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with references Ca) and (b) for the period 1 September to ,30 September 
1966. 
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CONfl 

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 

1. Organizational Data 

a. Designation. 4th Battalion, llth M:l.rines (Rein) 

b. Location. Chu Iai, Republic of Vietnam 

c •. Period Covered. OlOOOJH September to 302400H September 1966 

d. Command and Executive Staff 

Commanding Officer 
Executive Officer 
S-l 
S-2 
5-3 
5-4 

1 to 30 September 
1 to 30 September 
1 to 30 September 
1 to 30 September 
1 to 30 September 
1 to 30 September 

LtCol G. R. LAMB 
M3.j F. R. HARPER 
CWO J. N. CLOlrl 
Capt R. E. PFRIMMER 
Capt R. -J. GRAHJU.1 
capt C. E. SINCLAIR 

2. Commanding Officer's Narrative SUllllIJary of Significant Events 

During the period 1 to 30 September, this battalion continued to support 
operations of the III MAF. The battalion and its aSSigned batteries have the 
following assigned missions: 

4th Battalion (Rein) 
Battery 11K": 
Battery ilL" 
Battery IIWI, 

Battery "Nil. 

G/S of lst Mtrine Division 
Modified mission GS/Rein 2/11 
Modified mission GS/Rein 2/11 
MOdified mission as/Rein 3/11 
G/S 2d ARVN Division 

In addition to the organic batteries listed above, this battalion has operational 
control (OPCON) of the 3d 8" Howitzer Battery and the 3d 155nun Gun Battery. The 
battalion continued to man an observation post at coordinates BS 517778 (Nui Tron). 
On 4 September, Battery UK" reported to 2d Battalion, 11th Marines, for OPCON in 
conjunction with Operation NAPA. On 8 September, two (2) 155mm howitzer (towed) 
from Battery "N" reported to 3d Battalion, 11th Ms.rines for OPCON in conjunction 
with Operation FRESNO. During September 1966, this battalion fired 1665 missions 
as follows: 

Observed 

258 

Unobserved 
26 

!ill 
1381 

The battalion has fired a total ot 15670 rounds during this period. 

155How 

13,917 915 
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3. Detailed description of significant events 

a. Personnel 

Losses: 

(a) Battle: None 
(b) Non Battle: None 
(c) Administrative: 4 Officers, 313 Enlisted, 1 Enlisted (USN) 

(2) Gains: 

(a) Replacements: 5 Officers, 74 Enlisted, 1 Enlisted (USN) 

(3) POWls captured: None 

(4) 11orale: Elccellent 

(5) Personal Services: A weekly PX run has been established for the 
personnel of this battalion. Once monthly, a mail (money orders, stamps, etc.) 
run is sent to each battery. 

(6) Promotions: 213 Enlisted, 2 Officers 

(7) Awards and Decorations: Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry; 1 Silver" 
and 1 Bronze to 2 Officers. 

b. Administration 

(1) Normal administrative fmlCtions were accomplished d1ll'ing the month. 
No difficulties encountered. -

(2) The f,"ollovdng disciplinary action was awarded by this command d1ll'ing 
the reporting period. 

c. Intellie:ence 

ARTICLE 15. UCMJ 
10 

(1) On the morning of 4 September, two small children, ages 7, were 
apprehended in the Motor Transport tent and were released to their parents. 

(2) On the morning of 4 September, small arms fire was heard in the 
vicinity of Battalion Headquarters. Two fire teams were sent to investigate. 
One Viet Cong suspect was brought in and t1ll'ned over to 9th ITT. The suspect 
was given an Identification card and released by 9th ITT. 

(3) On the morning of 7 September, 2d Platoon, 3d 8" Howitzer Battery 
(Sp) received six rounds of sniper fire (small arms). One round of direct fire 
was placed in the area from which the small arms originated. No f1ll'ther activity. 
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CONflDtNTIAL 
(4) On the evening of $ September, 3d $It Howitzer Battery (sP) 

received small arms fire at their post # 7. Firing came from South and )lj'est 
from said position. Two rounds small arms were returned by post # 7, ,3d a" 
Ho-witzer Battery (SF). 

