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To: 

Commanding Otticex- €,~88 
Via.: 

Commandant of the Max-ine Cox-ps tCode A03D) 
(~) .Connnanding General, 3d Marine Division 
(2) Commanding General~ III Me.%'ine Amphibious Force 

. (.3) Commanding Genex-al. Fleet Marin~. Force, Pacific 

Subj: Command Chrono~ogy for ~el'iod 1 to 31 August 1968-(u)' 

Ref: (a) MOO P5750.1A 
Cb} FMFPacO 5750.8 
(c) DivO 5750.1A 

E1.tcl: J(l) 4th Battalion, 12th Marines 

1. In accordrunce with the provisions orref~rence (a), (b), and 
(c), enclosure (1) is submitted. ': 

2. This' dooument is to b. downgraded at thr&e year intervals and 
declassified after 12 years in accordance with DOD Dix-9ctlve 
5200.10. . 
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 
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• PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 
1. DESIGNATION COMMANDER 

4th Battalion(+)12th Marines Maj. B.F~ S~NART (1-31 Aug) 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

Headquarters B~ttery 
B 3. t tery "K" 

Battery "Lit 
Battery "W' 

it- Battery "K~' 4th Batta.lion 
~3th Marines 

+ 1st 155 Provisional How Battery 

Capt. B.F. METCALFE (1-31 Aug) 
Oapt. H.D. SULLIVAN (1~22 Aug) 
Capt. J.B, ZIMMERMAN (23-31 Aug) 
Capt. D.G. PURDY (1-31 Aug) . 
Capt. W.D. JONES (1"".31 Aug) . 
Capt. S.K. SMITH (1-17 Aug) 

lstLt~ D.R. RANDALL .(19-25 Aug) 
lstLt. J .L. PETERSON (25-3~.Aug) 

* Chopped OPCON to 1st Marine Division on 17 Aug 
+ Assummed OPOON from 1st Marine Division on 19 Aug 

2. ,!f).Q.ATIOU 

1-31 August: CAMP CARROLL, RVN (YD 062548) 

3. STAFF OFFICERS 

XO 
Sgt Maj 
S-1 . 
S-2 
S-3 
S-3A 

S-4/MaintO 

CorrnnO 
MTO 
Supp1yO 

Maj. G.O. KENNEDY ,JR (1-31 Al1.~) 
SgtMaj. F. VIOLETTE (1~31 Aug! 
lstLt, A.L.THORNTON (1-31 Au...'S) 
lstLt. J,J. BUTERA (1~31 Aug) 
Capt.G.J. MISKE (1-31 Aug) 
IstLt. D.H. WILLARD (1-27 Aug) 
2ndLt. ~'F. SHIELDS (29-31 Aug) 
lstLt~ R.P. FOSTER (1-16 Aug) 
Capt, n.M. BUGBEE (17 ... '1 Aug) 
Capt. B\F. METCALFE (1.31 Aug) 
lstLt. B.J. RENFROW (1"'.31 Aug) 
IstLt. H,.J. RADOW (1-31 Aug) 

40 AV~RA.GE MONTHLY STRENGTH* 

OFFICER 
- .. ~--*-'-

USMC - OFFICER - USN -
447 o on-.lI • _ 

* Figures do not include Kl4I12 whioh is ADCON to 9th MAS or 1st 
Provisional Battery, ADOON to 3/12 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

• 
During August, 4th Battalion, 12th Marines was assigned-the 

primaI'Y mission of general Su.pport of 3d Marine Division. However, 
during the month, the battalion provided a "quick...1'ir-e Channel" to 
four Direct Support Battalions (1/12, 2/12, 3/12, and l/ll) oon~ 
currently and separately. The increased number otobserved mis­
sions, quicker response time,ond increased amount ot damage in­
flicted on the enemy, can be Closely correlated to these unotti .. 
cial'"reintorcing roles. Some priority p~bl.e:ms were encoun~red 
'{men all tour battalions were reintol"Csd at one time, however, 
these were minimal.. 

The battalion also provided Direct Support for tl,smany as ~n 
Heconna.issanoe teams at o'ne time and fired two close-de.:t:e.ns1ve- "Ci:re 
mdssions whiCh prevonted two temms from boing overrun. 

Two platoons of LIMA Battery-were in Direct Support ot ARVN 
forces before displacing from Die Marker site 0-1. 

Tho ba.ttalion continued to exoer61 •• ·control over four 155 
howitzer bo.tteries, however, on tho 17th of August, K/41l3was 
chopped to 1st Marine Division in exchange for the 1st ~islonal 
155 Towed Howitzer Battery. This exchange resul~ed in a net loss 
of three howitzers. 

Oontinuing to adhere to the principle ot maximum centrrilized­
fire direction, the batta.lion continued to also control tho toch­
nictil. tire direction of' three batteries even though tho :f'lenk 
batteries were laterally displaced Illmost 12 mileg. Because of 
this control, tho fires ot the battalion have been massed many 
times quickly nnd accuratoly. 

