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2d Ba.ttalion, 12th Marines 
9t1S Mal:ine .Amphibious Brigade, EMF 

FPO San Francisco 96602 

~31~69 
Commanding Offioer 

3cJDMtje . 

sm 11fM]l at '" 
12 August 1969 

To: Comma...'1.dant of the Marine Corps (Code .A03D) " . 

!1j Commanding GeneraJ., 3d Marine DiVision (Rein), ]MF '\ 
2 Commanding General, III Marine Alnphi bious Force 

Via: 

~ Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Paoifio 

SUbj: Oommand Chronology for period 1 July to 31 July 1969 

Ref: (a) MOO 5750.2.4. 
(b) Jl'M]'pACO 5750.8.4. 

Encl: J(1) 2d Battalion, 12th Marines Commend Chronology ,for the 
period 1 July W 31 July 1969 

1. Enclosure (1) is submitted. in accoxdance with references (a) and. (b). 

Rapor .' ~ 

Copy to I CG, 9 t.'1 Y.t.AB 
CO t 12th ~rarines 

Downgra.dod at 3-year intervals; 
Decla.ssified after 12 years 
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.P.utT. I 

ORGiiNIZATIONllL DATA 

1. DESIGN.t~ION 

2d Battalion, 12th Marines L'1'OOL C. J. IaLLEEN 050163/0802 
USMC 

SU,"]ORDIHm VNITS 

Hg. Btryt 2d Battalion, 12th Marines 

Bat-Gery 1t1)", 2d Battalion, 12th Marines 

Battery nEt'. 2d Battalion, 12th },Iarines 

:Battery "Fft, 2d :Battalion, 12th Marines 

CAPT C. F. NORTON 080524/0802 
USMC 

1STLT G. E. HODGE 096071/0802 
USMC 

Cl:?T H. O. B1JtN1JM 08426 2/0802 
USMO 

CiU?T K. K. UPDWlGROVE 084249/0802 
USMC (1-10 July) 

CJlPT T. S. HUTCHINSON 094820/0802 
USMC (11-23 July) 

Cl.:fT J. R. PARKER 083599/0802 
U::MQ (24- 31 July) 

Mortar Battery, 2d Battalion, 12th Marines 1STLT D. P. SKILES 010;80:;/0802 
USMC 

'2. z.ec8¥t~ 1-31 July 1969, RVN 

, .. ~ 
Exeoutive Officer 

5-1 

2. 
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l1AJ R. H. LEDET 063172/0802 
US!«: 

CAPT N. W. ONll1EN 0963~/01:;O 
VlHl 

1STLT H. L. PRICE 0105231/0802 
USMCR 
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8-3 

8-4 

Liaison Officer 

Ordnance Officer 

SUpply Ofi'icer 

Motor Transportation Officer 

Communications Officer 

4. It.VER.A.GE MONTHLY STRENGTH ... 
USMC - USN -on ENL 

35'414 
OFF ENL 
~17 
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1<'UJ J, :.e. MCl~~ii. 0786 26/0802 
USMC 

ClofT C. F. NORTON 080524/0802 
U5to'!C 

1 STLT L. S. Wli.RDL01tl 0104823/0002 
USMC 

WO O. L. 'SERGENT 0105810/2020 
USMC ( 1-23 July) 

M/ar:/SGT c. H. STERLING 1010201/0891 
USMC (24-31 July) 

1STLT H. J. PElrERSON 0106012/;002 
UK 

1STLT R. R. SIMSON 0104775/:5502 
USMCR 

1STLT R. BRYSON 0105878/2502 
USMCR 
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SER.: OJIII'lZ'Cr 
10 Aug 1969 

1. 9-il_ne~~l Oveme\l oPt all APti;Q.tie~.t The month of July "vlaB pr.i.mari1y 
conoerned "lith emba.Tkation. J3a.tter,y "Elf provided direct suppart fires from 
2-6 July in support of Operation utah Mesa'; and :Battex:y "JI" fired in support 
of o-peratiol1 L"tab. J:1esa from l...a July, Batte!jl' nFl' also sUIY:;orted Operation 
G8or~'d.8, lIar, 9-23 July 'U.'1d.er Opoon .,/12. 

The cli.sposi ticn of the batte,lion 8,t the openil\'5 of the repo:r:til"l9 period 
Has as follo'l·rs: 'l'l'.8 CP, Mer'car :Bat-cery, and Bat'~ery liD" at Dong Ha. (YD21-
7598); Battery ItEIl at VeE (XD98649~); Bat':;ery "F" at F813 Tenaru. On 1 July 
:Battery !tEl' '.,-as relieved one gu..11. at a time at VOJ3 to insure continuous fire 
support of the VCB!FSJ3 Elliot Complex and surrounding area. On 2 July, 2/12 
advance party left fO~7 Old.na.\,f8.. On 2 July, Battery "E" helilifted from VeE 

. to FSB Spark (XD869236) and \'fe.s ohop'led -1;0 5th Ba.ttalion, 4th Artillery by 
,/12. On 6 July, OpOOl1 of Battery "Ell ,"laS ret'U.:rned to 2/12. :Battery liZ" 
',Tas helilifted from FSB Spark to VCB 8.11.0. 'Proceeded on to Dong Ha by convoy 
"There it stooel dCJ'\-rn in prelx'ratiol1 for el11b2Xk£~tio.n. ' 

On 8 Jnly, BEtteJ:y !tF"- "Tas he1ilifted from FS] Tel1.aru to Ca Ln. Operat­
ion Utah !-Iesa terminated. p,l1d Operation Georgia Ta:c opened. On 9 July, Opcon 
of Bat-tery "PI pas:'ed from 5th :Batt2.lion, 4th . .IlrtUlery to 3/12 foJ:' defense 
of veE and Sl.u::::~o,~.ndi.ng areas. 