(5) On the evening of 8 September, Battery "Kit thought they had 
personnel outside their wire. Small arms rounds were being fired from West 
to East in front of their position. Two hand illumination flares' were fired 
and 4 rounds of small arms at a movement on the outer wire with negative re­
sults. 

(6) On the morning of 11 September, Headquarters Battery, 4th Battalion, 
11th Marines, 3d 8" Howitzer Battery (sp) and 3d l55mm Gun Battery (sP) were 
attacked by Viet Congo A force of about 20 Viet Cong attacked with small arms, 
grenades and AT/Rockets also. This attack lasted about 15 minutes. 5 M3.rine 
personnel- were wounded. They were treated at the Battalion Aid station and re­
turned to duty. One Viet Cong KIA was confirmed, 4 Viet Cong KIA. were probable 
and a Viet Gong \ilIA (probable) were claimed. A. list of equipment captured 
follows: 

Seventeen (17) potatoemasher type grenades,. 
Two (2) 40.80 anti-tank rockets RP 62. 
Three (3) magazines (Chicom assault). 
Two (2) magazines 9mm. 
Seventeen (17) home made grenades. 
Five (5) satchel charges (home made). 
One (1) rifle grenade. 
One (1) pocket knife. 
Four (4) cartridge belts. 
One (1) ~26 grenade. 

(7) On the evening of 11 September, Battery tI}ijlt received 3 incoming 
grenades. It could hot be determined which direction the grenades came from 
or the type. 

(8) On the evening of 12 September, Battery uLIt received one 60mm 
mortar round in their position.' There was no injury or damage. Four rounds 
of direct fire were fired at a movement in the tree line with negative results. 

(9) On the morning of 13 September, Battery tiM" received 1 grenade 
and 15 rounds 'of automatic weapons fire from 300 meters South of their position. 
No fire was returned du~ to ~he position of a frie~d~ patrol in the vicinity. 

~, 

(10) On the afternoon of 20 September, Battery ll~lIt wiremen found a dud 
in the middle of the road between 3d Battalion, 7th M:l.rines CF and Comparv I, 3d 
Battalion, 7th Mlrines. An engineer team was dispatched to check the dud. It 
turned out to be a 155mm round that had been booby trapped. The round was dis­
armed and destroyed in place. 

,.. .;: 
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(11) At 0800 on 21 September, a routine patrol from Battery "M" was 
dispatched to patrol near the Battery "M" position. _ The IJ8.trol returned and 
reported finding one grappling hook (Homemade), several broken branches in 
line and a pile of rocks generall¥ pointing to the Battery. All were located 
on the reverSe slope of a hill. 

(12) On the afternoon of 23 September, a patrol from 4th Battalion, 
11th }lbrines was operating about 300 meters outside the perimeter wire. The 
patrol heard three shots and advanced in the general direction. They saw 
two PFls and one Marine advisor (Sgt) advancing toward them. They reported 
that they had a Viet Cong in a tunnel. The patrol radioed back and was ad­
vised to help dig out the Viet qong. The patrol started digging and also 
threw one hand-grenade into the tunnel. Further digging failed to turn up 
aqything except a few dishes. The tunnel had caved in from the explosion. 

d. Training. No new concepts were introduced which required special 
training. 

e. Special Operations 

Period -1-10 September 

On 4 September, Battery "K" chopped OPCON to 2d Battalion, 11th 
¥arines for Operation NAPA. 

On 6 September, Battery tiM" and the 2d P1a.toon, 3d 8 t! Howitzer Battery 
(SF) occupying position, coordinates BS 53999443, and BS 53999442 were relaid 
on azimuth 5200, and the 1st Platoon 3d 8U Hrndtzer Battery (Sp) occupying 
position coordinates BT 43910964 was relaid on azimuth 3500 to support reconn­
aissance elements on Hill 707, coordinates BS 4.18998. Upon completion of mission, 
Battery "101" and 2d Platoon, 3d S" Howitzer Battery (SF) relaid on their original 
azimuths of 4200 and 4000 respectivel¥ with the 1st Platoon, 3d 81\ Howitzer 
Battery (SF) remaining on azimuth 3500. 

