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To: Commanding Officer, 1st P,attalion, 13th Yarines 

Subj: Command Chronology for narior. 1-311: 1)ecember lC)6P 

Ref: 

Enel: 

(a) Meo 5750.2 
(b) FNFPacO 57;0.8 
(c) lstMarDivO 5750.2 
(d) Regto 5750.2 -

)(1) Btry "K", 4t~n, 13thMar, 
the subject ueriod 

1. In accordance with the instructions c0nt8~ned in re~erenc~s 
(a) throurth (d), enclosure (1) is subm-itteo. herewi.th. 

2. '!'his page is downgraded t;o TT1\T~I\.S<':!T"'T"'" unon remove.! of' 
enelo sure (1). 
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1-31 December 1968 
Battery "K", 4th Battalion, 13th vadnes 
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1. Designation: rjommanner 

Battery "K", 4th Battalion, q. v. p~~~~~~~, ~a~t,ain 
13th Marine., 9th ~arine 
Amphibious Rri~adet FMrypac 
FPO 3an Francisco, ~alifornia 96602 

2. Location: 

An Hoa, RVN, at 86801.7 47258.5, nai Loc, ~aeet 61)t~O pr, 
Series L7014, _~lS 

3. Battery Officers: 

Captain R. K. PBT~S~ 
First Lieutenant L. ~. ~~~IG 
First Lieutenant R. G. GIS~SN 
First Lieutenant A. L. 'H ~JU'T1iJf} 

4. Average Monthly ~tren~th: 

U'3MC 
125 

USN -
3 o 
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PART II 

During the reporting period, the te.slr orp-:~ni zatj on for 
combat changed several t1.mes ~nd the Battery accompli shed 
three displacements. 

On 1 December 1968, Btry ''Jr lt displaced from its static, 
non-operational poai tion at Hill 34, naNang, 'QV'lI'T, and connucteCl 
a Motor march to An Hoa, arri vinl! there, at 1330 2 Decemher 
and immediately occupied a firing position at 86POI.7 It72C;P.5. 
The battery remained in a non-operational status, constructing 
firing positions, billeting and bunker facilities, utilizing 
hand tools due to the lack of engineer sunnort, at 0900, 4 Dec­
ember, firing commenced in general supnort of' ('\neration MeaCle 
Ri var. 

At 0001, 7 December, upon activation of Task 'Porce vankee, 
Battery "K" commenced firing in supnort of oneration ~avlor 
Common, Task organized as direct supnort, 2d ?attalion, 7th 
Marines. 

_ At 0800, 9 December, the battery becam OpCon to 11 tli 'M'arines, 
General Support, Task Force Yankee. Preparati.on a.nd tmnrovement 
of positions continue throughout the operation. 

At 1123, 10 December, P.attery "K" (-), c'li splsced and accom­
plished a motor ma.rch to a position in t'be vicinitv of' T<h"n~, 
arri ving there at 1325. 't'he motor march N'as conducted w"+;h 
the assistance of an engineer mine sweep team, ~nCl one Platoon, 
Company "Lit, 3rd Battalion, i)th'Marines, as the securi_ty element. 
A mobile fire vupport base was immediately constructen at P4lg 
4188, and VZ Marne was establ i, shed in the 1mmecH ate v-l c1ni tv. 

At this time only fouY' 'R'owit?:ers remained onerat1on~l, 
therefore, two Howitzers remained at An TYoa for maintenance and 
were dropped to the operational conr.rol of 'Pattery "t,ima Yankee"'. 

Immediately after off-load.; nl! of vehi elea at mohile ~1i'R, all 
vehicles were returned to .~n Hoa, to hrino: adClitional 0las s U' 

supplies forward, and construction of f'irin~ nositjons commenced 
immediately. ' 

Due to the determination by 5th 1-'I'arines, of the h10h nrobll­
bility of ambushes and minin~ of access routes to the Battery 
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position, overland route s were closed, thereby ne~a.ti n!1, the 
posibility of the battery accomplishin~ its own resupply. 
Throughout the occup~tion of' this position, resupply wa.s ac­
oomplished entirelybyhelioopter, resultin~,at times, of 
ori tical shortage 8 of Class I and Glass 'T supnlies. ~CT t S 
were at one point, reduced to one MGT per day. 

At 1600, 10 December, Pattery"K", with' 2d Pattalion, 11th 
Marines returned to OpCon, First Field Artillery i'lroup. 

The battery rear, located at 1st Battalion, 13th Marines 
Command Post, DaNang, compl'? ted di enlaoement to the "Pattery 
rear position located at An ~oa. 

At 0001, 11 December, Battery ''K", was re-task orp';sni zed 
as General Support, 3m Marine s, and OpGon to 1st 1=lattalion, 
12th Marines. 

At 1800, 16 December, the battery ap;ain became (')oGon. to the 
First Field Artillery Group and at 1800, 17 "Decemrer the orl!ani­
iation for combat returned to General 3uDnort, ~ask Porce vankee. 

Construction and improvement of posi tiona conti nued tlu"oul!h­
out the occupation of the motile fire support base without ent:!:ine­
er assistance. 

