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7rom: Comri1an~lin~ Officer 
To: Comlilc:n::1ing Officer, ~.?'ti.l r~E,rilles (Lttn: C-3) 

Gubj: CommanG Chronology Re}ort for Period 1-31 r";ay 1966 
, ~. 

Ref: (a) ~ivO 5750.~ 
(b) 2eCtO 5756~1 

;'::ncl: /( 1) :~tracts, G-3. JonrneJ .. 
....... (2) Combat O':ierotions Lfter l...ction :~eport; Operation.. 

G;l:O~1GIL-

1. In accord.ance uitI1 references (n) and (b) the :1'0110\<1-
inc re::J0l"t is SUbmitted: 

n. Organizationol dcta inc!uCi:1f; attachmen':~s:,: 

(1) DesiGnation/Location: 2C, BD.ttelion, '1.2thLarines, 
3d I~Clrine Liivision (::(ein), J!':~", ;)a Hene Sector, South Viet 
IJ81l1 •• 

(0) Lfter termination of Ci)eration G::O;;,2!L on 
10 j';ay 1960,. lieadcmal"teris C'll'OU), 2:;, Battalion, 12tl"l Larines 
returned to ,Brent unit control. 

- (b) Gtlbse~t1ent to Cper8tion G~C~-;:GIL; ::&ttery~" 
2:: 2att&lion, 12th k2rine~ r~mains dctcched CreerJ to 3d 
;3attnlion, 9th r/]arin~s for e;:tel'::ded ol'Jeratiol1s in t~1e 
LN r'J.CL area~ 

(c) Eattcry L, 1st 3attafion, 11th karines 
..... . • "~"-"'"'I'l 30"1 '1 <"'>c6 ' e"~·l':nCi.1:3'c.:. L· .. :··....,l) '. !'·' ... ay ..1.:::..,0 • '. 

rewoins 
(.::1) I:]ortar 

~tetacl:.cd. 

'0:., 

detac~-:Gc: 
(0) rortm." ::at-~ery, 3d Battalion, 12th 1::::;1"ine1::1 

31 I:ay 196G. 
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(2) Period covered: 1-31 l'lay 1966 
(3) Name/:-;:ank of Com;r:c.nc:ing Officer ond St~ff t 

i:'lclmling TIO billet assigi1mcmt: 

COQmunding Officer: 
Bxecutive, Officer: 

8-1: 

8-2: 

S-3: 

3-4: 

GUPDly Officer: 
Eotor (l'ranspOi~t Officer: 

Communication Officer: 

Liaison Officer: 

Survey Officer: 
Chaplain: 
Headquarters Commandant: 

LtCol J ~ J J Sl"'ryr;:];~ 048875/0802 UGnC 

f'iaj G*f.l~ NC~ROU 0521.30/0502 USfilC 
(1-26 l>lny 1966) 

r:aj U. II. 1"10TIGAN 060176/0802 U8I<1C 
(27-31 r"Jay 1966) 

1stLt J-.:~. I{SZYSTl'!IilI( Jr 
OS4228/0802 U8NC 
1stLt r: .. G. BwNST~.cL 087483/0802 
USI'iC (1-26 I'Jay 1966) 

1stLt' . J .Ii. SCHfBIHTZI'X 091023/0802 

uSr";CR (27-31 i"lcy 1966) 

f";nj ~~. J. JO:INSOH 067493/0802 USlylC 

Copt L. T. Gmr:;Li~C:'I 078621/0802 USI'JC 

lst1.t 
1stLt 
USI'.jC~ 

D.L. ~EIT3 088184/3002 UGf!lCR 

De A~GEL1S 089480/3502 

Capt R.7. L.~ARNARD OG2493/2502 
UmlC 

I'laj G.~!. RYEUJ~CI-I 060715/0802 U3NC 

1stLt ;)'.2. GA:?:n::::: 089'739/0002 U3rr~ 

Lt R .. I~. r·ILN.s:~N 667714/4105 USlm 

Capt::.? ,!,~3NSICI 076420/0G02 
(1-8 hay 1966) 

Capt J. L. :?U':~TL..:O 077663/0802 
(9-15 f"iay 1966) 

Cant C. G. 3IijPSCN 035076/0802 
- (16-31 I'jay 1966) 

USf';C 

USNC 

(4) £verage strength for period: 542 

bit SeC"u ential listing of significant eventseS1Jecially 
as they relate to: 

(1) Personllel: 7he battalion ~'JaS at 94% TIO strength 
at the end of the reporting period. There arc no shortages 
of critical personnel that would seriously hinder the mission 
of the bettalion. The battalion had seven combat c~sualties 
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and eight f.Iarines evacuated for non-combat medical reasons. 
?ifty-six j·;arines participated in the Rt~~ program during 
the Illonth of i;:ay. 

(2) Administration: There ru~e no significant or un­
usual events to re::Jort. 

(3) Intelligence: Dissemination of pertinent intell­
igence information \'Ias accomplished by daily briefings for 
staff officers and distribution of intelligence summaries to 
the batteries. The mining of roads L:creased as evidenced 
by t\iO vehicles being involved in mine incidents. A prime 
mover a.nd hm,!i tzer struck a mine returning from Hill #55 
and the trucl:: \."os damaged beyond repair by approximately a 
forty pound electrically detonated device. No damage t'/aS 

sn stained to the hOlvitzer. A similiar mining incident occured 
involving another n::ss trl.lcl:, bt:t the mine was aetonated 
prematurely ani no m&jor a6mage was sustained to the truck. 
The batte:"'ies have been subjected to sporadic harassing 
fires from snipers with several incidents of VC unsuccessfully 
proiJing battery positions .. Specific details are noted in 
enclosure (1), extracts from the 3-3 Journal. 

(4) TraininG: O:nerational commitments '-Ii thin the 
batt&lion continue to curtail trsini:'1g. ':.'raining of :";::;C 
and communications person:~el is iJreser? tly supJlemented by 
instructional courses in fire '5.irection Drocedures and 
co i1mmnications fundmnentf,ls. Communication an& motor trar..sport 
\'mter-proofing courses t'/ere conductec:. for the bett-alion a.,l'la 
iJattery perso41::e1 ... One man attended the c;mLmnition tech­
nician course and the Battalion 3-4 attended an aerial del­
ivery demonstration at crm LA!. Seven officers attended 
field fortification school anG: forty :?e1"son:".el attended land 
mine \'larfare school. 

(5) Opel"Gltions: The cC'ttalion firec. a total of 366 
observed missions an:~ 1350 i·lra: missions in supnort of the 
9th i:arL:es and l...'_~VI-! operc-,tions, expending 8 ,8~'6 rounds of 
105mm ammunition, 466 rounds of 155rnm ammunition, and 284-
rounds of 107mm ammunition for a total of 9,626 rounds of 
B.'ilmunition. ~3nemy casualties a..'1d structures destroyed. during 
t .:is period include 28 ~GL, 45 :nL, 20 IGJ~ (poss) and 27 
:-JIil. (poss). Geven houses £l.I1C~ one bunker ',Iere reported to· 
be destroyed.. Juring the firing conducted on 12 riley 1966, 
V:::. c8sual ties tverc r(:;·;~orted to be 125 but actt.:al body count 
was not confirmed. This cloes not reflect statistics from 
CDeration G2:02GIL. 
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(a) Znclosure (1) contcdns significant missions 

and pertinent spot reports fop the month of i·lay. 

(b) OperE'.tion GZORGIA: I.rtillery support COInlJOsed 
of a headQuarters group of the 2d Batt&lion, 12th I·~arines, 
Eattery B, 1st E2ttalion t 12th T:arines, and Battery p., 2c1 
Battc:lion, 12th l:larines terminated on 10 t'Jay 1966 0 The 
cq:hat after action report for this op~ration is submitted 
as enclosure (2)w 

(c) Battel~y 1", 2d :'::8:t-:C lion, ~.2th f!larines remained 
in the Op8ration G:2:0.:~Glf.. area at AN IlOA to support continued 
operationc by the 3cl Ba.t"calien, 9th i'1:arines. 

(6) Command and Control: On 30 f:lay 1966, Battery ~, 
,2d Battalion, 12th I:arines displaced to 11i11 #55, coordinates 
(AT965618), and Bsttery .f.~ 1st Battalion, 11th I':arines, 
moved into the Battery D position, coordinates (BT064680). 
Batt.~ry E, 2d Battalion, 12th Varines remained in position 
at coordinates (LT9G6S~·4). Eattery Ii', 2d Battalion, 12th 
Larines melinte.iced a firing ~)'0si tion at coorcUnates (.AT872-
473). 'The cO:'llmand Dost location and mission of the 2c~ Batt­
alion, 1?th I-larine'S remains the SCime. 

(7) Comillunications/~lectronics: In eccord:nce with a 
division directive, the battalion communications officer 
oro.8red five ac1d.itiol~e.l LleJ/:'::;}C-47 r8{}ios for :'leadcn~arters o B8.ttery to replace tt3 HJ/G~f;. 9 rz~dio. The cOlilmu:.:ication 
platoon received one ~-B tec~niciBn ~CS 2047 for technical 
op8retions of the LIJ/~;?.C 11.0 rE'5.io \J~ich is 8:cpected to be 
issued to this battalion in the nesr future. 

(8) Logistics: The commune. continues to maintEcin a 
satisfectory logistics ca~abi1ity. The motor tr~nsport 
dea:nine r.:.te hac averaged -:5-17% durinG the period. 7he 
short~3s of trained I:18Chenics and non-com;~.issione:~ officers 
motor tral1Si,)ort '1erson:;)1 h~s attributed to the slight in­
crease in the deadline rete over previous reporting periods. 
'rhe cantonment program has progressed satisiBctorily except 
for short~ges of scree.::) doors and l'Jlt'li1bi::C fixttlres for 
oDe battery. Shortages of fortific£tions materiel is still 
a )roblem, thcuGh some shortages ~eve been alleviated since 
the last i"eljOrting p'}r~.odo SeCOl1Q echelon motor traIlsport 
6ne comm~~icetions maintenance continues to be com~leted in 
a reasonable ccmount of time dam:i te repair pc-:.rt shortages. 

(9) fir :efenss: Air defeilse capabilities remein the 
seme. 
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(10) Civ!c kction: 

(a) iJedic~ll personn21 treated eigh'i~y-follr 
civilians for various ailmOl.1't,; and jistributed 170 D&rS 
of soap_ 

(b) U.~~i tar;>, ..QQY..£E:£lTIen-;~: Nothing to report. 
(c) 8ori1!lmnity Relations:The batt&lion chaplain 

made frenuent visits to tb2 ~}orld 3vangelization Crusade 
Orphanage, providing financi81 support flnd distributing 
clothing and personal comfort items. 

5 
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':~xtracts 3-3 Journal for p8J('iod 0001 ... 2400 6NaY66 

Spot report 06114:011 sent to 12th f'larines: 
LCCLTICN: 941643 
IHCI~~ ljr.::': Patrol ir'm Nort3/12 sem"'chi~lg for 
ro'uDds !.~cvd E1bc;f~30 :r'dc 'JL fire 
tCTICi'! Tllnl"!:Fatrol returned Q"bout 100 rds of 
S£ fire. Notified infontry of in.cident 0 VC 
~~o!{(;_CClt[lct" Sye£?: Joseph B. ::W3S, 1~55153/0811 
RLt. ~strcl 3e2rc~~ng for long rd cont1I1UeS 
N_itI: I,t3:icJ:;:~d.Gl~ Pl::';"::l~ol leader of e Elan p8trol. 

