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2¢ Battalion, 12th Marddes |
3d larine Jivision (Zein)y NI
7:C Dan Fransisco, 96602

Copy_| _of Y Copies =
Zidusgee i
5700 '
Ser: 0140966

4 June 1966

“rom: Commanding Cfficer : :
To: Commanding Officer, 48th Marines (Lttn: 5=3)

-

Subj: Command Chronology Renort for Period 1-31 Fay 1966

) ZivC 5750,1
b)) RegtC 575C.1

) Ixtracts, 5-~3 Journal ) )
2) Combat Operations After /ction Rewort; Cperatlon
GICREGIL '

i, In accordance with references (a) and (k) the folliow=~
ing resert is submitted:

a. Organizational datas including attachmenig:

A

(1) Tesignetion/Location: 24 battialion, 12th liarines,
3d Farine Division (Zeirn), 017, Da Heng Sector, South Viet
Ham, . ' ‘ .

(a) ifter termination of (peration GIOLGIL on

i0 lay 1966, Headauarters Groun, 24 Rattalion, iZth Larines -
returned to sarent unit control, B
(b) Subsequent to Cperation GIORGIL, ;atieryl? |
22 Cattalion, 12th ierines remeins detached OXCCI to 34 .
Zattalion, 9th Marines for extended operations in the .

L1 HCL ares,

(¢c) Eattery £, ist 3Battalion, iith larines
6.

R

attachied CFCCOH 30 Hay 196 3
b

L

(&) Mortar Cattery, 23 Sattalion, 14th Harines
remains detached, E

(e} Iortar Zatltery, 3¢ Zattalion, 12th larines
detached 31 liay 19806,

AZ)

ENCLOSURE ¢ § )
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(2) Period covered: 1-31 Hay 1086

(3) Heme/Zank of Commending Officer and Staff,
incleding T/C billet assignment:

Commanding Officer: LtCol J.JJ SHNYDIR 048875/0802 [
Executive Qificer: Mad S5eili MORRCW 05213C/08C2 USHC

(1-26 May 1966) |
Maj Y., KORGAN 060176/0802 USKC
(27251 May 1966)

5-1: istlt J,5, KEZYSTIILY Jr
084228/0802 USIC
S5-21 1stLt 2.G. BUZNSTIEL 067433/08C2

USC (1-26 May 1966)
istlt /.4, SCHARNITIVY 091023/0802
USKCR (27-31 liay 1966)

S-3: Maj R.J. JOHMSCH 067493/0802 USHC
Seds Capt L.T. GUNDLLCH 078621/0802 USHC
Supnly Cfficer: 1stit D.L. JZITI 088184/3002 USMCR

Moior Transport Officer: 1stlt 3.2, De ANGELES 089480/3502

ETOT 1A
. USECR
L]

Communication Cfficer: Capt R.P. LEZARNARD 082493/2502
USHC

Liaison Officer: Maj G.il. RYHELNYCE 060715/0G02 USHC

Survey Cfficer: 1stLt T.P. GARITIT 089739/0002 USHC

Chaplain: | Lt R.Z. HAMSEN 667714/4105 USHR

{eadnuarters Commandant: Capt 2.7, TRENSXI 07642C/0C502 USHC
(1-8 ltiay 1968)
Capt 2.fL. FURTLLC 077663/0802 USKC
(8-15 lMay 1966)
Cant C.G. SIHFSCN 085076/0802 USHC
(16-31 liay 1966G)

(4) tverage strength for neriod: 542

ke Secuential listing of significant svents especially
as they relete to:

, (1) Persomnel: The battelion was at 94% T/C strength
at the end of the reporting reriod, There are no shortages
of critical personnel that would seriously hinder the mission
of the bettalion, The battalion had seven combat casuvalties

[
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and eight Harines evacuated for non-combat medical reasons,
Fifty-six Marines particinated in the R&R program during
the nonth of iay,

(2) Ldministration:; There are no significant or un-
usual events tc rejort,

(3) Intelligence: Dissemination of nertinent intell-
igence information was accomplished by daily briefings for
staff officers and distribution of intelligence summaries to
the batteries, The mining of roads increased as evidenced
by two vehicles being involved in mine incidents, A prime
mover and howitzer struck a mine returning from Hill #55
and the truck was damaged beyond repair by approximately a
for<y pound electricelly detonated device, [o damage was
sustained to the howitzer., £ similisr mining incident occured
involving another M35 trucl, but the mine was detonated
prematurely and no mejor damage was sustained to the truck,
The batteries have been subjected to sporadic harassing
fires from snipers with several incidents of VC unsuccessfully
probing battery positions, Specific details are noted in
eaclosure (1), extracts from the 5-3 Journal,

(4) Training: Cneérational commitments within the
attalion continue to curtail trsining. Training of F.C
and communications personiel is vresently sunslemented by
instructional courses in fire Zdirection procedures aad
comtunications fundamentals. Communicaticn and motor tramsport
vater-proofing courses were conducted for the battalion and
batiery personnel.. One man attended the esmizunition tech-
nician course and the EBattslion 5-4 attended an aerial del-
ivery demonstration at CIU 1431, Seven officers attended
field fortification school and forty nerson-el attended land
mine warfare school,

(5) Cperations: The bettalion fired a total of 366
observed missions en: 1350 &I missions in suprort of the
9th larinzes and ALVI! operctions, sxpending 8,876 rounds of
1C5mm amwpwunition, 466 rounds of 1iS56mm ammuunition, and 284
rounds of 157mm ammunition for a total of 9,626 rounds of
amaunition, Znemy casualties and structures destroyed during
© :is period include 28 XIA, 45 TI4, 20 XI4 (poss) and 27
UIiL (poss). Seven houses and one bunker were reported to-
be destroyec, Suring the firing conducted on 12 May 1966,
VC casualties were reiorted to be 125 but actual body count
was not confirmed., This does not reflect statistics from
Cperation GI0RGIL.

Gl

)
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. .. .

] (2) Enclosure (1) conizins significant missions
andé pertinent spot reports for the month of ilay.

(b) Operstion GICRGIL: irtillery support composed:
of a headouarters group of the 24 Batialion, 12th Farines,
Lattery B, 1st Eattslion, 12th {larines, and Battiery FF, 2d
Battelion, 12th Marines terminated om 13 May 196€. The
c&bat after ection report for this opsration is submitted
as enclosure (2).

(c) Battiery "y 26 Lattclion, I2ih larines remained
in the Operation GICRCIE area at AN HCL to support continued
operaticong by the 3¢ Battalicn, 9th lMarines,

(6) Command and Controi: On 3C lMay 1966, Battery L,
.24 Battelion, 12%th arines displaced to Iill #55, coordinates
(47965618), and Battery L, ist Battalion, i1ith liarines,
moved into the Battery D position, coordinates (BT0646u0),
Battery &, 28 Battalion, 212t!

o

Y

th Farines remained in position
at coordinates (LT988544), Eattery 7, 24 Battalion, 12th
Iiarines maintained a firing position at coordinates (AT872-
473). The commend nost location and mission of the 2d Batt-
alion, 172th liarines remains the same,

(?) Comuvnications/Zlectronics: In accordrnce with a
division directive, the battslion cemmunications officer
ordzred five additional LN/F1C-47 rodios for deadguarters
O Cettery to replece th2 LN/GR4 9 redio. The communiceation
slatoon received one Y-8 technician LS 2047 for technical
operetions of the AINRC 110 redio which is cupecied to be
issuved to this battalion in the near future,

(8) Logistics: The comizand continues to maintesin a
satisfactery logistics capability. The motor tramspert
deadline rate hac averaged 25-17% during the period. The
shortages of trzined mecheanics and non-com:i.issioned officers
motor transport oerson -zl has attributed to the slight ine
crease in the deadline rote over previous reporiing periods,
The cantonment progrom has progressed satisfactorily except
for shortages of screen doors and nluvmbing fixtures for
ote bstiery. Chortages of fortificestions materizl is still
a wroblem, theugh some shortages hove been alleviated since
the last reporting pariocd.Sesceond echelon motor transport
end comirurications maintenance continues to e commleted in
a reasonable zmount of time desvite repair part shortages.

{9} Lir Zefeusec: £ir defense cepabilities remsin the

Same.

T
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(10) Civic iction:
(a) lieGical personnzl treated eighiy~four
civilizns for vericus ailments and distributed 170 bhars
of soap.

