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.24 Battalion; 12th lMarines .
3d larine Division (Rein), FIfF
" FPO, San Francisco 96601 .
1:EQS:dn
L Nov 1965
‘Ser: 026-65
Copy / of Feopies

Fron: Cotmmanding Officer
To: - Conma.nding Officer, l2th harines (AITN: S-3)

Subj: Coimand Chronology Report for the PLI‘lOd I~-32L Oct.ober 1965

Ref: - {a) 3ierDiv0 §750.1 -
~ - (b) RegtD 57501

1, In accordance with references (a) and (b), the following report is
submitted:

S Organizational da.t.a s including attachmentss:

(1) Des:.gnat:.on/Locet:.on 2d B'a.tt,dlion, 12th Marines, 3d Earine
Division {Rein),; FiF. Dana.ng Sector, South Viet Nam,

(2) wi» Battery, 4th Battalionm, l2t.h Marines wasvattached to -

this battallon, effective 31 October 1965 »

(b) hort.ar Battery, 2d Batt,allon, 12th Larines remained
detached fram this battallon » being attached to 4th Battalion, 12th
larines at Hue Phu Bai, '

(2) Period éovércd- 1=31 October 1965

(3) NamejRaq{ of Comandln,g Officer and smff, Including T/0
Billet Aself srnent ¢

Camanding Offlcerﬁ - LiCol E. 0 SFECKART 050159/6802 UsHie "
Execeutive Offic.er: S iaj d.c, Lovs 055339/0802 UsMC
Adjutant/S-1: ' lstly T. R. PRESTON 079337/0130 USHC
s Letlt A. G. GEMIIG 083312/0802 USHOR
3 - ajc. F. KEISTER 055758/0802 USKC -

S~y 1  Capt H. C. SOMMERVILLE 060802/0202 USKCR

.1-15 October 1965
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Capt A. TRDNT 0Q70676/0203 USiC
16-31 October 1965

Supply Officcr:s” - 1LstLt H. J. PAYNE 088942/3002 USICR
Lotor Transport Officer: lstlt W. J. SMALLMOOD 087288/3502 UJ7CY

Communications Gfficir:  Capt E. 5. LK’BAUGH 072681/2502 USHC
: C o T Octobgr 1965 -

g Capt T. W. TAYLCR 070675/2502 usic
g-31 Lctobcr 1965

‘Liaison Officcr  Capt C. D BAILLY 065692/0802 USHCR
Headquarters Commandant: Capt C. N, R(,BII»SUN 076300/0802 usm

- (&) Average Strength for the Porjod: 521.

rclate to:

(1) Personnel: During this month the battalion was at’ ApOroX—
ately S0% of T/U strength, not including Mortar Battery attached to
+th Battalion, 12th Marines ot Hue Phu Bai. There were no shortagus of
. ceritical personnel that might have hampered the ability of the battalion
~ to perform its mission. In the month of October there were seven cnlisted
- rsomncl cvacuated for non-camtat mcdlcal rcasons, No combat casualtics
wIre rgoortcd for the month,

(2) Admlnlstrwtlon. Therc were no unusual or significant cvents
to report. o : : : ' ‘

(3) Intelligence: Periodic intclligence summaries, but ineluding
information with regard to thc locztion 2nd capabilitics of ‘units on
both sides, werc furnished to those members of: the battelion who requirced
1nform1t10n of this naturc, A current situation map, modified daily to
w:ow fricndly positions, .patrols and the locotion of known encmy units,
23 kept in the Battalion FLC. Information of value to the troops, with
regird Lo such subjects as Vict Cong mines, booby-traps and toctics, was
made available. to them, Target roports were submitted daily to Headquerters,
12th Lerincs, thot included all targrts takcn under flrc or not fircd '
upon by this battalion. , : )

(4) Trajning: Durlng'thlsl1onth service practice and on the job
training accountoed for most of the timc spent. incrcacing the knowledge
snd proficiency of personnel throughout the battalion, Same 2, 550 .missicns,
1nclud1ng HEI's were flrud affordlng all personnel involved awplv '
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omortunltj to go.m experience and apply it daily New personncl were
. given indoctrination lectures on polzc:Les and regulations while serving

in Viet Nam, and then assigned to work with experienced personnel until
1dcouately prepared to teke ovsr in their respectlve capaclties.