- - - - - - - - - -

090B35H 

1013401-1 6 

~xtrElcts 8-3 ':'hurnal for period 0001-2400 9r'loy66 

~1'!1 frm I.GG (09259.3) Lz 0500, VC in trenches, 
Do!· y -; 'T-'2 r ',n '-;or),: 10(\'" -"',.". f' 1"e ~" 7.....,.~ u .. 1" :...? "",,..l . ..IC,:"'!, " ,Lt" '·.-!'v, ceo"",,,,, 1 . ,'~]:V .. 1.Jl..><.., 
,~ 'r:-," . 
,) ,,"" ~ 

• <. 

2.:;;:tracts 3-3 <JourG-:-~:. for period 0001-2400 lOflay66 

Pe.sGed 1'0110111:1[:; infor'.12tion frm. 1}O~ 2",,-,~9> to 
12th Mar 8-3. L~tillery confirmed ~ills on 
Opn G20:~GIL: . 

VC TaL (Be) 39 
VC ZIn (poss) 112 
VC HIli. (conf) 2 
VC 'fIL (poss) 81 

-------

121230I'I 

121330H 

121535~= 

12160C~l 

8 

9 

12 

Zx:tracts :.3-3 Journel fol'" p8riod 0001-2100 12t118,y66 

?l"'1 frm ~-2L, rlort fire (012535), Btry E, 4- lB, 
ZOIi; 1305, mort fit"'e c ':)osed, 3:Z388 on call 

0'1'!] irE!: ~XG 1/9 (9285L!:5) Btry :Z F'ltlQ, 200 VC 
in tre:1chline, BS393, 103 IE, 60 'IT, rds on tgt t 
5 hCt,ses burning, :-:;::Of.I 1535, 

13 ~~~'~ f::'El ,:'~-·2L (015$00) "ifC mortars, Btry 2, 2:::390, 
26 E2: ,~'ds on tgt, Em)l 1625 

Ene losure (1) 
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121700E 

121815H 

121816H 

131835H 

131955E 

151?15E 

171100H 
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1-£2- I'l\'~fl~;il ~i'-1 (941582) sniper fire, Btry 2, 

16 

17 

8 

18 fB, Geverol atructuroG bnrl1ing30N 1720 

j~G::' (O,17<367) 5 VC ''lith/LY, Btry 8, 18 Ie, 
0ff on tgt: 88395 

Fr'; f~m :l:-4 (O~~:5623) VC firing frm house 1 Btry S, 
10 lE, '~mjj lCi:t') ~lOuse destroyed 

.:')pot report I'l'iCl :!J2/12 sent to 12th f:'larines: 
LCCf;,T ION: 9364 J ';':;:·1 
-nrCL)ZNT: Rcvel 10-15 rdsf .. l'/ fire vic treeline 
300 metGrs west of Dosition 
LCTICIl 'i'L=:8IT: ::2~ i; crncd 5 50 cal r·iG rds, 1 band 
ilIum., ~ 8~Jm illu~o 
C C~;j'iJ:rr,:;~:3~V LLrI,"'10lJ. VC brolcc con'::,nct 
COLl"li~HJ];1S Jl.CTICN;~ Notified adjacent ."ni ts 

Sxtrac-cc S-3 Jonrnal .for period 0001-2400 15f·loy66 

13 FIc'] f::.~m LO (f'97GO',) sniper fire, Btry Z, 132400, 
:~or·j 1245, 28 I-r::~:, 2 buildings burning, 2 houses 
damaged, 2 lJIL (poss) sniper fire ceased 

~tracts s-~ .Jour:1al 

Snot renol"t frm S/2/~2 sent to 12th f:larines: 
LbeL.TIer!: 983633 
H-f8I:X!;I!T: #5 gun and prime mover returning .. , 
,·Ii th section frm t-I:i.ll#55 stI'tlcL: a iiline 0"; the 
l~oad .. Truck uamolist1ed" r';ari :1013 tL1Tm-Jl1 off 
vehicle. Vo~icle struck 40 Ib electricolly 
detonated mil"'.:J .. ~::teT.'lsive dc:m~ge to rC2r under­
curriag'3 uf tl'uCl::, hO\'Iitzer not Cl.smagcd o 

I;,CTI\JP 'f.'j:::~P:Gun and section eouiDment re-
turl:.t~d tolrtry 1)csition .' 
1·-:r~'T ;'I.r'--; 'i '·}T r,.. 7}!"'C '['1J' TO;') I'ler1 "i'v"c 
,ii.' .J.~~ •.••• : .. ,";.JIjl.J.::~~~ .~l "Ii .. t.J: '.1.;\ '''''''..... g 

Enclosure (1) 
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1919321-1 

201815H 

20 1830I-i 

20 1850I-! 

8 
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2xtract S-3 Journnl for period 0001-2400 19Nay66 

?I':; fro Seabrook B-2 (048703) Btry S, B8406·, 
4-5 VC, 13 fE 1 ;J'?, gd eff on tgt, no surv. 

=:xtrncts 8-3 Journnl for period 0001-2400 20Nay66 

11 Spot report rcgnrdinc; AilVN convoy frm OP#2 
s,mt to 12th f'larines: 
LoCLTICH: North of SONG CLU :)0 on LIt awy #1, _ 
vic G89971 -,~. . 

INCT:);.zr·jT: i2VN convoy of 6 trucks flying VN and 
II 5;:hi' .2. Y - JIIol h" t b VnJ r ~ • t'l ' " ~U9-uullS·l:. J..Ii. ags l' Y ll:'~1 a1rs rl. CO. Ll.r-
cra~~ macre four passes on convoy. Convoy halted 
nt.~d junction vic. (001722) 
LCTIOrr TL~ZN: Hq/2/12 placed on 100% alert 

12 nJCrX!~TT: t\lTD LRVN tanks blocking at RJ vic. 
(001722) Tanksd.estroycd tl'10 trucks llt RJ. l~'ppx 
100 arfilcd troops taking reft1ge in buddist t~ple 
vic. (999719) 

13 INCT~Y'::NT: O?#2 reports bro tanlcs and four trucks 
ttroops c:1isrnounted ond notl moving with tan.!(s) 
moving Hest on road vic. of tcnrple (999719) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - II - -

211550H 13 

221720 H 7 

2219:WI-I 12 

221936H 14 

J:..."Ctracts B-3 Journal period 0001-2400 :11iVloy66 

till f'rrn 1"-3 (977670) 100 VC, Btry E, 132'408, 
30 H:5 2 ~JP -::~cr,'] 1710 

ZXtrocts S-3 Journal period 0001-2400 22r"lay66 

FIJi fro LO Socrcd :;:omeo, f'10rt3/12, l'C in trench, 
28 !-I~, t'"JO c:irect hits on trench, 5 buildings 
b-rnil1g :~or!! 1733 

All frm ::;'-4, hvy sniper fire, (0366~,.:3) B2410, 
8 :-IS 6 'JP, (meell cover. sniper fire cecsed 

Fr'~ frm Z"-3 VC ~"Jith L~', (0'16622) D~412, 4, UP 
5 r:::::;mlc 16 H2-VT gc1 eff on tgt, sniper fire 
cease:! 

~nclosure (1) 
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221930H 

.22201511 
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15 Ff;j frm sa" EM 1 ~, Btry J .fir ing, B.)225, 18 fE, 

unobserved, good cov0r~ge 

16 Fr·l frl:l F-3, VC in treeline, (010623), Btry .s~ 
BE413 t 2 HCSmk, 6 UP gd Gi£ on tgt, sniper 
fire ceased 

~ - - - ~. ~ -- - -' - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

.23'17351-1 

231955H 9 

Extracts 8-3 JOllrnnl period 0001-2400 23f"Iay66 

Spot report frm ])/2/12 sent to 12th l\1orines: 
.. LOC/TIOn: 068689 
INCI)3;NT: Btry -:; trucl{ ran into road Gline ond 
'acb:,:sh by appx 7 VC. idj:ine detonated in front 
or truck causing ,minor damage t tlJO brolten head­
lights ani f'oreed truClc o:ffroad. 
1~8Tlcr~ TL:CIJ :Infcntry, ~)atroI dis'~atehed 
FI:13I'I)LY 111L: one minor (siJ~)erfieinl eut to dvr) 
CCnfl;iJJJ.!:;.1G 3VLLUL,TION: Ho serious damage, VC 
mine aetonatcc; prematurely ... 

Spot reportfrm ;;/2/12scn.~to 12th Narines : 
LCClSICIJ: 064600 
INCIJ3I'1T: 3 f'iarines JIA. Stanc.inG arol1l1d L1~ll.U 
1 man B:-2 ... 4 disarr:1ing. 2 men D.-2-12 observing. 
LLr! 0::Qlodcd.Infal1trymnn hurt bad. 2 2try :J 
men also ,",otinc;req.· 
LeTTer! Tl.::;~n: Ned 3vcc request 
if'] 1:; j L] LY 'IIA: '3 

... - - ~. _. - - - .... - - -...~ .. ... ,"'!":..... - - - -. - - .... - .. -

242050H 

242135H 

~tracts 8~.3 Journal period 0001-2400 24f'!!ay66 

9 spot report frrn i-'lort3/12 S0U:~tO 12th f'lar-incs: 
Wei-TIOi!: 964616 
INcr::1NT: Post 3L r~ceived ap';::x 3 rds 811 fire 
appx 15 meters left snd 50 meters in front 
of post 
AC'L'IOl'r TiJL~N: Outpost returned 3 to 4 rds fJL ' 
fire 
COf.:r·;IJ'J. )--::~::G ?V LI,ULTICN: Snip er fire 

10 F'f;1 frm ·9t!11'.ojer i?;:;SC, (044628) , L'J.VrJ under mortm­
ottaclc, 13try D, 2:) 628, 12 f8, unobsorved 

- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -

4 Enclosure (1) 
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261700l-I 

261950S 

281315H 
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3xtracts 8-3 Journal p~riod 0001-2400 26flay66 

spot report frm :~/2/!2. sent to 1~;th f';CJrinc5: 
LOCL.TIOH: 006623 
IrJCIT~NT: ~~-2-9 co: ndtlctin;:; s0crch & destroy 
orm r-un into 5--10 Ij mine in bamboo thicket. 
Trip vr.L ro activetor. PIc TONG \'lOunded by shell 
irae, rio;ht leG belm-J thigh 
LCTJ,:;P r.Cl.IC!:IJ: ?fc TePG Med Bvaccd 

1'2 ;:;'1'0'1 frm l..lL, hvy sniper fire, (003633) Btry J, 
B~)229, 4" ... r.:-~ 44 ;,fP, Cdcff on tgt, sniper 
Sire ceased 

- - - - - - ~. - - - - - - - - -
"2xtracts C-3 Journalp~"iot;l 0001-2400 28rv:ayG6 

J:i'f,1 frm '::'-4 (050635) sniper in vill.sge, Btry 2, 
=~ 419, 20 '!P, sniper fire "ceased, oxccll eff 
on tgt, ECN 1325 

........ _ .. ~ --.F-_._ 

aO:U545II 

30205?H. 