On 7 September, Battery "Kit returned OPCON this Headquarters and occupied 
pOSition, coordinates BT 44440076, azimuth 5600. On the evening of 7 September, 
Battery ilL" disp~ced two (2) Ml09ls to pOSition, coordinates BS 576986, azimuth 
of fire 1500 in preparation for displacement to Battery "N't pOSition, coordin­
ates BS 60607210 (Quang Ngai). 

9n 8 September, the two (2) MlO9 howitzers from- Battery ltV' at coordin­
ates BS 576986 displaced to Battery IIW11 S pOSition, coordinates BS 60607210, arid 
J.Aid on azimth 5400. Two (2) l55mm howitzers (towed) from Battery UWt displaced 
to coordinates BS 645728 and reported to 3d Battalion, 11th ~rines for OPCON 
in conjunction with Operation FRESNO on 8 September. Battery "NIt now consist-
ing of two (2) Ml09 howitzers and two (2) 155mm howitzers (towed). . 

On 10 September, two (2) 155nnn howitzers (towed), returned OPCON to 
Battery "N" and occupied position, coordinates BS 606Cfl2l0, azimuth of fire 
3000. Battery uNI' now has two (2) howitzers J.Aid on azimth 3000, and two (2) 
laid on azimth 5400. The two (2) ID.09 howitzers departed Battery liN" position 
for Battery "Lit position, coordinates BT 3950l447. Upon arriving at the 1\n Tan 
Ferry, coordinates BT 49750665, the two (2) Ml09 howitzers were unable to make 
the crossing and were subsequently emplaced and laid at coordinates BT 49S50665, 
azimuth of fire 4800. DCWNGHADED AT :-.; Y.EAR. ~ALSi 
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Period 11-26 September 

On 11 September, the two (2) Ml09 howitzers at the An Tan Ferry, coordinates 
BT 49S5Q)65, displaced to Battery u!.t1 position, coordinates BT 3950l447, azimuth 
of fire 4600. On il September, Battery "Kit displaced their battery position to 
coordinates BT 44150955,. azimuth of fire 4500. 

On 15 September, Battery uN" occupying position BS 60607210 relaid one (1) 
howitzer on azimuth ilOO to support a Radio Relay Team at coordinates BS 
661760 (B)lddha Mountain). 

On 20 September, the battalion observation post at coordinates BS 51777S 
(Nui Tron) was instructed to increase the surveillance to the I.'lest of their 
position due to the report of increased activity in the area vicinity, coordin-
ates BS 4781. ' 

On 22 September, the task organization of the battalion was modified as 
follows: 3d 8" Howitzer Battery (SP) is no longer attached to 4th Battalion, 
lith t-arines; 3d S" Howitzer Battery (SP) and 3d 155mm Gun Battery lSP} are 
OPCON 4th Battalion, 11th M:l.rines: ADCON remaining with the 11th ~rines. 
Additionally, Battery "W' Forward was redesignated Battery tlN". 

On. 24 September, the firing of 3d 155mm. Gun Battery (sp) was restricted to 
the firing of observed missions. 

On 26 September, 1st Plt 3d 155mm Gun Battery (SP) relaid one· glln on azimuth 
5700 to support Rough Rider convoy going to Danang and returning on the 27th. 
Upon return of the convoyi the gun was relaid on its original azimuth of 4400. 

f. Command and Control 

Headquarters, 4th Bn. 

Battery 11K" 

Battery "LII 

Battery "M'I 

HQ Platoon, 3d gil 
Howitzer Btry (Sp) 

1st Platoon, 3d Sit 
Howitzer Btry (SF) 

2d Platoon, 3d a"' 
Howitzer Btry (Sp) 

3d Platoon, 3d gil 
Howitzer Btry (Sp) 

i?age#. 

