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1atBattalion(Rein),nth l-mines 
, Fleet ~1arine Force, Pacifio 

FPO San Francisco, California 96602 
6/:mC/oeb 
5750 
9 Deo 1968 
Ser: t!)C/'Jt9 'jil'l16Y 

SDCRET (Unclassified Upon Removal of Enclosur~ (1» 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: COllllllandant of the Marine Corps (Code AO,p) 
Via: (1) Commanding General, 9th ~ine Amphibious Brigade 

(2) COllUIaIlding General, Fleet JlbX'ine Force, Pacific 
'. 

SUbj: qollllIlri.nd Chronology far period 1 Novenber 1968 to 30 November 1968 

Re:£': (a). 1-1CO 5750.2 
(b) FHFPacO 5750.) 

Encl: /(1) Commc..nd Chronology 

1. In accoxdancG ",ith the provisions of roferences (0) find (b), enclosure 
(1) is submitted here"dth •. ·· 

2. ']he oommand chronole>gy of the 
as a supporting document, will be 
receipt. 

5th 155 Gun Battery, normally submitted' 
forwarded ~der separate COVer upon 

.q)~~-.--
~< B.' CAHTLJliY \\ 

.(~~) --J 
Copy to~Commanding General, 1st ~hrine Division 

Commanding General, 3d Ynrinc Division 
Oommanding Officer, 11th Marines 
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HE.ADQ.UAmERS 

1st Bc.tta.lion(Rcin), 13th }t.ril1OS 
- Fl00t H'U'ino Faroe, Pncific 

F.PO &~1 Frmlciscu, Cnliforniri 96602 

1 1 68 

Pnrt I -Orgnniz~tiona.l Data 

Fhrt II -Narrative ~k~Y 

R'.rt III -Scqucmtinl rJisting of Significont Events 

Part IV -~pporting Docuncnts 
Tab A: AlA Report, Artillery Support during Operation 

NICOLLET BAY 

SE::RET 
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Pc.rt I 

ORGA1lIZATIONAL DNfA 

1 • Do signa. ti on 

1st-E~ttnlion, 13th Marinos 

Subord.i.n:ltc Units 

Adnini~trntivo Control 

Hoadquarters Battery, 1st Bcttnlion, 
13th M.'U'ines 

5th 155 Gun Bcttory (SP)(Roin) 

Bnttery riA", 1 st Battalion, 13th 11.".!'i11eo 

Battery lIe", 1 st BC'.ttnlion, 13th M..".!'inGs 

r!ortnr Bn.ttcry, 1 at Bnttnlion, 13th I'mince 

Bo.ttory "Kilt 4th Battalion, 13th l'in'inos 

Qperational 'Control 

Hco.dquo.rt.3rs Battery, 1st BattL,llon, 
13th Mlrines 

Bn.ttcry "A", 1 at Battalion, 13th M:Ll'incs 

Bo.ttory "CII, 1st. Bntto.lion, 13th l'hrinos 

r·rortor Buttery, 1 st BnttaHon, 13th Y!lJ:'inos 

2. LOcation 

Headquarters Bn.ttery, 1st Battalion, 
13th I'minos 

Bc..ttcry "A", 1 at BattoJ.ion, 13th Mlrincs 

Bn.ttory "0", 1st Ba.tta.lion,13th l-hrincs 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 

•• 
C olJIJ.."'Jldcr 

LtCol A. HOVAIC 
1Nov68 - 15Nov68 
LtCol J. B. CANTIENY 
16nov68 - ;ON'ov68 

l>hj lv. M. ST:JHIAIiS 

Cnpt A. J. Sl-JT~TT 

1 atLt A. L. HARDING 

1stLt R. P. CIPB11.IU 

Capt R. K. PET_:.a~SOn 

Cc..pt 1-1. E. POP.JlLICA 

Capt A. J. SWEWT 

1 st,Lt A. L. Hll.RDIiJG 

10tLt R. P. CIPRIAlf.[ 

Dnnong, RVN 

N. Cc.lltonJlllOl1t Aroa 
Dc.nang, RVN 

Do.i La. Pnss, RVN 

Enclosure (1) 
a 



e· 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
~~rtar Battory, 1st Battalion, 13th ~t~inos 

BattcI7 "K", 4th Battalion, 13th l-hrincs 

5th 155 Gun Ba.ttery (SP)(Rcin) 

