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ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1 • DESIGNATION' 

2d Battalion, 12~h Marines 
LTCOL C. J. KILLEEN 050163/0802 
USMC 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

Hq. Btry, 2d Battalion, 12th Marines 

Battery "D", 2d Battalion, 12th Marines 

Battery "Ett, 2d Battalion, 12th Marines 

Battery "F", 2d Battalion, 12th Marines 

~~rtar Battery, 2d Battalion, 12th Marines 

3d Provisional 155 Towed Battery 
2d Battalion, 12th Marines 

,. L,OC.tl.ION 1-31 Nay 1969, RVN 

2 

3 

CAPT C. F. NORTON 080524/0802 
USMC 

CAPT M. R. ROSS 088020/0802 
USMC (1-13 May) 

1S~1T G. E. HODGE 096071/0802 
USMC (140-31 May) 

CJU>T H. C. B.:RNtJM 084262/0802 
USMC 

1STLT R. R. FOULKES 0101626/0802 
USMC (1-16 Ma¥) 

CAPT K. K. Ul?DBltGROVE 084249/0802 
USMC (17-31 May) 

1STLT G. E. HODGE 096971/0802 
USMC (1-13 May) 

1ST1T J. D. MASON 0103654/0802 
USMC (14-31 May) 

CilPT T. S. HUTCHINSON 094820/0802 
USMC 
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3~ STAFF OFFICERS 

Exc«.ftive Officer 
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:tiotor Tr2l1sportation Officer 

Conmnu1ications Officer 

4. liVillI..GE NONTHLY S'l'RENGTH 
~lC USN 
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NA.J R. H. LEDET 06 3172/0802 
USMC 

CAPT N. W. CARMEN 096 338/0130 
USMC 

1STLT J. C. CHliSE 0101806/0802 
USMCR (1-26 ~) , 

HAJ E. A.. CONDON JR. 072264/0802 
USI>lC ' , 

C~'.PT C. F. NORTON 080524/0802.' ,.' 
U~C . ", :' 

, . 

}W J. D. MCN~& 078628/0802 
USMC 

wo C. L. SERGENT 0105810/2020 
USMC 

2NDrrr H. J. PETERSON 0106012/3002 
USMC 

1STLT R. R. S!}1SON 0104775/;>502 
USMCR 

1STLT L. S. KYLE 01026.17/2502 
'USMC (1-28 M<w). . 
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1. Geuoxa1 Overview of JJ.l .Activities. The primary effort of' the battalion 
J' _ ~ol1th of Hay was devoted to the planning and execution of Operation 
Ar:whe SnovT, 10-31 May 1969. It was Q. ooordinated o?eration in and near the 
.i.', Shau Valley conducted by 3d Bda, 101st Airborne Division, 1st and 3d JJtVN 
i(~giments and 9th }~ines. During the planning phase several liaison visits 
\wro conducted at the 101st Division He['..dquarters at Camp Evans. The operation 
1'1'2.8 conceivod as a phased preposi tioning of forces along t.ie northern al)pronches 
of tho il. Shau in order to block the escape rautes into Laos along the Da Krong 
road~ 2/12 progressively occupied mutually-supporting fire support bases 
McClintocl~ (Y.D0430), Gaucho (Y]0924), Razor (Y.D1418), and Erskine (YD1610). 

The o)eration proceeded as planned with a helicopter assault into FSB 
Erskine on D-Day, 10 Mc~. Btry D and 3d Prav Btry occupied this FSB. il. tragic 
::-.cciclent occured in Batter,{ D on 13 Ma;y 1969 when a fire ignited the annno bunker 
:.)1' b'Vll 114. The Battery Commander, Ca.pt M. R. Ross, and the Battery Executive 
Officer, 1 stLt D. C. Niohols were killud by a cook-off. The fire spread and 
subsequently destroyed the entire battery position. Btry E replaced Btry D 
the follovdng day and Btry D was re-formed and refitted at the ?d Battalion OP 
at Dong Ra. :By 23 May 1969, Battery D "'as back in action, in position at Elliot 
Combc..t ]2.se. 

J~:i?ache Snow drew to a close on 31 May and ba.tteries were helilifted to 
VCE for further displacement into the Da Krong-Ba Long area for subsequent 
ol)Crations. FSB \'lhisme..n (JCD9733) was assaulted on 31 May, 1969, and by night­
fall, ]tX"J E Was in pos ition and ready to fire. Tha t same day, Btry F extraoted 
from FSB Rc.,zor to VeB and immediately went into position at Calu (YD0145). 

A significant event of Apache Snow was a highly successful liaison 
exchange with the 3d Bele, 101st Aon DiVe The battaJ.ion S-2, 1stLt J. C. Chase 
attended the final brief of that Division and immediately thereafter assumed 
duties in the 1st iffiVN Regiment TOC. During the time he was there, numerous 
reenforcing missions were firod in mutual support of the contiguous units. 
On 22 }l"'J", the llXVn fired counter-battery for 9th Marines. On 26 May, 3d Prov 
Wc,s the only unit able to illur:rinate FSB Bradley when it was attacked by 
sappors. Lt Chase was wounded in this action, as was his Radio Operator, 
PFC L. Honsley, and Doth were modevaoed to CONUS. 

A total of 2,024 missions were fired by 2/12 in May--355 observed and 
1,669 lL'10bscrvcd. 29,640 rounds were fired-23,173 105mm, 2,021 4.2", and 
it .-446 155!'1lih 

2,. COT1'D.;nC~ Relations. Throughout ths period, 2d Battalion, 12th Marines 
H[CS UYlc:or the o:;?ex2.ti=;;nal and administrative control of the 12th }fu.rines. 

3~ lii.scion l:,ssign,elli. Direct support of 9th Marine Regiment • 
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4. I;ntelligence. The primary souroe of intelligence continued to be derived 
from infqrmation supplied by S-2, 9th Marines and S-2, 12th Marines. Close, 
dQily liaison with the 9th Marines was executed in order to maintain a clear 
ido[" of the enemy situation. 1;2th Mar S-2 provided a detailed target listing 
for possible hostile artillery during Operation Apaohe Snow. For the operation, 
10X10 grid sheets were placed in folders and all past target history recorded 
011 tho map and the right hand side of the folder. A master target list Was 

put in a separate folder and all information was collected as it became avail-
8~ble. The pattern in certain arees became olear and on 3 May an AO WEtS directed 
to grid YD0802 for visual and photo reoonrk~issnnoe. Upon developing the film, 
a 122mnl gun wC'.s discovered. l!..i.r strikes were run the following dey and the 
gun 1"lQS destroyed. 

5. Operations. Operation Apache Snow was conducted from 10 May-,1 May. 

6. Results of Operation. 

,7,. Casual ties inflicted on the enemy by artillery fire. 12 KIA's (Con­
firmed), and 22 Probable nl./WIA. 

b. Casualties sustained. 5 ~A 

c. Er),CIiJy equipment, etc. 32 Bunkel:s destzoyed, 1 Bunker damaged., 4 StruQ­
turGS dostroyed, 2 Structures damaged, 1 Truck destroyed, 1 Mortar tube destro,yed, 
1 50. cal position destroyed, 1 Bridge dank~cd and 75 secondar,y explosions. 

7. Sup-0orting Arms. Paragraphes 1 through 6 above. 

8. LogistiCS. ~e period 1-7 May was relatively quiet with no significant 
events. TI, F, 3J1d Mortar Battery were road-boWld and experienced. no diffi ... 
culties in resupply_ The road-bound status did put the Motor Transport to a 
test. Road-bound 'Mtteries "rere limited. to the use of tw:> M35 and M151 
vehicles, vmilo the battalion moved large quanti ties of Class V through the 
use of a highboy trailer. Battery E vms occuping FSB Fuller and W'C),S resupplied 
b', helicopter; This battalion was also charged with Class V resupply of 
.BatteJ.."Y flCII, 6th of the 33rd U.S. Artillery located on FSB Cates. Battery 
F Dnd Nortex Battery drml Class V from the Vendegrift ASP. Battery F and 
C/6/33 ,'lere resupplied l'lith Class V from the Quang Tri LSA. Class I, II, III 
a.nd IV resupply for these two Wli ts vlere lifted f:tOm the interim Vandegrift 
181:.. .fJ..l resupply was accomplished. loTi th little difficulty and all resupply 
commi tmo;.'1i;s were met. 

Operation Apache Snow commenced on 10 May. Helicopter resu{,ply w:"s to ~ 
accomplished from two Logistic Support Areas. Heavy lifts (CH53J to lnclude 
all Class V would oper.3.te fro::;l LS.:~ Quang Tri. All other resuppl.y would origil1-
a.te .fl.:OD vandegrift Combat Base. Tactical helicopter lifts were coo:cdinated 
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by ~le S-3~ liUninistrutive resupply of all items was coordinated by the 8-4. 
Requests for resupply of all items less Class V ,"ere processed through the 
lO~~'is'Gics crew at Vcmdegrift Combat Base LSA lead by SOOT J. F. LAWTON; Class 
V resupply vlaS staged at Quang Tri LS':~ initially by SGT R. P. SHAW and rit 9amp 
Evans Ls..A. 1flen opera tiona CotJr.lenccd.·· there" on 1} Hoy 1%9,. under supervision of 
WO IT. L'; ~NT. t,::f' cf·tha"1:~. date, J¥.1 Olass V for all batteries 10r the 
rerncl.ndor 0.1 "Aptiohc &1ow ll was lifted from LZ Cheyenne at Camp Evans 10 MCn 
10 hosted the LSi'.. crew at Evans C-.""r1d among the many favors performed for 2d 
Battalion was the construction of an insulated ice carrier (wnich was filled 
\.,rith ice they provided), used. to transport cold beer to Battery E and 3d Prov; 

Ono of the frustrating problems of resupply during "Apache Snowll was the 
lack of helicopters. The worst days afforded no aircraft at all. Normal 
aircraft available for anmuni tion lifts was one CH47 from Camp Evarts which 
was allocated for ten lifts per day from 17-22~. Other resupply was equally 
hampered due to the non-availabli ty of aircraft. One 105 Howitzer was staged 
at the Quang Tri LSA for five days before being lifted out. A PU668 FADLO 
generD..tor wes on the Quang Tri LS1 .. for eight days waiting for lift-out~ It 
wes finally retrieved and sent to VeB via road eM lifted. It was fortunate 
that the initial lifts on occupation were large enough to compensate for the 
sparse resupply of the above mentioned six de,y period. On 21 May, 3d ProY 
Bettcry ue,s down to 186 HE rounds, vm.ich was dangerously lowJand reduced the 
effectiveness of that unit. The lift statistics were not impressive for ~; 
113 separate lifts were delivered compared to 408 requested (Olass V only); 
lJ.l Cless V lifts resumed from VCB on 28 Ma,y which allowed the battalion to 
close "lilC Cainp Evans operatclon on 29 May. Back-up operations were assigned 

. _. b ~tb C QJ.Ul,ru;.': T:r:j. T.j.SA~ . 
- ~ .i~-f.i:;;c and. .cesulting series of explosions on 13 May 1969 destroyed six 

howitzo:rs of Battery D on FSB Erskine. Over sixty individual and crew-seJ1Ved 
wee,pOlls, at least nine radios and a lc.rge amount of personal and indivj.dual 
equi~ment were also dostroyed. By 1500 on 14 ~, a request was received 
ask.ing for immediate resupply of 49 M16 rifles. The request was answered and. 
by 1900 that same day 49 rifles were in the hcU1ds of Battery D and 3d P;co"V . 
Bat·::; Cl?"1J on FSB Erskine. Delta Batt ory 'vas extracted from Erskine on 15 May-~ 1; 

On that same clay, four float Howitzors _lOre picked up !rom FIiOO-B. By 17 
Ilc".,y, six Howitzors were in the Dong HA. 2d Battalion CP. By 19 May the Battelf 
had been rofi ttcd with enough ordnance and communication equipment to be ope:ra.­
tionaJ.~ The l:or.l.uinder of short items were put on requisition. The reple,cement 
of essential eqUipment Has accomplished through redistribution of the battaljpn's 
ass(;d.;s, flout replacements, priority walk-through requisitions, and a trip t~ 
the self ... sorvice facility at 1)a Nang. On 20 May, Battery D was back .in actictn. 

