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: »/(1) Orga nizational Data

Lth Battalion, 12th Marines 13 3 66
3d Marine Division (Rein) FMF
3/FPH/ugn

5750
5§ Jan 1966
Ser# 03B5-66

Copy §__ of f§
Cormanding Officer
Commanding General, 3d Marine Division (Rei:) FMF
Commanding Officer, 12th Marines
Commard Chronology for December subm:.sswn of

(a) Divo 5 750.1

“(2) Strength Report

‘/(3) Chronological Summary of Simnificant Events . o~

1. In accordmce with reference (a), enclosures (1), (2) and (3)

are submitted,

CONFIDE

' DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

o,

9T ! A
CONF! ...

L.

3.

dbﬂan 1ona1 ata, lith Battalion, L

Commanders and prlnc;pal subordinates:

a.

b.

Battalion Staff

co LtCol E. M, RUDZIS

X0 Maj W, J. SPIESEL
S-3 Maj R. W, HEESCH
S-1 1stLt J. R, PARKER
S-2  lstLt R. J. KUCHINSKAS
§-3A  lstLt F, P, HENDERSON
8-l - Capt J. L, ROACH
Comm0 1lstLt E. J, HASSINGER
Supp0 1stLt B, E, EDWARDS
MIO  1stLt L. D. MATHEWS

Battery Commanders

Hq Battery Capt F. S, CARR

M Battery Capt W. J, FEIND

I Battery Istlt W. P. SCHAEFFER
B Battery Capt R. C. GREGOL

-10THowtar (2/12) Capt B. K. CONNERS

10THowtar (1/11)  1stlt P. D, CARPENTER

Atdachments and Detachments,

a3

Attachments:

I Dtry, 3d Battalion, 12th Marines (1-22 Dec)

L Battery, lst Lattalion, 11th Marines (22-31 Dec)

10Tmm Howtar Btry, 24 Battalion, 12th Marines (1-23 Dec) .

107mm Howtar Btry, lst Battalion, 1lth Merines (23-31 Dec)
Counter Mortar Radar, Hq Btry, 1lth Marines

Shere Fire Cowbrol P"lruy Tst R:tt,talim, 1lth Marines ,(23~3] Dec)
Aerial Obscrver, . ‘

Detachiments:

" Shore Fire Control Farty, 3d Battalion, 12th Narines (1-23 Dec)

K Battery, Lth Battalirn, 12th Marines
L Battery, Lth Dattalion, 12th Marines

Lcecation of Units,

B Battory, lst Battalion, 11lth Marines (YD 88891h10) Az flre 3772

M Btry(SP),4th Battalion, 12th Marines (YD 87601LL5) Az fire L150
107mnHowtarbtry,lsthn, 11th Marines (YD 88021h79) Az fire 6400

Hq Dtry, Lth Battalicn, 12th Marines (YD 8771L5)
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Strength Report 31 Dec 1965

Hq Btry T/0 ~ oO/H M Battery T/0  O/H
Officers (MC) 13 13 5 N
Enlisted (Mc) 15k 136 110 120
Officers (N) ' 1 0 0 0
Enlisted (N)- 3 . 3 2 2

B Btry T/0 o/M 107 Btry T/0 oM
Officers (MCY 9 ;] ‘ L n
Enlisted (MC) 133 12k 82 79
Officers (N) 0 0 0 0
Fnlistod (N) 2 2 2 2

Enclosure (2)
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WRONOIDGICAL SIMMARY OF SIGNH‘TCANT EVINTS

At O755H on 1 Dec, the Howtar Battery displaccd five guns to
(D 832136) during the conduct of a battalion firing damonstratinn,
The demonstration emphasizad massing the fires of the battalion on
defsnsive concentratioms, and firing the barrage with the Howtar
sattery. Iater in the day, a2 U.S, Army Calibraticn Team calibrated
the 10 howitzers in the 4th Dattalicn,

During the nizht of 1 Doe, at 2000H and 2125H, illuminaticn mise
sivns were fired for clemonts of 34 in contact with VG at (YD 81617L)
and (YD 921311). Doth missions were commleted but no surveillance
obtained,

On 2 Doc, T Dabtery displaced feur suns to (YD 882116) at 0730H
and Battery M moved twe suns forward te (¥D 359113) at 1hOoH, Late
tery I concduct.:d obscrvid missions on suspected cnemy pusiticns in the
west seetor of the TACR, and M fired H&I missirns.