By 10 Jl)~:.r, trhon ~ao,t-i;ery "DII and 1-1ort£tr Batter,rts adve,nce parties 1ef'~ 
for Okirk"nra, Batteries rtI{Q,II, "D", "EI!, a..l'l.d 1-Iorlar :Batter.! ,Tere all in Dong 
lIa prepi'\:cir>.g for embi'xkation. The Embarkation of 2/12 'Has to be accomplished 
by brea1d.ng the butcaliol1 into three increments corresponcUp.{j to :Battalion 
Landin;'; rEcanls, (J3Vl' t s) • The l3atteri as \lOuld leave (X) lUltXY '.n tIl the same in­
fantry batt::.li011S that they e:ntered Rnr i:Q th in 1965. B8.t'~eries "D" and 
MOl'to.r Battery lecwe ~,!i tb. BLT 1/9. Batteries "En and "HQ" Hi t11 HQ; 9th ' 
~Ia.rines and BLT 2/9. Ba:ttery "FIt e.l'J.d Battery flL", 4/12 would l€lBve \lith J3LT 

- 3/9. These 1,1.r.:i ts ,,[,wId. be the n;:~clel)£ of RlO!·gimonta1 Lr.'U1.ding Tea.m 9, (llLT-9). 
An aver2~;:e of t;J.X'8C ueeks w,s giVE:m to e:::.o11 t);'ttery tOu~.$·'r.re for em-­

barkLtion. T11is tir.le :)eriod uas fOlmc1 '~o be in ,"xces, of • ,TaB actually 
needed. 1\;0 vTeeks is 31J.fi"icient tine fol' C1 battery to prep: re for embarka­
tion. Genern11Y9 the 1,lo;,.''J. for embe,rkation uas -to have an advance :party pro­
oecd, via air tran.sI>ort~'7,tion, to :!)reparo Crt:;lp Hame on Okina,'ra and to insure 
smooth oocupation once tho: main bodies arrivcl. '~e batteXi~s were broken 
into t,"10 gXC\lpS. One croup cO;lsistiJ¥:'; cf about t,-renty-fi ve percent of the 
persor .. ne1 uho ,wv~d go ;;,0 Da JJ8.:.ng a'1d embark Hi th the .. cor:r:espondi~ infantry 
batta.lion ancl the rest of the battery ui th all vehiclos 1mulcl move to Cua 
Vic-I; b~r river for cLlbarkp.tion aboard LSTf s • Since all ve'J.cles had to be 
iTaBbed do-,;n priQr to 'boElxdinc' the LST; at least one clay had -to be allolled 
for vTf;l,sllil1g. 
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On 12 July, eost of Battery ltD" a.nd Mortar :Battery moved -(;0 Cua Viet. 
Th(~ next day, 13 July, 'che rest of the persormel of :Bat eery "D1f and Mortc.r 

'lei't from Dong Hi:1- for Da Nang to embark on the USS Paul Revere. On 14 .July, 
Battery IfD" and l!ortar Battery departed RVn aboard the USS Sedgwick County 
LST 1123. CO 3m Harille Division took Opcon of :Battery "D" and 110rtar J3at­
ter:r and CO 9th Hc1,rine Jllllphibious :Brigade (9th MA.B) assumed Adcol1.. 

On 23 J::ly, the 1aE-it of 2/12's bat<:eries still' operational i'las to stand 
do,m. 2/12 regained Opeon of Battery "F" and the battery retuxnecl to Dong 
H8. from Ca Lu by motor convoy. 

On 24 July, the second e10nont of 2/12 \'18oS to begin its actual embark-
ation follOi,'ling the sa.me sequel tkt had proved successful before.' :Bat'ceries 
Ir.ti.~.n and liE's" advance pzrties departed RVU for Okina~;"a on 24 July';' personnel 
of' Eat'ceries "El" a.nd "fIQII oonsti tatirJg a:')ont tuenty peroent of ·the batteries, 
departed for Dc, Nang on 1 AUgust,. and <.lc:i?arted Irani RVN .la.ter +bat d~. ~ . .oa 30 
July, the rest of the persol' .. nel and all of the vehicles of "HQ," and E"B.a.t~es 
~ e t.t. for 011B. Viet by river. On 31 July, "RQ." and "En Batteries dGptl.X't.ed 
RV1f aboG.rd the USS Sect'ITick County 1ST 1123 and the USS Park County LST 
1077, respectively. 

At the close of the reportil~ period, only one battery-of g!l2 remained 
in RVlT and it uas non"operatiol18.l.. During the ,criod, 2/12 had no batte;ries 
Cyeon to it that ,-;ere o:?e:r·ational. Four Ba.tter::'es of tIle Battalion "lere pre­
pared for embarkation "Ii th s'llXprising speed and no problems. By mid-August 
the remaindor of the battalion stonld be embarked for Okinaua. 

2. .9.91i1f1~nd Re~ti.o1l€.. '.~hroughout the period, 2d Battalion, 12th ~Iarines 
V13..8 lll1der th·", operational a:.l1d 80drunistrati ve control of the 12th Marines. 

