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hom: Comnanding Officer 
To: Conmandant of the l:arine Corps (Cade A03D) 
Via: (1) CoDnanding Generlll, 3d Marine Division 

(2) Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious F'orce 
(3) Commanding General, Fleet I-farine FO!'Ce, Facific 

Subj: Conrnand Chronology .for period 1-30 September 1968 (U) 

Ref: (a) NCO F5750.1A 
(b) FMFFacO 5750.8 
(c) DivO ~7S0.1A 

Encl: J (1) 4th Battalion, 12th }:iari.nes Coma,nd. Chronology 

1. In accordance with the prOvisions of reference (a), (b) and 
(c), enclosure (1) is submitted. 

,I 

2. This document is to be dOW1l,£J:Ad.ad. «to three year intervals 
and declassU1ed ar~ Joe yeN'. UI. aCcord-alice t~ith roD Direc­
tive 5200.10 •. 
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PARr I 

ORGANIZATlm~AlJ DATA 
1. DES! GNATION -. - . 

4th Battalion, 12th }';arl:nes YJaj~ B,F. SI'EltlART (1-30 Sep) 

SUBORmNATE UNITS 

Headquarters Battery 
Battery ".KII 
Battery ''1 1t 

Battery "Mil 
* 1st 155 Provisional How Battery 

Capt. B.F. }OOCALFE (1-30 Sep) 
Capt. J,B, ZlMl'lEru-i:AN (1-)0 Sep) 
Capt. D,G, PURDY (1-)0 Sap) 
Capt. \"1,D. JONES (1-30 Sep) 
1stLt.. J ~L. PETKRSON (1-12" J..5-17 Sep) 

* Chopped OPOON to 1st Bn, 12th liar on 12 Sep, regained OFCON 
on 15 Sep, and chopped OroON on 17 Sep to 2nd Bn, 12th }~ar. 

2. J.,OCATION 

. 1-30 September: C1J'lP CARROLL, RVN (YD 062548) 

3. STAFF OmCERS 

xo 
Sgt Naj 
S-1 
S-2 

S-3 
S ... 3A 
S-4/Nainto 
Co.mmO 
NID 
SupplyO 

I q 

4. AVERAGE l:;Oi'ITHlX STRENGT"rl * 
p • 

OFnCER USMC ENLISTED -
25 475 

Maj. S.H. HEIMS (1-.30 Sap) 
SgtMaj. F. VIOLETTE (1-jO Sap} 
1stLt, A.L. THORNTON (1-30 Ssp) 
1stLt. J.J. BurERA (1-1 Sap) 
lstLt. E.~~ GARillETT (8-)0 Sep) 
Capt. G.J .. ~USKE (1-30 Sep) 
1stLt. M.F. SI-n:ELDS (1-30 Sep) 
Capt. D.E. BOOBEE (1-30 Sep) 
Capt. BoP. Yi£TcALFE (1-)0 Sep) 
lstLt. B.J. 1tEl'TFHOW (1-)0 Sap) 
1stLt. H.J.· lW)CXrJ (J.-30 Sep) 

On""1CER USN EULISTED 

o 11 

* F'igures do not include K/4Il2 which is ADCON to 9th ViAB. 
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PART II 

HARRAT! VE S UJ>J}IliRY . . 
During September, the 4th Battalion, 12tH llatllies was 

assigned the pr:hnory mission of General SuPPOrt of 3d Narine 
Division. Again, it provided IIQuick...Fire Channels" to four 
Direct Support Battalions (1/12, 2/12, 3/12, ~d'5/4). 'lhese 
unofficial reinforcing roles again accounted for an increased 
number of observed missions, with minimum response time and 
consequently, a greater degree o£ damage inflicted on the _­
enemy. Direct Support tires were also furnished to 113 oJleconll" 
nai:::ooancc tEJanls, 

The batttilion continued to control the tncticEll fires of 
the 2nd PlatoOrij.l.st i8'1, :Howit:ter Battery located at the ROCK­
PIlE and later LZ PETE; the 2M Flntoorl; 5th 155 Gun Battery; 
at C~lF CARR.OLL and later the roCKPItE:; and the 8" Platoon of 
the 5th 155 Gun Battery, at CA LU. The General Suppbrt fires 
for the 3d l~arine Division in the Lancaster II (Jd & 9th Hat'ines) 
nnd Scotland I I (4th and 9th Nnrine s) J{) I 8 were controlled by 
4th Battalion, 12th i'Iarines. 

