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4th &ttalion, . 12th Marines 1 3366 
3d Marine Dins:inn (Rein) FMF 

From: Commanding Officer 

3/FPH/w~ 
5750 
5 Jan 1966 
Sar# O.3B5-66 
CoPY.L of a. 

To: Commanding General.- 3d Marine Division (Re~ __ :) FMF 
Yia: Commanding orfi~er, 12th Marines 

Subj: ColTllilarrl Chronology for December; submission of 

Ref: (a) DivO S1S0.1 

EneI: jell Orga nizationalData 
./(2) Strength Report 
j{J) Chronolog::tcaL Summary of Significant Even ts 

.-
l~ In acco:rda'l ce witJ.1 reference (a), enclosures _(1), (2) and (3)· 
are submitted. 
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1. ~OmmaDder& and principal subordinates: 

a.. Da. t talinn Staft 

co 
xo 
8-3 
8 .. l 
8-2 
S .. 3A 
s-4 
CommO 
SuppO 
MTO 

LWol E. M. RUDZ!S 
:Uaj W. J. SPIESEL 
lbj R. W.. HEESCH 

l.stLt J. R. PARKER 
lstLt R. J. KUCHJNSKAS 
lstLt F. P. I-rnNDIr'..8rn 
Capt J. L. P~ACH 

lstLt E. J. lIASSnmm 
1s tLt B. E. EDWARDS 
lstLt L. D. YillTHEUS 

b. Battery Commanders 

Hq. Battery 
M Battery 
I Dattery 
B Battery 

107Howtar (2/12) 
l07Hc.wtar (Vb.) 

Capt F. S. CARR 
Capt W. J. rnD'JD 
ls tL t w. P. SCHAEFFER 
Ca.pt R. C. GREGOr 
Capt B. K. CONNERS 
lstLt P. D. CI-1RPENTER 

~ At~~chments and Detachments. 

a. 1\. ttach.ments : 

I Dtry, 3d Battalion, 12th Marines (1-22 Dee) 
D Battery, 1st JJat~lion, 11th 11arines (22-31 Dec) 
107mm Howtar Btry, 2d Battalion, 12th M,'lrines (1-23 Dec) 
107mm Ho .. rtar 13try, 1st Ihttalion, 11th M.c"..rinos (23-31 fuc) 
Counter lIortar R'1.dar, Irq JJ~ry, 11th Mt'Lr,ines 
Shore Fire Control P(tY"i:ly, 1st- BnttCl.1ion, ~lth MarincB 1.23-3) DGc) 
1~Gria1 Obsorver, .,.. . . , 

.. Shore Fire r~)ntro~ Party, 3d Battalion, lZtb Nar:i.ne& (1-23 Dec) 
b. Det.1.cbIllents; 

K En t tery, 4th B..'lt t.o'1lipn, 12th Marines 
L Battory, 4th Dn.ttn.lion, 12th l-brincs 

3. L<.'cation of Units. 

B Dattory, 1st Battnliol1, 11th r'hrines (YO 88891410) Az fire 3772 
N Btry(SP) ,4th Dattclion, 12th M.'1rines (m 876oJlili5~ liZ f:ire 4150 
lvlllluHowtn.r£try,lstBn, 11th H,'1rines (YD 88021U79) 4z fire 6400 
Hq Dky, 4th J3attalion, 12th Marines (YD 877145)" . 

Enclosure (1) 
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Strength Report 31 Dec 1965 -- '" 

Rca BtD: ~ ~ Officers (Me) 
Enlisted (Me) 154 136 
Officers (N) 1 0 
Enlisted (N)- 3 3 

Tlo o/R 
5 4 

110 120 
0 0 
2 2 

M Battary 

B Btrz TLo o/B 
Officers (Me)- 9 B 
Enlisted (Me) l3.3 12h 
Officers (N) 0 0 

107 Btry T/o o/H 
4 11 

82 79 
0 0 

Enlisted (N) 2 2 2 2 

Ii'... 1 (-) ..... uc osure ,~ 
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At 01SSH on 1 Doc, t.he Hc.wtar Battery displaced five ~ns to 
(m n(2136) during the cClnc1uct (>f a batt.:1.lion firing domonstrC'l.tit>n. 
The dernonstraticm amphasiz.Jo massing tho £1r'3$ {1f the bntt3.lirm (,n 
d~f'6nsiil'tl c(>nccntrtltiuns~ anel firing th.: b~rraGe with the lio-wtar 
Battery. Vltcr in tho day, a U.S. Army Calibration Team cn.l.ibratoc1 
tht!l 18 howitzorsin tho 4th D"ttr'..lic;n. 

