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Part I 

1. Reporting Unit - 4th Battalion, 12th Marines 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8, 

CP • Da Nang (AT 947 768) (1-17 Oct) 
Dong Ha (YO 228 587) (18 .. 31 Oct) 

Period covered - 1-31 Oct 1966 

Date of submission - 5 Nov 1966 

Average monthly strength 
USMC USN - -

Officers 25 p 
Enlisted 355 10 

Commanding Officer - LtCol D.G. JONES 

Principal Staff 

XO Maj J. L. NORMAN (1-2u Oct) 
Maj D.B. BARKER (25-31 Oct) . 

SgtMaj SgtMaj J. W. ROBBINS 
S-1 2dLt J.C. LIVINGSTON (1-28 Oct) 

2dLt R.D. EEMOND (29-31 Oct) 
5-2 GySgt R.F. PICKETT 
S-3 Capt J. pmVERS 
5-3A 2dLt R.D. HAWKINS 
s-4 Capt C.G. BLASI 
SupplyO 2dLt R.P. HORNE Jr. 
CommQ 2dLt H.H. SEIPEL Jr. 
MaintO 2dLt H. DOHI\E 
MTO 11/0 L.C. ECKSTROM 
Survey/Metro GySgt F. B. fv1c2A~Ch'ERN (1-15 Oct) 

Subordinate Units 

Hq Btry Capt O.J. CREWS 

K Btry Capt J.H. BUTLER 

L Btry Capt K.L. AMMONS_ 

M :-'try Capt J.E. trlAY 

8" Btry Capt H.N. MEANS 

Morrt..ar Btry Capt R.O. HERRITT 
Capt W.J. ODLE 

(1-7 Oct) 
(8-11 Oct) 
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9. Attachments and Detachments 

a. Attachments: 
(1) 1st 811 How Btry (SF) (-) (Rein) 
(2) Mortar Btry, 2d Battalion, 12th Marines 

b. Detached: 
(1) Btry M to 3d BattalionJ 12th Harines 
(2) Btry L to 2d Battalion, 12th }o[arines 

10. Location of Units 

(1-14 Oct) 
(1-ll Oct) 

(1-27 Oct) 
(14-31 oct) 

Btry K, 4/12 (AT 92147886) Az fire 5200 (1-12 Oct) 
Btry K, 4/12 (YO 239594) Az fire 4100 (13-26 Oct) 
Btry K, 4/12 (YO 214591) Az fire 0 (21-31 Oct) 
Btry MI 4/12 (YD 06065472) Az tire ,200 (28-31 oct)( 
8" Btry, 4/12 (AT 964712) Az fire 4600 (1-12 Oct) 
8" Btry, 4/12 (AT 921h7886) Az fire 5300 (13-14 oct) 
Mortar Btry, 4/12 (AT 92147886) Az fire 5200 (1-11 oct) 
Composite Btry, 4/12 (AT 878577) (1~55!. I-M53, 2-M109) Az fire 4900, 

5500, 4400 respectively. 
8" P1t (IICII), 4/12 (AT 965618) (1-M55, 1-M53) Az fire 2600, 3200 

respectively. 

11. Mission - General support/reinforcing 

a. Da Nang 
Btry K - Reinforcing 1/12 
Btry L - Reinfo~cing 2/12 
8" Btry - Reinforcing 1/12, 2/12 
Mortar Btry - Reinforcing 1/l2 

b. Dong Ha 
Btry K - Reinforcing Dong Ha eomba& BaS& 
BtryM - Reinforcing ~12, 3/lZ 

1. Personnel 
a. Number of replacements received: 

USMC - Officers! 3 
Enlisted: 9 

b. Number of personnel rotated: 

UafC • Officers: 3 
Enlisted: 7 

USN - Officers: 0 
Enlisted: 2 

USN .. Officers: 0 
Enlisted: 1 

c. Number of personnel lostthrcugh attrition other than rctaticn: 
(1) WIA - 0 
(2) KIA - 1 
0) EVACUATED - 1 Enclosure (1) 
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d • RP,.:,'9. Trips: 25 

2. Administration 

a. On hand strength of administrative personnel in this Battalion is 
currently at 65% of T.O. 

b. Awards 
(1) Number processed: 3 Bronze Stars and 2 Navy Conunendation Medals 

(2) Number received: None 

c. Promotions: (by rank) 
3 to Capt 
1 to SgtMaj 
62 to Cpl 
16 to LCpl 

d. Postal: Initially mail service WqS extremely poor when this unit 
arrived in the Dong Ha Area. Service has improved somewhat towards the 
end of the period. Honey order service is unsatisfactory. 

e. Legal: 2 Special Court Mal:tials 

3. Intelligence. Briefings for the Commanding Officer and personnel of the 
Battalion Statf and Headquarters Battery were conducted d~ily until displace~ 
ment to Dong Ha Combat Base at l11200B Oct 66. 