4. J.n.~]J,J....iI!~",'l.9..Q.. I;. search conducted arotmd FSB TeXl£;cu (.x:D823254) on 4 July 
I,roduced, amo:r.g other Hons, 48 DH-lO cla;,rmore mines (Ru.ssian, lO .. pound type), 
the mines vTere 81':1)1acod by personnel, hro of \·;-llich tlera killerl by direct . 
f1re of Battery "F" bofore the 'une c')I)1d be detonated. 'rhe mines Here ar­
ra.nged in a cor.i'iglll'atiol1 11.0t seen bofore. 1 .. sandbng' like sack filled ... ·,ith 
dirt had one !:'lin€! [:.t·i;8oched to th,:; botJcorn. and another nlil'le plo.ced flat on top. 
Four i,arlboo epli ts "<fore evenly spccced [.:roemel tlus stack, Dnd the 'thole pack­
dlse uas held tODothor ';r:Lth '.-lire. 'l'he :pack£:~?:e ,:ras l)le,ced in a hole, six to 
seven i.nches deop. !men .enplaced, tho IJD.ck900 ~'Tas inclined ;)t 2J1 anglo of 
a:pl'roy.inatel~{ 45 c.ec;:eoes tOiTe;rd the te.:re:et area. Fusing consisted of an 
electric b1c,stiY\"; Of.'!,}) ;,n the ]m·rer m'.no ar2.cl a pull ... friction delay (4"5 seo) 
fuse on the uI'pel' mi~le. '{he:1 employed, the 1m·rer mine is detol1a:bed, pro .. 
pelliDg' the upper mine to,/Etrd the target. The fuse on the upper mine is 

5 -
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

3:JIlM:je 
8m: 0311 ZUttt 
12 Aug 1959-

acti vated at a point be"/;ween threrj to ten feet from the ground. Thi.s is ac­
COtl})1ished by tyilJg a. length of stril\?,' to the upper fuze pin and securing 
the other end to the ground. Four to five seconds after pin extraction, 
detol1~ttion of the second mine oocurs. 

At PSB TCl1aru, the mines \oj'ere err\~loyed in tilO separate strings. T::e first 
stri.l'C \Ie,S approx.i.mate1.'l 100 ya:ccls from the perimeter and oonsisted of 16 
mine pe,cl;;ar~es li.i11wd together. '1';20 second strim .. ras 20 feet behind the first 
gnd. c0nsistod of oi."'ht pnOkl'lg0s. 'l'.h.e strings i;mre to be fired so thA,t all 
iCincs in 8. particular string \Tould go off siT.lultaneously. The strings were, 
i nd opendont of GaCh other. The DII-lO mine has an effoctive rG~e of 150-
200 yn.:r:ds 8!-58inst infa.ntrsmsn. It is believed that the mines a.rc employed 
in this manner so that air bursts !;lay be obtained. This "Tould prove erlrem~ 
Gly effective 2gBj,nst ~lelico~tej:s in or approacP.ing an LZ aJld personnel. 

5. ~bera~. Duxil'~ the: nonth of July, 2nd Bati;alionts ItEll ana. "Fit :Bat­
teries vle~ce· involvGd in Olleratic)l1 Utah Mesa. 

6. Rf?pm ts __ Qj .. o-.J;J..e~tjo1.l-.2.. 
~. " 

. 
b. Casual·aos sustained • ., WIll. .. .. ~ :. 

c. Eq tll pment • l{o~ 

8. l.!.o.:;1.,.ctj.o§.. T1:.e entire nl'mth i;e,s completely direoted to redeployment 
and embarkation. l .. Hhol:lgh the first t':10 battories, "D" a..rlo. l>lortax ,,,ere 
not schcdLl1cd t;o debark lmti1 rlid-n;mth, they ,vere ready before the fourth 
do,y of the f:lcmth. OperatiO!.l pla.n..'1 issued to the battalion had directed ·th.?!; 
tho i.1c~t vronld sail for Oldl1mra at TIE s/:;cu~r1a:'.'dfl, ccnsegy.ently, it Has 
hoped th2t iTe i'Tou1cl 1~8cei vo -;11e six 1'135 trucks 'Te 'TeTO short. Tl1is 11.Opc , .. ro,.s 
CLissolYoo. before the mcnth 1'TC'.S t\,ro cla.ys old .sJ1d C1.'eatod n problem of trans­
portil'lg" tho ccx~;o thE>;l; ~:lOuld hs.ve ·boen cex:l'iod by theso six 1<135 trucks. 
DeS])1i.:8 the -Cruel;: shortage, arl.d after mobile loading the first tiro batterieSt 
it was determined tlle,t a.ll firinc batteries could load all their oqllip .. 
mont onto six or less H35s. The on1;y- t:!..'o.!lsportr'tion problem \rllich :)osed 
a.rry difficulty uas the bulk of spare parts ",nO. supplins held ~)y batta.lion 
sl.'.)ply, motor transport and mess gear. T>is cargo a.mocmted to S'->rlC seventy 
pallets, weir;hiTIg a}?T)ro~d!!1.c"1t ely 139 tOilS. Tlus bulk \·ras anticipated and to 
alleviate t:10 inconve:r.ience of not nobile lOllding these pa.1l0tD tit "'as 
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thou;:;ht that sp~oce .'TO;llO. be [wailab1e on 2, portion of the t, .... o truck compnn­
ies thr.t embarked on the first ic:tement. illis did not come to peJ3s. 

