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PART I
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ORGAWIZATIONAL DATA

1, DESIGNATION

34 Battaliop, 12th Maripes,
34 Marine Division (Rein)

coM OI'IMANDER

LtCesl E.D. FOXWORTH JR.
051383/0802 .
1-31 December 1968

Subordlnate Units

. Battery ngn, 3d Battalion, K
12th Marines, 3d Marine %
Division (Rein) ’

Battery "H", 3d Battalion,
12th Marines, 34 Marine
Division: (Reln)

Battery "I", 3d Battalion,
12th Marines, 34 Marine
Division (Rein)

Headquarters Battery, 3d Battalion,
l2th Merines, 34 Marine .
Division (Rein)

Mortar Battery, 34 Battqliou;
12th Marines, 3d Marine
Division (Rein) '

1st Provisional 155 Howitzep Battery
3d Battalion, 12th Merines,
34 Marine Divigion (Rein)

24 Provisiohal 155 Howitzay Battery
34 Battalion, l2th Marinos,
3d Marine Divisibn (Rein)

. 1stLt G.T.

-1stLt H.W,

" Capt K.C. KALBFLEISCH

08u123/0802
1-31 December 1968

SMITH
01o¢u92/0802 .
1-9 December 1968
1stLt J.M. BASEL
0102818/0802

10-31 December %968

Cep% R.G, HOLLIDAY

082781/C 802
1-31 Discember 1968

tLt D.A., VETTER
101680/0802
le31 Decerber 1968

LEWIS
095716,/0802

1-29 December 1968
Istlt J.F, GIMBER
0102781/0802 ..
30=31 December 1968

Gapt J.B. WILKES
Q9L 071/0802
1-31 December 1968

1stLt R.C, HOOPES
0100732/0802
1+8 December 1968

]
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OPERATIOVAL COETROL

.3d Provisional 158 How1tZer Battery 1stLt R.J. WARNEH

lst Battalion, 1llth. Marines,

1st Narlne D1v151on (Reln)

Battery "A“ lst Battallon,
l2th Marines, ‘3d Marine -
Division (Rein)

Battery "B", 1st Battallon,-“il;

lz2th Marlnes, 3d Marlne
D1v131on (Reln) ‘

Battery "C” 1lst Battallon,
12th Marlnes, ‘34 Marlne .
Division (Reln) L

2e Locatlon

095135/0802

1~7 Docembor 1968

:Capt H E LOSPIh
09631,9/0802

9=~11 December 1968

CYstht T.7. MARSEALL

097304/0802 .
12-12 December ¢968

1stLt G.W. BADEMAN
09&532/08“9

Q=11 Decemoer 1968

1-31 Decémber 1968 Command Group "A"™ YD 014454 Ca Lu, RVN,
1-31 December 1968 H@adquarters (Rear) ™ 300551 Quang Tr1

Province, RVN.

3. Staff*Officers

a. Executive Officer

bs S-1/Adjutant/Logal Officer -.-

Ce 5-2 6£ficen ;

. Major P.,F.: FRA%ER JRL

07204“/0J_& |
1-31 Deceror, 1968

‘CW0=-2 R.E. FAUST. JR-

C986LE/0IC -

1-32 Dnzember 7068 :
1stlLt D.B. CARPENTER JR.
0102738/0802
1-2l; December 1968

-1stLt P;B. TIERNEY. .

©1038l)41/0802

* 2531 Deceomben. 1968
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k.

S S LT e

S-3 Officer

=L

S5-I, 0fficor

S-4a
Communic&tions"dfficer

Motor Trén3port Officer -

Supply Officer
Survey Officer

Iiaison Officer -

Average Monthly Strength

USMC USN
OFF ENL = - OFF ENL
5 1 e 16&9"&‘3’&;&;}.\'—%3% - 1 l 6
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Major M.A. WESTPHAL
075116/0802 .