Prior opere., tions encoun tared tremendous difficulty in securing Class IV .... 
especiall.v PSP matting. ApproJdE1L:tely one hundred and fifty sheets of matt~ 
were obt"c:-J.l1cd in the early plaJ'_uing of "Apache Snow!t to eliminate and prevenf 
shortagos. None occurred du:dr.g 1'1l.pache Snow". . 
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..• C.o:mnl~ations. 'Ihe Co!!llllUllicat.iDns Platoon supported the Bat,talion CP at 
ooth VCB and FSB RAZOf{, as well as maintaining stations at VCB, Dong Ha, ~ 
Tri ~ and C2.lllp Evans. 

Prior to Operation Apache Snow, a complete operational check of all eq~p­
Dent vT3,S accomplished, and the Division CEO conducted a courtesy ins:r;e ction of 
the Don6 Ha Teoh Shop operations and records. As a result of this inspection, 
some minor repairs that had previously been accomplished at the Tech Shop were 
r8t0rmL~e~ to be 3rd echelon repairs, and have been disoontinued. These included 
replacement of.A9 modules, push-to-talk switch covers on TA .. 312's and TA-1 t s, 
and replacement cords an TA-1's. 

On 8 May the Battglion FDC ad .. ance party moved from VCB to FSB R.:.zOR· and 
ini tia.lly satelli ted on the Btry F F.I:C, thus reducing the amo1,lllt of oommunica.tions 
equipment required for continuous oentralized battalion control during displace­
ment of 'I;he FDC. On, May the remainder of the BattaJ.ion F.DG displaced to Razor. 
A corom bunker was constructed adjacent to the FDa bunker to house the switch­
board l the A.clrnin/Oonunand net, end to store batteries and equipment. 

Four vire lines were laid to the 9th Marines oP on Razor, one hot line to 
t.be FSCC, one spare ~ and two lines for two radio relay channels using the MRC-
62. In IJr/VCC-2 was going to be :?ut into operntion, with three radio xelay 
chonnols assigned to 2/12, but the VCC-2 went down a.fter one day, and the MRC-
62, vith tvTO channels for 2/12, was usQd. for the remainder of the operation. 

Tlu:'ee rortable voice encryption systems were used on Apache Snow-one 
with thc105mm battery on each FSB, and one at the OP. Considerable difficulty 
Was e:r;j;lGxiencod initially in establishing a covered shot with the 12th Marines' 
FIlC 2.t ])ong HB. This probleo was eventual.ly tl:aced to several cases of bad 
batteries~ No ono particular lot WaS faulty. AS an interim attempt to get 
the covered shot up, an RT/524 with a KYB-6 and power converter was set up for 
use "lvith the PU866 Fiilli:..C generator; however power flucuations which are within 
lim ts for the MiS FAD.LiC c~',used the Ehcryption set to zeroize. The problem 
WtS solved i'lith a resupply of fresh batteries. 

OO~Junioetions throughout the operation were generally good except as 
noted~ -but lower band frequincies work much better than up"er band frequehcies. 
Most problems occur in the 52.00 to 56.00 range, and one assigned frequenoy 
above thet l'~,.l1ge (72.55) could be used only about 20% of the time, during the 
r.oo.lest J.J,~rt of the d?.y. 

Tne cOI:lL:1.mic1l.tions platoon advanced ra rty left FSB Razor on 29 May, arrived 
2:f VeB Mel set up radio and wire colJJ.I!1U1licf'..tions with .all stations. The rarty 
thd rc.luaincd at FSB Razor returned to VGB ~he following day, 30 Ma;r, and Opex­
,::,tion il.::achc Snow "Tas terminated. 

Bp,ttery ]) was rofi ttod with oommunications equipment that had been des­
troyed clurjng a fire on K'3 Erskino on 13 IJIay. This was completed by 21 Mny. 

10. lillYj-'men.i:.. Du.ring this month, the supply account stood an inspection 
by the Field Supply J.malysis Office. iJ.S the name implies, this was strictly 
an analyeis type inspection and, as such, no grade on the status of the account 
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\4'as given. However, the debriefing by the FS.AO team Was a.ttended by the Div­
i·sion Supply Officer and he cOlllJll:)nted afterwards that he was pleased by the 
out.come of the inspection. There were discrepancies found, but these were 
;.u:nor z~.nd will be corrected at the earliest possible date. 

Utilities continue to be a proble~ area. '!ho primal.j1' reason for this. is 
,o~J.e fcct that the recovery on this item has been pre.cticaJ.ly nil. This sit­
ul},tion will be improved with implementation of a recovery program initiated at 
conplction of :;.pache Snow. 

On the 13th of this month,. Delta 13attcry suffered approximately 95% loss 
of equipment duo to a fire. Through the combined efforts of S-4 and battalion 
supply, the battery Wi~S resupplied and ready to go back to the field in 1 b 
days'. 1his included a complete reissue of 782 gear, utilities, communica.tion ' 
gec.r, !:'-"1d ordnance i~ ems ~ 

11 •. piW .:~t~on. l>uring the month of 11.'13 our Civil Affairs program wr>.s 
onCe D.g2.in centered on the hamlet of Thiet Trang. Medcaps were held on 3 !by 
and 10 MeV l'Ti th the following' number of civilif'...ns tree,ted: 46 children, 6 
aduJ. t males, and 4 aduJ. t females. Because of a priority to.c ticoJ. comIni tment 
to resupply one of the battorios in our battnlion,tho Civil Lffairs Offioer 
wa.s not able to hold his Saturday Medc;'_p on 17 May. There wore two other 
McdcC'.ps held this month on 24 and 31 May. 

The latest project for Thiet Trang has been the procumont of clay ii1.Ca n~ 
lumber for the roof of the school there. Also the hamlet chief has requested 
that we procure for him some sohool kits. These will be'lIk'1de available 
throU€,h G-5·~ 

12. Personnel and ii.dministration. 

(1) Stron,g-th and Shorta es. The battalion W1?S at 97% mroming level 
strength for officers end 98 0 of manning level strength for enlisted. The 
present manning level strength of all batteries is apprOximately 88% of T/o 
strength. The only present significtlllt shortage is personnel in the grade of; 
Sergcont in HOS 0811. In mo st c['.ses Corporals and Lance Corporals are 
section chiefs. 

(2) R&R~ Forty-three men of this battclion participated in out of 
Country R&R during MaY. No personnel were sent on in-oountry R&R. 

(3) promotions. One man was promotod to Master Sergeant during May~ 
There were 56 promotions to the grade of Corporal and sixteen promotions to 
"the grade of Lance Corporal during I>1ay. I· 

(4) A'\'rO,!,JL~Q!l9:at:\:.21.l§.!. Five personnel who died fighting the ~, 
tion fire at FSB E.cskinc were recommended for the Silver Star. A total of • 
19 end of tour award rccomme~1d['.tions were forwarded during May, these incl~ 
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ono Bxonze Stax, 5 Navy Cormnendatio'n Meda],s) QJld 13 Navy .Acllievement Meda1s~ 
Recent ch2J:lges of policy at higher headquDSters cOlWern.Ulg a,.,ard recomm~nda­
~.:.._,.tL.::i nnrr~:tu~~>(t 'ell.: ;:t'o~" of ronny previously submitted a.wards, and resub­
r'ifJsion of Some. 

(5) C2.suAhtz Repo.rt~ ~;,t..ii..:n6 ur caaual.tiE!.S evacuated from fo:t'W(l.rd 
e.ro(1..S eontinues .to be a problem. Where a. CA..fQlalty goes depends on the extent 
of his wound, where the hospital ship is positioned, WhGfther delivered by 
'arino or 1lXfIIJ'" helicopters and in some cases, weather conditions. Hence, in 

many c(1..ses, it is necessar,y to f~ the casunlty to ensure oorrect reporting. 
Bec2.uso of the locdion of Operation J .. oachc Snow and support by 11.XTIry helioopte~ 
illQUY of tno mc~evacs~e~e delivered to j~ hospitals. 

(6) q,eil~al ll.dministration. i. ~egimental inspection of administr~tion 
Was conducted during April. All be.. tteries and the Battalion 3-1 were oon­
sidercd satisfactory with descrepancies. 

(7) Legn.l. lAlring ilpril, a total of 9 Batter,y COll1ll8Jlders office hou:rs 
"rere held and 4 personnel were bxough t Ba. ttoJ.ion Commanders office hourse 
,: '0 recormnendation for undesirable discharge and two recommendations for 
L::13llitability discharge were forwarded to higher authority. 

13. T:riCining. The following number of personnel attended formal schools; 

NCO leadership School-2 
SNCO leRdGrship School-2 
~~barka.tion School-1 
KY-38 Corum C~Jpto School-1 
Cable SpJicing School-1 

A total of 3 officers attended an info~~l Fire Direction Officers course, 
given by 12th Mc-crines. 

PLRT III 

SEQUEf~Il~ LISTING OF SIGNlFiCJ~ EVENTS 

02 -dAY CPOppOCl. CPC':'N of E/2/12 to 1/12 
02:rvu,y Ca~Opjy;(l O~('ON of 1;l/2/12 to 1/12 

03 ~lLY ]/2/12 heliliftecl from VCB to FSB GJ.UCHO 
03 Ivr.:.x 1..ssumed OPCOl'l" of 1/1/12 at FSB MCCLINTOCK 
03 J:!JJW J....ssUl!led OPCON of 2d Provisional 155 Towed Battery at FSB MCCLINTOCK 

04 1VliiY F/2/12 helilifted f~OJil '1GB to F3.3 MCCLINTOCK 

8 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

04 MAY Chopped OPCON of A/1/12 

05 1>i.~Y 1..ssumed OPCON of W/2/12 at VCB 

('7 l>:Ii ... Y F/2/12 helflifted from FSB MCCLINTOCK to FSB RllZOR 

08:r.tS CoIil1lUl.l1.d Group helilifted from VOB to FSB R".zOR 
08 ~~y W/2/12 h'lilifted from VOB to FSB R~~OR 

10 MLY 1)/2/12 hclilifted from FSB GADCHO to FSB ERSKINE 

3 :Eii.O :je 
SER:003A16069 
1 June 1969 

11 l'U~Y J~sumed OPCON of 3d Provisional. 155 Towed Battery at FSB ERSKINE 

13 Mi:I ])/2/12 (Out of action), helilifted to .Dong lip. 

14 ~ W/2/12 Chopped OPCON to 3/12 and helilifted to von 
14 M1.Y 2d Prav helilifted from FSB :ERSKINE to FSB R.i.zOR 

16 Mi~Y Assumed OPCOH of E/2/12 Btrywas helilifted to FSB ERSKINE 

22 M.LY i..ssUl':led OPCOH of W/2/12, hcliliited to FSB FILE 

28 MAY 3d Prov helilifted from FSB ERSKINE to CALU 
28 YllJ D/2/12 helilifted to FSB ffiEPP~i.RIl 

29 MJ:I Chopped OPCON of 2d Provisional 155 Towed Battery 

30 Ml.Y Command Group helilifted from FSB RAZOR to VOB 
30 MLY F/2/12 heliliftod from FSB RAZOR to CLLU 
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PilRT IV 

SUPPORTING DICUMENTS 

1. Copies of staff Journal. None 

2. Originated messages. NI A 
" 

3. Copies of Or> orders. None 
y .c,,,,,c ,"),S'S/o .• , i,:y,tftJ .. .::t; (,t 11- /~'i) 
l.fter Action-1 oOPY of Dewey Canyon, 'iL I' , . _. . 