Each battery ,rns Given e. type II Conex container in which to ship 
vs.1uablG personal property such as stereo eqtllpment, ete. Upon oompletion 
of the debarkation those containers iTould prove useful. Readql~a.:rtGrS 
}3att~,:;:,y used tuo containers, one for the aformentioned pu.rpose and the other 
for classified equipment. 

The embarka"tiion cf the first 1;1'10 batteries "m~ accomplished \dthout 
diffiortlty, One hU11drod hronty one 1'erso11 ... '101 of both Morta,r and Battery 
"D" embarlced an the USS Sedt~,rick Cou.nty, LST 1123 at ena. Viet, vie. Dong 
Ha on 14 Jply T\>lO days ,rere spent D.t Cua Viet preparing vehicles. Approx­
imat~lJi 85 personnel, the renlf'.ining Mortar a.nd ltD" Battery 11arines, flew 
to Da lku,€ 011 13 July to emba:ck on the USB l?<,,~ul Revere. Weather and 
marine comli"cion8 vm~e perfeot and no problems '\oTere encoL'U'l'tered. .An 
advance p8.rty froLl these two batt8ries ha.d flo\m to OkinauC1 on 10 J~y. 

The battalion advance party \'lhic11 Iv,Q flo .. m to Okina\>la on 2 July had 
reported thi~t preparation of Camp lIal'lg"c "'8.S progressing satisfactorily. 
O.n 24 Jdy the SdvancEt part1las· 1"or ''RQ}' and :Battery "L" flew to D1d.nawa 
from Da Hang. J..11 dl1~illg the. last week -prior to .emlnirld,ng,:1. goOd ~ ma,n.. 
hou.rs "rare consumed in reh[~bili tt'.ting Dong Ha 'ilest for 3/12, to insure 
thcI!l. of arriving ~.n a first rate OP. By the 25th most of the equipment 
turned into FLSGJ3 h~.d been returned except for items like fire extinguishers, 
gunn.ers q:uadrants, the bale..nce of the o:,!ticl:'tl equipment, :00 scopes J pe..ntels 
and M34s 'Khio1:l:l1n.d been evacuated't-o:"lst ot·3l:d·· FSa.. 1lbl:'oo 'm)18a and..,'lhree T.D15s 
uore invoiced t,) other u.ni ts accordi'Jg to instruct! ons passed by 12th Marines 
and 3rd Ylari l10 DiV'ision. COl1siderable indecision ",as encountered. in det­
cItJihing unifom articlcc t~) be embe.rked. Combinations of jUl':gle and 
sateen nrlifmms changed. ireekly. Troops fin.').lly embarked \-rith t"TO ju.ngle 
tmiforms. Fin,,,lly 011 31 JlJ.1y, futtery !lIlY' lce.dod aboard the Pe..rk COUl'lty 
LST 1077 and HeadqU8.rtGJ~s Battery embarked on the SeClg'tQck CountyLST 
1123 ~ By 1500 on 31 July, tho tyro LSTs he.d cleared the mouth of tho Cua. Viet 
and,1'ere s!JiH.ng north by north east to'.r~.rd Okins-'lra. 

9. ~nmunt$..::j;.i.911.§.. Durins- the month of July, Cor!lT.'l.unications Platoon 
ccntinuodsupport of the R:"1ttalion OP 2-t D0110 He, \'lcst. In addition, 
liTIli ted communioe.J~io.ti support "0.S providoclfor ba.tteries at Ca. L11., Spark, 
and Tonaru fire sup·' ort ba.ses. 

Tho month VIas spent pritnr,rily in p:rep8,~'a.tion for ombarkation to· 
Okina ... ·m.. Ho significant' problons ue:~e encotl .. '1tored. Be.ttory' T/E l s were 
reviG'l"fed a.nd inventory oorrections made S0 that allbahei'iea ,,,ere equipped­
to lE:lavoRVN •. Prior-to eacll battery embarking, tBcl11llcal inspections ;'TOre 
held to insure propar care C'~nd hnud.li.ng of gear. No significant discr(Jp­
aneies "ere found. 
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On 23 .july, GUl1l1cry Sergeant Tavares left for Oldna.vla in the advanoe 
party. ThG detacbment leaving lli th 2/9 dopp.:fted '29 July,ahd"thc main 
body ~dth aU cOIlllilmucation gee..:r left Do~ Ha on ;0 July. DlU'ing transit, 
confid.ential naterial and nc't:ccotics were stored. in a COllex box uhich 'ViaS 
guarded continnally. 

10. J!kLu:LJ.l11GI,t. Shortage of t7J"~;5, (;) TD15 and (1) PU348 reduce 
!ofT off:lotivenoss and negates major G!¥3"ineer oa.pa.bility- Short~e of 
100 cubic foot rcfrL~erators reduoes mess effectiveness. 1st ar.d 2nd 
Echelon ~ra:tntenance improving in Motor t:cp..nsport, no serious problems f 

OrCL'18.nce, 1e9,<; optics is in excellont reddiness. .An :oxcessive amoWlt 
of :r.r34.1i.2, pantel .s..nd elba,,, s~hts are in for repair. Theodolite, Be soopes 
and aillUXlg circles cJC'.9crience excessive delay in repairs. iTo oomr.luni­
cetions problem. 