(v) Military Coverumenti: MNothing to report,

(¢c) Community Relstions:The battalion chaplain
mede frecuent visits 1o the Jorld Avangelization Crusade
Ornhanage, providing financial support and distributing
clothing and nersonal comfort items,

5
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ixtracts 5-3 Journal for period 0001~2400 6Maygs

061241011 £ Spot report 0611401 sent to 12th Marines:
LCC/TICN: 941643
T: Fatrol irm Mort3/12 searching for
revd abewt 80 rdo SL fire
LCTICH TLXAEM: Fatrol returned about 100 rds of
of fire., Notified infontry of incident, V€
broke ccutact. Zyigs Joseph B, WSS, 115515370811
Lif, Patrol sesrching for long rd continues
with Lt Riorden puirol leader of & men patrol,
Ixtracts 5-3 Journal for neriod 0001-2400 9May66
OS0835H 4 M frm AGG (0922883) Lz 0500, VC in treanches,
Btry T, B3282, 00U 1000, cease fire Biv 7BC
6 F, - T ’
Txtracts C-3 Journc!l for periecd 0001-24C0 100iay66
1013458 6 Pessed following informetion frm. 8¢ &-28. to
12th Mar 5-3, irtillery confirmed xills on
Cpn GECRGIL:
C KIL (BC) 39
VC ZIL (poss) 112
VC Yis (conf) 2
VC YIL (poss) &1

Zxtracts S5-3 Journal for period 0001-2400 12May66

121230H & M frm 3-2L, lort fire (0125385), Btry E, 4 I,
20K 1305, mort fire coased, BE388 on call

1213304 9 M frm.  FLCC 16 (928545) Btry = fwd, 200 VC
in treanchline, BE323, 108 i, 60 YT, rds on tgt,
S houses buraing, Z0M 1535

1245352 42 I frm -1 {940880) 5§ VC, Etry 3, 33889, 12 Hi
8 WP, 2 to 3 VC ¥iL (poss) 1 VC Lin (BC) ZCM 1550

™
F]

12160CH

oY
(W}

from 2-24 (015600) VC mortars, Btry 3, B3390,

Hi, rds on tgt, ZCHM 1625

0o 1y

\ Znclosure (1)
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121700E T4 M fra =1 (9418582} sniper fire, Btry 2I,

13 HZ, several structures burning 0N 1720
121815H i6 1 AGE (0473673 B VC with/Lv, Btry 3Z, 18 I3,
2ff on tgt, ZE388

-2, 30-40 VC in trecline,

1218161 17 :
: wa, 26 HE, excell eff on tgt

axtiracis 5-8 Journal for

riod 0001-2400 13Mays6

131835H 8 M frm o 3-4 {075623) VC firing frm house, Biry I,
10 iz, E0M 1€:il, house destroyed

131985i ‘9 “not report Frin %/2/12 sent to 12th Marines
LOCATION: 926453744 B
INCISHT: Revé 10-15 rds 4Y fire vic treeline
300 nmeters west of position _
LCTICH LA"JU-i~.urned 5 50 cal EG rds, 1 hand
1llun,, 4 8imm iliun,

' uJA’“ﬁ”TON; VC broke contact
H: Notified adjacent vnits

D)

Bxtracts 5-3 Jorrnal for neriod 0001-2400 15May66

1£1215HE 13 M frm [0 (?37602) sniper fire, Biry I, BZ400,
30K 1245, 28 H3, 2 buildings burning, 2 houses
damaged, 2 UIL (ooso, sniper fire cecased

Ixtracts 5-2 Journal for period 0001-2403 17May66

171100H 8 Spot report frm 4/2/’4 sent to 12th Mearines:
LOCLTICH: 98363
INCi;‘”“- #5 un and prime mover returning

uxth section frin Hill#55 strucis 2 mine on the
iroad, Truck demolisned, Karines thrown off
vehiclie, Vohicle struck 40 1b electricslly
deterated minc, xtensive demege to rear under-
carriage of truck, howitzer not dJdamaged.

CTICH T/ 771':Gun and section eguipment re-
Turned 1o bt try nesition

FRTAMGLY 1If: Pfe MAJOR Med Ivac

s

2 ZInclosure ‘1)
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xtract S5-3 Journal for period 0001-2400 19May66

T4 fro Seabrook B-2 (048703) Btry =, BZ406,
4-5 VC, 13 HI 1 /P, gd eff on tgt, no surv,

2018204

2018501

13

Zxtracts S-3 Journal for period 0001-2400 20MayG6
Spot report regarding ARVN convoy frn OP#2
sent to 12th Marines:

LOCLTICH: North of SCMG CLU 50 on L1t Hwy #1, .
vie, au9971 ’ v

INCISSHNT:  ARVH convoy of 6 trucks flying VN and
CuddBidt . flags hit by VNLF airstrike, Air-
craft made four passcs on convoy. Convoy halted
at rd jumction vie, (001722)

LCTICH TLIAM: Hgq/2/12 placed on 10C% alert

INCILENT: two ARVN tanks blocking at RJ vic,
(0C0T722) Tanks destroyed two trucks at RJ. LPDX
100 armed troops taking refuge in buddist temple
vic, (999719)

INCIDZNT: OF#2 reports two tanks and four frucks

(troops cdismounted and now moving with tanks)
moving west on road vic. of temnle (999719)

Ixtracts -3 Journal nperiod 0001-2400 Z1May66

M frm F-3 (977670) 100 VC,
30 B 2 UP ICHM 1710

Etry T, 5408,

= em Em kM B A e @ Sy Er e e et e E W e AR Ee Gm e e es e e e = wm e

221720 H

221210u

14

‘WXtracts 5-3 Journal period 0001-2490 221ay66

F frm LO Saered Zomeo, Mort3d/i2, \C in trench,
28 HI, two direct hits on trench, § buildings
brraing Z0M 1733

M frm P-4, hvy sniper fire, (038644) BI410,

8 IZ 6 P, excell cover., sniper fire ceesad

4

7 frm P-3 VC with &7, (016622) 37412, 4 UP

F,

) HCS@R 16 HE-VT gd eff on tgt, sniper fire
ceasad

3 =nclosure (1)
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221930H

2220150

2317354

2319551

15

16

8

S
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. ( l

i frm 5By Bi41:, Btry 5 firing, 52225, 18 HE,
unobserved, good coverage :

FM fria P=3, VC in treeline, (010623), Btry Z
BZ413, 2 LCSmk, 6 VP gd eff on tgt, sniper
fire cecased

- e ew i A e e et e e e e we am my e s e ae s am e ee

thracts D=3 Tournml period 00C1-2400 23lMay66

Spot report frm 3/2/1i2 sent to 12th Marines:

lGC ‘TICH:063689 A
ANC L aNT; Btry 2 truck ran into roul mine and
ambush by appx 7 VC, line detonated in front

of truck causing minor damage, two broken head-
lights and forced truck off road.

,Au;ICN mLJlTInfantrw satrol dispatched

IR T1.: one minor (suverficizl cut to dvr)
upﬂrih*JRS SYVLLULTION: Mo serious damace, ve
mine Getonated prematurely

Spot‘report_frm 2/2/12 sea. to 12th Harines:
LOCLTICH: 0646C0

ANCISSNT: 3 llarines JIA, Standing arcund LLAY
1 man 0~2-4 dlSuPﬂlqb. 2 men D-2~12 observing,
L2 exploded, Infantry man hurt bad. 2 Ztiy 2
men also wounded

LCTICH “AI:N- Fed Zvac reguest

L i E K 3

| 2420501

o

Ixtracts C-3 Journal pcriod 0001-2400 24May66

Snot report frm Hort3/12 sen: to 12th larines:
MCCA;I“" 264616

g 33h£; Post 3L received apyx 3 rds S4A fire
appx 15 meters left and 50 meters in froat

of post

£CTICH TLX: Cutpost returned 3 to 4 rds SA
fire

COLLLLM > anD WALULZTICH: Sniper fire

M frm 9théer 3CC, (044628), LRVN under morter

attack, Btry =, 25 628, 12 HEI, unobserved

e @y s s ms me e W em M T rm e me me M e W e memmp e MR Ge  SE e me  wm me e

A Znclosure (1)

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

ixtracts S-2 Journal pariod 0001-2400 26k ay66

261700 9 Spot report frm 1/2/12 sent to 15th lMarines:
LOCLTICH: 006623
TCIDINT: T~2-9 conducting scerch & destroy
opi ran into 5<10 11 mine in bamboo thicket,
Trip wire activator. Pfc TONG wounded by shell
frag, right leg below thigh
ECTION PLLTI: Pfe TCHG Med Tvaced

26195CH 2 ™ frm LIL, hvy sniper fire, (003633) Btry 5,
B2229, 44 I 44 VP, gd eff on tgt, sniner
fire ceased

T e ey e ke e ey M we em me ae e e o e em e — - wm e e me ww ew e e e I —

Ixtracts $-3 Journal peariod 0001-2400 28May66

2813188 4 G frm T-4 (050635) sniper in villzge, Btry 3,

L 419, 20 Y2, sniper fire ceased, excell eff
n tgt, ICM 1325
- wy W e N e ewm s ee B s e awm -_-‘-————--———--——-—

Ixtrects 5-3 Journal period 0001-2400 30May66

301545H 7  kAssumed OFCCHN of TStry A/1/12

3020574 13 Opot report frm £71/17 sent to 1°2thlar & 9th Kar:
LCCLTICH: 064680

IOICINT: Btry 4 revd hvy £4 fire frm left front
FIRO RN

and rigat front of btry position, Mo indication
of size of YC force

oo

L8730 Tiulll's Btyy returned 200 rds 5S4 fire,

300 rds &C cal, 800 rds of 160 MG and 3 rds of
direet fire 105mm

Ixtracts 5-3 Journal period 0C01-2400 31liay66
3103451 4 I frm Sacred Yankee, (952575) VC in caves,

Stry T, B3 429, 24 HI, Z0M 0858, Given to otry
L, destruction of cave

3111558 6 M frm F=3 {928569) VC with LY, Btry 5, BL 230,
18 E3, excell eff on tgt, ZCM 1210 :