DurinJ the night vf 1 D ... ;c, at 2000H and 2125H, tlluminatit;.n mis­
sie,[1s w.;Jr;; firad fell' J:L.;m.)nts (If );4 .in c{ntact ,\-lith VC at (YO 8161714.) 
and (YD 92llll). Duth missions w(;;ro c(·mploti:::c1 but n(; surv0illanc~ 
obt:';l.ine d. 

On 2 Dec, I Battery d i~LJ1::c0c'1 f(.1lr Isuns k (YD 832116) ut 0730H 
and l3.-'1.tt..:lry M mev2d twc: !~uns hrt-r:;rd t{' (1'D 35911[)) at 1400H. :uat­
tory I c(,ncuct·;d 0bs,:crv\;(1 missions (;n susp.;;ct;.;d enemy pnsiti()\1S in too 
'W~st SGct(:r of the TAOIt" and M fir,,,d H&I missirns. 

At 021305H, tho j~ adjustJci M r,n 2 VC 'It (10 7J]rJ94). The aNa: 
wa.s woll cov.:.:r<,:d, but nc; surV"uillanc0 of th.:: (loomy W'1S (.bta.inod !'tf'tep 
firing. 

Tho H<wtal' u9.tt0ry conduct0cl a night cccupatirn elf i)('sition, 
m(,V'illg te· (1'1) 871139) a.t 021900H and r0turniot:; te; their primary p('8i­
t.tt,n a. t 2100H. 

I IJatt.ory fil'.1d tdn nbS,JrI/',,;(~ ·missic·ns on susi-"_'ct.;:!dVC harbnrint~ 
ait.:;s anc !'tv;:.mnos (,r ap·,)l'oach in tho s(.uthum rrrtil.n "f tho ":l~('rr cn 
3 Dec. Tbe Datt0l'Y flccupiod a i\rw'U"d i?<siti~n 'It (YD 871123) at 
0915H, Ilod r;..;turtlod to primary p(;si.tirn at lS55H n.ft-:;r firinG s<.N'';l'al 
H&! missi(lns .. 

At 031e.50H, an AO attE.ch"d tr. 3ft. r,:;quost,::d fire on a squtl.(i e,f VC 
'1t (YD 83(075). ND snrl/'cillp.nc<.:: (,f the missiro .. {as p(;ssiblc c1uv tt 
th.l'knoss. 

Tw(· l'r,unds tlf illuminntir;n and Si:Ncn l'cunds f1f H~ Wi;lriJ £ir;;.;d in 
SUl.1j)(:rt (If a. 3/4 amb'.lsh nt r)3201(;H in tho vicinity cf (lO 9007). Nr 
survoill::mcc: was (lbtaio8d·. 

Ii. t o50715H tho How tar 1;;:>. t tDry d isp1::tc0d te, (YD <368118). Ton 
c.b sorv(;d T.lissic,ns V'J.-;,ro fir·..;d r:n susp8ctof .1.ss;:;mbly ar .;.",3, aV0nu..:: S f·f 
arJproCl.ch, and OP' s in the '·wskrn p(;rtir>n of tlvJ TWJ. Th>;l miss irms 
wore nbs"rv",d by an OP Grcfup (,f Scc·ut Obs,',TV.;:.r Trnin:k.s mannioF; OF 
Tang(; (YO 355733). 

D.Jtwo8n o50430H :mc O$')5,:)i)H tta battn 1i<'n fir,:cd a prvparatir>u 
fcr LRVN (;n a swoopgrr (If thQ 'W.OH nGar TRUOI DJ.IDGR!" Lat;.;:r in th(;o 
day, m0t1lb.)rs [·f th;) now K Ct'~ 3th were (·riunt.:;3 by fir inG in th+;ir 
dofJnsivo c(.QCdntr'lttr,ns with shell st1lcke. 