Coordinates 

BT 441099 

"BT 4444W76 
BT 44150955 

BT 39501447 

BS 53999443 

BS 60607210 

BT 43S097 

BT 43910964 

BS 53999442 

BT 43810974 

DECLASSIFIED 

/' 

Direction of Fire 

5600 
4500 

4600 

4200 

5400/3000/1100 

3500 

4000 

4800 
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HQ Platoon, 3d 155mm 
Gun Battery (SP) 

1st Platoon, 3d 155mm 
Gun Battery (SF) 

2d Platoon, 3d 155mm 
Gun Battery (SP) 

3d Platoon, 3d 155mm 
Gun Battery (SP) 

g. Close Combat. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Coordinates Direction of Fire 

BT 437098 

BT 39511445 4900/4000 

BS 54069429 4150 

BT 43780965 4000 

e During the early morning of 11 September, the 3d 8" Howitzer Battery (sp) 
and the 3d 155mm Gun Battery (sp) colocated with Headquarters Battery, 4th 
Battalion, 11th Marines at coordinates BT 438096, BT 438(J)7, and BT 44lr:Jt9 
respectively were attacked by an estimated twenty (20) Viet Cong inflicting 
five (5) USMC casualities. Viet Cong casualties were one (1) KIA (confirmed), 
four (4) KIA (probable), eight (8) wE (Probable). Tab (5) to Appendix B to 
Enclosure (1) refers. 
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Appendix A: List of ReferenceS to 4th Battalion, 11th Marines (Rein) 
Comma.nd Chronology 1 September to 30 September 1966. 

References 

a. M:l.ps: Vietnaml:50,OOO 
AMS Sheets 67391, '673911 
6739111, 6739IV, Series L7014 

b. Documentation 

A-l 

DECLASSIFIED 

Attached 

Not attached 
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Appendix B (Documentation) to 4th Battalion, llth ~rines conmmd Chronology 
of 1 September to 30 September 1966. 

Contents 

j 3-1 Journal 

j s-2 Journal 

.j S-3 Journal 

/.8-4 J oumal . 

jf Amplifying Report on Incident at 4th 
Battalion, 11th 'Marines at 0130 on 
11 September 1966 

B-1 

TAB (1) 

TAB (2) 

TAB (3) 

TAB (4) 

TAB (5) 
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Tab 1 (S-l Journal Entries) to Appendix B (Documentation) to L~th Battalion, 
11th Marines Command Chronology of 1 - 30 September 1966. 

010900HSep BnAdj CHO-2 CLo\'J evacuated to IstIJledBn at Ol0800HSep66. 

030800HSep Certificates of Appointment presented this date as indicated: 
R. F. COULTER, GySgt (Btry K), J. N. HORR.IS, SSgt (Btry H) • 

040900HSep FHFPac Inspection Team conducted inspection of Battalion this date. 

o61500HSep Capt B. L. l.'m:rrL1"Y (HqBtry) awarded Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry 
(Silver), IstLt C. R. ASH (Btry K) (Bronze), this date. 

121000HSep BnAdj C1"10-2 eLOhT returned from lstl'1edBn at 120930HSep66. 

182100HSep GySgt G. ~f. HILLlflJiS (HqB-r,ry), PFC J. D. ROBINSON (HqBtry) l-lounded 
when pOlvder cannister exploded. Cannister N"aS designed as a trip 
flare. GySgt 1rJILLIAKS evacuated by chopper to IstNedBn and PFC 
ROBINSON treat,ed at BnAidStat,ion and returned to duty in Bn area. 
Casualty report turned into Division Ca.sualty Reporting Section on 
19Sep66. 

221300HSep CO, llthl'lar msg 210220ZSep66 rec directing ADCON of 3rd8I1 HOt"lBtry(SP} 
returned to llthl1ar effective 2L~OO, 22Sep66. ADCON no longer 
belongs to 4thBn, llthHar. 

251900HSep PFe H. C. KENNJillY (HqBtry) aCCidentally shot himself in the v-rrist 
at 1555, 25Sep66 in An Tan vThile on authorized liberty. PFC 
KENNEDY evacuated to lstMedBn for treatment. 

271860HSep Captain promotions presented to IstLts A. F. mTlNSENand H. H. KISER 
by Bn CO on 27Sep66. 

B-l-l 

Page:#= 10 

DECLASSIFIED 

DOWNGHADED AT :3 YEAR arrEHI{ALS; 
DECLAS.,IFP [; "\~TEH 12 Yi.IIIIt.. 

oo.u !Jilt 5200.10 . 