5 Znclosure (1)
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311215H
3113251

311820H

3116235

11

i frm -3,

MY frm -3 (
14 I 12 P,

M frm 3-3 (99862%) VT sni
1

7426,
1518

IC

M frm 2=3 (
2% 427, 1 KC
o a8k
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BJ230, Btry D, 24 HT, 0N 1252
09255741} VC in trenches, Biry &,
excell eff on tgt, ZCH 1340

1ipe
6 I ¢ VP, Txcell cff on tgt, LOL

004623) VC sniper fire, Stry E,
5 6 VP, excell eff on tgt

6 Tnelosure (1)
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HEADQUARTERS

2d Battalion, 12th Marines (-) (Rein)

3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO, San Francisco 96602

- 5:MMevfe

3100

12 May 1966

CONFIDENTIAL

From: Cormanding Officer, Provisional Artillery Battalion

To: Cormanding Officer, 3d Battalion, 9th Marines
Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report; Operation

Ref: (a) Div0 3100,1B

GEORGIA -

Bncl: (1) Combat Operations After Action Report for the Prov1siona1

Artillery Battalion

1. The subjeoct report is submitted herewith'as enclosure (1),

' S. M, MORROW

Copy to:
€0, 1st 8" Howitzer Battery, (SP)
-CO, 1lst Bn, 12th Marines (2)
CO, 2dBn, 12th Marines (3)
CO, 4thBn, 12th Marines (1)
€O, 12th Marines (3)
€0, 9th Marines (3)
‘G, 3dMarDiv (7)

ENCLOSURE (%)

e
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HEADQUARTERS
24 Battalion, 12th Marines (~) (Rein)
3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF
FPO, San Francisco 96602
o 5:SMM:wie

3100
12 May 1966

CONFIDENTIAL

Comnanding Officer, Provisional Artillery Battalion
Cormanding Officer, 12th Marines
Commanding Officer, 24 Battalion, 12th Marines

Conbat Operc tions After Action Report; Field Art:.llevy in support
of Operation GEORGIA .

O O oo

3aMarDiv Op0 343-65
BGITaa.rD:Lv Op0 368-66

3dBn, 9thMar OpO 368~66.

Task Organization

) Overlay of Artillery Dispos:.tlons during Operation GEDRGIA
Ehronology of Events

) Sumnary of Missions Fired and Am:nm:Ltmn Expended

Code Nape, Operation GEORGIA; Search a.nd Destroy operation to open
, area to GVN influence,

.. Dates of Operation. 200800H April 1966 -~ 100800H May 1966

Locatiori. AN HOA (AT 3747)

Control or Command Headquarters,
 Infantry: 34 Battalion, Sth Morines (-) (Rein), LtCol W, W, TAYLOR

Artillery: Provisional Artillery Battalion, 24 Battalion, 12th
Marines, Maj S, M. MORROV

Task Or@zation. F..nclomro (1) _
, Fnclosure (1) was the Task Orgenization in effect on 200800H April
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° 0 5o

b,

On 2408000 April 1966 the 1st Provisional Anphibian Howitzer Pla-

toon was attached to the Provisional Artillery Battalion for commana an®

control,

c.

The General Support Group composed of 1-8" Howitzer (M~55) (SP);

1-155rm Gun {M~53) (SP) and 2-155mm Howitzers (M-109) (SP).was formed and
positioned at AT 966618 on 19 April 1966 to provide general support for
OperatJ.on GEORGIA.

d, On 27063%0H April the lst Prov:l.s;.onal Anphlbla_n Howltzer Platoon
as atfached to 3d Battallon, 9+th Marines, .

6. Supporting Forces,

S

Phage I

(1) Planned

12-105m Howitzors

1-8" Howitzer (,;~55)
1-155tn Gun QM-55)
2-155mm Howitzers (M-109)

- (2) Utilized

b.

Phase II

(1) Planned

© 12-1050n Howitzers

1-8" Howitzer (M-55)
1-155rm Gun (M~53)
2~155m Howitzers (M-109)

18-105m Howitzers (Including 6-Lm-6a)
1-8" Howitzer (M-55) -

1-155mm Gun (M<53)

2-155m Howitzerd (H-109)

(2) Utilized

18.105mn Howitzars
1-8" Howitzer (1-55)
1-155rn Gun (M-53)
2-155m Howitzers (M-109)

6-105o0m Howitzers, 34th ARVN Ar‘tillery Battslion 261300H April-
1008008 May 1966

r ' CONFIDENTIAL
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®
CORPTYRITTAL o

1. Etell_i_gence.

8, The S.mtial intelligence estinate received prier to the operation
'indlcated that the below listed un:.ts were 3 the object:.ve a.rea: ’

! ’UNIT . STATUS STRENGTH  OPERATTNG. AREA
5th Battalion Probable ‘500 i} DUc puc -
LF Company Confirmed -~ 200 : DAI LOC Distriet

DUC DUC Dis tn ct

b, In addl‘clon to the above units, there were an unknown nun'ber of
guerillas reported to be operating throughout the area, Intelligence also
reported that there were three (3) confirmed battalions and three (3) loeal
Force Conpanies with a combined strength of 1760 outside of ‘bhe obaectivva
area, but oapable of reinforcing within 12 hours, ,

¢« From 20 Aprll to 26 April ve contact was exceedingly 1J.ght with
only occasional ss.ghtmgs of snall’ groups of 4-10 personnel, - On the norne
ing of 26 April, ‘infantry elenments conduct:mg a sweep west of the SONG THU
BON river, in the southwestorn portion of the TAOR, sighted and engaged ele~
nents estimated to be one MF platoon, S:.gnlflcant contact was again nade. -
durmg the period 1-2 May in the central iporiion of the eastemseotor, On
3 May, contact was made with an estimated three ccmpanies while conducting
a. r.wer crossmg mto the western portion of the TAOR at (AT 880514).

d. 'I.'he oPerat area is bisected by the SONG THU BON, which enters the
‘area at ooordinate;m%ﬂ '855440) and .exits the area at coordinates (AT 919532).
The terrain west of the SONG .THU BON :Ls generally flat and consists primar- ;,
ily of paddy lands, however there are sorje segnents of high ground in the
northwest corner of the PAOR containing wooded slopes and short grass, Ham-
lets and individual houses are scattered throughout the area, but the pop-
ulation is less denfa than in the ared east of the SONG THU BON, The ter-
rain east of the SONG THU BON cons:.lts of two diverse segments, -The north-
ern segrient is generally flat paddy l.a.nd, most of which is ten neters or’
less in elevation, although there are several hllls of nore than thixty -
neters elevation in the northeastern portion. ‘The entire area is relative-
‘1y densely populated, Vegetation is. heaviest around the p0pulation oenters
end waterways, The southern segment of the area east of the SONG THU BON -
rises sharply to elevations of over two hundred neters along the entire
southern linits of ‘the area, The slopes beg:m relatively gentle, but grad-
ua.lly become very stéep in the arecas of higher elevation along the south-

em ‘edge.’ Vegetatz. 1 is” heavy along 16 an beds a,nd at the higher ®

e 'vats.ons. B A BN
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‘ | - ‘ . .Szva'*n(:wto'

Bt May~1966.
oonrmmm

e, A falr weather road enters the area at noordinates AT 858430 end
exits at BT 002518, At coordinates AT 503520 this oad separates into
two branches, one generally following the east bank of the SONG THU BON,.
and the other branch coursing east, gemerally running north to south in
the center portion of the area, A segnent of the western branch of the
road comneots 1o a recently comstructed military defense position atop-
the mountains at coordinates AT 867440, The area west of .th¢ SONG THU

"BON containg only trail and pathwayy and trafficability is vexry poor,
In addition to the road network, there is a single track railroad whieh
enters the area at coordinates BT 003517. This railrcad ~mns southwest
to coordmates AT 848458. This ra.ilroad is presently mone*‘atlve. '

£, Observation iIn the lowlands throughout the en tire zone of- opez.\-
ations was narginal and restrictive to ground obervers due to frequent -
hedge rows and other vegatation, Forces operating in the foothills along
the southern and western portion of the zone were afforded good observa- :
tion mto lowlands to the noerth,

. 8. Weather throughou’c ‘the operation wns gencrally favorable with -
heavy reins end reduced visibility occurring only on 30 April, 6, T, 8
and 9 May, The days were characterized as being hot; humid and clear, -
Cloud cover did not impede or impair operations except on 7 May, The
greatest inmpairment 4o operations was the intense heat and hunlchty 68X
: _perz.enc ed daily fron around 1200 to 1500 hours,

h, The artillery command group 4id not have an mtelligence sect:.on o
as & part of its headguarters during the operation, The only intelligence
gleaned through artillery damnels was that derived through requests for
‘fire by both ground and acrial observers, The primary source of intell~
igence was the intelligence section of 3/9 and the local district chief, -

8, Mission, Provide ‘_.r'!;illery support for 56. Battalion, 9th Marines (-) o

(Rein) during nmovement to An Hea (AT 8747) area and during subsequent
’ sea.rch and destroy operatlons in the objectlve arca.,

9, Concept of Operation,
2+ Plamned,

(1) aArtillexry support 'fof Phase I will be provided by the - attach=

nent of a provisional artillery battalion to the 3& Battalion, 9th Marines - -

at 0800 on D=1 and .:u.rl:.i't to t.he vieinity of AN HOA (AT 8747)

