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,HEADQUARTERS' 
2d Battalion, 12th Marines 

3d Marine Division (Rein), F'l'W 
FPO, San Francisco 96602 

100166 
1:JJS:~m· 
Ser: o_46 
5 March l:966· 
Copy' Lo:! L copies 

From: Commanding Officer 
Commanding Officer, 12th Marines (Attn: S-l) To:' 

Subj: Command Chronology Report for the Period 1-28 Februar.r1966 

Ref: (a.) 3dMa.rDivO 5750 .. 1 
(b) RegtO 5750.1 

EQc1:./ (1) Incident Report of Battery tiE" of 2lFeb66 

1. In accorda.nce with references (a.) and (b), the following reporl. 
is.submitted. 

a. Or&nizational data including a.ttachments: 

(1) Designation/Location: 2d Battalion, 12th Marines, 3d Marine 
Division (Rein), Ft!F, Da Nang Sector" South Vietnam. 

(a) Batter:r "1"" 4th Battalion, 12th Marines remains attached • 

• (b) Mortar Battery, 2d Battalion, 12th Marines remains detache<l, 
- attached to BLT 3/4, 

'(2) Period CQvered: 1-~8 Februa.ry 1966. 

(;3) Name/Rank of qoomanding. Officer, andstafi' J including Tlo 
bIDet assignment·: .'. 

Comnanding Officer; LtCo1. E. b. smCKART, 050159/0802 USl-lC 

Executive OfficeN Maj C. F. KEISTER, 05'5158/0002 USMC 

Adjutant/S-l: lstLt T. R. PRESTON,. 079337/0130 USMC 

lst~t s. 14 SCHACHl', 083SS5/0002 US!1CR 

Capt A. C. l"RANKI3~GER, Jr., 0752(OiOlrJ2 USMC 

Capt i.w. TRENT, 07d676IQ802 USMC 

DECLASSIFIED 



SuPPlY Officer: 

Motor ~8port Officer: 

COmmnieatioD Officer: 

Liaison O£ficer: 

Headquarters Collllll8.nd8.nt: 

DECLASSIFIED 

1stLt D. L. WHITE 088184/3002 USMeR 

1 stLt V. J. SMALIMOOD M72SS/3502 USMCR 

Capt'!'. w. '1'AYLOR 070675/2502 "'SMO 

Maj E. .,. WHIPPLE JR. 06469310802 USMC 
.~~ . ,.'" ': - . <. .. 1'" . • .. 

Capt D. M. PHILLIPS 0771:1J2/0802 USMC 

(4) Average Strength for the period: 643 

b. SeguentialI4stfng of Signifioant Events. EspeeialJ.% as 
thez relate-j.o: . 

( 1) Personnel: At the end of the reporting period, the 
ba ttalion vas at 87% of T/O strength. There were n08hortagea ot 
personnel serious enough to impair the ability ot the battalion 
to perform its misaion. Twelve combat casualties were sustained, 
including two enlisted 'personnel killed in action. One enlisted 
Marine was evacuated tor non-combat medical reasons. Seventy ... 
eight members of the ba'ttalion participated in the RleR program •. 

(2) Administration: There were no unusual or significant 
events to report. 

(,3) Intel1igenc~ . Continued dissemination of intelligence 
informa. tion . is accomplished through daUy briefings to keep· officers 
and noncommissioned officers abreast of the current and overall 
situation. VC activity during this period was noted to be relative~ 
intense With a degree of ena1l\V acti vit,y directed toward the ba.tter1el, 
a specific incident is described in enc:losure (1)., As a Tesul t, 
battery patrol activity was increased to provide additional information 
conMrning ene~ activity. Such patrols have uncover~".likely 
positions and markers that indicatetbe enemy eould opcupy with 
mortars in order to support attacks on battery positions. 1\Jot'!man 
crater analysis teams were designated in each battery to further 
aid in the positive location of suspected enemy positions that are 
believed to be used ~or mortar a.ttacks. 