At 1105, 22 December, C'j1A"O was received from Pirst li'~n., and 
departed mobile F3B at 1330, Arrived at 86801.7 4725P.r), A,n 1roa. 
at 1530, and reported operational at 1600. ~ommenced improve­
ment of Battery position without en~ineer ~ssistl!l.~ce. 

Observed Christman ~ruce from 1800 24 Deoember through 1f\(')0 
25 December without ioR@ioe incident. r'!ulminated truoe at lAOl 
25 December with Battery 'T10~ on a suspected enemy'Oosition. 

OBSERVED 
96 

MISSIONS FIREn DU1FNr,. DR~~B~ 
TO 1200, 29 December 

UNOBSERVED 
101 
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THROUGH 1200, . 29 1)'B!C~ER 
T1PE 

HE WP - -
3480 164 

ILL 

42 
ROUNDS OBS~RVED 
ROUNDS UNOBSERVED 
H&I's 
TOTAL 

FC -
148 = 

1918 
1532 
+~ 

TOT.A.L 

3834 

J83Ij: ROUND S 

• 
001)71)0 
31De~6R 

The following positive surviellance was received for 
missions fired during De.cember. It should be noted that 
large quantitties of munitions were expended on ~O~'s and 
contact missi&ns in conjunction with other units, fop which 
no surviellance was. received. Theae inolude, but are not 
limited to, two, 200 NVA in open, 1, 100 NVA in open, 2, 
40 NVA in open, Z, VC Company in open, etc. 

KIA 
57 

!'!1..! 
10 

MORTARS 
1.(Prob) 

,9'T'RU CTTrnE ~ 
BHNKB!R9 

6 
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PftRT III 

SBlQUENTIAL LI'3'T'IlJl1 ('IF qI(}NIF'I~<\N'TI ~\R~T'T'C:; 

1. Topics 

A.. Personnel Admin! stratton: 

(1) GAINS and LO'3~'3 

(a) Administrative Loses 28 
(b) Battle KT A's 0 
(c) Battle WI A's 0 
Cd} Battle WIANE(s 0 
{e' Battle MIA's 0 
(t) Battle ~OW's 0 
(g) Non Battle Casualties 3 
(h) Replacements ?P 
(1) Net Losses 3 

b. Intelligence: 

(1) Mobile F3B: Durin~ occupation of p~~ M~rne, 
Company "t", 3rd Battalion, 5th ~arines provided the hulk o~ 
the perimeter se curl ty J au~ented by TJ'P' s manned bv 'Oa+:ter-:v 
personnel. Direct fi re was utili zed for ~Jt.T of immeoi qte 
vicinity on suspected approach routes, and ~o~ self-illumina­
tion, One on-c!!ll illuminati.on Wqg call",a in fIlnd m~dntdned 
to supplement ~l M}~ and self-illumination capabilities. 

(2) An Hoa: 0ne sector o~ the ner1meter def9n~e on 
the An Hoa combat base is m~nned b';T this 'qattery, normall-:v 
requirinp; 4 personnel, however, on return to !\n ~oa on 22 
December, with the displacement of one of the nirect ~upport 
Bat teries to a Fire Ba.se, requirement s h,"ive i n r.ret'l. sed to 10 
personnel. 

(3) General: Intell i p;ence reoort 9 ~re recei ~,eo hv 
the Battery via First Field Artillerv ~roup, ann th~ collection 
effort is normally conducted by the secllrity element. 

c. OrganiZAtion and Operation~ 

(1) Task Organization. ~t the end o~ thtB reportin~ 
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SECRET 

period, the Battery is under the administrative control of 
First Battalion, 13th Marines, 9th Marine Amphibious ~rip-:ade, 
and under the Operation19.1 Control of First "Pield 4rt5.1 1 ery 
Group. 

(2) Operation: 'rIhs flattery retains all batterv level 
operational capabilities, includln~ Fire nirection, ~esuoply 
and 1st and 2nd Echelon Maintenance. I,imi ted 'T'hird W,chelon 
Maintenance is available throu~ Lo~istics gupnort TInit, ~n 
Roa. 

d. Training: Due to the heavy loss of exnerienced 
personnel of ths Battsry, through the dra.f't of eli gi hle 
personnel for the ,SLF, retraining of inexoeriencecl op-rsonnl!!.l 
and cross-training of experienced personnel has, by necessitv, 
assumed increased, importance, continuous efforts are direc~ed 
in this encounter, and are producing positive results. 

Tactical operations, training incluc'ing weanons famil iarza­
tion is continuous. nurinp; the occupation of' mohile "'~P, 
valuable training was conducted 1_n direct firin}? wi. tb the II)~tm'I" 
Howi tzer, small arms firi n~ and familiari zation wi_ th the V-79, 
40mm Grenade Launcher. 

e. Logistics Equipment and guoply_ ~t the end of the 
subjeot reporting neriod, the battery @llq.~ had 4 ffowltzers oper­
ational. ~wo Howitzer*s are non-operational for lack of a 
panoramic si~ht8, due to floating rectioals. 

7 of 7 

DECLASSIFIED 


