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PART T

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

1. Designatien

1st Battalion, 13th Marines (Rein)

" Subordinate Units

Administrative Control

Headguarters Battery, 1st Battallon,
13th Marines

5th 155 Gun Battery (SP)(\)(Rein)
Battery “K", 4th Battalion, 12th Marines

O.pera.tional Control

Headquarters Battery, 1st Battalien,
13th Marlnes

Battery "A", 1st Battalion, 13th Marines

Battery "B", 1st Battalien, 13th Marines -

_ Battery "C", 1st Battalion, 13th Marines

Mertar Battery, 1st Battalion, 13th Marines

1st Provisional 155 Howitzer Battery (Rein),

3d Battalion, 12th Marines
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. Commander

LtCol J. A. HENNWELLY

1stLt W. K. JONES
1Mart8 - 15Mart8
Capt J. P. ROGERS
16Mar68 ~ 21Marb8
1stLt J. W. HUGHES Jr.
22Mar68 - 31Marés

Maj B. B. B_.ALL Jr.

Capt P M. BURTON

1stLt W. K. JONES
1Mar68 - 15Marée

Capt J. P. ROGERS
1Mar68 = 21Mar6s
1stLt J. W. HOGHES Jre
22Mar68 - 31Maréd

Capt V. B. SNIDER

Capt J. C. USCKER

Capt W. J. O'CONNOR
Capt M. T. PIERSON

Capt 5. J. HAYES
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DECLASSIFIED

Detachment 238th Artillery (Radar),
1st Battalien, 40th Artillery

2 .', Location

Headquarters Battery, 1st Battalion,
13th Marines

Battery "A", 1st Battalien, 13th Marines
Battézy npn, 1$£ Battalion, 13th Marines
Battexry "Cﬁ, 1st Battalion, 13th Marines
Mertar Battery, 1s£ Battalien, 13th Marihes

1st Provisional 155 How1tzer Battery (Reln),
3d Battalien, 12th Marlnes .

5th 155 Gun Battexy (bP)(-)(Rein) ,

2nd Platoon, 5th 155 Gu.n Battery (SP)
5th 155 Gun Battery (Rear)

Battery "K', 4th Battalion, 12th Marines
Detachment 238th Field Artillery (Radar),
1st Battalion, 40th Artillery

3 Stéff Officers

Bxecutive Officer

§-3
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35gt R+ M. MCCULLOUGH

1Mar68 - 14Marés
SP5 C. OGDEN
15Mar68 - 31Mar6s

Khe Sanh,

Khe Sanh,
Khe Sanh,
Khe Sanh,
Khe Sanh,

Khe Sanh,

@uang Tri

LZ Evané,

RVN

RVIY
RV
RVN

RV

City, RVN

RVN

Dong Ha, RVN

Cemp Carroll, RVN

Khe Sanh,

Maj R. W.

RVHN

CAMPBELL

1Mar68 - 8Mar6s

Maj D. W.

WILSON

9Mar68 - 10Mar6s

Maj Re W
11Mar68 -

CAMPBELL
31HMar68

1stLt D. W. KSLLY

1stLt W. K. JONES
1M2T68 - 4Mar6s

1stLt L.

M. PALM

5Marés - 31Maré

Capt L. R. SALMON
1Maré8 - BMar6s
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Maj G. R. HOUCHIN
OMar68 - 31Marés

4. Average Monthly Streneth ‘
UsSMC UsN UsA

OFF -~ BNL OFF BNL OFF ENL
HqBtry, 1stBn, 13thMar 16 132 2 3 0 0
Btry "A", 1stBn, 13thMar 9 125 0 2. 0 0
Btry "B", 1stBn, 13thMar 6 119 0 2 0 0
Btxy "C", 1stBn, 13thMar 8 127 . .0 2 0 0 -
Mortar Btry, 1stBn, 13thMar 4 85 0 2 0 0
5th 155 Gun Btxzy (SP)(-)(Rein) 10 178 0 3 0 0
2ndPlt, 5th 155 Gun Btry (SP) 1 30 0 1 0 0
1st Prov 155 How Biry (Rein) 4 89 O 2 0 0
Btry "K", 4thBn, 13thMar 5 120 0 2 0 )
Det 238th Arty (Radar) 0 0 0 0 0 7

15tBn, 40th Arty
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PART II
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COMANDER'S NARRATIVE

During the month of March 1968, 1st Battalion, 13th Marines

continued participation in Operation Scotland in support of the 26th
Marines,

On the evening of 1 March 1968, ‘the 37th ARVN Ranger Battalien
received an NVA ground attack on the eastern portien ef the Khe Sanh
Cembat Base. 4rtillery defensive fires were delivered until the attack
was successfully repulsed. Two hundred and seventy-four artillery rounds
were fired in suppert of the Ranger Battalion, including 26 Selected
Ammunitien Projectiles, M444 (Flrecracker)

On 2 March 1968, the. 1st Battalien, 13th Marines fired 157
artillery rounds in suppert of the 37th ARVN Ranger Battalioen. These
rounds, including 11 Firecracker, were directed against an NVA attack
on the eastern portion of the Combat Base.

On 18 March 1968, the 1st Battalion, 13th Marines supported the
: 37th ARVN Ranger Battalion. Four hundred and six artillery rounds
. were fired during this action, to include 59 Firecracker rounds.