(4) Training: The level' or formai· training continues to 
be curtailed due to the op~rationa1 oeMltttemsnt oitha battalion. 
On-the-job training is therefore heav:l17 relied upon to maintain 
a level of proficiency in concert .. with the battalion·S mission. 
A two day mine schoQ1 ws attended by fifty personnel from the 
batteries. The .8chool h specifically oriented tow.rd fam1liariZf,ltiob 
ot VC booby traps, mines and techniques. The battalion sent six 
personnel to a two week FO Sohoolat Phu Bal. Famil1ari.zation 
firing for battalion personnel has continued with .50 cal. machine 
gun.s~ 1>1-60 machine guns and M-14 rifles. Sixt;v-nine personn~ have 
completed FAM firing dur1ne; the month ot February. One.offioel" 
a.ttended embarkation school and one enlisted man is under.wstel" 
safety school instruction in &ligon. ' '. 
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<'5) Operat!SWt The battalion fired a total ot 1552 
missions in support of 9th Marine operations, expending 6247 rouDda 
o:f 105m howi tzar and 857 rounds of lS5mm how! tzer ammunition. 
Enemr casual ties for the period were 1ft. KIA and U, WI! 'Wi th add1t~ 
casualties o:f an unknown number dependent on the lick of positive 
8UI'v-'eJU1ance due to tactical situations and observer confirmation. 

Battery "L" vas. deployed for "Operlltion Doulale Eag1e1t duri.rlg the 
period as indioated.~ 

(a) Phase I lA>uble Eagle, one platoon deployed at coord 
AT 620-611, 1-11 Feb 66 and at coord AT 616-642, 11-13 Feb 66. 

(b) Phase II Double Eagle, two platoons' deployed at coord 
BT 278-522, 19-27 Feb 66 and at coord BT 230-531, 27-28 Feb 66. 

"Operation Rough Rider" commenced on _ 2SF;.;~.l 66 with the 
battalion establishing liason at Hoi An with the 57th RVN Artille~ 

(6) .Q..~.J!18.D.d and Contol: There has been no change in the 
command post location or the mission of the 2d Battalion, 12th Marines. 

(7) COmmunications/Electronics: With the -inHilatlon -" 
tlOperation Rough Rider" during February, reliable communications 
were possible only through OP#2 at cam Kha, Hill 327 acting as a relay 
until the convoy was south of the grid line /I). The LnO at Hoi .An 
was able to relay only through OP#2 to contact the convoy. Such 
communications were possible up to approximately 38,000 meters a.nd 
vhile this was a. noteworthy achievement, it exceeded the normal 
capabilities of the equipment employed, the PRG.9 with RC 292, and 
should not be relied upon for such opera.tions where radio comnunications 
is the ke,y factor for artillery support of convoys. A po3~ible 
location for the LnO to improve communica.tions would be to move him 
from Hoi An to Dien Ban. Wire continues to be the primary means of 
communications with the batteries. The lines to "D" Battery are 
degenerating primarily from the lack of the required PO-Z poles 
which are not available through the supply system at this time .• 

. (8) Logistics: The logistios posture of this command 
1s satisfactory. During the past month the requisition fill rate 
has remained constant. Operatin~ stock level is still not Sui'flcient •. -
Problems have developed in the area of repl~cement'repair parts for 
field ranges, repair parts for the M109 155mm' Hbv(SP). Every effort 
has been made to obtain neces'sary spare parts ,with submission;:,ot'· re­
c}U1~!=tJ.<Jrig.' .. and appropriate tracer aotion. '.A 'Sh~tB:ge ot trained .. 
supply NCO's exists and a program of on-the-:.job" 'ttaining has been 
established 1rr.i.thin the battalion to help relieye the: problem. The 
contonement program for the month of Febr:ua.r,r 1Iicluded the eon ... 
struction or a permanent type recreation/club for enlisted personnel 
and construction of a ~ storage nrea tor the battalion galley •. 

(9) Air Defense: Air defense capabilities for "fa i , 
ba.ttalion -remain the same. 
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• 
( 10) Ci vic .' AcUgnfMiU tau Q2yernmentLCoDllluni t;r Relations; .. ; . ",. 

- (a) Civic Aetion: Medical personnel treated 1.34 
Vietnamese civilians' forvnrious ailments. Distribution of 203 bars 
of soap, 44 pounds of: food and 350 pounds of clotl:ling was made to 
families in' the vicinity of battery areas. 

