
 

" 
• 

. From: 
To: 
Vin.:-

DECLASSIFIED 
~ - - ,- ~.-,~-

.'-'-

• .-
HEADQUARTERS 

. 3d Batta1ion. 12th Harinl3s 
3d Marine Division (Rein) F·]2=;' 

FPc) San Francisco 96602 

'1521oS 

Commanding Officer 

. 3!EOL/led 
5750 
Ser: 0116'8 
1 Marchl968 

CMQ (CODE AO 3D) . ., 
(:I..) Commanding General, Jrd Mari:ne Division 
(2) Commanding General" III Mar.ine AmphibiqusForces 
(.3) Commanding General;' Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 

Subj.~' C9mriland Chronology for period' It.o 29 Febru~ry 1968 (U) 
, . " 

Ref: fa} ·MCO. '5750:.2 
(b) FMFP ACO ·S-750 .. 8 
(c) Div0575.0.l­
(d) RegtO 57$0.1 

Ene]:·: Jel) 3rd Battalio.n, 12th Marines Command Chronoiogy 
for periodl to 29 February 1968 

1. In accordance with the provisions of reference (a) 
through (d) enclosure (I) is submitted. 

Copy to: CO 12th Marines . 
". 

Downgrade at 3 year intervals. 
Declassified af'ter 12 years. 

¥~~&z,zc 
a. R. ELLIOTT 
By direotion 

COPY..J.1L0f..l1.J.-copies 

""-~~~~"'"""'- -
, , • • .... _I~ 

DECLASSIFIED 



J 
DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
HEADQUARTERS 

3d Battalion, 12th Harines 
3d Harine Division (Rein) FMF 

FPO San Francisco 96602 

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 
1 to 29 'Feb~uary 1968 

INDEX 

PART I -Organizational Data 
PART II ~ Narrative Summary 

3/EOL/led 
5750 
1 Harch 1968 

PART III- Sequential Listing of Significant Events 
PART IV -Supporting Documents 

Tab A: Journal of Events, Operation OSCEOLA II 
TabS: Table of Ammunition Expenditures and Missions 

Fired, Operation OSCEOLA II 

ENCOOSURE (I') 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. Des ignation 

3rd Battalion, 12th Marines (-) Rein. 
3rd I1a;~::.ne Division (Rein) 

Subordinate Units 

Battery "G" 3rd Battalion 
12th Marines, 3rd Marine 
Division (Rein) 

Battery "Ill 3rd Battalion 
12th Marine, 3rd,Movine 
Division (Rein) 

Headquarters Battery, 3rd Battalion 
12th Marines, 3rd Marine 
Division (Rein) 

1st Provisiona.l 155 Howit:4er Battery 
3rd Battalion, 12th Marines 
3rd Marine Division (Rein) 

2nd Provisional 155 Howitzer Battery 
3rd Battalion, 12th Marines 
)rdMa.rine Division (Rein) 

Attached Units 

240th Field Artillery Group 
Counter Mortar Radar 
U.S. Army 

1-1 

• 
Comman~er 

LtCoJ. ROHR ::.'W ..GREER 
061586/0802 
1 .. 20 Feb 68 
LtCo1 J.A. COMO 
059588/0802 
21-29 Feb 68 

Capt R.J. LUCAS 
083878/0802 
1-29 Feb 68 

Capt G.C':; .HEARN 
076973/0802 
1-29 Feb 68 

Capt N.D. H~~ILTON 
091615/0802 
1~·29 !i'eb 68 

C8.ut J. TAYLOR 
037666/0802 
1-29 Feb 68 

ls·i;,r.t C.R. RASOR 
095006/0802 
1-29 Feb 68 

CWO CROSBY, F.W. 
W2215890/211A8 

. 1-29 Feb 68 

---- -
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2. Location 

1-29 Februa~1'Y- ::968 Eez-dQuL~_tters (Fwd) YD 336SC:2 I~uang Tri 
f3rovince _, P.epub1ic of Vietnam 

1-29 Fcbc"[,!u:C'-;Y- }.968 Headquarters (Rear) YD 88~a27 Phu Bai 
Base Cu..'11P 

3. Staff Officer~ 

a. Executive Officer 

b. S-l Adjutant/Legal Officer 

c. Personnel Officer .. 
d. S .. 2 Officer 

e. S-3 Of.fieer 

f. S-3A 

g. S-4 Officer 

h~ Communications Officer 

i. Motor Transport Officer 

1-2 
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rlajor G. E. ELLIOTT 
074987/0802 
1-29 Feb 68 

