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Part 1

Reporting Unit - Lth Battalion, 12th Marines

CP - DaNang (AT 847768)
Period covered - 1-30 April 1966
Date of submissie =~ L May 1966

Average monthly strength

UMC UV
Officers 25 0
Enlisted L63 9

Commanding Officer - LtCol E. M, RUDZIS

Principal Staff

X0 Maj R. W, HEESCH
S-1 SgtMaj M, W, BOIRE
S-2 1stLt D, R. FRANK
8~3 Capt J. POWERS
S-3A Capt R. C. GREGOR
S-4 Capt J, P, SMITH
Supply0 Capt B, E. EDWARDS
CommoO 1stlt J, J. CONWAY
MTO I1stLt L., D, MATHEWS

Survey/Metro 1stlt L.

=
.

Subordinate Units

Hq Btry Capt J, J, JAMES

Btry X Capt J. E, SCHULKEN
Btry L Capt J, H. BITLER

1lst 155 Guns Capt H, H. BROOKS III

Attachments and Detachments
a. Attachments
1st 155 Gun Battery (2-30 Apr)

b. Detached

Btry M to 3d Battalion, 12th Marines

DECLASSIFIED

SMITH (1-15 April)

(2~30 Apr)
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10. Lecation of Units

Btry K, L4/12 (AT 92147886) Az fire 5200 ~ . .
Btry L, L/12 (AT 96506716) Az fire 5800 (1-2 Apr)
(AT 98786717) Az fire 5800 (2-30 Apr)
(4T 96L86178) Az fire 3900 (1Lh-30 Apr)
155 Guns (AT 9536711L) Az fire 4300 - -
(AT 96387108) Az fire 3LOO
(4T 96LT7100) Az fire 2600

11, Missim - DaNang
a, General support/reinforcing . .
Btry K - Reinforcing 1/12
Btry L = Reinforcing 2/12
1st 155 Gun Btry - General Support
Part II
l. Personnel .

a. Number of replacements received:

USMC -~ Officers - 2
Fnlisted - 31

USN ~ Eniieted - 1

b, Number Personnel Rotated:

UMC - Officers - 1
Enlisted - 35
- None

USN - Officers
: - Enlisted - 2

c. »Number.of_pérsonnél'l¢ét through.attrition pﬁhef th&h'rétation: :
Q) WIA - |
(2) KiA:;;Nﬁne
(3) One Eﬁlisﬂéé ﬁarinaﬂﬁedicaliy evacuated,
“d. &R Trips: ‘13 ) o
2o ALdministration

a. There is a critical shortage of required blank forms (Emergency
Data Sheets, NCO Fitness Reports, Unit Diary Forms, Promotion Warrants).
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b. Awards
(1) Number processed:

3 Navy Commendation Medals
2 Bronze Star Medals
1 Purple Heart Madal

(2) Number Received:

One CO, 12th Marines Meritorious Mast
Two CO, L/12 Meritorious Masts
Thirteen Purple Heart‘Medals

c. Promotions:

2 to SSgt S to LCpl
8 to Cpl 2 to PFC

One meritorious Prometion to 1Cpl
d. Postal:

Services consider d to be excelient.
e, Legal:

4y Office Hours

3 BnCmdr Office Hours

2 SPCM pending

2 Summary Courts-Martial

3. Intelligence

a. Battery K received small arms snipor fire on the 16th, follewed by
a mortar and small arms fire attack on the 18th at 0155H. This fire con-
tinued until 0600H. During the 18th, patrols from battery K found one VC
KIA and an assortment of coptured equipment and material, The equipment
was limited to U, S, 60mm mortar with nose caps and bags of charges., The
material found was 7,62mm rounds, used grenade launchers, printed data on
the use of the grenade launcher, and the containers for grenade launchers.
ilso on the 18th, battery K patrols picked up two VCS and forwarded them
through this command te Regiment S-2, along with assorted material found
on the VOS. K continued to receive sniper fire on the 24th and 26th, On
the 27th, battery K submitted material found on a patrol route, and on the
30th, a VCS and porsonal material were delivered to this Command for for-
warding to Regimental Se2.
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b. Battery L received small arms sniper fire on the Lth, lLth and 16th.
On 22 April, an "IM patrol located 3 sticks with white cloth tied to them,
in the form of a "V" aimed in the direction of the battery position, A
closer check of the immediate arca in front of the battery reveal two more-
sticks also aimed at the battery pesition. These signal devices were de-
stroyed, On .the 2Lth, an "L" patrcl discovered an old and rusty 37mm RR
cannister, o ~ : 1 e ' ,

¢. 1st 155mm Gun (SP) Battery sighted 5 persons to the front of th.ir-
position on the unight of 13 April, but no exchange of fire was conducted
nor was it possible to asprehend the persons. On the 15th, twe trip flares
were set off, but no person(s) cculd be seen. Post #5, on the 16th, re-
ceived U rounds of small arms fire from 300 to LOO meters NNW of the ‘battery
center, On 20 April, 12 rouds of small arms fire was received and 3 per-
sons were sighted in frent of gun #1. The persons were fired upon by small
arms, but a morning patrol revealed no bodies or evidence of injury.