Tab 1 to Appendix B 
to Enclosure (1) 



DECLASSIFIED 

c "'r~DEf~T.l' ,e , 
Tab 2 (5-2 Journal entries) to Appendix. B (Documentation) to 4th Battalion, 
11th Marines Command Chronology of 1-30 September 1966 

040645 Two small children found in M.T. tent (Ages 7) released to parents. 

040945 Small arms fire heard in vicinity of Battalion Headquarters, Coordinates 
BT 441101. Two fire teams sent to investigat'e; one va suspect brought in 
and turned over to 9th ITT. Suspect was given an ID card and releas ed by 
9th ITT. 

070130 2d Platoon, 3d glt Howitzer Battery (Sp), $' 539944 received six rounds sniper 
fire (small arms) from B'S· 531943. One round direct fire placed BS 53944. 
No further activity. -

082115 3d 81t HO'witzer Battery (SP), BT 438097 received small arms fire at their 
post # 7 BT 439098. Firing came from South and West from said pOSition. 
Two rounds small arms were returned by post # 7, 3d 8" Howitzer Batt ery \Sp). 

082200 Battery "K" thought they had pers'onnel outside their wire. Small arms 
rounds were being tired from !tlest to East in front of their position. 
Two hand illumination flares and 4 rounds of small arms were fired at a 
movement on the outer wire with negative results. 

110130 Headquarters Battery, 4th Battalion, 11th M3.rines, 3d 8" Howitzer Battery 
(Sp), and 3d 155mm Gun Battery (Sp), coordinates BT 441099, 438097, 
438097 res ectful:Ly were attacked b Vi~~. A-force of about 20 va 
attacked with sma arms and grenades. This attack lasted about 15 min­
utes. 5 Marine personnel were wounded. They were treated at the Battalion 
aid station and returned to duty. One (1) VC KIA confirmed, 4 va KIA 
(probable). 8 NIA .(probable). 

112100 Battery "M' received 3 incoming grenades at coordinates BS 538694Q'5.. It 
could not be determined which direction the grenades came from or'their 
type. 

122230 - Battery "LII took one 60mm mqrtar round in their pOSition, no injuries or 
damage. 4 rounds direct fire were fired at a movement in tree line. 

130300 Battery "M" received 1 grenade and 15 rounds of automatic weapons fire 
from 300 meters South of their position. No fire was returned due to 
position of a friendly patrol in the vicinity. 

201540 Battery "M" on 200910 reported a dud found by wiremen at coordinates 
BS 554957 in the middle of the ~road between 3d Battalion, 7th ~rines CP 
and CompaI\V I, 3d Battalion, i'Z.th Marines CP. An Engineer team was dis­
patched to check the dud. It turned out to be a 155mm round that had 
been booby trapped. The round was disarmed and destroyed in place. 

211130 Battery I'M" dispatched a routine patrol from their area at 0000 to patrol 
near Battery "M' position. The patrol returned and reported finding one 
(1) grappling hook (Homemade), several broken branches in line and a pile 
of rocks generally pointing to the Battery. All '-lere located on reverse 
slope of hill near coordinates BS 548942. The patrol destroyed the mark-

- ings. 
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231345 A 4th Battalion, 11th ~Brines patrol was at coordinates BT 444106 
about 300 meters out from the battalion's perimeter wire. The patrol 
heard three shots and advanced in the general direction of the firing. 
About fifty meters further, the patrol heard automatic weapons fire 
about fifty meters away. They saw tl'lO Vietnamese Popular Force and 
one farine advisor (Sgt) advancing toward them. The Mirine advisor 
reported that they had a VC in a tunnel. The patrol radioed back and 
were advised to help dig out the VC. The patrol started digging and 
also threw one hand-grenade into the tunnel. Further digging failed 
to turn up anything except a few dishes. The tunnel had caved in 
from the explosion. 

281400 A 4th Battalion, lith ~rines patrol was sent out at 1330H to patrol 
the perimeter of the Battery area BT 441099. At 1400H, the patrol 
found a detailed drawing of the Headquarters Battery area in the sand 
at coordinates BT 441101. 