1 
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C~rvHf-.rnAL .. , 
}l dispbcoCl tW(1 r;uns tfl (YD 0(2116) at 061300H, and fired 22 H&! 

l"rliSSUrns bcyund tho or·rmal maximum T1ni;8 frcm th8ir '()rim:n'Y' prsittr.:n. 
In th~; aft.:;rncrn (If 6 Doc) Ltwn V. H. I{RUY,.K tnlred the batt.-llic:os 
civU arf~irs prc:joct il1 tho r,.:;fugc8 Villaeos nf DIEM TRU, KE :,jAl'D, a.nd 
P¥.AN ThU.o (YO 8616). 

14t o6191~H I dispb cod (;our gUtlS tc: a fcrwara positico a.t (m 
375139) and conc..uct:Jcl c!f,rr..~.inn:t~;;d iUUlTI"illt:t.tim .'lnd HE. rrissiNlS until 
2l3CH. 

M f1rJd (,n ('lne va ~t (YD 770077) ,3, t 0610X:" Surv0ilbnce ro­
pt.rtod f.:;r:(.d .:::ffoct on thQ tc'1.rgot ar(-;;a.. Twc. illuminatic:n m.issions 
were firud during VC cl:nt~ct nt (In 901099) and (YD 905090) du.rinrj 
the night of 6 Dec. 

At o30630H ffur M-l~)9 (SP) and threii! tc.wGd 1$5mm howitzers were 
nlt:v0d tf, (YD 8S9Ud) in s~')p(:rt of Opzratir·n GUNSI-tlKE, a :t>hrine arrl 
.-mVN sl-Teep Gn the 1~QSt bank elf th.;") SOOG HONG Rivdr from (YO 741161) 
tr, (10 748:/43). Two of tho tr,wed hcwitz:::rs W0re man nod by pursnnnel 
frnm I Datt.ory. Two missions wIJre fi~d in sUPP<",rt (If too uporaticn. 
A VC ambush was dispersed by C':no mission at (YD 733161) nnd an un­
obsorv..::d missic,n was fir0:c1 on a SUs~)dcted VC strr,netwld at (ID 7J6lJ.8). 

Tl'ld Hrwtar Battory cf>nduct~d a nigllt occupatic:n nf a po.sitic,n 
at (YO 861142) ('n the ni(;ht of' 7 Dec_, 

On 9 D;,Jo, tho Hliwtnr J3.1ttery firod 24 (,bS')rv0d missic'ns (In sus­
p8ct<.Jd VC pr.sitic·ns fn,m a f[lrwerc pc,sition at (YD Df.3J-92). An OP 
was establishod Nl Hill 108 (YD 871077) and m.:mnod by Scout Obsul"V0r 
Trainoes. I Ii21ttory displ.'1cCC tr, (YD 815139) :c.t 091912H at 091912H 
Md fircd {;nc c,!·rdinatca illuminatbn and HE rnissir'n b; .. fc,re Nturn­
ing to lihi.dr pr:l.m:1.rY" PCI si tic,n .3, t 21300. 

Dn.ylii;ht H&I missir>ns woro firod by l-l from a. fr'rw,'lro pr,sition at 
(YO 859116) (·n tho 1.ft.:;.rnrl'n c,f 1(': D..:.c. 

At lOOl00H, nn uncLtcrminorJ nurnb-:;r of VC att.a::::kGCi tho I-IUOlli THOY 
Distr.ict HQ with mcrtars. 'l'hr0::; nrlCbs;rv.,(] chd0,};3ivo:;: cf;nc",ntratir.ns 
woro fir ... d at the roquo st c.f AHVN, and tho FQ ere.tor .Analysis T8a.rn 
went te> tho arDn durinG tho (hy. At 073$H ('D Ii) Dec tho AO clostr<.:Y:(Jd 
a. b(:at at (YDB13034). 

nluroinatiw was firc;c1 fr.r f .. RVN at lC:2200r~ durin(; a liGht VC 
probo at (ID 760130). L.'1t0r in tho night, a.t 110J.48E.~ M fired illulll­
inatkn fer 8/3/4 durine; a cpntact which rosu1tod in 4 VC KIA, 1 
prisrnor, and , w.;Jap(:ns cap r,ur;:;;d. 

