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PfiRT I 

OR(}A.NIZATICHAL DATA 

1. - DESIGNATION . 

4th Batta.1ion~ 12th Marines Lt~Co1o E. W~ BAILEY (1-31 Dec) 

Headquarters Battery 
.Battery "K" 
Battery liLt! 

2.. LOCATION ---

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

capt. D. M. BUGBEE (1-31 Dec) 
Capt(t J ~ B~ ZIMMEIDK.AN (1-31 Dec). 
Capto s~ K~ SMITH (1-16 Dec) 
latLto W 0 G Q HORN (17-31 Dec) . 
lstL'c" J 0 J., BUTERA' (1-31 Dec) 

). 

1-31 December: DONG HA, RVN (YD 227596) 

STAFF OFFICERS 

xo 
. SgtMaj 

37)1 
S ..... ~ 
S"'3 
8..,,3A 

s~'4 
. MaintO 

ConunO 
mo 
supp1yO 

-
Ma,:lo S ~H 3 HEUrs (1-31 Dec) 
SgtMaj~F" VIOLETTE '(1-31 Dec} 
2.~d.Lt J.,V C) MORRIS (1 ... 31 Dec) 
:"stLt ~i .. F. SHIELDS (1-31 Dec) 
l1ajo J.D. MCNAMi-\RA (1-31 Decj 
lstLt MoF~ SHIELDS (1-3. Dec) 
Capto LoDo WALKER (4··»1 Dec) 
Majo JeR. LAWSON (1-31 Dec) 
Captt DoM. BUGBEE (1-31 Dec) 
1stLt R.F.·HOOGERWERF (1~31 De~) 
lstLt BcJ. RENFROW (1-31 Dec) 
2ndLt T oJ 0 • MORRIS (1"31 Dec) 

40 AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH. 

OFFICER USMC 

26 

ENLISTED 

479 

2 

OFFICER 

o 

DECLASSIFIED 

USN ENLISTED 

13 

IDrGLOSURE (1) 



DECLASSIFIED 
--.~ 

J I£! 2 I ghah £4 • • 
PART II 

NARRATIVE SU}~ARY 

In the month or December, the 4th Battalion, 12th Marines, 
consisted of the following units,: K/4/12 , KD/4/12, L/4/12,eMI4/12, 
1st ArmAmphCo (2d PIt), B/I/12, W/2/12: ( .. ), and C/1/12. During 
the course of the month, the ta.ctical and technical fire direc­
tion or as many as 9 firing units were centrally controlled in 
the battalion FDC located first atCA11P CARROLL and from 3 Decem ... 
ber at DONG HA. 

The primary mission of the 4th Battalion, 12th Marine$ re­
mained as. General Support of 3d Marine Division; however, almost 
every firing unit had ita own particular mission o At 08l600H 
the second platoon, 1st Armored Amphibian Company located at CUA 

-VIET became OPCON to the battalion., with the mission of direct 
. support of 1st Amtrac Battalion. At 08l600H 8., detachment of 

W/2/l2 (3 tubas:) became OPCON to us 0 Located at MAl LOC., they 
had the mission of direct support of Task Force Bravo~ B/l/12 
o.lso came under our OPCON at the same time. Bravo w.as located at 
C-2 BRIDGE from 1-14 December, at C~ from 14~30 December, and 
finally a:t MAl LOe thereaftero Bravots mission changed several 
times; 1"12 December direct suppovt of Task Force Bravop 12~13 
December OPCON to 3/12, 1)"'30 December direct support ,of Task 
Force Bx-avo, and now direct support of 4th Marines: (2/4). 