Capt S. J. HAYES 
098602/~ ~():'L.. 
1-29 Feb 68 

Wo F. P. DURBINO 
098602/0130 
1-29 Feb 68 

lstJ.Ji". C, P. JAMESON 
O';?C~'je./0802 
1·<~9 .i:t'eb 68 

Ns.jo!' D. E. VOWELL 
016105/0802 
:1.-·29 Feb 68 

capt S. B. GRIMES 
082336/0802 
1-29 Feb 68 

Capt A. D. NASTRI 
082249/0802 
1-29 Feb 68 

Capt G. E. CADMAN 
091721/2502 
1-29 Feb 68 

\ 

lstLt L._ LUDWIG 
0101245/3502 
1-29 Feb 68 
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j~ Supply Officer 

k. Survey Officer 

1. Liaison Officer 

4. Avera.ge Honth1y Strength 

USMC USN -
Off En1 
37 ,02 

Ofr Enl 
o 11 

1-3 

--~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

1st Lt J. D. BLEVINS 
095582/3002 
1-29 Feb 68 . 

1st Lt A.A. FINLEY 
094691/0802 
1-29 Fob 68 

Major J.C. DEEMER 
076888/0802 
1-29 Feb 68 

OTHER 

. Off En1 
o 0 
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PART II 

The month of Febvuary began with the 3rd Battalion, 
12th Marines continuing operation OSCEOLA II which con­
sisted of direct support to the 3rd Marines search and 
destroy operation in the vicinity of Quang Tri and di­
rect support for the defense of the QuangTri Vital area. 
3rd Battalion, 12th Marines also provided reinforcing 
fire fer the 1st ARVN Division and the 1st Air Cavalry. 

On 1 February 1968, a deuble change .of cemmand teok 
place with IstLt C.R. RASOR taking over as OIC of the 2nd 
155 Howitzer Provisien Battery, vioe capt. R.J. LUCAS. 
CaptR.J. LUCAS in turn relieved Capt. S .B. GRIMES, whe 
becrume the BattalienAssistant S-3. 

On the 16 February 1968, there were two (2) signifi­
cant events. At 0800 the 2nd 155 Howitzer Provisienal 
Battery sent .one (1) of the two (2)remaining 155 How­
itzers te Khe Sanh to replace one (1) Howitzer belonging 
te 1st 1$5 Rewitser Previsienal Battery. The second 
significant event toek place at 2400 with the ending .of 
OperatiDn OSCEOL.\ II.. The 3rd Battalion, 12th l'vlarines 
cDntinued its missiDn .of direct ,support .of the 3rd Mar~ 
ines in defe:nse of the Quang Tri Vital area. 

On 21 February 1968, a ch~ge of command ceremony 
tDolt: place with LtCol ROGER W. GREER being relieved by 
LtCol J. A. COMO. 

The latter pertiDn j a:;f February was spent preparing 
fer the relecatien .of Headquarters Battery 3rd Battalion, 
12th Marines within the Quang Tri complex. As .of 29 Feb­
ruary 1968, the 2nd 155 Hewitzer Provisional Battery 
still has only one (1) ~a, Howitzer. 

11-1 ENCLOSURE (1) 
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PART III 

Sequential Listing or Signiricant Events. 

1. Combat missio"p~~.s.ignecl 

a. 1-29 February 1968, 3d Battalion, 12th Ma't'inesin 
direct support of the 3d Marine Regiment. 

20 . Si,,8.nific..a..'Ylt Op~;:.atio~ ... 9..£nducted 

a. Operation OSCEOLA II 

3. Casualties inflicted cnthe enemy 

a. KIA (C) 5 

be KIA (P) 0 

4. Casualties sustained 

a. KIA 0 

b. WIA8 

c. Died (NBC) 0 

5. Equipment. The overall maintenance situation is good. 
Ten of the battalion's motor transport prime movers are 
deadlined. The TD-15 tractor continues to be deadlined. 

6. Logistics. Supply support improved during the month due 
to the Battalion Supply Administrative section being moved 
to Quang Tri. TIE shortages or some major items of equipment 
continue to be a problem are a. . 

a. Food Services. The Battalion served;8% nAt! rations, 
6~ "B" rations, and ,2% "C" rations during the month ot 
February. 

b. Medical. During February there were 31$ outpatients 
treated by the BAS. There were no KIA's and 8 WIA's during 
the month. 

111-1 ENCLOSURE (1) 
~ 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

~=~ 

" .-( ~::~~C"l ~",~. «' ~~~ 

7. Administration 

a. Mo!'ule has main-1:;alnec.i. . high level '?'.'.c '~o ~1flde 
participu'Gion in H&E ~,ppo::'-::;1.'.l1i ties. Training:)f new 
administration per-srm.r-a::" 5.R heing carried out 5~l! compliance 
with the training schedule., 

b o There "raFlone CO:1nllanding Officer's Non-Judicial 
PunisD..ments aNarded durt:::lg February. There were no courts­
martia.l .. 