1-2l December 1968
Major P.M. PULETZ
0794.1,/0802 -
25-)¢ December 1968

Capt F.H. WITTEL JR.
09226870802
1~31 December 1968

Capt. E.C, BROWN.
089725/0802

o 1-31 December 1968

1stLt B.C. WILSON

- 0L03167/C502

1-3%L December 1968

1stLt C.W. ULRICH
010266072502 :
1~-31 December 1968

' 2dLt 7. BORYCKT

«1ou0“8/%502

1=8 =acember 1968
lstLt J.¢. MUNKE
0102905/3502 -
9=31 Deceriber 1968

C1stLt S.M. EASTON
010344.69/3CC2

1=31 December 1968.

1stlt 5. L. PETERSON

095760/0802
1~31 December 1968

Major G.V. THURMOND

-083878/0802

1-31 Decemqer,l968
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. During this reporting period 3d Battalion, 12th Marines
continued” to coriduct direct support artillsry operations, in
support of the Lth Marine Regiment, for the December phase of
Operation Scotland II., The weight of operations shifted to the
northern and northeagtern portion of the TAOR where single and
multi-battalion operations were conducted.

On 1 December 1968 the remaining 3 guns of "H" Battery,
3d Battalion, l2th Marines displaced from Fire Support Base
Cates to Fire Support Base Russell. Phis complatcd the
developement of Fire Support Base Russell. "H" Battary, 3d
Battalion, 12th Marines engaged three (3) NVA in a ireeline
reported by 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines at coordinates XD843598.
8l rounds of HE were expended with good effect on target, .

On 2 December 1968 "G" Battery, 3d Battallion, 12th Marines
engaged a target at coordinates XD807585. Tho harget was
reported by 2nd Battalion, lth Marines. The target was described
as "enemy position™., A total of 190 rounds of HE were exponded
on the target. Surveillance upon complstion of the mission
was two (2) KIA'S and two (2) sscondary explosiuns. At 1559
Mortar Bdattery (=-), 34 Battalion, 12th Marines, (three guns)
moved from Fire Support Base Winchester tc Tandegrift Combat
Base. o -l : ‘

On 5 Decomber the lth Marines disvlaced i%s operational
staff from Ca Lu to Dong Ha Mountain. The Regimental Liaison
Team accompanied the staff. At Fire Support Baze Russell "HY
- Battery, 3d Battallon, 12th Marines was taken uander attack by
60 and 82mm‘ mortars as well as 50 caliber ‘machine gun fire, .1
Counter-mortar plan "Camel", the wmortar supprescion plan for
Fire Support Base Russell, was put into affnoect within four (L)
minutes. Hotel Battory fired self-iliuminaizon and todk tho
mortars under direct fire. Through the combined suppressive
effect of the counter mortar plan and the aggressive action
by Hotel Battery the mortars were silenced. A daylight sweep
of the area the next day revealed one (1) enemy KIA., The
Battery sustained three (3) casualtics, all WIA, during tho
attack. One of the casualtics was the Battery Commander,
1stLt G. T. SMITH. Upon evacuation of Lt SMITH, 1lstLt J. M.
BASEL assuwmed cormand of the Battery. 4 Division Air Observer
reported a target described as "Five.(5) NVA in the open". _
~located. at prid YDOL3649. The Battalion FDC assigned "L" Battery,

- TR
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'hth'Bgtﬁalibn, 12th Marines, a reinfdrding battery, as tho. unit
to fire. A total of i3 HE and 16 Firccrackéer rounds .were” .- -
fired, Surveillance was ono KIA.™ . S

On 6 Decembor 968 "I" Battery (—), three (3) guﬁé;?déﬁloyed
from Ca Lu to Firg Suppgrt_que Fullgr.

On 7 December Third -Marine Division.directed Task Force Hotol
to conduct a multi-battalion operation in the northéastern. -
portion of its"A0, This task was assigned to 4th Marines.  Two
(2) Battalions of 3rd Marines werc to bo chovped Opcon.to "
Lth Marines.for this operation. 3rd Battalion, 12tk Marines
was given respomgibility to roender fire suppért and insure
Fire‘SuPport Coordination. In order'to accomplish the first.: "
task "A" and "C" Batterioes, 1st Battalion, 12th Marines wero-to
be .chopped. Upcon to 3d Battalion, 12th Marincs. - In. order. to.
make roinforcing fires immediately available, L2th Marines -
‘established a quick fire channel from 3d Battalion, 12th Marines
to "K" and "L" Batteries, 4ith Battalion, 12th Marines, "A"
Battery, lst Battalion, 4Oth Artillovy, 8th Battalion, Lth v
Artillery and 24 Platoon 5th 155 Gun Battory. Fire -Support
Coordination was to be accomplished through the FPSCC at Lth-
Marines. "I" Battory, 3d Rattalion, 12th :.arinss ongag~l §