Liaiscil was conducted during this reporting period with S-2, 3d Tank Bnj 
and Rca Vang District He~dquarters. 

This 3s:~tion clcsed the 5-2 Journal at l11200H (let and opened the 
Journal 'cLt trl::: Dong Ha Combat Base at 211200H Oct. 

Processinr, of security clearances and granting of same cC'ntinued during 
the nKnth. Nap needs were satisfied throughout the Battalion. 

4. Training Highlights. Training during the month of Octoher was limited 
due ro operational commHtments ,nnd tho prep3I'ation "lnd movement of tho 4th 
Battalion, 12th M3rincn'>:) Dong Ea. 

During the month 'i;)rsonnel of the Batta.lion attended the follolTing Sdl('C'ls: 

Nuclear Weapons 
NUMS 
Projectionist 
Ammo Technician 
NCO Leadership 
Infantry \veapens 

Assel'101y - 6 
- 2 
- 2 
- 1 
- 1 

R8p3.ir - 1 

5. §Pecial Operations. 
a. The Batblion h'1d an 811 How Pl.1.tccn displaced tc Hill 55 (AT 965 618). 

The unit consists of ono M55 and one N53 vrith the missicn of roinfcrdng the 
firvs of 2d Battalion, 12th l'hrincs. 

b'. A Composite Batt.:;ry of tuo Hl09' 0, cne nS5,:ttld cnc tiS3 ~::'s di:.>phc0d 
to PJ.ll 65 (AT 878 571) in support of 1st B1.tt:J.licm, ]j?th l'hrinos. 
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c. On 1 Oct a Platoon of Ml141 s from Battery K was attached to 
Batter,y B 1st Battalion, 13th Marines for operations in the Khe Sanh 
Area (XD 837 424). The Platoon was Opcon 1st Eattalion, 12th Marines 
with a mission of Gen03ral SUPL)ort/Reinforctng B/l/13. 

6. Ccmmand and Control. 4th Battalicn, 12th Narines has decentralized 
the technical fire direction control of all firing Batteries. 

7. Communications and Electronics. Wire and radio communications en­
countered no significant problems during the month. 

8. Fire Support and Fire Support Coordination. No significant problems 
were encountered during the month. 

9. Medical and Dental. 

a. Nedica1 Statistics 

(1) Total battle casualties - 1 (KIA) 
(2) Total non-battle casualties/illness - 56 
(3) Total immunizations ~~iven this mC'nth - 17 

:~. .3:::".·'ly - Operational spares on hand are at approxinlately &::Y;r cf 
Cpel~:lt,.~.ng level. Major items of equipment on requisit,icn include: 
(1) 1'he (2) - Generator Set PU-482/M 
(2). ne (1) - Generator Se:t PU-348 A/O 
(3) One (1) - Tractor, Full Tracked - TD-15 
(4) Twc (2) - Truck, Cargo 3J4T 4x4 - M37B1 
(5) One (1) - Truck, Cargo * 6x6 - M35 

b. Mainten'lnce - Over.'lll maintenance is satisfactory. There are no 
facilities in the Dong Ha. Area for 3d Echelon maintenance for the l55mm How 
MI09 (SP). The deadline. rate for the Nl09 is approximately 18%. 

c. Food Services - itA", f!~:>I, ;:md lie" raticns were served during the 
month cf October. 

d. Cantcnement - Headquarters, "K", and "},I" B9.tteries are liviw: 
unde!' canvas. At the present time there no plans for strong backing any 
of the battery positions. 

c. Motor TransEort - Deadline rate for motor tnnsrJort is 81. 

Enclosure (1) 
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f. Embarkation - During the period of 11 October to 20 October H~~d~ 
quarters and "K" Batteries embarked aboard LCU I S and moved from Da Nang TAOFi 
tc their present positions ~n the Dong Ha Area. 

g. Hospitalization and EvaCU8,ticn - Casualties are evacuated by helicop­
ter to the "USS Repose". This Battalion has no doctor, but the Regimental 
Surge9Il is available for use by Headquarters and "K" Battery. "M" Battery 
uses the facilities of 3d Bn, 12th Iviarines. 