231945 The following spot reports were received from 5th M3.rines: 
(1) Coordinates BT 402091, BT 403094. 1 VC demolition platoon armed 
with explosives. Rating (C-3). 
(2) Coordinates BT 3?01Cf/, BT 374135. Approximately 100 VC with one 
60mm mortar and one .30 cal. machine gun. Possible intentions to harass 
by mortar fire Ongbo Bridge and r·wphi Fort. 
(J) Coordinates BT 435104, possible element of the 706 Battalion in the 
area. C-3 rating. 

290945 A ~th Battalion, 11th l~rines patrol was sent out at 0930H to patrol the 
area around the Battery "K", 3d 8" Howitzer Battery (SP) and 3d 155mm 
Gun Battery (Sp) area •.. At 0945H, coordinates, BT 433091, this patrol 
found a booby trapped 60nm mortar round. EOD was notified and removed 
the round for further investigation. 

301400 On the afternoon of 30 September 1966, a woman by the name ·of FRONTHUM, 
age about 35 "taS brought to Headquarters Battery position in a litter 
by two men, one her husband. She had a lofound in the left arm and side. 
Supposedly this Hound was inflicted by a RVN lvarine at coordina:tes BT 
425105 at 1400 this date. This woman was treated at Battalion~Aid 
station and then transferred to First Iu1ed- Battalion for further treat­
ment. 
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• 
Tab 3 (S-3 Journal entries) to Appendix B (Documentation) to 4th Battalion, 
11th Marines Command Chronology of 1-30 September 1966. 

040810 Received Fire Rep from Battery tll4" on concentration UZ 118, coordinates 
BS 511894. Good effect on target, three (:3) VC KIA confirmed, two (2) 
VC KIA probable. 

041205 Battery IIKtI reported to 2dBattalion, 11th M3.rines for OPCON in conjunc­
tion '~thOperation NAPA. 

051430 Received from 11th Ms.rines: l'fandatory that we maintain two (2) 8 11 

hoot zers in the Batte_17 "M" position at all times. 

070115 2d Plt, 3d 81t Howi.tzer Battery received incoming small arms fire. Fired 
one 8" round direct fire in area where incoming small arms fire origin­
ated. Clearance granted by adjacent infantry unit 3d Battalion, 7th 
l>farines • 

071100 Battery "KII returned OPCON this battalion and occupied position, coord­
inateS BT 44440876, azimuth 5600. 

071510 Battery "Lit displaced two (2) Nl09 howitzers to coordinates BS 5769S6 in 
preparation for move to Quang Ngai. 

080700 Two (2) 155mm Howitzers from Battery liN" reported to 3d Battalion, 11th 
Marines for OPCON in conjunction with Operation FRESNO. 

101750 Two (2) 155mm howitzers (towed) returned from Operation FRESNO and chopped 
OPCON Battery II WI arid laid on azimuth 3000. 

110130 Headquarters Battery, 4tlJ, Battalion, lith l-arines, 3d 81t Howitzer Battery 
(Sp), and 3d l55unn Gun Battery (sp) CP complex was attacked by approxi­
mate4r 20 Viet Congo 5 l{a.rines vall., 1 VC KIA confirmed, 4 va KIA 
(pro~able),_ 8 va WI! (probable). -

lll600 Battery "K" disp;t.a.ced to new battery position (BT 44150955) azimuth of 
fire, 4500. 

I~~:~~~. 
112100 Battery 11M" received- 3 incoming grenades (~:53869405). Type of 

grenades aild direction they came from can no-~' be determined. 

1.22)00 Battery "1,11 received one (1) 60rmn mortar round. No injuries or damage. 
Four _ (4) rounds of direct fire l55rmn howitzer were placed at movement 
in tree line. Mission was cleared by CO 1st Battalion, 5th Marines. 

130030 Battery UM'1 received one (l) grenade and 15 rounds of automatic weapons 
fire from 300 meters South of position. No fire was returned due to 
position of friendly-patrol in vicinity. . 

131740 Received from lith Marines: There will be no firing in the Chu lai 
Defense Command area to the East of Hwy 1. 
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201245 Received from 11th Marines: 1st Recon Battalion reports that there is 
increased IQovement to the \vest of Nui Tron in the vicinity, coordinates 
BS 47B1. Battalion OP at· Nui Tron instructed to increase surveillance 
to the West. 