4  CONFIDENT
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(2) Upon completion of Phase I (D+2) and when not enployed in a
direct fire role, the lst Provisional Anph.tbx.m Howitzer Platoon will dis-
place on order to vicinity of AN HOA (A.T 9747) ‘and remforce the provision-
al artillery battalion, ‘

(3) General support fires will be provuled by one 155m howditzer

(M-103) platoon, one 155m gun (M-53) and one 8" Howitzer (M-55) position-
ed at AT 966613.

b, Utilized,

Recomrnaissance prior to the operation by the resiective battery
commanders, the bat*alion S-3 and commending officer prfruded an excells
ent opportunity Vo preselect firing positions and o cormcird pos’ site,
Firing battery positions were selected from which support éould be ren-
dered throughout the entire zone of operations, except for the extrene _
eastern portion, The concept of operation was executed os planned except -
that Battery "F" was displaced to the vicinity of AT 906477 on 281600H
April in order to support a subep of the extreme ecstern portion of the
zone of operction, The battery returned to its prircry position area on.
291830H April after the forces conducting the swecy nad returned to an .
arec vwhich could be adequately supported fron pr:u:r-,y positions, Mortar
Battery, 24 Battolion, 12th Merines, was on for hour alext tlii-oughout
the operztion for possible deploynent, but was not utilized, Six 105mm
howitzers of the 34th ARVN Artillery Battilion were avmilable to support
the operation outside of the FCL by the U, S, Ay idvisors at HOI AN,

Disposition of artillery units in"the objective area, See Fnolo-

10, ixsontion, Sec Enclosure (3),

surec(2)

11, Regults, See Enclosure (4)..
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12, Administration Matters.

&, suEE]-xo

(1) 411 classes of supply with the exoeption of potable water,
were drawn from the LSA through supply point distribution, Fresh potable
water was readily available in the AN HOA complex. Ny difficultiy was ex~
perienced in obtaining this commodity nor any clsss of supply from the LS3a,

(2) The concept for lagistic support of artillery units employed
in Operation Georgia provided that firing batteries would deploy with 3 DOA,
with an additional 125 rounds of illumination and 50 rounds of HC smoke,
per battery, ard that the LSA would maintein a dunp level of 5 DOA, As of
1830 on D-1, there was only 1 DOA available at AN HOA for the battery whioh .
was In position, By the evening of D-Dsy both batteries were in position
and had 3 DOA on hand, The LSA achieved its 5 DOA by D+2, Artillery am-
nition was plentiful: throughout the operation and only on 3 May did the dump
level go below the 5 DOA; however, there was an airdrop on 4 May of 600
rounds of HE and this provided an adequate dump Ilsvel mitil resupply could
again be effected by C-123 aircraft on 5 May., C(lose liaicon was meintained
throughont the operstion by the LSA Commander and the Artillery Battalion
- Gomriand Group, Artillery ammmition was ordered on a dzily Lasis based on
the previous day's expenditure rate. Normal resupply was effected in 3 days
based on alreralft aveilability with emergency air drecp availadle on 4-6
hour notice. j '

(3) Ezperience gained during this operation indicated a reéluotance
on the part of 211 observation agencies to utilize Fuze MT5Q in the atteck |
of targets, Invariably, Fuze VI was called for when requesting fire
Thought should be given to either increasing the allownace of Fuze VP and .
reducing Fuze MTSQ or else reorienting the thinking of observers along the
lines of utilizing more Fuze MTSQ. ,

b, Transportation,

(1) Aside from the fact that the type of aircraft which would be
avallable for movement of the provisional artillery battalion to the ob-
Jeetive area was not finally settled until D-2, little difficulty was exe
perienced during the movement to AN HOA of personnel and equipment. The
use of C.123 aircraft was advantageous to artillery employment for it
allowed each battery to bring an M-37 truck in pddition to the howitzers
and other required equipment, A S

(2) The lack of adequate aireraft availability on D-1 precluded
artillery fron deploying F/2/12 into the objective area as originally sched-
uled, The same problem hampered the rapid build up of Class V on D-1 to an

“adequate level; however this problem was overcome on D-Day, ,

i ar
S
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(3) Transportation within the cbjective area posed little or mo
problan due to the availability of two-2} ton 4rucks fron loeal ARVN sources
vhen required for armunition resupply and for the deployment of P/ 2/12 on

28 April, In addition, 3/9 provided one M-274 to each firing battery for
adninistratlve/resupply runs throughout the operation,

¢, Coormnications,

(1) The artillery organization was such that commwmication require-
nents for the Provisional Artillery Battalion were basically the sane as
they would be for a normal artillery battalion employment, Two conduwot of’
fire nets, a fire direction net and the DAO net were established and guarded
by the Provisional Artillery Battalion FDC, , Battery B and Battery F each .-
gunrded one conduct of fire net, the battal:.on fire direction net and ok
vere prepared to come up on the other battery's conduct of fire net if re- & -
quired, The FSCC and the LVTH-6" platoon each guarded both conduct of fire o
nets and the fire direction net. There were two companies forward observ= .
ers operating on each conduct of fire net, The AO net was used in its nor ﬁé
nal oapacity, The fire direction net was also the prinary link between 1:he:~r~
"General Support Group*(HI1l mumber 55). and the "Provisfonsl ArtSlléry 3
Battaliod Cormand Group". If at all possible, when the AO had a fire nis~@* , = .
sion, the AO and the battery assigned the nmission would switch to: .the fire. ;' E &
direction net for the conpletion of the mission., This left the conduot oi‘ LA
flre nets free for receiving fire missions from forward observars. s P

e
a3

(2) Wire communications wes utilized in the following manner: One
adninistrative line froo each firing battery into the Provisional Artillery
Battalion Cormand Group switchboard, one hot line fron each of the firing
batteries to the Artillery Battalion Conmand Group FDC, one trunk line to .
3/9, two lines to radio telay which linked the Provisional Artillery Battal-
jon Command Group with the General Support Gioup, one hot lime to FSCC and :
one hot line to FSCC forward on Hill #55, No problems . were encountered.

d, Maintenance, During the course of the operation it vas reported o
by both forward observers and aerisl obdervers that F/2/12 had two pleces K
that were consistently shooting shor¢ frem 100 to 300 neters. The sheaf .“
~was checked each day in order to deternine which pieces were involved and
special corrections applied to compensate for the dispersion, A contact
teonn wns requested through LSA when it became apparent that the weapons
involved were still erratic even though special cor ections were being
applied, As a result of the contact teamh inspection, new tubes were
placed on the fanlty weapons and no further problems arose,

13, Special Fouipnment and Technigues,

a. The concept of operation for Operation GEORGIA provided that ar-
tillery would be in position on Del prepared to support preliminary oper-
ations during Phase I, This nission resolved {tself into two basic tasks:

7 | CONFID

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

(1) Provide artillery support for Command Group Alpha and
attached units on D-<1 in the objective area,

* CONPINENTIAL

(2) Provide artillery support for Comnand Group Brave 'during
novenent by surface means into the objective area on DeDay and D+1.

b, There were no special problenms envisiocned or eneountered in earry-
Ang out the task in sub-paragraph a(1) above,

¢, The entry into and retraction from the objective area was consid=-
ered to be the nost critical phase of the entire operation from the artile
lery support standpoimt since all attached ‘artillery could not cover the
entire movement, Artillery elements were prepositioned on D=1 and prepared
to carry out both taske emmerated aboye. The probvlem of artillery support,
nission clearance and commmnications during movement of Command Group Bravo
into and out of the objective area was handled in the following namner,

(1) Since tie ground nmovement of Command Group Bravo would carry’
it through both the 34 and 9th Marines TAORs during its novement into and
out of the objeotive arcs, clearance was obtained from Division FSCC to
allow artillery to fire in support of the columm, if needed, The conoept
enployed was that artillery would fire on anything that fired on the colum,
In order to have positive clearance and control, the liaison section of 3d
Battalion, 9th Marines was elit during Phase I, The liaison Chief and two
radio operators were sent overland with Command Group Bravo, while the ree
nainder of the teem was airlifted into the objective erea on D-l. This
technirue allowed the liaison section with Command Group Bravo to monitor
both conduot of fire nets of attached ForwardObservers and to permit or deny
requests for fire during ocolumn movement, The general support Group at
AT 966618 monitored the same nets, Although artillery support was not ree
quired during entry and retraction from the objective area, this technique
‘ensured speed of response in case artillery fire was required,

' (2) This same technique was utilized within the objective area on
sweepe of more than one day's duration and proved very effect!.ve.

