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Part I 

1. Reporting Unit - 4th Battalion, 12th Marines 

2. CP - DaNang (AT 847768) 

3. Period covered - 1-30 April 1966 

4. Date of submissicn - 4 May 1966 

5. Avernge monthly strength 

Officers 
Enlisted 

USMC 
2; 

463 

UW 
-0 
9 

6. Commanding Officer - Ltcol E. M. RUDZIS 

7. Principal Staff 

XO 
S-l 
S-2 
S-3 
S-JA 
s-4 
SupplyO 
CommO 

Maj R. tv. HEESCH 
SgtMaj M. W. BOrRE 
lstLt D. R. FRANK 

Capt J. POWERS 
Capt R. C. GREGOR 
Capt J. P. SMITH 
Capt B. E. ED14ARDS 

lstLt J. J. CONWAY 
ls tLt L. D. Hll.THEWS 

• 

MTO 
Survey/Metro lstLt L. N. SMITH (1-15 April) 

8. Subordinate Units 

Hq Btry 
Btry K 
Btry L 
1st 15.5 Guns 

capt J. J. JAMES 
Capt J. E. SCHULKEN 
Capt J. H. IUTlER 
Capt H. H. BROOKS III (2-30 Apr) 

9. Attachments and Detnchments 

a. At tacrunGnts 

1st 1.55 Gun Battery (2-30 Apr) 

b. DGtached 

Btry M to 3d Battalion, 12th Marines 

., 
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10. Location of Units 

Btry K, 4/12 (AT 92147886) Az fire 5200 
Btry L, 4/12 (AT 96,06116) Az fire 5800 

(AT 98786717) Az fire. 5800 
(AT 96486178) Az fire 3900 

1S$ Guns (AT 96)671Jh) Az fire 4300 
(AT 96381108) Az fire 3400 
(AT 96477100) Az fire 2600 

11. Missicn - DaNang 

a. General support/reinforcing . -- , -
Btry K - Reinforcing 1/12 
Btry t - Reinforcing 2/12 
1st 155 Gun Btry - Gen~ral Support 

Part II 

1. Personnel 

a. Number of replacements received: 

USHC .. Officers - 2 
Enlisted .. 31 

USN - Enlistcd - 1 ': 

b. Number Personne1 Rotated: 

U31C - Officers - 1 
Enlisted - 35 

USN - OffiCdrs - None 
. Enlist·::d - _ 2 

• 
(1-2 Apr) 
(2~30 Apr) 
(14-30 Apr) 

i -.. 

c.Number of ,personnel 19st through attrition other than rotation: 

( 1) \JIA - 14. ' -

(2) KIA :-.None 
. " 

(3) One Enlisted Marire medically evac~~ted~ 

'd .R&RTrips:· : 13 

2. AJ"LJ_ni,:rl:,ra tion 

n.. There is a critical shortage of required blank forms (Em~rg~ncy 
Data She8ts, NCO Fitness Reports, Unit Diary Forms, Promotion Warrants). 

..... f , 
" ' 

'!, 
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b. Awards 

(1) Number processed: 

3 Navy Commendation r{edals 
2 Bronze Star Medals 
1 Purple Heart Medal 

(2) Number Received: 

One CO, 12th Marines Meritorious Mast 
Two CO, 4/12 Meritorious Masts 
Thirteen Purple Heart Medals . 

c. Promotions: 

2 to SSgt 
8 to Cpl 

5 to LCpl 
2 to PFe 

One meritorious Promotion to LCpl 

d. Postal: 

Services consider d to be excellent. 

e. Legal: 

4 Office Hours 
) BnCmdr Office Hours 
2 SPCM pending 
2 Summary Courts-Martial 

3. Intelligence 

• 

a. Battery K received small arms snip0r fire on the 16th, followed by 
a mortar and small arms fire attack on the 18th nt 0155H. This fire con­
tinued until 0600H. During the 18th, patrols from battery K found one VC 
KIA and an assortment of captured eqUipment and material. The equipment 
was limit3d to U. S. 60mm mortar with nose caps and bags of charges. The 
m~terial found was 7.62mm rounds, used grenade launchers, printed data on 
the use of the grenade launcher, and the containers for grenade launchers. 
l~lso on the 18th, battery K patrols picked up two ves and forwarded them 
through this command to Regiment S-2, along with assortod mattri~l found 
on the VCS. K continued to receive sniper fire on the 24th and 26th. On 
the 27th, battery K submitted material found on a patrol route, and on the 
30th, a ves and personal material were delivered to this Command for for­
warding to Regiment::\l 3-2. 