11. Civil Affairs 

a. The Battalion drilled a ,.ell for the: MI:1~t. .;:;f' Phcng Bac #3 
(AT 946 768). The work was supervised by the Civil Affairs Officer. 

b. All Batteri-es prov:tded the Vietnames~ Ivith garbage tr feed their 
pigs. 

c. One truck load of scrap lumber was given to the Phong Bac #3 H,'Ulllet. 

d. The Battalion employed ten Vietnamese females as kitchen workers 
during the period 1 to 10 October. 

e. Building materials for repairs, and feod were provided to one Viet­
namesso£am:Uy' (Phi.) whose home ',":1S struck and set afire by an aipc,"1'aft fl-n-o .. 
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Chronological ~ary of Significant Events 

10· Oct .. At 0800 this dateJ 4th Battalion, 12th Marines was detached fr~ 
the 12th Marines and attached to the lith Marines. Mission re­
mained unchanged. 

11 Oct - Mortar Battery, 2d Battalion, 12th Marines was detached at 1700 
from 4th Battalion, 12th Marines to Ope on of the Provisional Ar­
tillery Battalion at Phu Bai. 

12 Oct - 1st 81t Howitaer Battery started to displace at 0800 this date to 
(AT 9214 7886). The move was administrative and completed at 2010. 
13 Oct. 

JZ Oct - At 1000, Battery K was detached from 4th Battalion, 12th Marines. 
The Battery disp:"aced via landing cr'aft to the Dong Ha Combat 
Base (YD 239 594). The Battery was assigned a mission of General 
Support of the Dong Ha~ombat Base with Opccn to 12th Marines. 

12 (lot - At 1530, Battery L fir-eCi an observed mission on VC in the open 
(AT 7877 5513); the Fa reported good coverage with 2 probable KIA'S. 

12 Oct - At 1920, Battery L fired an observed mission on 5 VC boats with 
supplies (AT 853 554). The boats.were destrryed with an expendi­
ture of 28 rounds of HE • 

14 Oct - At 0815, Battery L and 1st 8" Howitzer Battery were detached from 
4th Battalion, 12th Marines to opcon of 3d Battalion, 12th Marines 
and 11th Marines respectively. 

l~ Oct. - At 0315, Headquarters Battery sustained one KIA within its peri­
meuer from a firefight adjacen~ to the Northwest corner of the 
Command Post. 

17 Oct - ).t t,l, ::at~lion, 12th Marmes was ~hopped bY' 11th Marines at 0800 
this date. The advanced party departed Da Nang via KC130 at 1035 
and arrived at-the. new COlTJm~nd Post at 1130. The Da Nang Command 
Post was closed at 1200. 

19 Oct -The BattaLion departed Da Nang at 1600 via landing craft. The de­
lay in departure Has due to inclement weather, however the main 
body~rriv9d at its new Command Post (YO 228 581) at 1400 20 Oct. 
The tactical occupation of the Command Post was without complic::­
tions and 4th Battalion, 12th Marines reverted to parental ,~cnt,l·lJ. 
of the 12th Marines with the misSion of General Support/Reinfcrcb;~. 

Enclosure (1) 

1 CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 



:!. 

'. 

,.. 

DECLASSIFIED 

22 Oct - .l.' _'" ~jattal.ion mess served its first hot meal, breaktast, t.h:L~~~ ~" 
;~ol'lc continued in the camp area. Ccromand and staff visits were 
made; to the firing batteries. 

24 Oct - Battery K reverted to parental control of 4th Battalion~ 12th Marines 
as of 0800. 

25 Oct - At 1010" a. TD-15 operating in Headquart3rs Battery area, detonated a 
device, causing a low order explosion. No casualties or damage were 
sustained. 

27 Oct - Battery Kilo tactically displaced to its current Command Post 
(10 2145(5911) at 0950. The Battery has six M109' s laid on azi­
muth 0 -w?-~h a mission of General Support/Reinforcing the Dong Ha 
Combat ~~e. In addition, the Battery answers direct calls fer 
fire from 1st Battalion, uth Marines. 

28 Oct - At 1645 this date, Batt"'·"Y M reverted to parental control of 4th 
. Battalion, 12th Harines. The Battery has 4 }U09' s laid on azimuth 

$200 with a mission of General ,3upport/Reinforcing 1st and )d 
Battalion, 12th l'l2.rines. 

Recapitulation of fire missions ..... 
Observed Unobserved Registrations melts Total .. .. 

15 5 5 502 527 

Ammunition EXEenditures 

HUH GUN 8n - -
HE 1249 33 63 
WP 15 
ILL )0 

Total 1294 33 63 

Recapitulation of Batte~~ - Patrols . 
l!g "K" "1" ''l-P' 8n Total -

6 16 2' 0 0 24 
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