14, (Cormander's Analn_j_.g.
a, Planning,

(1) Initially Operation GEORGIA was to be.supported by only one
105mm Howitzer Battery (F/2/12), This battery was to be reinforced by the
fires of the 1st Provisional Amphibian: Howitzer Platoon subsequent to D+l,
when not otherwise employed by the 3d Battalion, 9th Marines and by a gen-
eral support group at Hi{ll #55. On De5 it was determined by higher head~
quarters that an additional 105mm Howitzer Battery (B/1/12) would be em-
ployed, This, in turn, generated a requirement for a provisonal battelion

comnand group, No difficulty was encountered in fulfilling either require-
ment, Headquarters, 2d Battalmn, 12th Marines had previously anticipated
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a possible reouirement feor o provisional command group and had preparod a
Teble of Organization and a Table of Equipment to support £t. Both the T/0
and T/E proved to be satisfactory for this operation, o

' CONFIDENTTIAL

(2) Although there was a T/0 for a Provisional Battalion Command
Group, the designation of individuals for this group was not accomplished
wntil B~4 and this allowed but three days for planning before deploynant,
Coupled with the linited time factor was the problen of availability of
personnel to work during the plamning phase, The majority of the personnel
contimied to perform their primary duties and were available for Operation
GEORGIA on a full time basis only on D-2, This situation should be remedied
in future operations involving a provisiomml command group, . :

b, Transportation. The concept of operaticns provided for the artil-
lery batteries and the command group to be airlifted by either fixed wing
or helicopter into the objective area, .All artillery units had loading plans
and serial assignment tables for movement by either mode of transportations
however, it was not finally determined until D-2 which mode would actually
be used, Since the mode of transportation was to dictate the point of de-
parturs for the operation as well as the weight of the palletized loads,
too little time was available for proper preparation of palletized loads
for the movement to the objective area, '

o, Liaison, The liaison officer assigned to the 3d Battalion, 9th
Marines had been on the job for only two weeks when. Operation GEORGIA
commenced, The Naval Gunfire Officer had been with the battalion for an
even shorter period of time, Neither individual was experienced in his
duties and this initially detracted from the effectiveness of the liaison
section in proper fire planning, control and coordination, The section
was further disruptéd by having %o provide a mobile FSCC for movenment into
the objective area and for periodic sweeps within the objective area, The-
Provisional Artillery Battalion command group CP was in the close prox-
inity to the infantry COC and it required close supervision of the artillery
compander to get the FSCC functioning in an acceptable manner, Mention
has been nade elsevhere of the mobile FSCC, Suffice it to say, the con-
oept worked, but to the detriment of the regular FSCC staffed by inexper-

ienced personnel, : .

d. Operations,

(1) B/1/12 was in postion, laid and rogistered by 1400 .on D-1,

¥/2/12 hod one gun in position along with the Battery FDC by 1700 on D=1,

The Provisional Artillery Battalion command group was set up and assumed con-
trol by 1800 on D=1, During the planning phase it wes decided that battér-
ies would exercise technical fire direction at least until 1200 on D-Day,
This was decided because the comnand group had not functioned together prior
to deployment, Both batteries had exercised technical fire direction techw’
nigues prior to deployment, Deecentraliged conirol was very effeotive during
Phage I and was utilized throughout the remainder of the operation based on
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results achieved during D-1 and D-Day, Although the Provisional Battalion
@ormand Group was designed by T/O and T/E to exercise technieal fire di-
restion, the decentralized method proved effective and provided invaluable
experience to battery FDC personnel as well as the command group FDC per-

sonnel who were attached o the batteries during the course of the opera-
tion for training and as wateh standers, ‘ ‘

(2) A critical phase of the operation from.a strict artillery stand-
point arese during the deployment of F/2/12 to its supplenentary position
fron 281300H to. 291830H April. The battery was emplaced approxinately 2000
neters outside the friendly perineter and was assigned two ARVN platoons
as seccurity elenments., The battery comnander was directed to prepare direct
fire cards as a neasure of self defense in the event of hostile attack, -

. The pogition area lended itself well to the enployment of direct nmethods,
When an eneny nortar attack cocurred on 290250H April two guns had been pro~
viously laid on sectors fron which nmortar fire was received and the gunners
were responsive to the threat, By the time the sixth mortar round had in-
pacted, the guns were taking the mortar postions under fire, It is the
conviction of the undersigned that it was only through the responsiveness
of these gun crewe that no material damnge or personnel ocasualties were
sustanined fron the mortar attack, ' : '

(3) Close and harmonious liaison was effected between the infantry .
unit and supporting artillery, The infantry commander ond his staff were
well versed in the role of artillery, its capabilities and limitations, As
a result, artillery was enployed effectively throvghout the operation, If
there were to be any criticism of artillery employment, it would be that
there was a tendency to over-enphasize artillery to the detriment of other
organic supporting ams, A good case in point would be the nunmber of night
defensive fires and omecall fires which flowed in nightly. It is believed
that at least a porxtion of thege fires could have been just as effectively
rendered by both 60 and 8lum mortars which were aveilable to each of the
conpanies during this operation,

e, Observntion Agencies,

(1) Forwerd Observers.

: (2) Throughout Operation GEDRGIA there appeared to be a reluc-~
tance on the part of artillery Forward Obgervers to request Fuze MISQ in the
attack of targets, Invariably FOs requested Fuze VP in their initial re-
quests, This practice is not only costly when ocomparing the price differ-
ential between these types of fuzes, but also resulted i the dump level of
Tuze VI being nearly depleted on two different occasions, Both B/1/12 and
F/2/12 conducted frequent tine gegistrations and it was only at the direc-
tion of the FDOs that any MTSQ nissions waye fired, ‘ :
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(») mmiy, Forwayd Obasrver vrocedugpes were very good dur
ing the conduet of {ire nissions with the exweption of giving a complete and
proper surveillance upon the completion of nissions,

CONPIDENTIAL

(0) During the operation, the two batteries were responding to
requests for fire fron eight differen%.cbscrvers, since each conmpany utile
ized split FO sections, This practice is acoeptable and caused no undue
anount of eonfusion until the nightly requests for on-eall and night defane
sive fires started being received, Invariably each forward observer would
request a ninimun of four night defensive fires and up to seven or eight
on-call fires, All night defensive fires were fired in and onecall fives
were fired in vhen requested by the observer, It is believed that the
-quantity of these types of fire were totally unrealistic to actual require-
nents of the normal infantry unit deployed in the field,

(2) Other Crownd Observers,

(a) Artillery fired in response to requeét for fire from IeOONie
aalssanceOPs on nunerous occasions, - Sone very fine nissions were fired by
these observerss however, there was a great tendency on the part of these
observers to enter fire for effect too early and then to chase the flee~
ing target with volley fire by commanding “repeat range, repeat fire for
effect" rather than re-entering the adjustnent pa-se, Obvicusly, this
procedure is costly in terms of anmumition expenlditure and indicated that
further training of recommaisange observers in artillery adjuotnent PTO-
oedures is reoulred

(b) Rocomnaisgance OPs have a prinary nission of observing and -
reporting, with the added capability of being able to adjust artillery fires
on lucrative targets of opportunity; however, commmications for this later
function are believed to be inadequate. The reconnaigsanse platooh operated
on a serarate net and this was the only nét utilized for both normal report-
ing and for the adjustnent of artillery fires, Rather that switch to a oon-
duct of fire or fire directiun net, the recormaissance platoon cormander choas
.to relay requests for fire to the FSCC, Inturm, the request went to the Pro-
visional Artillery €ormand Group and then 4o the firing batteries, To fure
ther delay the xesponsiveness of artillery, on several occasions "at ny
cormand" nissions were requested when noirial "will adjust" would have suf-
ficed, This nethod of transmission was %otally inadequate for effective
artillery response and nany lucrative targets escaped because of the obvious
tine delay. ‘

-(3) Aerial Observers, Either through design or default aerial od-
server represenmtatives were not present during planning conferences, It was
only on the evening of D-1 that liaison was effected between the aerial ob-
servers and the artillery cormand growp, At that time the frequencies of
the conduct of fire nets and the fire direction net were passed by the ar-
tillery commander to the aerial observers, Even after this information was
passed, it was noted that certedn of the AOs were not prepared to switch
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frequencies to either of the conduet of fire nets ox the fire dfrection net
in order to fire or regiater batteries, This resulted in the battalion
eommand group actingas & yelayagency and detracted naterially fron the tine
liness of artillery fires during the initial phase of the operation, m;

problent was overeone shortly after the initiation or Phase II of the opera.-
tion, .

f, Training, 105tn towed Howitzer gun crew and chiefs of sections
miat continue to train in accordance with the primciple spelled out in M-
6~T5. The areas for inprovenent rum fron preparation of position arcas to
insure a 6400 nil traverse capability to cannoneers drill to insure speed of
response, cormensurate with reliability and aceuracy, in the execution of
fire cormands, The sane general coments apply to the training of FDC pere
sonnel in gccordance with the prineciples set forth in FM 6-40, Only by oon-
tinued and proper training techniques will artillerymen achieve' the stand-'
ards of accuracy and response set forth in Taoble XIV of M 6-40, -

15. Recomnendations,

a, BEvery effort should be made %o have an aerial observcr represen=
tative present at planning conferences prior to the commencenent of the
operation in order to provide that section with artillery frequencies to
be utilized, ‘ )

b, Take appropriante steps to insure that key porsonnel for provision-
al artillery battalion headquarters are availerle on a full tine basis as
early as possible in order that proper and conplete planning can be followed.

¢. When other than organic transportation neans are to be enployed for
the introduction of artillery into the objective arce, the transportation
neans to be utilized and the availability mst be established as early as
possible in order to insure tinely preparation and planning by artillery
units,

d, Continue to train all observation ogencies in proper adjustnent
techniques, nethods of attacking various types of targets, use of Fuze MISQ
end on. the inmportanoe of making a su.rveﬂlance at the end of each x:u.ssion.