L. Training Highlights. Training during the month of April was limited
due tc the construction of the Lth Battalion, 12th Marines Command Post in
the DaNang TAOR. In addition, maximum effort was given to the construction
of security measures which necessitated a reduction in the number of classes
held in the Battalion, However, the Battalicn had 32 mén sttend the one
day Land Mine Warfare class ccnducted by 3d Engincer Battalion, Familiari-
zaticn classes were conducted on the riot control agonts which included
working with the protective mask. Familiarization lectures were ilsc held
on the 50 Cal machine gun and the M72 IAA W. Personnel from Headquarters
FDC conducted a nine day Fire Direction School for retraining of 0811fs to
the 084l billets, ' o o - ' '

5. Special Operations, Commending 1 April the Battalion previded one
platcon of 155 howitzers (SP) and one 155mm gun in support of the 9th
Yarines on Operation "GEORGIA". The weapons were displaced forward to Hill
55 (AT.964B6179) where they were joined by a platoon of 8" howitzers,
forming a Provisional Battcry under the command of Captain B, V, STONUM;
lst 8" How (9). Between 14-30 April, 9th Marines had very few VC con-
tacts which resulted in the Provisicnal Bat tery being used primarily to
Provide H&T support.. One Marine from Battery L was wounded in the right
arm by small arms fire, his ccndition was not serious. Resupply of the
battefy was accomplished by motor convoy.

Recép of\firé‘hissions'& ammﬁnition expenditure

Registrations Observed ~  Unebserved . B&I
1550 2 - 24 HE 17 - 1THE, 31 WP 10 - 22 HE L16 - L16HE
1556 5 -S0HE = 16 - 70HE, 43 WP~ 12 - SOHE, 17 TM1 137 - 137HE

DI
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6. Command and Control. Lth Battalion, 12th Marines hzs decentralized the
technical fire direction ccntrol of Battery K and L. 1st 155 Guns, how-
ever, are under the cen urallzed technical and tactical fire dlrectlon con-~
trol of the Battalion,

7. Communications and Electrenics. Wire and radio communicotions encountered
no significant problems during the month., The attachment cf the Radio Relay
unit on 17 April greatly facilitated the communlcatlon between Battalion and
Battery L.

8, Fire Support and Fire Support Cocrdlnatlon. No significant problems were
encountered during the month

9, Medical and Dental

a. Fourteen battle casualties during the month; 1 admitted to "C" MedCo,
3dMedBn; all others treated and returned to duty.

b. BASSETT, David R. Jr. HMC, USN, 229-72-42/8L32 was relieved as Sen=-
ior Medical Department Representatlve by MITCHELL, George H., HMC, USN,
296-21-65/8105 on 1 April 1966

c. Medical Statistics
(1) Total battle casualties - k.
(2) Total Non-battle casualties/illnesses - 387
(3) Total immunizations given this month - 328
10, Logisties

a. §EEBEX' Operatlcnal Spares remain at about 80% of operﬂtlng level
Major items of equipment.cn requisition 1nclude two (2) FU L82 generators,
one (1) PU 3L8 gonerator, and one‘(l) TD-15 Tractcr

b, Maintenance., Overall maintcnance is satisfactory. Shortage of
certain repair parts results in the dedlining of moter “transport and ord-
nance, This remains true to the instance of the M-109 SP, 155mm Howitzer
where requisitions are still outstanding for leaf springs (FSN 1025- 861~
1479), breach block (FSN 1025-967-7537), roller.shaft assembly (FSN 1025~
802-2573), knob (FSN' 1025-856-9874); work request was submlttcd for the
repalr of cne (1) turbo charger,

¢. Food Service. "AM rations were in short supply for several days-
during the month Oue to civil disturbances in DalNang. Food service during
the month consistéd of approximately 65% "A" rations and 35% "B" rations.
Messing facilities for “eadquarters Brottery ccnsist of a open GP tent, 4

temporary galley deck has been ccustrioted frem salvaged naterials,
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d, Contonement. Headquarters Battery, 17 of 32 strong backs have been
completed, Showers and Mess facilitiss are temporary in nature. The FDC
bunker is nearing completion and in use. Comm bunker is under construction.
The remaining Bn. Hq bunkers are approved, and will be drawn after excava-
tion is completed. Bunkers allccated to Btry K are available for issue, and
are being moved onto site and erected, Battery L and lst Guns have drawn .
all bunkers, and are erecting on site.

e. Yater. Battery K, L, and Headquarters truck all watcr into pesition,
Water points are %— to 5 miles from pesition, Water will not be piped in, in
the foreseeable future, 1st Guns has a water point in their position.

f. Motor Transport. Deadline rate is about 6%, Aceess roads into
Headquarters and battery K arc being improved,

g. Embarkation. Embarkotien is being updated after the recent move from
PhuBai to DaNang, . : : : -

h, Hospitalization and Evacuation. Facilities provided by "C" Medical
Company are adequate. the bBattaliou has mo doctor, ' ‘