The tactical and technical fire direction of the three orga­
nic batteries vere again centrally controlled in the Battalion 
FOC at CAMP C.A&'lDLL. Tbi;s. ~al.A prov.i.ded the battalion with 
the capability for instantaneous massing ~ fires 'OYer a w:i.de 
front. 

On the 12th, OPCON of the 1st Frovisional Howitzer Battery 
Towed vIaS chopped to 1/12. Subsequently, on the 14th, the 8" 
Platoon nt the ROCI\PILE moved to LZ PETE and "Tas os signed the 
mission of reinforcing 2/12, as was the 2nd Platoon of the 155 
Gun Battery llhen it moved to the ROCKPILE. 

By the end of the month, the battalion controlled the tncti­
cal fires of four firing units and technicnl fires of three. 
Nevertheless, General Support fires for the entire Division l-ll!1re 
:p:ovi~ed .in th~ uSlU)l timely and accurate lIlnIlIler.· .. 

. . . .. , 

• \t 
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PART III . , 

SEQUEmiA.lrLI-STING OF SIGNIflCAJrl' EVENTS - ". ". -
1. CONBAT lUSsrONS ASSIGl\TED . 

1-30 September: 4th Battalion, 12th Harines (Rein) -
Genernl Support ot 3d liarina Division. 

2. SIGNIFICl~NT OPERATIONS SUTTORTED (OPCON UNITS) 

During the month of September, the 4th Battalion, 12th 
riarines participated in the following operations: IITGHRISE 
(1-)0 Sap); THOR (1-30 Sep); LANCASTER I1(1-)0 Sap); SAlINE II 
(l-JO Sep); KENTUCKY (1 .. ,30 Sep); SCOTLAND II(1-30 sep). 

3. FIR.S SuPPORT PROVIDED 

a. Recapitulation of fire missions: 

T . .."JIDET -
C01JFIRNED 
ACQUIRED 
F'REF .lIHATION 
SPECI AL PUfUOSE 
GRAND TOTAL 
lIB TOTAL 
WP TOTAL 
ILLUI TOTAL 
M449 'IOT ilL . 

NISSIONS 

305 
618 
168 
136 

1227 

TOT At ROUNDS 

12,100 
4,lCfl 
3,657 

523 
.20,387 
19,094 

738 
507 

48 

4. CASUALTIES,INFLI CTSD ON THE ~~l'JEl'IY (OPCON UNITS) 

~lIA:l2 

58 CASUALTIES SUsrAINED (ADCON UNITS) 

n •. HOSTILE: I\l:A: 2 UIA: 3 
b. IDN-IDSTILB: DEATH: 0 IUJURY: l' 

6'~ .. CClllflJID ttEI.J.TIONS 

a. 4th Battniion,' 12th l1arines 
1-30 September: OPCON and AOCON to 12th Narines 

7. EQUInmNT 

The one Ml09 155 howitzer on temporary loan trom thG U.S, 
krmy continued to be used as "tlont" weapons ~ ndding n gre ater 
degree ot flexibility ~d enhancing our weapons readin8As pos­
ture. One R & E 155 SF Howitzer arrived for ''Mit on 2808002 Sept 

4 ;M;tiQ. 
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PART II 

SUPFORTING D<)CUNENTS -
1. The following significant entries are exerpts from the Opera .. 
tional Status Report File (OPSTATS): 

OFSTAT 035 of lOO700Z - one 155 How SF of 1~/L/l2 at FISG-B for re­
cuperator cylinder. Three 155 How SP ot K/4/l2 displaced from 
CM-IF CARROLL to:!tocmm. 

OPST.L~T 036 of lll000Z - Three 155 How TD of 1st Irov Btry dis­
placed from CAMP CARROLL to ROCKPIIE. 

OPSTAT 037 of 110700Z .. Three 155 How TD of 1st Prov Btry chop to 
Jj12. 

OPSI'AT 0)8 of 151500Z - Assummed oreoN ot 1st Frav Btry from 1/12. 

OFSI'AT 039 of J.8Q40OZ - Two 155 How SF of L/4/l2 displaced from 
reNa HA to CAttIP CARROLL at 170930Z.- Chop OPCOi~ of 1st Frov Btry 
to 2/12 at 170930Z. Two 155 How SP of L/4/12 displaced from CMiP 
CARROLL to roNG HA at 180330Z. One 155 How SF of M/4/12 at FLSG-B 
for recuperator cylinder. Two 155 How SP of K/4/12 at FLSG-B; one 
for elevation cylinder; one for sight repairs 

OPSTAT 040 of 260500Z - Three 155 How SP of K!4/l2 displaced from 
ROCKPILE to CAt'iP CARROLL at 260450Z. N/4/12 received one new R & E 
155 How SF a:t; IlOCKPILE 25OO00Z. 
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2. The following significant c:ntries are exerpts from the S-3 
Work Sheet (Record of 1:1 ssions): 

011155H - "K" fired 4 \~.p and 321 HE on tunnels at 058666 for 
Rocon Tenm (ifui tty Ordeal) resulting in 59 secondary 
explosions. . 

