, (’ towad 155mm howitzers), a reinforced platoon form Comp~
eny "L¥, 3d Lattalicen, 5th Marines, a detachment from Company-#B", .1st Engineer
Ravsallion, ae ment from Company MC" 1st. Antvi.Tank Battalion departed
treom the Chyw et Combat Baege te.cechpy a.pesition areaiin the vicinity of grid
BS52735 dn support of Operation "RIO GRAFIR". The group arrived at the Quang

21 Arfield at i7070CH., The Comtihd.CGroup and Batue“";r” "K!. deperted from the
isld at 1707308 and were ready to fire from grid BS568728 at 170330H, At
1?’300 “1tu@r; “HY (~) wes laid and ready to fire at gria 33567728 . At 170830H
o pistoon from bhs *)1wn Mortar Battery (2 howtars) was helilifted from MARION
Pad grid P“‘H”(Lj to AN HOA grid BS473864, “The: 107mm Mortar pletoon was laid
and ready e 2% 171030H., At 181215H the Coumund Group and Battery "H" (=)

cei gl 17732,  Battery WH'.(-) was 1aid and resdy to Tire at-
K'Y and 4 second echelon of the Command Gromp displaced from
- 1813504, - Bauferv uxh.wag latd and ready to fi rc_ab grid BS-
U A% 191300H the 107mm Mortar platcon was hketilifhed from AN
i7V32 6 A% uc’gﬂﬂﬁ Tha M 1118FE we completed and the platoon - »
Lomeady $o Tire, 0n . L0S30H Batiery "K''.displaced .for theé Quang Ngai
rirfiele i BIOCLT2T and was J2id ond ready to fire at 211130H, Battery "H"
(=), dine 07w Morinr Plutoon, bnd the Batdaiioh-Cowmand Group displaced for a
mcbor marsh +o the Cha Tal Couibhat P / . 'FH;
The grovp provided fireisupposs S0 U £V, and ROK Forces until 2112008
at which %ims Rattery "K' was returned to the cperational control of 4th Bats °
talicn, I1%h Marines. The rifle platoon from Company "L", 34 Battalion, 5th
Marined wns left in support of Battery "I' at Queng Ngai.
The detachments from the lst Enginec? Battalion; and 1st Anti Tank Battalw

ion were raiurned to operational conirol of their parenb unlts at 211900H when
the group arrived & the Chu Iai Combat Base - ‘

e MISSIONS FIRED ¢ T ‘
'margets of Opportun1ty R I
Harrassing & Interdiction 208
Defensive Targets L
Pz‘ep Fires 12 e A ey
Registrat;ons _ _ ey
| E @"t‘ e Tdtal 304
oIt AMMUNITION Emmn L
v 105mm HowitzerA ‘ 1694 o
107mm Mortar = < RET gy o
’ _ _ 155mm Howitzer (PD) 1358 L ‘
osenwT et U 155mm Howitzer (SPY e 15200 wianiic )
8" Howitzer (SP) “7“322w'"“’ S
Total 4086
L
2
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12, ulus. 7 Confirmed KIA, 12 Prokable KTA, 1 Senondary Explosion, 3
buildJngs dostroyed. I% i3 alss webed that She /RVN Airborne Task Forze
aytributed a Confirmed VC body cownt o over 3CO to cowhined Air, Art-
illery and ground action during the operation.

- 13. Administrative Matters. Administrative Flasn 301-66 applied to this
operation.

a. Supplies, All classes of supply were provided from e L8A Quang Hgal
with excellent results, with th: exception of resupply for 107mm Mortar
Battery in the AW HOA position., These supplies were provided by the bat—
talion, and flown direcily fiom.The pcrmaaent-p081t£on a%-Chu Tl .

b. Maintenance. No significant events,

e, Ammunition Handiing, Wo significant events,

d. Commumications, No significant events.

14, Special Tquipment and Teehniques, Nd significant events,

15, Commanderisg AnaLy51s, The operation provided vdluable experience in the
following areas: .

a, Displacement of the Battallon Commend Group by echelon,

b. Clese coordiration of artillery fires with and in support of RVN

Forces.
L0

s AL
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By direction

R ELAR OV T

[y e

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

H(-)

11 181630H Feb

i ' ; eeos

107

° |

to 210830H Feb

H(-)
19190CH Feb to
3/11 K

Map Bheets 6739 II
6739 II1

. Series LL 7014

J 211400H Feb

~d

j

!

Operation "RIO GRANDE" Firing positions

1-A-6-1

DECLASSIFIED
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11 1813308 Feb to 211400 Feb

11 181330H Feb to 211400H Beb

3) o ""11 170830 Feb to

18121 5H Feb (one
ech remain with Bry "K")

11 171400H Feb to

182154 Feb
i -
$ |11 170830H Feb to
] 1&8.330H Feb
60

gchESURE )




