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SECRET 
part I 

ORGANlZllTIONfll. DATA 

1 • l?esignation 

1 s't; Ba ttallion, 13th Marines 

subordinato ~ 

.4§~r;~tnietrati ve Control 

R(-'i",;,quarters Ba.ttery, 1st Battalion, 
1 3': ~ Marines 

5-::1:,: - ";5 Gun :Battery (SF )(Rein) 

BattG~:y "C", 1 at :BattaiLion, 13th Marines 

B-')t~;o::::y "K", 4th :Ba.ttalion, 13th Maxines 

(:Mf,fi::ational Control 
~"""-- -,~,-, . .---

T{«l:drp:'.arters :gatte::y; 'Is ~ 3Lt-talion, 
1 ),01), Earir.!,es 

Battc:r:y "A", 1st Battalion, 13th Marines 

1}a-t;J(jer;y "e", 1 at Battalion, 13th Marines, 

Kor*ax Battery, 1st Battalion, 13th Marines 

Headquarters Battery, 1 st Battldion, 
13th l\IIl::::1.!lOS 

Bati;e:r..:r nA", 1st Battru.ion, 13th Marines 

Battc!ty "e" ~ 1 st Battalion, 1 3th Mar~nes 

Mortar Batter,y, 1st Batt51ion, 13th Marines 

2 

" 
commander 

"Ltcol iL. NOVfK 

Capt M. E. POPELK1~ 

Maj VI. M. STEPHANS 

capt A. J. SWETT 

1 str,t A. L. HlilIDING 
, 

1stLt R. P. CIPRIANI 

Capt R. K. PETERSON, 

capt M. E. POPELKA 

capt h.. J. SWETT 

1stI,t A. L. HlllIDING 

1st!, t R. P. CIPRIANI 

Danang, RVN 

N. cantonemen t t.:rea 
De.nmg, RVN 

phu Gia, RVN 
, 1oct68 to 160ct68 
nai La pass, RVlT 
17oct6a to 31oct6e 
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5th 155 Gun Battery (SP)(Rein) 

',::ct platoon 

3d platoon 

• 
Danang, RVN 
11oot6e to 260ct6a 
Hai Van Pass, RVN 
27oct6e to 31oct6e 

Camp Carroll 

Ca Lu 

Rock Pile 

Ca Lu 

]aHery "K", 4th Battalion, 13th Marines phu Bai, RVN 
10ct6e to ,1oot6e 

3. .§taff Officers 

S-1 

5-3 

S-4 

HqBtry, 1stBn, 13tbMar 
Btry "A", 1 stBn, 13tbMar 
]try "C", 1 st:Bn, 13thMar 
Mortar Bi;!!Y, 1 stBn, 13tbMar 
5th 155Gtm Btry (SP)(Rein) 
Btry "XII, 4thBn, 13thMar 

LtCol J. B. CAETIENY 

capt B. D. NICHOL.!:J3 

1atLt J. R. RYIJf 

Maj G. R. HOUCHIN 

1 stL t M. C. BUNTON 

~ USN 
QE! ~ .2!!: : ENL -

16 110 2 2 
7 1-:54- 0 2 
7 138 0 2 
4 e7 '0 3 
9 ,",85 0 7 
4 110 0 2 
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part II 

NJUffiATlVE Sll1MJ'Jii 

During the period 1-31 October 1968, the 1 st Battalion, 13th 
Marines, less Battery flAil, participated in operation 01:.1ElN MESA under 
the operational oontrol of the 11th Marines, in direct support of the 
26th Marines. Battery "N' supported 1 st Battalion, 26th Marines in 
their assigned area of oper~ti.ns. 

At 010600HOctober 1968, 1st Batta-lion, 13th Marines as&uIlled 
cOJJl1Il8nd less OPOON of Battery "A" t Battery "!:", Mortax Battery, 1st 
Battalion, 13th Marines and Battery "K", 4th Battalion, 13th Marines. 
At the same time, command less OPCON of Battery "K", 4th Battalion, 
12th Mexines was passed to CG, Third Marine Division. 

On 2 October 1968, Mortar Battery, 1st Battalion, 13th Marines 
fired 154 rounis in g~lpportof anOPCON olomal t Q)f 31 Battal1on~ 26th 
M"arines.; 17 secondaa:y explosions r.esulted from these .fires. 

On 11 October 1968, Battery "C" (Rein), 1st Battalion, 13th 
Marinefif fired 81 rounds in support of a 3d Battalion, 26th Marines 
element that observed several enenw in the Opert. A surveillance of 
10 enenw ICU..., probable, was received as a result of this mission. 