On l01645H C/l/12 located at C.~ became OPCON to 4/12 with 
the mission of direct support of 3/)0 On 12 December they as,,, 
sumed the miss,ion of direct support of Task Force Bravoo At 
130800H Charlie displaced to DONG HA to be flown south and be­
come OPCON to Task Force X-Ray 0 For the period 16~1 December9 
the 2d Platoon of 1st Senrchlight Battery became OPCON to 4/12Q 
Originally loca.ted at VANDEGRl~T' COMBAT BASE, they displaced to 
CAr·! LO and assumed the mission of direct support of Task Force Bo 

. Our own organic units had their own missions also. The pla­
toon of K/4/l2 locatGed at DONG HA (Kilo Delta.) had a. priority of 
fires for the QUANGTRI COMBATa\SE and direct support of Recon~ 
na.issance Tra.ining Area. M/4/l2 located at C .. -2 had the mission 

. of direct support of reconnaissance teams operating in the DHZ; 
in addition, they assumed the unofficial role of direct support 
of Task Force B~ when B/l/12 displaced. L/4/l2 loca.ted 8l.t Fire 
Support Base ELLIOT continued to reinforce 3/12. K/4/12 (-) 10'" 
outed n.t C-l ha.d the mission of direc·t support of reconnaissance 
teams operating in tho DMZ~ . 

In addition to our OPCON units" the battalion had an effect 
on the fires of three Army firing units~ For missions involving 
reconnaissance teams operating in the DJVf.2 p the bSolttalion could 
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exercise tactical fire direction over Charlie 8th of the 4th 
loca.!ted at C-2, Alpha. ls.t of the 40th located at CON'. TEIIRNp a'nd 
Charlie 1st of tho 40th located at C ... l. In addition!, Alpha. 1st 
of the 40th is unofficially ~einforcing Task Force Bravo. The 
4th Battalion assigns them a.. mission, obtains their clearance, 
and at the same tim3, asks 12th MaTine Regiment to obtain per­
mission from ~:.{i)$~;)~\ ' Group to use I them on the miss ior-::; I.';01:' all 
pro;,ctical purposes, the battalion ~,g CDtc(;i"'olling at brigarle o:~ 
Artillery. 

Our FDC setup requires a detailed expla.nationo The battalion 
. maintains the capability of technical fire direction as well as 

ta.ctical control of all OPCON uni ts·o Our FADAC is programmed for 
both the 105 hOl-Titzer and the 155 ho· .. ritzaro LJ(~r/12 located. at 
FSB ELLIOT and 3/1/12 located 0.:1; f1A.I LOC are :;'''ili''1 aa follows.;: their 
FDCfs compute the missions and !lc'c as primary data in all missions 
that are not danger close or require fire for effect on the. iD.i­
tial voll ey; :'n thes..e cases the battalion FDC ,.rill employ Pl~DAC 
·do.tn and ~Jhc battery FDCwill be a_ secondal"Y check Q On 0.,11 mis­
sions the bat'calion ·Pj)C ,..rill check the initial :tiring data o 2d 
Platoon 1st Anrlored Amphibian Company has.. their FDG locaLted nt 
eUA VIET,\} and W/2/l2 has theiI'a at !1A.I LOC~ On tiJai:. ... missions, 
their p.J)C~ s will be pri..1'llary on all missions and the battalion FDC 
\i111' sim'ply run [l seconda:-y check on their i'il":l:-::g d.i ... f>~o ":'i'~'j,~ }[;'1o 
D~l t~' 4/12 ~ K/4/1~ 9 and M/~j~2 the ?o.:~t/ll15.o~ FDG computes: all 
rti.J.1J310nS an1 pro'l'T1de.:'lthe pr:una.:J:'Y f::.r:.ng da-cru; hmJ'cf~!8rp as 8t'}ond­
ary chEl~k is I'lL'"). at each battery posi'cionp in accorde.nce with 
the PCV SOP :to!' Operations. and Gunneryo 

Se·I!'~l'a.J. new prooedures have been innov!lted o ~l'he pel':l1anent 
Save.-A..,?lane has been obtained from D).vision FSCC Il fo"::' reco!".illais­
sanca teams operating in the DMZ Q If' a team gets in~~o contac"ijt) 
rounds., can be immediately fired Wlder the permanent Sava ... A,."Plan.ee 
On all other DMZ missions ground clearance is obtained fl"On:. ~'ocon"" 
na5..ssanc6 and Division FSCC is asked for permission to fire unde::o 
the permanent Sav·e ... A-Planeo The Sa.ve-A ... Planes are effeotive fO:4" 
the following positions: C-l p ·C....z,a.nd A .. 4. This system enables 
the ba t'talion to tr.D-as a high volume ·of fire on the enemy as soon 
as contact is initiated o 

