
 

lProni: . 
To: 
Via: 

Subj: 

• 
DECLASSIFIED 

HEADQUARTERS 
4th Ba.ttalion, 12th Mariu.:),s 

3d Marine ')i vision (Rein) FI'IF 
FPO SU .. L :~.'3.ncisco 96602 

4thBn,12thMar 

S&C ~ C- I ! ? ~ " i 

8(1)68 

3/DGP/cdf. 
5750 
3er: 03A036 
5 Feb 196e 

Commanding Officer 
Commandf'c;l.t of the Marine Corps (Code AO,3D) 
Commanding Goneral, Fleet Narine Force, Pacific 
Corom.anding General, III Narine Amphibious Force 
Commanding General, 3d 11arine Division 

Command Chronology for period 1 to .3lJanuary 1968 (U) 

Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2 
FHFFacO 5750.8 
DivO 5750.1A 

(b) 
(c) 

Encl: J(l) 4th Battalion, 12th Marines Command Chronology 

1. In accordance with the' proVisions of references (oj, (b), 
and (c), onelo surG (1) is submi ttod. 

2. This document is to be downgraded at throe yoar intorvals 
and dQclassifiod after 12 years in accordanco with DOD Directive 
5200.10. 

Copy to: 
co, 12th Marinos 

~ /' . /?cJ/j'L 
R~ W. BOLVES 7~· .-..... . 

DECLASSIFIED 

cOpy--i.-or....11-

·,e rEIITN'! Hi 
o· 



, 
DECLASSIFIED 

• 
HEADQUARTERS 
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PART I 

'; r~.,!'':'~ ,n f' ~r~~G~i1l 
GcJ'j0', ~~ Ll\~:~ .. h.:~'uu Lbhl» 

ORCL~r:"T7!\TION[;.L DATI: -.. --.-.. -~~.---~-- ...... ---""-
1. DESIGNATION 

4th Batta1ion(-) 12th IvlarinGs No.jorH. W. BOi,-T8S (1-31 Jon) 
3d Marine Division 

SUBORI)J::;'iTE mnTS 

HeadquartO:~'8 Battory 

Battery L 
Battory M 
Battery B, 1st Battalion, 
13th Marines 
Buttery K, 4th Batta.1ion, 
13th MarinGs 
1st 155mrn Gun Battery( SP) 
(1-14 Jan) 

~ ... -----
1stLt J .H. TAT.S(1-12 Jon) 
2dLt F.W. CO \<J'DPY ( 13--3l ,Jun) 
CaptP.B •. GAYNOL: (1-]:i Jan) 
Capt H~W. KE!RN(1-31 J-an) 
Capt C.Jvl~ DAVIS(1-::i.2 Jan) 
lstLt G.W. WOOD(lJ-31 Jan) 
Capt F.A. BENDRICK(1~31Jan>-' 

Maj N.J. BECKMAN(1-14 Jan) 

A';1TACH.i.m UNITS 

1st Platoon, 5th 155mm Gu.'1. : lstLt: M. C •. KALIN{ 20-27 Jan). 
BattoI"y(SP)(20-27 Jan) 

2. LOCATION 

1-17 Jan: PHU BAI, RVN (YD 885129) 
17-31 Jan: DONG HA, RVN (YD 214597) 

3. STAFF OFFICERS 

XO 
SgtMaj 
S-l 
S-2 
S-3 
S-3.1 

S-3A/AO 
8-4 
CommO 
MTO 
l'bin to 
Supp1yO 

4. f~VERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH 

2 

Maj B.F. STE11ART(1-3J. Jan) 
SgtMnj M. c. McMIiliUS( 1-31 Jan) 
lstLt A.L. THORNTOIHl-31 Jon) 
2dLt D.J. BERENTSON(1-31 • .Ta..11) 
Maj A.J. McCARTHY Jr.(1-31 Jan) 
Capt D.G. PURDY(1-31 Jan) 
lstLt J.O. UECK8R(1-31 Jan) 
lstLt J.H. TATE(1-12 Jan) 
Maj -G.O. KENNEDY ( 1-31Jo.n) 
Capt B.F. METCA.GFE(l-)l Jan) . 
Capt DoN. aoAD(l<n .Jan) 
lstLt R.P. FOSTER(1-31 Jan) 
2dLt F.W. COWDRY(1-31 Jan) 
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PART I! 