;~tra.cts C-3 .Journal p~riod 0001-2400 30r:jay66 

7 Assumed OFCON of !3try 1./1/11 

~13 spot :.. .. eport .frm 1.11/1.:" sent to .1:?:thI'/I~ & 9th I'iru": 
.LCCLTION: 064680 
InCr::I:i'JT:' Btry 1 .. rcvd 'hvy 81:. fire frm left front 
al'ld right front of btry position. Ho L:;dieation 
of sizG of VC force 
lCTI':i~ 'i'i..;.::r: BtJ;'Y returned 200 rds Sf; fire, 
! -

300 rds 52 cuI, BOO rds of I·loO r·m and :3 rods or 
direct firG 105rnm 

- - - - - - ~ - - - - -

310845H 

311155H 

~ctracts 8-3 Journal period 000;.-2400 31I~lay66 

71\ frm[':;~.c:"ed Yankee, (992575) VC ir. caves, 
Btry S, 131 429, 24 fE, SOlvl 0858, Given to 2try 
L, acst~uction of cave 

Fn f1";11 F-3 (928569) VC t/i to. j;.U, atry D, ED 230, 
13 f2,. e~:celleff on tc;t, 20f'1 1210 

s Enclosure (1) 
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311215H 

311325H 

3118l0H 

3l1823H 
,., '. i';' 
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7 ft'V .. , frm F-3, 30230, Btry l) t 24 IE, :2:0n 1252 

8 F!' ... j frr:J 2-3 (925571.) VC in trenches, Btry S, 
14 ~-"'7 12 :.1'0 ~~ - l' r:> p." 1"1 t r,·t Ti'C'j'; 1 "!40 1.1.-, " .. , c".ce .. ~, .. A ()~- l:; , 'J " V 

10 21:;1 frm :Z-3 (99962~5) VC F;nipcr fire, E;try 2, 
B,S4-26 , 1 I:C 6 IS G 'iP ~ ]:;Zcccil eff 011 tgt, BOL 
1018 

11 Fj',1 frm' E-3 (004623) VC sniper fire, 3try E, 
BE 427, 1 He 6 IE 6 ;',11', exccll cff on tgt 
:~OI\! 1830 

'. . ". ~~ 

:!;q~~osure (1) 
, . . ~. ..!' ~ - , 

.\ : ~~. 
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HEADQUARTERS 

2d Battalion,. 12th Marines (-) (Rein) 
3d Marine Division (Rein), FMF 

FPC, San Francisco 96602 
5:SMM:wfe 
3100 
12 May 1966 

From: COI:lIrlanding Officer, ProVisional Artillery Ba.ttalion 
To: Commanding Officer, 3d Battalion, 9th Marines 

SUbj: Combat Operations After Action Report; Operation GIDRGIA 

Ref: (a) DiVO 3l00.lB 

Enol: (1) Co~bat Operations After Action Report for the Provisional 
Artillery Battalion 

1. The subjeot report is subnitted herewith as eno1osure (l) .. 

Copy to: 
CO, 1st 8u Howitzer :Battery, (Sp) 

·CO, 1st En, 12th Marines (2) 
CO, 2dBn, 12th Mai-ines (3) 
CO, 4th.'Bn, 12th Marines (1) 
CO, 12th Marines (3) 
co, 9th Narines (3) 

'OG, 3dMa~Div (7) 

s. M. MORROW 

- ---.::00:­

...... I":i.r 
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• BEA.DQUARTERS 
24 Battalion, 12th Marines (-) (:Rein) 

;d 11a.rine Division (Rein), :rnF 
Fro, San Francisoo 96602 

5:SMM:wfe 
~OO 
12 May 1966 

CONFIDENTIAL 

hoc: Coonanding Officer, Provisional Artillery Battalion 
COr:lIlanding Offioer, 12th Marines To: 

Via: COlJtlallding Officer, 2d Battalion, 12th Marines 

Subj: Coo bat Opere.tiona Af'ter Action Report; Field Artillery in support 
of Opera. ti.on GEORGIA 

Ref: 

Enel: 

3dMarDiv OpO 343-65 
3cU1arDiv OpO 368-66 
3dMarI),iv OpO 38S-66, 
9t~ OpO 111-66 
3dEn, 9thMar OpO 368-66 

!l) Task Organization 
2) Overlay of Artillery Dispositions during Operation GEORGIA 
3)~ronology of Events ' 

(4) ',SwDary of Missions Fired and .Amnmi tion Expended 

1.. Code Name. Operation GEORGIA; Search and Destroy operation to open 
area'to GVN innuenoe. ' 

2~ .. Dates of O-peratim. 200800H April 1966 - lOO800H 11ay 1966 

3. Location. AN HOA (AT 8747) ...... , 

. 4. Control or COlllDand Headquarters. 

a. Infantry: 3d Dattalion, 9th Ma,rines ( .. ) (Rein), LtCol W. W. TAlLOR 

b. Artillery: Provisional Artillery :Battalion, 2d l3a.ttallo1'1, 12tA 
Marines, Maj S. M. MORRO\v 

5. Task Orsanization. lhclo8\1ft (l) 

a. Ehclosure (1) was the TaekOrganization in effect on 200800H April 
1966. o,. .. . 
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b. On 24080011 April 1966 the 1st Provisional Aophibian H2w.:1tzer Pla­
toon was attaohed. to the Provisional Artillery 13attalion for eo6oandana .... 
control. 

c. The General Support Group cocposed of 1-8" Howitzer (M-55) (sp); 
1-155nn Gun (M-5,) (Sp) and 2-155cn Howitzers (M-109) (Sp) was fomed and 
positioned at A2 966618 on 19 April 1966 to provide general support for 
Operation GEORGIA. 

d. On 270630H April the 1st ProvisiODal f~pbibian Howitzer Platoon 
~ma attached to 3d Battalion, 9th Marines. 

s. Phase I 

(1) Planned 

12-10500 Howitz~rs 
1-8" Howitzer (l1-55) 
1-155rn Gun (M-5}) 
2-155mm Howitzers (M-I09) 

(2) Utilized 

12-10500 Howitzers 
1 .. .a" Howitzer (M-55) 
l-155m Gun (M-53) 
2-155nn Howitzers (M-109) 

b. Phase II 

(1) Planned 

1B-105om Howitzers (Including 6-LVTR-6e) 
1-8" Howitzer (M-5S) -
1-155nn Glm (M..53) 
2-15500 Howitzerd (M-109) 

(2) Utilbed 

18-10500 Howitzers 
1.6" Howitzer ~55) 
1-155cnGun (M-53) 
2-15500 Howitzers (M-10,) 
6-105nn Howitzers, 34th ARVN .Artillery Battalion 261300H April .. 

l00600a.Ma.y 1966 
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tntel115enoe. 

UNIT 
5th Battalion 
LF Coopany 

" , 

STATUS 
Probable 
Conf'imed 

DECLASSIFIED 

STRENGTH 
'500 -:-
100 

QE~TING' AREA' 
Due 'Due ' 
DAI LOC District 
DUe DUC Distriot 

b. In add! ~ion to the aboveupi 1;8, there were an un..lmown liuriber ot 
guerillas reported to, be operatmg throughout the area. Intelligenoe also 
reported that there ~'rere three (3) conf'imed battalions and three (3) local 
Fbrce eo~panies with a conbined strength of 1760 outside of the objeotive 
area, but oapable of reinforcing within 12 hours. ' 

o. Frec. 20 April ~C) 26 April vg ~p'n1:act was exoeedingly light lIi th 
only' occasional fl~ih t:iA€s ot anall' ~ps or; 4-10 personnel. ' On the ciOxn~ 
1ng of 26 April, ':i,P.fMtry eleoents conducting a sweep west of the SOliGTBU 
BON river, in the southwestern portion o:f the TAOR, sighted and engaged ele­
c.ents estiDated to be one MF platoon. S~gnificant contact was again Dade, , 
d~ing the period !-2 May in the central iportion of the eastemseotor. On 
3 May, contaot was'Dade with an estit1ated three cC':::lp::mies while oonduoting 
a i river orossing into the western portion of the TAOR at (AT a80514)~ 

. ·t:i:.: . '. . . 

9-- The oPer~ t~ a.;ea is bise~t~d by the SONG THU :eON, which en tere the 
area at ooordina:te!'llAT855440) and ·exits the area at ooordinates (AT 919532). 
The terrain 'west of theSONGTIlU 13ON'is generally nat and oonsists pr.i.car-; 
ily of paddy lands; ho;Je:irer there are so~e segments of h:i.gh groUnd in' the ' 
northwest corner of the TAOR containing wooded slopes and short grass. Ham­
lets and individual houses are scattered 'throughout the area, but the pop­
ulation is less dense than in the area. east of the SONG TRU BON. The ter­
rain ea.st of the SONG THU BON consis;t~ ot 'two diverse segtlents.The 'nortl!-­
ern segnent is generally nat paddy.~and, most of which is ten oeters o~ 
less in elevation, althoughthere~e' Sev.eral hills or, Dore than thirty 
rieters elevation in the northeaste~~portion~ 'The entire area is ::t:elati-v:~-
ly dEmselypopulated. Vegetation ia~eaviest arotmd the population oenters 
and waterways. The southern segme~tor ~he8.rea. east ,of' the SONG THU ]ON ' 
~ises'sharply toe.~ev.ations or ove~'~ h~dred ceters along the entire 
sc:;uthem lic.i~s ().fthe a,rea.. The slope~l?e~ relatively gan~leJ 1?w~ ,gra4"!' 
~ly llec:ooe vtn'Y ~~ep ;In the area~C?t'Jl!~ elevation along ~~ f!!0wth~' 
~~ 'eage/ Vegeta1;~ol1' ~f3'JhEttivy along #1e~Str.etU!1 beds all,~ at '$~high.e; ':" 
eleVations." , n·< ',';':' ",' '.~;:' J'~ :,> -',,, t", ";, it"; , ·.'i ,';. ' " 

1,\ 
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e.A lair weather road enters the area at coo3!d.inates AT 858430 and 
e%1ts at nT 002518_ At coordinates AT 903520 this road. sep~tes into 
two branches, one ~nera11y following the ~ast bank ot the SONG THO BON, 
and the other branch coursing east, gaierally 1'Illlliing north to south in 
the center portion 01' the area •. A segoent . a:! the western bratloh of the 
road oonneots to a. recently oonstruoted niH tary defense position atop·· 
the Dountains a.t ooordinates AT 867440. The area west of .. the SONG THIJ 
:BON oontains only trail and pathw~ and. traffioability :tsverypoOr.' 
In addition to the road ne~rork, there is a single track railroad whicli 
enters the area at coordinates BT 00;517. This railrOaq ~·southwest· 
to coordinates AT 848458, This railroad is presently inoperative. 