AdclitionaJ.ly new equipment call'ad sensory int:::-usion deiii'~e3 
he.va been em.ployed l-ihere all ground- movement ~~n ~::;he scanned sec ... 
tor is detec;~;ed~ thereby g:C:1erating a fire mission on til"l6 m.oye"~ 
m9nt~ Batteries have platoons laid on the S(;'ln sectors B:U1.d as 
soon as 9.:. target is generated and the g~;':~~d is cleared the ba"G") . 
teries can commsnce attacking the moveI!ler~t-; 0 In addi t;;.on. an ANi 
TPs~5 ground sUF/eillance radar is employed from GIO LINH and 
targe ts a.re genera tad from the ra.dar t s pi cking up movement. 
These are immediately attacked by our units 1oj·:l.th a.:. high volume 
of fireo 
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Considerable lIaison was required to coordinate our battalion's 
operation and a full time liaison section was deemed neoessaryo 
The great amount of liaison work enabled our battalion FDC to 
acoomplish itl!f mission wi th $. ::dnimun of confusion, thereby ena­
bling Slll our OPCON units to accomplish their mission~ In other 
words, quick, accurate fire support was del'.vered ove!' an extreme .... 
l~widc·fi'ont to all groun.d forces we s~pporto Our' size enables 

us. to Ir.nss a.·,t least 3 batteri~a on any ta.rget generated in OIl!' AOb 
Another innovation is the us~ of the propaganda shello After 
firing ~ DMZ mission, we send replot druta to 12th Marine& FDC 
who then forward the grid to J.st of the 1.:-0th for firing., 

Upon moving the Battalion FDC from CAMP CARROLL to DONG HAt 2 
separate rDa 7 s ,\.;erG est('.bli~1::-1ed to infJu::;oe that there w'ou.ld be 
contdnuous. f~.:;."·z, ;3 t4p}?0rt du:::,ing 'ChE:1 moV'e" Thts ~,;a8 t"cGcYnplished 
'h'ith the 'rE eq:.:i,pment; minus.. 5 de2,cG:tned AN/pRO~5 radios a No 
major difficulties were enco~ntered during the moveo 

Using the n0~·\r AS.,..,2c:36 anteru.l9.~ !~9.deqU6.t91~· CO![£iJj,lJ.,.'1.icEttions io.~'are 
-:- ~ ", . of"'" ~ Y'1 • ., 0. ~- ...... '. 'I, I "" 4'." P. 'ltT T "''' "0 r': ... ; es"ab .... 1S"led .... ·.0., ... ,OJ.\ ..... LA ~.(, L/,-, .. : 1 a", .... I ............ 10J.o Th€ sN/ ... Rw 47 

(RF) has :':)0e:t2 u.sod $::1 2 .. seoo.!'..daJ:"Y b1)1i·.ck up, enS'..l.r:tDg consJ,;;ant com ... 
mu..'1.iC[ll~tiicns: ~~.:~ tj'h the b:o'.'ctel''Y c 

Di,:e to tha lln't~Stl3.1 niJJ.~ber of ad.d.i t;i.o!':!.al {JPGC~:r u .. ~.:t 'biD,? trl.0 bat;(!1~ 
t8.1 ~ .. orl :1.fJ. pr~eaently opera t~.ng on. D. :.x.in.irr:.1Iin 01" 15 ~~~;J.iio !lAt:~, (1.r-J1.) j? 