5. Other. Nil 
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:rJL:: 
PaRT ,. 

,,1M jl&ISSIOl! ;EXTIUCTS :mOM 1 MilY TO 31 M.t~y 

P~IOD 312300 to 012300 
1845 PM, D/2/12 (035535), Enemy movement, Grasshopper 24 

EOM 1930, 42 REQ., 2 WE, 3 Secondari es, BX 5804 

PLarOD 0;2300 to 042300 
1128 EM, Real Estate (08252235), Enemy bunker complex, Noonwatch H 

EOM 1205, 13 HEQ&D, 2 WP, 1 Secondary, 4 Bunkers destroyed, :aX 5985 

;pE;LUOD 042300 to 052300 
1430 EM, Cashbox (848440), Bunker complex, Noonwatch 

EOM 1520, 983 HEQ&D, 23 WP, 65 Secondaries, 18 Bunkers, 1 KIl., 
BX 6084 

1410 P.M, F/2/12 (082224), Suspected enemy hoooho, Speeding Home 24 
EOM 1608, 24 HE'l, 2 Wl"), 1 Hootch destroyed, BX 6083 

l'ERIOD 082300 to 092300 
0920 FM, YJ/2/12 (125230), Trails and hooches, Smitty B 

BOM 1735, 40 HEQ&D, 8 liP, 1 Hooch damaged, EX 0093 

PERIOD 09~300 to 102300 
0755 EM, F/2/12 (225143), 40 NV;. in the open, Soitty Charlie 

EOM 0840, 80 HEQ, 2 '1'lI.', 7 KIA, J3X 0282 
.. 

r'ERIOD 112300 to 122300 
1548 EM, D/2/12 (076132), Suspected enemy trails, Heathen Killer W 

DO}l 1643, 54 HE9.&.D, 8 W,2, 1 Hooch damaged, BX 0448 

?E!.~ICl' 122300 to 132300 
1553 I}I, pProv (087036), Hooches and bunker complex, Smitty L 

ECI1 1645, 20 HEQ&D, 2 'W};?, 1 Hooch destroyed, BX0597 

1824 ]:\1, F/2/12 (168087), Prep fire, Coconut Candy 62 
EO~\l 1956, 40 HEQ&D, 2 IV? ~ '2 Et~-'~ .. 1<ers destroyed, BX 2604 

DECLASSIFIED 

2ECRET 



DECLASSIFIED 

3:EAC:je 
SER: 003.d1 6069 
1 June 1969 

SECRET 

?EiHOD 142300 to 152300 
1240 F.M, 3d. Prov(157015), Bunker complex, Heathen Killer X 

LOM 1430, 52 HEQ&VT, 3 Bunkers destroyed, BX 0661 

1500 :EM,3iProv (012018),2 NVi!. in the open, Heathen Killer IC 
EOM 1615, 35 HEQ, 1 Hooch destroyed, DX 0694 

I1ERIO:D 152300 to 162300 
1035 PM, F/2/12 (063015), Bunker oomplex, Heathen Killer 

EOM 1342 t 60 HEQ&D, 4 W?, 2 Bunkers destroyed, ]X 0727 

1443 ]H, F/2/12 (084097), NVA and bunkers, Smitty z 
EOM 1633, 139 EE~~. 2 Wi't 3 Bunkers destroyed, BX 0835 

~hlRIOD 162300 to 172300 
0943 FM, E/2/12 (163041), Known enemy position, Coconut Candy 24 

EOM 1100, 39 HEQ&D, 1 Bunker damaged, EX 0909 

:)f2.IOD 172300 to 182300 
1123 F:lf, F/2/12 (232097), Tipe on ~arget, }leep Sight 

EOM 1200, 15 HEQ, 12 Probable 1alVWIJl.., DX 0998 

1733 FM, F/2/12 (136107), Aotive mortars, Cooonut Candy 24 
EOM 1755, 80 HEQ, 2 WP, 1 Mortar tube destroyed, EX 1054 

ailUO] 182300 to 192300 
1027 FM, Yl"Pmv(15200716), I'rep fire, Cooonut Oandy 

Emil 1132, 20 HEQ, 2 WP, 1 Secondary, 1 Fire, BX 0830 

-

............... 
!)!...:.UOD 202300 to 212300 
o6:t7 FM, 3d J?tov(26i02~), 200 NV :~. hea.vy contact, Heathen Killer 24 

0913 

1550 

EOM 0746, 66 HEQ, 2 vIP, 3 KIA, TIX 1282 (w:liilforcing mtssion for ARVN) 

Ri, Ji'/2/12 (082256), 20 Wi. in a stream, Heathen Killer P 
LC'N 10C8, 100 HEQ&D, 4 W'?1 10 ?robable nil/WI.A, BX 1284 

rb, -3d P.rnr (128069), P rUiJ fire, Coconut iandy 24 
rOM 1638, 12 HEQ8J), 2 lif? 0 ~ fr:condary t EX 1304 
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PERIOD 212300 to 222300 
1033 »1, E/2/12 (132004), 4 NVA in the open, Coconut Candy 63 

EON 1114, 75 HEQ, 2 WP, 1 KIA, BX 1384 

PERIOD 222300 to 232300 
0730 nl, E/2/12 (142028), Bridge, Coconut Candy 6;1> 

EON 0830, 35 REQ&D, 2 WP, 1 Bridge damaged, :aX 1487 

2200 PM, E/2/12 (217034), Enemw truck, Henthen Killer 24 
EOM 0013, 50 HEQ, 6 WP, 1 Truck destroyed, 1 Large secondar,y 
EX 1484 

. .. ... 
PERIOD 242300 to 252300 
1343 EM, F/2/12 (223158), NVA tn oanopy, Coconut Candy 24 

EOM 1423, 90 REQ, 2 WP, 1 Seconda~ explosion, :aX 1686 

1420 J!M, 3d P rov (11006 0 ) ~ 300 NV A, North tide (TIO target) 
EOH 1505, 52 HEQ, 2 VIP, 1 Large secondary explosion, EX 1687 
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HEADQ,U1J{.TERS 
26. Satt,~] ~.(':" ~ 12th Mc.'U'ines 

3d H(o,"L'ine Di'ri~ion (Rein), 1!l-IF 
]1£-0 San Franoisco 95502 

CO~~ Officer 
Distxibution List 

.. 

Artillery Report of Operation Dewey C~n 

• 

Enclosure: J (1) l.rtillery Report of Oporation Dewey Caxwon 

1. EnoloSl..1rc (1) he.s been prepared ~ 

~:E.i'.C:je . 
SER.: 003 ii 151) ~9 
5 K".y 1969 

a. To assist artiller,r.men to prep~re fo~ p~ execute s~~lar fire 
support base operations i 

b~ To provide the 2d Bat~;;;v.lion, 12th M.."..rines nnd its parent regiment, 
the 12th Marines, an u..1'l.official version of the conduct of the subject 
epemtion as viewed by tho senior artilleryman on the ground; 

c~ To present.the most significant lessons learned for inclusion into 
the 2d Battalion, 12th ~rines Stendlllg Operating Procedures c~d fo~ possible 
use by higher heB.dquarters • 

... : . 
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COl'fJ:ENTS 

P lffi:l' I Nl.nR.:..TIVE SUNH1Jty .Ii..'Iffi LLSSONS LE • ...RNED 

P ..illT II f:)Ti:.TISTIC...1 i1JW.t.:.RY 

P .:.:aT III CQllu?OSITE ]!LP :..ND SUP:FORrING T • .J3S 

lt1'lap, S11~Ci<,l.1 UGe S.E •• :'8i2.1:100,000, Series 1607, 
Sheets 6341, 631\.2, 6~l41, 644.2. 

j TAB 1;. Pesi tioning er li.rtillery at close of DavISon 
River \ient. 

~T18 B P.si tioning of ~a-tillery prior t. launching int. 
the new i.O. 

JT..3 C Positioning of ~;,rtillery after "Movement to Lon • 

.; T.J3]) Objectives for the final attack. 

j T.1J3 E Po si ti.ning .f .i:.rtille~y 13-28 February, &'1.('1. 

location of 1st 122mm gun destroyeQ. in the eperation. 

,TLB F Movement of E to FSB.rurW.tlGE • 

.. T.:.B G Retraetion of J.rtillery 
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, INTRODUq1lQ!! . 

, i> 

Even in .it~initial· 'stages, OPERATIOlfDE"WEY CANYON wt:.8.dif,f'erent ;froin: 
. other mqre racent 3d IvT..arine Di'i'ision operations •. To. be 'sure ~ it.' inv(tlved the ' .. 

. . use of in.o".:lile ¥.arine Corps un.1.ts against sizea.ble enemy' resistanoe, ·the deploi,-' 
ment of maneuver battaiions .under ·the protective fan of artill'ery on;Fire' 
SuppertBases, and rifle oompanies ope:.:.-atir..g independ~tly fox ·eXt.Emq.ed·.periods~ 
co~duoting satura:t;ion sweeps and patrolling, ~fone of that'. was d:iffj9rent., 

'.' What vTi1S nevl was the ,remoteness .of +'he' .AO from the nea.r·est.~riendly tactical 
fOrces arid from normal resup llysources,' the knoWn .enemy..A.AAoapabili ty ,.;a.nd: 
the tactics ana.. teohluques developed in. eaoh. phase of tho operation to ", caPe 
wi til speciel Eli tuations.· . . . .' " . . . 

,The purpose of this report'is to assist· other a.rtHlerycommand.ers Who. 
may b,a't2..sked wi tho a similiar mission D,nd' whO-may be interested iii the 'exPer-, .' 
ienoes' of the 2d Battalion, 12th J'I3.rinGs...:-in· E:'iort. the lessciIislearnedon 
this operation: good thing,s to be 'cetaiil€d$ bad thlngst6 disoa.rded~· and' new : 

. things'to be implemented, ifpossible~ . ','. ' 
. . For. ea.se of understanding~ this re~ort will fir.st divide OPERATION DEWEY 

C,ANYON into four"php.sos': theph,nl11.ng .):r~asc t the mo"(l;ement to the AO,' tlie mail1. 
, . attack, .and the rotraction. Secor.dly'. (%11 evaluation, to ,l.nclud·e 1e'S130n8 learned; 

will be pr~sented. Before getting into the.fiz<st· phase, however, a·ome. back..; . 
. ground: "informai;ion. may be of interElst. . ' , .' .. , 

.. ' 

13.ACKGR,Qtnm 

.' 
Early in. January 1969, several items 'sparked an' ,actj,:ve'lnterest in the 

futu.+e D];',IEY CAlITON AC. First, Route 922 leading "from Lao.s .into 'the A Shau 
was:reop€med. by th.e NV A,at:tc.r havingbeell in disuse for many mO,nths.,.SeoOnd; 
A..U,became increasingly ey-ident and active :al()l']g·tha-t. road: network. 'High, '., 

, performanctil aircraft:r:ecel.ved 'fire; an A-.6 WE-.S lost ;hei190pters ~ l:',eooIl-,.~ ... 
·na.issari.ce~J;'craft ,were being fi~ed a:t with. 12. 7mm,25mm, and 37mmAA. ·weapo~s. 
Third, truok trafi'i90n Route 922 .in L:J.osdoubled dlriing a 'short .period---at·. 
times, ~rUok ?ightinis exceeded 1 ,000 a day.. FOurth ,the entrY Q{ a large ' 
enemy force wa;s' evide"nt from the network of heavil;y-used',trai.le t and. from. the' " , 
faot· th~t .. visual' rl.Colm.aissance· et'foJ::ts were being ct>n:tes'j;eqby smEill aJ.'t!l~.. . :" 
fire (as op)osed' tOA.tJ.) from various places throughout 'the area •. In aP-diti.on" 
sophisticated wire systems . were sighted. Finally, agent reports' anC!.pther· , . 
intelligence sources indi,cated 'the. prObable mo.v~ment 9f .enemY· ,forces ~aC~,int.o 
the area of ·the DaKrong,. tor. commitment. into the m.ountains ·west- of H~e·. and ' .' 
.southwest ~f Quang 'l'ri. :From there, the enemy wouia: .be· able to launCh ;:.t'i;acks: 
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on populated areas as far south as Dan~g with ape&d and gurprise. 