NAHHNT'IVi::."; SUMMARY 

. As of 1 January 1968, the 4th BnttalL;r; oxorcisod operational 
control of B/l/l), L/4/12, and 1st 155 G·tJ.::l Battery (SP). The 
4th Battalion . exercised administrative control of B/l/13, K/4113, 
L/4/12, M/41l2 and 1st 155 Gun Battery (SF). On 14 January 1968, 
ope.rational and administrative control of 1st 155 Gun Battery 
{SpJ was dropped to 1st FAG. . ". . 

On 17 January 1968, the 2d Battalion, 12th Marines assumed 
operational control orB/l/13. On 20 January 1968, the 4th 
Battalion assumed operational control of 1st Platoon, 5th 155 Gun 
Battery (SP). On 21 Jnnuary 1968, the 4th Battalion o.ssumed 
operational con:tro1 of £1/4/12 from the 2d Battalion, 12th Marines. 
On 27 January 1968, tho 1st Platoon, 5th 155 Gun .duttory (SP) 
was dropped from tho operational control of the 4th Battalion. 

ColTlIl1encing on 3 January 1968, the 4th Battalion displaced 
toOONG HA, llVN(,YD 214597) from PHU BAI, RVN (YD 885129). 
Cqnvoys on' 3 January 1968 and 9 Janunry 1968 carried 'equipmont 
exclusivo1y. A convoy on 6 January 1968 carried additional .' 
eq¢pmont and the at;ivance party.. On 11 Jnnuary 1968, subsequent 
to the arrival of the 2d Btlttnlion, 11th Marines in l'HU BA1, the 
main body with tho remaining oquipment displacodto DONG Hi;; • 

. ~The 4th Batto.lion relinquished control of tho PHU BAl 'rAOR 
FnC on-l·6Jn.n.lll'lry 1968 to the 2d Bo.ttalion, 11th Mar-incs. On 
17 JOllual"Y1968, at DOUG HA, the 4th Br.ttnli:)n, commenced cen-
tralized FDC operations. ..' . . 

On 31-Januory 1968, one platoon of L/4i12 was displaced from 
thepatto'ry position at DiJ:m HI.. to n fir-i:lZposition at C-l 
in ordor to support operutions further north. 

! .. 
""'-'---=~ 
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u:i~1" PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1. COHBAT MISSIONS ASSIGNED', 

1-16 Jan: 4th BattnlionC-HRoin), 12th Murinor:' 
support of 3d Marino Division '(PHU BAl T1l.0R). 

, ' 

17-31 Jan: 4th Battalion(-)(R~in)J 12th Marines -general 
support of 3d Murino Division - reinforcing tho 2d Battalion, 
12th'Marines. 

SIGNIFICANT O?~lATIONS SUPPORTED , 

o\.utlng tho month of Jonullr'1,tho, 4-th :Batt~1iorl. part:j.cipatod 
in tho, following operations: PHU BAr TAOR(i-16 Jan) jCHECKElRS 
(6.17 Jon) f LANCi\.STER(11'-20 Jan); OCEOLA( 11 .. 21 J~); KENTUCKY 
(1.7.31 Jon ; NAPOLEON(17-31 Jan); LANCASTER II{ 21-31 Jan); 
OCBOLA II (21-31 Jan); 'HIGHalSE( 20-31 Jon)t .. ' 

:l., FInE SUPJ?ORT PROVIDED 

'a,. ~toea'Qi tW-ation of Fire Missions 

Missions P'll"ad, l"HU BAl (l',,1.6 ·J@)l\ounds EAPen<\~d 

'CALIBEROB.S UNOBS ,Hac! TOTAL HE ILL Wi' TOTAL ,....-.., .. :awl'__ _ _ ~ 

105Ho'W 1 0 
155 How 37 113 
155 Gun,; : 8 Ii, TOTAL ,~ 

GRAND 98 ,169 
TOTAL.:, ' ' , 

, " , .. " ~ -4'" .,>_ ~. 