221400 Battery liMit Forward redesignated Battery lINI'. 

221500 Received from 11th Marines: Battalion Task Organization was modified as 
follows: 3d gil Howitzer Battery (sp) is no longer attached. 3d 81t 

Howitzer Battery (sp) is now OPCON 4th Battalion, 11th Marines, ADCON 11th 
Marines. 3d 155mm Gun Battery (SP) is now OPCON 4th Battalion, 11th 
Marines, !DeON llth Marines. 

231630 Received from 11th M9.rines: Rel.a.y one (1) gun from 1st Plt,3d 155 Gun 
Battery on aziJmlth 4000. Now one (1) gun laid azimuth 4900 and one on 
4000. 

241450 Received from 11th Marines ~ 3d 155 Gun Battery (SP) r,estricted to firing 
observed missions o~. 

252130 Received from llth M:l.rines: Have 1st PIt 3d 155 Gun Battery (sp) relay 
one gun on azimuth 5700 prior to 2605300. Activate M 462 by 05000. 
Reason! to support Rough Rider convoy going to Danang and returning on 
the 27th. 

281605 Requested. permission from llth Mlrines to relay lst Plt, 3d 155 Gun 
Battery (SF) gun on azilIlllth 5700 back to its original azimuth of 4900. 
Permission granted. 

291510 Received from 11th ~arines: Fire MiSSion; Series Garrot consisting 
of five concentrations: n 81B, BT· 374052; XY 819, BT 367065; :lIT 820 
BT 36B058, n 821, BT 376(J76, n 822, BT 369073; fired Battery uKu, "Lit 
and 3d Platoon, 3d 8" Howitzer Battery (Sp). Expended 302 155rnm 
hm'1itzer rounds and 29 8" howitzer rounds. No surveillance at this time. 
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Ta.b 4 ($-4 Journal) to Appendix. B (Documentation) to 4th Battalion, 11th 
Marines: (Rein), Command Chronology of l-303eptember 1966 

010800 Rations and Class IV, sent to Battery liN" by convay. 

040730 FMFPac Inspection Team inspected the~ Battalion in Logistics, 
Maintenance, and Fiscal. ,Inspection completed 04l630. 

051200 Ordnance spare parts sent to Battery "WI, by Helicopter. 

080600 Three trucks with 155mm aIIDD.Unition and two 14-1091s sent to Q]..IADg Ngai. 
Trucks and ammu.nition to support Operation Fresno. Two 14-1091'5 assigned 
to Battery "N't. 

091400 9th Engineer Battalion furnished LoW-BOy to transport TD-l8 from 
Battery "MI' position to Headquarters Battery position. 

101300 Rations and Cla.ss_ V sent to Battery "W' by convoy. 

101400 Two M-109 t S and three tTllCks returned from Battery "Nil. 

140715 S BA.-279 sent to Battery "N" by Helicopter. 

170700 Rations and Class V sent to Battery liN'" by convo:r. 

181400 Two. Gas Check: Pads sent to Battery UNit' bYe Helicopter. 

181800 S BA-3S6 1s sent to Battery t"NIt by Helicopter. 

211800 Furnished six men for Regiment to load anmumition at the alJlllDlnition 
sUPP4r point. Working party secured at 1900. 

e 220800 Rations sent to Battery liN" by convCJ:f. 

270600 Hot chow and mess equipment sent by convCJ:f to Battery "NII •. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
4th Battalion, 11th M9.rines 

lst lhrine Division (Rein), FMF 
FPO;San francisco, 96602 

From: Gommanding Officer 

6/GRL/jrnf 
3000 
]2 Sep 1966 

To: Co:mmanding Officer, 11th M9.rines, lst Ms.rine Division (Rein), FMF, 
FPO, -San Francisco, 96602 (Attn: 5-2) 

Subj: Amplifying Report. on Incident at 4th Battalion, 11th Marines at 0130 on 
- 11 September 1966 _1. The 3d 8" Howitzer Battery (SP) and 3d 155mm. Gun Battery (sP) are colocated 

with the -Headquarters Battery, 4th Battalion, lith M3.rines. At 0130, li September 
1966, these batteries, located at coordinates 438996, 4.38097 and 441099 respect­
ive4r were attacked by a force estimated to be twenty (20) Viet Congo The Viet 
Cong force approached from a northwesterly direction. 