¢, Continue to emphasize standa.z-d basic art:.llery techmiques on re-
liability, accuracy and speed of response as outlined in FM 6-T5 and FM 6-40
and the attainnent of standard tinmes by all artillery batteries,

f, Provide reoomnaissance elements with additional radio equipment

or nmake provision for these elements to come up on artillery frequencies
when requesting and conducting fire nissions,
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g, Continue %o stress o supported infantry comanders the capabil-
ities, lLinitations and role of artillery, Primary emphasis to be placed
on fire planning and the use of all supporting arms, including organic
nortars; '

J‘ s ..’ N

S, M, MORROW
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(Task Organization)
Time Zone: . H

3d Bn, 9th Marines 14Ccl TAYLOR

HesCo (=) _ ’ 1stLt RANK
"Co "B" (=), (Rein), 3d SP Bn Capt GOODYEAR
Det, FLSG (4) ,
Det, Hq Bn FLSG (A)
Det, Ammo Co
Det, EOD Plt
Det, Maint Co
Det, Supply Co (Bulk Fuel)
Det, 3d ITT
Scd, Scout Dog Plt
Det, 3d MT Bn
Det, MASS-2, 1lst MAW
Refugee T, 4lst Civil Affairs Co-(USA)
Det, 3d Med Bn

Co NFN (Rein), 2d Bn, 9th IIar:Lnes, Capt RECKEWELL
Co G.

Det, Comm Plt, HkS Co

Det, Med P1t, HS Co

Sect, 8lmm Mort Plt, H&S Co

Sect, 106mm RR Plt, H&S Co

FO Tm, Btry "E", 2d Bn, 12th Mar

Co "I" (Rein d Bn h Marines v Capt MATTMILLER
COIIIH

Det, Comm P1t, H&S Co

Det, Med Flt, H&S Co

. Sect,, 8lrm Mort Plt, H&S Co

FO Tm, Btry "D", 2d Bn, 12th Mar

“FAC Tm, H&S Co

o MMM (Rein d Bn, 34 Marines Capt RUSHING
Go M

" Det, Comm Flt, H&S Co

Det, Med Plt, H:S Co

gect, Slmm Mort Flt, HS Co
bect, 106mn RR Plt, H&S Co - .
¥O Tm, Btry "F", 2d Bn, 1l2th Mar

st Flt, Co "D', 3d Recon Bn 1t SCHIARTZ

Enclosure (1)
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Prov Artillery Group ‘
Biry WB", lst Bn, 12th Marines
Btry "F*, 2d Bn, 12th Marines

1lst’ Prov Apphibian Howitzer Flt

Co "gn {.), 3d Engr Bn

Bn Reserve, Co “L" (Rein), 3d Bn, 9th Mar
Co HLM j _ ‘
Det, Comm Plt, H&S Co
Det, Med P1t, RS Co
Sect, 8lmm Mort Plt, H&S Co
FO Twm, Btry "D", 2d Bn, 1l2th Mar
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Major MORROW

Capt THAMES
Capt HICKS
Capt COLCOMBE
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CONFIDENTIAL
CERONOLOGY GF EVENTS

20 April 1966

The Provisional Artillery Battalion for Operation GEORGIA wes attache
ed to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines éffective at 0800: “Battery B, 1/12 was
airlifted %o AN HOA (AT 8747) and occupied battery position at (AT 8768
4753), azimth of fire 0400, Registration was conducted at (AT 903544),
"The General Support Group moved to Hill #55 (AT 966617). The Provisional
Artillery Battalion Command Group was established in the vicinity of the "
3d Battalion, 9th Marines Command Post at 1800, Eight H&I fires were .
assigned to Battery B on suspected VC withdrawal routes,

21 April 1966

Battery F, 2/12 completed airlift and moved to battery position at

(AT 87394730), azimith of fire 0400, Registration was conducted at (AT
903544), Artillery support commenced with the movement of s mechanized
cojmmin oonsisting of two rifle companies, ¥/2/9 and 4/3/3, and the 1lst
Provisional Amphibisn Howitzer Platoon (LVTH-6's), from Hill #55 to AN
~ HOA, The General Support Group (GSP) covered the initial advance of the .

ocolumn, At 2030, 2045, 2050 and 2115, the GSP fired observed mission at.
(AT 872579), (AT 869576), (AT 879588) and (AT 896579) on VC positions with
no surveillance reported, At 1320, 1400, 1500, 1625 and 1820, Battery B
and Battery P fired five missions for Recon OP's at (AT 925485) on armed
vC, (AT 934463) on VC in ravine, (AT 928477) on VC, (AT 928491) on suspeo~
ted VC OP and at (AT 820525) on VC in open, with no surveillance reported,
' The mechanized columm assumed a night defensive position on Hill #65 (AT,
879576)s Fourteen H&I ooncentrations were fired during this period,

22 April 1966

~ Support of the mechanized coclumn continued as the column crossed the
SONG THU BON river at (AT 927535). A deliberate sweep was conducted Howard
PHU DA (AT 865490) by L/3/9 (~) towards blocking postions in the vicinity
of (AT 940505) in conjunotion with the advance of the mechanized columm,
No fire missions were conducted franthe colum during this period, &ax~
tillery support was provided by the attached LVIH-6's utilizing direot
 fire technigue, Reoon OP's reported VC activity along the southern boun-
dries of the FCL and emphasis was placéd on HiIs along foot trails and
areas where VC were reported to be withdrawing from the zone of operation. .
Twenty H&I concentrations were fired during this period, Three night de-
fensive fires and three on-call fires were fired and one observed mission
was fired for Recon at (AT 828524) on VC in the open, with no surveillance
Yeported, ' .

23 April 1966

F/2/9 at (AT 913521), M/3/3 at (AT 919521) and I/3/9 at (AT 929521)
launched a coordinated sweep to the southwest, Little artillery support
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was called for during this operation: At 1255, 1314, 13204 31710, 1715,
and 16850, six observed missions were fired at (AT 887516) on VC snipers,
(AT B79514) on VC snipers, (AT 825447) on suspeoted VC activity; (AT
913513? on VC snipers, (AT 887506) on VC in the open, and at (AT 944476)
on 8 VC with weaptns, The mission fired at (AT 944476 resulted in two (2)
VC KIA (poss) and three (3) VC WIA (poss), no surveillance was reported
on the other missiona firzd, Extensive booby traps were encountered
during this period and FO D-1 with I/3/9 was wounded by an M~26 device,
The radio operator for E-Z operating with ¥/2/9 was wounded during a
village sweep, Both casualties were evacuated, :

Because of the lack of survey control in this srea, a survey team’
from the 12th Marines was requested to establish adequate local survey
control, The survey party performed a sun shot to establish azimuth oontrol
and a permanent survey cohtrol point wes established for the AN HOA area

H&I fires contimued to be emphasized znd were the btulk of delivered .
fire for this period with nineteen concentratims being fired,

24 April 1966

Search and destroy operations contimedto meet little opposition and
VC elements awided contact. The primary source of observed fire missions
cane fron Recon OP's, 4t 6730, 0745, 1345, and 1630, four missions by
Recon OP's were fired at (AT 878515) on 15 VC, (AT 945474) on 15 V¢, (AT
792493) on VC snipers, and (AT 800478) on 10 VC in open, with surveillamce
of two or three VC KIA or WIA (poss) reported at (AT 945474, no surveil-
lance on the other migsions was reported, A¥ 1770 a TOT was fired at
(AT 947458) to (AT 948461) on 17-25 VC, no ocasualty estimate was reported,
Nineteen H&I concentrations were fired during this period, ' .

25 Aﬁril 1966

A three company search and destroy operation commenced with I/3/9
- (AT 895475), L/3/9 (AT 905480) and M/3/3 (AT 914493) moving northweast
to the SONG THU BON river, Little VC contact was experienced and arw
tillery support was not reouestrd during the operation, A%t 0845, 0945,
and 1010 three missions were fired for Recon OP's at (AT 205484) on VC
in open, (AT 196505) on suspected VC OP and at (AT 965457) on 5 VC in the
open with a surveillance of five (5) VC KIA confirmed at (AT 965457).
At 1245 and 1325 two missions were fired at (AT 972461) and (AT 971458)
for destruction of a V€ village, surveillance indicat~d that the wvillage
was destroyed, At 2350 a mission was fired at (AT 899474) on a suspect
VC mortar position with the surveillance of rounds on target, mortar fire
ceased, The LVTH-6's were attzached to the Provisional Artillery Battalion
and assumed their indirect fire capabilities, A registration was conduce
ted and the LVTH-6's were lxjd on azimth 0400. During this period,
g:rﬁfive H&I concentrations were fired by the Provisional Artillery
ttalion, . :
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26 April 1966

Infantry operations continued past the SONG TINH YEN River with a
search and destroy operation conducted by I/3/9 end M/3/3 which ran gen-
cralTy southwest from (AT 857469) to (AT 825470) to (AT 850500) and (at -
818480), Blocking positions were occupied by L/3/9 from (AT 838505) to
(AT 815493) and by F/2/9 fuom (AT 805480) to (AT 815460), Battery F was
registered at RBFS5 (AT 812519) and laid on azimth 5200 to support the
operation, No artillery support was called for during this operation.