OONGHA( 17-31 Jan) 

0 1" 4 o· 
157 307 2892, 0 

. .:-lY: t:..? : '~ 0 
191 

~~.:;?~ ,3.!.U Q ..L..2.," - - -
947 1214 5782 116 

-,',' 

f ,~ 0 
2) 

i', 
,~ 

86 

1397 
757 
~ 
"2'82l 

4 
2915 

~ 
5984 

,i .. 

'.; 

b., " During tho, month of January, the 4th Bn,tt'alLm supported 
9 patrols of, the 3d Reconaiaaance Battalion, e1emC3nts of CAC "A" 
~d,!.'H"."vnrious. ARVN forcos, 'and both .1'J:1VN and' USMC '''ilough iUde'r~ 
", ~. , ""~, 1 ' ' " :, • I , , ," 

.0. :' Tho 4.th Battalion providod observers for 3 "Rough Rldor" 
convoys during tho month. 

4 
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- 3 WIlDt a 

2 Jon - L/lV12 firing -lVC K'IA( CJ 
11 Jan -B/1/1),firing - 25 VC KIA (P) 
11 Jan - B/l/1) firing ~ 10 VC KIA (p) 
20 Jan - Plt, 5th 155 Gun, Btry firing - 2 NVA KIA (C) 
20 Jan - Plt, 5th 155 Gun Btry firing - lONVA I~IA (p) 

5. CASUALTIES SUSTAINIID 

a.. Ho stile - None 

b. Non-Hostile - Ono (1) ModEvac 

6. COl1MAND HELATIONS, 

[h ' 4th Battalion("){Roinh·, 12th Marines 

1-l7Jan·f'OPCON t6 )d MnrD:i.v;- ADCON to 12th Marinos 
, 17-31, Jan: O':CON/ADCOrr to 12th lt1:.11"inos 

b; Suborq.lhato/Attnch:ed Uni.ts' 

,0;>' As,of I,. January,> the 4th Battnl10n exercised OPCON/ 
ADCON of thofollo~ing units: HQ/4/12, L/4/12, B/1/1), 1st 155 
Gun 3attory; and ADCON only of M/4112 and KI4/1), both OPCON to 
2'lZ .. ~, ,. ' 

(2)' At 140800H, 4/12 -dropped OPOON/ADCON of 1st 155 Gun 
Battery to 1st Field Artillery Group. ' 

()) l\.t 171800H, 4/1? dropped OPCON of B/l/l) to 2/12. 

(4) At 201200H, 4/12 assumed OPCON of 1st Platoon, 5th 
155:mm. Gun Battery from 1st, 8-inch How1.tzer Battory. 

(5) At 211800H, OPCON of 13/1/13 transferred from 2/12 to 
1/1). 

(6) At 211800H, 411~ ~ssumod OiCON 91' M/4112 from 2/12. 

(7) At 271200H, 4/12 droPPGd OPCON of 1st :i?lntoon, 5th '. 
155~m Gun Battery to 1st Air Cavalry Division (USA). 

7 ", ,Jf'; UIPl'lJENT 

No significant changG in equipmont status Qccllrod during tho 
month of January. The nverage dandlinG rate for artillery weapons 
stood at approximately 25%, for motor transport equipment at 
approximately 13%. Two rebuilt M-37 3/4 t:)n cargo trucks wore 

5 SUI"'G( 1) 
~Ji~r;rr f! \, 
..:._ ";\Jt:0t::::'J ll~ 
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d. Hajor items of TIE e~:u.ipment on order were as 1"ollol-1s: 

one r;enerator set, PU-482/t{; one generator set, PU-348/G; one 
, generator set, PE-214; tl.J'O ~, tJn utility trucks, 11422, one, 1-1109 

(SP) 155mrn HO't"ri tzer. 