11, Civil Affairs

E&EE.‘ Battery K held sickcall for 10 people.
& Apr- Battery X held sickcall for 10 people,
ggégi-'aattery K held sickeall for 43 peeple. -
}lﬁEE;IBattefy K held sickcall for 17 pepple;

134pr- Headquarters Battery distributed the following items: 200 lbs of
food, 25 1lbs of clothing, 50 bars of soap, 2 phrsical education kits, 1
textile kit, 1 box of sewing equipment, and 2 carpentor kits., Battery K
held sickcall for 11 people and distributed the following games, 100 bars
of soap, and 1 toxtile kit, 1st 155mm Gun Batt:ry distributed the follow-
iug items: 200 1lbs of “food, 80 -1bs of clothing, 100 bars of soap, 1 box of
toys and games, 1 textile kit, 1 physical education kit, and 2 carpenter
kits, - . _ . ‘ i

Wipr- Battery K held sickcall for 15 people,.
L7hpr- Battery K held sickcall for 17 people.
18Apr~ Headquarters Battery distributed the following items: LO 1bs of cloii-

ing, 6 bars of soap, and 10 lbs of toys. Battery K held sickeall for 2k
people. lst 155mm Gun Battery held sickeall for 6 people,

L.
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2lipr - Battery K held sickcall fer 12 people.

224pr - Battery K held sickcall for 10 people.
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- Battery K held sickcall for 31 people.
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Battery K held sickcall for 12 pecple.
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Battery K held sickcall for 2L people,
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Battery K held sickcall for 15 pecple,

27Apr - Battery K held sickcall for 15 people,
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1st 155mm Gun Battery held sickecall for 2 people,
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1st 155mm Gun Battery held sickcall for 1 person.
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1st 155mm Gun Battery held sickcall for 1l pecrson..
RECAPITULATION
a, MEDCAP '
(1) Vietnamese treated this month - L83
(2) No immunizations or training given te Vietnames phis month.
b. Te following total items were distributed: 600 1lbs cf food, o
lbs of clothing, 256 bars of soap, L boxes of toys and games, 3 physical
education kits, 3 textile kits, L carpenter kits, and 1 box of sewing

equipment,

Part IIT

Chronological summary of sipgnificant events

2 spr - 1st 155 Guns attached to L/12 as of 0800 this date with a GS/rein-
forcing mission; the missions of Battery L and Kwere also chang :d to es/
reinforcing 2/12 and 1/12 respectively, At 1045, Battery L arrived at ncw
CP (AT $8786717) and was laid on Az 5800, Def 3200. The Battory was ready
to fire at 1200, )

9 Apr - Battery L fired on an abandoned ARVN ammmnition dump (AT 98L583)
3t 1545. 76 HE rounds were cxpended and the arsa set afire, 12 secondmy
explosions were noteds The battalion received the Frag Order fer opera-
tion GEORGIA from 12th Marines at 0655.

liipr - At 1600, 12th Marines assigned Lith Battalion the mission of direct
support of 3d Recon Battalion patanls in West. and Southwest sectoers of the
Dallang TACR,
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15Apr ~ it 1120 Battery K fircd its 20,000th rcund since arriving in
Vietnam,

18Apr - At 0145, Battery K was attacked by Vi-t Cong using 60mm mort-rs,
rifle grenades and small arms, An estimated 50 mortar rainds landed in

the battery area causing only minor weunds to 13 individuals and insigni-
ficant damage to equipment. Self-illumiation was fired using 155mm how-
itzer (SP) when illumination from oth.r scurces proved inadequate, A 155mm
howitzer (SP) was used in dircet fire against mortar positions. Three
rounds HE-Q were fired and mortars were silenced., Attack ended at approxi-
mately 180530H, At 1510 12th Marines notified the Battalion of the for-
mation of a composite battery for Operation GRORGIA. The hattery will con-
sist of (2) 155 howitzers (SP), (1) 8" howitzer (SP) and (1) 155 Gun (SP).
This unit will occupy a position on Hill 55 (4T 96L86179) and is to be
commanded by Captain B, V., STONUM, lst 8" howitzer battery (SP).

2lApr - Battery K fired for Recon patrol (APACHE) at (AT 98258559) on &
VC walking on a rcad. Estimated L VC KIA.

27Apr - A Marine from Battery L was hit with small arms fire on hill 55
at 1700. The round entered the upper right arm about 2 inches below the
shoulder, He was admitted to "C" Med 2t 1732 for an estimated period of
lo days.

Recapitulation of fire missions

Observed Unobserved Registrations Dostruction  H&I Total
117 18 10 1T 700 2218
Ammonition Expenditure
155H 155G Total
HE 2887 —265 3152
WP 132 49 181
111 59 3 62
Total 3078 317 3395

Recapitulation of Battery Patrols

Hy ngn ngn st Guns Total
7 75 22 2h 90

Headquarters Battery sent out 6 Regimental Patrols and posted 11 Regimental
Iistening Posts.
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