C.0:m.p8.:..~ej. 1:) a. no:r-:mal !1lllximliIn, of eie::nt.- DUD to thO) G.8a.:i:!.:lJ.';I.I:l ::.1' a:c 
C\··'·:.'rary:~ f'':: "·8 ·1;:'T ... ,~:""r" U!'~ tc- ,..~t 10 '1-i ~ • .:'rr r"~l, "".; ~rL' R· c;:" c: "-L~'~. ,. "'1"'"'''' ~ ..... ·,.e1~.1. C·"Jv. G'~ .••• :..V .i.I.~ ./ .... ;J 'J,.,.l. 'N c;.;,t.. ... J...~' ...... ' . .'ooi.._~l ..... -:; ..... _yu J. ..... ;J./ .. J_~ I.) ....... G~-iJ\,.1 U ... "" 

~)bta.!ned on loan from 12th Ma.rines to fill the gap cre~t&d by 
this (luI':t:'e~'lt ext ..... a cOIl".ll1ittment o 
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PART III 

~NTIAL LISTINGS. OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1. COMBAT MISSIONS ASSIGNED 

1:',31 December: 4th Battalion, 12th Marines (Rein)"- General 
Support of ,3d Marine Division. 

2. SIGNIFlCANT OPERATIONS SUPPORTED 

During thamonth of Decembexa .. the 4th Batta.lion, 12th Marines 
participated in the following operations: HIGHRISE (1-,31 Dec); 
SALINE II (1-9 Dec); KENTUCKY (1-31 Dec); SCOTIAND II (1-)1 Dec); 
DNtlSON RIVER (1-31 Dec); MARSHALL MOUNTAIN (9-3L Dec h 

FIRE SUPPORT PROVIDED -
a. Recapitulation of F1xae Missions: 

TARGET 

Confirmed· 
Acquired 
Prf5para:tion 
Special Purpose 
Counter'bu "(;tery 
.GrandT ()ta1 
1m Total 
IlIum Total 
lII449 ~otal 
WP ·Total 

MISSIONS 

124 
789 
loa 
',98 
12 

1,183 

4~ CASUALTIES INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY (OPCON UNITS) 

a o . KIA: 22 t-fLA: 13 

'.~U1!tLTIES SUSTAINED (ADCON UNITS) 

a 0 HOSTILE: KIA"'() WIA-6 

bo NON'"HOSTILE: DEATH .... O INJURY-6 

6~ MEDCAP VISITS 

a. CAM LO Monta@lard Village: 58 ·patients Seen 

bo CAM LO Refugee Center: a8 Patients Seen 

c. DIANSIANG Village: 64 Patients Seen 

6 

-- -
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TOTAL ROUNDS 

3,982 
11,353 

1,487 
. 880 

980 
18,~82 
17,')67 

454 
.369 
502 
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e" TOTAL VIETNAMESE NAT! ONALS TREATED ~ 181 

? 0 COMMAND HEUTIONS 

a. 4th Eattalion, 12th Marines: 1~31 December; OPCON and 
ADOON to 12th Marines. 

8D EQUIPMENT 

The outfitting of the battalion Ni th ne.-, hmvi tzer8 was com­
pleted "rhen 10 R&E 155 Howit.zers (SP) W8re re0eived this montho 
lEks battery received two on 050800Z Decembers- Dne on 070800z 
Deoembel'" and one on 120800z Decembero Kilo l~eceived two on 
1}0300Z :Cocembel"',~ and one on 170800Z December. Lima. received 
one on 070800Z December and two on 120800z December. 

On 15 December the battalion received 13 new KY"38 voice 
El:.lcipheI'T.".ont deyices which were op-checked with good resul ts 0 

HQ1;',f'V~.H·.? the battalion does not yet have the compatable radio 
(AN/PRO.".??) to implement use of the ICY-38 t s. 