. . 
,f. 0bserrat:ton::.:o. tho lo,-ilands throughout the eritr.ce zone cf ope~ 

ations ;'as DCtrginal a.r:.d restrictive to ground obervers due to :frequent 
hedge rOiffl and other vegatation. Forces operating in the foothills alO1\g 
the southern and western portion ot the zone were afforded aPod obserVa­
tion into lowlands to the north, 

. g. '.fea ther throughout 'the operation w,.,s generally favorable' wi th 
heavy rams end reduced visibility occurring only on'30 April, 6, 7,8 
and 9 May. The days were oharacterizedas·be~~ hot~ humid and clear. 
Cloud cover did not inpede or inpair operations except on 7 K~y.The 
greatest inpairoent to operations \oms the inter."se heat and hUDidity ex- .. 
perienccd daily froD around 1200· to 1500 hours. . 

h. The artillery col!l'C:lB.nd group did not have an intelligence section 
as a part of its. headquarters during the operatio~ The only intelDigenoe 
gleaned through nrtil1eryduuxnels was ~At derived. through requests for 
fire by both ground and acriai observer.s. The prm.-u-y source ,of intel1~ 
igence ,ms the intelligence section ot 3/9 and the local district ohief. 

8, Mission. Provide artillery support for 3d Ba.ttalion, 9th Marines (-) •.. 
(Rein)· during oovenent to .An H(}a (AT 8747) area and during subsequent , .. 
searahand destroy operations in the objective area. 

. . 

9. Concepto! Operation. 
, . 

a. Planned, 

(1)· Artillery support for Phase·I will be provided by the ·attaoh­
Dent of a. provisional artillery battalion to the 3clBattaIion, '9th Marmes 
a.t 0800 on D-1 and o.i.rlUt to the vicinity ot .AN IDA {AT 8747). ." 
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. (2) 1J~ eocpletion or Pho.se :t (Df,2) and when not eop~o;yed ~ a. 
direct fire role, the 1st ;Provisional'''Anphibim BowitzerPlatoon ,Will die. 
place on order to vicinity of AN HOA (AT 9747) 'and reblforce the p;roV1sion-
oJ. artillery ba. ttnlion. '. ,.'. " : 

(3) General support fires will be provided by one 15500 howitzer 
(M-I09) platoon; one l55nn gun (M .. 53) and one 8" Howitzer (11-55) position­
ed at AT 966613.' 

b. Utilized. 

RecOTl!Ulissnnce prior to the opere.. tion by the re::;:~!Octi"e battery 
cor::JDn!ld~,.,.s, J.;he bat~ru.ion S-3 and corn~ding officer ;pr:i,,';'ded <:ll1 excell­
ent opporttm7_ cy to prese~ r)ct firing positions 31ld 0. cODLc.:.:.,d pOE ~ site, 
Firing b8. tter~r posH5.ons .'ere selected frOD ",hieh suppor:- eould be ren­
dered throughou~ tile entire zone of operations, except for the extrene 
eastern portion. The concept of operation 't,as executed cos planned except· 
that Battery "F" was displaced to the vicinity of AT 906477 on 281600H ' 
April in order to' support a s't-mep of" th~ extrene ero.stcrn :portion of the 
zone of op8r~ tion. The be. ttery returned to its priI::::-·2:'Y pos i tion area on" 
291830H Jlpril after the forces conducting the &~'Te(;2:-' had re;turneod to an " 
o.reo. ,h5..ch (.ould' be E'odequa tely supported fro:": prir:::-:>-y pos:" tians, Mortar 
Batt':l.J, 2d Batte.lion, 12th 1<1c.ri.:1es, WeS on fooL:' :-;'our o.le:..'t t::~:oughout 
the opp.~tion for possible deploynant, but w~s not utilized. Six l05mm 
howitzers of the 34th ARVN Artillery Battalion were available to support 
the <?~er::\.tion outside of the FCL by the U. S. J:roy Advioors at HOI lJi; 

0, Disposition of &rtillery units in the objective area. See Enolo-
sure \.2) , 

11. Results. See Enolosure (4). 
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12. ~dministration Matte!!_ 

a. SnJ2plZ. 

(1) All classes ot supply with the exoeptioB or potable water, 
were drawn from the LSA through supply point distribution. Fresh potable 
wate1' was readily available in the AN HOA oomplex. lJ, ditficulty wae ex­
perienced in obtaining this cominodi ty nor 8X1y class of supply from the LSA. 

(2) The concept for logistic support of art illeryun ita emp'oyed 
in Operation Georg5.a provided that firing be. ttedes would deployw! th 3 lXlA., 
with an additional 125 rounds of illumination and 50 rounds 0:£ He smoke, 
per battery, and t..lJe t the LSA would maintain e. dunp level of5 OOA. As Or 
1830 on D-l, tbere was only 1 DOA available at AN HOA for· the be. ttery wh.ioh 
was in position. B"lJ the evening of D-Day both batteries were in position 
and had 3 OOA on b..and. The LSA achieved its 5 ])c)A by D+2. Artillery amu­
nition was pleni:dflilj througho.di the operation and only on 3 May did the d:Llap 
level go below the 5 DOA; however, there was an airdrop on 4 May of 600 
rounds of HE and th';.s provided an adequate du.:np 18 'Tel un til resupply could 
again be €-:ffected by C~123 airoraft on 5 M?y. Glose lig,5eol1 ,.,as IJaintai,ned 
throughon'l; the o)Jore.tion by the LSA COl!ll!lander a'1d the Artillery :Battalion 
CoJmia..,. .. d Gr()'l'.p. Artij.le:r.y am:l1,mition was ordere<i on a c...?iJ.y basis based on 
the :gre,.riotls dayl s expenditu.re rate. Nomal reF',lpply;,ras t:;ffecied in 3 days 
based on a:tro:=a.£'t a-.;a.il"Lbili ty with energency air Q.:.'::'op a7a5.la~le on 4-6 
hour notice. 

) 

('3) Ea-poxienoe gained during this operation i':1dicated a reluotance 
on the part of 8.11 observation agencies to utilize FUze MT,E3Q in the attack 
of targe-tl:s. Invariably, Fuze VT was called for when requesting fire. 
Thought should be given to either increasing the allownace of :FUze V!l! and 
reduo:fl'lg FUze MTSQ or .else reorienting the thinl;:i!'l.g' of observers along the 
lines of' utilizing more Fuze MTSQ. 

b. .1r'1llsporta t.i~~. 

(1) Aside from the fact that the type ot aircraft which would be 
available fornovement of the provisional artillery battalion to the ob­
jective area was not finally settled. tultil D-2, little difficulty was ex­
perienced during the movement to .AN HOA of personnel and equipment. The 
use of' C-12; aircraft was advantageous to artiller,y employment for it 
allowed eaoh ba ttery to bring an M.-;7 truck in add! tion to the how! tzera 
and other required equipment. . 

(2) The lack of adequateaircraf't availability on D-I preolUded 
artillery from deploying F/2/12 into the objeotive a.rea. as originally- sched­
uled. The same problem hampered the rapid build up of Class V on D-1 to an 

. adequate level, however this problem. was· overcome on n.."l>ay. 
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CONFID!mIAL •• • (,) Transportation withift the objective area posed little or no 
pIfOb18l!l the to the aVailability ot two-2i ton trucks troa looal. AItVN so~e8 
when required £01' arounition l'eSUw1y and for the deploycent ot 1/2/12 on 
28 April. In addition, 3/9 provided one M-274 to each firing batterY ~~~ 
adrJ.1nistrative/l'Gsupply :runs throughout the operation. ,:: •. 

c. Cooounieations. :i..", 

~:'r;;~,;~ 

(1) The artillery organitation was such that comunication reiihire­
ments for the Provisional Artillery Battalion were basically the ea.o~ t:ts 
they would be fot' a nomal artillery be. ttc.lion enplo30ent. Two conduot of: 
fire nets, e. fire direction net and the DAO net were established ~d guarded 
by the Provisional Artillery Battalion Fro •. Battery B and Batt~ry F eaoh 
guarded one oonduct of fire net, the battalion fire direction ·net and 
were prepared to cone up on the other battery-' s conduct of fire net 1f re­
quired. The FSCC and the LVTH-6'piatoon ea.ch guarded both condUct of f1re 
nets and the fire direotion net. There were two oompanies forward obeerv- ..... 
ers operating on each conduct of fire net. The AO net was used in its nor~.\· 
nal oapacity. The fire direction net was also the prinary link bett·reen thes~ 
"General ,SUpport Grou:ptt(Hlll number 55). ~ the "Provisional Artlli~r1 ~" 
Battalion COrll'land Group". If at all possible, when the AO had a fir90is" (:" 
sion, the AO and the battery assigned the oission would switch t().,th~ fire .• 
direction net for the coopl.etion of the oisaion. This left the conduot of' f., 
fire ~et!3 free for receiving fire oissions £roo 1'orward observ~.:· ;. '.' d. 

", I) J 

"'" 

(2) Wire eooounicatians was utilized in the following canner: One 
adniniStrative' line fron eaohfiriDg ba.ttery into the Provisional ArtUlery­
Battalion Connand Group sW.tohboEl'rd, one hot line froo each of the firing 
batteries to the Artllle~ Battalion C;ol'JDand Group FDe, one trunk Une to 
3/9, two lines to radio relay whioh linked the PrOvisional Artillery Ba ttal ... 
ion Cocoand Group with the General Support Group, one hot line. to FSeC and 
one hot line to FSCC forward on Hill #55. No probletls were encountered. 

\. , 

d. Maintenanoe. During the course of the opere.tion~t was repox:ted 
by both forward observers and aerial obSe1'\tEmJ tho. t F/2112 had, two pie:!;3,~$ 
that vere oonsistently shooting shol't froI:l 100 to 300 neters. Theshe.af' 
was cheeked each da.y in order to detemine whioh pieces were involved. an,d 
special corrections applied to compensa.te tor the dispersion. A oontaot 
teOll was requested through LSA when it beclme apparent . that the weapons 
involved were still erratio even though special cor eC!tions were being 
applied" AB 0. :result of the contact tea ins'peetion, new tubes. were 
placed on the faulty wea.pons and no further prob1ems arose. 

l}. Special Eguiment and Techniques. 

a. The oonoept of operation for Opera.tion GB)lGIA provid.ed .that ar­
tillery would be in position on D-l prepared to support preliminary oper­
ation. ~iDg Phase I. Thisnission resolved itself into two basio taSkSl 
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(1) Provide artillery support to~ Coa:umd Group Alpha and 
nttaChed units Oft D.l in the objective area. 

(2) Provide artillery support tor Gomnand Croup Bravo durin« 
DOVGtlent by surface Ileans into the objective area. on. D-DaJ aBd, »+1 • 

. b. There were no special problems enVisioned or encountered in oart'T-
,.~ out the task in sub-paragraph a(l) above., " 

c. The entry into and retraction fron the objective area vas oonsid­
ered to be the Dost critical phase of the entire operation fron the arln:.. 
1e17 .support standpo1at aince all 8ltt,achedartillery could not cover the . 
entire IlOvement. Artillery eleIlent~ l(~re preposi tioiled on ]),,1 and prepared 
to carry out both tasks enmerated abOve~ The problem of artillery Gupport, 
maBion clearance and coct1lll1icationa qUring movement of Cocmand Group Bravo 
into and out ot the objective area was,: handled in the following ·Damer. 