Topography and vegetation in the area of this activity varied from ex­
tremely rugged triple.canopied mountains, with sharp ravines and complex 
terrain compartments, to relatively flat lowlands covered 'lith head-high 
elephant grass. In general, high hill masses on the LaotiM bQI'de:: fromed 
the western and southern bound.ari.os of th.e 11.0. On the west, CO K.tl iEtfiT ~ r~ 
razorback ridge 13-1400 meters high and about 3500 meters long. loomed a1)c-"," 
the entire i.~O. In the south, 'a series of ridgelines aroso o,: ..... t ':If 'ct18 Lci<:RWn. 
Valley and ran in a north-south direction down to the border) reac:li~1E;- a 
height of about 1000 meters at t:1.e border., South 'of the border in l[,op, t~o 
ridgelines in the southwest dropped off into an east-west valley j "-,,hila -ch.:)se 
in southeast continued to :;:is8 into a jumbled mountainous area. .At the south­
eastern corner of the il.O on the corder was T1J.I BOr Mountain, 1224 meters high, 
and 5000 meters north of TJ'J.I BOT. just inside the eastern edge of the i~O, 
was CO j~ l'l'ONG }iountail1 (commoY'..ly known as ItTiger Mountain"), 1228 :neters high. 
Tiger Mountain s.',;.t approxi':J.atdy at the head of ~ and dominated obserl2.tion 
into, the ~~ SH~.U valley. ()n ':,hc: other side of Tiger }1ountc..in from the l. sa:l .. U 
were the headwaters of the jJ.tUJiJ3G River. 

Route 922, the object of so @uch surveillance and interest, approached 
the RVN border at [~n angle from the southwest, through the LSl.Otian Valleys 
south of the border, ani then curY8d and ran genorally paral~el to and south 
of the borde;: until it reached a point about 4,500 meters west 0: 'I:i..}l BOr. 
There it crossed the border, w~J1dered through the rugged terrain around Tiger 
Mountain, and finally turned east and south into the ~l. SHAU valley, where it 
became Route 546. There are a proliferation of alternate routes in the moun­
tainous portion of this route--so many that this area was, and probably 
always will be,a na.tural funnel for truck traffic from Laos into the .IJ. SfU.U 
despite the rugged terrain and periodio interdiction efforts. 

Planning for OPER ... TION L'EUEY C .... NYON started during D.AWSON RIVER \oILSI'. 
It WilS decided that it wlOuld be a ph<.1.sed oper~~tiont and th<.1.t the in.itial phese 
would consist of getting the 9th J.1arines a..."1d supporting units lined up south 
of VeE so that they could be leapfroggod into the future ;~O from mutually­
supporting Fire Support Bases. If possible, Battery D would be located with. 
the Battalion CP on this opercltion (each light batte::ny is colocated >-rith tho 
CP, 011 a rotating basis), and Battery E \;Quld 0CCUpy the most distant FSB 
(e~',ch light battery also share the "point"). It We1.S antiCipated t~at three 
new FSBt s vmuld be required. These considerations played an important part 
in determin~~ ~~e~e the light batteries would be positioned upon retraction 
from Dl .. WSON RIVHR \'lEST. 

The planning phe.se began in earnest approximately 13 January, the day 
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Arter the OP returned to VOB from FSB SMITH. Planning evolved e.l'OU1ri three 
principal considera.tions: weather, the enemyta il..:u/mortar/artille.ry capability, 
and the remoteness of the i'utuxe AO • 

.. _~~t-wge.t~;:~r:::!cv.-otion may be ~-!.~!ere~t '.. . 
b! •• No significant preeipi tation will fall, mostly 
light d:dzzle and isolated thunderstorms l'lhioh a:t:e 
at a minimum du~ing ~1e period of the operation. 
Visibility will be poor during the early morning. 
Fog and dri~zle may reduce visibility but reg 
ShOll1fi be clocr by 0900 •. ~ 

Common sense prevailed., however, and planning was based on the prchali ty of 
bad weather. hn alternate forward battalion logistics section was set up at 
Quang Tri LSJ~; and 6.,200 rounds (5000 105mm and 600 each of 4.2" and 155mm.) 
were drawn and stayed there by 21 J~~uary, on the chance that resupply from 
QUang Tri might be possible if the prillk'1.ry LS ... i at Vel! was socked in. The 
minimum stoakage objective for liE for'oach light oattery at the three forward 
FSB J S wns i11i tia1ly sot at ;;C\)O-_·!OOO higher tha.~ for the' FSB' s alosor to Va!. 
Jlll extra dayl s supply of class I and III was prescribed (6 versus the normal 
5), and the prQsoribed load of dry colI batteries (10 days) was double that 
for previous operatiorrs. 

1;1'1 addi tio:r..al 310.'" M.i..li te..ry standard generator was obtdned in order to 
have a backup power source.: foT. .E'S}J~~C., Jliorovf)r, since a. lot of high angle 
firing WaS anticipated, an addi tional F1J)~·.C 'VIas requested--not only to, have 
a. backup computer ce.pabili ty, Nhich is bac.ly needed in any case, but to 
expedite the computation of data for multiple high-angle missions, and, 
perhaps most important, to have .additionalterget storage space. It was 
not E~vailable. 

::aec(~use of the distance betwe.en the futUre AO and all support activities, 
&. rel~ station Was planned on Hill 819. The requirement for this station, 
tor a.n extra logistiCS eeotion at Quang Tri, together with the good possibiJ,. 
1. ty of liaison reqUirements with a.djacent U. S. iJ:my and i..RVN forces, on top 
of Jche faot that five radios were in FLSG and "!ould not be available in time, 
diotated the requirement for additional re~ios. Seven were obtained from . 
the 12th Marines on a temporary loan basis. Included in the inventory of 
equipment to be used on this oper;~tion were three PBC-17 with KY-38 portc.ble 
voioe encryption units. The planned distribution of these WaS one per FSB. 

To counter the enomy's mortar capability end to p~ovide a registration 
c2.pabili ty, attacl'...ment of an Jili/:r-1PQ-4-A rad.ar section WI1S requested and 
approved. The rE':.dar would not bo displa.cod fO:!:",T[",rd, however, until our 
foroes wore established in the future ~~0. 

The future .AO was ou"'; of range of all GS artillery except for o~e 175m 
gun position ali J.lCtC (GS YD4927), nor4;;hwos".; of }I1ie. l:.rre.....'"lgomehts were 
made through the 12th MarineS to have Battery C, 1st. Batte1ion, 830. .~tillery 
occupy J .. ~CK wi. "::h a GS-R mission. T.1e s-3 of that unit made a liaison visit 
to the CP at veE, and attached a lia.ison team to the 2p4-~ __ t..I.U.;....,I~i.....\,j,,,,,,,"j;I,.k.¥-,n 
or the operation. 
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To enhance tr..e battalion's illuminl:..tion cA,pability, one soarchlight 
section from the 1st Searchlight Battery would be made I:..vailable after our 
forces ho.,d arrived in the fu.tt:.re J.~O. It would not arrive until 19 Fcbruoxy 
and tactical cons:i.derat:ions would never permit Use of its indirect or direot 
white light illumination; however, its I.R. capability w~s used extensively 
once its capabilites and li.mi t<.),tions wore understood by tho resident infantry 
unit. 

In view of the anticipdod volume of vlork involving casualty reports 
and replacement requirements, in combination with the normal delay of admin­
istrative lIk .... tters that could be e1.--pected as long as the battalion CP operated 
on a FSB in an area as remote as the future AO, a forward administrative sec .. 
tion v1e,S established at the CP to coordine.te administrative matters for the 
forwflXd elements of the battalion. The remoteness of the futuro 1).0 and thE) 
probability that resupply would be. comi:n~ fx'om two LS.~! s also placed a pre ... 
mium on the importance of resupply priorities; consequently, a forward logis­
tics element would also be established at the CP to coordinate ever-changing 
priori ties. This forward "1dnin/LolSistics SGct:ton was initially manned by 
one S-taff Sergeant 0141 and one Lance Corporal 2311. (The Lance Corporal 
2311 would be replaced by a Corporal, and the Corporal by a Sergeant, as the 
op~ration progrossod. Conversely, the 0141 Staff Sergeant would would be 
replaced by a Private First Class.) 

Tho first stage in movement to the future i~O was to roopen three old 
FSBls that stretched southward from veB. Battery F started the action on 
14 January when it rehe,bili tated e.nd displacod FSB HLNDERSON (as 0841) to 
support a limited 9th Vlarines operation in the B.i. LONG Valley, near Cl.LU. 
This operation was a natural corollary of the sect~ri ty mission around VCB r 
which v1,:,s picked up by the 9th Mc,rirL8S as they re-cracted in stages from 
D~~1!lSON RIV:F"R \'lEST. From the standpoint of facilitating futuro op8rntions, 
it wG-sche mand!"tory first step in getting forces out of YCB and hOD,dod south. 
It sholJ_ld be noted that D".liSON RIVlJ/. libST vl£'.5 still aliv(;) a.t the "Gime; only 
the do,y before, ~1ortar Battery had dispL~ced from VCB to LZ CH.,..RLlb ("1i'SB 
BIG HORN IIff) ( GS 8637) southwest of KH:hJ S •• NH •. to p:covide cover fo~ tho 
orderly retrogrE~d6 of Be,ttery D and the 3d Provisicnal 155 Battery ~ -) from 
FSB SN .. :..FPER (G S 8434). However the evacua tioD of SILPPER would not start 
until 18 Jc.nuary, and all artillery v/Quld not be retracted from n;MSON RIVER 
iiES'll until 1600 hours 19 January. 

~~t the close of D •• V30N RIV. R viBST, tho battalion was positioned £',8 follows: 
Bat-cc-y 1) and the 3d Provisional 155 Bat-cory at FSJ3 C.:..:rES (GS 9243); Bettery 
E and ~che 1st Provisional 155 Batter-J at C< .. LU (0'3 0(45); '~1ortnr Battery'- and the CI 
at VCE; end Battery}' Pet FSB Hb::WEtlSON,.in position to sup-port tho next 
exten.sion southvlard. (T • .B ll) 
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OFER.i.TION D.I~WSON RIVBR SOUTH--ronamed DE\~EY C .. .NYON on 23 January-.. 
opened on 20 January "r.ith an infa.ntry assault e EM south of HENDlliSON to 
secure FSB TUN T.NERJT (9-S 0532 ), which had not been reoccupied since 
6 De068. BattC1,y D heliliftcd into TUN T~l.VERN late that samo day and 
corrunenced prep fires on and around FSB SHILOH (G S 1026), another 8 KM. south-; 

FSB HENDEhSmr we.s preppod lightly by Battery E for a recon insert, was 
secured by an infantry platoon, and occupied with minimal rehabilitation 
required. FSB TUl'i T.NERN was not propped, was secured by' an infantry com­
pany after a recon insert had checked for mines 2,nd booby traps, but it 
required about 5 hours of bulldozer work before Eatte1~ D could occupy it. 
(It had apparantly been attacked as a. "suspected enemy position" during its 
long period of disuse.) FSB SHILOH was prepped by both air and artillery 
prior to as saul t by an inf;:mtry company, E,nd would, have bCE;n suitable for 
rapid occupation if it had not been for a fuzing c~ror on one 75Q-pound 
bomb. VT we,s supposed to hccve been used. The bom'~ functioned on impact, 
willed out t'JJO of tho 105 p[-,rapcts, half of a third, and two ammo bernu. It 
re~uired about 7 hours of bulldozer work 

Battery E and 3d Prov Battery (-) heliliftod to SHILOH on 21 J2lluary, 
four hours behind their advance parties.. Three of the 3d Prov' s guns, with 
an F.DC capability, were left b(;:hind at FSB C~~r1S, to be chopped to 3/12 for 
VeB security as the 9th Vmrines and supporting artillery moved away from the 
VCB/CLLU complex. 

Concurrent with the reoccupation of SHILOH, Task Force Hotel had p1.anneo 
to open a forward LS .... there for emergoncey resupply of MOlt s and. Ole.ss 5. 
Howevor, once SHILOH had been reopened, there '<la.S some confusion on the scene 
as to What priority of effort the LSi .. had in the overall development of the 
position. To expedite matters and clear the air, Battery E was taskGd to 
buiJ..d ammo berms for the L8-,. after both artillery positions had been completed, 
and the battcdion logistics section at the VOB LS1I. was told to start staging 
addi iional Class 5 for the SHILOH L.Sl... The following day, however, Task 
Force Hotel reassumed responsibility for the <.:ntire project. This event is 
is mentioned only to illustrate the situutions encountored in day-to-day FSB 
operations. Nothing is surprising. ~ great deal of flexibility is required. 

VIi th HEll"DERSON, TUN T.~VLRN and SHILOH reoccupied, the 9th Marinos were 
nm. poised to launch into the new AO (T.lJ3 B). 