On 20 December, the battalion received an additional 12 
a:{l'i.~s'1'j.i:~8~9i" .. S ... 2236o One has been given to each organic and I)PCON 
v.:-lit of tb."3 battalion, thereby greatJ_~' enhancing communications 
w:t tih oU:''' f?1:::'-flung units. Eventually thes e will replace I:dl 2921 s 
c u:r.'re~·~ l;r in us e 0 

7 
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SUPP'ORfTl""N-'" ,,,.., ,-'., ',-,--, • __ ,,<'C:-!-::; 
... .1. .... • ( \..1 'fY.:~.'::I::~.~:~ 

(.2rl.c, 

1.. The f'ol~oJowing s.igriif'icant entries a:J:'e excerpts from the 3-) 
~";ork Sheets (Heoord of' Missions) ~ 

Oj1540H- /)M,tfired 2 WP and 56 HE on Bunkers and Marked Road for 
Ael:':"t.a1 Observer Bulldozer- "An at 100746 resu.lting in 12 
bunkers destroyed c 

(}~.23jJ .. 1Ii·' n;yt i':L:"0d l.I. WP ane, 78 HE OD. "SO c8.J~::bc~" pO'Jition for 
I;a~c!.1~·_cJ.:lssa.nce ·~eam Dt2~'31r,- F8l~:" a.t l;;~95C2 r6[!~J..:lti:'lg in 
L:_ soGondary explosions o 

':~ X,: n.red 1 yiP and 22 HE on old bu.rib:el's and new trails 
for fAO League Leader,I!\>1i1 a,t 054692 resulting in 3 bun~ 
ll:Gre destroyed o 

051600E{ t., 111'1" Pired 23 WP and 20 HE on ear,lp s:Lte and OF for 
HeCC):;:l:'1aissance team Deer Fern at 148507 res Qlting in 
6 secondary explosions o 

, 
07Q9!.!-CE 

1~L" fired' 49 HE and 16 10:£-:i: on :) NVA for ~lO Bv..J_Y.d~'1,er ilAII 
i,::it O,~.i,t.6al resulting in ]. ~n.'" and 2 fighting hoIe:;; d_8S­
t,:i.. ... U·\T8d 0 

" 

~ '!r-tJ :fired 2 WPp 10 1CM!I and 120 HE on Active EQckf)~':;S for 
:!i./3/.3 ~t 068595 resulting in 2 secondary explosicn;'1o 

,.. 1V I/l fired 120 HE on Ac ti va Rockets for K/3/3 e...t 068595 
rosultins in 1 second~~ explosion. 

\', {Ji~ :fired 2 WP and 18 HE on bunkers for AO Bulldozer YlW" 
~;:'c 034650 l"esulting in 2 bunkers deatroyed o 

'>0 '''T}' f:b::Gd ,~:6 ::IE or,; bun..:.r.e!'S ,~:::\1 tl"ails f'or AO Bulldozer 
'~GjC a:t 005663 I'esul ting in 2 bunkers destroyed and 6 
to 8 bUIlkElP3 tmco,tered o 

10:L2;~_6H ... ; e~I}! i':L1:-:]G.. 2;iiP a~d 20 E(E on mortars and olli.:.urers for 
F/2/1~ at 02.0661 resu.lting in 3 bunkers destroyed o 

:I..Gl,3l.BE: ~~ ;1:G ll ;,:"'ired 2 tiP an.d 95IiE on Active Mortars for F/2/4. 
R.t 026S6~_ re,1 - ti:''lg ln 1 s econde.l~Y cxples iono 

I~K!~ fi1:~ed. 6 WP and 36 lIE on 1 NVA a!'Ld bunkers f'or AO 
League Leader liM' !'0sr!.lting in 2 WlA 7so . 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

". Qii.. IYLfli i!!!i: . --
t'.~ 

1"1 ~r ,..,:- " ",'·'1 
l·1:1'l747H~.:i~" fil"ed .3 WP and 96 HE on NVA position fol" AO Bull.­

doze!' ItZIt at 0,32684, !'esulting in .3 bunkers destroyed 
and .3 secondary explosions. 

;.21042H - "K" fil"od 3 WP and 100 HE on bunkel"s for Reconnaissance 
team Beach Boy &t 194498 resulting in 7 secondary explo­
sions. 