(1) Since _ ground novement of CoJ:SDa.nd Group Bravo would carry 
it thl-ough both the 3d. and 9th Marines TAOlls during its movemen. t into and . 
out of the objeotive area, clearance. was obtain~d froIl Division FSCC to 
allow 'artillery to fire in support of the C01UIm, if needed. The concept 
employed was that artillery would fire on anything that fired. on the column. 
In order to have positive clearance and control~ the liaison section of 3d 
:Battalion, 9th&.rines was~lit d.ur~ Phase I. The l'iaison Chief and two 
radiO operators were sen1t overland. with Command Group Bravo, while the re­
aainder ot the tEem was aulifted into the objective erea on D-l. This 
technique allowed the luison section with Command GroupBra.vo to monitor 
both conduot or fire nets of attached ForwardObaervezs and to pemit or deny 
requests for fire duril"g 'column movement. The general support Group at 
AT 966618 mont tored the same nets. Although artUlery support was not re­
quired, during entry and retrnotion 1roI:1 the objective area, this teohnique 
,ensured speed of response in case ertillery fire was required • 

. (2) This same technique was 'utilized. within the objective area on 
sweeps of more than one day's dura1;ion and proved very' effective. 

14. ,Q.omanderf s Analy;sU. 

&. Planning. 

(1) Initially Operation G1!OIIGIA was to be supported by only one 
l05mm Howitzer Battery (P/2/12). This battery was to be reinforced by the 
fires of the 1st Provisional Amphibian Howitzer Platoon subsequent to 1>+1; 
when not otherwise eGployed by the 3d :Battalion, 9th Harines and by a gen­
eral ~port group at Hill #55. On]).5 it was detemined by higher head­
quarters that an additional. 105m HOwitzer l3attery (B/1/12) would be eI:1-

played. This, in tum, generated a requirement tor a prov1sonal battalion 
oommanc1 group. No difficulty was encountered in fUlfilling either require­
ment. Headquarters, 2d Battalion, 12th Marines ha.d previously antiCipated 
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a possible reouireoent te~ a provisional camDaftd «rOup sad had prepared a 
Table of Organizntion and a Table of Equipnent to support 1t. :Both the rIo 
and TIE proved to be satisfactol'Y' tor this operation. . 

(2) Although there was a Tic for a Provisional Battali9D COQmand 
Group, the des;Lgnation of individuals for this group was not aceoapllshed 
until ~4 and this allowed but three'days for planning before ~loJC8Zl'. 
Coupled with the linited tille factor was the problen of ay8.ilab1U.t~ of 
personnel to work during the pla.nning phase. The najori ty of the personnel 
continued to perform their pricary duties and were available for Operat1ott 
GmRGIA on a tull time basis only on 1>-2. This situation should be reaediecl 
in fUture operations involving a provisional comcand.gxoup. 

b. Jransportation. The concept of operations provided for the artU­
lery batteries and the cOIEland group to be airlifted by ai ther fixed wing 
or helicopter into the objective area •. All artillery units had load:lng plan. 
and serial assignment tables for movement by either moce of transportation; 
however, it was' not finally detel.'mined until 1>-2 whioh mode would actually 
'be used; Sinoe the mode of transporta.tion was to dictate the point ot de­
parture tor the operation as well as the weight of the pelletized loads, . 
too little time. was available for proper preparation of palletized loads 
for the movement to the objective area. . " 

o. ~son. The liaison officer assigned to ~;;he 3d. Battalion, 9th 
Marines had been on the job for only'two veekswhen.O:peration GOORGIA 
oommenced.' The Naval Gunfire Officer had been. V5.t:1 the battolion for en 
even shorter period of time. Nei ther individual. vIaS experienoed in his 
duties and this, initially detracted !'rom the effectiveness of the liaison 
section in proper fire planning, control and coordination. The section 
was further disrupted by having to provide a nobile FSCC for moveJ!lent into 
the objective area and for periodio sweeps within the objective area. The, 
Provisional Artillery Battalion cocmand group CP was in the close prox­
ioity to the infantry COC and it required close supervision of' the artillery 
comcander to get the FSCC fUnctioning in an acceptable manner. Mention 
has been Dade elsewhere of the mobile FSCC. SUffice it to say, the con­
oept wol:ked, but to the detriment ot the regular FSOC staffed by inexper­
ienced personnel. 

d. Operations. 

(1) 13/1/12 was in postion" ia1d and registered '01' 1400.on D-l. . 
7/2/12 had one gun in position along with the BatterY FDO by l700 on D-1, 
The Provisional Artille~ Battalion comcand group was set up and assumed con­
trol by 1800 on D-l. During the planning phase it was decided that batter-. 
ies would exerCise technical fire direction at least until 1200 on D-~y. 
This was decided because the COEDand group had not functioned together prior 
to deploynent. :Both batteries had exercised technical f'ire direction teobot· 
niques prior to deplo;ytlent. Decentralized control WM very effeotive duriJi,g 
Phase 1 and was utilized throughout the reDa.inder Qf the operation based 011 
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rawl ts ach1ev~d during D-1 and ])".IB.y. AI tho1J&h the ProYision&! Battalion 
Cocmand Group was designed by T/O and. T/E to exercise technical fire di· 
rection, the decentralized cethod proved effective and provided invaluable 
experience to battery Fro personnel as well as the comcand. group :roo p~ 
sonnel.who were attached to the batteries during the course ot the opera. 
tion tor training and as watch standera. 

(2) A critical phase ot the opera.tion trooa strict artUlery stand­
po1nt arose during the deplo)'tlent at F72/l2to its wpplementary p08it~on 
froll' 2Bl300H to 2918~H April. The battery was enp1a.ced apprcxiDately 2000 
meters outside the friendly parmeter and was assigned two .AlMl platoons . 
as security eleoents. The ba.ttery coccander was directed to prepare direot 
tire cards as a oeasure of self' defense .in the event of' hostUe attack • 

. ?:he. pod tion area lended· i tael! well to the eIl~loyc.ent of direct cethods. 
When an eneoy Dortar attack oocurred on 290250H April two guns had been pre­
viously laid on seotors tro~ Whi~ tlort:u: tire was received and: the gumers 
were responsive to the. threa.t. l3y the tiDe the sixth tlortar rotmd had in· 
pe.cted, the guns were taking the nortar postioJlS under fire.. It is the 
oonviotion of the undersigned that it was only through the responsiveness 
of these gun crewe tlw. t no Da. torial damage or personnel oasual ties were 
sustained tron the DOrta%' att~ck. . 

(:5) Close and hamonious l1a.ison was effeoted between the intant%7 . 
uni t and supporting artillery.. The intantry cotli:ulnder and his 8 taft' were 
well versed in the role of artillery, its oapabilities and limitations. As 
e. result, artillery was eo.ployed e££'eotively throt·ghout the operation, It 
there wertt to be any ori~ioistl of artillery eoploynent, it would be that 
there was a tendenoy to over-eophasise artillery-to the detriJ:l6nt ot' other 
organic supporting nms •. A good case in point would be thenunber of night 
def'ensive fires and on-call tires whiCh flowed in nightly. It is believed 
that ntleast n portion of th~,e f'tres could ~~ve been just as effectively 
rendered by both 60 and SlI:al mortars,,",hioh we~e ava.ilc.ble to ea.ch of the 
cocpaftiea during this operation. 

e. Obse~.tion A!encies. 

(1) Forward Obeel'Yeg. 

(a) Thro_ughOut Opemt1.o1\ GIDlGIA there appeared to be a reluo­
tance on the part' of artillery Forwa:1'd Obser'lrers to request Fuze MSQ in the 
nttaok' of targets. Invariab17 JOa requested. ruse V'r in their initial re­
quests. This practice is not only costly when OODPa.r~ the price difter­
ential bEltween these types ot' fuzes, but also reeulted in the dUllp level of 
J\tza VT being neazoly depleted. on two different ocoaaions. Both 'B71/12 and 
F/2/l2 Conduoted f'requent tiae ~gistratit>ns and it was only at the direc­
tion of the F.DOa that MY HrSQ missions ~ t'ired. 
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1ng the conduct ot tire lU.ssions with the e1'eeptioa of g1~ a oOt1plete sad 
proper surve~llance upon the oompletion ot cissione. 

'(0) During the operat'ion, the two batterJ.es were responding to 
requests tor !ire fron e igbt diff'eren~ .observers, aace each coapany u'lU .. 
1sed spl! t Fe sections. This practice 1a acoeptable and caused no undue 
8IlOUltt of confusion until the nightly' requests for on-oall and night dete­
sive tires started be1ng received. In'f'aria'bly each .forward observer would 
request a oiniotu::! of four night de.fensive tires and up to seven or eight 
on-call tires. Alln1ght derenei ve fires were tired in and on-call tires 
were tired. in when requested by the observer. It is believed that the 
quantity of these types ot fire were totally tmrealistic to actual require­
Dents ,of the norcol infantry unit deployed in the field. 

(2) ·Qj;lterS!£.lm£t Observers. 

(a) Artillery fired ii1 response to request for I fi!"e froo 1"eoon­
~8sanoeOPs on nunerousoceasions •. Sooe very fine oissions ~erG tired by 
these observers; ho,,,ever, there • was a; great tendency on the part ot these 
observers to enter fire for effect too early and then to chnse the flee-
ing tnrget with volll'!!Y fire by coI:lIltl.nding "repen.-; range, repeat fire £01" 

effect" rather than re ... entering the adjustoent pl'l"se. Obviously, this 
procedure is costly in teros of at:IIl1lnition e:;''Pe:1.:l:L-(;ure ond i,.'"l.dicated that 
further training of reconnaisonce observers in orc5.l1ery adjustrlent pro­
oedures is required. 

(b): Reaorma.1S8fUlQ.e OPs have a prioar'J mssion of observing and 
reporting~ with the added capability of being able to adjust artillery tires 
on luorative targets of opportunity; however, cOocUnications for this later 
1\metion are believed to be inadequate. The rac.ol'll1aiasmroe platoon operated 
on a sepsrate net and this was the only net utilized for both noroal report­
ing and for the adjustoent of artillery fires. Rather that switch to a con­
duet of fire or fire directi0n net, the reoOllXl;:dBsanoe platoon comander chose 

. to relay requests for fire to the FSCC. Intum, the request went to the :'Pro­
visional Artillery eomond Group and then to the firillg batteries. To:f\1r­
ther delay the x:esponsiveness of artille17, on several occasions "at r:r:t 
cocnan4'" nissions were requested when nomal "will adjust" would have su.!'­
ficec!. This oethod of tranSllission was totallY' 1na.dequa.te for effective 
artillery response and oany lucrative tcrgets esoaped because ot the obvious 
tine delay. 

