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ORGiJa:Zl~ION~ D~'1. 

1. DjlS.IGNplqN 

-2d Battalion, 12th Marines LTeOL C. J. KILLEEN 050163/0802 
USMC 

SUBORDIN ... .;., -; UNITS 

Hq. Btry", 2d Battalion, 12th Marines 

Ba.ttery liD;', 2d Battalion, 12th Marines 

Battery "E". 2d Battalion, 12th Marines 

Battery "F". 2d Battalion, 1:2th Marines 

Mortar Battery, 2d Ba.ttalion, 12th Marines 

3d Provisional 155 Towed Battery 
2d Battalion, 12th Marines 

2 

Cin 'vI. W. COOK 083044/0802 
USMC (1-22 April.) 

C;:J>T C. F. NORTON 080524/0802 
USMC (23-~ April) 

CAPT M. R. ROSS 088020/0802 
umm 
c.:n H. c. BJlllNOM 084262/0802 
USMC 

C.l'r C. F. NORTON 0805~4/0002 
US-Ie (1-21 April) 

1STLT a.;a. JOUlDS 0101616/0802 
USMC _(22-30 April) 

1STLT G. E. HOmE 096971/0802 
uSorc 

Cl~ T. S. HUTCHINSON 094802/0802 
USMC 
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; • STAFF OFFI ems 

Executive Offioer 

IC&\&8cm Offioer 

Supply Offioer 

l:rotor Transpo:~-(;a:Uon Qfficer 

.... 
Co,mmunioatione Offioer 

4. AV'ER..lGE 1101ITI£LY SIJ.."'R.'ImTGTH 
UStIC USN - -OFF E1TL ENL OFF 

46"· 596 17 T 

.E.: .... CtclP 
SEal 
1 ~r 1969 

lIAJ R. E. LEDET 063172/0802 
US1C 

CAP~ U. 'W. C&1RMEN 096·338/01;0 
USMC 

1STLT C111SE 0101806/0802 
UmiOR 

HA.J E. A. OONDOl{ JR. 072264/0602 
USHC 

Cll.PT U. ~:T. COOK: OS 3044/,0002 
USHC (1-22 April) 

CJ\PT o. F.: UOOTOn 080 5~4/ 0002 
0010 (23-30 April) j 

W~J J. D. MmW,UlRA 078~26/0802 
USMC 

\10 C. 1.., S!'BGENT Oto5810/20ZO 
1&10' 

CAPll P. lol. SJIEEHAH 095667/3002 
USf:ICR (1-6 f.pri 1) 

2DLT II. J. pm'J1RS OtT 01 OGO 12/3002' 
USHC (1-7 April) 

1S~'LT R. R. SIHSOlr 010477:5/3502 
uSt-iCR 

1 STLT 11. S. laLE 010261'7'2502 
USUC 
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PART II 

NARR-t':.TIVE ~ 

In comparison \-lith reoent months, April was a relatively quiet month 
in terms of firing for the 2d Battalion, 12th Marines. 2,501 missions and 
32,812 rounds (29.649 105mm &: 3,163 4.2") were fired in support of the 9th 
Karines, the 2d ARY'N Regiment, and U. S • .A:rrrry foroes in the Khe Sanh.VCl3-
Rookpile-MUtterls Ridge-C2 area of operations. In addition, the 2/12 FDa 
reoeived 8,512 rounds of all oalibers from Gs/a units to support the above 
units. Surveillanoe of the missions fired by 2/12 batteries included 16 
KIA, 4 proba.ble KlJ./WIA, 1 NVA POW, 17 bunkers destroyed or damaged, 46 
secondary explosions, 2 mortars silenced, and 1- autoll".atic weapon silenoed; 

At the start of the reporting period, 2/12 had OPCON of its three lieht 
batteries and Mortar Ba.ttery. The ,d 155 Provisional Batte~ (2/12) was 
OPCON to 3/12 throughout the reporting period, supporting 4th Marines oper­
ations south of the western portion of the:mz. On 29 A"9~il, the battalion 
took OPOOH of B/1/12 for the purpose of effeoting a relief in plaoe,of Batter,y 
J) ~t C-2, after which the la.tter wa.s moved to VCB for air movement to a new 
JiJ. Only fo= ba.ttery displa.cements, all by roe.d, were made during the re-' 
porting periodl tl-IO involving Batteries B and D for the relief in place; 
andtw by Mortar Battery. On 15 April, Morlar Battery displaced from the _ 
Rookpile to MAt 100 to support a limited 9th Marines operation in that area. 
The operation was terminated. on 21 .April and Mortar Battery displaced back 
to its position a.t the Rockpile. 