4 
, ~. 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

. . CONFIOEN~" ~~l' 
('J)HFID ENTIA L • • 

b. Battery L received small arms sniper fire on th;2 4th" 14th: and 16th. 
On 22 April, an "111 patrol "located 3 sticks with "White cloth tied to thGm, . 
in the form qf anVil 'aimed .in the··direction of the battery position. A 
closer check of the inmiediate arl>a i!1 front of the battery reveal two more· 
sticks also aimed at the battery pes iti on. These signal devices were de­
stroyed. On. the .24th, an "LII pa trcl d iscovtlred an old and rusty 37mm RR 
cannister. '. 

c. 1st 155nunGun (SP) Battery signted 5 parsons to th0 front of thJ.ir 
position on the night of 13 April, but no exchange of fire was cc.nducted 
nor was it possi~le to a:Jprehend .the persons. On the . 15th, two trip. narcs 
were set off, but no person(srcould he seen. Post #5, on the 16th, re- .. 
ceived 4 rounds of small arms fire from 300 to 400 meters !~NWof the 'battery 
center. On 20 April, 12 rourIl s of small arms fire was received and 3 per­
sons were sighted in frent of gun #1. The persons were fired upon by small 
arms, but a. morning patroi revealed no bodies or eyidence of injury. 

4. Tr!lining Highlights. Training d~ing the~onth 6f April was limited· 
due to the construction of the 4th .Battalion, l2th }~rines Command Post in 
the DaNang TAOR. In addition,. maximum" effort was given to' the construction 
of se"Curiti mea'sures wtlich necessitated' a reduction in the numb€?r' of classes 
held in the Battalion. However, the Battalion had 32 rilen attend the one. 
day Land Mine Warfare class cc nducted by 3d EngineElr .. Batt.aJ,.icn.l"amilictri­
zatien classes were conducted on the riot controlo.g.:mts Which included 
werking with the protective mask. Familiarization leqtures were also held 
on the 50 Cal machine gun and the M72 LAA w. Personnel from' Headquarters 
FDe conducted a nine day Fire Direction School for retraining of 0811 f s to 
the 0844 billets.· ., . '. 

5. Special Operations. Commending 14 April'the Battaiion provided one 
platoon of lSS howitzers (SP) and one 15Smm gun in support of the 9th 
!hrines on Operation "GEORGIA". The weapons were displaced forward to Hill 
55 (AT 96486179) where they were joined by a platoon of 8" how;i.tzt;)rs, 
forming a Prov.isional Battory under the command of Captain B. V. STONUM; 
1st 8" How (::P'). Between. 'l4-30 April, 9th ~"lrines ha,d v\:;:ry f",w VC oon.­
tacts which resulted in the Provisional Battery being used prim3rily to 
p~vide H&I support •. One Marine .from Battery. L was wounded in the right 
arm ?y small arms fire, his ctndition was not. serious. nesupply of the 
ba t tery was accomplished by motor convoy. . . 

R.ec~p of firem:fs.~ions & ammunition expenditw::e 

Registrations 

155H. 2 - 24 HE 

155G 5 -50 HE 

....... . ... -" ..... 
:1, ...... , . 
'J.~- .. ~,'!i'.' 

Observed . Unebserved H&I 

17 - 17HE, 31 ~ 10 - 22 HE 416 - 416HE 

~6 - .70H.E, 43 WP . 12 - 50RE,17nl 137 .~ 137HE 
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6. Command and Control. 4th Battalion, 12th Marinos h;;s dece:ntralized the 
technical fir~ .direction centrol of BatteryK 2ndL. 1st 155 Guns, how­
ever, are under the c(;osralized technical and tJ.ctical fire direction ,con­
trol of the Battalion. 

7. Communications and Electrcnics. \Vire and r:ldio communic~,tions encountered 
no significant problems during the month. '!be attachment of the Radio Relay 
unit on 17 April greatly facilitated the cornmunic~tion between Battalion and 
Battery L~ 

8. Fire Support and Fire Support Coc:rdination. No significant problems were 
encountered during the month. 

9. ~~dical and Dental 

a.Fourteen battle casualties during the month; 1 admitted to "C" }ledCo, 
3dMedBn; all others treated and returned to duty. 