" (,) Aerial Observers. Either through design. or default aertal 01>­
servet representatives were not present during planning conferences. It was 
only on the evening of' D-l that liais~ "was effeoted between the, aerial ob­
servers and the artillery oormand g:L'O\lp. At that time the frequencies of 
the oonduot of tire nets and the f'iredirection net were passed by the ar­
tUlery COIlllallder to the aerial observers. Even atter this infomation was 
passed, it was noted that cer1i&1ll of the AOe were not prepared to switch 
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frequ.encies to e1 ~ ot the concluot of tir~ J11"~ or the ti~ 4£,.rect.1o• J\et 
in order to tire or regi,,\or blltter~es •. ~s re!5ulied ta the ~~~ion " 
oOt1l:la1ld group actin& as a. 1!!'ls:Y"n.gency and det:t'act~ ca.teriall:y trOc' ~e" -ijp':' 
lineae ot artillery fires during the initial phase ot t~e operat.j.oJl •. ~, 
probl~ was overeoce shortly after the initiation'ot Phase II ot the o~ra. 
t~Oft. ' .: ;-.' .. . ", . ..... 

f. Training. 105m towed Howi trier gun crew and ohiets ot sections 
DUst continue to train in accordanoe with the priDciple spelled out in ~, 
6-75_ The areas for icprovecent run froo preparation of position areas \0 
insure a 6400 Dil traverse onpability to cannoneers drill tq insure spee~ ot 
response, comensura. te with reliability and a.ccuracy, in the execution o~ " 
fire cooco.nds. The sace general cotDente apply to the training of FDC pe;. 
Bonnel in accordance with the principles set forth in ~l 6-40. ,Only by oO~~ 
tinued and proper training techniques will artilleryoen aohieve'the stand.' 
ards of accuracy and r~spon~e set forth:in Table XIV of JiM 6.40. . , 

15. RecoDDendatio~. 

a. Every effort should be !:lade 'to have an aerial observ~r represen­
tative present at planning conferences'prior to the coooencenent of the 
operation in order to provide thnt section with artillery frequencies to 
be utilized. ' . " 

b. Take o.ppropriate steps to insure that key I>'Jrsonnel for provision­
al artillery b~ttalion headquarters are avo.ila~l~ on a fUll tioe basis as 
early as possible in order that Proper and conplete planning oan be £ol~owed. 

, c. When other than organic transportation Deans are to b G eoployed £0;' 
the introductio~ of artillery into the objective o.rca, the transporb .. 'ion ' 
Ileans to be utilized and the availability uust be established as early as 
possible in order to insure tiDely prepa.r~tion and planning by artillery 
units. 

d. Continue to train all observation ~cie8 :in proper adjus1Dent 
teehniques, nethods ot a.ttacking ~tous types of' targets, use of' P\tze MTSQ 
and on the ioportanoe of' caking a Surveillanoe a.t the end of ea.ch oiss1on. . ". .. ~ 

e. Continue to enpMsiz9 standaJ:d basic artillery teehn1ques on re­
liabUity, accuraoy- and speed of' response as outlined in FM 6-75 and FM 6-40 
and the atta.1m::lent of standard tines. by all artillery ba.tteries. . . 

t. Provide reoo~~ssance elecents with additional radio equipoent 
or cake provision for these elecents to cone'up on artillery rrequenci •• 
wben requesting and conducting f'ire cissions. 
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g.' Continu.e to stH'S to Supported' infMUy COCl'3a!lders the capabil­
ities, liIJitation~ and role of artillery, Prioary enphaSi8 to be placed 
on fireplannirig and the use of all supporting ar.cs, including organio 
oortars'~ 
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• 
(Task .Organization). 

Time Zone: . H 

3d Bn, 9th U:l1'ines 

l&sCo (-) 
Co liB" (-), (Rein), 3d SP Bn 
Det, FLSG U.) 

Det, Hq Bn FLSG (A) 
Oat, Anuno Co 
Det, EOD Plt 
Oet, ¥laint Co 
Det, Supply Co (Bulk Fuel) 

Det, 3d In 
Sqd, Scout Dog Plt 
Det, 3d MT Bn 
Det, UA,SS-2, 1st l-IAltl 
Refugee T, 41st Civll Affairs Co" (USA) 
Det, 3d Had Bn 

Co "F" (Rein). 2d Bn. 9th }i1a.rines 
Co G .. 
Det, Corom P1. t, ffiS Co 
Det,Ned Plt, mes Co 
Sect, 8lmm Nort Plt, H&SCo 
Sect .. 106mm RR Plt" t&S Co 
Fe 'Dn, Btry I'EII, 2d Bn, 12th 1:Iar 

Co "lit (Rein) I 3d Bn. 9th Marines 
CollI II 
Det, Comm Plt" ~s Co 
Oat, Med Plt, mes Co 

~ iSed:" 8lmrn !-rort P1 t, HS:S Co 
FO TIn, Btry flO", 2d Bn, 12th' Mar 

: J:AC 'fu., ffi S Co 

Co "HII (Rein). 3d Bn. 3d It''U'ines 
Go H 
Det, Ccmm Plt, l£:S Co 
Det, Med Plt, }f.r.S Co 
(lect, Slmm 14'ort Plt, !!.:S Co 
Sect, 106mm RR Plt" ms Co 
10 1m, Btry "FII, 2d En, 12th Mar 
fAe 'nn, lEtS Co 

1st Plt! .Co "011 • 3d Recon Bn 
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LtCol TAYLOR 

lstLtRANK 
.qapt GOODYEAR 

Capt RECKEVlEIl. 

Capt; MATTH1LLER 

Capt RUSHING 

Lt SCH:1ARTZ 
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Prov Artillery Group 
Btry liB I! ,1st Bn, 12th Marines 
Btry IIF" J 2d Bn, 12thK':lrines 

1st' Prov Apphibian Howitzer Plt 

Co "Cn (-)'. 3dEngr Bn 
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Bn Reserve, Co ilL" (Rein) t 3d Bn, 9th Mar 
Co 1/111 ' 

Det, Conm Plt,~cS Co 
Det I l-Ied PIt I lEc.S Co 
Sect, 8lmm liort Plt, H&S Co 
FO 'Dn, Btry lin II , 2d Bn, 12th Mar 
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Major MORR()1;'1 

Capt THAMES 

Capt HICKS 

Capt. COLCOMBE 
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 

20 April 1966 

• 
The prO~isiona.l Artillery- ~ttaifon for Opera·hon GEORGIA wa.s attach~ 

ed to 3d Imttaliion, 9th Marines ~:tf~otiye a.t 0600. Battery :8, 1/12 was 
airlifted to AN HOA (AT 8747) and occUpied battery position at (AT 8768' 
4753), azimuth of fire 0400. Registration was conducted a~ (AT 903544). 
The General SUpport Group moved to Hill #55 (AT 966611). The Provisional 
Artillery :Battalion Command Group was established in the v:i.cin1ty of the " 
3d :Battalion, 9th Marines Command Post at 1800. Eight lJ&I fires were 
a.ssigned to :Battery B on suspected va withdrawal rou.tes. , 

21 April 1966 

Battery F, 2/12 complp-ted airlift and moved to battery position at 
(AT 87394730), azimuth of fire 0400. Registration was conducted at (AT 
9(3544)~ Artillery support commenced with the movement cf a meohanized 
co~ oonsisting of two rifle companies, F/2/9 and M/3/3, and the 1st 
Provisional Amphibian Howitzer Platoon (LVTH .. 6 t s)" !"rOID Hill #55 to .AN 
HOA. The Gr:>neral Support Group (GSP) covered the initial advance of the 
oolumn. At 2030, 2045, 2050' and 2115, the GSP fired obseZ'Ved mission at 
(AT 872579" (AT 669576), (AT 879588) and (AT 896579) on VO positions with 
no surveillanoe reported. At 1320, 1400, 1500, 1625 and 1620-, Battery B, . 
and Battery F fired five missions for Recon OP's at (AT 925485) on armed 
vc, (AT 9~4463) on VO in ravine, (AT 926477) on Ye, (AT 926491) on suspec­
ted VO OP and at (AT 820525) OD VC in open, with no surVeillanoe reported. 
The meohanized ool'UmZ),l asaea. a. night de:t'ensi ve post tion' on Hill #65 (AT, 
879576). FourteenH&I conoentrationswere fired during this peri~d. ., 

22 April 1966 

Support of the meohanized column oontinued as the oolumn orossed the 
SONG THU BON river at (AT 9275;5). A'd.eliberate sweep was oonduc,ted '\oward 
PHU DA (AT 865490) by L/3/9 ( ... ) towards 'blocking postions in the vio:1n1ty 
of ,(AT 940505) in conjunction with the advanoe o~ the mechanised column. 
No fire missions were conducted frQ:n the column during this period'. kt:­
tillery support vas provided qy the attached L~6's utili~1ng direot 
fire teChnique. Reoon OP's reported VC aotivity along the southern boun­
dries of the FCL and empba.sis was placed. on H&Is along foot trails and ' 
area.s where VC were reported to b e withdrawing from the zone or . opera tioli. 
Twenty H&I conoentrations were fired during this period. Three night de­
fensive fires and three on-call fires were fired and one observed mission 
wafs fired for Reoon at (AT 628524) on ,VC in the open, with no surveillanoe 
reported. , . 

23 April 1966 

F/2/9 at (AT 913521), M/3/3 at (AT 919521) and I/3/9 a.t (AT 929521)' 
1a.unched a ooordinated sweep to the southwest. Little 'artillery support 

1, 

DECLASSIFIED 

:ENCLOSURE (;) 
CONFIDENTIAL 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
CONFIDENTIAL 

was called for during this operation.' At 1255; 1314; 1}20, l710, 1715,' 
and 1850, six observed missions were fired at (AT 887516) on VC sni~ers, 
(AT B7~5l4): on VC snipers, (AT 825447) on .aa.spe.oted VC actiVity, (AT 
913513) on VC sniperS, (AT 887506) on VC in the open, and at (AT 944476) 
on 8 VC with weapons. ~e mission fired at (AT 944476 resulte6 in two (2) 
VC KIA (pass) and three (3) vc WIA (poss), no surveillance was reported 
on the other missions fir.:-,aJ. Extensive booby traps were encountered 
during this period and FO n-i with 1/3/9 was wounded by an M-26. device. 
The radio operator for E-2' operating with F/2/9 was wo1.mded during a 
village sweep. Both caS'lla.l ties were evacuated. 

Because of the laok of survey control in this area, a survey team ' 
from the 12th Marines was requestlOd to establish adequate local'survey 
oontrol, The survey part,y perfo~ed a sUn shot to establish azimuth oontrol 
and a. permanent tJU.*CVey control point was established for the jJi. ROA area 

. H&I fires oolitmued to be emphasized snd were the bulk of delivered 
fire for this period with nineteen concen'tratimB being fired,. 

24 April 1966 

Searoh and destroy operations continued to meet little opposition and 
VC elemen'l>s avoided contact.. The primary source of observed fire missions 
oane fron ReconOpts. AtOnO, 0745, 1345, and 1630, 'four missions by 
Recon OP's were fired at (AT 878515) on ,15 VC, (AT 945474) on 15 VC, (~ 
792493) on VC snipers, and (AT 800478) on 10 va in open, with surveillance 
of t,.,o or three VC KIA or WIA (pass) reported at (AT 94541~, no surveil­
lance on the other missions was reported, At; J.73~ a TOT was fired at 
(AT 947458) to ~T 948461} on 17-25 ve, no oasualty estimate was reported. 
Nineteen H&I concentrations were fired during this period. 