Three signifioant oontacts with the enemy developed during the reporting 
period w.iCh involved 2/12 support. At 0400 21 .April, an estimated ene1l\Y' 
oomp~ attacked the night defensive position of G/2/9 at YD 041627, north­
east of FSB FULLER. Batteries D and E 1'ired. 310 ILLUM and 174 HE, and the 
a.ttack was repulsed with heavy losses to the enenw_ After the attack and 
continuing until d8\Ylight, Battery D fired n platoon mission surrolllld.ing an 
area ~era it was believed some of attaokers might be trying to esoape~ 
At daybreak, one NVA emerged from the area to surrender. He stated that he 
had not been able to escape because of the artillery fire, SO the infBlltry 
commander oredited Battery D with 1 NVA POy/. 

POi:!' s captured after this action sta.ted that only 100 NVA were 1nvolvcd . 
in the attack on G/2/9 because they had underestimated the size of tho Ma.:dne· 
Wlit, and that there were 400 more NVA around FSB FULLER, with a. mission of 
a.ttacking U.S.j.fJNN installations and of interdioting Route 9- This confimed 
other inf'o:rmation concerning the infil trntion of NV' A through the central DMZ, 
and a.ocounts for the increased level of enenw activity against convoys on 
Route 9 during the reporting period. 

The other two signifioant oontacts involved attacks on the night defensive 
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positions ot U.S. krm3 mechanized forces opemting adjacent to the 9th !fa1'inef3 
.40", at Rhe Sa.nh and southwest of 0-2. 2/12 fired organic and Gsla unit'; in 
support of those forces. 

At the close or tho reporting period, a. net gain of one li&ht :Ba.ttery 
(B/1/12) had been realized as a result of OPOOH changes. Two speoial projcots 
of oporational importance were completed in April--the review and improvement 
of speoial proteotive measures against sapper attaoks at all battery positions, and 
an F.DO!firing battery inspection of all b~tteries by the 12th ~~ines. 

PllRT III 

sm,UENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICm EVENTS 

1. 2d. kttalion, 12th ~rines •• 

a. Cqmbat Mission Assigned. Direct support of the 9th Marines 

b. §isnificant Operations Conducted. &>no.-

o~ Di~laoements and Changes in Operational Control. 

15 LPB. W/2/12 moved from the ROCKPILE to D-5 l-L:.I I.OO (YD 0651) 

21.APR W/2/12 moved from 1·1:;t·LOC : to tHe ROCXl:'ILE 

29 APR .Asswned OPCON of :8/1/12 

30 J..PR :B/1/12 moved from the ROOKPlIE to C-2 
30 JPR Ji/2/12 moved from C-2 to V.AND]I;RIPl' COMBAT 131iSE 

. d. Ca.sualties Inflioted on the EnSS'{. 1Q KIA (Confirmed), 4 Probable 
. r:r.J./WI.l~, 1 POW 

e. Casual. tie s SUstained eo 2 WI.! 

f ~ wgistic,s. The only significant logistic occurrance in April '-QUI the 
relocation of the battalion LSA op~ration at Vandegrift Combat Base. Due 
to the destruotion of the I,SJ~ facilities at VC13; heavy lift operations,.par­
ticularly Class V resupply, Was initiated. at 'tUang Tri LS~~. The. 12th Marinos 
orGar.ized a Regimental logistjc operation from there with all direct supp~t 
bat·be.lions contributing personnel and equipment. 2d Battalion positioned . 
three men and one vehiole as its contribution. 2d Battalion continued its 
LSJ~ operation at VCB W.itil four men 8lld three vehicles under the direct sup­
ervision of the 12th Marines representive there. 
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~ Battery ''E" on FSB FUI..Lm, and 0/6/33. a. Gsla unit on FSB CmS 
under 2/12 oontrol, required helioopter resupp~. 

Ba.ttery- D, F and the Mortar Batteq were in l:oad-boWld positions, taxing 
the battalion's motor trnnsport capability for the first time sinoe December 
196e. The Mortar Battery made two motor ma.rch.eSt displacing from the Pookpile 
to Ma.i IDe and back, gaining experience that had been denied them sinoe Novcm­
Dci' 196e. 