WVA in weavy candpy, this targes wog répor od by a- Reccunit.
Eighty throec (83) rounds wores Fired and a:vurveillance .of .
oxcellent coveorage of targot was given. ITo-KIA!'S or WIA': webe
roportcd. At 0713H a two (2) hour prop was Sfired by "H" and
#I" (=) Batterics, 3d Battalion, 12th lidrines. - "L! Battary,
Lth Battalion, 12th Marines providcd reinforeirs fires during .
the prep. At 1130H 3d Provisional 155 -Howitzer (=) ; threc.)(3)
guns, was chopned Opcon to 2nd Battalion; 1l2th Marinog. . .-

On 8 Decembor 1968 routine support opunsiions were ~onducted.
Adcon of 2nd Provisional 155 Howitzer Battery was passed to lst

Battalion, 12th Marincs at OBOOH.

_ - On 9 Decombor 1968 34 Battalion, 12th Marincs assumcd Opcon
of "A" and "C" Battsriss, 1st Battalion,” 12th Marines to.
facilitate ' firo support for Task Force "B, 7 I
10 Decembor 1968 "F' Company, 24 Battalionj lth Marines'.
roquested fire on active wortars at grid YPO2666L., "L" Battory,
Lth Battalion, 12th Marinos firod 95 rounds of HE resulting
in 25 secondary oxplosions. . "F'" Company aldo made contact at
grid YDO2 661, 117 rounds of HE wers fired by "I" Battery (-),
3d Battalion, 12th Mairines rosulting in oxcellent covsérage of

N
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ONSDENG. -
targot, 4t 100850H Decombor throo (3) guna of "I';Battery at
Fire Support Baso Argonno displaced to Firc, Support Base Alpine.
At the samc tima lortar Battery (-), threos (3) guns, displacad
‘from Fire Support Basc Argonne and occupicd Fire Support Base
‘Neville. - : ‘

g s IR

On 11 Deéombor 1968 3d Battalion, 12th Marines (Rein)
fired a total of 1,820 rounds in support of Task Forcec "®#',
At 1300 on 11 Decembor. 3d Battalion, 12th Marines chopped
 Opcon of "A" and "C" Battories, lst Battalion, 12th Marines to
lst Battalion, 12th lMarinss. : . ' o

On,i2 Docember 1968 Mortar Battnrjv(?),,three (3) guns,
_movod to Quang Tri and assumed a Base Defencc wmission. 34

Battalion, 12th Marincs assumcd Opeon of "B' Battery, 1lst - ‘

Battalion, 12th Marinos at 1300. At 1630 of t..> same day Opeon
of "B" Battory was choopcd to lst Battalion, 12th Marinos.

On 1} Docember 1968 the reomaining threo (2), guns, of "I"
Battory, 3d Battalion, 12th Marings displaced to Fire Support
Baso Fuller. At 1720 "G" Battery, 3d Battalion, 1l2th Marines
moved from Firo Support Base Gurkha to Firc Support Basc Neville.

On 15 December 1668 Mortar Battory (-.. threc (2) cuns,
moved from Vandegrift Combat Basc, and occupicd a position at
Fire Support Baso Elliot, ' : -

On 17 December 1968 two (2) guns .of Mortar Battory (=)
March ordered to Firc Support Base Sierra from Mirc Support Basec
Blliot. This was dono in order to support a CS CGas prop
requested by 3d Battalion, Lth Marines. : .

On 19 Decembor 1968 "I Battery, 3d Battalion, 12%h arincs
engaged a target doscribed as active mortars at coordinates
D0196Lle "I Battery expended 170 rounds of HE, the wmortars
were silenced.