1;;134oH .. "Mit fired i WP and 89 HE on bunkers fo!' AO Bulldozer ItR" 
and "Wit att, 01156864 resulting in 6 bunkers destroyed 
and 12 to 15 bunkers uncovered. . 

l.u .. -255H - 11M" fired 56 HE on bunkel's find tl"enches for AO Bulldozer 
"R" at 043697 resulting in 4 bunkers destroyed; 12 
bunke!'s damaged and 1 .50 calibaI' position destroyed. 

11{i.812H ... "Mil fired 7 WP and 127 ti1l:on bUnkers fo~ AO Bulldozer 
"RII a.t 005695 resulting in 14 hunkers destroyed. 

:-,.;)1158H· - "K" fired 2 .. WP and.22 HE: on a.25 ft. sampan loaded with 
equipment at 248813 ,for AO League Leader "L" resulting 
in lsainpan sunk and 1 sampan damaged 0 " 

-·.'~l305l1 ... "Mil fiI'ed 2 WP and 61 HE ohbunkeI's.and .50 ca~ position 
for AOBulldozel" "R'· resUlting in .5 bunkers dest!'oyed . 
and 1 .50 cal position 4estroyed at 0)8690. 

15l643H - "M" fired 2 WP and 63 HE on bunkers and trails for AO 
. Bulldozer "R" resulting in 16 bunkers destroyed and 17 
bunkers damage~ at 091623. 

l51715H 

IS1B17H 

-' "L" fired 1 WP and 81 HE on bunkers and troops in tree­
,line for AO Bulldozer uR" resulting in 1 secondary 
explosion at 975625·. 

- " .'1 ~t,~~"'f~r~((':[<"il:~: ";~~~~~gQ:,~~o:I~~~i'~ '·Wi~·.,',c¥~' .... ?;1"~~' :~.~~B·'~~-;n:~;.~·~. 
,~ do·z'e~.J'.L'~:;' a t,c~.s6,1i8-{)90'-;~es·ttltinEr·:in:·l:.:c.Q~,~rrn:e.~':'K~;~;;i·;·::" 

• ..~ "'~ .t' ".'.:,; •• ..:. ~'.'. 

1916200 - "Kit fired 3 WP and 20 HE on bunkers and .3 NVA for AO 
Seven-Up "011 at 199810 resulting in 2 bunkeI's destroyed, 
1 hootch destroyed, and 1 KIA • 

. ·191708H - "Kn" fired 2 WP and l~ HE on 3 NVA in treeline for 
, Reconnaissance team Nurse at 184508 resulting in 2 

confirmed KIA Is. 

i..i ~1.K'~.ltnd "Mil fir~d 213 HE 'on enemy contaot for Recon-
. naissa.nca' teamA~pbngy Tackle at 1,31754 resulting 1n 6 

confirmed KIA f S i . ',' 
9 
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• 
2bl522H - ttL" fired 2 WP and 53 HE OT, h1mko1·S a.nd ground fi.;J;'e,tor 

AO Bulldozer "Zit at 894537 resulting 2 bunkers des~royed" 

2-8..1.7l0H - 11K!! fired 16 HE on 4 NVA a.nd bunkers for AO Bulldozer 
I~FtI at 250814 resulting in 4 KIA IS~ 2 secondary explo­
sions" 10 bunkers destroyed and 10 bunkers uncovered~ 

::~ (}l618H - ,t;:;'lD'~ fired 2 WP a.nd 37 HE on 1 NVA for Rec orma is sance 
tea:rn, Belmont Tones at 162514 resulting in 3 bunkers 
destroyed and 3 bunkers do.maged o 

!l:f:i1!! fired 1 WP and 26 HE on automatic weapons and trails 
fo!"' .AO Bulldo:!',er uR1I at 162.520 resu1t;ing in 8 bunkers 
des'u:'oyed Q 

"K" fired 59 HE on 10 NVA fOl:- Regimental OP at GIO LINE 
Slt 249803 resulting in 10 Probable KIAtso 

',,:. 
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