(J.) Ar'cicle <;1; UCMJ 
Ar:cicle 92~ UCMJ 

c ~Gn the 29th of February the battalion co ased 
operating on Battalion Administration. All batteries are 
back on battery afuainistration. 

8. Personnel •. The average strength for the month was 87% 
of the'··authcrized manning level. The battalion :1.8 currently 
operating at 87;g of the manning level. During "i;he month the 
battalion joined 4 officers and 126 enlisted~ There were " 
no officers rotated" One officer ~aB transferred ~~a ~bere 
were 49 enlisted Marines either transferred or rotated. 

9. ~~telligence 

a. Enemy Aotivity. The activity early in the month 
centered around the Quang Trl air strip in the form of 
probes of the lines. mortar attacks and rocket attacks. 
Toward the end of the month there has been a decrease in 
acti't"ity around the air field and adjoining areas. Some 
movement from Base Area lOl to the area west has been sited. 

b. Enemy Intentions. Activity during the past two thirds 
of this month seem to indicate that the.enemy is recovering 
from heavy lossos of the "Tetll offensive end is resupplying 
his troops in the area for a possible new offensive.' 

c. Administration. The counter mortar/rocket plan for 
the Quang Trl positions was made up and successfully 
implemented. 

III-2 ENCLOSURE (1) 
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10. Communioations-Eleotronios 

a. During the month of February the battalion supported . 
the Third Marine Regiment, in Quang Tri Province. 

b •. Slight difficulties were encountered in this AO, due 
to interference from Air Cavalry frequencies being the same 
as USMC frequencies. These problems were resolved at 
division level by the CEO. No other significant radio 
problems have been encountered. 

c. Wire communications have had some difficulty due to 
the sandy terrain. Vehicles will cut wires lines unless . 
they arebur1&d·~at Ie ast two feet and sand bagged. A minimal 
amount of outage was experienced on all radio relay circuits. 

d. On 19 February the Battal~on welco.med aboard a new 
Communications Chief GySgt G. A. HEESH. 

e. On 19 February the Battalion Communitions Officer 
attended a one week Crypto sohool, ror ofr-line crypto, 
at Yokosuka, .Japan. 

f. At the·end of the month the Communitions in the Fire 
Direction Center moved from the Fire Direction bunk~r into ~ 
tent that will be utilized as an FDe while a new FDe bunker 
is under construction at·a new position. The transition 
was effected very smoothly. 

111-3 
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OPERATION OSCEOLA II -
1 'FEBRUARY 

PARASOL (Recon) requested tire on 4 va in th~ open at 
YD 273545 at 1340H. Battery If III expended .3 rounds ot WP 
and 6 rounds of HE. The surveillance reported 1 VC WIA. 

2 FEBRUARY .. -
No significant missions were tired during this 24 hour 

mission .. 

3 'FEBRUARY 

At YD 31860Sc YD .318604. and YD 318603 the 3rd Harines 
FSCC requested reini'o:('cj.!-:..g ,fire, on a: confirmed va battalion. 
At 1120H Battery "q.n expended 96 rounds' of HE on this 
unobserved mission~ " ", , 

HINDBRANCE' (Reoon) requ~sted. fire on ,1, va in open at 
YD 260525. Battery nGn at 1425H expended l~ro'l:lIlds of HE. 
A negative surveillanco was reported for thi~ mission~ 

4 FEBRUARY 

Elfaments of' 1/3 reported that they were receiving' ' 
sniper fire from YD 275549. At 0934H Battery 11 I" ' expended 
4 rounds of WP and 18 rounds of HE. Sniper cease Tiring 
was the only surveillance given. ' 

Elements of 1/3 reported that theY,were again receiving 
sniper fire at 1155H. Battery "G" expended 3 rounds of' WP 
and 30 rounds of' HE at YO 267535. Sniper cease fire was 
the surveillance. 

.5 FEBRUARY 

At 0845H Battery "G" expended 8 rounds of WP and 10 
rounds of HE on 4 va in the open. This mission was called 
in by elements of '1./3 at YD 274548. Negative surveillance 
was reported f'or this missimn. 

6 FEBRUARY 

At 2200H MAC-V (Military Advisors Command-V) requested 
fire on an mVA Co. Ilt YD 307607. Battery "G" expended 36 
rounds of BE on this unobserved mission. 