11. Civi9 Action. Civil affcirs f.or 2/12 1:1nS te:':T!'.ina.ted on 21 July because 
01 tho novo from Vietl'..alll to Oki!lc'>.'.la.. On 21 July, tl'le C.O. and the 8-5 
officer vGnt to 'l'hiot Trang- lri. th the C.O. and 6-5 officer from 5th 175 
GUl'l Brd;tl.;ry for a ceremony to s~ t1Goodbyel1 and !tHello". J'",t this time 
prcsontntions consistod of c1oney, clotl1.ing, son])., and chicl~ens. It was 
6X1?lainod to t>o hamlet cJ:-t.ief tha'(; the 5th 175 Glom Battery would no", ascist 
the hf'suot of Thiet Trang. Defore t:c ohall3'e we,s made the oorpsman from 
5th 175 Gu..'1 Battery ~,ccomp$,luod th:) 2/12 8-5 officer on a med-cap in ordor 
to seo fi:t'st hand the procedures that l'18re used.. The success in the area of 
civil 8,ffairs Has most grA..tifying. 

12. ~~§()n;.Ql fJ.1.U '~nist;R~. 

(a) ?ersOA'l,o,;L, ASj;.:r:.cwetlt.§. The battalion vias broqght to 100% TiC strength 
durinr"": July for clo,loynent and rep.ssif3'nont to the 9th MarLlG .6mphibious 
Brigade _ T'\To)fficers and hrenty .. threc e::llisted (servi_I'fS on overseas 
extensions) voltntae:L'ed for roassigm:1.ent ,:Jithin the 12th 1<larines t::J rom~_in 
in Vietnar.1.. The personnel uere re:)laced ;)Jr volunteero for deployment 
frctl tri thin the Regimerlt. 

(b) PeFsonnel VGc.;~J~ie.s. The only notovrort.hy Tlo (teficiel~.cies "Tere 
on Corporal !>IOS 0121 and one GlLt1nery Sel.(;,(3ent HOS 0441. ~'hG bD,ttalion 
rates one ma.n in ep,ch of thos~ 1iillcts p,;.~"c1 the billets rCl'l.e.incd vnfi11ad. 

(0) Promo;t~:)l~_. The b!'!.ttaliol1 m03:'itoriously promoted 2 Lance Corporals 
tc the ::::rade of Corpor8.1 during JvJ.y. 

(d)~. Thirty seVGn personnel were sent on R&R during July. 
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(G) A1JIo;xd R.GcoInJ:'~ndatio~. During the month of July a totnl of 69 
a'.l'?,rd :reco01nendations viera su.bmitted. This included 2 Silver Star recom­
nlcmdations, 8 :Bronze Star recomnondations, 16 Wa.vy Commendation Medal 
reconmionddions, e,nd 44 Navy Achievement .... "I'f'..rd recommendatiol1S. 

(f) L:¥7a.l. Duril1g the month of July, 7 Battery Commanders otfice hours 
v::::cc held. One man vIas referrGd to trial by special court martial and, 
recoll1rtendatioJ:ls for undosireable dischle.rga were submitted during July. 
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,SequenU,* ;w.stin,e; of W-snificMt iV;ents 

01 JULY E/2/12 is relieved by G/2/12 at VOB 

3.JIJ.hje 
SEll: O,:JA2l", 
12 ~ 1969 

02 JULY 2/12 advance party departed for Okinawa 
02 JULy E/2/12 helil1£ted from VCB to FSB SPARK and went OPOON to 5th of 4th 

06 JULy J.ssumed. O?CON of E/2/12 and E/2/12 helilifted from FSB SPAlUC to 
VCE; frOOl VCB moved by oonvoy to DONG Hll and stood down. 

08 JULY F/2/12 helili.fted from FBE TEN.ARU to CALU. Opera.tion Utha. Mesa 
terminated. 

09 JULY F/2/12 went OPCON to 3/12 

10 JULY D/2/12 and W/2/12 adv:)J1oe parties left for Okinawa 

12 JULy D/2/12 and W/2/12 commenced their embarkation by moving to CUA VIm 

13 JULy Elements of D/2/12 and W/2/12 depart for Dl:.NANG to embark on USS 
Paul Revere 

14 JULY D/2/12 and 'Y/2/12 departed m,AOOON of D/2/12, and W/2/12 went to 
CG 9th MAS and.,C(!.1 7th Fleet 

6fWIV n:> 
23 JULY Assumed OPeON' of F/2/12 with F/2/12 returning to DONG H.l.t. and stand-

ing down. HQ/2/12 and E/2/12 advanoe parties go to DJlNiJiG 

24 JULy HQ/2/12 and E/2/12 advance parties depart'RVN for ad.nawa 

29 JULy Elements of HQ/2/12 and E/2/12 depart for D..tNANG for embarkation 

30 JULy I1Q/2/12 and E/2/12 dep.'l.rt DONG HA for OJ..U VIET 

31 JULY HQ/2/12 and E/2/12 depart RVN aboard USS Sedgwick Country LST 1123 
uss Park Country LSl' 1077. 
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PART IV 

SUPPORTING DOCUNENTS 

1. Oopies of Sta.:ff Joumal. ~one 

2. Originated Messages. N/ A 

3. Copies of Op orders. Nono 

~4. Other. 