Other 8-4/LogistiC activity was normal. 

g. qivic Action, During the month. of April, the Battalion 8-5 held Mc-d­
caps for the following number cf civilians I 31 children, 5 male and 9 female 
adults. The 2/12 BAS innoculated 105 oiviliM.B with their seoond series of 
Bubonic Plague shots. 

The 2/12-4/12 messha.ll continues to haul its wet garbage to Thiet Trang 
tor the villagers' use, as a supplement to feed their livestock. The gar'bage 
dump a.rea. near the hamlet is inspected once 0. week and oontinues to be in So 

good state et' police. ' 
The refugee hamlet of Troung-Xa.. which wa.s located adja.cent to ihiet 

Trang, has been moved back across the CUa. Viet river to an area close to the 
original location of the hamlet. 

The oivilian shops at the bate to 2/12 h."we been reopened under new man­
agement. .i:. new building was built to house the laundry and gift shop, and 
a.noth~ barber ha.s been employed, for a total of 2. 

h. Personnel. 
( 1) Strength and shortfl.gcs. '.Ehe battalion was at 9~ of manning 

level for both officer and onlisted strengths during April. However, the 
manning level contains no personnel authorization for tho 155mm Provisional 
Rowitzer Battery (Towed). This has caused all firing batteries to bo manned 
a.t appxo:d.ma.tely 75% strength to oompensa.te for the additional battery. Sig­
nificant shortages exist in occupational fields 08 and 3'. 

(2) R &: R. Forty six personnel of,the battal.i"on participated in 
cut of oountry R & R during April and 8 men went on l.n-Oountry R •. & i. 

(3) a..Q1!otions. One Gunnery Sergeant, two Sergeants and seven 
Oorporals were promoted to the next higher grade durin8April. 26 Privates 
First Class were promot€.>d. to Ln.nC8 Corpore.l during April as add! tional pro­
motions authorized by eG 3d Mar Div. In addi tion,6 Privates First Class were 
pmmotcd to Lance Corporal undor meri toriousrrondtion author! tics. '.- , , • 

Cl) .&E§]:!CL!l~..Q<'?J!lIAe:>Jdatiol'~ A totnl of 41 rocomnendations for a"re.rds 
wero forua:ro.f:;d dur:Lr.g ~lp:::il, 1969. These included 7 Bronzo star Recommendations, 
5 l;a;vy Conmenda':;iol1 M,'d"tl cE)coDlmendations, 22 Navy Achievement Medal rOCOlnl.'1Em­

da::;ions, fJx:d 7 Vietr.QJ'l83E' C:;:'''OSD of Gallantry rocornmendatiolls. 
~5) ~9J_". Lt1."dnp: JqrH a total of 5 Battery Commanders Offioo Hours 

were held. (be man VJ[l,S J~eferr(-,<i to }~e. tta.1ion Commander and was subs()qucl1t~y 
a.'rarded a Summa.ry Court .... Hartial. ]!'our CID investigations for possossion 
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~f lllSrijuana. '-lore .initia.ted ,.nd -ace,:: i:U'ormal il'.vestigo..tions were con­
ducted. 

1. ,COI!lIll~~QfJ;j£..:qp~... During the 2:Lonth of April. the Communications Pla­
toon·s1.tpIlo:ct:ed. tho battablion at QLw.ng Tri. Dong Ha altd Vandegrift Combat 
Base. At Dol.1g Ha, ;1O}:lc WcW conplded on 'che comt:lunications bur.ker ,·rhioh 
houseo the slritchboard, radio "m.tell ancl nesfJa...~e centGr. The old. mess88e 
oentor c.rea iT2.S r9110deled iuto e. crypto repair area. and a.commomoations 
su;'')ply area lrheJ.~e all communications supplies are stocked. A Conex box 
was obtained and is 110"1 used to store all the battalion's orypto [,'Taphio 
equip:nent. .U Vandegrift Combat Baoo, tho ell area lTaB completely rsuired 
and a color-codec~ wire system \'Ft'.S irlStalled. Five new PP 2953 pO'..ter 
sUlJ]!1ies "rere aoquirecl tlxC'o'1.\3'h the supply system a..l'J.d two '.>rers. put to use 
pOlreril'Jg' bencll mOl).nted Ci}1hcr SGtfl at Dong Us. and Va:n4egri:tt. 
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PART IV 

lilX!rRJJJfS OF MISSIONS lROM 2ND B~'~ALION, 12m M&lUNES 

PERIOD 052300 to 062300 
1430 EM, E/2/12 (008667), 1 NVA in the open, Noonwatoh Oscar 

!XlM 1611, 49 HEQ, 2 WP, 2 :aUIlkers destroyed, BX 1090 

pniIOD 062;00 to 072300 
07'5 iM, E/2/12 (02062;), Active mortar, Coconut Candy 

ECII 0900, 90 Hl:1Q., 4 't£P, Mortar aU enced, :ax 1133 
( .... 