01l745R - 1st Prov Btry and "K" fired 44 HE on active roeketlJ tOi" 
Hhitty Ordeal resulting in 2 secondary explosions. 

• 

01194511 - 1st Prov Btry ClIld ''M'' fired 6 WP nnd 2)1 HE on active 
rockets nnd anti-aireraft position iorv-fh1tty Ordeal 
resulting in "over· 100 secondary explosions, 15-20 large 
fireballs 2S-5Om in the air looking like an oilwell on 
fire." 

020815H - "K"· fired 93 HE danger close deiensi ve f1r.es £or Racon 
Team. (BtJdminton) at 035642 resulting in ;0 possible KIA's. 
(Teom stated that "arms nnd legs new into the air" but 
unable to give confirmed body count - figure not included 
intotnls £or casualties inflicted). 

0212301 - "K" fired 8 -~IP and 48 HE on suspected rOOio re1a;y site 
for Badminton resulting in antenna destroyed. 

031243H - ''1-1'' fired 4 HP .ond 23 HE on suspected analttY' position for 
M 3/9 at 052648 resulting in 6 bunkers destroyed. 

001916H - '!tI" fired 3 WP and 243 HE on active artillery at 989667 
for C 1/) resulting in 6 secondary explosions. 

1012191 - "K" fired 2 WF and 243 HE on enemy position for B 1/3 at 
946624 resulting in S secondary explosions. 

\ 

120757H - "K" fired 1 WP 3lld 114 HE on prep fires for C 1/3 at 
943613 resulting in 2 KIA I S and one bunker destroyed. 

130835H - ''li" fired 2 1{P and 42 HE on prep tire s for F 2/26 at 
911619 resulting in "Beaucoup KIAf s." (Not added to 
casualties inflicted totals). 

1312361I - "L" fired 23 HE on enemy position for Recon ~earn (IIun­
[urian) at 2)8548 resulting in one secondary explosion. 

13135lH - "l1" fir ad 4 vJP and 58 HE on NVA for G 2/26 at 913606 ~: 
resulting in 2';lIIA. 

14021GH - ',}Itr fired 24 HE on harbor site for Q 2/26 at 918~614o 
resulting in 6 WIA. 
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~ired-"21 ;' 'Pn,~t;i~-mpi~i;cfO~G'-~lL-3~at 92576190 
r.osul ting ilrO:ntl-tuoo~::&~stroye1te~ ------'-==-::.~~ . . '\ .;7 ~ - ~ -,::~~ _. .-~~-...... 

1417400 - 'q.lIt fired 3 Hlr: ~d 30 HE on base camp for'A ~~~ ~~--~, 
954633 resulting in 25 secondury explosions. ~'-",::~~",~,: 

----------- . " 

1419300 - "K" fired 27 ,HE on active mortar for L 3/3 at 936612 
resulting in one secondary explosion.,. 

I. -- '"""-~ 

14202ClH - ''M'' fired 6 JIE on l(loveplent for E 2/26 at 9022025-r--re~ 
sulting. in 4 WIA's. .: , _ --

----~- - _:-c 191215"n--;;'IIH'II-fired""2~0J-P and loti:HE on ective mortar a :for C 1/3 'at-
929540 res~t~I}g_i1l.--~e11ent coverage and 5 bunkers des­
troye_d.,~ /0' 

~~>-

~91900H-:::~~;'L" fired 12 HE on 3 NVA in bunkers for Recan Tcnrn (Hun-
.---- ' goriun) c.t 243488 resulting in 2 bunkers destroyed 0 

20085.s1-! - 'IK" fired 1 ~lP und 76 HE on bunkers for AO (&1it-c.y~) at 
994648 resulting in 5 bunkers destroyed. 

241831H ~ IIL" fired 25 HE on active mortars for Recon Team . 
A':1drow nt 236)44.resulting in four secondary explosions. 

262123H - "KIt and ''111 fired 25 HE on active mortars for Recon Team 
(Nni1truck) at 158511. Te.!llll sta-bed "movement ceased, 
good shooting, really appreciate it." . 
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