Even though everything south of FSB SHILOH WEtS virgin territory for the 
9th Marines, the occupation of HENDERSON, TUN T~lVERN, e.nd SHILOH was only the 
half-way point in the "movement to the i.O" phase. 

On 21 January, the 2d Battalion, 9th Marines launchod into the new terr­
itory with the twofold mission of securing FSB tl1 (later namod flRl.zOB.") (GS 
1418) about 8 KM south-southeast of SHILOH, and of conducting saturation 
patrolling around the new FSB. With the exception of scattered small aDmS 

fire, the occupation was unopposed, and the work on the battery position 
started at first light on 22 JanUk>ry_ F03 R:~OR wes similar to, but tech­
nically more difficult than, the other FSB! s built by 2/12 in its previous 
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eisht months of mountain warfare. For one thing, trees 3-4 feet in diameter-­
the largest ever encountered in FSB operations to that date--had to be cleared 
from the position area. For another, a relatively I;ontle slope on one side 
of the new F8.'B, in conjunction with two hummocks of higher ground on the flEUlks 
of the battery position, made rapid clee,ring mora difficult than 1.,rould hE'-ve 
been encountered on a "typical" hill top FSB having procipi tous drops al" 
around. Nevertheless, Battery F was able to displace to FSB R.~OR on 2; 
Janu£,ry. Lat6r that se~e day, the 9th Yk~rines CP, (less then FSCC) displaced 
to Ri:..20R and occupied a gently-sloping finger on the northwestern end of the 
FSB, beyond the hummcck that flankod the north end of the battery posiJcion. 

"The 2/12 rDC advance party r~lso displcced. to R.t.L;OR on 23 January, but 
did not have an c[',sy time getting situated. Originally, the location of 2/12 
F.DC was planned for thl; westorn side of the hummock that flanked the south 
end of tihe battery position.. However, due mostly to the technical difficul­
ties mentioned above, the battery position was developed some\-lhat differently 
the.n origirw,lly conceived and with each of thE; che.nges, the infantry organ­
ization of the defense changed accore.ingly. ~:..t first light f after several. 
moves, the v/atch Officer with the 2/12 advance party found his FDQ situated. 
on tho infantry perimeter. With passage of FDC control originally scheduled 
for <mytimo after 0900, the IIflexibili tyff required in FSB operations appeared 
to be approaching elastic limits. However, hnving boon through a similar if 
not identical situation on other FSBl s , tho advance party rogrouped, relocated, 
got the forward FDC back in acticJU end Wf'.S ready to assume control by the time 
that the main body at VO] had to displaco f<rward. Centralized tcoticci and 
technical. control vIas maintained throughout this displacement. Llthough re­
tention of~tralized control during a CP displacement pl~ces a considerable 
strain on personnel p~ communications assets, it faci]1ntes fire support 
coordination, and proVides tho supportod commcnder with a greater array of 
responsive fire support. Conse~uently, the 2/12 FDC always retained central­
ized control on this operation ~as in all past operations since AUgust 1966) 
except twioe,w.hen it became absolutely necessary to decentrnlizeo . 

On 24 January, the same de,y that the 2/12 CP displaced to FSB Ri.,ZOR, 3/9 
Was securing COlC~V.;, ~ r9.zorback ridgeline some 1100 meters long ~ich was 
about 6000 meters southee.st of FSB R .. :..ZOR. This was the site of FSB #2":"la'tor 
named. "CUNNINGH.i:.M" (GS 1813)..-and. would beoome the hub of the Rction during 
the main attack. AdVance p8.rties from Nortar :Battery, :Battery D, and the 
3d Prov Battery accompanied 3/9, and work commonced on the battery pOSitions 
that Same day. 

From an artillery viewpoint, FSB CmmINGHj,M vfc,S l'.rgo enough for an 
intog::-c..tGd position for most of tho battalion, and all of the advantages of 
an integrated position were there: ease of command, control and communicctions, 
and--a most important consideration in this bO--onse of resup,ly. Being in 
the c,mter of the .t:J, an integrated pos:L tion at CUNNINGHi.M presented a simple 
solution to fire support requirements and fi=6 support coordination. The 
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main dis8,dvantage--the enemy's counterbattery capability--was still obscure. 
From the 9th Marines viewpoint, an integrated artillery position at c:mWINGILlM 
Was most dGsir~ble (if not virtually Dk~dntory) for a variety of sound 
reasons that boiled down to the simple fact the.t a maximum of 1;";0 FSB I s could 
be secured and defended at this stage in the operation. 

:Battery D and Mortar Battery displaced to CUNNIUGHl.M on 25 Jo,nuf\ry, the 
former from TUN Tl~VERN, the latter from VeB. Up until this time, tho 1 at Prov, 
13attery had remained at C • .LU, with the understanding that it would bo chc~':)ed 
for another mission as the 9th Marinos moved southwest out of its fano (Its 
fan extended to just beyond TUN T .. YERN). Now as 2/9 and 3/9 made frequonJ(, 
conte,cts with NV.~ elements, and it became manifestly clear that this op8ra.tion 
would not be a "dry hole lt , a request to retain OPCON of that batt8ry \-;0.8 

approved, end the battery advance party accompanied Battery D! s ms-in bod.;' ,;. 
into FSB CU:NNIlIGH~.M. 

1st Prov Ba'btery and 3d Proy (-) .. rere helilifted to FSJ3 CUH1'U~·:GJ:L..M o:t::. 
28 Janual."Y from C:..LU and FSJ3 s.:lILOH, rospectively, and whEln Battery E moved 
into CU]ijiINGH.M from SHILOH the following day, tho artillery position of 
"moye.inent to the .j~1I was completoco (T.li.B C) 

'By this time it hnd been decided that FSB #3 (nawed 1,~ERSKIlifE!l) '1O'Lllcl be 
loca'GEld about 4 KM southwest of CUNNINGH.!Jii, on Hill 406 (GS 1'D1610), and 
that it ',1ould be occupied shortly after the main attack commenced. This ' 
location w,',s selected to provide the req,uisi te 8 KM artillery fan for tho 
final objectives~ and would--when occupied by one of the Prov batteries-­
signific~tly improve the battalion: a counte.rbattery capability. On 2 Feb~ 
ruary, F/2/9 secured the ground for FSJ3 ERSKINE, but weather prevented 
further develo~ment of the FSB at this stage • 

.i~t this point in the operation, the infantry had been conducting satur­
ation paholling around th6 FSB's ana sccuring the-flanks of the AO. G/2/9 
was given the mission of securing CO K.. .. LLUYE, which doIJJ.inated the western 
flarJc of the ~~O. 1.s Golf Compe..ny commenced the rugged ascent on 1 Febru.a.l."Y, 
in bad wet.ther, it made sporadio light conte"ot with an enomy force of unde-:. 
termll11SU sbe, but the remainder of 'che asoent was rminly a battle against 
extre7nely rt:.gged terain and the elements. 

Onc€< Golf Company had secured the west€Jrn flank:, the 9th Narines would 
then be POi8E:Jd to cODuncnce the final phase of Operation D:b'\t-JEY C •• NYON--a' 
threc-prongod attack across the uppermost reach(.s of tho DJ..KRONG Valley 
and. into the rugged terrain on and ovurlooking the Laotian border. Two of 
the ob~ectives were a.stride the border, while the third was Tiger Mountain. 
(T.'.B D) 

Frora the start of DLi-JEY C~.NYON, t..'-le soarci ty of heavy lift helicopters 
(both USMC CH5)! s and U.S. i;;r:my CH47 1 s) had made it impossiblE> to achieve 
the Llitial stockage objectives for artillery ammunition at the FSBIs. The 
seriousness of this initial shortage w~s quickly magnified when cloud benks 
and b.::.d weather completely halted helicopter resupply operations during the 
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first 9 days ot Pebruary. Without ,the reserre that \tould have been on hfl..J:W. 
had. the initial stockage objectives lhileh aohi~ed before marginal weather 
set in, artillery firing had to be redJ.~ to a virtuAl standstill. From 
1-10 February, the battalion fired only 6,078 rounds-a.1:most exclusively on 
contact missions--and fired as few as 149 rounas one d~ (1 Feb). 

During this period, the infantry w,e forced to retraot and consolidato 
their forces, and to assume a modified defensiv~ posture 01060 to the FSB IS 

until h~licopter resupply operations could bring all olasses of supply up 
to minimum opera.ting levels. Golf Company Was ordered to link up with E/2/9 
nee.r tho foot of CO K,i .. L1""'UYE, and then both were to return to FSB R..zOR. 

vlater became a critical item on the FSB'a because the weather, though 
bad enough to ground choppero, brought relatively little rain for the first 
four or five days. Raincatches were oxtensively emplOyed, and patrols were 
sent from ~~e FSBts to collect water from streams in the valleys below. 
This la.tter recourse, however, consumed an inordinate amount of time and 
manpower for the amount of water oollected. 

Encmy-initiat8d actiVity, predictably, inoreased during this period of 
retrenchment. On 2 February, FSB CUNiUNGH~'J-1 reodved apprOximately ,0 to 40 
rounds of incoming from one or more 122mm guns. .tUthough one of the 1st Provts 
1'55rom howitzers was temporarily disabled by a near-hit, and the ~d Prov's F.DC 
was ~ut out of action by a direct hit, all units remained in action and re­
tur.aed fire continously throughout the incoming. 1st Prov's FDC immediately 
took on the duties of the 3d Prov F.DC, and the two batteries operated a joint 
:FDC until the lattor could be reconstituted. 2/12 units sustained 5 KIA 
(including 1 DOW) and 5 \.JI~~ in this action. j.fter this initial shelling, 
incoming at FSB CUNNINGH.~ continued throughout the operation at sporadic but 
freCluent intervals. Crater analyses, in conjunction with tentative sightings 
by ~Ots,indicated that the enemy guns were located in Laos just beyond the 
ma.x:iJnum range capability of the 155nun batteries at FSB CUN1l"1NGH.J1. 
. On 4 February t a water patrol from FSB CUNNIIDHliM was amoushed f and two 
Marines WIA (1 from D/2/12). Thereaft.er, we.ter patrols were discontinued. 
:By this time. however, there WM enough rainfall to provide drinking water. 

On 5 February ,coming back down CO K. .. 1EUTh, "Gil Company encountered 
he~.vy contact and took several casualties. From then until the linkup with 
E/2/9 WaB effeoted, at least one' platoon from all three light bc1tteries were 
laid continuously on that company as it made its heroio trek down the moun­
tain, surrounded by the enemy. The p:rogress of the Company could be followed 
on tho firing charts, as the forward. observer used all three battaria~ to 
oover the front, rear, and Ua.nks of the oompany all the way down the moun~aint 
a. !'box me in" on the move. 685 rounds were expended on these missions, one of 
Which lasted for 30 hours. 

By 10 Februnry the weather hod ole~red suffioiently for helicoptors·to 
move Battery F to ERSKINE. 1Jlle CP lOOved. by eoheloh to FSB CUNNINGHi:J1 the 
following day, . and the 9th Marines offensive once aga.in moved into high gear. 
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There w~re two basio ways that the objectives could have been t8ken: 
either a fast helicopter assault directly in-;-(I th~ obj'eotive areas, or a 
deliberate overland movement through tho rugged JUngle terrain. The CO 9th 
-Marines decided on the latter course of action tei: seVeral reasons, and 
fortunately so, for it WgS d.uring thoir overland (and iitphill) battle thnt 
the infantry battalions uncovered the enemyts caches. -~aptured his artillery, 
and killed his troops. The overland move, whieh would develop into what wa.s 
almost a olassical regiment-in-the-attaok, with three. bf'.ttaliens a,bro{:,st, 
rendered the enemy's significant .i ... ",. capability v:i.rtoolly useless--e.s evi­
danced by the fact that only one helicopter w~s lost to AL fire during the 
entire operation • 

.As elements of 1/9 and 2/9 moved out from FSB ERSKINE on 11 Februl"ry, 
they encountered a sizable enomy forco Which hed apparently been positioned 
to moullt a ground attack against tha.t FsB. Batteries D, E,F. Mortar Bt'..ttery, 
and the 3d Prey Battery fired 59 I11UM, 2 WP and 666 HE on the enemy force 
and l:il~ely escape routes. The onGmy withdrew, leaving 25 KL~, numerous weepons, 
packs, eqUipment and explosives behind. This contact was an indicator of • 
things to come. In the next 12 days, the ba.ttalion would fire, on the aver-: 
age, in excess of 5,000 rounds per day (and as IDal\V' as 6,187 in one day), 
with oYor 63% of the rounds being obset"ITed fires on targets of opportunitye . 