On 21 March 1968, 1st Battalion, 13th Marines fired 1,138
rounds consisting of "preparation" and "on-call' fires, in support
of a cambat patrel operatien conducted by the 1st Battallon, 26th
Marines,

On 30 March 1968, 1st Battalion, 13th Marines fired 2,608
rounds consisting of "preparation", "on-call" and "will adjust" fires,
in support of a combat patrel eperation conducted by Cempany "BY, 1st
Battalion, 26th Marines. One of the KIiA's sustained during this
action was a Forward Observer from Battery "A", 1st Battalion, 13th
Marines. ) . -

On 8 March 1968, a Howitzer in Battery "A" received a direct hit
vhich ‘destreyed the weapen. The replacement.was a fleat weapon that
was stored in the Battery "A" position. On 9 March anether float
105mm Howitzer was received by the 1st Battalien, 13th Marines. On
22 March Battery "B" and Battery "C', 1st Battalion, 13th Marines
received a heavy artillery attack.which destroyed a Battery "C" How-
itzer position and damaged the weapon. One 105mm Howitzer belonging
to the Detachment of Battery “C'" on Hill 8815 remains ineperable due to
a broken trail, and the terrain and tactical situation still pre-
cludes a replacement attempt. The 1st Battalion, 13th Marines has
a total of 19 105mm Howitzers of which 17 are in firi rder.

- ngn&_‘_‘--—“““—— -
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The 1st Provisional 155mm Howitzer Battery (Rein) has six weapons
on hand, all in firing order.

Mortar Battery, 1st Battalion, 13th Marines presently has five
4.2" Moxtar and two 10Tmm Howtars. One 4.2" Mortar is out of action
with a broken standard. Another 4.2" Mortar is out of action with a
broken standard and a faulty recoil mechanism. :

On 31 March 1968, Operation Scotland was suspendeld and the Battalion
continued fto support the 26th Marines as Operation Pegasus commenced.

¥
BT
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dmmunition expended for the month of March is as follows:

MISSIONS ' AMIUNITION EX?ENDED
0B3 UNOBS H&I 105 155 4.2" TOTAL
711 968 360 | 35,747 6644 5779 48,170

Friendly casualties during the month were:
KIA WIA(serious ) ‘ "wIIA(non-séfious)
6 s 7

Enemy casualties and damage during the month credited to artillerxy:

KIa{c) KIA(R) I
167 20 2

Secondary explesions -~ 128
Bunkexrs destroyed - 7T
Mértars - 1
Weapons (MG) 1
. Fuel drums (55Gal) 5 (destroyed)
v , : 15 (damaged) -

Incoming rounds received during the months:

ﬂ_&trtillexy Rocket Hortar - ERR UNE TYPE

- Headgquarters Battery 22 1 -9 0 0
“A' Battexy 17 0 0 4 4
"B"/"C" Battery 29 1 44 12 1
1st Provisienal 155 .29 2 4 0 1
Howitzer Battery ’ : o
Mertar Battery 9 2 2 2 0

106 6 59 18 6

The Battalion position areas were improved considerably during the
month of March. Due to the increased availability of ammunition cases,
cannisters, and other building materials, numerous below ground bunkers
were completed and gun positiens and ammunition bunkers improved. In-
creased usage of available tractors has assisted in the personnel bunk-
er building program and has provided the opportunity to increase the
surviveability of vehicles through the digging of vehicle revetments.
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1 Harch 1968

2 March 1968

'8 March 1968

9 March 1968

14 March 1968

14 March 1968

18 March 1968

21 March 1968

21 March 1968

22 March 1968

27 March 1968

PART ITT -

SEQUENCE . OF EVENTS

The 1st Battalion, 13th Marines supperted 37th ARVN
Ranger Battalion by firing extensive defensive fires to
stop an NVA ground attack on the Eastern portion of the
Khe Sanh Combat Base,

The 1st Battalion, 13th Marines supported 37th ARVN
Ranger Battalion by firing extensive defensive fires to
stop an NVA ground attack on the BEastern portion of the

- Ehe Sanh Cambat Base.

Gun #3 of Battery “A", 1st Battalion, 13th Marines,
received a direct hit, destroying the weapon. A re-
placement was provided from Logistic Suppoert Unit.

One float 105mm Howitzer arrived Khe Sanh Combat Base
and positiened with Battery "A", st Battalion, 13th Marines.

Battexry "A', 1st Battalion, 13th Marines changed
tubes on Gun #6.

A qpantity of C5 ammunition for the 4.2" Mortar arrived
EKhe Sanh Combat Base.

The 1st Battalion, 13th Marines supported 3Tth ARVN
Ranger Battalion by firing extensive defensive fires to
stop an NVA ground attack on the Bastern portion of

the Khe Sanh Combat Base.

One 155mm Howitzer arrived Khe Sanh Combat Base and
was assigned to ist Provisional 155 Howitzer Battery.

The 1st Battalion, 13th Marines fired 1138 rounds in

support of a combat patrol operation conducted by 1st

Battalion, 26th Marines.

Battexry "B" and Battery "C", 1st Battaliom, 13th
Marines received a heavy .artillery attack which
damaged Battery "C" Gun #5 and destroyed the atten—
dent ammunition bunker and gun pit.

1st Provisional 155mm Howitzer Battery (Bein), 3rd
Battalion, 12th Marines changed the tube on Gun #6.
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30 March 1968
30 March 1968

31 March 1968

The 1st Battalion, 13th Marines fired 2608 rounds in
support of a coambat patrol operation conducted by
Company "B", 1st Battalion, 26th Marines.

The 1st Provisional 155mm Howitzer Battery (Rein),
3rd Battalion, 12th lMarines changed the tube on

Operation Scotland suspended as of 0800H. The Bat-
talion, in support of the 26th Marines, began
participation in Operation Pegasus.
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