At 161.2008: Octob~r 1968, the three 155mm Howitzers of Battery "C", 
1st Battalion, 13th 11arinos eli splac cd from Hill 88, phu Loe District; to 
the Danang area where OPCON passed to 4th Battalion, 11 th Marines. 

O'peration01f.EN MESA termna.ted at 141200H october 1968. 

On 13 Octo'ber 1968, 1st B'attalion, 13th Marines CP displaced from 
the 35th Engineer Battalion, USA, NC:J:l-O bridge area, to Camp p"rdue, 
Danang. 

On 17 october 1968, Battery "ell and Mortar Battery (-), 1st Bat­
talion, 13th Marines displaced from their position at the phu Gia 
Sand Spit,Phu LocDistrict and went into position in the vicinity of 
Dai La pass, Danang. 

On 22 October 1968, Battery "All, 1 at Battalion, 13th Marines ~ired 
40 rounds on 10 intelligence targets and received credit for two NVA KIA. 

On 27 October 1968, Mortar Battery (-), 1st Battalion, 13th Mar.ines: 
displaced from their position in the Dai La Pass and went into positio~ 
in the vicinity of Hai Van pass, Da-nP.ng, in order to support a 3d 
Battalion, 26th lfarinos o,JOOration .. 

On 30 Ootober 1968, Battery "A", 1s~ :Battalion, 13th Marinos 
fired 21 rounds in support of 1 at BattaliO, n, 26th Marines and, WE'· .:i C'· 
credited with two NVh. KIl~ and eight NV . .'I. KIA (p). ~ !: . 

4 . EnCIW, ) 
!=!Ijl('ll:)1<'fT1 
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Ammunit:ii.on cxpencfu:d d:u.l:ing tha month of October: is ."..s folIous: 

Ia:A(C) 

4 

HISSENS 

~ 
5518 

JC!A.(p) 
18 

. Sce;ondr'. rl os: : 17 

TOTAL -5719 

UlAE 
o 

1~. 
o 

5 

AlfIYlUNITIp~r 

19..2 4'.2 lli. 
15,34·2 2534 96, 

DECLASSIFIED 

:,rOTAL 
18,839 



Sl:;CRET 

1 October 1968-

2 October 1968-

110ctober 1968-
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Part III 

S:8QUENTIAL LISTIHG OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

CoIDmFl.nd less OreON of Bo.tt~ry ''All, Battery IIC", 8Y'd, 

Nortar Batt8ry, 1st Battalion, 13th IvIarineo and 
Battery "KIf, 4th Battalion, 13th N'1r.i.u8s assumed 
by 1st Battalion, 13th Narines. 

Command less OPCON of Ba ttery IfKII, 4th Ba.tta lion, 
12th l-Iarines passed to 'Cowilanding General, Third 
IvJarine Division. 

17 secondary exploSions reported as Hortar Battery, 
1st Battalion, 13th Narines fired 154 rounds in 
support of 3rd Battalion, 26th Bsriues. 

10 enel1ly KIA, probable, were reported as Battery "C", 
1st Battalion, 13th Marines fired in support of 
3rd Battalion, 26th 11arines. 

13 October 1968- 1st Bo.tte.lion, 13th Harines CP dis:;)laces to Camp 
Perdue, Danang from 35th Engineer Battalion, USA, 
NAHO bridgG area. 

14 October 1968- Operation Od~N HCSA torminates. 

16 uctober 1968- OPCON of 3 155IlLll Ho,,,itzers, Battery HCfI, 1st Battalion, 
13th lVIarines passed to 4th Battalion, 11th IvTa:rines. 

17 October 1968- Batt8':y nCt! and HortaI' Battery, 1st Battalion,. 13th 
IvIarines displace from Phu Gia Sand Spt and go into 
positicn ::-"t, DiH La· Pass, Ienamg .. 

22 October ';968- Battery 1'l.!I~ 1st Battalion~ 13th Harines credited 
vii th 2 enemy KB tlsnumGrous rounds are fired on 
intellig3nce te:rgets 0 

27 October 1968- Nortar Battery(_), 1st Battalion, 13th Narines 
displace :from Dai La Pass position and go into 
position ill. vicinity Eai Van Pass, .Janang. 

30 October 1968- 2 enemy KH. and 8 enemy KIA·, probable credited to 
1st Battalion, 13th }Iarines ,as Battery "AII, fired 
in support of 1st Battalion, 26th HC\rines. 
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