On 11 Doc at 0715H, I (~iStJ1rlc0d fcur :::;uns te· ~ank~c!l 

V
1C3 r.bsorv:;d missirns in tho snuthavn s0ct(;r "r ''fIU~1 . ~ 

l<:c::tt ic,ns. \W\ro 
C~-------

Encle, sure (.3) 
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CONn.TIAl -
I Mtfir0d it 1'(·GM§ bi 1M ,~(JurVC in a trol31in() '1t (1'D 793092) at 

11l6coo. Exo811dnt effect (In the aroa vas rep(',rted am nu subsoquent 
m,wcrncnt was fJbSBrved. M l.at~r fired thr~e uncbsorvoo missiclos on a 
va company at tho request of ARVN in the vicinity (f (m 79(080). 
On the niGht (It II D·3C H c:·nrluct,.-'d a oir:;ht {".ccupatic1n f·f a fClrwnrd 
positir.ln at (YD 871139), frr,m which tw.-, Cr !rdinatad illu.m:inatic.n and 
HE missif:ns W$re fir·.::d. 

At 13(7)00, the Hr)wte.r Lattery disphcGd tc (YD G9S0nO) and 
fired t~n {"bsvrvud missions (In SUSPbCted VC' r,it.iclns in the sr,utb:;.rtl 
part (·f the Ti~OR. At 19";00, I ci&."Jlacc-c. trJl'G2'..lnS tf: (YD 059118) 
a.nd fired H&I missions thrc,ught:ut th;a ni::;ht, roturning tc t~ir pri­
nt,-:\ry pr'sitir;n at 1406300. 

The AD (,bs0rvcd :.\ body a.t (YD 8020?~) at 14 14000. It was aswmcd 
tc; bli) a victim (if an H&I r:;und. 

At 1413 DOH, twc. l,'Uns f'rr,m M [;ccu?icd9. fr rward positifll') at (YD 
03ll48). While they were enr()uto tr the ?csitiCln, the J~O roquosted 
fire (;n fcur VC r,n a reSt 2. t (m 7311(3), which is (lU t pf r'lnse (,1' the 
5;'Utls in tho primary pcsitit.ns. The _uns cflnduct.::d a hast.y r,ecupatic;n 
c,f p(Jsiti('n and cnnplet0c1 the rnissic;n in 11 rninutus. Tho VC Gosert,ed 
tho' raft and swam te, shure, and st"od effect W3.S rc,P(,rt8d nn the 
ah(lrcl:1nu. 

I Dattory cisph.ced tt, (lD 85911G) ,It J41740H unO fired H&I 
missif.Tns rv,;:rni~ht. 

On 1, Doc, the three firina batteries and a :U~ttnlir;n Cornm.:mc.1 
Grr,up mc;vod tr: fr:rwarci I)I',s.itir,ns fr'r the day. The HClwtar Iiat.tery 
(,ccupied a p(lsitir.n at (YD 88Y)92). I R<tttGry mcvod thr06 t,"Uns frr;m 
their r.vorni,c;ht pr-;siti(n to (YD 8(2116), and M cisphc(';d tWf' Guns tn 
(YD 868113). Tho Battalit:o FDC (FWd) wn,s established ac1.jac,:.mt t!1 I 
Eattory. l1J missicns 'Here firod in too sfuthern p~.rt 0f tho TAOR, 
omph;)'sizinG nnssin,~~ tro fiNs (;f the b<'l.ttali(·n, rcqu3stinG rDinfr,rc­
log firus, ancl TOT ~)rrc,-,dur(;s. 

Durin;~; the nieht of tho 15th, tw(; uorbsc,rvl:;d missions WGrB fiI'(-)d 
.in su·ppc.rt of 3/.+ 's Cumbinod ,;,c tic.o Cr.mpanj (CAe) ('urin~ a VC cr.n ta.ct 
at (YD 902L:4). 

At 172150H, thrm) d ~fcnsivo c[,nccntrati{;os W0r2 fired at (YD 
762090), (TD 780090), nnd (YD 760110) when the flli.VN (,ut'i)~st at NfJ1 
BOA c:].m3 Ut1c1i:.Jr a 1i~ht att"lck. N( s1lrv0ilL,1.ncG was r.:-c.:::iwld. 

