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"2d Battalion; 12th Narines 

3d i"larine Division (Rein), FHF 
FPO, San Francisco 96601 

l:EOStdm 
4 .Nov 1965 
. Ser: 026-65 
Copy LofL,c\)pies 

co: 'TSl ! ;T~ 

From: Cocimanding Officer 
To: Cor.mmnding Officer, 12th };arines (A'lTN: S-3) 

Subj: Cot1Lland Chronology Report for e1C Period "1-31 October 196; 

Her: (0.) 3<.'~~.rDivO 5750.1 
. (b) RegtO 5750.1 

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b), the following report is 
SUbuLittcd: 

:1.. Organizational data, including' {\ttachments: 

(1) Designation/Loce.tion: 2<1 Battnlion, 12th I-furines, 3d l{nrint: 
Division (aein) , Fl;J' • " Danang Sector, South Viet Nam. " " 

(a.) "L'1 Battery" 4th lhtto.iion, 12th Harines was attached to 
this battalion, effective 31 October 1965. 

(b) l10rtar Da.tter"J, 2d R'l.tto.lion, 12th ~~arines remt:.incd 
det;:,:;ched frOLl this battalion, being o.ttached to 4th Battalion, 12th 
LarinG5 at Hue Phu &i. 

(2) Period covered: 1-31 Octob~r 1965 
," , 

(J) Na.rne(RaDk of Comma.nding Officer and Staff, Including TLo 
Billet 1\ssignr,11.mt: " " 

Corill!landing Off'ic~r: 

Exoeutiv~ Officer: 

Adjutant/S-l: . 

5-2: 

1tCol E. O. SmCKART 050159/0802 ~8I;"C 

E .. ".j J. C. UN:.; 055339/0802 USMC 

lstLt T. R. PRE3TON 079337/01)0 USMC 

lst1t A. G. GER1HG 008312/0002 USHeR 

haj C. F. KEISTER 055758/0802 USMC : 

. Capt H. C. SC»fr.iERVILill 060802/0802 umtiCR " 
1-15 October 1965 
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Supply Officer:" 

:,.otor Transport Officer: 

Communications Gfficl;r: 

. Liaison Officer 

Headquarters Canmandant: 
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Capt A. TRENT 070676/0802, USl C 
16-31 Octob~r 1965 

lstLt H. J. PAYNE 088942/3002 um .CR 
' .. 

lstLt H. J. SMAW100D 087299/3502 t.CjfC'1 

C:~pt E. S. LA' ;BAUGfl 072681/2502 USIiC 
1-7 October 1965." 

Capt T. \IT. TAYLeR 070675/2502 USI1C 
8-31 Cctob~r 1965 

Capt C.D. BAlk:Y 0656,9';./0802 USheR 

Capt' C. N. RCBn~SON 076300/0802 USHC 

(4) Average Str(mgth for the Period: 521. 

b. Sequential Listing of Significant Eyents. Especir~lly as they 
relate to: 

(1) Pcr§onnel: During this month the batt~lion was at ~pprox­
jLntcly 70% of T/O strength, not including Hartar Battery attachod to 
!+th Battalion, 12th }.j.·'lrines P.t riue Phu Bai. There were no shortag,,:s of . 
critical personnel that might havo hampered the ability of the battnlion 
to porfor.m its mission. In the month of October there were seven enlisted 
.lc;rsonnc:l evacuated for non-comtat medical reasons •. No combat casu['l,ltios 
1.'.;;r(.; r ... portod for the month. 

(2) ~dministr('!.tion: There were no l.lnusual or significant events 
to rC}Jort. 

(3) Intelligenc(;': Periodic intelligence surntl.llrit:s, but including 
informCltion with regnrd to tho 'loct,tion and capabilities of units on 
both sid0s, wert; furnish(;d to those r;!Cllloors :of the battp.lion wh9roquircd 
infoI'I!l'ltion of this nature. A current situation map, modified daily t.&:> 

c;;O'.! friendly positions, .pc,trols cmd the locL'-tionof known enemy units, 
','<:'S kept in tho Bo.ttctlion· FlJC. Inforruation of va.lue to thE: troops, with 
.c·(;g(~rci to such subjects !:l.S Viet Gong mines, booby-traps and t!1ctics, vI2.S 

Glade nvaile>..ble. to them. Targ.:;t rC:lports ,>IeI'(; submitted daily to He.s.dqu::::-rtcrs, 
12th L'~rinvs, th.".t included all taro"ts taken under fir(; or not fir(;d 
upon by this battalion. . 

(4) Training: During this month scrvicQ practice a.nd on the,; job 
training accounted for most of the timo spent incrce>..eing the knowlodge 
~~nd proficiency of per.sonnel throughout the battalion. Some 2,550 missir:ms, 
including HE I' swore firud, affording all persofl-'1e1 involved ffiTlpb 
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Ol)portunity to gain experience and apply·it '«:\ally. Hew personnel "!t;}-e 

.givell il'!.doctrination lectures ·on policies end regulntions while serving 
in Viet r~alll" and· then assigned to work with experienced personnel until 
adequately prepared to take over in their respective capacities. 