On 13 Febmary the 1st Pray :Battery displaced to FSB ERSKINE, and in a 
countorbattery mission on 15 February destroyed tho;first of the twelve 122m 
field guns that would be destroyed.or oaptured during this operation. 
JJ. though it was known by this time tha.t the incoming at FSB CUNNlNGHi.M cc:.me 
from two or more guns, the d~struction of this one ~ had an olectric effect 
on tl.Oral.e. (TAB E) . 

.i...t 0430 hours on 17 February, the enemy launched an attack against FSB 
CUNlrrNGH&l which featured a coordinated mortnr/sapper attack, with RPG's, 
concussion grel'k'\des a.nd satchel chare.. The Battalion FDa was d.a.m£tged by 
several bla.sts which scattered radios end FDC equipment; however, techni¢aJ. 
fire direction was automatically dece~rali~ed in accordance with standard 
instructions, and the battalion cont1JmeCl its mission without interruptton. 
Centralized control W[1.8 reeEr~a.blishoo. 1n about 30 minutes.. One howitzer in 
Battery E was knocked out of a.ction by a mortar round t but was evacuated and 
reple.oed the following morning. '3,270 rounds were expeJ:lded by 2/12 on self­
defense missions, targets of opportunity, suspect assembly areas and likely 
esoe.pe routes between 0430 a.Yld 0730, incluliing &)8 I,CIM. and 59 beehive 
rQUllds direct fire. In addition,reinforcing fires totalling 340 HE were 
fired for 2/12 by the ~iliVN 105mm. battery, liPcatod at FSB LIGHTNING (GS 2117); 
~(f 241.i IEn.'i nQg.il::.~nt had 8::1 :.0 on the eastern flank of the 9th Marines.) 
37 enemy KI~ were found within the position at first light. Casualties SUS­
tainod .Tere .3..xIA (including 2 DOW) and. 17 WIA. None of the sappers penetra.ted 
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the tiring batter,y positions. 
On 20 February, c/1/9 overran an !(Vil artillery position oontaining, 

among other things, two 122mm D-74 field guns. '!be positioning of these 
two guns, and of four 85mm guns that would be captured on 27-28 February, 
is interesting. l~l were in semi-fixed fortified positions facing e~st, 
towards the hoac'. of tho A SHAU valley. That WP.s the only direction they 
could fire from ~ositions. This would indicate that the enemy was expecting 
an operation focusoc. in the A SILi.U, 1.ny forces entering or leaving the 
northern end of the ';'·0 SH .. W would come under the fire of those g\Uls. There 
is evidence that the enemy tried to move this artillery into better posi tiona 
once the 9th l>1arinea 1 final objectives became clear, but by that time the 
9th Marines owned the road networks, ?..nd it w,-,s too late. 

Coinciding with the arrival of 3/9 in the area around Tiger Hounte.in, 
:Battery E displaced to the top of that mounta.in on 28 February and established 
FSB TURN.:.GE (GS 2508 ). This new FSB was opened primarily to provide a 
gree.t~r overshoot c.s;;ability for 3/9 opElrl:'.tions in the southeastern corner 
of the il.O, but 1 t had two e.ddi tional advantages: first, it provided a better 
be.lance 0:£ fire support throughout the 11.0, which would fecili tate future 
operati,ns, and secondly , it permitted further dispersal of the firing bat­
teries-.. 'Which was an important considarati,)n in view of the enemy IS counter­
battery capability. (TAB F) 

THE RErR •• CTION . 
By the end of February, the 9th Marinos had jUS"G about run out of reel 

estate in the llb'WEY C~.NYON l~O, and orga.n.izec:. o·.'posi tion by regular NV 1~ forces 
h:a.d virtually collap sed. It W['..s obvious that most of enemy troops not killed 
or captured had withdrawn into their Laotian sanctuary. There was evidence 
of, and scattered notivity from, small groups of enomy throughout the 1..0-­
IllOStly mortar crews--but it was also apparont that no further significant 
troop contacts would occur. 

Route 922 had been sucessfully intercicted; thousands of tons of the 
enemyfs fcod and medical supplies and ammunition caches had been captured 
and destroyed; the equivalent of two batteries 0:£ hie medium artillery (tv19lve 
122mm field guns) and one light battery (four 85mm guns) had been captured or 
destroyed, along with prime movers and e.lIlllD.l!li. tion trains; his under&round 
hce.dquc.rters, storngo cor.1;>lcx(ls.· and. trpop. qua.rtor·s, as well HS his forU:&iod 
po sillins, had been overrun and destroyed; and a significant portion of his 
AlJ.. potentia.l he,d been looLtcd and destroyed. In short, by 1 Harch, with the 
exception of a clean-up detail, the D~&Y C.JfrON mission had been accomplished 
and it was time to go else'Where. 

The original concept of Opere.tion DEWEY CANYON envisioned a Iflee.p:£rogging'f 
rErbraction from the i.O, with each element alwP,Ys under a protective <?.rtillery 
fan-just the reverse of the technique used to get into the 1~0. This would 
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have required about ten battery displecementea and, since a reasonabl~ level 
of Class 5 has to be oaintained at all times during the leapfrog me~Guver, 
it would entail E1.pproximately 25 her,vy lifts per oannon battery and 5 heavy 
lifts for }I1(ntar Ba.ttery, not including other nOI'Ill...'1l resupply lifts. If 
good weather prevailed throughout, and there were an abundance of helicopters, 
a le2,pfrog retraction could be accomplished in about seven days. 

As the operation drew to a close, however, sever8~ factors dictated a 
reappraisal of the retr ction plan. First, the weather showed no signs of 
improving; second, continuation of the operation throughout n retrr:ction phase 
would rec;uire an initial surge of apDroximately 100 heavy lifts of artillery 
Class 5 l120-150 rounds per lift) to bring on-position stocks up to appro­
priate levels. That this level of support would not likely be forthcoming 
was evident from the daily shortfall of normal Class 5 resupply during the 
le.st week of Febrmcry and in the first few days of ~1arch. For example, 93 
lifts were required on 1 March to sustain operations and 35 were reoeived; 
94 lifts were required on 2 VlE.rch and only 2 were received. Part of the 
sho~~fall wes due to intermittent ~~rginal weather; a large part of it was 
due to limited helicopter a3sets. Finally, the 9th ~fuxines were scheduled 
to relieve the 3d Yarines in the VCB-RockDile~Route 9-CnmLo AO so that the 
latter could partiCipate in Operation Mai~eerag, which vTe,s alrec:'.dy in progr6ss~ 

The fore{;,oing considerations clictc.ted a f[tster retracti:'n, with less heli­
copter assets, than a lQapfrog mn.n€;UVer would permit; consequently t plans were 
revised to lift all units directly to VCB without any intermediate stops, and 
with a minimum of Class 5. This required a delicate balance of firing vis-a­
vis weather and the possibility of resu~ply and/or retraction. It also meant 
that one battery had to retract without covering artillery fires. 

Over two months earlier, on Operation Dawson River i-lest, Mortar Battery 
had G.isplaced from VeE to LZ "Charlie" to cover the orderly retraction of two 
batteries from FSB Snapper. Since the !Jiortar Battery can displace very rap­
idly, using only 8 CH46' s (provided no Class 4 or 5 is carried), and since 
the 4.21f mortar provides excellent close-in support, it could cover both its 
own :;?osition nnd retraction of the last c:mnon battery from the same position 
or any other position within rQnge, and then be oxtracted with a minimum of 
effort end with minimum exposure to hostile action. iD.though it vlaS not· 
initic.lly planned to use the Hortar Be..ttery i.S just describ€;c1, the capabiUty 
to do so provided additional flexibility at this stage of the operation, and 
that ca~ability was incorporate~ in Plan A, whioh will be described ahortly. 

The retraction plan originally had 2/9 (-) scheduled to lift to VCB on 
3 March, and for 1/9 to lift to VeE on 4 March. ~ifter 1/9 w,s out, BattGry 
F end the 1st :Prov Battery (who had been covering the 1/9 portion of the J~O 
from 2.l'SB ERSKIlfB) could displace to VCB, and G/2/9 would close LRSKnilE. On 
5 March, 3/9 ( •. ) and Ba.ttery E would lift to VeB, leaving one company from 
3/9 at FSB TU!:ULGD as security for the iJRVN 105mm battery located there. On 
6 March the lillVN infantry would retract from their 1,.0 under cover of their 
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battery on TURN$E, and FSB CUNNINGHlJ1 would be eVQCU!!tted, all uni t s there 
going to VCB_ Finally, On 7 March the i:.RVN battery am the one company from 
3/9 wou~d extract from FSB TURN •• GE under the cover of fixed wing aircraft. 
and the retraction would be completed. . 

The first step in the retraction plan--the retraction of 2/9 (-)--went as 
scheduled. Everything else changed. The weather turned from mnrgil'k"'..l to bad. 
In addition, before clearing the D11,iEY C.JITON "~O, the 9tll Marines were tasked 
wi th the add-on mission of linking up with and extracting a Special Operations 
Group (SOG) that had been opcrationg adjacent to the ~ ... O. i. third deve1opr.cnt 
W2cS the discovLry of nddi tiena! caches in the eastern portion of thE. i.O that 
had to be exploited further. 

On 8 l>1arch, 1/9 commenced an overland movement to T • .M BOI mountain 
(GS YJ)2404) and FSB ERSKINE .. ras evacuated, with Battery "F" going to C • .LU and 
the 1st Prov going to VeE. T';'lO plans were develo~)ed (liN' & liB") for fur"t.1.er 
oper-:.tions in the i.O and. for retrG.ction, both of which hinged on whether or 
not 1/9 linked up with the SOG by 1300 hours 10 M..'1,l-ch. If they did, Plf'.n ''Btl 
provided for their extraction that day, follo\·red by the disple.cement of all 
artillery on FSB CUlOONGH.J1 to VCB bl;foro·thrk. Then' on 11~Mc.rch, K/3/9 WQuld 
have closed CUNNINGHl..N, after 1I1hich the ;J1.VN battery, Buttery E, and 1/3/9 
woulC':. be extracted from FSB T1J1ULGll and move to VOE under cover of fixed wing 
aircraft. Plan "A" provided for the displacement of Mortar .l3attery to TiM BOI 
on 10 JYIarch to cover 1/9; for the closing of CUNIrrNGH~.M as scheduled above; 
and finally for the employment of Mortar Battery as described earlier to cover 
the closing of FSB TtiRN.i~E;. 

1.. modified Plr:.n ";~II was imnlemented, which followed the SFJJIle general io.ea 
as the original, but which changed frequently as '</eathe.;:. and. other factors 
dictated. 

One of the factors which had i). si~ific(mt bearing on the techniques used 
in this retraction phn.se ~.as tho eneny s timing of rocket, mortar c..nd artillery 
attacks to coincide with the approach ef helicopters. The full array of ~is 
cape.bility "'c..s exercised for the first time during the evacuation ofFSB 
ERSKINE. It was kno~~ that the enemy would not normally fire his artille~y 
Or rockets unless his forward observer could observe the target area. The 
retrfwtion pl2.n for FSB CUNNINGHiJ>!, therefore, included aerial observers on 
station and a smoke screen between tho FSB apa lik~ly OF locationsp as well as 
for a program of mortar/rocket su:prE:ssion fires. 