I rasphcc:;d frur ;~:'\ms tr (YD 85911.:3) at IJ1530H tr, fir0 E&I 
missions. Th0 bat tory raturnGd kits prim::>.ry POStti0t1 at 1907Y)H 

At 182;30(1-1, illuminat.in1 'o18.S fi!'0cJ rn 3 VC cr. 
(YD 903122). No J1D'nrthor contact was .,:;st,,,,,blish0cl. 

The Latta1iC'>ll firod tW[, c,bsorv0d :::tnd fivo unc;b ..J missi(;ns in 
the} v.icinity elf OP Crrw (YD 849086) at 211500H in SUp;)( rt e,f 3A IS 

!v(cbile Strike F(rc0. Cr·ntMt. ''las nct maiotK.1.inod. 
3 Enc1csuro ~~ ,... 

Get Jt~lft·e'4ti tAt. 
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B Dattcry, 1 1 arrived at 211i3)OH k relli;lvv I, 3/12. I vat­
tJry'departed pr,sititlo '.t 220615n. 

Durin , the day r,n 22 DGc, tho 0attalion fir0d C'n a report.:;d VC 
cc.lIlpany at (YD 9371$1). A subs0quont SWGGp (f tho aNa yielded tour 
hand grenad.)s. ~t InOH ti10 AD adjustod :f.l Jatt3ry cn cn<:: VC at 
(YD 712080). Good effect un tho Droa was report·:::d. 

W, 1/11 relieved W, 2/12 at 2306000. 

Ihrinr; the mcrninr; (If th8 23d, Ht:wtar and D L::::.ttery Cc;mmandars 
were {;lv.;;n an (;ri,;;ln tatir,n r,f f"I'WClrd firing pCoiti(QS in tho T/.OR, 
and at 1300H, B displaced :f'c,ur ~uns k ('Y.D G6d1l8) and l!f fmr i;ut1S 
tc (YD (59118). Ten obst:.rvcd missic,ns w",re fir2d. 

On 24 D.'oc tho AD fiNd on five VC at (YD 971078). A plissible 
se:ccndary u:x:p1cstimnwas c,bserv3d. At 08)OH M c1ispJBcod twr, guns te 
(YD 86(118). Fcur obswrved missi(,ns wore fir~d cn susp::::cted nven\li:S 
of a.ppr·r'''lch tc the south of t.~e T1..0R. 

On Christm.1.s Eve, parties wore heLl fer tl10 ch.ildren in the 
r;.;:fugt.lo villagos c,f Dr]}l TRU I PHl1,N DJ,.NG, and KE l:;AOO. 242 fn.mi.J..i.Ds 
and 637 children attendod. 

At 242010H, four rounds (If illuminatir;n ware fired fCir a CliO 
patr(i1 en-:;:ae;ed with two va at (YD 910946). This was tho last fir.mg 
until the end elf the COMO fire r,n 26 Doc. i{ctivitios wore resumed 
by firing 15 H&I missions during the aft,,;rtlr,pn c.f the; 26th. 

The Hr,w,tar Dattery displaced tc (YD 86311[3) n.DC1 D La.ttcry tic 
(YD 359118) durinl~ the mr:rning of 27 DoC. An OP ((1 Hill 93 (YD 
565104) c,bSdrV.:;;d 12 missbns in the south c8ntra1 j)\ rtit,n [if tho ThOR. 

M (',ecupiac1 '1. f('~3.rd p(siti(ln with twc' J::;uns ;J,t em (74108) at 
280825. The pl? tc,(,n fir..,c] four r'Dse!"Vacl missi( os Qod twr.' c'iroct fire 
missions. 

At 29011DH ~AC r<JqaostGd illuminaticn ,'It (YD 9111h6). Under 
iliuminatie>n CliC enr;a[;xl h VC with STlk<1.11 qrms fir.:: '-\Oc1 ~T(;unced rne. 

At 29215GH illuminati(;n was fir.:::d fl'r /C-r'VN at (YD 897236) ('n VC 
activity. CilC request.Jd and r8c2ivod illumin:",.tir,n (,n a similE.r tar­
gat at 292316n. Nc sllrVGill,:mca Was recoiV2d frc-m ,dthor missiron. 

:i!!ncl(suru (3) 4 
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