~.~ Sta.ff Officers 

EKocutive Officer 

S-l 

8-2 

S-3 

3-4 

4. Avorggv Monthly Strength 

U~iC 
~ 

HqBtry,' 1 stBn, 13thr-hr 16 163 
Btry "A", 1stBn, 13tl1.:f.hr 8 126 
Btry lie", 1 stBn, 13th!'hr 9 131 
MortnrBtry, 1 st:&'1., 13thNb..!' 3 85 
5th 155 Gun Btry (sp) (Rein) 9 '78 
Btry "K", 4thBn, 13thlt-.r 4 119 

UNClASSlfiEO 

2 

• -"" 

Rei VOll Pn$~, RVN 
1 l'l'ov'68 - 14Nov68 
Dei Lo. Pnso, RVN 
15Nov68 - 30 Nov-6a 

Phu Ba.i, RVN 
1 Uov68 - 19Uov68' 
D.::mc.ng, RVlT 
20Nov68 - 30Nov68 

COXlp Carroll 

LtCol J. B. CAHTIENY 
1 Nov68 - 15Nov68 

Cc.pt B. D. NICHOLAS 

1stLt J. R. IfiAl~ 

lbj G. R. lIOOClIIN 

1 stLt N. C. BUNTOlif 

USN 
.QJf.f ENL 

~-

2 4 
0 2 
0 :2 
0 2 
0 7 
0 3 

Enclosure (1) 
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Po..rt II 

lfA.L1RATI VE SUI~lliARY 

• 
During tho p~riod 1-30 Ncvoab~r 1968; thv 1st Battalion, 13th 

11.'U'incs, Ullder tho 0p0rationc.l control of 11th U'1.rincs, provided direct 
support to tho 26th l'hrincs. 

Opcrc.tion NICOLL]llr BAY began o..t 011800H IfOVer.lb-.:x 1968. 

On 8 Novembor, 2 105mrl hOl,ritzors of Bntt0:t'Y "A", 1st Battalion, 
13th M::rinos displucod frotI thv Northorn Artillery C'o.ntonvllont Aren, 
Dnnc,llg, to th0 Hill 190 Cooplox in onrior to provide ;)xt.)ndcd rungo sup ... 
port to th0 3d. Battalion, 26th MhrinJs. 

On 11 November 1968, BnttcryllA" fired 16 rounds in support of Dll 
olemalt of 3d B~ttnlion, 26th Marines. A subsequent. socrch of tho aren 
rcvoo.lcd 1 anar.lY KIA which HQ.S crGdi ted to th0 nrtillcry. 

OpJration NICOLL_:lr BAY toroinntod nt 14080Q{ Novonbor 1968. 

At 1412051, Hovoobcr 1968, H)rtor Battory (-), 1st Bnttclion, 
13th }1.'U'inos displncod from their position in thu vicinity of Hni Van 
Pnas and roturnod to th\Jir Dei I.a Pass position. 

On 15 ~roveflbJr 1968, Lieutenant Oolonol J. B. C1\.UTLNY roli.,Jvod 
Lieutenant Colonol A. NOVAK ns Conmnnding Officer, 1st B~ttnlion, 13th 
r.l'U.'incs 

On 15 ~rovenbvr 1968, tho 2 105mn hOi·ritzJrs of Bn.ttury liN', 1 at B~t­
tolion, 13th Vr..rincs returnod fron Riil 190 to thc NortJ.'1.~rn Artillory 
Cnnton~mmlt Area. 

On 20 1rovembor 1968, B~tt;Jry IIAIf, 1st Batte-lion, 13th lTnrines. fired 
450 rounds J.n support of tho 11th .£Ihrinos counter-rocket progrcn. All 
observer fron 1st B~ttnlian, 26th ~~rinQs called a o163ion on nn~ctive 
rockiJt 8i to and counter firo t·ras dirooted im10dio.toly. A subsoquent 
sco..rch of the orca by the.! Rocket Site rnsp0ction TcQ.[1 rcvcc.h>d that this 
countor firo '<T::o..8 oxtroncly accurate und 0['.1.1.8e9. tho euany to ~bo.ndon 
tho ;firing site, loe-vl:!lg b-.ttlind 2 122r.II'J rockets. 

On 24 lJovcnbor 1968, Buttery "e ll and :MJrtc.r Battery, 1 st· Battalion, 
13th Mlrinas. Ivore idontifi0d as being pert of the BLT 3/26 Task: Orgc.ni­
z~tion; on 25 Novcub0r, thoso units reported to ·tho 26th lhrincs for 
planning purposo, in propcration for u. nid-D0ccmbcr nctivation for 
opcrntions" 

On 25 Novonbor 1968, Be. tt-.lry "A" ~ 1 st Bat t~lion, 13th 11:lrincs firod 
4 firocre.ckar rounds in supp~t of 1st Bnttaliol1 f 26th Ynrincs; 1 encqy 

; UNClASSlf lEn (1 ) 
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KIA .. reaulted from thoso fir0s which \ms. credited to th.J a.rt111cry. 