, b. BASSETT, David R. Jr. HMC, USN, 229-72-42/8432 was. relieved as Sen-
ior Medical Department Representative by HITCHELL, George H., HMe, USN, 
296-24-65/8405 on 1 April 1966 " 

c. Medical Statistics 

(1) Total battle casualties - 14. 

(2) Total Non-battle casualt:ie s/illnesses - 387 

(3) Total immunizations given this month - 328 

10. Logistics 

a. Supply. Opern.t.ional Spares rcma.in ~t about 80% of operating level. 
Major items of equipment cn r0quisition inciudf::: two (2) PU 482gene~r:1tors, 
one (1) PU 348 g8norator, and one. (1), TD-1S Tractor 

b. Maintenance. Overall ni·ainten'1nce is satisf~l.ctory. Shortage of 
certain repair parts resu.lts in the de .... dlini.ng of motor 'transport and ord­
nance. This remains true to the instnn ce of th3 M-I09 SF, l"mm Hc"itzer 
where requisitions are still outstanding formaf springs ,(FSN 1025-861-
1479), breach block (FSN 102$-967-7537'), roller.shaftassem"bly (FSN 102,- . 
802-2573), knob (FSN· 1025-856-9874); work request was 5ubmittGd for the 
repair of one (1) turbo ch~rger. 

c~ Food Service. "AII rations were in short supply for s0vsral days' 
during the month due to civil disturbances in DaNang. Food service during 
the month consisted of approximately 6~% flA" r:ltions and 35% IIBII rations. 
Messing facilities for Headquarters B<,ttery cC'nsist of 3. open GP tent. ,\ 
temporary galley deck has been cCl1si:..r;l.Oted fn:>m s.:tlvaged T'nterials. 
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d. Contonement. Headqutlrters Battery, 17 of 32 ~trong backs have been' 
completed. Showers and ~~ss faciliti0s are temporary in nature. The FOC 
bunker is nearing completion and in use. Corom bunker is under construction. 
The remaining Bn. Hq bunkers are approved, and Will be drawn after excava­
tion is completed. Bunkers allocated ·to Btry Kare available for issue, and 
are being moved onto site and erected. Battery L and 1st Guns have drawn ' 
all bunkers, and are erecting on site. ' 

e. Water. Battery K, L, and Headquarters truck all wator into position. 
Water points are * to 5 miles from position. Wat0r will not be piped in, in 
the foreseeable future. 1st Guns has a water point in their position~ 

f. Motor Transport. Deadliqe rate is about 6%. Aceess reads into 
Headquarters and battery K are being improved. 

g. Embarkation. Fmbark."'.tion is being updatGd after the recent moVe from 
PhuBai to DaNang. 

h. Hospitalizat~on ond Evacu"'tion. FacUities provide9 by "cn ~ical 
Company are adequate. the Battalion has' tlO' doctor. 

11. Civil Affairs 

4Apr - Battery K held sickcall for 10 people. -
6 Apr- Battery K held sickcall for 10 people. -..-. 

10Apr- Battery K held sickcall for 43 pe.ple. -
llApr- Battery K held sickcall fer 17 peo'p1e: 

13Iipr- Headquarters Ba.ttcry distributed the following items: 200 Ibs of 
food, 25 Ibs of clothing, 50 bars of soap, 2 phrsical education kits, 1 
textile kit, 1 box of sewing equipment, and 2 carpent,Jr kits. Batt~ry K 
held sickcall for 11 people and distributed the following games, 100 bars 
of soap, and 1 textile kit. 1st l55mm GunBatt'~ry distributed the follow­
iUf; items: 200 Ibs 0f ,food, $.0 ~lbs Dr c 16thing ,100 bars of soap, 1 box of 
,toys and games, 1 textile kit, 1 physical education kit, and 2 carpenter 
kits. . ' 

1L!r'lpr- Battery K held sickcall .forlS people •. 

17Apr- Battery K held sickcal1 for 17 people. 

l8AFl~- Headquarters Battery' distributed .the follo~:i..rig items: 40 Ibs of cl~~l.;~­
ing, 6 bars of soap, and 10 Ibs of·toys. Battery' K hold sickc.'1.U for 24 
people. 1st 155mm Gun Bat.tery held sickC:1.11 foT' 6 people. ' 
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2llipr - Battery K held sickcall for ,12 people. 