On the 20th of Decomber Mortar Battery (=), two (2) guns,
at Fire Support Base Sierra, and "H" Battery, 3d Battalion,
J2th Marines fired a twd  hour prop flro for .3d Bakbtalion,
th Marines. A total of 163 rounds of CS Gag, and 192 rounds
of HE were {ired.. , ' o ‘

‘ On the 213t of Deccmbor Mortar Battéry (=), two (2) guns,
at Fire Support Basec Sierra and "H" 3Battery, 34 Battalionm,
12th Marines fired two (2) nour nrep for 3rd Battallion,
4th Marines. A total of 154 rounds of CS Gas, and 192 rounds of
HE were firod. At 1300 the two (2) lMortar Battory guns were
moved from Fire Support Base Sisrra to Fipre Support Base Elliot.

Gl e
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AR CPART III . Y
Sequeﬁtiai'Listing of Significanf Evontsv“

1. Combat Missions Assigned

. a. 1-31 Decomber 1968, 3d Battalion, 12th Marines in
direct support of the Lth Marine Regiment. .

2. Significant Operations- Conducted

a. Operations Scotland II

3. Casualties Ihflicted on the REnemy
a. KIA (C) 22 '

. - Casualtios Sustained
a, KIA O '
b. WIA 3

c. Non-Combat Casualties : 0
Se Eguigment. The motor-transﬁbrt maintenanee situation
improve uring the month of December., The deadline rate
declincd to 28% with repair parts, cespecially direct exchange
parts, accounting for 18 of the 21 vonicles deadlined &%

second echolon.

Motor Transport was reinspected by the Commanding
Goneralts Inspection Team and found catislactory with
discropancies, Efforts continue toward impioving <the
motor transport readiness. ' '

Ordnance maintenance presented several problems
during the month, Panoramic telescopes continue to be a
critical maintenance problem, duec to their age and condition,
as well as the weather. Sight mounts and recoil mechanisms
have bean the cause of maay of the deadlined weapons during
~this month. ' '

The communications eyuipment shortages werc alleviated
during December by walking requisitions for the critically
short items through Force Logistics Command.

The M18 Gun Direction Comruter (FADAZ) was inoperable
during Decombor. Delays in repair :nd nnintenance of this
item of equipment arc duc to tie lacik of test equipment and
repair parts.

) ggavv-w- nﬁnmi ' ?
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On 22 December 1968 a Recon unlt made contact with an
estimated 20 NVA. Four (L) missions were called at grids
XD770580, ?9%50,,88¢510; 12512, During “higsraction "GY . .
Battery and."I" Battary fired a total of l73 rounds of HE and

22 rounds of Firecracker, surveillance was 2: -enemy KIA's..

At ‘1800H on" 2y December 1968 the Chrlstmams ‘Truce was put
into effect, . - Lo s C ‘

At 1800H on 25 December the Chrlstmas Truce ended. ‘No
violations of the cease fire occured 1n the uth Marvnos A0,

31 December, durlng the month of DeCGmber, 3d Battal1on,
12th Marines fired a totgl of 244,090 rounds in support of. the
Lth Marine Regiment. Operatlon Séotland IT " was §tiil in -
nrogess. Twenty-two (22) confirmed enemy kilis werc
registered. Numerous attempts by the enemy to bring fire
againgt our positions were surprcessed.. The Battallon Waval
Gunfire Section spent three weeks on OP'q alor~ the codst.
During this deployment they adjusted missions. rfor Naval
Gunfire Support Ships and conducted 0J7T tralnlng for new
Naval Gunfire personnel. : : o

f\
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" 6. ‘Gonsral Loglstlcs. “The hlghllght of the month of .
Decefbor was bringing the 24 Provisional 155 Howitzer: Battery
to a'state of ‘teadiness for deployment. with the lst- Battallon;
l2th Marines, ‘'This roquired bringing tholr motor transport -
from 100%: dendline to full readiness in onoc week. The sup~ °
port.given by 12th Marines -and Force’ LOngtlc Support Group '
"B" was notéworthy in accomplishing. this task, e