9. LOGIS'l'I C3 --....... -.. -----...-.-

The lo,?istical 31 tuation during J8.11ue;ry was satisfe,ctory in 
most l"'espects. Hepair parts for the 155mm ho~Tit7.()r, iilJ;) 
continues in shor'(; supply. .3r1ef shol1tages of 155mIll hOi,ri tzar 
and gun al:n:.:nunition occuredon tHO occ831ona. ,~'he hth ..3attalion 
'r(~ceived the f'irst "Criti-pak il delivered to a 3d Marine Division 

, uni t durinE t:18 1,1011 th. ' 

6 
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:PART IV 

SUP'='OFn'U~:J DOCTJMENTS 

1. Tho following signific!::.nt e:ntric.s woro ta.ken from th, S-3 
Journal and S-3 1rJork Sheet (:' .. (:ord of Hiss ion) for January: 

021335H - L-4-12 fir0d destruction mission on VC iE b').,'~ r 
obs(rvod by Rocon 'Toam Church View. 1 ~q' (j) ~ bu..nker 
destroyed. 

0223$OH - L-4-12 and B-1-13 firod closed defensivo fires in 
supnort of Recon Team CuU!'ch Viow. KisBion ir: progross 
unt-11 031010fl Expended 194 rounds· 155ian HE, . 343 '105mm 
HlS., 

041415H - L;~ 155 '.Iun Btry fired Nission on snr:,pnn obscrvGd by 
Recon Team P~rnsol. No surveillanco. 

051729R - L-4-12 fired ~]s$ion on 50-60 VC observed by Recon 
TeaM Salinas. No surveillance. 

0.52033 - L-4-12 fir8d mission on suspected VC movement observed 
by Recon Team Salinas. No surveillance. 

0,520,52H - L-4-12 firod mission on ~uzzlc fl~sh~s obsvrvcd by 
Recon Team Salihas. No surveillanco. 

l10137H- B-1-13 fired mission on VC platoon ob.JE.rVbd by CAC "fl.". 
Do 8urvcill~nce. 

111754H - B-1-13 fired mis~ion on VC in open observed by Reco~ 
Torun vJest Orango. No surveillu.nco. 

111800H - B-I-IJ fir(:d mission on VC in open observed by Recon 
TcrunVT('·-::t O!,,8.~_;:'-;~. 25 VC KIA. (p). 

111840H - B-1-13 fired missior:. on VC in open ob;;;crved by Recon 
Team West Orange. 10 VC KIA (p). 

121000H - L-4-12 firc:d mission on 3 NVA with weapon~ obs8rvcd 
by Recon Team 't"oJest Orange. Ho surv.sillancc. 

121150H - 1st 155 Gun Btry fired mission on ,5 VC in open observod 
by 3d Mar Div AO. No survoil1an:::a. 

121812H - B-1-13 fired mission on 10 VC in open observed by Recon 
Team West Orange. No sur~ei1:~ncc. 

7 rc_ENCLOsroE (1) 
l" , 
'~~ •. IDEM i IAl' 
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t;· '-. c;,.clJ~~· 
'-'l417J30R - st 155 Gun Btry fired mission on suspected enemy move-

mentobserved by Rccon Team Swift Scout·. No surveil­
.lance •. 

141735H ... 'lst 155 Gun'Btry f~1">(;d .missi,on on 3 va. observod by 
. qecon Team Oonstlt'. ::::i.on •. Nosurveillaco. 

l5l005H 

·201545H 

1st 155 Gun Btry fired rl'Jission on suspected Sl"l,)my move­
ment observed by Recon Team Swift Scant. }T:) surveil .. 
lance. 

PIt, 5th 155 Gun Btry fired mission en 15<:rVA in open 
observed by GIO LIlTH OP. lITo surveillance. 

201725H -PIt, 5th 155 Gun Btry fired mission on suspected mortar. 
position observed by CON THIEN OP. No surveillance. 