At 1415 one fire mission was conducted for Recon OP at (AT 805496) on

" 10 VC in the open with a surveillance of three (3) VC KIA (BC) and two
VC wIA (poss), Battery B and Battery F were registered on RB#6 (a7
948439) and 1aid on azimuth 1400 in preparation for = four day operation
commencing on 27 April, - ,

Liaison was established with the 34th ARVN Artillery Battalion and
a Program of H&I fires was initiated for the ARVN Artillery-at DIEN BA
(BT 055332), NONG SON (AT €21388) and TRA KIEU (BT 032510). These HxI's
were initiated to augment the H&I's fired of Batiery B and Battery F and
in order to allow Battery B and Battery F to concentrate their fires with-
in the FCL. ARVN Artillery units were assigned concentrations along the
southwestern borders of the FCL, Forty H&I's were fired by the Provisional
Artillery Battalion and eighteen B&I's -were fired by ARVN Artillery at
DIEN BA, NONG SON, end TRA KIEU, ' .

27. April .1966-“

_ The 3d Battalion began a four day operation to the north east, M/3/3
was helilifted to (AT 940465) to begin a search and destroy operation
through the NUI DO mountains region (AT 950470) to (AT 9834883’. 1/3/9
and 1/3/9 were deployed by LVT to the vicinity of (AT 906483) and (AT
914575). Axis of advance for I/3/9 proceeded northeast (AT 906483) to
(AT 960501) and 1/3/9 proceeded northeast (AT 915475) to (AT 960489,
The LVIH-6's were attached to the operational force in order to utilize
their direct fire capabilities, At 0810, 1015, 1120, 1215, 1250, 1345,
1725, and 1900 eight observed missions were fired at (AT 909481) on VC
. in the open, (AT 948447) on 10 VC in the open, (AT 909481 on 6 VC in the
open, (AT 948515) on B VC in the open, (AT 934508) on 4 VC in the open,
(AT 943514) on 4 VC with rifles, (AT 953517) on 3 VC with automatic wea=
. pons and at (AT 957515) on reported smell arms fire, A surveillance of
. two (2) VC wIA (poss) was reported at (AT 928483), no surveillance was
reported on the other targets, Twnety-five HXI concentrations were fireds
no B&I fired by the ARVN Artillery for this period,

28 April 1966

Continued support of the operation indiceted that the rifle compan- .
jes had moderate contact with VC elements, Battery F was displaced to
(AT 908478) at 1500 to provide artillery support during the last phase :
of the four day operation, At 0305, 0835, 1025, 1030, 1045, 1155, 1217,
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1513, 1615, 1653, 1800, 2000, and 2100, thirteen observed misgsions wers
fired at (BT 064594) on possible mortars firing on DIEN BAN, (AT 958517)
on 5 VC with weapons, (AT 9754T5) on 3 VC in the open, (AT 971471) on 2

VC in the open, (AT 958522) on VC with weapons, (AT 965521) on 10 VC in
tree line, (AT 951526) on reinforced VC squad, (AT 991544) on 10-15 VC
crossing river, (AT 992551) on 6 VC near trench line, (T 976528) on 8 VG
‘with sutomatic weapons, (AT 986525) on snipers in tree line, (AT 007518)
on 5 VC and at (AT 973522) on a preplanned barrage. Surveillance on
missions at (AT 951517) reported two (2) VC WIA (poss) and two (2) VC

KIA (poss), at (AT 961526) twelve (12) VC casualties were reported, at

(AT 991544$ five (5) VC KIA (BC) were reported, at.(AT 992551) six (6)
VC KIA (poss) were reported and at (AT 976528) one (1) VC KIA (poss) and
three VC WIA (poss) were reported, Four night defensive fires were fired
- in along the southern boundries of the AN HOA complex, Thirty H&I con-
centrations were fired by the Provisional Artillery Battalion and eight
H&I concentrations were fired by ARVN Artillery at TRA KIEU,

29 April 1966

At 0250 Battery F (AT 908478) reported that they had received mortar .
rounds in the vicinity of their battery perimeter, Suspect mortar posi-

- tions were taken under direct fire and the mortar attack was broken off
because of the battery's irmediate reaction, Battery B commenced sur-
pressive fires at 02533 however, Battery F's direct fire had apparently
driven off the attackers, An early morning patrol uncovered six (6) 60mm
mortar rounds at (AT 911485) and one (1) 8lm mortar round at (AT 912484).

"Tyo (2) 60mn mortar rounds landed within the battery perimeter, btut no .
casualties or material damage was sustained, Eight (8) 8lrm mortar cra-
ters were discovered in the vicinity of (AT 904474), and nine (9) 60mm
mortar craters were found in the vicinity of (AT 906473). o

Infantry operations during the last phase of the four day operation
resulted in little VC contact and artillery support for this period was
negligible, At 0210, 0253, 0325, 0935, 1100, and 1930, six observed missions
were fired at (AT 967524) on suspect mortar position, (AT 917488) suspect
mortar position, (AT 975522) on = prearranged barrage, (AT 955533) on VC
in trenchline, (AT 945474) destruction of footbridge, and at (BT 012482)
on 5 VC in rice paddy, No positive surveillance was given for these
nissions, Because of the advance of the infantry companies during the
search and destroy operations, Battery P displaced to its original battery
position (AT 873947%0) at 1830 and continued support of the operation,

Forty-three HXI concentrations were fired by Provisional Artillery
Battalior and eighteen H&I concentrations were fired by ARVN Artillery
at NONG SONG and TRA KIEU,

30 April 1966
The infantry search and destroy operation was terminated and minimal -
- artillery support was rendered during this period, At 1044, 1630, 1800,
1830, and 1855, five observed missions were fired at (AT 949490) cn VC
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in the open, (AT 908464) on an estimated VC platoon, (AT 907467) on an
estinated VC platoon, (AT 952570) on 4 people digging positions, and at
(AT 898453) on 11 VC in open. No surveillance was reported on these
nissions, Sixty-one IXI concentrations were fired by the Provisional
Artillery Battalion and no B&Is were fired by the ARVN Artillery dur~
ing this period,

1 May 1966

Infantry operations were not conducted on this day, Battery B and
Battery F registered on RP#1 (AT 903544)., At 1220, 1445, 1630, 1755 and
1907 five observed nissions were fired at (AT 903493) on a suspected VC
platoon, (AT 944474) on 11 VC, (AT 943474) on VC crossing bridge, (AT
944474) on 5 VC crossing bridge, and at (AT 945474) on 7 VC near bridge.
Surveillance reported on mission at (AT 945474) resulted in two (2) ve
KIA (BC) and ten (10) VC KIA (poss) and the bridge destroyed, These
missions were fired for AO's and the Recon OPl's, Forty-three HXI con-
centrations were fired by the Provisional Artillery Battalion and forty-
one concentrations were fired by the ARVN Artillery at RONG SON and TRA
KIEU,

2 May 1966

Two infantry conpanies, I/3/9 and 1/3/9, conpenced a one day search
and destroy operation along the SONG TINH YEN-SONG THU BON river from
(AT 875480) to (AT 925510), Contact with small =nény elements was more
frequent and artillery support was more.active during this peried, At
0942, 0950, 1030, 1054, 1130, 1434, 1658, 1750, 1825, 1845, and 1850
eleven observed missions were fired at (AT.936474) on 6 VC, (AT 934472)
on 4 VC with weapons, (AT 814508) on VC villege, (AT 942472) on 4 VC
with weapons, (AT 900504) on 6 VC, (AT 867506) on snipers, (AT 911491)
on VC squad firing, (AT 885492) on 30 VC in the opem,” (AT 900501) on VC
squad in open, and at (AT 908496) on a VC squed in the open, Surveillance
on nissions ot (AT 934460) resulted in seven (7) VC KIA (poss) and one (1)
VC WIA (poss), at (AT 814508) three (3) VC KIA (poss), at (AT 900504) six
(6) vC KIA (poss), at (AT 867506) two (2) VC KIA (poss%, at (AT 885432)
ten (10) VC KIa époss) along with five (5)VC WIA (poss) and at (AT 908496)
four (4) VC KIA (BC), six (6) V¢ wIA (poss), eight (8) buildings destroy-
ed and two secondary explosions in two buildings, Artillery fire during
this period began to indicate that guerrill)a size units were suffering
severe cosualties as evidenced by the amomnti of blood and flesh reported
in arcas where artillery fires had been delivered, Observation of eneny
cagualties wns not possible at all %inesdue to the high underbrush and
irregular terrain features, The VC's deternined effort to retrieve cas-
ualties and conceal their dead and wounded nade it difficult to accurate=
1y estinate the actual numbcer of VC casualties sustained, Iring this
period forty-nine H&I concentrations were fired by the Provisional Ar-
tillery Battalion and seventeen H&I concentrations were fired by ARVN
Artillery at NONG SON, TRA KIEU and QUE SON.
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3 May 1966