"On" 16 Docomber tho embarkation roadiness of the battalloni
was' r01nspeoted by the Gommandlng ‘General's’ InsPeotion Tomn o
with ‘satisfactory results, - » :

Transition to the Mechanized Embarkatlon Data System B
was undorway during tho.month, e T

During the:month approximately. 21,000 rounds of 105mm,'
400 rounds eof 107mm, and 1000 rounds of 155mm anmuai tions:
wore heoli-lifted :from Vandegrift LSA.to the flrebases.-}”“

“Construction of Firc Bases Nev1llo, Russell, and Fullor
continues during the.month of December with c“ass v supplles
again boing heli-lifted from. Vandegtift. - A salvago party =
worked at C-3 during December recovoring bunker matérial to-
be used in construction of the Battalion Command Post, Conav
struction was bogun on a now Battalion CP at’ Vandogrlft ‘Come=’
bat Base and it is anticipated that the. Command Group will
occupy ‘it by 15 January 1969. . - ¥ NS

" The effect of weather on: rosupply misq;ons was . 51guifi—";""
cant during Decembor because of intermiti~nt ¢loud cover on’ '~
the firebases throughout the month, . This condltlon reome .
phasizes the need to be roady to movo. supplies qulckly to '
take 'advantago of breaks in tho weather as they ocdcur.

Other classes of supply and personnel were moved by
convoy from Quang Tri forward to Vandogrift fo“ ho A-1 ft o
to the-'firebases. _ _ o

%

5,

8. Food Services, The battallon.meSShall at Quang Tr1
served approximatoly 75% "A" and 25% "B"'paticns whilo the.
messhall at Ca Lu served approxxmately 65% and 35% raspec=
tively. The batteries occupying. .firsbases subsisted on NCI,
supplemented by hot moals as. the 31tuatlon permltted 3-5;¢

Te Adminlstratlon. There were Soven (7) Commanding Officer»ﬁpgf

‘Non—-Judicial PUnlshmonts for violation -of Article 92, UCMJ,
Thero were no court-martlals durlng the month of Dooomber.,m

8, Personnel. Durlng tho month of December, tho battallon
strength avoragod 88% 6f manning level. Four (L) Marine . |
officers, fourty-three (43) Marine enlisted, and one (1,
Navy officor joined the battalion. 'Nize (9) Marine. and .

two (2) Navy officers rotated or transferrocd, onc hundred ..
twenty-five (125) Marine and ‘six (6) Navy onllsted wore -
rotated or transferred. - S -
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9. Intelligences During the month there ‘were six 1nstances
of enemyzmortar fire on battery positions. ~The fi‘“t'occur—'
ing on 5 'December at 1802H, The incoming mortars landed in
the,"H" Battery, 3d Battalion, 12th Marines area at Fire :Sup-,
port Base Russell (XD911592). The base took 50 rounds of
60mm and 82mm mortars, - Countér mortar plan "Camel" was fired
by "L" Battery, Lth Battalion, 12th Marines on grlds XD913600,
XD919599, 9145 2, XD920582, XD92058l, XD92059L, XD89860L. -
During this mortar attack the base also took 50 caliber fire
from bunkers on LZ Winchester (XD904587). In this action
"H" Battery sustained three (3) wounded. -
. On 8. December "H" Battery, 3d Battalion, 12th Marines
at 1302H, took ‘9 rounds of 60mm mortars, Counter mcotar
plan "Camel! was fired by "L" Battery, ljth Battaliox, 12th
Marines, The mortars were silenced. . :
At 1220H on 1l December "H" Battery, 3d Battallon, l2th .
Marines at PFire Support Base Russell took 27 rcunds of 82mm '
mortar fire from a direction of 6300 mils and from a grid
estimated to be XDBB6573. A mission was flred and the mor-
tars were Ssilenced.
Again on 17 December at 1302H Fire Support Base Russell
took 25-30 rounds of 60mm mortars. “hec mortars landed 100
to. 150 meters outside the perimeter., Counter mortar plan
"Camel" was again put into effect. A miszion was also. ‘Fired

on grid gD889588 Tve - mortars e 3ilel
December ai 17U5H Fire Suppecrt Puso Russell tcok