(5)Cpcrations: The amount of a.m.unition fired by tha batt.alhm 
. cl'.lring OctobCrlfJasthc L:"l.rgest since its arrival in Viet Nan. ' The nti.ribe:r 

of :rounds expended were I 8,114 high exPlosive, 31' illumination, 32 ut.ite. 
phosphorus, 62· roun(:s HC smoke, . or total of' 8,2390£ all types.· HarCl,s,~iil.g 
:2..nd intoroictoryfiros again accounted for the majority of the a.r:iliUnition 
consur.lc~, as there were 2,46$ ot these rn.lssiqns fired; while 4. I)rep fire 
u;.:L3sions for operations .?nd M "ce.ll for fire" r.aissions along with HB 
registrations D!lde up the rust of the total of 2,550 missions fired. 

(6) COl:J4'iund and Control: 2d Batta.lion 12th Harines continued in 
its role of ~rect support of the 9th 1:iarine Regiment, while administrQtive 
control romainecr with tne, . 12th liarLl1e Regiment. liD"· and "EIIJ3a,ttcries 
):inthdisplaced'forwaro, to positions where they could bettor fulfill their 

' .. ;dssions_COUlllland 'posts wore' ,1.$ 10110\1ts:-- (lvIap: Indochina; 1:50,000 
- series L701, sheets 6658 ~:rv166.~ ;t" n ~nd j:.lI) . .• 

(a) Ht;)aciqUllrtcrs Buttery: Cooroinates AT996721 

(b) lt~ II Batteryr 1-22Crm,65 Coordinates 070'721' 
, 23",'JlOct65 CI:,ord:in<'.tes 064681 

(0). "E" ~ttery; '1,-lOOot65 Coordinates 987723 
U~>lOct65 Ooordinates 9CEJ.672 , 

(d) ",I~ ¥ttGry:O'oordinates 964712 

. (~) 'nLII ~tteiy: coordinates 965717 

(7) C.unieations ... Electronlcst During this month displ:>.cenlcnt 
of :t"10 firinl 'Dat.teries· presented the most problens in establishing 
<1nd Iilnmtaining cOlllIllunications. . ~lhen "E" R:Lttery displaced, wire 
cb!!w~unica.tion5 were established via two metallic 1in(l8 arid one 
~)~;;~ntam circuit .. but radio-relay used as aback-up proved unsuccessfUl 
\vhen the required generators could not bckept tlperational. Artcr"DI1 
P.'~ttcry disp1aC0d~ the initial five pair cable was repeatedly cut by 
'1.!1.1mown personator a period of ono week •. Radio relay proved to be 
unroli:tble, and .. radioremaihed the, pr:im.nry means ofcot1nunication 
;)C~M(Xm b.:',tta,lion and liD" ,:&:tterylt Liaison -was~ade with Ainerican 
t,c.visors to ARVtl units at DJ..en Bien and Hoi An to establish procedures for. 
rndio conwct in the event they required artillery. support. 

(9) Logistics : The completion r::tte for out.sta.nding requi~;i­
t.Lms rek1~ins at about 15%J' which' continues to present problems to the 
b:~ttaliol!l. a.n fulfilling:tts mission.· Requisitions tor 'Comtlunic"l.tior!EJ . - .. , .,. 
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C'lui~~Hunt i<fCrc the greatest concern. ,Batteries, "lire and tclephon.::.~) 
l'0:)]':'.ilh;u iii short, 5upplj,as did other critical items 1ik(~ s'lndbags .• 
,.:,·chine, ,:7llnS, and g8rierators. 'l'hc general status of equipilent 
.atintniiwnc{:: I'CIllUins fnir with 80',:10 improvement at higher echelon 
:c,;,lx'tir. A Inck' of lumber was t;tC reason givGn by Gnginccrsf,or post~ 
)o;.Il:u::nt of hard backing und"l' tho contonrlwnt program until Into ' 
:.ovf;.dbcl'. An inspoction by the FhFPAC Ordnance team,:reaulted 'hi the 
batt;tlionr€;ceiying an overall sRtisfactory rating. 

(10) Air defense: An activG e.i'r dGf~nse Posturo lIa.S L~[tintnined 
by the battD.lion, with lila chine gtins,caliber .50, rernaininr: empla.ced In' 
pr3p.:'1.red positions •. 

(ll) Civil Affairs/'t;ilitary Governmont/Conmunity Relntions: 

(a) heclical personnel treated a total of 381 Vietnar.'lese 
Civilians, and arrnngeuents lroro :mnd(; to hn.voa cleft }:X"l.late 
surpjcally repaired tor a young Vietn~ne5e girl.· 

(b) l:.ilitary' Govummont: Nothing to report'., 

(c) Cammunit;! Relations: Contacts were nade with local 
village chiefs in the areas surrounding the new positions occupied 
by HD" and "Ell Batteries G 
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