At 021305H, the A0 adjusted M cn 2 VO at (YD 733094). The arca
was well coveroed, bub no gurveillance of the enemy was cbtalned after
firm-'

The Howtar babttery conducted a night eccupaticn of position,
meving te (YD 871139) at C21900H and r\,t,urninb te thcir primary posi-
ticn at 2100H. -

I Battcry firsd tén obsurved -missicns on suspacied VO harbering
sitcs and avemies of appreach in the scuthern porticn of the TAR on
3 Deee The Dattery cccupicd a forward pesibticn at (YD 077123) at
0915H, and roturncd to primary positica at 155,31 after firing several
H&I missions,

4t 031850H, an AOQ attached o 341 roquestsd fire on a squad of VC
at (YD 830075). No survcillsnce of the missicn was possible dus to
¢arkness.

Twe: peunds of illuminaticen and seveon rounds of U5 were fired in
suppert of a 3/L ambush at N32010H in the v1c1nit,y of (XD 9007)e  Nr
surveillance was c¢btained.,

4% 050715H the Howtar Doattery displaced te (YD 3638118). Ten
cbserved missicns ware firusd on suspscted assembly aruas, avenuss of
approach, and OP's in the westirn porticn of the TA0R, The missious
were cbsurved by an OP group of Sceut Observer Trainucs manning OP
Tango (YD 855733).

Botween 050L30H and 052507H the batta licn fired a preparaticon
for LSRVN onoa sweep ST of the TACOR near TRUOL SRIDGE. Later in the

day, members of the new K Co, 34 were cricnted by firing in their
defonsivoe ecncentrations with shell smoke,

1 Baclosure (3)
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¥ displaced twe zuns to (YD 802116) at 0BL300H, and fireé 22 HRZ
missicns beyund the normal maximum range frem their orimary prsiticn,
In the aftornecn of 6 Doc, LtGen V. H, KRUKAK tcured the batéalions
civil affairs project in the rofuges villages of DIEM TRU, KE LANG, and
PHAN DANG (YD 36156).

At 051915H I displa ced jour gung te a forward posgiticn at (YD
875139) =2nd cenductad errrdinated illuminatica and HE missicns uatil
2130H,

M fired cn one VO at (YD 770077) at ¢6160C7, Surveillance rge
norted gond offect on the target area. Two illuminaticn missicns
were fired during VC crntact at (YD 907999) and (D 905090) during
the nizht of 6 Dee,

At N30A30H fiur M-19 (SP) and three tcwed 155mm howitzers were
meved to (YD 359118) in supprrt of Operaticn GUNSHOKE, a Marine and
ARVN sweep ¢n the west bank of the SONG HONG River from (Y0 7L1161)
te (YD 7uB143). Two of the towed hewltzcrs were mannod by persrmnel
frem I Dattery. Two missicns were fired in suppert of the operaticua,.
4 VC ambush was dispersed by cne missicn at (YD 733161) and an un-
cbserved missicn was fired on 2 suspscted VC stremghold at (YD 736138},

The Hewtar Battery conducted a night cccupaticn of a position
at (YD 861142) tn the nizht of 7 Dec.

On 9 Duc, tho Howtar Battery fired 24 cbsorved missicns on sus-
pected VC prsiticns from 2 forward pesition at (YD 933°92). Aan OP
was established en Hill 108 (YD 871077) and manncd by Scout Obscrver
Trainces. I Dattery displaced to (YD 515139) at C91912H at (91912H
and fired one coordinated illuminaticn and HE missicn bufore return~
ing to thoir primary position at 213CH,

Daylizht H&I misairns were fired by M from a frrward positicn at
(YD B59113) en the aftsrnoen of 10 Dic.

At 100100H, an undstermined nmumber of VG attacked the HUOHG THUY
District HQ with mortars. Thrac uncbsorv.d defensive concentrations
were fired at the request of ARVN, and the PQ Crater Analysis Teanm
went to the arsa during the day. At N735H cn 10 Dec the A0 destroyed
a beat at (YD 81303L).

Dluminaticn was fircd for VN at 102200E during 2 light VC
probe at (UD 750130). Later in the night, at 110148H, M fired illum-
inaticn fer B/3/L during a contact which resulted in L VC KIa, 1
priscnsr, and 5 weapons capbturcd. ‘

On 11 Dze at O715H, I displaced four suns to (]
13 observed missicns in the soatherm sector of t\

VC lccations.

~
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. vur VG in a treeline at (YD 793092) at
on the arca was reprrted and no subsoquent,
mevement was cbserved. M later fired three uncbserved missicns on a
VG company at the roquest of [RVN in the vieinity f (YD 790080).

On the night of 11 Dic M crnduct.C a nizht cecupaticn of a forward
position at (YD 871139), frem which tw: ¢ rrdinated illumination and
HE missiins wore firad.