3aJDM:je 
smao.JIPZZ'" 
12 ~ 1969 

,j a.. History of 2d :Battalion, 12th Marines in Vietnam • 

• 7 .... 2 
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~ B~tt,alionl 1~th J1a.rines in, Vietne 

3:Jl!hje 
sm:OJAZ:~'£f 
12 Aug 1969 

On March 8, 1965 Battalion Landing TeaJll (BLT) 3/9 landed on the 
beaohes of DaNang, South Vietnam, to spearllead the landing of the 9th Marine 
l;mphibious :Brigade. Artillery support was provided by Fox (105mm howitzer 
battery) 2d Battalion, 12th Marines and Lima Battery (155mm howitzer battery) 
from 4th Ba.ttalion, 12th Marines. Upon landing, Fox 2/12 provided. artillery 
support for BLT 3/9 which maintained. security for the DaNang Air :Base. On 
17 June 1965. Fox 2/12 wa.s replaoed by Delta 2/12 when l3L~ 1/9 anived and 
BLT 3/9 returned to Okinawa. 

On 4 July 1965, the 9th Marines regimental headquarters and 2/9 arrived 
in DaNang from Okinawa. with headqUarters, 2d. Battalion, 12th ~f.a.rines oomm­
anded. by LTCOL J. K. IOiOCKE, Mike Ba.ttery 4th Ba.ttalion, 12th MarineSt and 
1st 8" Howitzer Battery. On 16 AUgust 1965, Fox Batt9l.j" 2/12 retumed to 
Vietnam with ,/9. During the months of July and llUgu.st the battalion 
engaged in oivic action with local villages qy donating food and toys to 
the people. 88,000 Vietnamese oivilians lived. in this area. kno"1ll as the 
m HOa industrial complex which wa.s of strategic importance to the people 
of DaNang and the surrounding Q).1a.ng Nam Prmrince. 

Septomber 1965 saW the beginning of ttOperation Golden Fleece", a novel 
concept to protect the Vietnamse rice ha.rvest and deny food to the enemy. 
5, 097 rounds were tired in support of the regiment while Controlled. Variable 
Time (CVT) fuze WaB used. for the first time in Vietnam_ For the first time 
the fire support oool.'dination center (FooC) was able to oool:dinate with the 
Direct JJ.r Support Center (nASC) to make possible the use of oontinuous 
artillery support during Med. EV'aOs. 

November and December 1965 saw action inorease with 2/12's artil1e~ 
support resulting in n1,lmerous KIA' a and probAbles. Fox 2/12 and L 4/12 both 
operated deoentralized F.DC's. Each batter.y in 2/12 was responsible for 
providing its own seouri ty, patrols, and ambushes. December mlll.'koo. the 
first time in which an artillery battery (Fox 2/12) was lifted into combat 
by helicopter. 

In January 1966, elements of 2/12 were attached to Task Force D to 
pa.rticipate in Operation Double Eagle 'Ybich was the largest amphibious 
operation since the Inchon Landing 

In February 1966, 2/12 provided support for the 9th Marines "County 
Fair" pacification program wioh was designed to isolate village or hamlet 
size areas and oonvinoe the Vietnamese tha.t the goverment was interested. 
in their welfare and to separate the Viet Cong from Uleir paras! tic oontrol 
in each area. 

In April, 2d Battalion, 12th Marines along with the 9th l-larine Regiment 
moved to DOl18 Hat 'Where they became involved in some of the bitterest fight­
ing of the war in areas near Khe Sclln, Gio Linh ~d Con ~ien. 2/12 hDJi 
a.s lllRll;Y as nine suoorednate ba.tteries under its Operational contl:Ql during 
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the months of April nnd ~ inoluding .A/1/13, 13/1/13, W/1/1li a/;/12, 
0/1/12, W/1/12, K/4/12, ti4/12, and 1st 8" Howitzer :Battery. Durlng this 
period Dong Ha Combat Base came under repeated NVA rocket attacks. In 
September the Marine outpost a.t Con 'lhien came und~r a heavy artille.ry 
pounding which le.sted for a period of 12 straight dC"l\Ys. During this bom­
bardment, D/2/12 was oredited with destroying at least three NVA o.rtillex:y 
peioes ElJld togeather with other batteries inflicted hea.vy If{ L ce.aual ties 
during numerous ground as saul tee 'lhroughout this and the remaining months 
of 1967, 2d Battalion, 12th Marines was crocii ted With 500 confirmed enemy 
KI.i~1 s. 

During the month of June 1968, fierce fighting followed the brGakout 
at IDle Sahn. .Assumption by 9th Marines of the Lanca.ster NJ required 2/12 
to prov;1.de artillery support aeross a ;6 KM front. In doing so 2/12 fired 
a total of 91 ,000 rounds and. was ored.i ted with over 326 confil.IDed KIA's 
and 220 WIA' s~ 

In July on opere. tions Kentucky, ~o r, Lanoaster II t and Scotland II, 
2d Battalion, 12th Marines supported the elements of the 9th Marines, 3d 
Marines, and two JJNN battalions in various suocessfUl searoh and destroy 
operations in o.nd around the llMZ. During this action several 75mm pack 
hOwitzers, 'It.h1oh had been firing on Camp Oarrol, were ca.ptured while infan­
try units discovered will construoted observation posts, elaborate communi­
cations networks, large weapon and food caches. 1he hetJ.vy artillery fires 
in support of these units oredited 2/12 with over 130 oonfirmed KIA's 

In late i.ugust; 9th Marines began Operation Lanoaster II 'J!roUada1e in 
an area northwest of'the Roekpile-an area. never before entered. This oper­
ation required extensive employment of the relatively new F1re Support Ba.se 
concept which would prove so successfUl in suoh later operations such as 
Dewey Can~.'on. Nine heUli!ts involving batterios firing from eleven posi­
tions placed maximum stress on the ingenuit,y and resourcefulnoss of A~l 
aspects of artiller,y and supporting logistiCS. Enemy resistance was heavy 
as Marines discovered large en~ weapons and ammunition caches and acoounted 
for more than 1,000 enemy dead. 