The weather fi~~ly broke suffiCiently on ,15 ¥mrch to move Mortex Battery 
to Tl,}1 BOI, and to extract .2.11 !;l,rtillery from CUffirrNGH.:.M. Nonessential gear 
was left behind with a small rear echelon, to be broug.'1.t back as soon as 
weather QUd helicopter 2.vailabi1ity permitted. Helicopter appro2.ch [ilid retire­
ment 1211es had been estp.blishud. which permitted all battodes to fire a con­
tinuous smOke/mortar suppression program until the last gun WaS lifted outi. 
During their displt,cE:l:lents, the batt 8ries on CUNNINGH,.J:I fired over 1 ,000 rounds, 
includ.i.11g 547 rounds on 2.ctive missions and 389 rounds of lW/WP smoke for the 
smokescreen plan. 
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The ~ Prov Battery was lifted to roUG Hi. (GS YD2159), where it moved 
into a prep"red position adjacent to the 2/12 (Renx) headqu1'.rters c1"'..ntonment. 
and ended a 9-month period of continuous FSB o:,;)8rntions. This mOT e from 
CUNNINGHLM to DONG H~:. was ma(le entirely by U.S. iiXmy CH ... 47 ''Chinook'' hdicop­
ters, the first time that a CH54 "Skycrane" had not boen used to move the 155mm 
howitzer, and proved that dependence on the scarce CH54 1 s for 155mm battery 
IllOves is not always necessary. Under certain condi ti:>ns, the CH47 Ct'..ll lift 
the -co .. Tod 155 without any difficulty. Upon arrival at DONG Hl~, 3d Prov was 
chopped to 4/12. 

Following the departure of 3d Prav, Battery D displaced by platoCollS to 
VeB, 2J1.d occupii:.d a temporary position north of the VeB LS1~. With ell batteries 
excep-b two out of the D1MEY C .• NYON • .0, the Battalion F.DC decentr!?,lizecl JGcchni_ 
CI3~ control of Battery E and Nortar Battery, and moved. to VCB. To provic:'e fire 
support for those units still in the i.O, Battery E was given a mission of 
direct SUPi)Ort of those units, and te,ctical fire direction of Mortar Battm.7. 
'ill 1/9 and ,/9 units came up on a common COF net, and the 1/9 FSCC was given 
resj?onsibili ty for all fire support cocrclination in the .~O. 

To facilitate a smooth transition of fire support, to provide a socondary 
check for Battery E, and to give ]a~tery E the cap&bility to conduct a sec­
ondary technical check on Mort2,r :BattGry, the Battalion ".ssistant Operations 
Chicf end t;vTO mon were sent to TlJRN.,GE early on the morning of the 15th with 
addHional FDC and radio equipment. During the short time that t:-ds c'lecen­
tralized arrangement .. ms in effect; the two batteries fired in excess of 
2,000 rounds and accounted for 34 Nn KIi.(C), 18 secondary explosions, 6 
morte.rs silenced, and numerous bunkers 2nd fortified positions destroyed. 

Marginal weather dominated the execution of the retraction plan right 
until the end. The battery rear echelons and infantry security force that 
ha.d been left behind on CU1OONGH.<lH were extracted on 16 ¥.lP..rch with all their 
gear, w1d that FS] was finally closed. By this time, 1/9 had accomplished 
i ~s mission and 'VIas also ready to be extracted, but the weather dosed in 
again. 

To have followed the planned sequence of events thereaftQr in closing 
out the AO might have required more good we2.ther than it appeared to be 
prudent to depend upon. Therefore, when the area around TAM BOr started 
to clear on 18 March, CO, 1/9 decided to extract whatever could be lifted 
out, as weRther permitted. As a result, Mortar Battery was extracted first, 
and did not provide covering fires for the evacuation of FSB TURNAGE as 
pl~~~ed. Instead :Battery E covered the extraction, and was in turn covered 
by fixed wing. 

Battery E Wr?S finally able to CSMO at 1800 hours 18 J.'Iarch, and Operation 
D:EJvJEY C.A,llYON terminated [~t 2000 hours that da·te as the last helicopter 
touched down at VeB. (T.{B G) 
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:By 1:.1Jly criteria, Operation D1"WEY C..:1NY01J we.s an unqualified success. 
A reinforced ~~rine infantry regiment, with e~l of its supporting artillel1{. 
had been helilifted into an area sa remote that it had never been entered 
before by free world military forcesl;' In less than two months, despite 
weather vihioh hampered resupply for better than half that time t over 1,600 
of the enemy were killed, his operations in that arel? were completely dis­
rupted, his main resupply/infiltration route was interdicted, and hlUldroos 
of tons of his supplies and "Teapons were captured and destroyed, including 
ti'lel ve 122mm 1)-74 field guns and four 85lI'Jll field guns. 

HOI·rever ~ no post-operation report vmuld qe compl(;te without a "lessons' 
learned" epilogue. 1rJhile these are listl.)d in" dot:'..il on the follOtil.l1G ?~~,,()S; 
two deserve special attention: Class 5 stockago objectives, and coordination 
of the resupply effort. 

1. great dec,1 of thinking vwnt into the determination of Cla.ss 5 stock­
age objeotives, and positive assurance vTas received that these objectives 
could bo supported. l"ssurl:mce and performEillce, unfortunately, proved to be 
tvlO diffor.ent animals, possibJ.y beca.use enough command int~rest in these 
objectives had not been generatod c,t the outset. vlhen stockage objectives 
are established, it is L'nperative tha.t they be met and sus~(;ained from the 
outset, and that the ala.rm be soundod to tho highest interested cOmTIk~der 
when it £0?n~1:J£§. that the obj(;.ctiv8s will not be attained. Staff coordin- . 
a.tion has definite limits. Command interest nmst be generatOd and maintained. 

Ooordination of the resupply effort left much to be desired beca.use 
the effort itself, and the responsibilities for various facets of it, were 
fr%JTlented from the outset. j~ rr .. ~CLOG Group, comprised of rcpresentEctives 
of each command in the task organization, responsible only to the operation,.,. 
aJ. cOIlhiander, and hEwing absolute control of the overall effort, including 
helicopter assets, is a sine qua nOll for an operation of this nature. 
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Item; Defense of an FSB .-...- .... .-
~eE!l The following passive defense measures by artillery units will 

enhance adequate defense of an FSB: 
(1) Pl8~ self-defense illurr~nation, beehive, and IeM missions 

in coordination with the resident infantry unit cOmmR~der; 
(2) Noni tor the infantr;>' loc::l security net und lay wire to 

the infantry OF i 
(3) Emplace ~utometic weapons so as to not only perform their 

primary mission of protecting the immediate battery area, but also 
to complement the infuntry defense plan. ·A definite plan for em­
ploying automatic weapons in support of the infantry must be workod 
out with the inf&ltry commander; 

(4) PartiCipate in the infantry's security disciplines, i.e., 
"standj.ng to II, light & noise discipline, and above all, fire dis­
Cipline; 

(5) Eave a standing plan to provide 0. ret,ction force, linG 
fillers or replacements for any are~ around the L~ediate battery 
area; 

(6) Provide secure small a~~s storage/resup~ly points; 
(7) Hold school for infantry units on the yforkings of an artil­

lory unit, and on how to call for fires. 

There is a fine line between hoyt much the artillery must 2.ctive­
ly participate in FSB defense and when such partiCipation becomes 
detrimental to accomplis~ment of the aI'tillery mission. The resident 
infantry commander must understand that the artillery unit is there 
to shoot extillery and not to protect the FSB. It is the infantry's 
job to protect the Fs:Ll. BUt in the final analysis, the best over:r.l:I, 
solution depends on the 2JC10unt of professional understanding between 
the artillers c~d inf2ntry corun:illders, and the ~rtillery cODIT~1der 
must consta..-r:ttly work to improve this underst8-nding~ 
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,TlQ or Fpmer FriendlY Posi tiona Prior to ReGccupation 

One of the techniques for reoocupying for.mer friendly positions 
wi thout giving advance notice to the enemy is to stay completely 
awa:y from it, and then to prep the posi tionwi th both artillery €l.."'1d 
'l'.P~t s, using VT fuze, the night before the reentry. ~U though a oer­
tain peroentage of both air and artillery VT fuzes will maJ.fu.nction, 
artillery shells ",i11cB-use much less damage to fixed insta.llations 
than a. bomb if some of the fuzes i'unc-I;ion on impact. One bomo on 
FSB SHILOH destroyed two parapets, part of a third, and two runmo 
berms. The damage W,s not evident until the next morning--thc day 
of reentry--and a major realignment of engineer support had to be 
made at the last minute. Fortunately, a dozer was available and "'as 
fragged to Shiloh on one of tho first lifts in. This is not usually 
possible. 

Lessons learned or Recommendation: 
• If a position has some fixed installations, such as parapets, 

"m.ich should be preserved, TPQ's should not be planned on former 
positions the night before reoccupation, even if VT is to be used. 
If for some reason a TP:~ is essential f the rella.bili tation pls.l1 
should include a bullQozer and engineer support to reconstruct all 
fixed installations prior to reoccupation. 
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Del;neat;onot R~sponeibil~ties and Autno~ ;n Devel2R~~ £f 
A Eire Support BAse 

C01nmentl In the a.bsenoe of a. directive from a. common higher a.uthority 
which delineates the respective responsibilities and authority of 
artillery and infantry cOIllI!U1Jlders on an FSB, some misundorst2.Ilding 
may occur between the battery cOmmander(s) tasked with building 
artillery positions and the infantry battalion commnnder tasked 
with overall responsibility for the FSB~ 

The keystone to the rapid and proper development, smooth daily 
operations, and successful defense of a fire support base is person­
al liaison and professional understanding between the artillGXlJ D..ntl 
infantry cOlllI1l<.'Ulders. This perso1".al [',pproach hl',s certain limits·, 
however, when one of the two conunanders is senior by two grudee and 
there is a lack of exp·erionce or understD.l1ding on the pcu~t of one 
or both of those cornn~ers. 

LessOl\~ Leemed or RecoID]ile,udD.tion: 
J»·.division-lcvcl directive would be appmpriate for rofel:enoe, 

as needed~ 
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Itsu ptCOming Trenches 

Comment. The use of a back.hoe to dig incoming trenohes l~liP after • 
arrival of the Battery recon party should be done Whenever possible. 
lhese trenches, if properly situated, Cell double as personnel 
staging areas far the LZ. 
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~ Positioning of Resupply Pad~ on FSB's 

C0mment: ~ere was a significant amount of mutual interference between • resupply operations and artillery firing during this operation. 
Class 5 resup~!ly choppers had to toke advantage of wind direction, 
and this was often along the long axis of the gun line. Check firing 
for resupply choppers is not only unacceptable; in contact missions, 
it cannot be done. On the other hand, it is equally unacceptable 
to either have the choppers wait for un opening, or divert to another 
FSB. 

}fuch forethought must be given to the positioning of a~tillery 
Within fire support bases so as to permit continuous resupply of 
Class 5 externals, and wheels-down landings, without check firing. 
This will require at least two things: more LZ's, and a. prior know­
ledge of the prevailing daytime winds at the proposed FSB location. 

Lessons learned or Recommendation: 
• I I ( 1) Lay the requir~lllent on the cognizant command or staff to 

provide low-level wind information for a 5 EM radius around proposed 
FSE's. -

(2) Ensure that the required engineer support and prioit1 of 
effort for additional LZ's and. pads is understood, approved and 
arranged in the plru1ning phase. 

(3) Organize the engineer effort when building FSE's so that 
there are sufficient alternate LZ's and resupply pads, considering 
the prevailing winds, to reduce the mutual interference described. 
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Comment." ~e importanee of deep and well-reveted ammo berms was reper.tly 
poin:i;ed out during DEWEY CANYON. In several instances Class 5 was 
protected from direot hits from artil18r,y and RPG's by the retainer 
walla built at the ends of linear bulldozer-dug berms. 

~ere are never too many of these berms. Many times, Class 5 
will be diverted from one FSB to another because of weather, inCOffiioo __ 

ing, etc., and will cause an ove:;:'flow condition unless there are 
extra berms available. 

Receiving berms Should be constructed adjacent to each pnrapet 
for ammo which is to be broken out and placed in ready bunkers. 

Since quantity-distanco safety criteria cannot be adhered to 
on an FSB, extra measures are reqUired to keep all runrno well-proteCited. 
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The numbe~ or ca.sualties sustaJ.necl might hcve been reduced if 
all 'batteri •• had illcoming holes within the para.pets. These holes 
provide some measure ot protection tor the gun crews between miss­
ions, particularly during tiring ot a. counterbattery program. They 
are not a substitute tor, nor do they serve the same purpose as, 
fighting holes outside the parapeta. 