5 more rounds of 60mm mortars approximately 100 meters oubt~ -
side of the wire. Counter mortar plan "Camel™ was fired.
-~ At 1550H on 21 December Fire Support Base Russell  book

3 rounds of 60mm mortars, Counter mortar lan "Camel" ias

‘given ne%atlvg clearance because of friend patrols ir the

&reao 58H Russell took approximatel O rore: rounds of
mortars outside of the perimeter. At this time counter .

mortar glan "Camel™ was cleared to fire. The mo"tars were
Silence : . :

10, Commun1cations-Electronlcs

. . a, In early December, the- communlcations Sectlon sup-
ported the” FDC and the lth Marines FSCC at Ca Lu. Later
during the month, the ljth Marines FSCC was moved to. Fire
Support Base Fuller. The communications sectlon ensured
continuity during the displacement.

- b. As the batteries shifted eastward durlng December
communications problems wcre relieved. 4 relay station was
maintained at' Fire Support Base Cates to cover communica--
tions during the eastward deployment., 4 reélay station was
established at Fire. Support Base. Russell during the latter
part of December to cover operatlons ‘in that ared. : :

f'3'*'
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TABLES "OF AMMUNITION mXPENDITURES o e
o ~ AND MISSIONS FIRED

DECEMBER
| * OPERATION SCOTLAND II o
MISSIONS FIRED 1st 2nd 3rd Lth 5th  6th  7th

Obs 12 2 - 1l 9 17 5
Unobs ‘ 195 - 12 . 19 150 18 .7 175 113
H&L'8 . B9 125 88 B2 G5 109 101
TOTAL 296 139 109 230 122 30k 219
AMMO EBXPENDED , ' —
105 HE o577 736 471 531 1169 EYErY
WP . 17 31 17 27 10 20 31
T1l1l 2 2 n 0l
Filrecracker ‘ ‘
155 Hp 250 17 1oL 329 11Ol 73 139
WP 30 i S 12 3 =
T1lLl 1 2
Firecracker ‘ [)
107 HE L3 179 kL6 i 16 32 1d
- WP 5 1 2 3 L
CS Gas . , - .
TOTAL 1123 1077 508 CIo) ooy B62 109
SURVEILLANCE
KT (C) T £l
MISSIONS FIRED 8th 9th 10th 1lth 12th 213tk 1lLth
Obs X & 1 i i 8 5
Unobs 10 1528 15 15 = 1
H&Its : 2 60 112 100 78 71 N
TOTAL 13 T i1 129 9L 239 - 089
AMMO EXPENDED '
. 105 HE 037 1ol 037 727 160l 1201 22
WP 31 72 53 20 53 _ 25
T1L 2 i L 1L
Firecracker j - .
155 HE 36 193 182 72 160 . 325
WP 10 2 3 S 6 i
I1L ' -2 . 69
Firecracker ‘ v 70 ‘
107 HE 10 [ s 3 7 26 16
_WP 1 [
_ 111
CS Gas - ‘
TOTAL . 927 1980 1093 836 1985 1570 660
SURVEILLANCE _
KIA (C) B 2
CONTFIPTI——
S _ ‘ : PE Y Talb-A
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"ce Division radio relay at Task Forco Hotel.permitted
more communlcations to 12th Marines and 3<d Marine Division,
Division radio relay also provided an FD{ hotline from Ca
Lu to Zattery "I", 34 Battalion, 12th Mawines at Fire Sup=
port Baseo «ullﬂw and a hotline from hth Marinos FSCC to
Task Forco hote1 FSCC.-u ' P ‘ o

d.- Introduction or a KY-38 ClthP capablllty providod
a secure voice "Eircuit betweéen the FDC in. Ca Lu and the s
Lth Marlnos FSCC at Pire Support Basc: Fuller.wf

0. During the lst ter part of Decoember, - ‘the " doir: it

,;;;ggﬁmﬁ;ZLLZ;\
: mgﬂgﬁ |
Wik B

S )

tions section supportod two Naval Gunflro teams dcp wyod »wﬂ?

along the coast.,
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