During September 2/12 continued to develop p~ oooupy fire support 
bases in remote positions relying solely on helicopter insert and subsequently 
resupply. 'lhe concept proved particula~effective during this month, when 
9th Marines t With six maneuver battalions, conducted a thorough seaxch and 
destroy operation sweeping from the DMZ south for over ten miles thro'ue,h 
territory heretofore considered inaccessible. 2/12 provided close, CQ~tin­
uous fires for the infantr,r from their mountaintop firebases frequently 
expending and resupplying in excess of 5,000 rounds per d83. 

~e final months of 1968 produced little enemy conta.ct a.s intell1genoe 
sources indicated tha.t the NVA had been £oroed back to his sanotuary north 
of the DMZ to reorganize his forces a.fter great losses. 

During the finaJ. months of 1968, there was comporatively 11 ttle enemy 
contact deapi te G:r.:tensive search and destroy operations. The NVA, having 
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3:J.DMaje 

SER. 03l~2"' 
12 ,t.ug-i969 

been pushed back aCross the DMZ, were trying to reorgclllize their forces 
after staggering losses. However, a conservative analysis indicates that 
Dawson River ~jJton in October and December had successfully interdicted 
major infiltration routes south of the De. Long River valley. !lhe op-ere.t1on 
had disrupted major VC/NV.i.l headquarters operating areas, thereby reducing 
the Va/NVA capability to apply pressure in the populated coastal areas to 
the east. 

~e advent of 1969 brought the 9th Marines and 2d Battalion, 12th 
Y~rines their most successful operation and peihaps the most ~ccess!Ul 
search and destroy operation of the Vietnam War. 'lhe final stages 0' 
Operation Dawson !livfJr West in mid January laid the grolllld work for Oper­
ation Dewey Can,yon, 22 January to 18 March. Un! ts of 2/12 were positioned 
on fire support bases south of Vandegrift <:ombat Ba.se to SUpt>ort elements 
ot 9th Marines in their long trek south to the l.shau Valley_ Even in the 
ini tial stages, Operation Dewey Canyon was different from other mor~ recent 
3d Mar Div operations. To be sure, it envolved the use of mobile Marine 
Corps Units against Sizeable enemy resis-~anc&. the deployment of manuvars 
of battalions lUlder the protective fan of artiller,y on fire support bases, 
and rine companies operating independently for extended periods oonduoting 
saturation sweeps and patrols. None of that was different. V4lat was new 
was the remoteness of the AO from the nearest friendly tactioal forces and 
from no mal resupply ;3ourc es, t.~e known enemy Ai.i.i~ capabili ty, and the tactics 
and techniques developed in, each phase of the operation to cope with special 
situations. '-; 

Because the enemy expeoted a. heliborne as saul t directly into the Ashau 
Valley from the south, he had prepared numerous strategica.lly plaCed iJJI. 
positions and fixed artillery positions in defense "against an allied assault. 
In order to reduce the effectiveness of the well prepared NV1'~ defenses the 
concept of manuever involved leap frog tactios of infantry battalions ad­
vanoing on foot to secure fire support ba.ses alaWS¥s remaining wi thin the 
roach of supporting artillory fire. ~e relatively new oonoept of the 
fire support base in this remote AO wa.s successfully employed to secure 
the Ashau Valley. This provided a base for the 9th Marines a classic 
Regiment on line assault into the northern reaohes of the J,shau Valley. 

Counter battery fires played a. predominant role in neutralizing the 
enemy's supporting arms oapabili ties and enabled 9th Marines ma:nuver 
battalion's to advance upon the enemyt s tremendous muni tiona caches and 
oapture six 122mm guns two of \-mioh \.ere destroyed by 2/12. At the same 
time, attempts to overrun FSB Cu.nninghe.m and FSB Erskine were unsuccessful 
wi th the enemy leaving 73 dead behind. 

' . 
• 
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3.JDMlje 
SER sOJA z :tv:rt 
12 Aug -{969 

By any criteria, Operation Dewey Canyon was an unqualified. success • 
.A reinfor<.:ed Marine infantry Regiment, with all of its supporting artillery, 
had been helilifted into an area so remote that it had never been entered 
before by free world military forces. 'lbrough some of the most rugged 
terrain in Vietnam, over a period of 56 days and despite weather \4lich 
hampered resupply f')r better than one half the time, over 1600 of the enemy' 
;'Tere killed, his operations in the area were completely disrupted., his main 
resup~ly/infiltration route was interdicted, and over 500 tons of communi.t 
arms and ammunition were uncovered by the Marines. .Among 230 crew-served 
vTeapons captured. and .destroyed were 12 Russian made 12.2xrun field guns and 
four 85mm field guns. 