(b) Militnpr Government: Nothing to report. 

(0 ) Nothing to report. 

F," • 
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Incident Report ot· BatteD" . nEtt, 2d Battalion •. 1,2Mh Mames of 21 Febfuaa 1266 

1. At 210129H, Battery "Ell,' 2d Battaliov" 12th Marines, vicinity 
AT 988671, initially received 60mm mortar fire on south west edge 
of th@ pet1meter. At the same toirne outpost #3 on the south west 
edge of the battery received 2 direct hits from Viet Cong 81mm 
rocket,. Mortarf'ire continued f'or about 10 minutes with 
impact moving in tvo parallel lines to the north east corner of 
the battery position • 

2. Under cover of the mortar fire it is estimted that at least >·rtve 
enemy and probably more armed with what appeared to be Russiari SUb­
machine guns penetrated the perimeter in the vicinity of outpost #3. 
The south and south east area forward of the position was illuminated 
with 81IDlIl mortars and 105mm how! tzers on a continuous basis. lhring 
the fire fight one Viet Cong gained access to the 11 h~vitzer 

. posi tion and placed a charge of· approximately 15 pounds against the 
.enmrunition bunker 'which caused minor damage to the bunker. He was. 
shot by one of the members of the howitzer section. Another Viet 
Cong gained access to the #2 howitzer pOSition and placed a similar 
charge under the carriage of the 112 howitzer which damaged both wheels, 
the right brake drum and the right equalizer putting tbeveapon out 
or action. The Viet Cong is believed to have been shot bye: member ot 
the"ltJ howitzer section. The enemy then withdrew dragging their wOlplded 
wi th., them.' Duripg the withdrawal one additional Viet Cong is believed . 
to. have been hit. -

3~ LUring the attack the Viet Cong established bases ot fire in Vicinity 
AT 9S7669 and 991672 (This was revealed during a dawn search ot the area). 
The entire attack lasted about 20 minutes. 

4~' -CratQr analysis obtained at 210220H indicated that the mortar loeation 
could ha. ve been in the vicinity of La Son (1) (AT <)8066O). Complet.ion 
of crater analysis at dawn revealed that 40 60mm mortar rounds and six 
81ll1I1l rocketrQUJld~ had impacted in and around the battery position •. '!he 
azimuths of fire determined from crater analysis confirmed that the mortars 
were probably loeated either in La Son (1) or somewhere on a-line between 
Le Son (1) and the Batt"eI'7 tiE" position. The pattern of the craters in 
the position, roughly two parallel lines running-;from south east to north 
east indicates that there were two morte.1"S involved~;" Several days prior 
to the attack the 111 howitZer had been pulled out ofaation and delivered 
to FLSG for 6 months maintenance. Since no maintenance float vas avail­
able there was no weapon in the #1 position. It is belJeved that it wae 
the intention of the Viet Cong to destroy this howitzer also and that:the 
ammunition bunker vas atta.9ked as an alternate target. 

5_ Weather conditions during attack: 

a. Foggy with a sli'ght drizz& 

b~ Visibility approximately 50 mEiters.-' 
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6. A weep of the area byCompaIV lte~I,2d Battalion, 9th Marin/il8 rf1Ve&,led 
nothing •. 

j. Results of the attack: 

e.. H&I fires of Battery "Eft interrupted tor approximately 20 minutes. 

b. Wheels of 105mm hoW! tzar, right eqti.a.lizer, and possibly axle 
damaged (FLSG reports that weapon should be book in action b.1 
22 or 23 ~ebruary 1966). 

c. One ammunition bunker slightly damaged (repai~8 compleied 
211500H) .. 

d& Minormeterial damage to tents, strongbacks~.galley, etc~ 

e., One Viet Cong KIA (possible), and two Viet Cong WIA (possible). 

f. One Marine KIA and seven WIA (rour were evacuated,' three 
returnE!d to pasi tion during the morning of 21 February 1966 and one 
was further evacuated to Qkina1rJS.).· 

.';: ...... . , , 

Encloeure (1) 
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