M/3/9 and A/1/9 were helilifted to the 3/9 CP to replace M/3/3 and
F/2/9. At approxinmately 1230, M/3/9 and L/3/9 moved by LVI's to the
vicinity of (AT 877515) to commence company patrols in the vicinity of
(AT 860510 to AT 870510) in response to intelligence reports that a VC
nain force unit was within the area, After croscing the river (AT 876
512), M/3/9 came under intense eneny fire and vas immediatly engaged by
the eneny, During this period artillery mipport was the heaviest experi-
‘enced during Operation GEORGIA., When eneny contact was finally terninated
Battery B, 1/12 and Battery F, 2/12 had expended 1085 rounds in support
of the engagement. Continuous artillery support was rendered from 1250
until 2100, At frequeni stages continuous zone fire was enmployed in the
face of advancing friendly troops and periodsof sustained fire were con-
oon, Systematie destruction of hostile villages was initiated whenever
infantry companies came wunder enemy fire. It was reported by local intel-~
ligence agencies that the combined effect of infantry, air and artillery
fires had devastating effect upon the eneny, Surveillance of eneny cas~
ualties was not possible during the period due to the constant engagenent
with the enemy and the tenpo of the operation; however, areas where artils=
~ lery fires had been directcd were reported to have contained a considetr=~
able anount of blood and flesh, which indicated heavy eneny casualties, -
At 1015, 1250, 1325, 1330, 1340, 1430, 1435, 1514, 1535, 1615, 1645, 1720,1730 .
1850, 1855, 1920, 2015 to 2100 and 2235 twenty observed missions were .ared
at (AT 835542) on VC in trench, (AT 912439) on VC in trench, (AT 877514)
on VC mortar and autonatic weapons fire, (AT 925502) ‘on VC in trench, (AT
919503) on VC in trench, (AT 869518) on 30 VC firing, (4T 872522) on VC in
trench, (iT 892511) on VC in willagey (AT 869538) on-call continmous fire,
‘éAT 888527) on gmall arns fire from willage, (AT 886527) on a VC village,

AT BE65LT) on a prep fire om o VO village, (AT 882527} on VC villogey (AT
869518) on rortcr firc, (LT 869509, AT 874512, AT 880518, and LT 884515)

on ¢all continuous fire and at (AT 868517) on V€ snall ams fire from vills
oges Forty-Tive HiI concentrntions were fiwved by the Provisional .riillery
Battalion and thirty-four H&I concentrations were fired by ARWN Artillery
- at NONG S0 =nd TRA KIEU, »

4 May 1966

L/3/9 and 4/1/9 corric 1ced a one day search and destroy operation from
(AT 901509) to (AT 928522) then south to (AT 920480)., I/3/9 esta™lished
blocking positions from (AT 920485) to (AT 940485), Artillery support
was negligible during this period, At 0045, 0845, 1135, 1826, and 1923
five otaerved missions were fired at (AT 889505) on VG nortars, (AT 890
511) on 4 VC in tree line, (AT 899507) as covering fire, (AT 820550) on
autonatic weapons, and at (AT 872532) a TOT on reported VC activity, A
surveillance was reported at gAT 872532) of excellent effect on target,
ten (10) Ve KIA (poss), five (5) VC WIA (poss); however, the surveillance
was also attributed to an air strike as well as the artillery fire deliv-
ered and no specific nuober of casuglties could be credited to artillery
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firesz alone, Four night defensive fires ond one on-call were fired during
this period, Thirty-four H&I conecentrations were fired by the Provisional
Artillery Battalion and twenty-three H&I concentrations were fired by ARVN
Artillery at NONG SON and TRA KIEU,

5 May 1966

, 4/1/9 and L/3/9 commenced a one day sweep northwest along an axis
generally fron (AT 908488 to AT 885495) while M/B/9 assuned blocking po-
sitions from (AT 879487 to AT 890500), Artillery support during thé :

sweep vas negligible, Battery B, 1/12 and Battery F, 2/12 registered

at (AT 80405168) in preparation for a najor search and destroy operation .

expected to cormence on 7 May, TOT nissions were fired based on current

" intelligence at 1845 at (AT 869517) on suspect VC Battalion position, at -

1912 at (AT 890518) on VC suspected Battalion position, and at 2030 at

(am 829483) on suspect VC Battalion CP, No surveillance was given during
these nissions, ring this period thirty-three H&I concentrations were

© fired by the Provisional Artillery Battalion and ten H&I concentrations
were fired by ARVN Artillery at NONG SON and TRA KIEU, ZPive:on-call and

- four night defensive fires were fired-in during this period,

6 May 1966

I/3/9 began a sweep from (AT 908480) north to (AT 910486) then east =

“to (AT 920486) and on’ into blocking positons established by L/3/9 at (AT
921480 to AT 921490), Little contact was encomitered and artillery support
was not rendered during this operation., At 0915, 1155, and 1715 three

observed nissions were fired at (AT 932488) on VC snipers, (AT 985479) on
© three arned VC and at (AT 947483) on 2 VC, Surveillance reported that at
(AT 985479) two structures were destroyed and one (1) VC WIA (poss) and
 two (2) VC KIA (poss), Surveillance at (AT 947480) reported one (1) VC

KIA (poss) and one (1) VC'WIA (poss) From 2000 until 2015 four TOT's were
fired at %AT 8’22471§ on suspect VC platoon, (AT 852481) on suspect VC
conpany, (AT 868526) on suspect VC company and at (AT 834543) on suspect
VC Battalion arca, UNo surveillance was rendered and TOT's were fired
based on current intelligence information, Battery B, 1/12 and Battery
F, 2/12 conducted registration at (AT 848520) in preparation for 3/9's
four day operation northwest of the SONG TINH YEN-SONG THU BON river,
The batteries were subsequently laid on azimuth 5400, Thirty-three con-
centrations were fired by the Provisional irtillery Battalion and twenty
- B&I concentrations were fired by ARVN Artillery at NONG SON, TRA KIEU and

7 May 1966
3/9 commenced a four day search and destroy operation north of the

SONG TINH YEN river, At 0815 4/1/9 noved to the wicinity of (AT 880510)
- and nede a feint subsequent to a diversionary battalion prep fire at (AT

859488) to (AT 860491), At 0825 a battalion prep fire commenced.at (AT
858496) then shifted to (AT862498) in preparation for the river crossing
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by 1M/3/9 at (AT 868497), After M/3/9 conpleted its river crossing and
secured an initial area, A/1/9 moved across the river at (AT 868497) and
noved to blocking position in the vicinity of (4T 862501), I/3/9 end
L/3/9 were then noved across the river and the search and destroy oper-
ation cormenced in a northerly direction, During this period seven oba:
served missions were fired at 0905, 0940, 1055, 1145, 1250, 1500, and .
1530, at targets (AT 847491) on VC in village, (AT 847492) on VC in Trench-
line, (AT 865508) on VC in trenchline, (AT 932507) on VC in trenchline,
(AT 858514) on VC snipers, (AT 810505) on 8 VC with weapons, and (AT 810
505) on VC with weapons, 'Surveillance were reported at (AT 847492) two
(2) 've KI4 (poss), and (AT 810505) two (2) VC KIA (poss) and two (2) VG
WIA (poss). No surveillance was reported for. the other targets, Dur-
ing this period thirty-five H&I concentrations were fired by the Pro=-
visional Artillery Battalion and twenty-two H&I concentzmations were fired
by the ARVN Artillery at NONG SON, TRA KIEU and QUE SON,

Battery F, 2/12 received two new 105mm Howitzer tubes and placed them
on howitzers five and six, :

8 May 1966

The 3/9 search and destroy operation continued in a northeasterly
direction,’ The progréss of the operation was hampered by internittent
periods of heavy¥ rain, Little contact with the VC was experienced and
artillery support was nininal for this period., The advance of the con=
panies placed then in the vicinity of (AT 855525). Battery By 1/12 and
Battery F, 2/12 were leid on azirmth 6000 as o rasult of the aivance of
the colurm, At 0950, 1325, 1330, 1347, 1400, 1438, and 1514, seven
observed missions were fired at (AT 849497) on VC building bunkers, (AT
901502) on 20 VC with weapons, (AT 947479) on 3 VC in the open, (AT 904
508) on 15 VC in the open, (AT 904508) continuntion of fire on 15 VC in
the open, (AT 940476) on 10 VC canmouflaged with foliage, and (AT 973467)
on VC in underbrush, A surveillsnce was reported at (AT 940476) of four
(4) vC KIA (poss) and three (3) VC WIx (poss), No surveillance was repor-
ted on the other tergets, Battery F, 2/12 registered hovitzers five and
six at (AT 809501), Four night defensive concentrations and four on-
call concentrations were fired-in during this period. Thirty-nine H&I
concentrations were fired by the Provisional Artillery Battaiion and
twenty-ivo concentrations were fired by the ARVN Artillery at NONG SON and

TRA KIEU, 9 May 1966 |

The search and destroy operation continued it's northeasterly ad-
vance to the SONG VU GIA river (AT 885%54) to (AT 200549). Eneny con-
tact continued to be negligible and no artillery support was. rendered
during this period, One observed nission was fired at (AT 810510) with
a surveillance of one (1) VC KIA (poss) reported, Two on-call concen-
trations were fired in for this period, Thirty HXI concentrations were
fired by the Provisionzl Artillery Batialion and twenty-two HXI concen-
trations were fired by ARVN Artillery at NONG SON, and TRA KIEU.
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Operation GEORGIA was ternminated at 0815 with the infantry conpan-
ies of 3/9 at (AT 885554) to (AT 900549)., Artillery support of the Pro-
visional Artillery Battalion continued until all conmpanies of 3/9 were
extracted fron the objective area and while LVT's moved up the SONG AT
NGHIA river, No artillery support was rendered during the final phase
of Operation GEORGIA,
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