In early MaiY, 2/12 again accompanied 9th Marines in a. return to the 
..ishau Valley in operation "J~ache Snow". 9th Marines served as a blooking 
force for combined units of the 101st Airborne DiVision and the 2d AllVN 
Regt pushing north. Conta.ct remained light testifying to the effectiveness 
of the 9th Marines initial thrust into the area during Operation Dewey Oanyon. 

Operation Cameron Fnlls during June found 2/12 supporting 9th Marines 
south of Vandegrift Camb,t Base where intelligence sources indicated a 
J.:;.rc;e NVA unit '\jas' obseriing Vandegrift ,Combir..t_.Base 'and R ou t e . 
9 from a mountaintop Observation Post. During the operation elements of 
2/9 made conta~t with a suyerior NVA force. Conta.ct eontinued into the 
hours of darkness while 2/12's 5 batteries fired contipuous illumination. 
and pmtective tire<; until reinforcements could reach the ):)eleaguered 
comp~. Later, re{).oting on intelligence int'oxmat!on concerning a new 
NV.1.. threat to another 9th Marine unit, 2/12 fired on a oolumn of moving 
lights. Later surveillance oredi ted the artillery with }7 IaA's and numer­
ous probables. 

In late June during Opera.tion Utnh Mesa, NVA sappers attacked Fox 2/12 
on FSB Tenaru. Despite a. well coordinated ground and mortar attack, the 
pos! tion was not penetrated forcing the enemy to leave behind 30 of his dead. 

During ~lis Operation it was announced that 2d Battalion, 12th Marines 
would join 9th Marines in liLT 9 and become ~art of the 25,000 man troop 
wi thdrawal from Vietnam.On 14 July, Battery ®" and Mortar Battery departed 
for Camp Hauge, Okinawa. 

By mid August, the rema.inder of 2d Ba.ttalion, ~2th Marines under the 
command of L1100L C. J. KILLEEN had departed RVN for Okina.wa. as part of 
RLT 9. 
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2d Battalion, 12th Marines iA RVN 

1 • Total round expenditures since a Jk\zCh 1965. 

a.. 105mm, 1,2,2,368 

b. 155mrn, • 132,311 

c. 107mm, 11,,542 

d. Total 1,478,221 

2. SUrveillance since a March 1965. 

a. aont'im.ed KIi~ ;,094 

b. Confirmed WIA 1,041 

o. Probable Icr.,:,,/',r!..A. 2,435 

d. POW 1 

e. Bunkers destroyed/damaged ... .628 

f. structures 199 

g. Morta.rs destroyed 25 

h. Secondary explosions 1,205 

i. Truoks destroyed 12 

j. Crew Served ileapons destroyed 23 

k. Boa.ts/Sanpans 148 

1. Recoi1ess Rifle 1 

m. Bridges destroyed/damaged 4 

n. Rooket Launohers 4 

o. 122mm RUssian D-74 field guns "2 
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p. Artillery pieces destroyed 14 

q. Ji.rtillery pGsi tiona destroyed 10 

3· Civil~At£air8r-rogram 

a. Civilians treated, 9.145 

b. Sohools built, 3 

c. Dispensary bu.il t 1 
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Fire Support Bases Ocoupied In Heliborne Moves B,y 2/12 Since June of 1968 

LZ PEDRO. 

LZ HCLCONB FSE ERSKINE 

L3 TTEHDERSON . FSB TURNLG.E 

L~ LEJEUNE 

FSB FULLER 

LZ S .. JIDY FS]3 ELLIOT 

1Z 'l:IIlTCE3S'i'illR FSB RUSSELL 

LZ SHEP:..RD FSB G~~UCHO 

LZ ROBIE :rSB ;lCCLL,,{'I\.CK 

LZ.ANH FSE FILE 

LZ HUlK 

FSB SP~ 

1Z DICK FSB TBN .. Jl.U 

LZ SHnW 

13 CH ... 'JI..LIZ 

FSB LITTLE RIGHORN 

FSli BARNETT 

FSB Ci.TES 

FSB SMITH 

FSD GEIGER 

FSB SN,i.,pPElR 

FSB :-U..zOR 
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LISTDlG OF OPER.i~TIOFS SIlfCE 2d MTT~IOH f 12th MllRIllES B'ii.S JJmIVED IN RVN 

GOLDEN STRIKE 

Rll,nVES'l} MOOn 

NA11.iJill 

:BIG LOnni: 

DOUBLE 3J~GLE 

ROUGH RID&l 

KItlGS 

GECRGL~ 

LIEEHTY 

H.:~CCN 

i'IISSIS3IPPI 

STERLn~G 

STONE 

GULF 

HICKOtY 

PRli.IRIE IV 

ramFISI::ER 

BiJFF.:LO 

HICKORY II 

LIBIJRTY 

KENTUCKY 

HIG·I!RISE 

LANC1.sTElR II 

SCOT!U~ND II E.~ST 

L..:JfC,,~Sl1ER II! J""UPITER 

SCOTL.iuID II/,.rROUSD~E 

':!."R O'lTSDiJ.,E lroRTH 

SCOTL.Jill II lYIOUlT1'/.IE 

SCO~'1u:...."ID II .f:.,FTCN 
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DAWSON :arVER AFTON 

D~WSON RIVER 

DAWSON RIVER WEST 

DAwson RIVER SOUTH 

DEitVEY o.urrOli 

AP4~CHl1J SlTOW 

C~OlJ Fl.1LS 

UJ:iJI MESA 

GEORG II Till. 