22Apr - Battery K held sickcall for 10 people. 

23Apr- Battery K held sickcall for 31 people. 

2hApr - Battery K held sickcall for 12 people. 

25Apr - Battery K held sickcall for 24 people. 

26Apr - Battery K held sickcall for 15 people. -- . 

27Apr - Battery K held sickcall for 15 people. 

, •• < •
~": 

28Apr - 1st 155mm Gun Battery held sickcall for 2 people. 

29Apr - 1st 155mm Gun Battery held sickcall for 1 person.' 

30Apr - 1st l55mrn Gun Battery held sickcall for.l parson." 

RECAPITUUlTION 

a. MEDCAP 

(1) Vietnamese treated this month - h83 

(2) No immunizations or training given to Vietnames this month. 

b. The following total items were distributed: 600 Ibs of food, 140 
Ibs of clothing, 256 bars of soap, 4 boxes of toys and garnes, 3 physical 
education kits, 3 textile kits, h carpenter kits, and 1 box of sewing 
equipment. 

Part III 
, , 

Chronological summary of significant eVents 

2 Apr - 1st 155 Guns atklched to h/12 as of 0800 this date with a GS/rein­
forcing mission; the missions of Batt~ry Land Kwere also changJd to GS/ 
r~infQrcing 2/12 and 1/l2 respectively. At 1045, Battery L arrived at new 
CP (:IT 98786717) and was laid on Az 5800; Def 3200. The Battery W3S rc::.dy 
to firc ~t 1200. 

9 Apr - BattGry L fn-ed on an abandoned ARVN ammunition dump (AT 984583) 
:tt 15h5. 76 HE rounds were expended and the aNa set afire, 12 second:-l.l:Y 
explosions wc:re noted. The battalion received the Frag Ordor fer op(~rcl­
tion GEORGIA from 12th ~~rines at 0655. 

14Apr - At 1600, 12th Marines assigned hth Battalion the mission of diroct 
S1:i'PPOrt of 3d Reoon B::tT,t."'I.linn p-TI.r'nls :iJ:l. WQSt-:1nd Sou:t.hwest. ooct..crs of the 
D.·'JJrm~ T:,CR. 
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15Apr - At 1120 Battery K fire:d its 20,OOOth rrund since arriving in 
Vietnam. 

lBApr - At 0:115, Battery K was attacked by Vi,t Cong using 6()nm mort;.rs, 
rifle grenades and sma1l arms. An Gstima ted 50 morkr rcu nds landed in 
the battery area causing only minor w('unds to 13 individuals and insigni­
ficant damage to equipment. Se1r-il1umiation was fired using 155mm how­
itzer (sp) when illumination from oth:r scur'Ces proved inadequate. A 155mm 
howitzer (SP) was used in direct fire against mortar positions. Three 
rounds HE-Q W8re fired and mortars were silcncGd. Attack ended at approxi­
mately 18053OH. At 1510 12th Marines notified the Battalion of the for­
mation of a composite battery for Operation GEDRGIA. The battery will con­
sist of (2) 155 howitzers (sp), (1) 811 howitzer (SP) and (1) 155 Gun (SF). 
This unit will occupy a position on Hill 55 (AT 96486179) and is to be 
commanded by Captain B. V. STONUN, 1st 811 howitzer batti:lry (SP). 

21Apr - Battery K fired for Recon patrol (AP11CHE) at (AT 98258559) on , 
VC walking on a road. Est:i1na ted 4 vc KIA. 

27Apr - A Marine from Battery L was hit with small arms fire on hill" 
~OO. The round entered the upper right arm about 2 inches below the 
shoulder. He vIas admitted to "C" Mad at 1732 for an estimated period of 
10 days. 

Recapitulation of fire missions 

Observed Unobserved Reg:istrations 
117 18 10 

Ill'nmuniticn Expend iture 

lS5H lSSG 
HE 2887 ~ 
1..JP 132 49 
III 59 3 
Total 3078 317 

~8capitulation of Battery Patrols 

]a t Guns 
24 

Do;;truction 
1 

Total 
"'1m 

181 
62 

3395 

Total 
98 

H&I Total 
2iOo 224b 

Headquarters Battery sent out 6 Regimen~~ patrols and posted 11 Regimental 
Listening posts. 
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