On 25 NOVCDbor 1968, BC.tt0ry "CI I fired 150 illuminc.tion rounds 
in support of a 1 at Battalion, 26th Mirinos conto.ct. ~1,jSO firos 
cssisted tho infaatry unit in obtc.ining 2 enemy KIA a.nd 1 AK47 co.pturod. 

·On 26 NoveIl1bur 1968, Ba.tt,cry liN', 1 st Bdtclion, 12th ltl.;fi.110S 
firod 258 rounds on Cllony in tho open, observed vlithin 1 at Bc.ttaliO!l; 
26th lhrines QX()C, of opQI'['.tions. Thl..! nxtillory wo.s credited 1-1ith 10 
Ol1ooy KU and 22 ono~ .tall. probnblo o.S a result; of th(JSC fires. 

On 28 Novomb...l!:' 1968, Bc.tt...:ry "A", 1 at Ba.ttalio~l, 13th YJDXinos fired 
57 rounds of High EKplosive and 230 rounds of illuninntion in support 
of 0. 1 at Ba.ttoJ.ion, 26th Marinos contnct with npproxiIln.tely 20 .melV. 
A so arch of tho area revealed 14 enemy KIA; 8 of 1'mich VIera cr~di ted 
to artill.J~y. 

Anr.lUllition oxpended during th0. r.lonth of Novemb...:r is nor> follmuH 

CBS 
184 

}lISSIONS 

UNOBS 
. 7379 

TOTAL 
"75b3 

.:tQ2 ~2 
'1t;;737 2967 

F.riondly ca.sunltias during the nonth: 

KIA 
o ll!M 

2 
WIANE -r-

TOTAL 
19,.704 

Enemy 108808 during the month cr~dited to 1st Bntt~lion, 13th ~hrinea 

KIA(U 
20 

IaA(P) 
22 

:Er.l.closuro (1) 
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Part III 

SSQ.U:mrIAL LISTING OF SIGlUFICAi'i'T EVEriTS 

Oporntion mCOLLJrBAY oomnences 

Bn.ttery "A ", 1 st Battalion, 13th 11lrinao displaces 
2 105r;lm How'itzers to Hill 190 to support 3d Bnttlllion, 
26th ~inos operation. 

11 November 1968 Batt~ry "A", 1st Battalion, 13th Mu'incs craditcd l'1ith 
1 eneny KIA as thoy fired in support of 3d Battc.llon, 26th 
Marinas. -. 

14 Novenbcr 1968 Operation \[ 1:0011'3'1' BAY t.:!rminatca. 

Mortnr Battery '( -) 1 at Bo.ttnlion, 13th l'i:'.rini3s displaced 
from Ho.i V~Pass to Doi La Pass. 

15 llTovembcr 1968 LLmtena.nt Colonel J .E. CAHTIENY relieved LiGutonant 
Colonel A. NQV~ 0.8 C~~ Offi~, 1bt Bati:l:lJ,.;i.on, 
1]th M:t.rines. 

Two 105mn Hmfitzcrs, Battery HA", 1 at Euttalion, 13th 
MJ.rinas returned to Northarll Artillery CnntonoDdnt Areo. 

'20 Novenoar 1968 1st Battalion, 13th Marinas ,fired numerous rounds on 
,an active rocket sit~ within tho 26th MnrindS arda of 
opera.tions. 

24 November 1968 Battery-IIC" Oot"'1,dMortar Bc.ttcry, 1st Battalion, nth 
M:l.rin~s report· for BLl' planning to 26th ¥.t:ll.'ino;JS. 

25 November 1968 Battery riAII , 1st Bo..ttalion, 13th M:oxinca creditod with 
1 enemy KIA a.s. they fired in support of 1 at Battalion, 
26th ~hrinos. 

Battery "C", 1 st BattoJ.:.ion, 13th M;.rinco fired num.;z'oUG 
ill~~ation rounds in suppo~t of 1st Dnttc.lion, 26th 
l't>.rincs contnct~ 

26 Novoflbcr1968 Battery IIA II, 1 st Bc.ttclion, 13th lIbrin~s \-10.8 c:t'Jc1i ted 
with 10 enemy :kIA a.nd 22 prcbc.blo- KIA 1t.S they firod 258 
roundo in support of 1 st Bnttulion, 26th M.';:rinos. 