ENCLOSURE. (1 ) 
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7 FEBRUARY OSCEOLA II 

DELMARE (Recon) requested fire on 6 NVA at YD 266537 
at 19l0H. Battery "G" expended 4 rounds of WP and 22 rounds 
of HE. Surveillanoe was reported as good coverage. 

8 FEBRUARY 

No significant missions were fired during this 24 hour 
period. 

.2. FEBRUARY 

BLACK PANTHER 8 (Ar~y Air Calvary A~tillery) requested 
fire en the HQ'a of an NVA regiment which was confirmed 
by scouts at YD 418534 Rt 2030H. Battery I expended 40 
rOilllds of BE on this Wnob3erved mission. 

At ,~015H Dapper ':\:::.igger (Army Advi.~r):';"s to RVN) requested 
firo 01:, '.1. va Battal~_oiJ nassing at Yj) 2855620 Battery" Gn 

expeJ.~'.c~8c1 72 rounds of' ?.i~ on this unobse:,:,·,~sa. mission. 

11 FEBRUAP~.£ 

Dapper Slugger (Army Advisors to AR\'N) requested fire 
on a va battalior.. at 1.1) 293615. At 0730H Battery "G" fired 
18 rounds of HE. Hegg:;.:lve surveiL':..8nce Y.~as reported for this 
mission. 

).2 FEBRUA~X 

At YD 267550 3!'d l'Ia:;:-::'nea Fsac J:'oq~J'~Gted fire on a va 
battalion movement. Battery "G" fired 50 rounds of HE at 
0004H on this unobservod mission. . 

).3 FEBRUARY 

During this 24 hour period there were no significant 
missions fired. 

14 FEBRUARY 

No significant missions were fired during this 24 hour 
period. 
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15 FEBRUARY 

At 0440H FSCC requested fire on a suspected 1110r-tar 
position, YD 296506. Battery llGll and Battery "I" expended 
238 roUnds of HE. Moss ion was unobserved so no surveillance 
oould be given. 

16 FEBRUARY 

At 2400H Operation OSCEOLA II wa.s torminated and 3/12 
oon'i:;inu-adto suppor"t the 3d Narines. 

17 FEORUABY 

No significant missions were 1'ired dUI"ing this 24 hour 
period. 

18 FEBRUAR"Y 

No significant missions were fired during this 24 hour 
period. 

19 FEBEUARY 

Cougar "8, Army Air Calvary requested a time on target on 
19uapected NVA at YD 366614. At 2148H Buttery "Gil expended 
30 rounds of' HE on this unobserved mission. 

20 FEBFUARY 

At 0825H ~uick Cougar 49 Mike (Army Air Calvary) 
requested fire on" NVA bunkers at YD 365615. Battery lIGIt 

expended 65 rounds or HE which resulted in 5 KIAts (cont'irmed), 
5 AK 41's, "and 2 82lTlll1 mortars tubes captured. 

21 FEBRUARY 

No significant missions were fired dur·ing this 24 hour 
period. 

22 FEBRUARY 

During this 24 hour period no significant missions were 
fired. 
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23 FEBRUARY 

At YD 397543, ,,~uick Cougar 8, Army Air Calvary requested 
fire on a va Battaliono A'c 09l5H Battery" III expended 36 
rounds of HE., This mission was unobser·ved so no surveillanoe 
could be given., 

No significant missiCi:'3 were fired dur·ing this 24 hour' 
period. 

2S~_~BRUA.!i..~ 

N~ significant missions were fired during this 24 hour 
period. 

26 FEBRUARY 

No significant missions wore fired during this 24 hour 
period. 

27 FEBRUARY 

No significant missions were fired dur-ing this 24 hour 
period. 

28 FE3RUAIY 

No significant missions were fired during this 24 hour 
period. 

No significant missions were fir-ed during this 24 hour 
period. 
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• • TABLE OF ANMUNITION I~XPSi'1bI~IURES 
AND MISSIONS FIRED 

OPl~R~TION OSCEOLA II .-. __ .. 
FLBRUARY 

91 66 120 3\4 

105 HC srilk 
TOTAL 423 535 lUrT7 715 521 522 247 352 649 595 1119.· 
SUF:VEILLANCE 
KIA (C) 
KIA (p) 

HL:SIONS FIRZD 
s 

TOTAL 
MilVfO EXPENDED 
I5S" HE 

III 
WP 

105 ~~ srilk 
TOTAL 
SURVEILLANCE 
KIA (0) 
KIA (p) 

12.§ 

6; 
19 

31 
837 371 

43 

47; 499 !£l! 25~ ~!~ 2~~ 5~! 
6 51 

7 2 
$1$ $81 48$ 2$9 524 321 604 

5 
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