: (5) Cmra.tmns- The amount of ammunition fired by the battalion

. during October was the largest since its arrival in Viet Nam. The munber:
of rounds expended were: 8 s114 high explosive, 31 illumination, 32 white
-ghosphorus, 62 rouncs HC emoke, or total of 8,239 of all types.: Harassing
and interdictory fires again accounted for the majority of the ammunition
censwacd, as there were 2,468 of these missions firedj while 4 prep firc
rissions for operations and 4, "cell for fire" missions along with HB
rcgistrations made upn the rost of the total of 2,550 mlssz.ons fired,

: . (6) Camiznd and Control: 2d Battalion 12th Marines contlnucd in
its role of direct support of the 9th harine Regiment, while administrative

- eontrol remained with the 12th Marine Rogiment, "D".and "E" Batteries
both displaced forward; to positions where they could bettor fulfill their

~ “uwissions, Command posts were as followsy (Map: Indochma, 1:50,000
“scries L701, sheets 6658 LIV, 6689 I, il end JIT) L

(a) 1 adquartcr., Battery Coor(imates AT996721 v

) "D" Battery' 1-220#t65 Coordinates 070721
g .- 23-310ct65 Coordinates 004601

(e) Hgn Bat,tery' J,—loow.es ‘Coordinates 987723
- - nABIOct65 Coordinates 9&8672_‘

(d) &i‘"l Bat.tc.ry: coordinates 961.,712
y (a) "L" Battery. Coordinates 965717

- (7) ggn“mg_unieatlons-sElectronlcs! During this month displ cemcnt
of two firing batteries presented the most probleéms in establishing
and mointaining communications, When YEM Battery displaced, wire
c-‘cz:u;:iinications were ostablished via two metallic lines and cns

satntom eircuit, but radio-relay used as a back-up proved unsuccessful
wilen the required generators could not be kept operational. Aftcr "D"
P ttery displaced, the initial five pair cable was repeatedly cut by
‘mknown persons for a period. of one weok. Radio relay proved to be
unmllwolb, and radio remained tiie primary means of cormunlcation

beiween bettalion and "DV Batterys Liaison was made with American
aévisors to ARVN units 8t Dien Bien and Hoi An to establish procedures for.

radio contact in the event they required a.rt.ﬂlery support . -

(9) Logistics: ‘The complction rate for outstanding requisi-
tions remains at about 15%, which continues to present problems to the
Lﬂt?almn an leiflllmg its mission. Rﬂquisitions for cormunlc'-tm‘“s
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cauisent were the greatest concern, - Batteries, wire and telephoncs
I in short supply, as did other critical items likc sandbags,
wechine . cuns, and gencrators., The general status of equipment
szintoinenee remains fair with sauc improvarent at hlgher echelon

mepir. A lack of lumber was the reason given by enginccrs for post-

jnumtcnt cf hard backing undcr the contomment program until lﬂto _
t.ovenber, | An inspection by the FMPPAC Ordnance team. resulted 4n the
‘bLtt 1lion rcceiv1ng an overnll satlsfactory ratlng.

o

- (10) Air defense. hn active air defense posturc vas mnlntnlncd '
by the battalion, with machinc yuns, callber .50, remaining emplaced in’

prepared positlons..

(ll) ClVll Afxalrs/Tllltary Government/Communitx_Relatlons-

(a) heulcal pers onnel treated a total of 381 Vletnamese
-civilians, and arrangements were: made to have a cleft palate
gulnlcally repaired for a young Vletnamcse girl

(b) Lllita;x Govcrnment. Nothlng to report.

(c) Cammunity Relations: Contacts were made with local -
v1llage chiefs in the areas surroundlng the new positions occupled _

"~ by DM and "E" Batteries.
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