28 NOVOLlbor 1968 Ba.ttery HAil, 1 st Bnttclion, 13th M1rin~s crJditcd l.>Tith 6 
cncqr KJ:P. as they fired 287 rounds in $upport of 1 st 
Butta1ion, 26th ~~incs. 
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1 at Batt.alion(no5..n) i " :)';;:Q H'i'c~~:nE,g 
Fle0t Marine·;:'')'·::'~G i !:c.'')i.i:i,C 

FPO 8eJl Jirancisco: Cfl.1Jfo::~11:i."'. ?'S6C'? 
3/GRH/oeb 
3000 
18 Iifov 1968 
Ser~ oOIlA9'J.Jlh9 

From: Commanding O:f:.:5cor 
To: Corn'ilSllding:Or.,jcer, 26th Mn'inee 

SIlbj: 

llhcl: 

<j>eration If.[CCLIET: BAY, A£ter Acti.on i(8PO:c.'t (u): 

«1 ) Artillcr:; 3U:ppo!;~ during QporD:tL/J!J IEGO:SJ";::;:-;O 
,~.-," . ! ";.~ . .~-. - ' 3AY 

1. par~aph 7A (.Ar:1;.illcry ;::>upport) to ttl" 26t);:. JJ'J.Y.·~::,:;r, 4ft:er Aotion 
Report: tor Op~ation NICOLIES' BAY, 7-14 novsr;:;)~)rt J.8f::x'V18..rded horawith 
as enolosure (1). . . 

. Copy ~ CG~ 9th 11AB 
OO? 11th ~::"':lES 

; 

" 

"'.1 

\ 
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3000 
18 Nov 1968 

7A. Artillery Support 

(a) HeadClua.rters Battery, 1,-:: 3f'/vta.l..; .. (;.n~, 'j ;tL :L,,(,;~~illGS 

(b) Batte',:;, HAil, 1st Bat-talion:i };;1'. i:hri'lEs 

(0) Mortc:.' :Je.ttery, 1 st Bo.tto,lh,l';.. '13th l'hcilles 

(d) ReiLf"~'.r -;i.ng~ fj.res-11 th fIl"1XinE;;;.', 

OB!ER~ ,1 

1Q2 
1957 

1f)12~r::;: 
1027 

~, .",' r 

T:~ 
1058 

(0.) On 11 Nove!lioC'J',' '; :;"~iJ j .2c;:;tc~·;! '".,c", 1st £'::.ttalion, 13th 
}hrincs fired on 3 enemy (':011.1, :1>', '.::T fxv:I. 0. "il:l.::V;s:, " enemy RIA ''10.$ 

crl'f~.itcG. to the artillery f::)1: '>:'::;e. fi,.,.c'3" 

(b) The L:c.;jori t;:.: u: '~:L-'j +ires during t·,~i.-c, -::pcra.tion consistG .. 
of prepr:.rntiml, count..:;.~ m0·~'·~:.,; ~ ':l.' , D ,mooserve(l i':i.t::),:o d.ircctod n.gnl.not 
knmn1. n.nd suspect. eneoy 10('0,'(: '~"i', 

(o} The selGct;ul; j:,:)!';:Lt~. ';~:Jii.~ of: ,;f:';:e:::':"~' ;~"-emcnts of 1st Bo.t­
tnlion, 13th I<b.rines }Jr(')·jC~li';7'lh"~;D\::t'J.:t:'inf: the, 'V'l:_~.uct of the operati.on. 
~1ortnr Battery (-) occupic:i C ':'0G,'cion ;T:l:,~h .. ::. ;', ::".: ';'ase in thG vicinity 
of. 3d llo..ttalion, 26th r.n:cine::: ('" e o.:,:;d. tl,j,i ,),),,'.1·,i 0:.1 ~~''?')vided D. eigni.fi­
cant degree of flexibility i.::. '."J,lr.,blo L,'; :;'" "u::-,,' 'r\"ro hO\'/itzcl!G of 
Buttery "A" were. displaced to :);" Hill 1 9') ('~>:I", I,~ ~ ,' .. :::;:-dcr to extend 
fire deeper into enemy territ'.":7 a..nd to dec:C?...:D .. ,S:; th:; ,!~'~'.sponse tima 
neoessary to react to tho flu.J.cL tncticoJ. siG ........ atim " 

Cd) Battery 111'111 , 4th J3atta.lion, 11tl". ND.r'} ~,,-cs reinforced the 
fires of 1 st Battalion, 13th rIl'lXines during tho C'J:' 2·~".i~,:~on ond provided 
the longe:r rango and more d::H::truc.tivc .fir-'ls thc.t ';JP:""O requirad. 

1 
Encl.osure (1) 
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