The battalion continued to control the tactioal fire direction 
of tho second platoon, 1st 8" Howitzer Battery located a.t the 
~lLE· the second platoon, 5th l55 Gun Battery~ at CAMP CARROLL; 
and the btl pla.toon of th.e 5th 155 Gun BatterY', at CA LU. Having 
these three units reinforcing the fires of the battalion, accountecl 
partially for the ability for 4/12 to reinforce the fires, of four 
'Direct Support Battnl.ions. It also gave, in essence, the Direct 
Support Battalions the opportunity to utilize 8" fires' on active 
m!ssions' ~ith a min~um of del«1.-
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PART. III 

SEQUENTIAL .LI STING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1G COMBAT MISSIONS ASSIGNED 

1 .. 31 August: 4th Battalion, 12th Marines {R&in)-Gon~;u Sup­
po:::,'c of 3d Marine Division. 

2:.;, :~IGNIFICANT OPERATIONS SuPPORTED (OPCON UNITS) 

During the month of August. the 4th Battalion, 12th Marines 
p'.3.rticipated in the following operations: HIGHRISE (1-31 Auguitt); 
'IlIOR (1-31 AUGUST) i LANCASTER II (1-31 August); SALINE II (1-31 
August); KENTUCKY ll-31 August): SCOTLAND II (1-31 August); 
LANCASTER II JUPITER (17-31 AUguSt). 

J.~ FIRE SUPPORT PROVIDEP 

0.. Recapitulation of fire missions 

TARGET 

CONFIRMED 
ACQUIRED 
COUNTER BATTERY 
PREPARATION 
SPECIAL PURPOSE 
SUPPORT OF ARVN 
GRAND TOTAL 
HE TOTAL 
WP TOTAL 
ILLUM TOTAL 
M449 TOTAL 

MISSIONS 

269 
1507 
123 . 2~i 
56 

2)07 

TOTAL ROUNDS 

7128~ 
8828 
274 

4893 
1245 

!.J.82 
22850 
21628 

463 
638 
121 

lh CASUALTIES INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY (OPOON UNITS) 

1.10 KIA: 59 WIA: 47 
5~ .. £ASUfJJTIES SUSTAINED (.mOON,UNITS 

c.,· 11OSTILE: KIA: 0 WIll.: 4 
.t.,,, UON-HOSTILE: DEATH: 0 INJURY: 0 

6", .Q.QMJ1AND RELATIONS 

a.~ 4th Batta.lion(+) (Rein) J 12th Marines 

1-.3l August: OPCON end ADCON to 12th Marines 

7.. EQUI PMENT 

The two Ml09 155 howitzers on temporary loan from the U",S.,. 
Army continued to be used as "tloat" weapons. adding 0. g~$ a-cC? 
degree ot ~1exibility and enhancing our weapons readiness posture. 
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• PART IV 

SUPPORTIHG DQCU}1ENTS 

1~ The following signiricrrnt entries are exerpts rrom the Opera~ 
tionrrl Sto.tusReport File (OPSTATS): 

opsrAT 027 of 110500Z .. Four 155 How SP of K/4112 di8plo.ced fi'Qm·· 
r{l([ LO C to CAMP CARROLL. Three 155 How SP a.t FLSG .... B :l'or tube N:}= 
p>.8.~.er;:\ent;. Three 155 How SP deadlined :for :fuel leak" elevntion 
c:;<t:Jnaer£l and faulty actua.tor. 

C::t':!I'~~'l' 0';::,]" o:f' 180001Z ... Two 155 How SP of L/4112 displaced from 
0 .. ·,,1 to C"~2~ Chopped OPCON of K/4113 to 1st Mar Di~., II- One 155 
:8:,.",j 8P of L/4/12 displaced :from DONG ItA to C .... 2j) 

OI'F3':i.':t:.T 0.30 of Jl90001Z .. One 155 Ho~ SP of· L/lt/12 disp:l.Q.cedf'rom 
C,,:'<3. to C"'20 Assumed OPCON of 1st Provisional 155 HOll TD Battery 
(G<:->3) 0 

CPSTAT 03101' 231430Z - Two 155 How SP of.L/4/12 displaced f'rom 
0..,.1 to DONG HA. 

OPSTAT 032 of 281000Z - Four 155 How SP ot Ll4l12 displo.·:;;ad .from 
C~'2' to IONG HAo 

CPS'I'Nl' 033 ot~ 301000Z ... Three IS5 How TD of 1st. Prov Btry di8""" 
placed fro~ c~3to CAMP CARROLL. 

(5) 
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2. The following significant entrios are exerpts' from 1110 S-.3 
Work Sheet (Record or' Miss ions) : 

OlOOO3H - ''M'' .tired on suspected rNA helicopters at 99>68> for 
H 2/3. 25 rounds HE ~VT expended resulting in three 
secondary explosions, 

031000H .. tiL" firod on 1 NVA with pack animal! tor 12th Mar FO ~-'~ 
1..-2 on 18881S. 11 HE and 6 Fireoracker ~nde~ result­
ing in 2 WIAt sand 2 pack animnla killed. 