Lessons learned. or Recommenda.tion I 
That consideration be given to having inooming holos within 

para.pets Whenever possible. 
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~~n.t!. Arr:r FSB, by virtue of the relatively large concentxation of 
explosives, POL, and other flar i1mables in a very 'small area, is a pot­
ential disuster area.- Numel'ous fires were e:x:perienced on this 'opera-

,tion. One of them spread to an area containing approximately '100 
rounds of 105LlIJl HE a.",a.iti~ b'OD disposal. The resv~ting cool:cffs 
closed the Faa to choppers, al'ld put two batteries out of ac'cion (so 
that personnel could take cover) for sev~ral hours. Other brucll fires 
on the !~eriphery of battel.'"Y areas, started by incoming and trb fla.res, 
interrupted firing as 'cannoneers had to be assigned to fight them. 

Propellant fires are particularly violent and hazardous, and 
require a large volume of C02 as soon as possible. ,Only the 150-1b 
hand-cart extinguiooer Hi thcriension hose is considered aLcCluate 
for this type of fire. They are not, however, available in sufficient 
q:uantity. 

One problem "ri th aU fire extinguishers is that they hav-e 'bo be 
sent all the way back to Dong fia for recharging. Since there are not 
enough extinguishers on hand to start Hi th, the excessive round-trip 
travel time compounds an alreooy-serious shortage. 

Lossons learned or Recommendation: 
- ( 1) The brush and undergro\<rth cloared from the top of an FSB 

will e~entually burn, so it should be burned off at the first o~por~ 
tunity--preferably before the battery moves in. Regardless of ,.hen 
or how it will be burned off, it should be pushed as far dovm the 
side of the FSB as possible, to reduce the hazard of sparks i~~1iting 
anything on top of the FSB. Fibers and ammo boxes thro\-1Il ave;:: the 
side will also eventually burn, so they should be burned continuoulsy 
undor controlled conditions, preferably in an area well away from 
helicopter approach and rotirement routes. 

(2) One 150-pound mobile e~tinguiSher Should be authorized for 
each ~ section. 

(3) Refilling/rechargil~ facilities for fire extinguishers should 
be located at forvard areas. and qualified inspectors should visi.l~ 
FSBls on a routine basis. 
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Comment, 'l!he battalion was prepa.red to communicate with HF-SSB equipment, 
and a. shot was activated because of the initial difficulty with VHF­
EM. Tho frequencies assigned were 3925 KHZ and 9300 KHZ. The station 
in Dong Ha had loud and olear communications with the stations at 
Vandegrift Combat Base and ESE Cunningham but the latter two stations 
could not talk to each other. When VHF-PM communica.tions improved 
(with discovery of the best frequency range), the attempts to estab­
lish a HF-SSB circuit were abandoned. It was learned later that the 
9th Marines had. successful comm on 5050 KHZ. 

Lessons learned or Recommendation. 
When employing the AN/PRC-47, several frequencies should be 

obtuined Which cover the entire HF band. 
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Itcia: VIiF frequency problems -
Commsnt: . Due to the large distances between the fire support bases and 

logistical support areC'.s, it was often difficult to communicate ,dth 
the VHF-:EM familty of equipment. During the hot hours of the day, 
conununications were poor and a relay stations had to be used. It 
was found that the range 48-52 MHZ was the best: bdow 48 NHZ there 
W,",-S too much interference from aircraft, above 52 J.ViHZ the signal 
faded as described above. 

Lessons learned or Recommendatation: 
Fre(].uencies in t~ddle uf the be.nd should be assigned to the 

nets wld.ch hr;v8 stations separated from ef.ch other by ll1rge distonces 
or by~ain features which interfere with olectrical lino-of-sight. 
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CommeI\t.= During the attack on FSB Cunningham all computer hot lines ba-
ti'leen the batteries were cut by incoming, end~the battalion had to 
shoot dcccntrclizod until F.D communications were reestablished. 
Radios had been set up at the computer table in the F.DC with pre-
set frequencies J and the standing instruction was that the F.D nets 
would be activated whenever land lines wero out. However, it took 
at least 15 minutes to get all batteries up on an F.D net. ~e 

source of the delay varied from net to net. The lesson learned is 
that there is no way to guarantee a smooth transition of alternate 
means of communications in an emergency situation. However t frequent 
practice in reestablishing communications under simulated emergency 
conditions will prob~lly ensure better results than if no practice 
is held. 

Lesson le,arned or ReconunendatiolU 
Daily drills in alternate comm plans, involving simUlated lossee 

of equipment and personnol, be incorporated in F.DC drills. . 
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~ Long-rapge Conmn.mications 

Comrnen.i! Using a whip antenna o.nd an ilN/PRC-25 radio, Battery E conun-
unicated loud and olear from F8B Turnc1.go on Tigor: Mountain to 
V~~1degrift Co~bat Base, a distance of over 47 KM. 

Lessons learned or R8c9mmendatio~t 
Elevate your antenna. 
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It was found that a technician on a fire support base can 
significantly lossen down-time on a variety of equipment. At one 
time, Headquarters Battery had 6 AN/PRC.25 radios dOl'm, of whioh 
the technician was able to repair 5. Using a soldering iron 
(powered by a small 300 watt generator) and a. multiJneter, loud­
speakers, handsets, coaxial cable connectors and sound equipment 
were repaired on the spot t thereby a.voiding lengthy evacuation of 
essential items. 

Lessons lea~ed or Recommendation: 
When possible, a radio technician should be assigned to a 

battery on each fire support base during extended operations. 
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Back-up Communications (Wire) 

COJDPlM:!:J In the mids"i of the ground attack a.t FSB CUNNINGHAM, it was 
neeessary to lay wire line between two cf the ba.tteries so that one 
of them could reestablish land line communications "Tith the battalion 
F.DC • 

. Les,s.0l1 .I:ep;p.ed or !te.C?.ommenda. tio1\: 
In aO.dition to the normal primary and alternate wire lines 

between senior and subordinate units, all units on an F5B should 
be interconnected by primary and a1 ternate ,'lire lines. Improve­
ment of land line communication options, like improvement of a 
battery position, should be oontinuous. Of equal importance is . 
the requirement that "dre dia.grams be updated whenever changed, 
and that the full array is revieued and understood by all officers 
and NCOl s--not just the oommunioators. 
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3 ~t:.AC : je 
SEa: 
5 lby 19G9' 

vlire cOIDT!1unications between ~ts on FSB .cIJNJ.U:NGHJ,M were dis­
l."ll.pted daily, either by inc<lIDing Q)! b:r .t'1r~. 

~SsOI~ ~.:qJ.E?.Ch. or Rec0'Wl.~.$l.l 
A simple method for protecting land lines from both fires and 

inco~ing, and for ffipjcing the location of breaks easy to spot, is 
cove~' the entire lingth of all wire lines ,vi th one layer of sandba.gs. 

28 

DECLASSIFIED 
j, " 



Item: -
COIDm§1lt: 

DECLASSIFIED 

3:EAC :je 
SER: 
5 l<by 1969 

Mail/Courier and passenger serviee was unifoxmly poor because 
weather/limited helicopter asset8 placed an extremely high priorit,y 
on resupply requirements (particularly artillery Class 5 resupply). 
and almost all pilots operated under the unwxitten policy that they 
oould not ca:cr.y both passengers and external heavy lifts. The 
asoumption that an exteL~~ heavy lif~ utilizes all of a cho?per's 
load capacity, and that one passenger \d th a bag of mail would be 
the proverbid straw, is simply incredible in 99.9% of the cases. 

Lesson Le~ed or Recommendation: 
( 1) Tlk'l. t' all h-;o.""V:; lift resupply ohoppers be ji0nni tt0d ~to ·;;~c 

one passenger with each lift . . 
(2) That helicopter prioritie& be revised so that no couriers 

or passenger will ,<tai t more than one day for transportation to ox 
.from an FsB. 
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Item: Smoke Operat1ol\s , 

COfll;-:ilfM2,t; Smoke '·1[:,.S used. ve~:y sucbess!'ully ,to screen li'SB CUillrIHGH .. :'I:i'j, fro:u 
d:i,rect observation during tH.e retr::,cUon phase. Suspect opts "lore 
1000:(;00 throughout B..ll arm~ of several thOl.!.SF..ntl square mete:cSl to '[;;'10 

sotlthwc~t, cnd could not be individU<.~l1y ecro811oo., so the scree:l '.::.8 
plaJme<i on a ridGelihc 2 KN \1'cst.eO'Lrt}11:rest of the FSB. A scrGC.Q1 250H 
high by 2500U long ":",8 built up on t.1.tat rid.t;'cline. using 25<:l tP a.:ld 
121 He. It \la.s effective for about t..~ree hours, b;. which time z;"oke­
lr.ying aircraft had been scrnmbled to contim12 the ccreen. 

For some reason, the \1],) hung lOller tmd lD.otcd longer "'''ht'.1l ex­
}?ectcd. He \-li.'.S used mainly to full ffaps in the',.P. 

The mission Wi~S obse.:.ved by one of t.'lC bt'.ttel.'"Y communde.:.:s il1-
volved in the firing, ,,'ao Was authorized to make a.4ju.stm.£>11.tS i;.: firing 
data to achieve ~le desired effect. Decentralization of t~e miasion 
in this r.anne.r ensured timely good results. 

Lesson Leuxned or Recommendntion: 
..• ( 1) ~e prope;c mix of V.,rp and He cannot be accurately [Ol'ooast 

ill advance I nor ~lOre the tables contained in field manuals of 1ltU.C;l 

value in plannint.; this soo:e screen, even BS a guide. 
" (2) If at all possible, the mission s:lOuld be observeci. ;' .. l1cl 

completely controlled by the bat·~exy firing the screen. This .1ill 
Give the best screen \-1'1 th the le,~st expencl.i tw:e of smoke. 

(3) To scree.."'1 an Fs;.! from distant observe.tion t plan the smo::,:c 
o~ some clooe-in terrain feature. 
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J.l. Losses sustained by the enemy : 

1. 

2. 

3. 

~ .. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

f') 
u. 

Personnel: 
1627 Ia,,~ 

5 ~)Oll 
8 lJLT 
2 G:>{IEU HOI 

Motor Transport: 
84 Vehicles 

J3u.nkers/Structures: 
1000 

'IIeapons: 
1223 Sf. 
243 CSH 

26 Eortars 
S6 .l~J,. ': ,: eapons 
12 122mm Field GllilS 

4 85mm Field Guns 

.:lIlnl.o: 
690,598 s~~ RdEl. 
63,012 Mortar Rds 
28,286 Lt. Rds. 
7,530 HO·..!jGUD Rc1.s. 

14,800 ~CGI s 
60,429 Grenacles 

2,920 Eines 
1,027 Rockets 

9. COllli"'unications elluipment: 
5 Hadios 
1 Switchboard 
2 Nul tio)lexors 
2 Field phones 
6000 ft. of cor.nmL1i:.;o.tio:as HIT 8 

2,998 Hecoilless rifle Hds. 

Explosives: 
1,910i:!- lbs. 

POL: 
2,750 Gal. Feul 

370 Gal. Grease 

Food: 
228,7)01bs. 

, 
,; 
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DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 3 :L..:'.C :je 
S:ill: 
5 M3.Y 1969 

B. SUJ.:'Veillanoe of L.rtillery russions (includec"i. in the tetals given in 1. 
ab.ve). 

1. PersOl'Ulel: 
172 IIT~~ 

5 '\{[i. 
90 :'robable raJiljIJ~ 

2. Bun.~ers/Structures: 
116 :Junkers 

1 House 
2 Structures 

3. Secondaries: 
157 

4·. V !ill.ioles: 
6 Tl."'Uoks destroyed 
4· 'l'rucks damaged 

5. ":.'ea-po ns 
2 122mm D-74 Field g~s 
1 82mm liortar 
1 50cal 

6. lI1iscellaneous 
1 Cave 
1 ::?werline 

c. Losses sust~ined by friendly forces. 

n. Losses sustained by artillery units (inoluded in the totals given in C 
ao.ve) 

8 lIT;. (including :; DOr] 1 s), and 58 ·'I1. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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