25 April 1966 

A three company search and destro3" operation commenoed with 1/;/9 
(AT 895475), L/3/9 (AT 905480) and M/313 (AT 914493) moving northweast 
to the SONG THO EON river. Little VC contact was experienced and ar4 
tillery support was not reouestrd during the operation. At 0845, 0945, 
and 1010 three missions were fired for ReconOF's at (AT 205484) on VC 
in open, (AT 196505) on suspected VC OF and at (AT 965457) on 5 vc in the 
open "dth a surveillance of five (5) VC KIA confirmed at (AT 965457). 
At 1245 and 1325 two 'missions were fired at (AT 972461) and (AT 9'71458) 
for des truction of a va village, surveillance indica t .. d that the village 

'was destroyed, At .2350 a mission was fired at (AT 899474) on a suspeot 
VC mortar position with the surveillanoe of rounds on target, mbrtar fire 
oeased. The LVTH-6 I e were attached to the Provisional Artillery Eattalion 
and assumed their indirect fire capabilities. A registration was conduo­
ted and the, LVTH-6t s were l.ati;d on azimuth 0400. DIlring this period, 
fort1-five H&I concentrations were fired by the Provisional Artiller,r 
:ea.ttalion. ' 
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26 April 1966 

Infantry operations continued past the SONG TINH YEN River with a 
searoh and destroy operation conduoted by 1/3/9 and M/3/3 which ran gen­
~I'ally southwest from (AT 857469) to (AT 825410) to (AT 850500) and (AT, 
818480). Blocking positions were oocupied by L/3/9 from (AT 8}8505) to 
(AT 815493) and by F/2/9 fl'Om (AT 605480) to (AT 815460). Battery F was 
registered at ~5 (AT 812519) and laid on azimuth 5200 to support the 
operation. No artillery support was called for during this operation. 
At 1415 one fire mission was conducted fox Recon OP at (AT 805496) on 
10 VC in the open with a surveillance of three (3) va KIA (BC) and two 
VC WIA (poss). Battery B and Battery F were registered on RPff6 (AT 
948439) and laid on azimuth 1400 in preparation fora four day operation 
commencing on 27 April. 

L:1.:'tison was established 'dth the 34th ARVN Artillery Battalion and 
a Progra~ of H&l fires was initiated for the ARVN Artillery'atDIEN BA , 
(BT 065582), NONG SON (AT e21388) and TRA KIEU (BT 032510). These H&I's . 
were initiated to auguent the H&I'a fired of Battery B and Battery F and 
in order to allow Battery» and Battery F to concentrate their tires, with­
in the FCL. ARVN Artillery units were as~igned concentrations along the 
southwester.n borders of the FeLt Forty H&1' s were, fired by the Provisional 
ArtiUery l3attal.ion and eighteen B&11 s~ere fired by ARVN Artiller.r at 
DIEl{ BA, NONG SON, and TRA KIEtJ. 

..-~.---.--. "." . .-. -"'-'-"-"'~'.'-"~'-"-" - -'" --,,, ........ -..... __ . -... ~, .. ,--.,,--
2'1 April 1966 

The 3d Battalion began a four day operation to the north east. M/3/; 
was he1i1ifted to (AT 940465) to begin a'searoh and destroy operation 
through the NUl IX) mountains region (AT 950470) to (AT 963488). 1/;/9 
and L/3/9 were deployed by LVT to the vieW ty of (AT 906483) and (AT 
914575). .Alti.s of advanoe, for 1/3/9 prooeeded northeast (AT 9(6483) to 
(AT 960501) and L/3/9 prooeeded northeast (AT 915475) to (AT 960489. 
The LVTH-6 1 s were attached to the operational' force in order to tlti1ize 
their direct fire capabilities. At OSlO, 1015, 1120, 1215, 1250, 1345, 
1125, and 1900 eight 'observed missions were fired at (AT 909481) on VC 
in the open, (AT 948447) on 10 VC in the open, (AT 909481 on 6 VC in the 
open, (AT 948515) on 8 VC in the open, (AT 934508) on 4 VC in the open, 
(AT 943514) on 4 VC with xifles, (AT 953517) on 3 VC with automatio wea­
pons and at (AT 957515) on reported small arms fire. A surveillance of 
two (2) VC 1-ILl!. (poss) was reported at (AT 92848,3), no surveillance was 
reported on the other targets~ Twnety-five H&I concentrations were fired; 
no H&l fired by the ARVN Artill~ry for this period. 

28 April 1966 

Continued support o£ the operation indicated that the rifle compan­
ies had moderate oontact with va elements. Battery F was displaced to 
(AT 908478) at 1500 to provide artillery support during the last phase " 
o£ the four day operation. At 0305, 0835, 1025, 1030, 1045, 1155, 1217, 
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151" 1615, 1653, 1800, 2000, and 2100, thirteeno~served missions were 
fired at (BT 064594) on possible nortars£iring on DIEN BAN, (AT 958517) 
on 5 ve with weapons, (AT 975475) on 3 VC in the open, (AT 971471) on 2 
Vein the open', (AT 958522) on VC with weapons, (AT 965521) on 10 vc in 
tree line, (AT 961526) on reinforced VC squad, (AT 991544) on 10-15 ve 
crossing river, (AT 992551) on 6 VC near trench line, ~T 976528) an 8 va ' ' 
with automatic weapons, (AT 986525) on snipers in tree line, (AT 001518) 
on 5 VC and at (AT 973522) on a preplanned barr~e. SUrveillance on 
missions at (AT 951517) reported two (2) va WI! \poss) and two (2) ve 
KIA (poss)t at (AT 961526) twelve (12) VC oasualties 'W,?re reported, at 
(AT 991544) five (5) VC KIA (Be) were reported, at.(AT 992551) six (6) 
VC KIA (pass) were reported and at (AT 976528) one (1) ve KIA (pass) and 
three VC WIA (pass) were reported. Four night defensive fires were fired 
in along the southern bmmdries of the AN HOA complex. Thirty H&I con­
oentrations were fired by the Provisional Artillery Battalion and eight 
H&I conoentrations llere fired by ARVN Artillery at TRA KlEU •. 

29 April 1966 

At 0250 Battery F (AT 908478) reported that they had rec'eived mot'tar 
rounds in the vicinity of their battery perimeter. SUspect mortar posi­
tions were taken undeT direct fire and the oortar attack was broken off 
because of the battery's inmediate reaction. Battery B coomenced sur· 
pressive fires at 02531 howevet', Battery F'sdirect fire had apparently 
driven of! the attackers. lin early morning patrol uncovered six (6) 60mm 
morta.l:', rO'\IDds a-t (AT 911485) and one (1) 8lnn ~orta.r rolmd at (AT 912484). 

, Two (2) 60ma l'!lortar rounds landed within the be.ttery periDeter, but no 
casual ties or na terial damage was sus tained. Eight (8) 8lmm I!lortar ct'a­
tet's vlere disoovered in the vicinity ot (AT ~04474), and nine (9) 6000 
mortar craters were found in the vicinity of (AT 906473). ' 

Infantry operations during the last phase of the four day operation 
resulted in little VC oontact and artillery support for this period was 
negligibl •• At 0210, 0253, 0325, 0935, 1100, and 1930, six observed missions 
were'fir~d at (AT 967524) on suspect mortar position, (AT ~l7488) suspect 
mortar position, (AT 915522) on a prearranged barrage, (AT 955533) on vc . 
in trenchline, (AT 945474) destruction of footbridge, and at (BT 012482) 
on 5 ve in rice paddy. No positive surveillance was given for these 
missions. Because of the advance of the infantry companies during the 
search and destroy operations, Battery F displaced to its original battery, 
position (AT 87394730) at 1830 and continued support of the operation. 

Forty-three H&I conoentrations were fired by Provisional' Artillery 
Battalion and eighteen H&I concentrations were fired by ARVN Artillery 
at NONG SONG and TRA KIEU. 

30 April 1966 

The infantry search and destroy operation was teminated and minimal 
, artillery support was rendered duritlg this period. At 1044, 1630, 1800, 

1830, and 1855, five observed missions were fired at (AT 949490) on Vc 
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in the open, (AT 908464) on an estioated VC platoon, (AT 907467) on an 
estioated VC platoon, (AT 952510) on 4 people digging positions, and at 
(AT 898453) on 11 VC in open. No surveillance was reported on these 
missions. Sixty-one r&I ooncentrations .,ere fired by the Provisional 
j~ti1lery Battalion and no B&Is were fired by the ARVN Artillery dur­
ing this period. 

1 May 1966 

Infantry operations tofere not conducted on this day. Battery B and 
Battery F registered on RP#1 (AT 903544). At 1220, 1445, 1630, 1755 and 
1907 five observed Dissions were fired at (AT 90349}) on a suspected VO 
platoon, (AT 944414) on 11 ve, (AT 943414) on ve crossing bridge, (AT 
944474) on 5 va crossing bridge, and at (AT 945474) on 7 va near bridge. 
Surveillance reported on nission at (AT 945474) resulted in two (2) VO 
KIA (Be) and ten (10) va KIA (poss) and the bridge destroyed. These 
missions were fired for AO's and the Recon OP's. Forty-three B&I con­
centrations were fired by the Provisional Artillery Battalion and forty­
one concentrations were fired by the ARVN Artillery at NONG SON and TRA 
KIEU. 

2 Mq 1966 

Two infantry coc.pnnies t I/3/9· an4L/3/9, cOllOenced a one day search 
and destroy operil,tion along t4e SONG TINH _YW ... SONG THU roN river .fron 
(AT 875480) to (AT. 925510). Contact wi th .sca.l~- e:18OY eleilen ts WIlS Iilore 
frequent and artillery supPort was 6o~ aotive during this period~ At 
0942, 0950, 1030, l054, 1130~ 1454, :1,658, l750, 1825, 1845, and 1850 
eleven observed n!ssions we:re fi~d a't:{AT,,936474) on 6 ve, (AT 934472) 
on 4 V~ wi~ .Teapons, (AT 814508) on VC ville.ge, (AT 942472) on 4 VC 
with weapons, (AT 900504) on 6 vo, {A~ 861506)' on snipers, (AT 911491) 
on VC'squad fir~, (AT 885492) on ~o vc in the opezr,;(AT 900501) on Vc 
squad in open, and nt (AT 908496)' on 11 VC squad in the open. Surveillanoe 
on oissions n.t (AT 934460)result~d';n seven (7) VC KIA (pOBS) and one (1) 
vc vnw~ (poss), at (AT 814508) three (3) VC KIA (poss), at (AT 900504) six 
(6) VC KIA (poss), at (AT 867506) two (2) VC KIA (poss), at (AT 885492) 
t.en (10) ve KIA (pose) along with five (5)VC WIA (poss) and at (AT 908496) 
four (4) VC KIA (:8C), six (6) VC WIA (poss), eight (8) buildines destroy .. 
ed nnd two secondary. explosions in hro buildings. Artillery fire during 
this period began to indicate that guerrilJasize units were suffering 
severe casualties as evidenced by the ~~tl of blood and flesh reported 
in arl.aB where crtUlcry fires had been delivered. Observation of eneoy 
casual ties w~s not possible at all tines dUe to the high underbrush and 
1r.regular terrain features. The ve's deteroined effort to retrieve cas­
ual ties and conceal their dead and wounded Dade it difficult to accura te­
ll" estinate the actual Dunbc·r or vc casual ties sustained. l\'ring this 
period forty-nine B&I concentrations were fired by the Provisional Ar­
tillery Batt.?~ion £llld seventeen H&I concentra.tions were fired by ARV1-T 
Artillery at NONG SON. TRA KlEU and QUE SON. 
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,May 1966 