2. All units were at fifty percent alert, because of expected incidents oonnected 
with the Vietnamese elections of this date. All outposts guns and howitzers were 
manned. The attack began with small arms· and rifle grenades being fired into the 
3d l55T111Il Gun Battery area, landing mostly in the ms.intenance area. When the Viet 
Gong were clearly discernible on the northern wire fire was returned by small arms 
and M~O machine guns. Simultaneously, a Russian 4080 type anti tank weapon was 
fired at hO"..n.tzernumber one (1) 3d 8" Howitzer Battery from outside the perimeter 
wire. Small arms and rifle grenades continued for fifteen (15) minutes. During 
this time five figures were observed Carrying objects resembleing.packs or satchel 
charges. Simultaneously Headquarters Battery was receiving small arms fire, also 

.. one M-79 round impacted in a sand bag at the Battalion Aid Station. Illumination 
_was provided by hand held illumination and from 2nd Battalion, 11th Marines. Viet 

Cong wer~on the outside perimeter wire and were hit by friendly fire. Several 
were observed falling in both 3d 8" Howitzer Battery area and in the 3d 155mm Gun 
Battery. The entire action lasted apprax:ima.tely fifteen minutes. At this time the 
Viet Gong broke contact and withdrew to the northwest ~ere a 12 .7mm machine gun 
was heard firing, indicating a covering force for the withdrawal. 

3. At first light patrols were sent out to cover the entire perimeter wire, out 
to a distance of 300 meters. The patrol from 3rd 155nnn Guns came upon a critically 
wounded Viet Cong approximatelY 150 meters 'outboard northwest ·:f'rom the outer 
perimeter of wire., As the patrol approached, he attempted to throw a grenade. 
The patrol killed him before he could thrOw the grenade. There were several 
heavy trails of blood leading to the north and to the northwest from the perimeter 
wire. "Many splastles of blood were found through the entire ar-ea:. Items of 
captured equipment found by the patrol included: 
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a. Seventeen (17) potatoema.sher type grenades. 
b. Two (2) 40.80 anti-taIlk rockets RP 62. 
c. Three (3) magazines (Chicom assault). 
d. Two (2) ma.~azines 9mm. 
e. Sev~nteen (17) home made grenades. 
f. Five (5) satchel charges (home made). 
g. One (1) rifle grenade. 
h. One (1) poCket knife. 
i. Four (4) cartridge belts. 
j. One (1) M-26 grenade. 

4. At about 0900, II September 1966, the District Chief, Dai uy GIAI toured the 
scene of the encounter with ,the Battalion Commander and positively identified the 
dead VC as a regular force North Vietnamese Army. This identification was made 
from equipment, arllBlllent" medical supplies, and documents found on or near the body. 
The. document, consisting of a letter and currently popular North Vietnamese poem, ,e was retained by theDai uy and is not available for forwarding. 

5. Friendly casualties were: 

a. Staff Sergeant Sammy (N) OLIVERIO (3d8"HowBtry), superficial fragment wound, 
right elb ow and chin. 

b. First Lieutenant John A.H. RESSMEYER (3d155mm Gun Btry), superficial wound, 
right 10lrTer leg. 

c. Private First Class Michael C •. PA.TTON (.3d155mm Gun Btry), superficia.l wounds, 
right elbow and cheek. 

d. Private First Class\V'illiam R. THOMAS (3d155mm Gun Btry), superficial wounds, 
head and cheek. 

A e. Private First Class Richard E. GHOULD (Jd8uHowBtry), superficial wound, 
~palm of right hand. 

All personnel were treated at the Battalion Aid Station and returned to duty. 

6. Viet Cong casualties were: 

a. One (1) v.c. KIA (confirmed). 

b. Four (4) v.c. KIA (probable). 

c. Eight (8) V.C. WIA (probable). 
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