. PERIOD 072300 to 082300 
1425 HI, 1>/2/12 (123742), Bunkers, Neuter Golf 

!OM 1548, 150 Hl!Xt&D, 4 WP, 5 Bunkers destroyed, BX 1261 
F _ 

PmIOD 082;00 to 092300 . 
1447 liM, D/2/12 (099633), 2 NV~ in the' open, Coloni:-J. 1Ii11e 

EOM 1455, 30 HEQ&VT, 2 WP, 2 KIA (Confirmed), EX 1462 

1832 PM, 1>/2/12 (080600), Contact Mission, Speeding Home 
Df 1932, 420 HEQ, 4 \tIP, 3 Probable IlA/'{lIA, :aX 1499 

PERIOD 092300 to 102300 . . 
1630 PM, E/2/12 (04986700), 10 N'I A in the open t Big Alioe 

lD1 1700, 130 HEQ" 4 we, 2 KIA (Cont'irmcd), :aX 1608 

1855 1M, D/2/12 (056674) t NVA and Bunkers, Big 1J.ice 
l!lOM 1927, 40 HEQ&l), 2 WP, 2 Bunkers destroyed., BX 1666 

• .. -
PEftIOD 102300 to 112300 
0845 »1, D/2/12 (075642), NV'A in bunkor, Northtide Papa 

EON 0945, 60 HEQ&:D, 8 WE, 1 Bunker destroyed, BX 1701 

1024 »1,. D/2/12 (100700), Suspe ctecl radio relay 3ta tion, Speeding Home 63 
EOM 1106,. 40 lmQ&l). 8 wp. 1 Bunker damaged, BX 1703 

1414 m, D/2/12 (09747062), Aalmlmitions Oa.cht;. Speeding Rome 63 
EOM 1720, 444 HEQ., 6 WP, 39 SecondaJ.'1 explosions, BX 1711 
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PERIOD 112;oQto 122300 
1312 lll!, D/2/12 (08757140), BUl1ker, Noonwatch 

EOM 1352, 120 HEQ.&l). 4 W. 1; BUl1ker destroyed, :aX 1936 

PDUOD 182300 to 192300 
1150 BIt E/2/12 <'61866&), 6 'WA in the open, Sundowner ' 

ECM 1251, 120 HEQ&D, 1 WP, ~ XL:. (Oonfirmed), 3 Bunkers destroyed, 
" BunkE!r ",4amag44j"BX 1031 

PERIOD 202300 to 212300 
0400 1M, D/2/12 (04106265), Contact mission, League Leader 63 

D11025, 174"11EQ, e vIP, S:X:U (Co!}firmed), 1 POW, :ax 3602 

• 
PElIOD 222300 to 2,2300 
0108 1M, D/2/12 (054601), Time on Target, League Leader 24 

EC!l 0120, 30 HEQ, 2 XU, (Confirmed), :aX 3641 

PERIOD 252,00 to 262300 
0730 1M, E/2/12 (057608), Prep fire, League Leader 63 

:&X>M 0755, 32 BEQ •. 2 WP, 3 XIA ~Oontirmed), :ax 4309 

1605 1M, D/2/12 (062595), 50. cal position and Bwlkers .. Noonwatoh Bravo 
EOM 1849, 139 HEQ,&l), 2 WP, 1 Automatic weapons pas! tion destroyed, 
1 Bunker destroyed t 1 Probable rJ.A/VTIA., :ax 4412 

1640 JiM, E/2/12 (075605). Active mortars, CWstal Star 24 
E<JoI 1700, 30 HEQ, ).brtar silenced, :ax 4413 

u 

PERIOD 272300 to 282300 
1340 m, E/2/12 (063600), 50. cal and bunkers, Noonvatch Romeo 

EOM 1625, 80 HEQ, 32 WP, 1 Secondary eXplosion, :ax 4824 

-
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