040951H ~ K/4/13· fired on arty- position tor AO (night Time K) at 
115184. 131 HE expended resulting in 3 hits in gun pit 
and one hit on gun .. 

.. "L"tired on 4 NVA for 12th Mar FO at A-2 on 231783. 
Z t'iP a.nd 6 HE expended resulting in two WIA's. 

- ilL" tired on 1 NVA for 12th Mill' FOat A-2on 20378z. 
13 HE. expended resUl1ing in 3 WIAts. . 

OS1745H ... ItL" tired on bunkers and NVA for 12th Mar FO ntA";;'2on 
233777. 1,WP. 34 HE, and 6 Firecracker expended re­
sulting in 8 WIAts and 1 bunker destroy-ed. 

~)70330H ... ''M'' fired onM position for H 2/3 at 973667. $9 HE 
expended resul~ing in one secondary explosion. 

081040H - ''M:It f"ired'on enemy movement· tor Recon insert (Air Police) 
a.t: 8'74620. 123 HE expended. Surveillance ot, "Excellent 
target coverage. undeterminedc

' number of KIA's and WIA' s­
you: def'~o.tely saved o~ ass". 

o8182OH ... ilL" fired 3 WP and 4S HE on.actlve artillery for 12th 
Mar FO at A-2 on 228813. Excellent coverage llnd one 
large secondary. 

0917l.5H - "L" fired l~ HE on ;) NVA toX' 12th Mar FO at A"'2 on 
235782. ;) mAl s. 

0918)OH - ilL" 1'lred 2 WP and 16 HE on 6. NV A for 12th: Mar FO at 
A-20n24411S~ 1&. WIA t s. 

101545H - K/4113 fired on morta» position and bunkers for AO (Klon~ 
dike U) at 131749. 1wp55 HE expended resulting in two 
bunkers· destroyed ond one· secondnry-.· 

1112.30H - K/4113 fired on bunkers for F 2/3 on 080602. .34 HE ex­
pendedresultlng in good coverAse and one concrete om­
placoment destro7ed. 

111900H ~.4 ilL" tired 1 WP 35 HE on·8 NVA for 12th Mar FO at A-2 on 
240769 .. resulting in 2 101IA's and one secondary exploslone , 

\ 
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11J305H - "L" fired 9 HE on 3 WA for 12th Mar 00' at A-2 on 232782 re­

sulting in 3 \iIA .. 

1210lSH - 11111 fired 20 HE on 3 NVA for 12th Mar .to ~C'" at 157776 re­
sulting in 1 KIA. 

12102$ - "L" fired' 2l HE on au:t.am~1c weapons position for 12th Mar AD IICtI 

at 'JI,6775 resulting in gun silenced and 3 KIAts. ' , 

121.62OH - ilL" fired 3 WP and 14 HE on 3 NVA for 12th 1-181" FO at A ... 2 on 23478;: 
resulting in 3 KIA 1 s. 

151930H - 11K" fired 57 HE on sniper porr.i.tion for 2/3 at 07.1599 .resu1.t1ng :in 
48 KIAI s. ' , 

J:61.745H ... IILIt fired on buildings and NVA for B 1/1 on 18888ll5$ . ,7 HE and,' 
10 Firecracker expended resulting in 1 KIA. 

J.101J.SIi ... "Ln-fired 34 HE on 6 NVA for 12th Mar FO at A-2 onS35775 re­
sulting in 1 bunker destroyed and 6 iVIA's. 

20);2500 - '11. 11 .fired J WP and 12 HE on active artillery for 12th Mar ro at 
A-2 on 154187 resulting i.n one lat'ge secondary, explosion.. 

2118llH - "1 11 fired 13 HE on 4 NVA for 1.2th Mar FO at A-2 on 275,83 re .... 
sultingin 4 WlAts. 

221350H • 1st Prov I5£r,y fired 5 WI' and 30 HE on bunkers for B 1/9 at 
01l66h70 resul.ting in one bunker destroyed and three secondary 
e:tpJ.oro.on~ 

22l4$OH - "l-l" fired 2 ,WP and 178 HE for trocps in contact .for M 3/3 a:L 961.sCC~ 
resufting in 2 KIA. 

" 

2314SSH - Ill!!." fired 28 HE on active So c'ale f.or 1/9 at 00965~ res~J.1tj.r,g,:;.:Ln 
one secondary explosion. 

271100H .;. uKit .fired 26 HE on llrlillery position for L 3/3 at 0086414- res'tl,li:,:i,ng 
, in one S9®ndory explosion. 

28l507H - "K" and 11M" .fired 2 WP and 64 HE on NVA position for 11. 1/9 a:t . 
. 937523 resulting in one secondary explosion\) 

29161nn ~i:'Mn fired 1 \-IP end 28 HE on NVA tor M 3/3 at. 958606 resu1tin~ ~.n 
" J. h'IA,'J 

)Jl?lSE - 1st Prove fired 33 HE on prep fires for F 2/3 at 998,88 resulting 
in one secondary cA-plosion. 
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