At 130730H, the Howtar Dattery displaced t¢ (7D 595000) and
fired tem cbsorved missions on suspected VC - siticns dn the scuthern
part of the TaOR. At 199CH, I displaced thrce s b (YD 059118}
and fired H&I missions throughout the nizht, roctorning to their pri.
mary positicn at 140430H,

The AO cbserved a bedy at (YD 802075) at M LMOOH. Tt was assumed
to be a victim of an HXI round,

At 3413 OOH, two juns from M reeunied a forward pusition at (YD
031148). Whilc they werc enrcute tc the desition, the A0 roquested
fire cn feur V€ on a reft ot (YD 731103), which is cub of range of the
guns in the primary pesiticns. The uns cenducted a basty cecupaticn
¢f positicn and completed the mission in 11 minutes. The VC doserted
- the raft and swam to shore, and grod effect was reverted on the
shoreline,

I Battory digplaced tu (YD 859113) at Ly17W0H and fired H&T
missitns cvernipght.

On 15 Duc, the three firing batteries and a Dottalicn Command
Greup meved to forward positicons for the day. The Howtar Dattery
cccupied a position at (YD 883092). I Battery moved three guns frem
their cvernight pesiticn to (¥ 882116), and M displaced two guns o
(YD 868118). The Battaliin FDC (Fwd) was established adjacent to T
‘Battery. Li missicos wore fircd in the scuthern part of the TAOR,
emphasizing mssing the fires of the battalien, rogussting reinfore-
ing fircs, and TOT orreodurcs.

During the night of the 15th, twe uncbsarved missions were fired
in suppert of 34 t's Combined jcticn Cempany (CAC) cduring a VC crntact
at (YD 9021ck).

At 172150H, throc cofcnsive concentraticns were fired at (1D '
762090), (YD 780092), and (¥D 760110) when the ARVN cutpest at NAM
HOA came under a lisht attack, Ne surveillance was rsceivad,

I displaced feur suns to (YD 859113) at 131S30H e fire &I
missicns, The battery returncd to its primory pesition at 190730,

At 182300H, illuminaticn was fired cn 3 VG or
(ID 908122}, Nofurther eontact was cstablished,

The Lattalien fired twe cbsorved and fivo unch ST nmissicns in
the vieinity of OP Crew (YD 849036) at 211500E in supnert of 3415
Mebile Strike Force. Crntact was not maintained,
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B Dattery, 1/11 srrived at 21133CH te relieve I, 3/12. I Bat-
tory departed position at 2205151,

Durin  the day on 22 Dee, the Dattalion fired on a reported VC
company at (YD 987157)., 4 subscquent swesp of the area yielded four
hand grenades., At 173CH tiie A0 adjusted M Sattsry oo cng VO at
(YD 772080}, Gocd effect un thc area was reportaxd,

W, 1/11 relieved W, 2/12 at 23060CH.

During the merning of the 23d, Howtar and P Dattery Commanders
were iiven an crdentaticon of forward firing positicns in the TAOR,
and at 1300H, B displaced four muns to (YD 005118) and W four guns
tc (YD 359118). Ten cbscrved missicns were fired.

On 2l D¢ the A0 firud on five VC at (YD 971073). 4 poussible
secondary explesibmmwag chservad. At 0830H M displaced twe guns o
(YD 868113). Feur obscrved missicns were fired cn suspected avenues
of appreach te the gouth of the TLOR.

On Christmas Eve, partics were heX frr the children in the
refugee villages of DIEM TRU, PHAN DANG, and KB 5ANG. 242 familiss
and 637 children attended,

At 242010H, four revads of illuminaticn were fired for a CAC
patrol engaged with twe VC at (YD 910946), This was the last firing
until the end of the ccase fire on 26 Dee. Activitios were resumed
by firing 15 K1 missicns during the afturncen of the 26th,

The Hrwtar Battery displaced to (YD 368113) and B Lattery to
(YD 059118) Curing the werning of 27 Duc. An OP ca Hill 93 (YD
86510k) cbserved 12 missicns in the south central pertion of the TACR.

M cecupied 2 forward position with twe guns at (YD O74108) at
200825, The platoen fired four rbserved missicms and twe direet fire
missionsg,

At 290113H 8AC reqﬁested illuminaticn at (YD 911146). Under
illuminaticn CAC enzazzd b VO with smell arms fire and wounded cne,

At 292150H illuminaticn was fired for ARVN at (YD 897236) n VC
activity., CAC requestod and received illuminaticn om 2 similar tar-
get at 292316H. N surveillancs was reccivad frem either mission.

During the menth, the Lth Battalirn expended a tctal of 5657
rcunds in suppert of loecal greund gorees. Of o gre L)Smm_,
1111 were 107mm, and 1189 werc 155mm. 195 cbbdinados TG0y (&
11Iminaticn missicns were fired, as well as b ¥ &
lizaticn missicns, 2h2h bel missicns, 9 rogidk 4 (
direct fire missicns, 1 preparaticn, 1 o\,structlrn missicn,
artillery demonstration.
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