M/3/9 and A/1/9 'were helilifted to the 3/9 OF to replace M/3/3 and 
,F/2/9. At approxinately 1230, M/3/9 and L/3/9 Iloved by LVT's to the 
vicinity of (AT 877515) to coooence company patrols in the vicinity of 
(AT 860510 to AT 870510) in response tOintelligenoe reports that a VC 
ooin force unit Was within the area. After cros~ing the river (AT 876 
,512), M/3/9 caos under intense eneny fire and Has itD:1ediatly engaged by 
the eneoy. During this period artillery Slpport was the heaviest experi_ 
enced durdngOperaiJion aroRGIA. When eneoy contact was finally teroinated 
Battery B, 1/12 and BatteryF, 2/12 had expended 1085 rounds in support 
of the engageoent. Continuous artillery support waS rendered fron 1250 
until 2100. At frequent stages continuous zone fire was employed in the 
face of advancing friendly troops and periodsof sustained fire were coo­
nan, Systematic destruction of hostile villages was initiated whenever 
infantry coopanies cane m1der eneny fire. It was reported by local intel­
ligence agencies, that the coobined effect of infantry, air and artillery 
fires had devastating eff.ect upon the eneoy..Surveil1ance of eneoy cas­
ual ties was not possible during the period due to the constant, engageoent 
\'1i th the eneny and the tenpo of the operation; however, areas whereartn. 
lery fires had been directed were reported ,to have contained a consider­
able aoount of blood and nesh, whioh indicated heavy eneoy casualties. ' 
At 1015, 1250, 1;25, 1330, 1340, 1430, 1435, 1514, 15;5, 1615, 1645,1720,1730 , 
1850, 1855, 1920, 2015 to'2100 and 2235 twenty observed oiss:"ons were .. ~red 
at (AT 835542) on VC in trench, (AT 912139) on VC in trench, (AT 877514) 
on va oortar ana autooFl.tic weapons fire, (AT 9J55(2)on .VC in trench, (AT 
919503) on VC in trenoh, (AT B69518)on 30 VC firing, {A~ 872522) on va .:l.n 
trench, (LT 891511) on VC in village., (AT 869518) on-ec:.ll cont:i.n.uoo.s ,fire, 

'(AT 888527) on ~u. a:ms fire fron \iti.l1ag~'i (AT 886527) ona va village, 
(:~T 8665l7) on a l>!'ep fire em c. VC'VlJ.lage, (AT 88.2,21) .on va vl11Cbe, (AT 
8695l8) on nort..n,.r fire, (LT 869509~ AT 87.t512, AT 880518, and AT 88~515) 
en call continuous fire and at (AT 868517) on VC snall a;ms fire fron vill.:. 
nge. Forty-flve IJ&I conoentr:;, tiona were N.red- 'by the Provisional ':.rtillery 
Battalion C1l'ld thil:'ty-four E&I cdnoentrations were fired by 1LRVN liX'tillery 
at NO£TG SOH c.nd TRA KlEtT. 

4 May 1966 

L/3/9 and A/l/9 conrJ( lcad a one day search and destroy ope:ra tion frotl 
(AT 901509) to (AT 928522) then south to (AT 920480). I/;/9 esta?lished 
1:>locking pos! tiona froD (AT 920485) to (.AT 940485). Ar,tillery support 
was negligible during this period. At 0045, 0845, 1135, 1826, and 192' 
five' ocaerved nisaions were fired at (AT 889505) on VC oortars, (AT 890 
511) pn 4 VC in tree line, (AT 899507) as covering fire, (AT 820550) on 
autooatio weapons, and at (AT 872532) a TOT on reported va activity, A 
surveillance \Ola8 reported at (AT 812532) of excellent effect on target, 
ten (10) VC KIA (pass), five (5) VC WIA, (poss); however, the surveillance 
was also attributed to an air strike as well as the artillery fire deliv­
ered and no speoific nuober of casualties could be credited to artillery 
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fires alone; FoUl!' night defensive fires end one on-call were fired during 
this period. Thirty-four H&I coneentrationa were fired by the Provisional 
Artillery Battalion and twenty-three'H&I concentrations were fired by Jill~ 
Artillery at NONG SON and TRA KIEU. 

5 May 1966 

A/l/9 and L/3/9 conoenced a one day sweep northwest along an axis 
generally froo (AT 908488 to AT 885495) while M/3/9 assuoed,blocking po­
si tions fron (AT 879487 to AT 890500)'. Artillery support during the 
sweep .TaS negligible. Battery B, 1/12 and Battery F, 2/12 registered ' 
at (AT 80405168), in preparation for a najor search and destroy operation 
expected to conoence on 7 May. TOT oissions were fired based on current 
intelligenoe at 1845 at (AT 869517) on suspect VC Battalion position, at 
1912 at (AT 890518) on VC suspectod Battalion position, and at 2030 at 
(AT 829483) on suspect VC Battalion CPt No surveillance was given during 
these nissions o During this period thirty-t'hreeH&I concentrations were 
fired by the Provision8.l Artillery Battalion and ten H&I concentrations 
:were fired by ARVN Artillery at NONG. SON and TRA KIm. Five on-call and 
four night defensive fires were fired-in during this period. 

6 May 1966 

1/3/9 began a sweop fran (AT 908480) north to (AT 9104~6) then east' 
to ~T 920486) und on into blOCking positons established by L/3/9at (AT , 
921480 to AT 921490). Li ttle contact was enCO")5,1. te:r-ed arid a:rtU1ery support 
was not rendered during this operation. At 0915, 1155, and 1715 three 
observed nissions were fired at (AT 932488) on VC snipers, (AT 985479) on 
three arced VC and at (AT 947483) on 2 ve. SUrveillance reported that at 
(AT 985479) two structures were destroyed and one (1) VC WIA (pass) and 
two (2) VC KIA (poss). Surveillance at '(AT 947480) reported one (1) va 
KIA (poss) alid one (1) VC '\lIA (poss~ Fren 2000 until 2015 four TOT's were 
fired at (AT 622471) on suspect VC platoon, (AT 852461) on suspect va 
conpany, (AT 868526) on suspeot VC cOtlpany and at (AT 834543) on suspeot 
VC Battalion arc'a. No surveillance W1S rendered and TOT's were fired 
based on current intelligence information. Battery B, 1/12 and Battery 
F, 2/12 conducted registration at (AT 848520) in preparation for 3/9'6 
four day operation northwest of the SONG TllnI YEN-SONG THU BON river. 
The batteries were subsequently laid on azicuth 5400. Thirty-three con­
centrations were fired by the Provisional Artillery Battalion and twenty 
H&I concentrations were !'ired by ARVN Artillery at NONG SON,TRA KlEO and 
QUE SON. 

7 May 1966 

3/9 cODDenced a four day search and destroy operation north of the 
SONG TINH YEN river. At 0815 11./1/9 noved to theiTicinity of (AT 880510) 
aI.d nade a feint subsequent to a diversionary ba.ttalion prep fire at (AT 
859488) to (AT 860491). At 0825 a battalion prep ,fire conoenced.at (AT 
858496) then shifted to (AT862498) in preparation for the river crossing 
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by M/3/9 at (AT 868497). After M/3/9 coopleted its river o~ss~ and 
secured an initial area, A/l/9 noved across the river at (AT 868497) and 
novep. to blocking position in the vicinity of (AT 862501). r/3/9 end 
L/3/9 were then novod across the river Dnd the search and destroy oper­
ation connenced in a northerly direotion. During this" period seven obA 
served nissions were fired at 0905, 0940, 1055, 1145, 1250, 1500, and . 
1530, at targets (AT 841491) on VO in village, (AT 847492) on·vein Trenoh­
line, (AT 865508) ·on VC in trenchline, (AT 932507) on VC in trenchline, 
(AT 858514) on VO snipers, (AT 810505) on 8 VO with weapons, ~d (AT 810 
505) on va with weapons. 'Surveillance were reported at (AT 847492) two 
(2) VO KIA (poss), and (AT 810505) two (2) VC KIA (pass) and two (2) VO 
WIA (poss). No surveillo.nce was reported for the other targets. Dur-
ing this period thirty-five H&I concentrations were fired by the Pro­
visional Artillery Battalion and twenty-two B&I concent~ations were fired 
by the ARVN Artillery at NONG SON, TRA KlEU and QUE SON. 

BatteryF, 2/12 received two net. 10500 Howitzer tubes and placed then 
on howitzers five and six. 

8 May 1966 

The 3/9 search and destroy operation continued in a northeasterly 
direction.' The progress of the operation wa.s haopered by internittent 
periods of heavy rain. Little contact with the VC was experienced:; and 
artillery· support was ninima1 for this period. The advance of the COD­
panies placed then in the vicinity of (AT 855525). Battery B, 1/12 and 
Battery F,"2/12 were'laid on azinuth 6000 as·~ r30ult of the a1vance of 
the colunn. At 0950, 1325, 1330, 1347, 1400, 1438, and 1514, seven 
observed Dissians were fir(~d at (AT 849497) on VC building bunkers, (AT 
901502) on 20 VC with weapons, (A~ 947479) on 3 VC in the open, (AT 904 
508) on 15 VC in the open, (AT 904S08)90ntinuntion of fire on 15 VO in 
the open, (AT 940476) on 10 VC cADouflaged Hith foliage, and (AT 913467) 
on VC in underbrush. A surveill:mce ';Ta.S reported at (AT 940476) of four 
(4) VC KIA (poss) r...nd three (3) VC \rIB: .(poss). Uo surveillance was repor-' 
ted on the other t':'rgets. Battery F, 2/12 registered hOvritzers five and 
six at (AT, 809501). Four night defensive concentrations and four on-
call concentrations were fired-in during this period. Thirty-nine H&I 
concentrations were fired by the Ptovisio~~il A+till~ Battalion and 
twenty--!;,,;1O concentrations .fere fired by the AliVN .Artillery at'NONG SON and, 
TRA KIEU. 

9 May 1966 

The search and destroy operation continued it's northeasterly ad­
vance to the SONG vcr GIA river (AT 885554) to (AT 900549). Enecy con­
tact continued to be negligible and no artillery support 'Vras. rendered 
during this period. O~e observed oissiQn was fired'at (AT 810510) with 
a surveillance of one (1) VC KIA (poss) reported. Two on-call concen­
trations were fired in for this period~ Thirty H&I concentrations were 
fired by the Provisional lt1:'tillery Ba ttal;i.on and twenty-two H&I concen .. 
trations "rere firGd by JJ\VN Artillery at NONG SON, and TRA KIEU. 
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10 Mny 1966 

Operation GEORGIA was" tcrninated. at 0815 with the infantry cODpan­
ies of 3/9 at (AT 885554) to (AT 900549). Artillery support of the Pro­
visional Artillery Battalion continued until all coopanies of ;/9 were 
ext:,'acted froD the objective area" and while LVT's noved up the SONG AI 
NGHIA river. No artillc,ry support ,.,as rendered during the final phase 
of Operation COORGIA. 
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