2018l5H - PIt, 5th l:5S Gun Btry fired mission on suspected mortar 
position obsorved by GID LHIH OP.·2 NVA KIA (0). ' .. 

201920H -PIt. 5·th 155 Gun .otry f.ired mission on NVA in bunker 
observed by GIO LINH OP. 10 NVA KIA (p). . 

25l654H - M-4-12 fired miss ion on ambush s1 te obse.rved by A;"1-4 
FO. No surveillance •. 

251925H - L~4-12 fired mission on suspected NVA company observed 
. by B-1-4 Fa. No surveillance. 

261040H .. :rvr-4-12 and lL~4-12 fired threG miSSions oil a fortified 
vi 11age observed by. 2/12 FO. lITo surveillance. 

26132SH - M-4-12 fired mission on VO position observed by FO uith 
SLF. No surveillance. 

2616200 - PIt, 5th 155 Gun Dtryftred mission. on suspected, NVA 
bunkers observed by A-1-4 FO. .No surveillance. 

270855H - M-4-12 fired mission on NVA escape route observed by 
B-l-~ FO. No surveillance. 

27.o930H 

271020H 

H-4-12 fired. mission on suspected NVA OP observed by 
3/3 FO. NO.8urvui11anceo 

PIt, Sth 155 Gun Btry fired mission OIt fortifiod village. 
observed by 12th Narines AO. No surv8illance .. 

8 
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27l345H ~- -4-12 fired miss inn on suspected va position observed 

27l345H 

by M-3-3 FO. liT ';", _illance. 

M-4-12 fir.;;d mission on suspocted VC in trencheD 
observod by 1/9 FO. No surveillance. 

28l6l0H - L-4-12 fired missioi'l on F";':~ bunker observed by B-1-9 
FO. DunJ-::e:r p~!.'tic.11j destroyed. 

28l240H - L-4-12 fired :nission on suspected FVA ,'1(. ,-':":'lc,nt observed 
by A-1-4 FO. No surveillance. 

311005lI - L-4-12 and l'1-4-12 fired ,~-,j ssion on NVA OP observed by 
SLF FO. No ~urvei11anc(;. 

9 ENCLOSURE (1) 
Ii' '-'"~r~", 

'-'d & hlKiIL. 
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BATTERY K 
4th Battalion, 12th Marines 

Fleet Marine Fbrce, Pacific 
FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion, 13th Marines 

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1 Jan 1968 to 31 Jan 1968 

Ref: (a) MOO 5750.2 . 
(b) FMFPACO 5750.8 
(c) Brigo 5750.1C 

Encl: v(i) K Battery, 4th Battalion, 12th Marines Command Chronology-

liDS: jgp 

5750 
3 Feb 1968 

1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b), and (c), 
enclosure (1) is submitted herewith. 

tJ~.~ 
H. D. SULLIVAN 

-

, . .. J 0 II FiDE t 1 n t ,. 
P.r.~E._cLZ-OF~"PAGES - . 
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'C~~~~NT'Atl J 4th Ba!!~i~!, K 12th Marines 
, ~~ Fleet Maxine Force, Pacific 

V FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 

1 January 1968 to 31 January 1968 

INDEX 

PART I ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

PART II NARRATIVE Sill1MARY 

PART III SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT 
. EVENT 

PART IV SUPPORTING DO~~S 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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1. 1)E~ci;~TION 
K Btry, 4thBn, 12th Marines 

2. LOCATION 

1-31Jan: Camp Carrol1 t RVN 

3. STAFF OFFICERS 

Executive Officer 

Asst Executive Officer 

F1re Direction Officer 

Liaison!Fbrward Observer 

4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH 

~ 
OFF ENL 
5 100 
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PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

C01YMANDER 
H. D. SULLIVAN, Capt 
(lJan-31Jan) 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

None 

ATTACHED UNITS 

None 

lstLt J. C. HOWELL 
(1-31Jan) 
lstLt R. E. !BOLT 
(1-31Jan) 
lstLt R. H. FREEMAN 
(1-31Jan) 
lstLt R. N. BARSNESS 
(1-31Jan) 

USN 
OFF-~ 
o 2. 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

During the month January, this battery continued to support thelst Battalion 
12th Marines. The battery gave direct support to the 3rd Marines and the 
4th Marines. Division and Fbrce Reconnaissance patrols were supported as 
well as Operations Lancaster, Lancaster II, and Dye Marker. 

PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICAlf£ EVENTS 

On 1 January fired mission during new years ceasefire. It was c1earned by 
12 th Marines. 

On 2 January Registered Battery. 

On 9 January gun-monkeys shown how FDC operates. 

~ 12 January Battery K fired its 25,OOOth round since September. 

On 13 January fired miSSions in support of convoy ambush between the Rock 
Pile and Ca Lu. 

On 15 January Registered on RP #3. Fired Tor with l/l"l and also fired 
mission for division AO. 

~ On 16 January fired miSSion for diviSion AO 30 NVA in open. Battery K 
credited with 6 KIA. 

On 18 January registered with time fuze. 

On 20 January two trucks received sniper fire returning from Cam Lo on Highway 
9. Camp Carroll received incoming rocket and artillery. Battery K completed 
direct fire shoot. At 2400 today Operation Lancaster ended. 

On 21 January as of 2401 Operation Lancaster II started. Total number of 
rounds rocket and artillery approximately 50. 

On 22 January Camp Carroll received one round of incoming of unknown type 
and caliber. 

On 23 January registered and had 8 secondary explosions. 

On 24 January Camp Carroll received rockets and artillery approximately 15. 
Battery Commander1s vehicle ambushed on Route #9 east of Camp Carroll. Two 
members of battery medevac. Size force unkno.m. 

On 25 January Camp Carroll received 25 rounds of incoming. 

On 27 January Battery K fired mission on bunker; bunker destroyed. 
mission for AO 5 bunkers destroyed. 
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On 28 January Camp Carroll received 4 rounds of 75mm artillery. One tent 
destroyed but no other damage. 

On 29 January fired prep fires for convoy from Camp Carroll to Rock Pile. 

e On 30 January Camp Carroll received 2 rounds of incoming. Unknown type and 
caliber. 

-

On 31 January convoy received recoi1ess rifle fire between Dong Ha and 
Camp Carroll. 

1. ]MF ORGANIZATIONS COMMI'lJTED TO CCMBAT 

a. Combat missions and ammunition Expeditures 
K-4-12 
Observed 60 HE 7412 
Unobserved 313 WP 229 
H&I 220 III 25 
TOTAl..' 593 7665 

b. Onerations 
Lancaster 1-20 January 
Dye Marker 1-31 January 
Lancaster II 21-31 January 

c. Casualties inflicted on Enem~ 
6 KIA,NVA 

d. Casualties sustained 
1 WIA MEDEVAC 
2 WIA returned to duty 

f. Command Relations 
OPCON to 1st Battalion, 12th Marines 

g. EguiEment 
MRC 110 Combat Loss 
4 Caliber 45 Pistols Combat Loss 

h. Logistics 
Tubes, for all vehicles remain in critical supply 

i. Oi vic Action 
Lt FREEMAN attended a hamlet celebration on the opening of a village 

\ :e sohool. 

j. Administration 
Office Hours 1 
Extension of Enlistment- 1 
Reenlistment 1 
Extension of overseas tour 2 

k. Personnel 
Critical shortages of personnel by MOS 

.~.\ j ~~ '>~ 0"\ '>---~'r' rl, .. G'S .. ,(~!>-.u ___ u!( _~~_._,'/o..4."" .J~ 
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\\.t\J· ' MOS .2!.Lk 

• 

i-. 

0811 53 
0844 9 
1345 2 

.2131 1 
3531 10 

1. Communications 

OH 
43 
7 
o 
o 
7 

FEB LOSSES 
3 
o 
o 
o 
1 

Radio operators attended a radio security schoQl 

2. FMF organizations not committed to combat 
None 
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